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Ronald Nessen
C/0 The White House
Washington, DC. 20510
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3. (A) DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO QUESTION THIS PERSON'S LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES?. ... ... ... . ... ... .. ... [ ves [ no
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 20, 1976

Dear Bud:

Thank you for your very understanding column
on the problems of being Press Secretary at
this particular time.

I appreciate the insights and experience
you have brought to your readers on this
subject.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Godfrey Sperling
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
910 16th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006










THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 20, 1976

Dear Tom:

Your column today on ""The Press and the
Campaign'" was useful and needed. 1 hope
others will take your suggestion and

write further on the subject as the campaign
unfolds.

I have felt for sometime, both in this job
and when I was a correspondent, that the
press is a very large and influential insti-
tution in our society which does not get

the same scruitny and coverage as other
large institutions.

I look forwafd to reading more of your
observations about the boys on the bus.

Sincerely,

on Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Tom Wicker

THE NEW YORK TIMES

229 West 43rd Street

New York, New York 10036
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 20, 1976

Dear Jim:

Thank you for the understanding insights
you brought to your readers in your

Sunday article on the problems of being
Press Secretary at this particular time.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen

Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. James M. Naughton
NEW YORK TIMES

1920 L Street, NW

8th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20036







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
2ly Jan 1976
Dear John,

Anyone who reads Clauswitz on vacation NEEDS a
vacation}

I'm sorry I missed you when you were in Washington. I
really needed some time off, Unfortunately I had to came back from
Florida a week early because my deputy, Bill Greener, was stolen
away by Rumsfeld to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public
Affairse I ended up going to Vail when I didn't intend to. But I
learned to ski, finally, and as everyone predicted I loved ite

I'm sarry that the outlook for PBS broadcast of my daily
briefing is not goode I agree with you that a great innovation
would be a TV channel (or channels) set aside for live broadcast
of events such as my briefing, Congressional hearings, various
news conferences, etc., which are now handled by the networks only
as a series of M“snippets" :30 seconds long,

Ever since I came to the White House I have been fighting
to keep various staff members from adopting an "anti-press" attitude
after bad or misleading stories about the President appear in the
papers or TV, Now I feel the anti-press tide is getting too strong’
for me to turn backe In facty I feel that I am gradually joining it,
I see in Kevin Phillips "Media Reports"® that a number of large
newspapers have assigned reporters full time to cover the press
coverage of the campaign, This is an encouraging sign, partly an
outgrowth of "The Bgys on the Bus," I am a strong believer in the
press covering the press with the same intensity it covers the
othexr important institutions in America,

Things are looking up for the President, I think (axl for
the Press Office, too)e. But I expect there will be a lot of ups and
downs before the year is over, Believe it or not, I enjoy this job
more and more all the time,

My hippy daughter, aged 20, has come to live in Washinge
ton, ostensibly to go to broadcasting school but really to become
a "growpie® with a rock bande I find it totally imposible to get
through to her or influence her life in any waye It's maddeningg

Let us know when the baby comess, C‘inw
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1976

Dear David:

Once again you have brought a fresh and indepkndent view to an
emotional subject in your column Sunday on premature journalistic
judgments at this early stage in the election/year.

Incidentally, your comment that the recenf polls showing the President
ahead of Reagan were buried in the newspapers, but probably well dise
played in the White House News Summarj, led me to check just how the
News Summary did handle polls.

For whatever interest it may be to you, reports of Reagan leading the

President in polls on January 8, 9 and 20 appeared on pages 2, 7 and 8,
respectively, of the News Summary. [ A report on the President leading
Reagan in the polls on January 23 appeared on page 7 of the White House
News Summary.

I don't know what that all means, Hut I thought you might be interested.

Stay in touch. I am sure we'll et somehwere along the trail,

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr, David Broder
The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C., 200/l ?/ﬁ /(,/



THE WHITE HOUSE

Mr,., David Broder

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N. W,
Washington, D, C. 20071



) Dave Broder Column
Washington Post - January 28, 19%6—

A Campaign
Trail of

Confusion

The presidential race is only in its fourth
week and already. there is enough con-
fusion to confound a Kissinger, were there
a Kissinger turning his intellect to
domestic politics, which, fortunately,
there is not. .

