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Ronald Nessen 
C/O The White House 
Washington, DC. 20510 

!be per.oa icleaUt1ed below hu been appointed to or ia aa applJ.caat tor tile pod Uoa 
Nova. 'lo belp u detcld• vhet!IR W• peraoa ie loza]., V..~, aDd ot pocl 
charaoter w uk that J'Oa auwr all qM.Uou oa the tro,t u4 bact ot tld.e tom u 
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on the rw.r•• dde ot thia t0:n1. 
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Please use this form 
when replying or 
show the case num­
ber if you reply by 
letter. A postage-free 
envelope is enclosed 
for your reply. 5045 K1ing1e ST. ~~. Washington, DC. 20016 
Please repl.1' praaptl.1'. 

OTHER IDENTIFYING NUMBERS 

DATES OF CLAIMED EMPLOYMENT KIND OF POSITION HELD IIRANCH OR PlANT AT WHICH EMPLOYED 

TO BE COMPLETED BY ADDRESSEE ON THIS INQUIRY 
I. HOW LONG HAVE YOU KNOWN THIS PERSON? 2. IN WHAT CAPACITY WERE YOU ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PERSON?, D EMPLOYER. 

D SUPERVISOR. D CO-WORKER D FRIEND D OTHER (Sp.cify) ------

~======~YE~AR~S-=====~MO~N~T~HS~ __ _l __ ~~~~~~~~~-~~--------------­
• If you were the em~;; or supervisor, complete the following: (A, 8, C, D, E,~a'.'.:n~d _:_f!_) -~-------------

1 (8) DATE EMPLOYED, (C) DATE SEPAP.ATED, 

'"' !'itle ot tbil PeriOD'• Po1itioDI 

(D) REASON FOR LEAVING, (E) IF DISCHARGED FOR CAUSE, WAS EMPLOYEE NOTIFIED OF REASON? .o YES D NO 

(Fl 1l• thi• Peraon eligible tor rehire? DYES D NO 

(If "NO," briefly, why not) 

5049-105 (CONTINUE ON REVERSE SIDE) 



3. (A) DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO QUESTION THIS PERSON'S LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES?. DYES D NO 

It 70ur auver ia •YES," please giYe tuU details UDder ITIM 6. 

4. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, IS THIS PERSON RELIABLE, HONEST, TRUSTWORTHY, AND OF GOOD CHARACTER? DYES DNo 
If your answer is "NO," please explain fully: 

S. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, HAS THIS PERSON EVER BEEN FIRED FROM ANY JOB FOR ANY REASON, OR QUIT A JOB AFTER BEING NOTIAED THAT 

He/She would be fired?····· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · DYEs D NO 

If your answer is "YES," please give: 
(A) NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER (Including ZIP Code ifknown), 

tB) 1Reaaon tbia person quit or vaa tiredt 

6. PLEASE FURNISH ANY OTHER INfORMATION YOU MAY WISH TO OFFER CONCERNING THIS PERSON'S QUALIFICATIONS, CHARACTER, CONDUCT, AND GENERAL FITNESS 
fOR THIS POSITiON 

7 J. 0 I ha'Ye AO obJection to ha'Y1Ac rq iduU t7 diaoloeed to the person identified 
on the tront ot "W.a tom. 

B D.P.leue do AOt diaoloee rq iduU t7 to the person 1dentitied on the tront ot 
W.a tom. 

If more space is needed for your answers, please continue on a separate sheet of paper. 

PlEASE SIGN YOUR NAME .LOW 

(DATE) (SIGNATURE) (OCCUPATION 01 TmEI 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1976 

Dear Bud: 

Thank you for your very understanding column 
on the problems of being Press Secretary at 
this particular time. 

I appreciate the insights and experience 
you have brought to your readers on this 
subject. 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 

Mr. Godfrey Sperling 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
910 16th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
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-_ . By Godfrey Sperling Jr. · ~-

#.~7I.t ~~ . . . .. - . .. -- . - ... ~ . - .. :~- -;. - -
~ . _ .;< _ :_:,;.. . · - :-· ·;:.:!~' · · •· Washmgton / re~rters ·Jived -more_ _comfortably with this.. 
In an Informal questlomng of some veteran ·::_- ~al1ty _-- .- -~-0 --

Washington correspondents. over · the··_ past ~ : Now - perhaps out of a ~nse of guilt, since 
several weeks this question. was asked:: "Do · White. House rep(>rters were not r~ponsible­
you think the White ... : House . press. corps, is ...... for uncovering Watergate -some reporters . 
operating in a< way that would prevent another feel they must drag the pressseeretary around 
Watergate; _:__ should something-::;-like~ that ,;.: the room by the hair of his head to get him to 

· actuallY:pe: going-on behind-the seen~'?'' :rhe.·~-~ .. own ·up:~· On some·.days-it seems that this 
_answer :was alwaysa-;.•:no,'\ with the-observer ;-- urge to punish the-press secretary is part of 
adding. that the. hard·-:-pressure being_ exerted _-. the motivation behind the..: nagging. "It's 
by th~ White Ho~presS.op_ROii~~n atJhe·i:._expiation,"_ one veteran reporter has called it. 
dailr·b~~fings_,~ertainly·_JVould not uncover -{ Another saidh "it's an_ ego. trip fol" some of.. 
anything-.ofthe-dilnensions of Watergate and "':these reporters:~ - .. _ :.: -~ :. - :: .. _... . ._ 1.. __ • 

that, in· fact,. this continual biting away ~t the 7!.;'·~ It iS natUl"al and. p~bably good that report-"­
pr~:sec~~~~~'\R~-o~~~y-p!~~ctlve _.,0fj: ers have become mox:e'questioning· and more 
verylittle:--·.!...~~~ 7:~::;_:,~...:~5::::-~ '~ .:.: ·<:;:-_·skeptical as the result of Watergate:... Thus.,.~ 

. The Washington P~, m a lead edit~nal on - some ·0r the pressure 00 Mr. Nessen -is an_r. 
th«;, pr~ vs. N~n, ~on eludes tha~while SU!!h- expression of sharpel", more probing· report-"i: 
a duelmg .~x-~£._Ise :;. does,_somet~es dra~.;::· ing. But with.some reporters the pushing has: 

;' respo~ses ~at are ·h~lpf~ to: publiC: under-D. gone beyond that. The rapier is being used;-_ 
,. standing.-.of ~-~-' ~ere -~as: a qu~10n ~hat_ there is-cutting and slashing. And joy in the 

neededexanunahon: · '~thecurrentstateofold- ~- . -~ · .. · · ·,·_~ -. ·:_-
fashioned ~ reportorial ·,·enterprise.'' n · doe'S ~\~~voc . .. .:- · ::~ ''!SF--··~· -· ""--. --,~; ;.-~ '· 

. ---. ~ -- "· Does Mr:· Nessen deserve this? He has . 
seem evident that, ~_r~porters r~ly want to indicated that he may not have the ideal · 
help prevent future Watergates, they need ·· rt f th ·ob But who does? 
to be investigating other government offices peR rson~ 1 thy ~t ~ J · . ed h 
'- and not just pressing the White House press ecen Y e e o~e earn on a searc 

t f '"''""·- . ,,.. _ "'· for- a deputy press chief and some veteran, secre ary Ol" answers.- _ "7':-· - • . · - . 

