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This beautiful new musem and its exciting exhibits of the mastery of air and space

is a perfect birthday present from the American people to themselves. Although it is
impolite to boast, perhaps we can say with patriotic pride that the flying machines we
see here, from the Wright Brothers 12-horsepower biplane to the latest space vehicle,
were mostly '"Made in U.S. A, "

The story of powered flight is an American saga. The wonder is that it has all happened
within the lifetime and memory of living Americans. How many of us remember vividly
the thrill of our first takeoff? How many recall the first news of Lindbergh's safe land-
ing in Paris? How many saw man's first giant step that planted the American flag on
the moon?

At this moment an unmanned Viking spacecraft is cifcling the planet Mars. It has only
been eighty years since the Smithsonian's Samuel Langley launched his unmanned "‘aero-
drome' for a half-mile flight before it plunged into the Potomac.

The amazing American achievements in air and space tell us something even more im-
portant about ourselves on earth. The hallmark of the American adventure has been a
willingness -- even an eagerness -- to reach for the unknown.

For three and a half centuries Americans and their ancestors have been explorers and
inventors, pilgrims and pioneers -- always searching for something new -- across the
oceans, across the continent, across the solar system, across the frontiers of science,
beyond the boundaries of the human mind.

Confined within these walls and windows are the products of American men and women
whose imagination and determination could not be confined. There is nothing more
American than saying: If at first you don't succeed, try, try, again, Nor could Ameri-
cans be confined to the Atlantic seaboard. ''"The wide open spaces' have lured Americans
from our beginnings. The frontier shaped and molded our society and our people.

Gertrude Stein once wrote: 'In the United States there is more space where nobody is,
than where anybody is. This is what makes America what it is.'" Indeed, the impact
of the unknown, of what was dimly perceived to be ""out there', bas left a permanent
mark on the American character.

Starting in 1607, a few fragile vessels like the Discovery and the Mayflower set sail
across 3,000 miles of unfriendly sea. Their passengers and crews know far less about
their destinations than American astronauts knew at lift-off about the lunar landscape a
quarter-million miles away. The pilgrims feared the perils of the voyage, and the
miseries of the unfamiliar land. But the sentiments that sustained them were recorded

by Governor\WilIie}m Bradford: '.,.that all great and honourable actions are accompanied
with great difficulties, and must be both enterprised and overcome with answerable cour-
ages...' Behind them lay the mighty ocean, separating them from the world they knew --
and before them lay an untamed wilderness.

Three and a half centuries later, that wilderness has been transformed. A continent

once remote and isolated now supports a mighty nation -- a nation built by those who
also dared to reach for the unknown. '

- MORE -



The discovery of this continent was unprecendented. It opened the eyes of mankind,
showing them the world was bigger than they had thought. Our nation's birth was
unprecendented as well. A new form ot free government was begun, which would
allow for change by future generations, yet secure basic rights to men and women.
The chance to earn property was given to those who had never had property --
education to those who had never been educated. In the New World, Americans had
to be handy Ours was a do-it-yourself society, and our fascination with machines -- to
lighten labor and to increase production -- began very early. The practical problems
of engineering and science required education, and the hard life attracted few learned
scholars from Furope. Sometimes Americans built their schools before their own
rough cabins,

By the time of the Revolutionthere were more colleges and universities in America
than in the British Isles. The men who wrote our Declaration of Independence were
probably the best-educated rebels and revolutionaries history had ever seen. And
when independence was won, the growth of free public education in the United States
amazed the world and quickened our pace in science and technology. Our Constitution
specifically gave Congress power to promote science and useful arts by rewarding in-
ventors and authors with patents and copyrights. While some governments are
always fearful of what individuals may write or discover, ours has always encouraged
free inquiry, with results that speak for themselves. It was just a century ago,

at the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition in 1876, that Alexander Graham Bell first
publicly demonstrated his telephone. Today millions around the world can hear -- and
see -- the highlights of history as they are happening. FKach new discovery, the
result of each experiment, humbles us, by showing the dimensions of the unknown.
Our progress can be measured not only by the extent of our knowledge -- but by
increasing awareness of all that remains to be discovered.

To keep reaching into the unknown, we must remain free. We must have freedom
' find and freedom to fail., L.ike our ancestors, we are always at the edge of the
unknown. In the next 100 years, the American spirit of adventure can-

find out even more about the forces of nature -- how to harness them and preserve
thein;

- explore the preat riches of the oceans, still an uncharted frontier;

-- turn space 1tselt into a partner for controlling pollution and instant communication
to every corner of the world;

- learn how to make our energy resources renewable and draw new energy from sun
and earth;

-- develop new agricultural technologies so all the deserts of the earth can bloom;
-- conquer many more of humanity's deadly enemies such as cancer and heart disease.

