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..a J Sl&ISCJI., a eltc oc \.~ 

thas informed this 
_.,~.,..z -,IW!.~ •• .,., '-

morning of the departure
4
from Beirut of'lj US Navy vesse'/ 

:t!Jr Wt• ~r;t A• h~··::a.lc.l 
carrying -· t individuals who • .g. a l tc;,leave that 

~. P " ..,..,., a, I·"" , t~,,,.P M 
city, including J United States citizens • 

at' MP "t'-.+ -t~tt··• ~~4~_, • .,.;,. "-• ~ ... .,'e ... ,;~ •~'7 ~vc-.n-fttlly, 
t....:;.:::sh to congratulate the officers and men of the_ Sixth Fleet and 

the members of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut for having arranged 

a safe and orderly evacuation of American and other foreign 

nationals. 
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OP IMM!D /ROUT! ! 
!IAI82CM!!;tl5 
Dl ~UQMBI teeeo ae 841 
0 R 101028% JA 10 
~M AM!MBASIY 8!lRUT 

TO IICSTATI WAIHDC IMM!DIAT! 8212 

IN~O AMEM8ASSY ATHENS 1141 

G Q N ' I 0 I N T l A-~ 8!!RUT eee 
Dl~lV!~ TO N!A/ARN/DRAPER AT OPENING 0, BUSINESS, 
!,O, ltl51 GDI 
TAGII PI a, PINT, ~~ 
IUIJICTI 1811 ~IIANDN REPORT 

lt KARAM!fl RII11NAT%DN ~AST NIGHT CAME IN WAKE O,, 
AND WAS ATTRZIUT!D SPECI~lCA~~~ BY HIM TO CONTINUOUS 
IRIACH!I O' TH! C!AI!,IR!S HE HAS BEEN ARRANGlNI OYIR ~AST 
COUP~! OW%1 1 B!YD D AlR STRIKE ~RlOAY A,TERNOON 1 ABOUT 
WHICH KARAM£ PRDT!IT!D IUT WHICH H! 'INA~~y SE!M!D TO 
IWA~LOW, OST R!C! T EXAMPLE WAS AL~ OUT DRJYI BY 
PHA~ANGIITwCHAMOUNIST ,ORC!S ~AST NIGHT AGAINST QARANTlHA 
DIITRICT 1 IN DARKN!II CAUSED BY E~ICTRlC!TY 'Al~UR! 
R!IULT!NG ,ROM ITOR ~AST NIGHT, SKY WAS 8RX8HT~Y LIT 
OYER QARANTlNA INDICATING LARGE NUMBIR 0, ,1R!8 1 AS 
0' THIS ORNING, PHALANG!STS AREMR~AJTANG SUBSTANTIAL 
VICTORY TH!R!, A~THOUGH THEY ADMIT NUMBER 0' PALESTINIAN 
L!~TIIT D!,!NO!RS REMAIN, SOM!TJM!8 PUT AI HIGH AS ,I,TY, 

2, KARAME REIZINATlON APPEARED TO TAK£ ~RANI%£ ANO MANY 
OTHERS BY SURPRISE, KARAME R!PORT£0~¥ CONSU~T!O WITH 
NUMI!R O' HIS A~Ll!l AND YAISER ARA,AT B!,OR! !N,ORMING 
'RAN8l , o ~ ! 0~ T 0 O' THIS! HAS INO!CAT!O TO !MIASIY 
THAT ISSUE %1 OT INTJRILY C~!AR• '~AN&l! RETAINS THI 
O'TION D' OT ACCEPTING RESSliNATION AND ATTEMPTING 
TO P!RSUAD! KARA ! TO CONTINUE, ANO NE 00 NOT KNOW EXT!NT 
TO WHI~H SYRIANS HAY! BEEN HEARD 'ROM DIRECTLY IN THIS 
MATTIR. WHl~! AI O' TH!S WRITING THERE XS A TEMPORARY 
LULL l CITY '!$HTINI, WE HAY! NO INDICATION THAT PAH~ANGlSTS 
"AV! SAT!S,IID THE ILIVES ON THI!R Ml~!TARY GAINS OR THAT 
'lGHTING WILL NOT RESUME AT H!IH I.!Y!I.S, 