Th ho all I. -~ · th ,. • · highly respected newsmen were asked to take -e man w re y · 1ves m e pressure· . d f · . ·. 
h b f th -d -1 .• b · f g times · the JOb. They ha numy reasons or reJCCtillg 

c am er ~ e . ~~ Y rie m s, some it, but a major onr v:as that they had no 
~ailed the bear pit -by reporters w~o attend, • stomach for the inevitable daily pummeling. A 
IS Mr. Nessen·. He IS the one who IS almost number of good newsmen were approached on 
~ontinually being pushed:· nagged, and. eve?- the press secretary~s job after Jerry terHorsl 
~~ted as repo_rters seek to get ~ore Infm--, resigned. They would have no part of it-; One 

· matlon out ~f him. In many q_uestlo~ there .. who turned it down confided that no amount of 
are ass~mp_h?ns : ~at Nessen IS ho~dmg _ou~, money could induce, hin1 to "go through that 
that he IS m1smformmg, that. he h~ t don~ l~'i ~ wringer" at the briefi.ng e&::h day. -· 
homework, and even that he IS deviOus. ~. "" • .,. _ . . . 

There is also the continuing assumption that.,. ·. Some reporters say r'' .If only good old Jerry 
the President's press secretary· is also the·- terHorst had stayed around - all would be 
reporters' press secretary:· And this simplY: is. ·different." ButQ_~ers are c~n~ced_that even 
not true: Mr. Nessen works' for Mr. Ford; and . good old Jerry, Wlth all of hiS mtegnty, would 
his main- function is . to represent Mr-:' Ford ·:lfavc been tom to rib~ns ~ay by those . 
with the press. He essentially is an "infopna-.i.-.. report~rs who are usmg th1s ~ethod --~f 

- tion" officer, which is another way of saying · enforcmgthepost-Watet"gatemorality. :-.o ~: 
· he· is a "public-relations" · officer for the ~ Nessen is getting it from two-directions -

President - with all the connotations that · that he is too much of a salesman for the 
term may. contain . ..,. -. ,-:-; 0 .c• .•. ;_ .• t. ~-~ ~ President and that he has been a bad salesman· 

A gQOd reporter · knows ~ that - a public··':: for the President Both of those charges can't 
reiations officer says what the person· he· ·. be correct. Perhaps he has the wrong person­
represents wants him to say..,.. and \Vhat he has • ality for the job. But th~ question is: Who can­
been directed to say. And no more. And he · be the "right" person for a job·where those ­
knows the official has to_ ~ut"it in terms ~ - who judge him expect him to be something he­
favorable · to the person he - represents as isn't. - their press · s~retary and _not the~ 
possible. All this goes With· the job. And it has .._ President's? _,._. . _-· _-·. J:7 · --"; • _ ~ ' ~,:· ~; .~";.,; 
gone with the White HotJsepresssecretary job·:· ~'-· Mr.' Sperling· is chief of the Washington .~ 
from the begi:ming: ·oniy;- before Watergate; '::"~- 'tmriau o/The.Clu:istian SCience Monitor.' ·~:_:.__ -· - -~--. :~::·~~=~~ .~:: ,;~rf~~c:;:~ ~~~~fit~t-::~~t-~tr:)~-~~-t .:;;~~f~!#·:~S:~~·i;~t
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1976 

Dear Tom: 

Your column today on "The Press and the 
Campaign" was useful and needed. I hope 
others will take your suggestion and 
write further on the subject as the campaign 
unfolds. 

I have felt for sometime, both in this job 
and when I was a correspondent, that the 
press is a very large and influential insti­
tution in our society which does not get 
the same scruitny and coverage as other 
large institutions. 

I look forward to reading more of your 
observations about the boys on the bus. 

Sincerely, 

~n 

Mr. Tom Wicker 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 
229 West 43rd Street 

Press Secretary 
to the President 

New York, New York 10036 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1976 

The Press ·and the Campaign 
By Tom Wicker 

MANCHESTER, N. H., Jan. 19-
Eight years ago, at about the com­
parable stage of the 1968 Presidential 
campaign-a month before the first 
primary-the candidacy of Senator 
Eugene McCarthy was considered a 
poor joke by most of the political press. 

Only in the last week or ten days 
of the primary campaign in thi.s state 
did t!1e press catch on to the fact that 
the hordes of young McCarthy volun­
teers were shaping a real challenge to 
President Johnson. And when 1\lr. 
McCarthy won 42 percent of the vote 
here, the impact of his achievement 
was roughly doubled by the fact of 
the press's earlier neglect; a major 
upset appeared to have been scored, 
when all along the press had under­
estimated the strength of a campaign 
that could add anti-war fervor to anti-

' Johnson sentiment, and support both 
with ample manpower and a candidate 
on the scene. 

That same year, George Romney of 
\lichigan arri\·ed in New Hampshire 
still the front runner for the Repub­
l!can nomination despite a growing 
belief in the polit)cal press that he 
was inept, unable to handle tough 
questions and not of Presidential cal­
ibre- whatever that is. 

As the New Hampshire campaign 
, progressed, press doubts about Mr. 

Romney mushroomed, and he slumped 
in the polls; before the votes were 
cast in this state he withdrew­
unquestionably a victim, to a large 
extent, of the picture the press had 

• painted of a dunce-cap candidate with 
his foot in his mouth. 

What was the difference? Why did 
press disdain-and in some cases out­
right hostility-fait to destroy the 
McCarthy candidacy, while press dis­
dain-and in some cases, open con­
tempt-virtually ruin the Romney 
campaign? 

The answer seems clear. The 
McCarthy effort was lnsed on genuine 
popular support, for an idea and for 
a man who had had the courage to 
run against the odds. Press reaction 
could not outweigh that basic fact, 
but it could and did ha,·e profound 
effect on George Romney-who did, 
in many ways. fail the test of national 
campaigning and who had no funda­
mental support, independent of his 
p:-rformance, to carry him through. 

