
The original documents are located in Box 5, folder “Correspondence - Congratulatory 
Letters: L-M” of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Digitized from Box 5 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



,,.,. 

n.e.~a ................. ,.. ..... .. 
Ina Dw Cle"!ed ""'· 
..,.,.. ........ ur ...... ............ ............. .., ......... ..... 
a..twl.a••,._.._..._,,n•·" 

.... _ .. -·······~ ............. 
............. 
Mldlr••l•• .. ••-C.. 
WIJau&4AIIaMt 
a ........ -.. .... 

&IC/U/_. 



MEMO 
fronl the desk of 

D I C K L 0 B 0 

______..,:,-=--7 -;:-;, . 

~--------
r;;'ood Jczf. / 

;f,p.,.__J~_cl ; J' !) ;;:: . 



ftnJre ,_. ,...... ~ .... 
1 .-u~ .,...otau ,.._ .,_. 
---· ~ - • treat deal to ·- ....... to- eH~t•l-
foa' tlal8 - -s.-••t. 
Wl~ll vu:a npi:C18• 

·~·1~. 

lf181 

RNam«>aJti 



Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 

Dear Ron: 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
402 BULLETIN BUILDING 

P. 0. BOX 7784 . 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 18101 

My congratulations and best wiaheso 

TEL: 215•EV 2·5571 

Septo 23 , 1974 

An bo~ who can play bridge at the federal courthouse in Baltimore 
during the Agnew affair (you did play wit· this neophyte, I think?) 
will have the finesse to handle the ~ough slams you may find 
outside the Oval Officeo 

Our association was brief , but it was pleasURable, and I ' m sure 
the new Ron will show tha old Ron how '1 t raall;r should ~:~:· , _,() 

Again good luck. ~~ ~ 

DOUG BAILEY 
CHIEP' OP' BUREAU Enterprise Editor 
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LAYFER, COHEN, HANDELSMAN & MORA, LTD. 

SbYMOUR ..J. LAY FER 

SAMUEL T. COHEN 

NORMAN A. HANDELSMAN 

RONALD N. MORA 

TERRENCE F. NETZKY 

IRVING G. LANG 

ROBERT R. SCHER 

GEORGE M. BOEHM 

MARC E. SH ERWOOO 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

SIXTY-NINE WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

SUITE 1150 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602 

RANDOLPH 6-5100 

September 24, 197 4' 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Presidential Press Secretary 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

I note with a great deal of pleasure that you 
have been appointed Presidential Press Secretary. 

and best wishes. 

SJL :ap 
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September 22, 1974 

~ar Re .. ie, 

OJ!~ ef tlt ~ r!!'a 1 kick5 ef' rema in•c ia yelll' he11e 

tew:R 11 ef .r-ur life c me 'Mh f!Jil same eu yeu remember 

ia t sixtlt ~de at tlte a ~ •t te . s Rellllie bee mes 

Rea--tae spekesu n fer tile Presideat ef tlte Uaited 

States. I waat te oeauatulate yea - ad tell yeu llew 

preud ef yeu. I am. 

I am still ia .. Aiar;tel'l t. •, tea okiac art at 

CabiR Jeba Jr. Hir;h Selteel ia Meatc••ry Ceot;r. I 

am r.: rried te a att•ruy wae ia Depv.t.r Chief ef tae 

Orp:aized Cri•e aad Raeketeeri I! Seeti•rt at tae Jutice 

Depart•at. My sister Gilda still llv rb;r, aad is 

as thrilled s I a .• wit h :r•ur aew acoe~~plisJaaeat. 

Siacere wisltes fer suceess ia y.ur aew jeb. We 

all tltiak tae Preaideat made a excelleat c~ eice. 

11 r.he b~at, 

Teb:r Bereewi tz LM wy 
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COMMISSION ON CRITICAL CHOICES FOR AMERICANS 

NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER 
Chairman 

Members Ex-Officio 

GERALD R. FORD 

HENRY A. KISSINGER 

GEORGE P. SHULTZ 

MIKE MANSFIELD 

HUGH SCOTT 

THOMAS P. O'NEILL, JR. 

JOHN J. RHODES 

Members 

IVAN ALLEN, JR. 

MARTIN ANDERSON 

ROBERT 0. ANDERSON 

MRS. W. VINCENT ASTOR 

WILLIAM 0. BAKER 

DANIEL J. BOORSTIN 

NORMAN E. BORLAUG 

ERNEST L. BOYER 

GUIDO CALABRESI 

JOHN S. FOSTER, JR. 