3, IN 10 ! AYI KARAM! RESIGNATION MOR! IMPORTANT 1¥MIOL.ZCAI.LY 

• • * * * * * * * • • * * * * •WHSR COMMENT * * * * * * * * * • * 
ICO CRO,T, HYI..AND, ~L 
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THA %N RIA~tTY 1 PlACE NIGOTtATlONI HAVE 8!EN CARRIED 
OUT OV!R ,AST WliK OR 80 O!RECT~Y BY 'RANG!! WITH ASADt 
MX~JTARY DIICU88lONI HAY£ SEEN OCCURRING I!TWEEN ARMY AND 
YAISIR ARA,ATtl AJN ~!NE PA~!ST!NIANS WITH INTENTION TO 
~~ IT ,lGHTI ; TO TH! EXT!~T POSS!I~E. THUS, KARAM! WHO WAS 
CHARGED WITH PUTT% G TOGETHER A MODERATE MOI~EM POIXTXON IUT 
WAI UNA8~1 TO DO SO HAD ENDED UP OPIRATIN& SOMEWHAT ON THE ~RlNGES, 
HZI RESIGNATION II AN OBVIOUS INOZCAT10N 0, PIQUE, !XAIPERAT!ON, 
AND ~!RHAPI CONTAINS AN E~EMENT 0, REASSERTING H1MIEL,t 
HI ll SCHEDULED TO HO~O A NUMBER 0, 'OLITlCAL CONSULTATlONI 
TODAY, 

4 1 ~!ANWHJ~E, LUCIEN OAHDAH WENT TO DAMASCUS WITH MESSAGE 
"to ,RANCUE, 

5 1 AIRPORT REMAINS CLOSED TODAY, ,OUR O,,lCIAL AMERICANS 
ITRAND!D THERE ARE JElNG WELL LOOKED A'TER, 

e, PR!SS R!PORTI THAT RAYMOND lODE 18 lN NEW YORK TODAY AND 
P~ANI TRIP TO WASHINGTON TO CONSU~T WITH U,S, BOVT 
LIADIR8 1 
LAMIRAI<ll 
IT 

R!CALI.!D 
,AGE 12. Of 12 TOfUI181li117Z DTG1l81828Z JAN 78 
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January 21, 1976 

LEBANON-

BACKGROUND: See attached cable on developments on fightinf.:LJE 
Lebanon. 

Q. What can you tell us today about developments in Lebanon? 
Have we been in touch with concerned parties about the 
situation? 

A. We are using every channel available to us to see what 

can be done to ameliorate the situation in Lebanon. We feel that 

all parties can help the most by encouraging Lebanese to solve 

their problems politically, rather than through fighting. It's up 

to the Lebanese to work out their own affairs (as the State Department 

said yesterday), and we hope they will be able to successfully. 

Q. Would you then repudiate the Eisenhower Doctrine by which 
we would, under certain circumstances, intervene in Lebanon? 

A. Our position on outside intervention has been made clear 

here and at the State Department. Yesterday. I understand the 

State Department stated that 11we are not giving any consideration 

to United States intervention in Lebanon. 11 

IF PRESSED TO REPUDIATE THE DOCTRINE: 

I am obviously not going to speculate about what may or may not 

happen at some time in the future in some contingencies that we are 



-Z-

trying very hard to prevent from developing.- But let me reiterate our 

past position; we are opposed to all outside interference in Lebanon. 

.. 
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January 22,-1976 

LEBANdN 

BACKGROUND: 

See Attached cable on milit :try and political situation in Lebanon. 

Q. What can you tell us about the Syrian mediation efforts? Do 
they have a chance of succeeding? Is the President hopeful at 
this point? 

A. As you know, the President has been following the 

situation in Lebanon closely, and is aware of the efforts of the 

Syrian delegation to arrange and S\lpervise a ceasefire. 