Agai n, in 1972, most of the political 
press gave George McGovern little or 
no chance to win the Democratic 
nomination until he scored a glamor­
ous "upset" in Wisconsin: in fact, his 
s trength should have been apparenL 
all along. Senator Edmund Muskie had 
been presented as a virtually certain 
winner. but when he failed to do well 
here in New Hampshire--against a 
standard more or less arbitrari ly set 
by the press, with aid from. Mr. 
\1cGovern-his failure seemed greater 
::~a n it was and no doubt contributed 
to h1s l..ttcr poo> showings. 

The histon oi r~ccnt "medi ef; 
~~rt~" ought "to be borne in m~nd a~ 

the 1976 campaign moves along, The 
press-television most certainly in­
cluded-inevitably reflects in its ar­
ticles and broadcasts the perceptions 
(however arrived at) of the people who 
write and produce them. Their per­
ceptions tend to be remarkably similar, 
since these men and women influence 
each other as well as the public; and 
these perceptions also can be wrong. 
Both the herd instinct and the univer­
sal human tendency' to prepare for the 
last war are prime r~asons; venality, 
bias and conspiracy usually are not. 

Already the process can be seen 
at work this year: 
~Jimmy Carter of Florida clearly 

has been promoted by the political 
press as the "surprise" of the cam­
paign so far. Today's Democratic 
caucuses in Iowa may begin the 
process of determining whether or not 
this is a press perception of a public 
truth. Mr. Carter's "good press" may 

Fred Harris, with his radical economic 
program, can't win, even though he 
obviously has some substantial sup­
port. This almost certainly hurts Mr. 
Harris; but if he should win or do 
well in the early primaries, he would 
be helped by the "upset" effect. 

«!Most reports on George Wallace, 
despite · routine caveats about his 
health, see him as the smashing vote­
getter of 1968 and 1972, a perception 
yet to be substantiated in 1976. 

And beware, readers and viewers, 
of any story low-rating a candidate 
for inept "press arrangements." Hell 
hath no fury like a reporter whose 
baggage has been left in Berlin, N.H., 
or anywhere else, for that matter. Even 
such minor concerns can influence the 
perceptions of political reporters. Press 
perceptions and their impact on public 
judgment, in fact, are a subject well 
worth other articles as the campaign 
unfolds. 

ha\·e helped it become · a truth; but ·========------­
paracloxically, if he does not do as 
well in Iowa and particularly in Flori-
da as the press perceptio1\ suggests he 
will do, his ca:11paign could be badly 

:g~d. 
flThe press !.as spread the idea that 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1976 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you for the understanding insights 
you brought to your readers in your 
Sunday article on the problems of being 
Press Secretary at this particular time. 

Sincerely, 

b~ 

Mr. James M. Naughton 
NEW YORK TIMES 
1920 L Street, NW 
8th Floor 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
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The Press S ecretary Deflects Barbs Aimed at His Boss 

.:• a· · >,_,__~ 

Wchat-lMartln/ BI•ckStar 

Nessen's Proble1n: He's 
A Shield Vith a Thin Skin 

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON 

WASHINGTON-one of President Ford's senior 
campaign aides said he nearly drove his car off 
Massachusetts Avenue the other dJy while guffawing 
at a radie> news account that Rogers C. B. Morton 
was being appointed White House counselor on 
d omestic and economic issues. 

"Economic policy!" the campaig11 aide hooted a 
day later, recalling his surprise. "Rog Mbrton on 
economic policy!" 

In fact, as the campaig11 official knew. the press 
suspected, departing Commerce Secretary Morton 
conceded and. by week's encl the White House was 
finally acknowledging. i\lr. Morton's principal role in 
the Executive Mansion was to gtvc some belated 
coordination to ~lr. Ford's disjointed Pres idential 
candidacy. 

The flap occasioned by the Morton announce­
ment-Democrats and even the Republican chair· 
man of the Federal Elections Commissie>n e>peniy 

questioned paying Mr. Morton $44,600 from tax funds 
to engage in partisan politics-sen·ed as one illus­
tration of the current nature of President Ford's 
press relations. 

In and out of the White House there were those 
who. quickly suggested that Ron N~ssen, the Presi­
dential Press Secretary, had botched the announce­
ment by trying to persuade a skeptical White House 
press corps that Mr. Morton would give but "in­
cidental" attention to politics. "You have to expect 
that from a girgin White House," sa1d a ford cam­
paign official. "The choice of the word 'mcidental ' 
wa~ unfortunate," said a White Ho-use aide. 

But the subject of Mr. Morton's salary and how 
to submerge his political function in a job descrip­
tion of White House "counselcr" had been the topic 
of conversation among Presidential aides and had 
be<>n cleared, it was sugge•ted authoritatively, by 
Mr. Ford himself, Only by indirection did anyone 
try, though, to blame the President for the snafu. 

~lr. Nessen accepted the blame. To hear l1is 
associates tell it, he did se> willingly. They said that 

Mr. Nessen was pleased. in a perverse sense. when 
the National Press Club recently issued a report 
crediting the President with restoring civility te> 
White House press relations a nd chastising Mr. 
Nessen for naws in the White House communica­
tions process. The report, said one friend of .'vir. 
Nessen's, bolstered his confidence that he was 
earning his keep by "drawing a certain ar·,lunt o~ 
fire and heat a way from the President." 

That interpretation sounded like a rationalization 
on the part of the Press Secretary- the press cluh 
study said. among other things, that his conduct 
at press relations in China bst year may have 
been "the most inept performance in modern 
times"- but it at least underlined what has become 
common to Presidential press policies: They often 
aim more a t insulating the President than at en­
lightening the public. 

As the press club study panel noted. Mr. Ford 
has 'been uncommonly accessible in 17 months as 
President. He conducted 24 news conferences 
(former President Nixon held 37 in 67 months) and 
-afforded correspondents the option of a follow-up 
question. He submitted to innumerable inter:1ews 
and began recently to hold semiformal conversa­
tions with groups of journalists. He attended social 
functions at reporters' homes and partied with Lie 
press here and ln Vail, Colo. He writes congratulatory 
notes to journalists of his acquaintance who earn 
promotions or win awards. He calls many in the 
press by first names. although he keep' referrin~ 
to Aida Beckman of The Chica;:o Tribune as "Adolf" 
a nd J ules Witcover ot The Washington Post as 
"Julius." 

It his predecesse>rs have been calculating-the 
ce>mmon view is that President Kennedy seduced. 
President Johnson bullied and President N1xon 
bugged the ·p~~s;-there is a prevailing impression 
that Mr. Ford'.s cordiality is sincere, ne> more than 
a reflection of an open personality. 