LUTHER H. FOSTER 

NANCY HANKS 

BELTON KLEBERG JOHNSON 

CLARENCE B. JONES 

JOSEPH LANE KIRKLAND 

JOHN H. KNOWLES, M.D. 

DAVIDS. LANDES 

MARY WELLS LAWRENCE 

SOL M. LINOWITZ 

EDWARD J. LOGUE 

CLARE BOOTHE LUCE 

PAUL W. Me CRACKEN 

DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN 

BESS MYERSON 

WILLIAMS. PALEY 

RUSSELL W. PETERSON 

WILSON RILES 

LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER 

WILLIAM J. RONAN 

OSCAR M. RUEBHAUSEN 

JOSEPH C. SWIDLER 

EDWARD TELLER 

ARTHUR K. WATSON 

MARINA v. N. WHITMAN 

CARROLL L. WILSON 

GEORGE D. WOODS 

HENRY L. DIAMOND 
Executive Director 

22 WEST FIFTY-FIFTH STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019 

TELEPHONE: (212) 977-9320 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
5112 Baltimore Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Ron: 

September 20, 1974 

By now your appointment must be official and 
I send you my congratulations~ It won't be 
easy; you will probably feel at first a pull 
between your years as a newsman and the demands 
of the job. If you're lucky, you will keep 
your sanity and good humor. I have no doubt 
you will do an excellent job. Over the years 
that I worked with you, you always turned in a 
first rate performance. I regarded you (and 
still do) as one of NBC News' most level-headed, 
conscientious reporters. Your sense of high 
professionalism will carry over to the White 
House and the President is lucky to have someone 
of your caliber on hand to help him negotiate 
the next couple of extremely tricky years. 

If I can help you any way, let me know. Since I 
left NBC News, I've been guiding this wacky 
enterprise through the public relations shoals 
and having a good time doing it. Perhaps we 
shall see each other when and if my boss finally 
makes it to Washington. In any case, good luck 
and Godspeed. 

Best, 

; \o A~-; .l i .. '-'}J.j)A.._~ 
V'-' 

Walter D. Littell 
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8 !Yil@W~ WASHINGTON 

Sept 20, 74 

Ron, 

The electronic media hopes we 

now have a 11 news secretary11 instead 

of a "press 11 secretary. 

Good luck and hope you remain 

"operative11 longer than the last 

one. 

BILL LO·RD 
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Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 

llBn NE XIS 
\X \X 

October 11, 1974 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

H t{ <' 

You left here in such a hurry, I never got to say 
goodbye or to congratulate you on your new job. Or 
should I congratulate you? Anyway, you know I wish 
you the best, and I hope you can get out to NBC some 
time for a visit. We miss you. 

Best .. 

Ann Maiatico 
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90 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK NY 10016 983-5060 

DONALD H McGANNON 
President 
and 

• WBZ-TV BOSTON 

~NEW YORK 

KYW· KYW-TV PHILADELPHIA 

WJZ-TV BALTIMORE 

KDKA· KDKA-TV PITTSBURGH 

WOWO FT WAYNE 

WINO CHICAGO 

KPIX SAN FRANCISCO 

KFWB LOS ANGELES 

WESTINGHOUSE BROADCASTING COMPANY INC 

Chairman of the Board Septennber 30, 1974 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

My congratulations to you on your appointnnent as President 
Ford's Press Secretary. I am delighted that a journalist 
from the electronic media has been so recognized and I 
think it augurs well. 

I know you know Sid Davis, Jim McManus, Jerry Udwin, 
Dick Brasie, Neil Currie and Matt Cooney but I also want 
you to be assured that if there is anything we can do that is 
appropriate and valid, I hope you will feel free to call upon 
us. 

Kindest personal regards and I'll look forward meeting 
you soon. 

/mj 

P. S. I am enclosing a copy of some recent correspondence 
I had with the President which I wanted you to be 
aware of. 
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The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, . D. C. 

Dea·r President Ford: 

Septennber 30, 1974 

First, let me express on behalf of my family and myself our 
sincere best wishes for Mrs. Ford's recovery. She will continue 
to be in our wishes and prayers. This very serious situation 
arising in relationship to the Summit nnakes your presence and 
devotion of time to the whole problem of inflation even more sig
nificant and meaningful. 