As we have said, we feel that all parties can help the 

most by encouraging the Lebanese to solve their problems 

politically, rather than militarily. For our part, we will con-

continue to use every diplomatic channel available to us to see what 

can be done to ameliorate the situation in Lebanon. While we 

remain concerned over the gravity of the conflict there, 

we would hope that curren'C efforts to arrange a ceasefire might 

facilitate an end to the fighting and a restoration of calm. 

Q. The Baltimore Sun carries an account of an interview with 
Joseph Sisco in which he seemed less than categorical in ruling 
out U.S. intervention. Was this purposef'Jlly don~, and can you 
be more specific about circumstances in which the U.S. might 
intervene in Lebanon:? · ;~. 



LEBANON (Continued) -Z-

A. I am going to stand on Mr.· Sisco's own words and on 

Administration statements from the White House and the State 

Department. We have said that we are not giving any consideration 

to U.S. intervention in Lebanon, fnd I am obviously not going to 

speculate on what imagined or hypothetical contingencies might 

draw us into the conflict. Ge are working diplomatically to prevent 

any such contingencies from arising] . 
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January 22, 1976 

LEBANON 

BACKGROUND: 

See Attached cable on military and political situation in Lebanon. 

Q. What can you tell us about the Syrian mediation efforts? Do 
they have a chance of succeeding? Is the President hopeful at 
this point? 

A. As you know, the President has been following the 

situation in Lebanon closely, and is aware of the efforts of the 

Syrian delegation to arrange and supervise a ceasefire. 

As we have said, we feel that all parties can help the 

most by encouraging the Lebanese to solve their problems 

politically, rather than militarily. For our part, we will con-

continue to use every diplomatic channel available to us to see what 

can be done to ameliorate the situation in Lebanon. While we 

remain concerned over the gravity of the conflict there, 

we would hope that current efforts to arrange a ceasefire might 

facilitate an end to the fighting and a restoration of calm. 

Q. The Baltimore Sun carries an account of an interview with 
Joseph Sisco in which he seemed less than categorical in ruling 
out U.S. intervention. Was this purposefully done. and can you 
be more specific about circumstances in which the U.S. might 
intervene in Lebanon:? 



LEBANON (Continued) -2-

A. I am going to stand on Mr. Sisco's own words and on 

Administration statements from the White House and the State 

Department. We have said that we are not giving any consideration 

to U.S. intervention in Lebanon, and I am obviously not going to 

speculate on what imagined or hypothetical contingencies might 

draw us into the conflict. We are working diplomatically to prevent 

any such contingencies from arising. 
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o R aat ~5Z JA ' 
'" A ! ASSY !l, UT 

TO IICSTATI AIHDC ZMM!DIAT! 1253 

!N,D A E BAllY ATHINI 8183 

C Q M ,, I 0 I· N ' I A L 

LI~ITE O,,!ClA~ II BEIRUT 811 
,All I!C TARVtl ,ARTY 'DR DAY • lMM!D!ATi 
E,O, 115521 GDI 
TAGit ,% a, 'I~T, LE 
IU J ~ CTI I Lt!A 0 RE,ORT 
DILlY! TO NIAIA DRAPER AT O'INING 0, UllNISI, 

11 AT t I.e THSI ORNlNG, JA 22 G!NIRA~ A8R!!M!NT WAS 
ANNOU ! 0 THI lAIII 0, THREE ,O!NTII 
A1 A L ANES!•IVRlAN ''~ISTl~lAN HliH MILITARY ~OMMITTEl 
II 'O E T ORA U, ARRANGEMENTS ,OR A C!AS!,!R! AND 
RESTO ATIO 0, OR AL Lt'E AND TO IU,ERV%1! CEAII,!R!fS 
ZM,Lf ! TATIONJ 
(8) 'O ATION 0, IIV!RAL SUBSIDIARY IUPERY!SOR¥ COMMITTEES 
TO OY! I!! lM,Lf !NTATJON !N OI,,ERINT REGIONS 0, !!!RUT 
AND L!BA 0 I AND 
(C) Hl ·H lLITArY COMMITTE! TO OITIRMINE THI TtMI 
Ct AII,!RI WILL INTIR INTO !,,!Cf ANO ANNOUNCE STAllS 
0, 1 PLE ENTATION, 