Presidential Reassurances 
Mr. Ford "doesn't complain" about negati1'e press 

accounts and rarely indulges in "mild grumbling" 
at unfair printed gossip about his fami ly or th~ 
leak of sensitive information, according to the Press 
Secretary. When Mr. Nessen, whe> clearly docs have 
thin skin, feels depressed, he is said to he reassured 
by the President, "De> what you think is r ight. 
Don't let it .get you down."• 

There a re, though, some close to Mr. Ford wl1e> 
·believe, on the basis e>f their observations. that his 
geniality is at least partly calculated and his ac­
cessibility is attuned as much to the post-Water­
gate climate of political openness as it is te> c.!r. 
Ford 's instinctive amity. 

"My theory," said a senior White House official, 
"is t hat it bugs him nearly as much as 1t bugs me 
and others when he gets an unfair rap, but I can't 
imagine him saying it e>ut loud. It's a part of his 
political personality. Down deep he has this private 
rule: 'Don't attack the press.'" 

Genuine or not. Mr. Ford's attitude stands him 
in good stead. Presidents always try te> persuade 
t he press they can de> no wrong. The press rou tinely 
looks for Presidential flaws. Tne process u<ually 
leads to gradual disenchantment on both sides. In 
Mr. Ford's case, the President and the press con. 
tinue on good personal terms-and Mr. Nessen has 
become the object of gre>wing dislike or disfavor 
among the correspondents. some at whom wou ld 
as soon bait him as question him now. They blame 
Mr. Nessen for the evasions. obfuscations or, as 
in the case of the Morton announcement, the oc-
casional shams, · 

Mr. Nessen more likely does what he docs. how· 
ever well. on the basis e>f policy. An impression 
was current late last vear that :1-lr. Ford might be 
e>n the verge of replaci;g his spokesman. Mr. Nessen 
has remained and pre>bably will be at his lcctcln 
in the foreseeable future. Se> long as he is willing 
to be the e>bject of scorn that niight otherwise be 
directed at his boss, Mr. Nessen admirably serves 
the President's purposes. 

James ~1. Naughton i.< a White House corre. 
spondent for The New York Times. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

24 Jan 1976 

Dear John, 

Anyone. who reads Clauswitz on vacation~~ a 
vacation! 

I'm sorry I missed you when you were in \-lashington. I 
really needed some time off. Unfortunately I had to cane back from 
Florida a week early because m,y deputy, Bill Greener~ was stolen 
away byRumsfeld to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs. I ended up going to Vail when I didn't intend to. But I 
learned to ski, finally~ and as everyone predicted I loved ito 

I'm sarry·that the outlook for PBS broadcast of my daily 
briefing is not good0 I agree with you that a great innovation 
would be a TV channel (or channels} set aside for live broadcast 
of events such as my briefing, Congressional hearings~ various 
news conferences., etc., which are now handled by the networks only 
as a series of "snippets" :30 seconds long. 

Ever since I came to the White House I have been fighting 
to keep various staff members from adopting an ttanti""Pressn attitude 
after bad or ·misleading stories about the President appear in the 
papers· or TV • Now I feel the anti-press tide is getting too strong· 
for me to turn backo In fact~ I feel that I am gradually joining it. 
I see in Kevin Phillips 11Media Reports" that a number of large 
newspapers have assigned reporters full time to cover the press 
coverage of the campaign. This is ·an encouraging sign, partJ.y an 
outgrOTnth of "The Bo,Vs on the Bus.n I am a strong believer in the 
prens covering the press with the same intensity it covers the 
other important institutions in America0 

Things are looking up for the President~ I think (a...."Ul for 
the Press Office, too). But I expect there will be a lot of ups and 
downs before the year is over. Believe it or not, I enjoy this job 
more and more all the time. 

My hippy daughter, aged 201 has come to live in Washing­
ton, ostensibly to go to broadcasting school but real~ to became 
a ngroupiett with a rock band0 I find it totally imposible to get 
through to her or influence her life in an~ wayl0 It's maddening9 

Le·t us know v-1hen the baby come=~ Cin~ 



Ron Nessen 

Kansas City Public Television 
2100Stark 
Kansas City, Missouri 64126 
(816)461·8100 

Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Ron: 

Monday, January 5, 1976 

Your very nice letter arrived while we were in Arizona attempting 
to find sunshine and settling instead for subsidizing Mexican 
brewerieso WHY CAN'T THE GOVERNMENT DO SOMETIDNG ABOUT THE 
WEATHER? If we can put a man on the moon •.• 

I read Clauswitz. An evil genius. Heady stuff for vacation browsing. 

I was in Washington while you were in Florida (as I learned by 
calling across the street from the Hay-Adams). I dealt with enough 
bureaucrats at PBS, CPB, the National Endowment for the Humanities 
etc. to make leaving a real pleasureo There was some fun around, 
including a semi-drunk lunch with Goralski, calls to old friends, etc., 
but I came away less impressed than ever with the state of things 
in national-level public televisiono It needs a good shake. 
The stations, like this one, stumble along on poverty-level funding 
while staffs grow ever larger in ever-larger, more opulent settings 
at PBS and CPB. The tail wags this particular dog. 

I regret to say that Washington-level public TV types have nothing 
but a negative reaction to the White House briefing ideao They 
speak of high cost and, in summary, can't grasp my notion that it 
would be dandy TV fareo I have a hunch that nothing like this is 
going to get done until there's a broadened spectrum in television, 
perhaps a second set of public television channels (UHF) devoted to 
open-ended, unedited, real-time event reflecting government in actiono 

The Ford Foundation is phasing out its support of public television 
after a quarter of a billion dollars pumped into it. I think if 
Ford were still in the business, or if another Ford could be found, 
underwriting would be possible for doing the briefingso Goralski 
says corporations are very wary about underwriting anything political 
now, although Gulf is helping to underwrite a new, intensively edited 
half-hour daily radio report (National Public Radio) on Washington 
events. 

I still think it's a good idea. People I 1 ve talked to in stations 
agree. 

Lucy and Carrie stayed in Arizona after I left to return to work. 
They'll be back tomorrow, and Lucy will have to begin getting ready 
for a new arrival late this month or early nexto 

I very much appreciate your kind comments about my paper on broadca$ 
newso I'll look forward to your book but hope that's a proje well 
down the line. 

KCPT is licensed to and operated by COMMUNITY SERVICE BROADCASTING of Mln-·Am•>nr:o~ 

Our love to Cindy and Edward ••. 



