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Mr. Ron •'oessen, 
! 'he Wh1 te tlOtase, 
wastiugton, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

RoGER TATARIAN 

~625 N.Van Ness Rlvd 
Fresno, Ca 9~704 

Oct. 6, 1974 

I had been reluctant, since your appointf\lent, to 

add to your chores of acknowledgin~Z: mountains of congratulations, 

and hoped instead to deliver mine in person at Ul I's Edicon in 

San Francisco. But since that couldn't happen, I do want to 

send you not only my cl eers but my very best wishes in a post 

that is at the same time incredibly important and incredibly 

difficult. 

I must say that I have sor ethin~ approachin~Z: avuncular 

inter st in Ron Nessen. Ytiu 1 ve done out stan din~ work .in 

everything you've taken on since I•.ve knowh you and I· have 

no doubt tl tit will be the same in the ' hite House. 

If the good tt ow hts of this ex-Unipresser c a n ' be 

of help, please know you h we them in the fullest measure. 

I 
v 
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NBC NEWS 
A DIVISION OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. NEW YORK, USA 
SAIGON BUREAU: 104-106 NGUYEN HUE STREET, ROOM 420, SAIGON, VIETNAM 

MAIL ' P. 0. BOX N-7 SAIGON 

CAI!ILE : NATI!IROCAST SAIGON 

TEL : 90061-110041<& - TIGER 3306 

A .. O : PRESS MAIL ROOM 

NBC NEWS 
FPO SAN FRANC;SCO 96620 

SAN FRANCISCO CALIF, 96243 

Mr • .n.on Nessen 
Press Spokesman 
'rhe White House 

Dear Ron, 

8 vctober 74 

~orry to be so slow in forwarding my congratulltions. '!he neww 
of your appointment is one of the few things in past months that has 
brought genuine pleasure to everyone in the office. In his usual 
mysterious way, Vo Huynh came up with the first rumors, which later 
were confirmed on AFVN radio. Everyone is pleased for you, and we re 

A 

sure that you'll do well with it. 

Be st., Regards , 
i I'; 
~-------

Dennis Troute 
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NBC NEWS 
A DIVISION OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC, 

Piazza del Collegio Romano, 1/a - Rome, Italy 

Tel. 686.741 

DAVID K. TEITELBAUM 

Director operatioD& 
Mediterranean area 

Mr. Ron Nessen, 
Press Secretary, 
White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

Sept. 24, 1974 

I am a "David" but I am not a "Brinkley." 
Which is by way of saying that I see you are 

off to a wonderful start in your new job. 
My hopes, wishes and, yes, prayers are with 

you in this new undertaking so important not only 
to you and me but to our country. 

Congratulations. 
Sincerely, 

D~Teitelbaum 

. ,,, 
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SEP v 

THE DAYTON JOURNAL HERALD 

Sept. 23rd 1974. 

Mr. Ronald Nessen, 
Press Secretary, 
White House, 

FOUNDED IN 1808 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, D.C.20500. 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

Please accept my hearty congratulations on your 
appointment. 

We met very briefly at the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry Offices in New Delhi in 1971, 
during the India-Pakistan-Bangladesh conflict. I 
signed some official papers as a witness for your 
accredition card andyou reciprocated by signing my 
papers to complete the formalities. 

With warm regards and best wishes, 
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SEP 23 1974 

Sept. 20, 1974 

Dear Ron: 

Just a brief note of congratulations 

on your selection as White House news 

secretary. 

I know you will carry into your new job 

the same excellence and integrity you 

displayed as a network correspondento 

Best wishes, 

ZZ"e:Lot-
Ray Thompson 
Sr. Anchorman 
KTAR-TV, Phoenix 
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4oor ,\.TBRASKA AVESUE, .\..\X7
, \VASHL\.f1TO~. D. C. :2oCJr6. E?v!ERSO,\. :2·4ooo 

TOM E. FARO 
\'ice Frt:sidcnt and GcJH:nrl Mana.;,;er 

September 25, 1974 

Dear Ron, 

I'm sure that Tom won't mind if I borrow 
his writing paper to send my congratulations 
and best wishes to you. I was vacationing 
when your appointment was announced, and 
missed the opportunity to do this in person. 