· 21 I WAS TDL LAST !GHT THAT C!AIE,SRE HAD BIEN AGREED 
UPO A D DI~AY I A NOUNCl~G IT APP!AAS TO M! MORE O' A GOOD 
THA A BAD Ill 1 ~!ARY 0' CEAS!,IR!S WHICH HAY! 'Al~!D IN THE 
,AIT, THOll 0 HAY A;RE£D ON THII CEAI!,!R! AR! C~!AR~¥ BEING 
CAUTIOU8 AIOUT AN OUNC!NG ITS I~'L!M!NTATlON AND TIME !T TAKE• 
!''!CT, THIS IU&I!ITS THEY ARE MAKIN& lURE TO GET WORD 
OUT TO T~! ,ORC 8 lNVOLY!D 8!,DR! CIAI!,ZR! TAK!I !,,IC,, 
10 THAT IT !~L OT 8! BROKEN lMM!OlAT!,Y, -

31 IT IS O' CDURI! POIS!8L! THAT A~~ ~ARTl!S HAVI NOT 
VET AQ~E!D TO CIAS!,!RE OR ~OL!Ttc•~ SETT~EMENT WHICH 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * •WHIR COMMENT * * • * • * * * t * * * t * * 

ICO CR ,'r,LL 

111 • ·a1eea 
RECAL&.EO 
PAGI l 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4. 
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II % G IOTI.TI IN ,lAST %NITANC! AMONG ~RANI%!, 
AlA A ARA~AT, IVERA~ lN,ORMAN 
liZ I' 
VE TOL US VARIOUS 
AIII!CT ' T~ S! AIHEEMENTS ARE ACCEIITAIL! TO THOSE THR!! 
IUT Alii T '~Ot L AO!RS SUCH AS JUMILATT ON TH! LI'T AND 
Gl AYIL A~D CHA OU 0 THE RliHT ARI STILL REQUIRED ON 
CERTAl 1'01 Til l I'A TXCULAR 1 ,!,TY.•'l'T1 DIY!IlON 0, 
I'AR~lA TA Y IATS AY NOT YET BE CDMIILEfiLY THRASHED 
OUT AN~ HO SUARA TIES AGREE !NT AV ALSO 8! OUTSTANDING 
QU!ITI , ON! Rll' ' T HAS IT THAT ,RA G!E AT LIAIT HAl 
AGRE!O SYRIA I ILL ~ ARANTEf AGRE!H!NT. NIGOTtATJONS 
ARE CO T% Ul G AT Y!RY ,AIT IIACE. 

4 1 lLITARY ACTIVITY CONTINUED YESTERDAY A'T!RNOON, NliHT 
AND INTO ORNlN 1 CE T!R O' TOWN AND HOTEL OlSTRICT 
RILATlYILY QUilT TODAY IT~ ONLY ISOLATED IX,~OIIONI 
AND IH00Tl~w 1 I TE AL I!CURlTY ,ORCIS IARRACKI AI 
OVIR~U Y LI,TIIT Y£1TERrAY BUT TR N RI,ORTIDLY EVACUATED 
WH! I'HALANGE~CHA 0 NlSTS TMREATIN!O TO TAKE OVER II, I'OIT IN 
TH!XR SECTION 0, T. N, lNT!R AL S!CURlTY fORC!S AROUND 
COU T Y lD! APII A TO BE UNO!R I'REIIURI, THOUGH WI HAY! 
CON,LlCTlNG R!I'ORTI 0 EXT!NT TO HlCH 'LA UNITS AR! 
ACTUALLY ~ NGAG! I ,ZIMT!NG !AIT 0, ZAGHORTA 1 X ZAH~E 
AR!A A ELl! HER 1 V OVERALL IHIIREISlQN II TMAT MILITARY 
!NIAG! I TS CO T! ll AND THR!ATI 0, ,URTHiR ESCALATION REMAIN 
BUT ALL IIART!EI AR ORE OR L£81 I'OliED, WAITING 'OR OUTCOME 0' 'DL!TICAL TALKI, 