KCII~T 
KansasCit . 2100 Star/ Public Television 

KansasCit . y, MISSOuri 64126 
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to the President 



NBC National Broadcasting Company, Inc. 

Julian Goodman 
Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer 

Dear Ron: 

Thirty Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10020 212-247-8300 

January 26, 1976 

Thank you for your nice note 
about my Distinguished Service Award 
from the NAB, and I am grateful to you 
also for passing along the President's 
connnents. 

I am also pleased that you will 
be with us at the Iranian Embassy. It's 
very gracious of Ambassador Zahedi to do 
it, and Betty and I are looking forward 
to it. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 
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THE W'HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1976 

Dear David: 

Once again you have brought a fresh and inde ndent view to an 
emotional subject in your column Sunday on remature journalistic 
judgments at this early stage in the election year. 

Incidentally, your comment that the recen polls showing the President 
ahead of Reagan were buried in the news pers, but probably well dis­
played in the White House News Summar , led me to check just how the 
News Summary did handle polls. 

For whatever interest it may be to yo , reports of Reagan leading the 
President in polls on January 8, 9 an 20 appeared on pages 2, 7 and 8, 
respectively, of the News Summary. A report on the President leading 
Reagan in the polls on January 23 ap eared on page 7 of the White House 
News Summary. 

I don't know what that all means, ut I thought you might be interested. 

Stay in touch. I am sure we'll et somehwere along the trail. 

Mr. David Broder 
The Washington Post 
ll50 15th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 200 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mr. David Broder 
The Washington Post 
1150 15th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20071 
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Dave Broder Colunm 
Washington Post - January 2--B-,- -I-9-i4-

"The only pattern in thu · 
A Ca:npaign 
Trail of 
Confusion 

The presidential race is only in its fourth 
wePk and already there is enough con­
fus;on to confound a Kissinger, were there 
a Kissinger turning his intellect to 
domestic politics, which, fortunately, 
there is not. . 

The first two rounds of the marathon 
campaign tournament-the Iowa and 
)lississippi caucuses--produced enough 
surprises to make one suspect that buried 
in the welter of regul~tions from the 
Federal Elections Commission IS one 
suspending the law of averages for 1976. 

Consider, for example. the odds vou 
_could . have gotten on the following 
propos1twm. had you been crazy enough to 
bet a month ago: 

Jimmy Carter's Georgia charm will 
wow the voters in chilly Iowa. but leave tne 

· good old boys in ~tississippi cold. 
&lrgent Shriver w11l gel more votes from 

the Protestants in the piney-woods than he 
does among the Catholics in Dubuque. 

;fl;;eorge Wallace will draw a bigger 
f·lmd m Boston Ll]an in Jackson. 

Jim Eastland's cand1datP, Lloyd Bent­
sen, Wlll.bare!y outpoll the Choctaws' 
favorite. Fred Harris. in :\lississippi. 

Wallace's followers will flock to the 
black-run caucuses as if they'd been 
waiting all their life for the chance. 

Morris Udall will turn serious and Birch 
Bayh will be at a loss as to how to get Ius 
name in the paper. 

Ed 1\luskie will upstage Hubert Hum­
phrey and Scoop Jackson for prime-time 
television exposure. 

Jerry Ford will ~ail through a 90-mlnute 
gri!Eng on details of th~ bueget without a 
flaw while Ronald Reagan ac!uallv has 
trouble convincing people that it w..:;ld be 
nice to have a S90 b1llion tax cut. 

And Terry Sanford will wind up the 
presidential race in the black. 

The chances of any of these thin~! 
happening, Jet alone all of them. in the first 
four We<"ks of the year seemed mm•mal. 
Yet there are those in the journal:.t•~ 
world who will try to connnce ,·ou that 
they disc<>rn a io~1cal pattern m. all this 
and !hey know how the game is going to be 
played therestofthewav. 

That's nonsense. · 
The only pattern in th~< presidential 

derby is the lack of pattern; the onlv hkelv 
proposition. that whoever is a h•r~ todav 
will he a !)urn tomo~rnw. · 

Consirier the case of Carter. He b<>q.on 
l?st v:eel; by being hai!M as a C'lllQUPror. 
in some newspapers. for iimshmg second 

presidential derby is the 
lack of pattern; the only 
li[\ely proposition, that 

whoever is a hero today 

will be a bum tomorrow." 

to Ulvsses S. Uncommitted In Iowa. He 
ended the week by apologizing to Hum­
phrey for ~alling him a "a loser" In Ver­
mont That's quite a comedown. 

Mr. Fard made frant-pa .. - Jut 
month by runalllll-"' 10 Ralplr ill the 
Gallup PolL The January poll showf!d htm 
h.<ck in front of Reagan-but it was tuck-'~ 
,, •. , ~y on the 1r.s1de p3~es, except, o•' 
presumes, ill tbe White H-e aewa 

liUIIUIUlTY • 
The onlv sane response to this sort of 

political fiuctuation and journalistic flim· 
flam is to avoid big and premature con­
clusions. Those who can retain a certain 
detachment about the proceedings may a 
even find a source of amusement One 
suspects that is really why Sanford. a wise 
man who has. luckily, never been able to 
suppress his own sense of hwnor, decided 
to join such other observers of the vagaries 
of political behavior as Ted Kennedy and 
John Connally in the spectator's gallery 
for this race. 

Meantime, there are some strong early 
contenders for recognition In categories 
other than presidential nominee. John Bell 
Williams, the former governor o! 
Mississippi, became an instant favorite ior 
the "Worst Winner of the Year" award by 
his antics at his precinct caucus in 
Mississippi. 

Williams. a Wallace supporter, bad the 
'voting cards of all the Wallace backers in 
his precinct in his hands. when he laun­
ched into a tirade agamst the "loyalty 
oath" language on the forms. To 
dramatize his disgust with this 
burPaucratic infringement on his oft­
employed right to bolt the party of his 
fathers. the fiery Williams dramatically 
ripped the thick wad of Wallace ballots to 
shreds. 

At which point, the only people not ap­
plauding his act claimed the precinct for 
Carter by a vote of 2-Q. 

The "Most Meaningful Interview of 
1976" judges will have to consider 
carefully the tape obtained by one ratlio 
reporter who approached a somewhat 
rumpled black gentlemen, who had 
arrived late, in response to an urgent 
swnmons at a precinct in Canton, Miss., 
last Saturday morning. 