You have taken on a challenging, 
exciting job, and all of us envy you that. 
I know that you will handle this beautifully. 
As someone in the White House used to say -
enjoy - enjoy. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely, 
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MR. RON NESSEN 
WHITE HOUSE PRESS OFF I CB 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, o.C. 

DEAR RON: 

CHANNEL TWO TELEVISION COMPANY 

lV 
SEP 2 3 1974 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1974. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR APPOINTMENT AS PRESS SECRETARY. I HAD A 
FEELING YOU MIGHT BE NEXT IN LINE AND I 1 M GLAD THAT YOU WERE. 

I'M DYING TO GET BACK TO WASHINGTON, SO IF YOU SEE &NYTHING 
OPENING UP YOU THINK I'D BE INTERESTED IN I'D APPRECIATE KNOWING 
ABOUT IT. 

I WISH YOU GREAT SUCCESS IN YOUR NEW CAPACITY AND AM SURE IT WILl 
ADD AN INTERESTING PAGE TO YOUR CAREER. 

COME SEE US IN TEXAS. WE THINK OF YOU OFTEN. 

CAL THOMAS 

PO. BOX 2222 I HOUSTON, TEXAS 77001 
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S E fY'~ 5 1974 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20580 

MAYO J. THOMPSON 

COMMISSIONER 

Mr. Ron Nessen 

September 24, 1974 

Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

Congratulations. I wish you well. I 
am confident that you will do well. Every 
man makes mistakes, so don't feel too badly 
that you were second when you should have 
been first choice. 

I am personally delighted that you are 
there. Aside from the fact that you will 
undoubtedly handle the assignment with skill 
and honor, you will be able to keep an eye 
on Dave Kennerly, who bears.considerable 
watching. · 

I would very much like to visit with you. 
Perhaps we can get together for lunch. 

Again, heartiest congratulations. 

Yours faithfully 
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MRS. EDITH TINT 

47 SIOUX AVENUE 

ROCKAWAY, N. J. 07866 

Nr. Ronald H. Nessen 
}'ress Secretary 
The \v'hi te ~louse 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear I'Ir. [,;essen: 

September 24, 1974 

Congratulations on your recent appointment 
as l)ress Secretary to the J'resident. 

I proBised my 75-year old mother th3t I would 
write this letter to you to inquire if whether 
you are a long-lost relative. Her maiden name 
was Nessen. She wr=ts born in Hussia, came to 
this country about 1912 and had several cousins 
with the same name. 

Good luck in your new job and I would appreciate 
hearinG from you. 
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CBS 
NEWS 
A Division of CBS Inc. 
524 West 57 Street 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 765-4321 

Dear Ron: 

SEP261974 

September 24, 1974 

I want to congratulate you with all my heart on your appointment as 
White House Press Secretary. Having had the pleasure of working with 
you on that memorable recovery cruise in 1969, I realize from personal 
knowledge and experience what a splendid choice the President has made. 
Don't worry about the frustrations which will arise from time to time. 
You'll do a superb job, and we're all counting on you. 

With very best wishes for great success, 

1 .. ·"· f'i i J j J '\ _:~, 
..-41/'\ V w'·"'""i'· · 

Dallas Townsend 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 
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The newsweekly of broadcasting and allied arts 

SoiTalshoH 
Chairman and Editor 

SEP 231974 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

September 20, 1974 

A great tribute to you---and to broadcast journalism. 

Congratulations. 

ST:ld 

1735 DeSales Street NW Washington DC 20036 Telephone 202-638-1022 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

SEP 26 1074 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
NBC 
4001 Nebraska Ave. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nessen, 

20 September 1974 

I have just read the leak of the week. As an expert 
standing in Zooo motimitis on the leak circuit, I have 
become a leak expert and figure this is for real. 

Congratulations! 

On the other hand ••. does this mean an end to your 
career as a star of the silver screen at the White House 
Correspondents Annual Banquet? If you are never again 
to be seen in your never·- to- be-equalled performance of 
Nessen breaking up, I don't know whether the price is 
worth it; whether the nation can stand this heavy loss. 

Again, heartiest congratulations. 

gus MacLean Thuermer 
sistant to the Director 
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TO. 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 

September 23, 1974 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

You must be deluged with well-wishing messages! 