e, A PHALA G! IOURC! HAS JUST TOLO ~ MBAIIY IU,PLIEI RUNN!Ni 
LOW IN CHRtiTlA •'11!LD AREAS Of 8!ZRtlTt INCLUDING SOM! MOUNTAIN 
ARIA1 1 AND MORAL Ul DER ~R!SIUR£ 1 THRIATEND RX&HTtiT ATTAC~ 
ON ABAA DlST tCT HAS STILL NOT TAKEN PLACE, NOR HAY! 
LE,TXIT 'ORC!8 PR!IIED TH!!R ADVANTAGE IN DAMOUR ARIA 
AlAI ST CHA OUN HQ I TOWN OF SAADIYAT~ TODAY Wl~L OIVZOUILY 
II A OTHrR CRITICAL AY, 

e, 'X ALLY, ONI lOGRAIIHlC NOTII IAIRl HAMAD!, I'ROHININT 
SHltA LE DIR A ,ORMER PR!IXD!NT 0, THI CHA IIR D' 
DI,UTl!l, DIIO I ALB HOSPITAL Y!STIROAY AT AG! ,., 
'RO H!ART I'ROIL!HS 1 
LA Al<ll 
IT 

O' 2 
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This Copy For --------
N E t-J S C 0 lJ F E R E H C E #510 

AT THE lVHITE HOUSE 

WITH RON NESSEN 

AT 4:08 P.H. EDT 

JUHE 16, 1976 

\JEDNESDAY 

HR. !JESSEN: I have almost nothing to add. 

Q Ron, are you ready to take questions? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes, whatever I can help you with. 

Q Can you be any more specific about the 
"appropriate resources of the United States"? 

MR. NESSEN: It is just all the resources of the 
United States in conjunction with others to try to identify 
the person or the group who did this. 

Q Do you have any idea now, any information 
from intelligence who might have been responsible? 

NR. NESSEN: Ho. 

Q Do you know now how it happened? 

HR. NESSEN: ~Je don't have that information here. 

Q Does the American Embassy have custody of 
the bodies now? 

HR. HESSEN: That really ought to come out of 
Beirut, Ann. My understanding is -- but again, this ought 
to be checked in Beirut -- that the bodies are at the 
American University Hospital in Beirut. 

Q Ron, how and when was the President informed? 

Q When he said appropriate resources, was he 
talking about putting additional people in Lebanon -- Americans? 

MR. NESSEN: Tom, that is not anticipated at 
this tir.ite. 

Q \~hat about the evacuation of Americans? 

MR. NESSEN: That has not been ordered. 

HORE #510 



- 2 - #510-6/16 

Q Have helicopters gone into that area to stand by? 

MR. NESSEN: l'iy understanding is that there have been 
no American forces sent to that area. 

Q Was there anything to suggest that this was a 
premeditated, planned act, or does it appear to be an act of 
spontaneity, that the two men walked into something which was 
not planned and fell victim to circumstances? 

11R. NESSEN: \~e just don't have those details, Walt. 

Q Ron, the contingency plans for evacuation of 
Araericans from Beirut are reportedly being reviewed this 
afternoon. Uho is reviewing them? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't know for a fact that they are. 
You know, all places in the world have contingency plans for 
evacuation of Americans. I mean, that is literally true, and 
that is true of Beirut. I don't know that the plans are being 
reevaluated or changed in any way today. 

Q Ron, what if they did identify the culprits, 
the assassins? I mean, what Government is there to ever 
implement a law? 

r'lR. !>.JESSEN: Helen, as you see in this statement, 
we are in touch with the Governments in the area and the 
United States feels, the President believes, that these 
murders will create a universal sense of outrage, that the 
leaders of no country will not share the sense of outrage that 
the President feels. 

Q \vhen the President got his first word, your 
use of "next of kin" was very revealing. 

HR. NESSEN: As I told you at the time, that was 
only in the sense of relatives and the United States at that 
time did not know what had happened to the men. There was a 
tentative or preliminary indication from the Red Cross in 
Beirut at the very beginning of the President's 12:30 meeting 
that the men might have been killed, and it was during the 
meeting that the confirmation was relayed to the President. 