The reporter framed an all-embracmg 
qu(.,tion. He asked the voter's feeling on 
participating in this novel and meaningful 
expen~nce of jo1 ning with the white 
leJder' ~~ hi• c~mmunity in choosing 
amon~ the ll\e pr,;:d~ntial .:ontenders, 
ann wondered if it had fulfilled all his 
cxw~ctahr:r:s_ 

":ILm." scud the vot<>r. "tht•y iu>t got me 
out of bed. I don't undertstand any nf this." 

That 'fi the sort of way this reporter feels. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Here's the material for your letter to Dave Broder: 

REAGAN AHEAD OF FORD IN POLLS: 

Jan. 8 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 20 

News Summary 
News Summary 
News Summary 

page N-2 
page N-7 
page N-8 

FORD AHEAD OF REAGAN IN POLLS: 

Jan. 23 News Summary page N-7 
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The President's Daily News Summary 

Leading The News ... 

Election 1 76 

Ford Visits Campaign HQ 
Poll Shows 7% Drop In Ford Populari VJ 
Ford M::>ve 'Ib Right "Tragic" For Party 
Reagan Winds Up First NH Canpaign Swing 
10 Labor Officials 'Ihrc:w Weight 

Intelligence 

CIA Ga.'iiB $6 1>1 L11 Secret Aid To Italy 
Ford "Boils" On Congressional Leaks 
Ford Disturbed fry Soviet Ships 

. . 
Foreign Polic:y 

Cla_rk Wants Admin Testirrony On Angola 

?residency 

Ford Budget Belew Original Ceiling 
"Real" Ford Isn 1 t Clumsy 

Car Sales Down In 1975 

FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 19 76 

AP; UPI ;AEC;CBS 
CBS 
CBS !>bming News 
AP;UPI;Networks 
Boston Globe 

AP; UPI; Net'.vorks 
NBC 
AP; UPI; ABC ;CBS 

NOC Today Show 

N-1 
N-2 
N-2 
N-3 
N-3 

N-3 
N-5 
N-5 

N-6 

AP;UPI;NBC;CBS N-6 
AOC Good furn Arrerica N-6 

AP;UPI;ABC N-7 
CD!1MENT 

:lection 

New Lifts For Ford 1 s Carrpaign 
Reagan 1 s Pcor Start 
Feagan On 'Ihe Trail 
Will Callaway Apologize? 

C.s. t-bnitor 
IA T.i.ln=s 
Bal tinore Sun 
Manch. Lhlon Leader 

C-1 
C-2 
C-2 
C-4 



"''('"!Ill'"/ ' 

·. ;· 
),/ 

/ \ 

The President's Doily News Surnmary 

Leading The Nevvs ... 

l ' 
: t 

FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1.975 

NEWS 

Foreign Policy . 

HAK Expects No Great Sino-Arrerican Olange 
Ford Says US Will Rerre.rnber Chou 
"No Official Word" on S. African Troop Withdrawal 
No CIA Funds Given To Italy, Colby Says 
Colli.f: US Shou;Ld Continue Angola Involverrent 

Administration 

Labor Leaders Resign From Ccmni ttee 
Feagan Only Rates Half Nelson 
S~anton No Ford Troubleshooter 

Election 1 76 

Feagan Outdces Ford In Most Recent Polls 
callaway ?.sks Tine For Prim:u:y 
terns Ccmpaign In NH 
Bellrron Supports Connally 
Reagan l€ads Ford 

Television Commentary 

Election 1 76 

D:> Or Die In NH 
Ford- A Stalking Horse? 

Foreign Policy 

Italy: l€t Derrocracy Work 
l€aks May Sink Ship Of State 

COMMENT 

AP; UPI; API:. 
N?; UPI; Networks 
N?; tiP I; NBC; CBS 
AP; UPI ; :NBC Tcx:lay; ABC 
UPI; AP ;ABC; ti'EC Tcday 

AP; UPI; Networks 
· NY Daily Navs 
Char lotte Observer 

AP; UPI; Networks 
CBS;UPI 
ABC 
CBS;UPI 

Pat Buchanan 
Man. Union Leader 

LA Tirres 
NY Daily News 

... 

Page 

N-1 
N-1 
N-2 
N-2 
N-3 

N-3 
N-4 
N-6 

N-7 
N-7 
N-7 
N-8 
N-9 

C-i 

C-1 
C-2 

C-2 
C-3 
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The President's Daily News Summary 

Leading The ~lews ... 
FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1976 

Special Report 

State of the Union Draws Mixed Reviews 

NEWS 
Presidency 

Pre-State of Union Commentary 
Congress Reacts To SO'IU "Corrrron Sense" Approach 
M2any Rejects Ford's 1976 Plan in Advance 
Ford To Brief Reporters On Budget 

Election 

Iowa Caucuses Begin 
"\vinner Take All" Still In Effec;:t In Calif. 

local Ford-Reagan Race Still Cool 
Reagan Riches Push Ford After CDP Ibllar 
Farmers Dig Reagan 
Poll Of Southern States Favors Reagan 
Church Makes It 12 f'.Jerr'.ocrats On Fla. Ballot 

Administration 

Networks 
ABC;CBS 
AP ;UPI;ABC;NEC 
AP; UF.I i NBC 

AP;UPI;Networks 
AP; UPI; NBC;ABC 
Charlotte Observer 
Chicago Tribune 
Chicago Sun-:-Tirres 
UPI;ABC 
Orlando sent. star 

tvhi te House To Issue Horton Job I:Bscription AP; UPI; CBS 

Foreign Policy 

N-i 

N-1 
N-2 
N-2 
N-3 

N-4 
N-4 
N-5 
N-6 
N-7 
N-8 
N-8 

N-8 

Furthering Of Detente Is Favored Harris Survey-Chic Trib N-9 

COHMENT 

Television Commentary 

The US Needs A Strong President Howard K. Smith C-i 
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The President's Daily t'-lews 'Summary 

Leading The f\Jews ... 