The first two rounds of the marathon
campaign tournament—the lowa and
Mississippi  caucuses—produced enough
surprises to make one suspect that buried
in the welter of regulations from the
Federal Elections Commission is one

suspending the law of averages for 1976.

Consider, for example, the odds you

\could have gotten on the foll(:W"ing

propositions, had you been crazy enough to
bet a month ago:

Jimmy Carter's Georgia charm will
wow the voters in chilly Iowa, but leave the

- good old boys in Mississippi cold.

Sargent Shriver will get more votes from
the Protestants in the piney-woods than he
does among the Catholics in Dubuque.

,ﬁi&eorge Wallace will draw a bigger

A\\'d 1 Boston than in Jackson.,

Jim Eastiand’s candidate, Lloyd Bent-
sen, will barely outpoll the Choctaws’
favorite. Fred Harris, in Mississippi.

Wallace's followers will flock to the
black-run caucuses as if they'd been
waiting all their life for the chance.

Morris Udall will turn serious and Birch
Bayh will be at a loss as to how to get his
name in the paper.

Ed Muskie will upstage Hubert Hum-
phrey and Scoop Jackson for prime-time
television exposure.

Jerry Ford will sail through a 90-minute
grilling en details of the budget without a
flaw while Ronald Reagan actually has

rouble convincing people that it would be
nice to have a $90 billion tax cut.

And Terry Sanford will wind up the
presidential race in the black.

The chances of any of these things
happening, let alone ali of them, in the first
four weeks of the year seemed minimal.
Yet there are those in the journalistic
world who will try to convince you that
they discern a logical pattern n all this
and they know how the game is going to be
played therestof the way.

That's nonsense.

The only pattern in this presidential

. derby is the lack of pattern; the only hkely
proposition, that whoever is a hero today
will be a hum tomozrow, '

Consider the case of Carter. He began
iest week by being hatled as a conqueror,
in some newspapers, for finishing second

“The only pattern in this’
presidential derby is the
lack of pattern; the only
likely proposition, that
whoever is a hero today
will be a bum tomorrow.”

to Ulysses S. Uncommitted in lowa. He
ended the week by apologizing to Hum-
phrey for calling him a “a loser” in Ver-
mont. That's quite a comedown. -

Mr. Ford made front-page news last
momhbyrmammnnugmhthe
Gatlup Poll. The January poll showed hum
nack in front of Reagan—but it was tuck="
away on the iwnside pages, except, orx
presumes, in the White House news
summary.

The only sane response to this sort of
pelitical fluctuation and journalistic flim-
flam is to aveid big and premature con-
clusions. Those who can retain a certain
detachment about the proceedings may a
even find a source of amusement. One
suspects that is really why Sanford, a wise
man who has, luckily, never been able to
suppress his own sense of humor, decided
to join such other observers of the vagaries
of political behavior as Ted Kennedy and
John Connally in the spectator’s gallery
for thisrace. - -

Meantime, there are some strong early
contenders for recognition in categories
other than presidential nominee. John Bell
Williams, the former governor of
Mississippi, becamean instant favorite for
the “Worst Winner of the Year’’ award by
his antics at his precinct caucus in
Mississippi.

williams, 2 Wallace supporter, had the

*voting cards of all the Wallace backers in
his precinct in his hands, when he laun-
ched into a tirade against the “loyalty
oath” language on the forms. To
dramatize his disgust with this
bureaucratic infringement on his oft-
employed right to bolt the party of his
fathers, the fiery Williams dramatically
ripped the thick wad of Wallace batllots to
shreds.

At which point, the only people not ap-
plauding his act claimed the precinct for
Carter by a vote of 2-0.