As Thoreau,reminded us, long before the age of air and space, ''The frontiers are not
east or west, north or south, but wherever man fronts a fact.'" The American adven-
ture is driven forward by challenge, competition and creativity. It demands of us
sweat and sacrifice and gives us substance and satisfaction.

Our country must never cease to be a place where men and women try the untried,
test the impossible and take uncertain paths into the unknown.

Our Bicentennial marks the beginning of such a quest, a daring attempt to build a
new order in which free people govern themselves and fulfill their individual destinies.
But the best of the American adventure lies ahead.

Thomas Jefferson said: "I like to dream of the future better than the history of
the past."” So did his friendly rival, John Adams, who wrote of his dream:
'"...to see rising in America an empire of liberty, and a prospect of two or three
hundred millions of freemen, without one noble or one king among them. You say
it is impossible. If I should agree with you in this, I would still say -- let us

try the experiment,"

I can only add: Let the experiment contin;’xe.
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DEDICATION CEPFMONIFS OF THF
AIR AND SPACE MUSFUM

SMITHSONIAN IMSTITUTION
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Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice President, distine-
uished Members of Congress, Secretarv Riplev, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen:

This beautiful new museum and its exciting
exhibits of the mastery of air and space is a perfect
birthday present from the American people to themselves.
Although it is almost impolite to boast, perhavs we can
say with patriotic pride that the flving machines we see
here from the Wright Brothers 12-horsevower biplane to
the latest space vehicle were mostly "Made in U,S,A."

The story of powered flisht is an American sara.
The wonder is that it has all hapnened within the life-
time and the memory of living Americans. Fow manv ef us
remember vividly the thrill of the first take-off? Fow.
manv recall the first news of Lindbersh's safe landine
in Paris? How many saw man's first giant steo that planted
the American flag on the moon?

At this moment, an unmanned Viking spacecraft
is circline the planet Mars. Tt has only been 80 years
since the Smithsonian's Samuel Langlev launched his
unmanned aerodrome for a half-mile flieht before it vplunsed
into the Potomac.

The amazine American achievements in air and
space tell us something even more important about our-
selves on earth, The hallmark of the American adventure
has* been a willingness -~ even an eagerness -- to reach
for the unknown.

For three and a half centuries Americans and
their ancestors have been explorers and inventors,
pilerims and pioneers, always searching for somethine new
across the oceans, across the continent, across the solar
system, across the frontiers of science, bevond the
boundaries of the human mind,
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Confined within these walls and windows are
the products of American men and women whose imagination
could not be confined. There is nothins more American
than saying if at first vou don't succeed, try, trv
again.

Nor could Americans be confined to the Atlantic
Seaboard, The wide open spaces have lured Americans from
our beginninegs. The frontier shaned and molded our
society and our peonle.

Gertrude Stein once wrote, "In the United
States there is more space where nobodv is than where
anybodv is." This is what makes America what it is.

Indeed, the impact of what is unknown, of what
was dimly perceived to he as "out there" has left a
permanent mark on the American character.

In the early 17th century, a few fragile vessels--
like the Discovery in 1607 and the Mavflower in 1620--
sailed across 3,000 miles of unfriendly sea. Their
passengers and crewknew far less about their destination
than the American astronauts knew at lift-off about the
lunar landscape a quarter million miles awav,

The pilerims feared the perils of the vovare
and the miserv of the unfamiliar land, but the sentiments
that sustained them were recorded by Governor William
Rradford "that all great and honorable actions are
accompanied with ereat difficulties and must be both
enterorised and overcome with answerable courages,"

Rehind them lay the mighty ocean, separating
them from the world thev knew and before them lav an
untamed wilderness. Three and a half centuries later
that wilderness has been transformed. A continent once
remote and isolated now supports a mirshtv nation, a
nation built by those who also dared to reach for the
unknown,

The discovery of this continent was unprecedented.
It ovened the eves of mankind, showine them the world
was bigger than thev had thought. Our nation's birthdav
was unprecedented as well. A new form of Government was
begun which would allow for change hv future penerations,
vet secure basic rights to men and women,

The chance to earn propertv was civen to those
who had never had provertv, education to those who had
never heen educated.

MORF
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In the Vew World, Americans had to be handy.
Ours was a do-it-yourself society. Our fascination with
machines to lighten labor and increase production hepan
very early. The practical problems of engineerine and
science recuired education. The hard life attracted few
learned scholars from Turope, Sometimes Americans built
their schools before their own roush cabins.