FOR FRID~Y; JANUARY 23, 1976 

NEWS 

Foreign Policy 

HAK Says Moscow Talks Have Made Progress 
HAK May Resign Over Angola 
Spain/US Reach Agreement 
Over 1/10 Of Cuban Army In Angola 

Administration 

President Nominates Usery As Labor Sec 
Lynn: Budget Will Facilitate Recovery 

Intelligence 

CIA, FBI Lose Faith Of Public 

E.lection 

Ford Considering Long List For VP 
w~ Has No Comment On Gallup Poll 
Sanford May Pull Out Of Race 
Ford Leads Reagan 53% to 42% In Poll 

Congress 

Senate Votes To Override NSC Veto 

Presidency 

Budget Battle Begins 
Budget Battle Is On 
Ford's Budget: DC And Beyond 

COMMENT 

AP;UPI;Networks 
UPI 

.AP;UPI;NBC 
C.S. Honitor 

AP; UP I; Networks 
NBC Today Show 

Chicago Tribune 

AP;UPI;Networks 
AP;UPI;NBC 
AP;UPI;CBS:NBC 
LA Times 

AP;UPI 

c.s. Monitor 
Chicago Tribune 

Baltimore Sun 

·N-1 
N-1 
N-1 
N-2 

N-2 
N-3 

N-4 

N-5 
N-6 
N-6 
N-7 

N-8 

C-1 
C-2 

C-2 
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VERMONT ROYSTER 

903 ARROWHEAD ROAD 

CHAPEL HILL} N.C. 27514 

February 6, 1976 

Dear Ron -

You'll be interested to know that I have received quite a 
number of letters on that column ~The Adversaries~ of which 
all were favorable save one. The one was an irate letter 
from a member of your faithful peess corps followers (and a 
member of the Press Club} who says I should be drummed out 
of the Club for being arrogant, supercilious and ignorant 
of the situation. At least he knows how to use adjectives. 

You may also be interested in a quotation that would have 
been worked into the column except for lack of space. It 
comes from Lawrence Durell's novel, Esprit de Corps. As 
follows a 

~A press officer is like a man pegged out on an Afridan 
ant-hill for the termites of the daily press to eat into 
at will.~ 

You might find that useful sametime. 

Meanwhile I thank you for your note and especially for 
passing on the word that the President might see me at some 
convenient time. I will be back later to take up that in­
vitation. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 

Cordially, 



TIME 
TH STREET. N.W. 

888 I 6 C 20006 
WASHINGTON, D. ' 

1202) 293-4300 
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13 31TH ·1976 APPEARS ·AN 'ARTICLE ABOUT ME IN 'WHICH ·THERE IS A REFERENCE 
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1s TO YOU IN THE CONTEXT OF A SlPPOSEO PREDICTION BY ME 
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. Robbers~~.GetaW~y 
. . wbicb "we ·"'"raier ' learned· was 

fired by a grocer nearby. One 
of the men stopped," Rebecca 
continued, "then he stai·ted 
ruimipg ·again. I shouted, 
'Freeze l' He threw bis hands 
up ancf. shouted, 'Don't shoot!' 

"Shirley and I got out of the 
car . and told the man . to lie 
.face down, spread-eagle, which 
he did. Then I took the belt 
off my coat and tied bis l].ands · . 
behind him while Shirley kept 
her foot on the guy's neck." 

LUCKY BELT: Mrs . . Rebecca Griggs shows bank man- . Completely ~armed, S~.o 
ag_er Herman Agness belt she and her sister, Shirley le~ and Rebecca took . thel:l" 
,Bowland . (right) .used to tie- up robber • . _ .. ··.-~.' -:-_ .·: :: pnsonet back . t~ town .. ""~..:.;. .. 
· , · • · . . . . " . . . · · .,.f; · . · "' · · . . ~ ... They turned the bandit ·over 

two· robbers,. outfitte? . in-,s~ turned.'· my :ecar aroUlld .,-.~d. -~ ~a:.:· sberiff's deputy;,.··PQI.iCe . 
masks, . dove ,mto thell' car - started af!er ~em." :. : \ :·-~,:\ ;'attested the other robl>ef;::l5 
and got the shock of their-lives . A wild chase. fc;>llowed. The minutes 'later. , The · tWc- ·had 
when· they found the motor ~off ropb~rs got. con£u~ed . ~d ~~re mad~ ~_off with $30,000, acc.ord· 
and the keys gone. ... soon >heading: '' back . towards ing to ·police reports .. Both ban· 

"They jumped out and start~ town.-: Rebecca was able · to dits have been indiCted on fed· 
ed running,". Rebecca declar- pick up Shirley_ befor': they ~ral bank robbery charges ~nd 
ed. ·"When I ·saw that nobody spotted the bandits agam. · are_awaiting trial. . . • . 
was:-_~g-~:-.· '·them •·J ·~ .. Just then-Ih~ard : a.: shOt; ·:.·· "' -:.:_:-:~· LEONARD SANI)J.E~ ' 

· . .''-
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Richard c. Wald - 512 

NBC National Broadcasting Company, Inc. 
Thirty Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10020 

Mr ~ Ron Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 



~~m "w ~ . & ·1 o.n""Un awkw~u·d note. Thi3 P;:.>t <>l d •>f wltat happened _ in 1913 .. .. · · ._.....,., -H .1&..-:--.' ~ ... ~ ~I.~ ·~ .1 . .J _ wee;end's N_eJsrn-~ostec; .)i'h · 1 w hl'n a g-rouf) . of. ch ma clay 
,: tl ,.... Ill ::::J/11# ~ 1 WI · ...... 1 'f'm'l ~,UI~ ff11t.1 tnts1~ ~ere · workers at a mme m Cornwall, 

I .. I · • ' 
1 

plenty of laughs to be~·. ~ome 1 we?t E ngland, decided ~o go ~n 'e . . among the pres.; corps 1 \\ash- I str1ke. The drama filmed m 

Star Studde. ".1 Tony ShOW I ferent fron White House press . !~gton would be h py to see 1 Au;;telle, Cornwall,' where the 
• Q . conferences. Another reassuring 1 .11m stay on N . we're sure. I strike took place is rich with 

. thought. He had great fu n pickin<>· How about it, C? Or is that reRlism. ' 

A Del·aghtful TV Event ~:m th~, President's double mean"- ; what he in mind after Tomorrow night on WNET/ 
mgs. I usually know what he November ' Cl 1 1., ·r ' · 11 
means," he said. "It's after he · The qual-time rule does . Ja_nne ·J, 

1 ,YOU re lr!US}Ca Y 
Bv KAY GARDELLA says it I get in trouble." He ap:J! , so Gov. Reao·an vou're mclme~l, there s . an !ntnna~ 

All E I 
• ll. · · t d d t 11 f "' · · portra1t of Antoma Bnco the C'l~ c waru err·mann has to do after Wl!lniPg a Tony pre en e 0 answer a ca rom n · I f d d t ' A ,.....; 1 t . I ' ( ' M \P , . . ' . Ford from the White House . trikers and a Conductor· I ame woman con uc or. s 

"-" _111 g 1c c_t ', rs. :van·en::; 1-'rofeRSIOn'' is arid ?.n Ernmy "Yes, I'll accept the charges, · · . • i made b~· a former Bri_co student, 
....:l h his collectwn for h1s role as FDR in "El~an0r and Frank- said. Then he added "You ' ard ; Strikers toda y have it prettv · folk stnger J~1dy Colhns, "Ant?-
H lin," the David S·usskind produc- ' my monologue and' ha ex- good compared ·to 60 Years ago i nta: A Por;ra lt o.f a ~oman," lS 

~ tion on ABC. Herrmann, an Em- dent of the United States ap- I plained to you ?" j in England. A check of the pick- ' a potpou_rn. of fii_m chps, news-
~ m:" contender, '~·as one ?f the 7G peared r n. Tr.e skit might have The hcst skit of e night fea- .