Here's another: Audrey and I wish you and Cindy 
the fruits of challenge, the pleasures of hard 
work, satisfaction in watching power well-used, 
and of self-fulfillment. 

On top of that, I'll mention that I could not 
have prepared you for, in that radio/television 
newswriting class, what you are now into serving 
as the link between the nation's Chief Executive 
and the public. 

I'm impressed. 

Good luck. 

Sincerely, 

EP 1 7. 

0 
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,@1]1 THE NEWS 
t ~ NEW YORK'S PICTURE NEWSPAPER 

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

WILLIAM UMSTEAD I Assistant Managing Editor 

September 23, 1974 

Congratulations on your appointment as press 
secretary. I'm sure you'll do a fine job for both the 
President and the press. It's especially gratifying 
to see such well-deserved recognition of the exception
al ability of an old colleague. 

If you get to San Francisco with the President 
for the UPI Edicon meeting on Oct. 2, Dillman and I 
will let you buy us a drink. 

June also sends her regards. 

Best wishes, 

Bill Umstead 
/fl 

220 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET· NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017 ·TELEPHONE (212) 682-1234 
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AMBASSADOR 0454. 

Dear Ron: 

12, HANOVER TERRACE, 

REG~NTS PARK, 

N.W.1. 

September 22,1974 

I think back on that today show interview with Ford last 

may and how you didn't show much charity towards him in 

your questions •••• show~ou the trouble "being tough" ¥J: 
can get yo~ into ••••• 

Congratu~ations, and 

good luck. ;1 

(/IJJ,jj. 
/ 
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MRS. JOSEPH VADALA 

16 UPLAND ROAD, NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y. 10804 
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TELTEX PO NEWYORKNY 
MR RON NESSON <PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY > 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON ,D .c • 
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Octo'bar 7, 1974 
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THE BOEING COMPANY 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron, 

October 1, 1974 

955 L'Enfant Plaza, North, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

I believe the last time we talked you were recovering from a 
grenade wound at Walter Reed. The thought occurred to me that 
eventually you would fondly recall Vietnam and other places as 
"the good old days". 

I just want you to know that alot of people like me are 
pleased to know you have accepted the toughest news job in the 
world. We are also behind you and can and will do anything to 
assist you. 

So someday when you are looking back at the "good old days" 
in a Da Nang Buddhist pagoda with everybody waiting to take a shot 
at you, fire a flare and the close support people will arrive. 

I am sure you remember Col. Bill McGinty. We are now with 
Boeing in Washington without even the benefit of a "five o'clock 
follies" to brighten an otherwise dull afternoon. 

All kidding aside, we are both pleased to know you are over 
there and doing a superb job. 

Sincerely, 

~o=-
George L. Weiss 
Public Relations Representative 
THE BOEING COMPANY 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852 

September 20, 1974 

I don't know whether to send congratulations or 
condolences, so here's both. 

I know of no harder job in government -- and few as 
important. 

My very best wishes go with you. 
yell! 

If I can help, please 

T. Walden 
istant Commissioner 

or Public Affairs 
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:t>ir. Ron Nessen 

SUMNERS. WEENER 

460 WEST 24 STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 

September 24, 1974 

5112 Baltimore Ave. 
Bethesda, Haryland 20016 

Dear Ron: 

Best wishes on your new venture on the tightrope ••• 
and may you be successful in your attempts to keep 
the lines of information open. 

I imagine you are being given reams of advice by 
what is now called "the media" •• and I have no 
intention of adding to the volume. I believe 
you will succeed if only you can follow your own 
formula as expressed last Friday. 

Good luck and 
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s r= p :2. 5 , 9 7 4 

September 24 ••••• 

Dear Ron •••• 

Your move came last week while I was on vacation, 
so I didn't have the opportunity to extend 
congratulations. May all go well •••• thru '76 ••• 
and after. 

Now that war has been ruled out ••• and Father 
McLaughlin is leaving ••• it should be a sleigh ride 
from now on. But even if the snow melts ••••• 
best wishes •• !! 
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STANLEY A. WIENER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ADAS ISRAEL CONGREGATION 

2850 QUEBEC STREET, N. W. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
5112 Baltimore Avenue 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dear Ron, 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20008 

September 23, 1974 

My sincerest congratulations on your appointment. I have no 
doubts as to your successful and qualified handling of this important 
assignment. 