By the time of the Revolution, there were more
colleges and universities in America  than in the Pritish
Isles, The men who wrote our DNeclaration of Tndependence
were probably the best educated rebels and revolutionaries
history had ever seen. %“hen independence was won, the
srowth of free public education in the United States

amazed the world and quickened our pace in science and
technologv,

Our Constitution specifically save Congress
power to promote science and useful arts by rewardine
inventors and authors with patents and copvrichts, While
some Governments are always fearful of what individuals
mav write or discover, ours has alwavs encourarced free
inquiry, with results that speak for themrselves.

It was just a century ago, at the Philadelpbhia
Centennial Fxposition in 1876, that Alexander Graham
Rell first publiclv demonstrated his telephone. Today,
millions around the world can see and hear the hishlights
of historv as thev are hapnening., Fach new discoverv,
the result of each experiment, humbles us by the dimen-
sions of the unknown. Our prosress can be measured not
only by the extent of our knowledre, but bv increasing
awareness of all that remains to he discovered.

To keen reaching into the unknown, we must
remain free. We must have freedom to find and freedom to
fail. Like our ancestors, we are alwavs at the edge of
the unknown.,

In the next 100 vears, the American spirit of
adventure can find out even more about the forces of
nature, how to harness them, preserve them; explore the
great riches of the oceans, still an uncharted frontier;
turn space into a partner for controlling nollution and
instant communication to every corner of the world; learn
how to make our enersy resources renewable and draw new
energy from sun and earth; develop new apricultural
technolories so all the deserts of the earth can bloom;
conquer many more of humanity's deadly enemies, such as
cancer and heart disease.

MORFE
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As Thoreau reminded us, longs before the age of
air and space, "The frontiers are not east or west, north
or south, but wherever man fronts a fact." The American
adventure is driven forward by challenge, competition
and creativity.

It demands of us sweat and sacrifice and ecives
us substance and satisfaction. Our countrv must never
cease to be a place where men and women trv the untried,
test the impossible and take uncertain paths into the
unknown.

Our Bicentennial commemorates the besinnineg of
such a quest, a daring attempt to build a new order in
which free peonle govern themselves and fulfill their
individual destinies., BRut, the best of the American
adventure lies ahead.

Thomas Jefferson said: "I like to dream of
the future better than the historv of the pnast." So
did his friendly rival, John Adams, who wrote of his
dream: "to see rising in America an empire of libertv,
and a prospect of two or three hundred millions of
freemen, without one noble or one king amones them, You
savy it is impossible., If I should agree with you in
this, I would still say -- let us trv the experiment.”

I can only add -- let the experiment continue.

Thank vou.

FND (AT 11:22 A M, FDT)
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Senator Mike Mansfield, Mr. Speaker, Senator
Scott, Senator Brooke, Congresswoman Boggs, distinguished
Members of the House and Senate, ladies and gentlemen:

Obviously, I am deeply honored to have the opportunity
this afterncon to open this historic centennial safe. It
contains many items of interest to us today as we celebrate
the completion of our second century. But, it symbolizes
much more than a valuable collection of mementoes -~ it
symbolizes something about the United States of America
that is so mighty and so inspiring that it cannot be locked
up in a safe. I mean the American spirit,

When this safe was sealed, Americans looked forward
to the future, to this year of 1976. There was no doubt
in their minds that a President of a free government would

participate in a ceremony here in the United States Capitol
Building.

Just as American men and women 200 years ago
looked to the future, those who sealed this safe 100 years
ago also looked to the future.

So it is today with Americans, but there is no
safe big enough to contain the hopes, the energies, the
abilities of our people. Our real national treasure does
not have to be kept under lock and key in a safe or in a
vault. America's wealth is not in material objects but
in our great heritage, our freedom and our belief in ourselves.

\ .

A century ago, the population of the United States
numbered over 40 million. Today, we have more than five
times as many. But the growth of our population has not
lessened our devotion to the principles that inspired
Americans in 1776 or 1876,

In 1876, our immense wealth, both natural and
inventive, commanded worldwide attention., We grew from coast
to coast in greater industrial and agricultural development
than humanity had ever known.

MCRE
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In 1876, America was still emerging from a terrible
fraternal war. A lesser people might have been unequal
to the challenge, but 1976 finds the confidence of 1876
confirmed. Today, there is far greater equality of opportunity,
liberty and justice for all of our citizens in every corner
of America., There is rising prosperity for our Nation and
peace and progress for our people.