1
' et line b~fore NBC will show 

1! ~a~)er_ cl}p~~ngd , mte:v'~j1 add 
wmners collecting then· statu- waited. tured Nessen an he\"X Chase as , there are no bashed-in skulls bcenes 0 e ~ namtc 0 an -
ette_s at the Shubert Theater Nessen is a natural showman. Ford s~umbli _around the Oval j from police. clubs or other evi- ! 01 

n conductor. . 
~~ dunng the glamorous, well-pro- But all press secretaries ha,·e to ~oom, 1un . ng mto a ":all, play- I dence of vwlence. But if you 1 

• One ~·.,ts some d1~ferent in" 
~ duced Tony A\\'ards show by AI- be, we gues~. Pierre Salinger mg g:o . w1th a tenms :acket 1 look ~t th.e "Piccadilly Circus" s1~hts mtc . the musical wo~ld 
Q exander .Cohen. wound up durmg the past Olym- a earmg a helmet while he . drama tomght, "Stocker's Cop- through th1~ program. which 
~ Televised on ABC starting at pic coverage from Au~tria as a ed to hi!. dog Liberty. ~ per," on PBS (WNET/Ch. 13) at has, unfort11nately, too much of 

0 9, the Broadway bash has been commentator. ~orts, like show e g sen read him his daily 
1
1 8:30, you'll see a different labor a haph~zard quality about it. 

~ the topper in the massive num- busine•s al'd Oitics go hand 1n s e d u I e and reminded him story. Conducting engagements, which 
her of awards shows that have ~ of a 9:30 Easter egg hunt. "I bet- I Through the relationship of began wih the Berlin Symphony 

00 been on this year, including the --"Tile press secretary, who ter hang up the kids' stockings," I' two men, a striker named Man- in 1930, are retraced, including a 
::;,... most-recent comedy awards show carried a heavy load on the pro- caid Chase. . . uel Stocker (Bryan Marshall) Met concert: her favorite music 
» hosted by Alan King on the same gram, observed that ~he la~e- ,The Saturday mght , se_nes has and a cop named Herbert (Ga- is discussed, and her personal 
ril network. The hosts, George c. mght comedy program IS no dtf- come a long way smqe It began reth Thomas), the bitter ston· is life c'lpsuled 
Z Scoct, Richard Burton, Diana 
..._, Rigg, Eddie A lbert, Trish Van 
...., Devere and Jane Fonda, and the 
~ well-gi·oomed performers and 
~ ,preEentei·s, turned To11y into a 
Q lfirst-class event. 

The Broadwa_,. stars- Shirley 
Knigh t of •· Kt'nnedv's Children" 
Carole Bishop of •· A. Choms Lin~" 
etc.-all dPport.rd themselves with 

·- \ tremendous sl\·l e and charm. 
• Scott, especia·ll~· . lifted the 

""' 

.. 
.. 

length,\· produetion into a verified 
atlll '\ 'Phere tha t made a viewer 
heapy with excitement, and a 
visual reminder of the potent ial 
of theater in its true sense. 
Broadwa~· may ha,·e its prob­
lems but they could only be 
helped by last night's man·elous 
fast-paced presentation. 

Between the musical production 
numbers, the nostalgic recollec­
tions and all the glamorous peo­
ple on hand, it was a night to 
r emember. Let's hope Emmy does 
a s welL 
White House Gibes: 

·we don't know about you, but 
we alwe0·s get a comforting feel ­
ing to know the President of the 
United States and his pres~ sec­
retary have time to horse around 
on a television show. It assures 
us that things are running 
smoothly in the nation"s capitaL 

Today, the bridge b etween 
show business and politics is 
traveled both wa . Either poli-

were 
there 



remember. Let's hope Emmy does 
as well. 
White House Gibes: 

We don't know about you, but 
we alweys g·et a comforting feel­
ing to ki10w the President of the 
United States and his press sec­
retarv have time to horse around 
on a· television show. It assures 
us that things are running 
smoothly in the nation"s capital. 

Today, the bridge between 
show business and politics is 
traveled both ways. Either poli­
ticians are finding more and 
more time to do an old soft shoe 
or old vaudeviiiians and Holly­
wood stars have hung up their 
soft shoes for a seat in the gov­
ernment. Sometimes it's wise, we 
guess, to reach-· for a laugh in­
stead of a vote. 

President Nixon, prior to his 
election, made the most prophet­
ic statement of his life on NBC's 
"Laugh-In" when he said, "Sock 
it to me." As for "Jive from 
New York, and it's Saturday 
Night," the opening line by 
President Ford on NBC's 

~ ·"Saturday Night," this wiii take 
a little incubation before any­
thing profound is hatched. 

The telecast, which featured 
Ron Nessen as host, was funny. 
Chevy Chase and his gang of 
Not Ready for Prime Time 
Players got a little out of h~nd 
.,hen they threw in the routme 
about Autumn Fizz douche in 
the same program as the Presi-

LET US TRAIN YOU IN 
TV DIRECTION 

PRODUCTION and 
STUDIO OPERATIONS 

rr--,.. Thorouab tialnlnl 
In all phases ol 
TV. Study undt~ 
direction of 11· 
perlenced men I~ 
the flelf. Ap­
prm~ ~~the U . 
State Education 
De~t. Day and 
Ennlnacoaduca-
tlonal tllllll 
nowlornllnc. 

Phona far lnlarllatitl 

(2121541~&231 

were 
there 
first. 
First to lend a helping hand­
because we start at 5. First to 
devote two full hours to major 
stories, investigative reporting, 
and information that affects your 
daily life. Like where your money 
goes, on Action 4 with Betty 
Fur~ss. What shape your body 
is in, w ith Frank Field. The state 
of Ol11 cities, on Urban Journal 
with C-.rl Stokes. The news 

· behind the news, on TDpic A. 

Others may try to follow. Who 
could blame them? With 
NewsCenter 4, you-and we­
have got it made. 

Chuck Scarborough at 5pm, 
Tom Snyder at 6pm. 
We get it a//on. First-at 5. 

NewsCenter4 
WNBC·TV 
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