Q Do you know now which political faction seized 
the men, which political faction actually kidnapped them? 

HR. NESSEN: We don't, Walt. 

Q \Jho did discover the bodies? The Red Cross? 

HR. !'lESSEN: I don't have that information here, 
Helen. 

Q Has the President gotten any message from any 
Government in that area on this point, as of yet? 

1'10RE #510 
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1'1R. NESSEN: Not that I know of. The President has 
sent private messages of condolence to the brother of Ambassador 
i"ieloy and to the wife of Counselor t,laring. 

Q Where is she? 

Q What form were these messages in? 

MR. NESSEN: Telegrams. 

Q Where did he send them? 

HR. NESSEN: Mrs. \'Jaring is in Athens, along with 
other dependents, having left Beirut earlier with other 
dependents. 

Q Ron, there was a suggestion earlier by someone 
who looked at Meloy's biography that perhaps he was indeed 
more than an An1bassador and that perhaps he had been employed 
by the Central Intelligence Agency. Is there any substance 
to that? Was Meloy employed by the Central Intelligence Agency 
either on this assignment or previously? 

l1R. l·JESSEN: Not to my knowledge, Halt. 

Q Ron, is the President going to ask Secretary 
Rumsfeld to return? 

l111R. NESSEN: There is not a plan for that, as far 
as I know. The Defense Department was represented by the 
Deputy Secretary, Mr. Clements. 

Q Is anyone at all being sent to Lebanon 
temporarily? 

HR. NESSEN: The President anticipates, as he said 
in here, naming a new Ambassador in the very near future. 

Q vlho is in charge now? 

NR. NESSEN: I will have to check that or the State 
Department can give you that, Helen. I don't have it. 

Q Is that "very near future" the next couple 
of days? 

HR. NESSEN: \vell, the President's hope is to have 
a person designated very shortly so that he can continue the 
work of Ambassador l'leloy. 

Q Do you know what the mission was when he was 
going to meet Sarkis? 

MR. NESSEN: I do not, Helen. 

Q There are no troop movements involved, no 
Defense Department --

MR. NESSEN: There are not, to my knowledge, no. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron. 

END (AT 1+:14 P.M. EDT) #510 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 16, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut, Francis E. Meloy, Jr., 
of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert 0. Waring, and of their 
driver, Zohair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless, outrageous brutality. 
I extend to their families my own deep sense of sorrow and that of all 
the American people. 

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect Sarkis. · They 
were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they could in the service 
of their country to help restore order, stability, and reason to Lebanon. 
Their deaths add another tragedy to the suffering which the Lebanese 
people have endured beyond measure. 

These men had lived with danger for many weeks and did so with the 
dedication and disregard of personal safety which we have come to expect 
of the Foreign Service. 

The goals of our policy must remain unchanged. The United States will 
not be deterred from its search for peace by these murders. I have 
instructed Secretary Kissinger to continue our intensive efforts in this 
direction. I will name a new Ambassador to Lebanon within the very near 
future to resume the mission Ambassador Meloy performed so brilliantly. 
I have also instructed the Secretary to get in touch with all of the govern
ments in the area and with the Lebanese leaders to help identify the 
murderers and to see that they are brought to justice. I have also ordered 
that all appropriate resources of the United States undertake immediately 
to identify the persons or group responsible for this vicious act. 

Those responsible for these brutal assassinations must be brought to 
justice. At the same time, we must continue our policy of seeking a 
peaceful solution in Lebanon. That is the way we can best honor the 
brave men who gave their lives for their country and for the cause of 
peace. 

# # # 
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Statement b 

The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut, Frances 

E. Meloy, Jr., of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert 0. 

Waring, and of their driver, Zohair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless, 

outrageous brutality. I extend to their families my own deep sense 

of sorrow and that of all the American people. 

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect 

Sarkis. They were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they 

could in the service of their country to help restore order, stability, 

and reason to Lebanon. Their deaths add another tragedy to the 

fZ!Vc/v<' f fJ- ~ 
suffering which the Lebanese people have ~nd measure. 