We look back to the evening of July 4, 1776. It
was then, after the adoption of the Declaration of Independence,
that the Continental Congress resolved that Franklin,

Adams and Jefferson begin work on a seal as a national
symbol, We are all familiar with the front part of that
great seal, But the reverse side, which also appears on
every dollar bill, is especially instructive. It depicts

a pyramid which is not completed and a single eye gazing
out radiantly. The unfinished pyramid represents the work
that remains for Americans to do. The Latin motto below is
freely translated: "God has favored our undertaking."

Two hundred years later, we know God has, Though
we may differ as Americans have throughout the past, we share
a common purpose. It is the achievement of a future in
keeping with our glorious past. The American Republic
provides for continued growth through a convergence of views
and interests, but that growth must be spiritual as well
as material.

As we look inside this safe, let us look inside
ourselves. Let us look intoc our hearts and into our hopes.

On Sunday, we start a new century, a century of
the individual. We have given meaning to our life as a
Nation. Let us now welcome a century in which we give new
meaning to our lives as individuals. Let us look inside
ourselves to unleash the God-given treasures stored within.
And let us look outside ourselves to the needs of our
families, our friends, our communities, our Nation and our
moral and spiritual consciousness.

Thank you very nuch.

END (AT 12:20 P.M, EDT)
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ANNOUNCEMENT FOR BRIEFING July 2 ON POOL FOR THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES.

members . ' .
We have posted th;\]lllllll" of the pool which will be covéring the
9:00 p.m. ceremony at the National Archives this evening. As you may
have noted the Travel Pool accompanying the President to the Archives will
be part of the coverage pool as well., All other members of the pool,
except the Travel Pool, must assemble at the Constitution Avenue entrance
to the National Archives at 7:30 p.m. to_be escorted into the Rotunda
in a group. Contact at the ArchivesWPress ¥R Advance Officer
wiimiwy Steve Studdert
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I am standine before the great charters of American
liberty under law.

Millions of Americans, before me and after me, will have
looked and lingered over these priceless documents that have
gulded our 200 years of high adventure as "a new nation, con-
ceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal.’”

Those were Lincoln's words, as he looked to the Declara-
tion of Independence for guidance when a raging storm obscured
the Constitution. We are gathered here to honor both.

Even the way these parchments are displaved 1s instructive:
-- together, as they must be historicallv understood:

-~ the Constitution and its first 10 Amendments on an
equal plane:

-~ The Declaration of Independence provnerlv central and
above all.

The Declaration is the Polaris of our politilcal order ---
the flxed star of freedom. It 1s impervious to change because
it states moral truths that are eternal.

The Constitution provides for its own changes, having
equal force with the original articles. It began to change
soon after it was ratified when the Bill of Rights was added.
We have since amended it 156 more times and before we celebrate
our 300th birthday there will be more changes.

But the Declaration will be there, exactlv as it was when
the Continental Congress adopted it —-- after elinminatinr and
changing some of Jefferson's draft, much to hils zannovance.
Jefferson's immortal words will remain, and thev will be pre-

served 1in human hearts even 1if this original parchment should
fall victim to time and fate. Listen:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all

Men are created equal, that they are endowed bv their
Creator with certain unalienable Rirhts. that among
Bhese -are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hapniness ~-
That to secure these Rights, Covernments are instituted

armong Men cderiving theilr just Powers from the Consent
of the Governed."

nore
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The act of Inderendence the actual senaration of
colonies and Crown tcok place 200 wears sgo todsy  when the
delegations of 12 colonies adontes Pichard enry Lee ¢ resolu-
tion of inderendence. ™"he founders exnected thet Julvy 2 would
be celebrated as the national holiday of the newborn Tenublic.
but they tool two more cavs to debate and sporove this cdeclara
tlon. an announcerment to the worlsd of vhat thev had done and of
the reasons vhy,

“he Teclaration an¢ other rreat cocuments of our heritare
rerind me of the flving smachines across the all in the new
museum we opened vesterday. TFron the Snirit of &t. Louis to
the lunar ortital cansules we see vehicles that enabled America
to cross vast distances in space. In ocur archives and librarie
we find cdocuments to transrmort us across centuriez in tire
back to "lount Sinal and the fea of Calilee. to “urnvmede to
the pitching cabin of the Tavflower. an?t to suwelterine
Pailacdelphia in midsummer of 177F.

If we naneuver our tine vehiclz along to 1747 we see
the sare charber of Independence Hall. where the Coastitufion
is belng crafted uncer the stern eve of feorge Yashinston.
Some faces are familiar. FEenjarin Franklin Is there of
course. and “oger Sherran of (onnecticut. Thomas Jefferson
has zone to Paris the culet cenius of this Convention 13
Jares ’ladison.

tut Jefferson’s great princinles are verv ruch present
The Constitution when it is done. will translate the great
icdeas of the leclaration into 2 lcval mecheniarm for effective
rovernient where the unalienalile rierts of indivilual fnericans

are 3ecure.