The ‘*Most Meaningful laterview of
1976"* judges will have to consider
carefully the tape obtained by one redio
reporter who approached a somewhat
rumpled black gentlemen, who had
arrived late, in response to an urgent
summons at a precinct in Canton, Miss.,
last Saturday morning.

The reporter framed an all-enibracing
question. He asked the voter’s fecling on
participating in this novel and meaningful
experience of joining with the white
leaders of his community in choosing
among the five presidential contenders,
and wondered if it had fulfiled all his
expectations.

“Man,” said the voter, “they just got me
out of bed. 1 don'tundertstand any of this.”

‘That's the sort of way this reporter [eels.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Ron --

Here's the material for your letter to Dave Broder:

REAGAN AHEAD OF FORD IN POLLS:

Jan, 8 News Summary page N-2
Jan, 9 News Summary - page N-7
Jan., 20 News Summary page N-8

FORD AHEAD OF REAGAN IN POLLS:

Jan. 23 News Summary page N-7



The President’s Daily News Summary

Leading The News. ..
NEWS

Electicn '76

Ford Visits Campaign HQ

Poll shows 7% Droo In Ford Popularity
Ford Move To Right "Tragic" For Party
Reagan Winds Up First NH Campaign Swing
10 Labor Officials Throw Weight

Intelligence

CIA Gave $6 M In Secrst Aid To Italy
Ford "Boils" On Congressicnal lLeaks
Ford Disturbed By, Soviet Ships

FPoreign Policy

Clark Wants Admin Testimony On Angola

?residen_c_z

Ford Budget Belcw Original Ceiling
"Real" Ford Isn't Clunsy s

lconcmy
Car Sales Down In 1975

lection
New Lifts For Ford's Campaign
Reagan's Poor Start

Reagan On The Trail
Will Callaway Apologize?

1S

FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1976

AP;UPI;ARC;CBS
CBS

CBS Morning News
AP;UPI; Networks
Boston Globe

AP;UPI; Networks
NBC
AP;UPI;ARC;CBS

NBC Today Show

AP;UPI;NBC;CBS
ABC Good Morn America

AP;UPT;ARC

C.S. Monitor

LA Times

Baltimore Sun
Manch. Union leader

Page

N-1
N-2
N-2
N-3
N-3

N=-3
N-5
N-5

N-7

C-1
C-2
C-2
C-4
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The President’s Doily News Summary
Leading The News...
FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1975
NEWS
_ - Page

Foreign Policy

HAK Expects No Great Sino-American Change AP;UPI;ABC N-1

Ford Says US Will Remember Chou AP;UPI;Networks N-1

"No Official Word" on S. African Troop Withdrawal  AP;UPI;NBC;CBS - N-2

No CIA Funds Given To Italy, Colby Says AP; UPI;NBC Today;ABC N-2

Colby: US Should Continue Angola Involvement UPI;AP;ABC;NBC Today N-3
Administration

Labor Leaders Resign Fram Cammittee AP;UPI;Networks N-3

Reagan Only Rates Half Nelson NY Daily News N-4

Scranton No Ford Troubleshooter Charlotte Observer N-6
Election '76

Reagan Outdoes Ford In Most Recent Polls AP;UPI;Networks N-7

Callaway Asks Time For Primary CBS;UPI N-7

Dems Campaign In NH ABC N-7

Bellmon Supports Connally CBS;UPT N-8

Reagan Leads Ford N-9

COMMENT

Television Ccmmentary C-i
Election '76

Do Or Die In MH Pat Buchanan c-1

Ford — A Stalking Horse? Man. Union Ieader c-2
Foreign Policy

Italy: Let Democracy Work LA Times C-2

Leaks May Sink Shipvof State NY Daily News Cc-3
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The President’s Daily News Summary
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lLeading The News...

FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1976

Special Report

State of the Union Draws Mixed Reviews

NEWS

Presidency

Pre-State of Union Commentary

Congress Reacts To SOTU "Common Sense" Approach

Meany Rejects Ford's 1976 Plan in Advance
Ford To Brief Reporters On Budget

Election

Iowa Caucuses Begin

"Winner Take All" Still In Effect In Calif.
Local Ford-Reagan Race Still Cool

Reagan Riches Push Ford After GOP Dollar
Farmers Dig Reagan

Poll Of Southern States Favors Reagan

Church Makes It 12 Democrats On Fla. Ballot

Administration

White House To Issue Morton Job Description

Foreign Policy

Furthering Of Detente Is Favored
COMMENT

Television Commentary

.The US Needs A Strong President

Networks
ABC;CRBS
AP;UPI;ABC;NBC
AP;UPI; NBC

AP;UPI;Networks
AP; UPI;NBC;ARC
Charlotte Observer
Chicago Tribune
Chicago Sun-Times
UPI;ABC

Orlando Sent. Star

AP;UPI;CBS

Harris Survey-Chic Trib

Howard K. Smith

Page

N-2
N-2
N-3

N-9

C-1i



Leading The News... .

FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 1976
NEWS

Foreign Policy

HAK Says Moscow Talks Have Made Progress AP;UPI;Networks

HAK May Resign Over Angola UPI

Spain/US Reach Agreement _AP;UPI;NBC

Over 1/10 Of Cuban Army In Angola C.S. Monitor
Administration

President Nominates Usery As Labor Sec AP;UPI;Networks

Lynn: Budget Will Facilitate Recovery NBC Today Show
Intelligence

CIA, FBI Lose Faith Of Public Chicago Tribune
Election

Ford Considering Long List For VP AP;UPI;Networks

WH Has No Comment On Gallup Poll : AP;UPI;NBC

Sanford May Pull Out Of Race AP;UPI;CBS:NBC

Ford Leads Reagan 53% to 42% In Poll LA Times
Congress

Senate Votes To Override NSC Veto AP;UPI

CCMMENT

Presidency

Budget Battle Begins C.S. Monitor

Budget Battle Is On Chicago Tribune

Ford's Budget: DC And Beyond Baltimore Sun

0O Q0
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VERMONT ROYSTER
903 ARROWHEAD ROAD

CHAPEL HILL, N. C. 27514

February 6, 1976

Dear Ron =

You'll be interested to know that I have received quite a
number of letters on that column "The Adversaries” of which
all were favorable save one. The one was an irate letter
from a member of your faithful pmess corps followers (and a
member of the Press Club) who says I should be drummed out
of the Club for being arrogant, supercilious and ignorant
of the situation. At least he knows how to use adjectives.

You may also be interested in a quotation that would have
been worked into the column except for lack of space. It
comes from Lawrence Durell's novel, Esprit de Corps. As
follows:

"A press officer is like a man pegged out on an Afridan
ant-?ill for the termites of the daily press to eat into
at will.” ’

You might find that useful smmetime.
Meanwhile I thank you for your note and especially for
rassing on the word that the President might see me at some

convenient time. I will be back later to take up that in-
vitation.

Cordially,

Mr. Ron Nessen
The White House
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PMS PRESIDENT FORD _ T R
NHITE HOUSE DC 20508 . AT ‘;.‘:"vff:if:;‘ M
DEAR MR PRESIDENT. . |, TS

2. IN THE HEADLINES AND ON PAGE ll OF THE NATIONAL INQUIRER OF MARCH
38TH 1976 APPEARS ‘AN ARTICLE ABOUT ME IN WHICH ‘THERE IS A REFERENCE

TO YOU IN THE CONTEXT OF A SUPPOSED PREDIGTION BY ME |

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE ARTICLE'WAS DONE WITHOUT MY KNOWLEDGE,

PERMISSION OF APPROVAL, AND THE STATEMENTS IN THE ARTICLE ATTRIBUTED
TO ME WERE NOT MADE BY ME THE. AUTHOR OF 'THE ARTICLE HAS APOLOGIZED

TO ME I FELT THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW THE FACTS RESPECTFULLY ‘
JEANE OIXON SUITE 411 1225 CONNECTICUT AVE NORTH WEST WASHINGTON

DC 20836
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