,~· 

These men had lived with danger for man'f weeks and did 
~ 
~+ 

so with the dedication and disregard of personal s~fety which we 

have come to expect of the Foreign Service. ~ ..- f( N. C< til./ G..V -
L yt-tc ~i??t. I~ Of o c v fo /t c Y .f'A v<? 1 

(· VI_ C<.. /'v<f..,.j} ,_ The United States will not be deterred from its search for 

peace by these murders. I have instructed Secretary Kissinger to -. 

+ 
continue our intensive efforts in this direction.~rill name a new 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 16, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

------------------------------------------------------------------
THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut~ Francis E. Meloy. Jr.~ 
of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert 0. ·waring, and of their 
driver, Zohair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless, outrageous brutality. 
I extend to their families my own deep sense of sorrow and that of all 
the American people. 

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect Sarkis. They 
were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they could in the service 
of their country to help restore order, stability,. and reason to Lebanon. 
Their deaths add another tragedy to the suffering which the Lebanese 
people have endured beyond measure. 

These men had lived with danger for many weeks and did so with the 
dedication and disregard of personal safety which we have come to expect 
of the Foreign Service. 

The goals of our policy must remain unchanged. The United States will 
not be deterred from its search for peace by these murders. I have 
instructed Secretary Kissinger to continue our intensive efforts in this 
direction. I will name a new Ambassador to Lebanon within the very near 
future to resume the mission Ambassador Meloy performed so brilliantly. 
I have also instructed the Secretary to get in touch with all of the govern
ments in the area and with the Lebanese leaders to help identify the 
murderers and to see that they are brought to justice. I have also ordered 
that all appropriate resources of the United States undertake immediately 
to identify the persons or group responsible for this vicious act. 

Those responsible for these brutal assassinations must be brought to 
justice. At the same time, we must continue our policy of seeking a 

··"'-ceful solution in Lebanon. That is the way we can best honor the 
L:·z,ve men who gave their lives for their country and for the cause of 
peace. 

# # " if 



June 18, 1976 

Evacuation of American Citizens from Lebanon 

Due to the c"Jntinuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, the 

President bas directed the United States Embassy there to assist in 

the departure by overland convoy to Damascus of its U.S. citizens 

who wish to depart Lebanon at this time. 

The first snch convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and 

American citizens are being alerted both by the Embassy and by 

broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared for departure at 

that time if they so wish. 

The ren1ains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring 

have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a 

U.S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday. 

Only those Embassy qfficials not essential to our continuing 

operations will be leaving Lebanon. [FYI: It is exp.ected that 

approximately 35 to 40 will remain. End FYI] The American Embassy 

in Beirut is to remain open to continue our efforts to help bring an end 

to the strife which has brought this tragedy to Lebanon. 



'lhen the President ia not: appointing a new ambassador 
to Lebllnon? -• 

. . _ :-.• . ~ __ ~t._at t.be. ~t; .. _ ~< ~~. ~ J\~r of na~s under . 
~ ~ ·-· .... ~-· ~-? :~_ .. :--~ ... ~-~-:_ ·-~~- ~ ... _ ... ~=- ·. -- -~- .- -_.~. +.:---:; "'=~ .. ~-.::.; :" --.. ~-~-~:. ~--.- ::-: ~-.:.."'""-..-... -~- > _-. _;_.,. _- -:-~_ .. ~ .. - ... 

. -· .f:'-. ,:·.= 'eonsidet'atlOft,.;-.-liut• t:be ?ieJl:lleAt be noff·rttt! •cfe a.·· 
·-· 0 .. ·-- ~· ' • • ' .. 

Ql 

A:: 

4ecieio"n. In tbe JAeaat.i.Jfte, in tlle crtt.ical situa.tion. 

in Lebanon, he VAnt.s to hAve a sehior experienced 

diplONt to et.ren9tiJen our eab&ssy tbe.re. 

Is' sMly; to~tab .~where .,bbassador~-B~vn l;ft off\i·~···· 
Ie he to be a mediator? 