In grade school. we were taurht to uernorize the Tirst
and last parts of the Declaration. “owadavs even 2nv 8
skip over the long recitation of allered ahuses by Xing
Georpe ITI and his misguiced rinicsters. 5Hut occasionally we
ougnt to read ther hecsuse the injuries 2nd invasions of
individual ri-hts listed there are the verv ercesses of
governmental nower whilch the Censtitution. thre B1l1l of 2ichts
and subsequent amendments were desimned to nrevent.

“ae familiar narts of the Teclaration dzserite the
positives of [reedor the cull nart the nevstives. 'Jot 2ll the
rirhts of frez reople nor zll the necessarv novers ol rovern
nent c¢an be enurerated in one writing or for a2ll tirme =25
hacison and his colleagues rade »nlain in the Jth and 17th
Lrendnments.

2ut the source of all unalienshle ri~hts the »roner
purposes Tor whilch zovernments are instituted arons

the reasons whv free peovlz should conszent to an eq g
ordering of their Cod riven freedon. have never heen retter
stated than bty Jefferson in our Teclaratiorn of Irnfenenience

*

. .

"Life . liverty and the pursuit of haonriness zre clited
as rteine aron~ the wost nreclours endownents of the Craator
hut not the only ones. Tarlier Jefferson vrote th=t the
Go¢ who rave us 1life rave us litertv ot the rore time

r.ere
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This better explains the bold assertion that “All men
are created equal' which Americans have debated for two
centuries. Ve obviously are not equal in size, or wisdom,
or strength, or fortune. DBut we are all born - having pau
nothing at all to say about it. And from tane moment we have
a life of our own we have a liberty of our own, and we recelve
both in equal shares. We are all born free 1n the eyes of God.

That eternal truth 1s the great promise of the Declaration;
but it certainly was not self-evident to most of mankind in
1776: I regret to say it is not universally accepted in 1976.
Yet the American adventure not only proclaimed it, for 200 years
we have consistently sought to prove it true. The Declaration
is the promise of freedom; the Constitution continuously seels
the fulfillment of freedom. The Constitution was created and
continues -~ as its preamble states -~ “to secure the blessings
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.”

The great pronise of the Declaration requires far more
than the patriot sacrifices of the American Revolution, nmore
than the legal stabilizer of the Constitution, more than
Lincoln's successful answer to the question of whether a
nation so conceived and so dedicated could long endure.

What does the Declaration declare?

-« That all human beings have certain rights as a
gift from CGod.

-~ That these rights cannot lawfully be taken away
from any man or woman by any human agency, nonarchy
or demnocracy.

- That all governments derive all their just powvers
from the people. who consent to be governed in order
to secure their rights and to effect thelr safety and
happiness.

Thus. both rights and powers belong to the people, the
rights equally apportioned to every individual the powers
to the people as a whole.

This ilovember. the whole American people will. uncer the
Constitution. again give their consent to be governed. This
free and secret act should be a reaflirmation, by every
eligible American, of the rutual plecdges made 200 years ago
by Jonn Hancock and the others whose untrembling slgnatures
we can still make out.

Jefferson said that the future belongs to the living:
we stand awed in the presence of these great charters not by
thelr beauty, not by thelr antiguity, but because they belong
to us. We return thanks that they have guided us safely
through two centuries of national independence, but the
excitement of this occasion is that they still work.

All around our nation'’s capital are priceless collections
of America’'s great contributions to the world. but many of
them are machines no longer usec¢. inventions no longer needed .
clothes no longer worn, books no longer read. songs no longer
Bung.

nmore



Hot so the Constitution, waich woris for us dally,
changing slowly to neet new needs. .ot so the Bill of Rights;
which protects us day and nicht in the exercize of our funda -
nental freedoms -- to pray, to nublish. to snealr as we please.

Above all stands the nagnificent Declaration, still the
fixed star of freedom for the United States of America.

Let each of us, in this year of our Bicentennial, Join
with those brave and farsighted Anericans in 1776. Let us
here and now rwtually pledge to the ennobling and enduring
principles of the Declaration our lives. our fortunes and our
sacred nonor.

An¢ let us do so, as thney ¢il. with firm reliance on
the protection of Divine Providence. ihat the future of this
land we love may be ever brighter for our children ana for
generations of Americans yet to be bhorn.
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