Secondly, I think the two-day meeting was an important and valu
able one. Some oynics might consider it non-productive of any 
new ideas or solutions. Such a viewpoint negates the fact that the 
President of the United States views our economic circumstance 
so seriously that he personally devoted a day and a half of his 
time to it. Of similar importance, is the fact that the President 
liste11ed to the views of everyone and anyone in person. Both of 
these facts are precedents and are extremely important. 

Prior to attending the meeting I was in doubt as to what if anything 
would be required of individual participants or what if anything I 
had to say. I prepared the attached statement as a contingent pos
sibility but as the meeting continued I did not see an appropriate 
time to advance it. 

I want to call your attention particularly to Points 1 and 2. The 
first of these deals with the question of frontally informing the 
American public of the true status of our plight by you and your 
office. Sylvia Porter and others alluded to this and I simply wish 
to underscore my feelings in this connection. 

~- ··- ~ • .... <. 

./. 
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The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
September 30. 1974 
Page Z 

Point Z deals with the communication process. Obviou:'sly, I have 
some bias in this connection. Appreciating that it is my conviction 
that in order to involve and inform the entire public, to warrant 
their commitment and continued positive reaction, you and the other 
principals involved in this serious effort must resort to the most 
advanced and sophisticated methods of communication available. 
The brevity of my statement of Point 2 ''ras in deference to the pres
sure of the meeting. I refer to the use of prime time efforts which 
would be of great significance and very consistent with your com
mitment of openess and rapport. 

I view it as an inseparable element of moral leadership which the 
Office of the President must possess but which has not existed, in 
my opinion, since Roosevelt's "Fireside Chats" and some of 
Kennedy's press conferences. Via this method of relating, the ptblic 
could be a part of this entire effort and therefore share in the re . ., 
sponsibility as well as the accomplishment. 

If I or any of our people can be of help to you in this connection, I 
hope you will feel free to call upon us. 

Kindest personal regards and congratulations on an outstanding 
beginning step. 

Sincerely, 

/mj 

'• '· .. ~" 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 

JULIAN GOODMAN 
Cha1rm"n and 
Chief Exccu!in Officer 

Dear Bob: 

THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020, CIRCLE 7-8300 

April 24, 1974 

I was greatly touched by your warm and thoughtful. 
letter. I agree with you that in the death of Frank McGee 
the nation as well as NBC has lost one of its greatest 
assets. 

Glad to hear all the good news about your family. 
It's hard to realize that your oldest grandson is already 
on his way to college. Time does fly by. 

·~ Now that you mention it, television has indeed be
come a giant in our society and our hope should be that its 
power will always be used wisely. You and I were in on it 
from the beginning and we truly understand the responsibility 
which it requires from all Americans. 

Thanks for writing and I hope all will continue to 
go well with you and your family. 

Mr. Robert Terrell 

Sincerely, 

.·~ 

•, . \ ·, 
. "· /L\ \ . .\.;.., -., 

-/· 

Jul:j_an Goodman 

1815 North Main Street 
Hendersonville, North Carolina 28739 
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FREDERIC V. MALEK 

6709 LUPINE LANE 

McLEAN. VIRGINIA 22101 

708·3156·15620 

The Honorable Ronald N esson 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

September 30, 1974 

Your recent appointment as Press Secretary delighted me beyond 
belief. I congratulate the President for his choice and commend 
you for taking on a really tough job. 

It seems as if Charlie Edwards and I were right all along- or has 
the White House simply relaxed its screening standards! In retrospect 
it is fortunate that you have saved your powder for this most 
difficult of all assignments. 

On a personal note, I am greatly enjoying my return to private 
industry. In this regard want to thank you for suggesting Harry 
Walker who already has several interesting talks in the works. 

Please let me know if I can ever be of assistance to you. In the 
meantime, I wish you the great success that you deserve and will 
surely earn. 

FREDERIC V. MALEK 
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752-1212 

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen, 
Press Secretary, 
The White Rouse, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ron: 

can 

BaIt i more, M d. 21203 

Sept~ 25, 1974 

Just a few lines to congratulate you on your appointment~ 

I wish you much success and I know that you'll do the job 
with all proper f i tnes s and with your usual aplomb and 
suavity~ 

I'm glad that you have a sense of humer - apparently you'll 
need it. 

Just remember, as in 'Nam, duck when you see the whites 
of their eyes. 