I have followed your career with a great deal of personal 
interest, as your family and mine were always good friends and 
your late father was Vice-President of our Men's Club when I was 
President. I know how proud he would be today. 

I see mother quite often at services, and have just spoken to 
her to convey my congratulations to her also. 

In a more personal vein, I am retiring from my position here 
as Executive Director, after 40 years of activity in our congrega
tion. If I can be of any help in any capacity (a-dollar-a-year-man), 
I will have a lot of time on my hands. 

Good luck and good health. 

Cordially, 

mw 
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~~ 
I * I THE ;MERICAN UNIVERSITY 

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 10016 

Office of the President 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

J 
~I SEP 2 6 1974 

September 25, 1974 

All of us at The American University feel a 
sense of great pride in your selection as Press Secretary 
to President Ford. 

I recognize the enormous demands on your time, 
particularly in the early days of this assignment. But a 
bit later on, we hope to have the pleasure of a visit by 
you to campus so that we may express in a more personal 
way the admiration we have for the high accomplishment 
of a very distinguished alumnus. 

Very sincerely yours, 

George H. Williams 

\ 
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660 West Evanston Circle 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
September 23, 1974 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ron: 

SEP 25 197t1 

I'm sure you don't know me, but I'm an Alumnus of Calvin Coolidge High 
School in Washington, D. C. - graduating in February 1951. 

Little did I realize back then when I heard you give our "Bell Schedule" 
and announcements over the radio each morning that you would go on to 
what is probably the highest job a newsman can hold. 

I've followed your career quite closely ever since I heard you were an 
NBC News Correspondent, Ron, and I'm proud to know that a fellow 
"Coolidge-ite" has made it to the top. 

I want to wish you the very best of luck in your new assignment. You've 
earned it, and I know you'll be an asset to our President. 

Sincerely yours, 

<t....-.. u.')~~~-......... •...._. • .__ 
~etlee Jarrett Wetherbee ~ 

v~· 



lept I f:eer H. 1914 

~Jaluat 

ftal*• lac ,... tiwwlll'ttd .... 
I ....U7 appnoiate ,..: 1J1104 
....... "-!' - • --~ d8al 
- - ... aM to .., •tta..lua 
foe tbla IMir -f.tl I I-~. 

•*---~· 
liD ... 17• 

... Jolla 3 ..... -..lde 
Yt.c. CIMat.zo.D 
"- C'c lU:ee f• ~ P-*-•• IM. 
2325 ~ la-t ••• 
1luldJagt:Ge• D.C. 20101 

RHaBMOaki 

BN-2 



The Committee for the Future, Inc. 
International Headquarters & New Worlds Training and Education Center 
2325 Porter Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008 · (202)966-8776 

26 

A non-profit organization dedicated to bringing the options for a positive future into the public arena for decision and action 

Board of Directors: 

September 24, 1974 

Ron Nessen 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

Best wishes on your appointment. 

I think perhaps we were safer in Viet Nam. 

Yours truly, 

Jo J. Whiteside 

Barbara Marx Hubbard, Chairman · john j. Whiteside, Vice Chairman · Ray Bradbury · G. Fred lawrence · lee Stephen Windheim · john F. Yardley 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Liz --

On this Japan paragraph, something 
non-commital about I'll sure keep you 
in mind when we start talking about 
arrangements. 

He hasn't seen any of these letters -
wanted them answered first, as he 
didn't have the time. 

connie 

P. S. I xeroxed for Japan file, so 
you can keep this with congrats letters. 



NBC NEWSliELECTIONS 
THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10020, CIRCLE 7-8300 

September 20, 1974 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
News Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron, 

Warmest congratulations and best wishes 
in turning the tide of tsooris that faces 
you. 

Among the first major tasks facing you 
will be arrangements for coverage of the 
President's trip to Japan. As you know, 
I've been involved a number of times in 
planning and coordination of NBC's coverage 
of a few presidential travels and the 
campaign trips of presidential and vice 
presidential candidates. All of which, 
of course, makes me an expert in the field. 