'l"b.e policy of t.b& ~ni ted States is the &amtl today tui 

.it vas vhan_ Ambaaa~dor ~WD and the late 1\mba.t&sador 

Meloy were there. We want to sea the figbti.uq end in 

J..ebanon and agreement on a political acCOIJ\1ROdat~ion 

amonq the Lel:•anese parties. J\mb4ssador Seelye will 

of COu.t$C be rea..dy to be helpful in all appropxi"-,t<~ 

11.-ays to those who want to b:r:ing 'the trlu;Jic eventG in 

Lebanon to a close. · 

Q• But is be to bo a JJediator between the parties? 

1n NO. In diplomacy., mecUation is a more !ormal role tlutt 

qenerally iaplie.a a. request. ft:01n the part.ies. In this 

case, the Presi:den~ bas decided to send an experienced 
. 

diplomat,. with long con~ct with the ~rea, as bis 

Representative to Lebanon. ltbile there he will analyze 

the aitu.ati;on to see whether there are ways be could 

ber:useful .to the parties in eff()rta to :re"cb a political 

accol'll1l'IQda tion in J:Abanon .. 

/ 
t 

' ; 
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Q: Is Seelye p&.ndit.ted to have contacts· vit.h tl:J& PLC'J?. 
l& he instruct.ed to make contacts with t.hCl PLO? . . .. 

Ai 'l'bere ia no change 1n our positio~. 

Q: HOw soon "ill Seel.~e go to ~non, and bO"'If vi11 be got 

At Be will go u coon as possible, but. at. this point: 1 

have no exact. details on the ~beans or timing of ltls . 

.. 
- Or " JIOr"lODfJ do· -J'O'l expect the See!lye assi.,..erat: to· l.Qtr._~ .,,"" . . . . 

A: t cannot say. lt is considered a tC!tlpOrary asslgl'dle.nt .. 

Rxactly bow long be vill be t-here I do not Jmov. 

Q: How old is Ambllssador See.lye and what are the. exoct 
details of previous assigr~ents? 

A: He is 54~ I will make available in£~tioD about bi£ 

past aasigJlllent.ti (attached) • 

. ... 

June 20, 1976 

.. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 18, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, I have 
directed the United States Embassy there to assist in the departure 
by overland convoy to Damascus of U.S. citizens who wish to depart 
Lebanon at this time. 

The convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and American citizens 
are being alerted both by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of 
America to be prepared for departure at that time, if they so wish. 

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring 
have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a 
U.S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday. 

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing operations 
will be leaving Lebanon. The American Embassy in Beirut is to remain 
open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the strife which has 
brought this tragedy to Lebanon. 

# # # 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 18, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, I have 
directed the United States Embassy there to assist in the departure 
by overland convoy to Damascus of U.S. citizens who wish to depart 
Lebanon at this time. 

The convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and .Anlerican citizens 
are being alerted both by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of 
America to be prepared for departure at that time, if they so wish. 

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring 
have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a 
U.S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday. 

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing operations 
will be leaving Lebanon. The American Embassy in Beirut is to remain 
open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the strife which has 
brought this tragedy to Lebanon. 

# # # 



June 18, 1976 

Public Statement on Evacuation of American Citizens from Lebanon 

Due to be continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, the 

President has directed the United States Embassy there to assist in 

the depa:eture by overland convoy to Dam-etscus of its U.S. citizens 

who wish to depart Lebanon at this time. 

The first such convoy is expected to leave Beirut _ _. • .,., Saturday 

r 1 · ·~s J!lsir at &"1 L, and American citizens are being alerted both 

by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared 

for departure at that time if they so wish. 

The overland route to Damascus has been chosen in view of the fact 

that it has been safely used by various foreign national groups to leave 

Lebanon during the last several days, including a British convoy which 

successfully delivered the remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and 

Mr. Robert Waring to Damascus this morning. 

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing operations 

will be leaving Lebanon. [FYI: It is expected that approximately 

35 to 40 will remain. End FYI] 'The American Embassy in Beirut 

is to remain open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the 

strife which has brought this tragedy to Lebanon. 
' 
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