Can't think of when you might be back in Baltimore - particularly 
at the Federal Court Building again but it was a pleasure 
and a lot of fun despite the mass confusion during the Agnew 
affair. 

Again, lotsa luckl 

Sincerely, 

227~ 
Ellison F. Moss 

p. ----- -
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

LIME GROVE STUDIOS LONDON W12 7RJ 

TELEPHONE 01-743 8000 CABLES: TELECASTS LONDONPS4 

TELEGRAMS: TELECASTS LONDON TELEX TELEX: 22182 

·'lr. Ron Nessen, 
mh~=~ Thi +e ~ouse, 

r\C! ton, D.C. 
u. 
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NBC NEWS WORLDWIDE.INC. 
A DIVISION OF NA T!ONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY. INC 

:zs STJAMES's STREET. LON DON, SW1A 1HA, o1-839 4571. TELEX 27765 

IRWIN MARGOLIS 
GENERAL MANAGER. EUROPE 

September 26 1974 

Mr. Ron Nesson 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

Frankly, I think you'll make out better 
with a contract that provides for a fee~ 
for every appearance. Forget that break
figure nonsense~ it discourages incentive. 

Seriously, congratulations; all the best 
of good fortune. Y'll come see us soon, 
y'hear. 

Regards 
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AUTOMATION INDUSTRIES, INC. 
VITRO LABORATORIES DIVISION 

.. 3471 SAVIERS ROAD 
OXNARD. CALIFORNIA 93030 
(805) 487-5411 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron, 

S~P 28 1974 

September, 23, 1974 

My congratulations on your appoin1Jnent as Press Secretary. 
It's great of see a "local boy make good". 

I've enjoyed seeing you on NBC News, and now I'm sure 
there's more to cane. You and President Ford both keep up 
the good work! 

Sincerely, 

:J.ci(lllu~ 
Joseph W. ~Cann 
Coolidge High 
Class of '50 
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LONDON DAILY EXPRESS 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20200 

Septe•ber jO, 1974 

1077 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20004 

EXl!IOUTIVJC 3-0840-1-2 

PleRse know that your colleagues among the foreign correspondents 
in WRshington join the rest of the White House Press Corps in 
WPrmly wishing you well in the big job. 

If ever there is any way I can be of service with a word of 
Advice P-bout some pl~ce or subject on which •Y nationality qualifies 
me, I would be pleased if you would call on me. 

It goes without saying we all hope that President Ford will 
think of us if he decides to background the press on special trips 
or subjects. 

Once again, congratulations and best wishes. 

Aye , 

/ ' (IT? /h1 v{ 
Boss Mark 
Chief of Bureau 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

WESTERN STATE COLLEGE OF COLORADO 

GuNNISON, CoLoRADO 

81230 

September 24, 197 4 

Please accept my congratulations and those of my wife on your 
appointment as President Ford's Press Secretary. We think it is very 
well deserved. 

As events have unfolded in recent months, Joyce and I have 
frequently talked about that pleasant and stimulating late evening 
discussion we had with you in our home following your presentation 
during our Senior Forum. We discussed futures, you might recall-
yours and Mr. Ford 1s--and it is fascinating for us to see how the two 
have become intertwined. 

We wish the very best for you and look forward to seeing a real 
pro operate as Press Secretary during the years ahead. If you ever 
feel the need (or have the time) to get far from the madding crowd and 
into these magnificent Rockies, our home is yours. The refrigerator 
will be well stocked with Coors and we won't even tell anyone that you 
are here. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

1!::.1~ 
President 

JM:am 
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DICKINSON, THROCKMORTON, PARKER, MANNHEIMER & RAIFE 

L. CALL DICKINSON 

ROBERT B. THROCKMORTON 

ADDISON M. PARKER 

ROBERT E. MANNHEIMER 

JOHN H. RAIFE 

JOHN R. MACKAMAN 

L. CALL DICKINSON, JR. 

DWIGHT W. JAMES 

HARRY T. WATTS 

RICHARD J. HOWES 

PAUL R. TYLER 

MICHAEL J. GALLIGAN 

F. RICHARD LYFORD 

ARTHUR F. OWENS 

KENNETH D. BENHART 

Dear Ron: 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

500 FLEMING BUILDING 

DES MOINES, IOWA 50309 

September 24,1974 

SEP 2,j 1974 

AREA CODE 515 

TELEPHONE 288-7203 

I hope you will recall that we met at a dinner party at the 
home of Nick and Mary Lynn Kotz last October during the Pacem in 
Terris conference, the week that Mr. Agnew resigned. 