You will need help in this area. You 
will certainly be hiring staff. And, I'd 
like to be considered. To say the least, 
I'm available. 

Best regards, 

~ 
= -:1--

RAY WEISS 



.. 

IIRESENTLY: (since August 1959) 
NBC NEWS, 30 Rockefeller Plaza (1290 6AV) 
r.w York, N.Y. 10020 

Pbone: (212) CI 7-8300 ext. 5295 

Manager, Election Analysis - since September 1971 
Cleveland Mayoral Primary and Election, 1971 
Presidential Primaries, 1972 
Decision 72 Handbook 
Gen~al Election coverage, 1972 . 

RAY WEISS 
711 Amat.:da Avenue (24-L) 
New Yor:lt, N.Y. 1Q025 

lbone & (212) 110 2-9187 

LBJ Funeral coverage in Austin and at LBJ Ranch, January 1973 

News Duty Manager - July 1968 to September 1971 
Field l"i'Octucer, Cambodia (in Phnom Penh) - May to July 1970 

Fbreign Assi~t Editor - April 1962 to July 1968 
Coordinat~in Paris) - First weeks of Vietnam Peace Talks & Sorbonne Riots, May 1968 
Coordinator (in Tokyo) - Pueblo capture and 'lET offensive, January 1968 
Coordinator (aboard press plane) - LBJ around the world trip, December 1967 
Editor - TV Analysis Desk, Elections, November 1966 
Producer-coordinator (in N. Zealand & Thailand) - LBJ Asian Trip, Q::tober 1966 
Coordinator (in London) - British Elections, &rch 1966 
Controlroom Coordinator - ,Gemini 6 & 7, December 1965 
Coordinator (in London) - Churchill Death and Funeral, January 1966 
CoOrdinator (in London) - British Elections, Q:tober 1964 
Coordinator (in the field) - William Miller & Hml Vice Presidential campaigns, 1964 
Producer - Satellite coverage GOP Convention for EBU, 1964 
Field Producer (in l".exico City) - DeGaulle Mexico Visit, tbrc:h 1964 
Coordinator . - Papal Holy Land Trip , January 1964 
Coordinator (in New York) - JFK Europe Trip, June 1963 
Coordinator - JFK San Jose Trip, March 1963 
Field Producer Cin Miami) - Cuban Crisis, Q:tober 1962 
Editor - Midwest TV Desk, Elections, November 1962 
Editor (at Cape Kennedy) - MA-6 
Producer - NBC Radio Special "Dilenma in Europe" 
Producer - WNBC-'l'V documentary series "New York 161" 
Desk Editor - Central News Desk, News on the Hour, Local 
Writer - Huntley-Brinkley Report, 11th Hour TV News , Gabe Pressman TV News, 

Local TODAY Show news segments, etc. 

PREVICOSLY: 
RADIO PRESS OO'ERNATICJt\L ( O::tober 1958-August 1959), Foreign & National Editor, 

tJ-N Correspondent, Havana Correspondent for coverage of Castro tald.ng power. 
CHANNEL 5 (NY) TV NEWS (JUne 1957-June 1958), Writer-Reporter-Researcher "Nightbeat" 

Mike Wallace interview program. (March 1956-J\me 1957), City News Editor-Writer 
"M:l.Jce Wallace and the News" &"WABD'rV Headline Hews." 

ASSOCIATED PRESS, NY, (June 1955-Marc:h 1956); RADIO S'l'ATIQf WILL, Chwpaign, nllnoitl 
(June 195G-Pebruaryl953); DAlLY ILLINI newspaper, a..paign, nlinoia. 

EDUCATIQf: 
University of nlinois - B.s. in Joumalia, 1951. Graduate 8tucly iD ~ationa. 

MlLrrARY SERVJO:: 
u.s. ltl::rtq, April lt53-Apr11 1955 (Jiew Jeney, lfor:ea, Japan). 

lonl: Deo-ber 14, 1t28. 
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Ron Nesien: 

9/21/74 

It's sure a long way from "negotiating" a ipot and 

actualit.y for the lOa. Hourlf! Good Luck and 

congra ta. 

fJt,_.. //.. ~5 

~/Jv ~~ I~ 
tv ~ l( - ~ . \( 