I wanted only to take this opportunity to congratulate you 
on your appointment as the President's Press Secretary. This is 
certainly a fine recognition of your various achievements, and based 
on our brief acquaintance and my knowledge of your previous effective 
efforts, I know you will do an excellent job which will bring credit 
to the White House and to the country. 

Although I do not know the President, I congratulate him also 
on having the wisdom to appoint you, and you can give him that message. 
I particularly liked the statement which you made in accepting the 
position, that you and the press had the same objective, to bring as 
much information as possible to the public about what goes on at the 
White House. 

With this atmosphere pervading the White House, I am confident 
that you and the Ford administration will be successful. Congratula
tions again, and I hope that we may have an opportunity to renew our 
acquaintance before too long. 

REM:mjg 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The President's Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

~;cerely, 

~--+1'·/Jec_tA, J~Uuer 
Robert E. Mannheimer 
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Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20004 

Dear Ron: 

~ SEP 26 \974 

730 Oakmount Ave. 
Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89109 
September 23, 1974 

Congratulations on your new assignment! I guess now you'll 
get the chance to find out whether it's any easier coming up 
with the answers than it was asking the questions. 

If my name doesn't ring a bell, it's not at all surprising, 
as it's been about 10 years since we met. Our paths crossed 
in South Vietnam in 1965 when you came to Can Tho for a few 
days to do some stories. I was the PIO sergeant who escorted 
you around while you were there. 

Don't know whether you've seen the enclosed clipping on the 
controversial subject of press secretaries, so I took the 
liberty of including it in my letter. 

Ron, I was wondering if it would be alright to stop by and say 
hello the next time I'm in Washington? 

All the best wishes in your new post! 
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Mr. Ronald Nessen 
5ll2 Bal. timore Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 2001~ 

De on- Mr. Nessena 

Rodney H. Mills, Jr • 
.5107 Baltimore Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

September 26, 1974 

I wanted to let you know that my wife and I OU"'8 
very happy indeed over your appointment as White House Press 
Secretary. And I lmow our feelings m-e shared by our whole 
neighborhood. 

We believe President Ford to be a very fine person 
and wish great success for both you md him. 

My wife Marjorie sends her best regards to Cindy. 
Again, our congratulations to you. 

Sincerely, 
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aeilth of good wishes 

Especially sent 

To congratulate you 

On this happy event 

And to wish that your future 

Brings continued success 

With all that it takes 
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MEMO 
from the desk of 

Ron Nessen 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 

Ron, 

September 20, 1974 

B E R T M E D L E Y 

SEP 

Congratulations and good luck on your new assignment 
at the White House. 
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The Bendix Corporation Tel (202) 331-8200 

Dear Ron: 

Washington Office 
1730 "K" Street, N W 
Washington, D C 20006 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

24 September 1974 

You may remember me as the erstwhile navigator of 
USS Princeton at the time of your coverage of the 
APOLLO X recovery. 

I want to congratulate you on your new appointment. 
It is a remarkable coincidence for me, because I am 
a friend of the President's brothers from Grand Rapids 
and Mrs. Ford was a dancing teacher of mine back home. 

No requests, just an expression of congratulations and 
a wish for good luck. 

Sincerely, 

CDR, USN, RET. • 
I 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20525 

September 23, 1974 

Honorable Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

Congratulations and best wishes on your new assignment. 
I know you will be equal to the task. 

It will be great working with you on the government side of 
the street! 

I'd like to brief you on ACTION at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~L 
Francis J. Matthews 
Deputy Assistant Director 
Office of Communications 
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NATIONAL 
SWIMMING POOL 
INSTITUTE 
2000 K STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 
TELEPHONE 202 331-8844 

September 23, 1974 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

Congratulations! The news of your appointment as 
the new Press Secretary is tremendous. 

Your long experience in the news field and close rela
tionship with President Ford makes you uniquely quali
fied for the assignment. I wish you every success. 

I look forward to working closely with you as The White 
House pool project gets underway. 

Sincerely, 

$.LQ..V 
William P. Markert, CAE 
Director of Communications 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1974 

Dear Ron: 

Congratulations! 

I'm sure you'll do a great job. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Paul A. Miltich 

Mr. Ron Nessen 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Affairs 

White House Press Secretary 
The White- House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 




