




























































0 ' ) \) ' ( 0 

SCHEDULE OF BICENTENNIAL EVENTS 

July l: The President will go to the Air and Space for a 
dc·dication ceremony which begins at ll a. n1. There will be an travel 
P'' ,1 '.':hich \Vill be posted late this afternoon or t01norrow n1orning. The Presi
cL;: .\ill arrive at 10:20 a.rn. There \\ill be an advance text en1bargoed for 
6 a. n1. An expanded pool will join, 

The President will then drive to the Capitol to open a centennial safe in 
Statuary Hall. Will speak for 3 minutes. No advance text. Will be at Capitol 
about 45 minutes. (there will be a 5 ft. camera platform and 45 ft. throw) 

Friday, July 2: The President will go to the National Archives. Will arrive 
at 9 p.m. Will be met by Chief Justice , the Speaker, and the Vice President. 
He will sign the register which will go into a time capsule. Will then go into 
shrine area in the lobby and speak briefly on historic documents there. Hope 
to have advance text. There will be an expanded pool in the Shrine area. 

Saturday, July 3: In the evening the President will go by motorcade to the 
Kennedy Center. Will arrive at 7:20 p.m. Will attend a reception in the Atrium. 
(Travel pool) At 8 p.m. the President will go to the Concert Hall stage to open 
the Honor America Program. We will have an advance text, embargoed for 
6 p.m. Will then proceed to his box. There will be 5 boxes set aside for the 
press, including cameras. Participants in the program will include: Bob Hope, 
Billy Graham, Art Linkletter and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 

Sunday, July 4: The President will attend a private communion at 7 a.m. 
No coverage. Open coverage outside St. J ohn 1 s. 

Three helicopters will depart from National Airport. Press check in for the 
first two helicopters will be 6:45a.m. and departure at 7:15. Check in for 
the third helicopter is 7:15 a.m. and departure at 7:40 a.m. President will 
also depart at 7:40 a.m., and arrive at 8:45 a.m.- Valley Forge State Park. 
Will have an advance text of remarks probably Saturday. Embargo time will 
be decided later. Will have filing facilities there. (Helicopters will depart 
from Butler Aviation Terminal at National - CH 53's - 75 seats total on choppers, 
cost for the day will be between $300-350 for the day. Press must pay for round 
trip. ) 

The President will then travel to Philadelphia and will arrive at 10 a.m. Will 
have filing facilities outside Hall. Program begins at 10 a.m. President will 
speak 45 minutes into the program. Will then go to Bellview Stratford Hotel for 
a reception as a guest of the city of Philadelphia and Mayor Rizzo. There will 
be filing facilities there as well as food. President arrives Hotel at 11:30 a.m. 

At 12:30 p.m. he will depart and go by helicopter to New York. Will land on 
the U.S. S. Forrestal at ll:45 a. At 2 p.m. the President rings the ship's 
bell. This will begin 2 minutes of bell ringing all over the country to commem
orate the bicentennial. The Vice President, Secretary of State and Secretary of ' . 
defense will be on board. (3, 000 guests in all) President will speak briefly. 
He ·.··i.ll depart at 2:30 p.m. followed by one helicor.)ter. The other two will 
go the Newark International Airport to file. President may fly over the Statue 
of Liberty for an aerial reivew of tall ships. Between 2:30 and 3 p.m. the 
President will land on the U.S. S. Nashville and will get a briefing on tall ships. 
The President will then fly to Newark Int. Airport and from there to National 
Airport, arriving at 4:30p.m. (Departure from Newark is 3:45p.m.) 

The President will view the fireworks display from the balcony of the White 
House. 

Monday, July 5: The President will depart South Grounds for Monticello at 
9:40 a.m. by helicopter. Press check in at Andrews is 7:45a.m. and departure 
at 8:15 a.m. There will be an advance text (Bicentennial speech #6) embargo 
to be determined later. The President will speak at 11:30 a.m. Between 200-400 
p(•rsons are to be nah.:.ralized at the ceremony. Justice Powell will officiate. 
The President will arrive back in Washington at 1:20 p.m. (FYI: Ceremonies 
are scheduled in 4 other cities. The President will send messages to these.) 
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This beautiful new musem and its exciting exhibits of the mastery of air and space 
is a perfect birthday present from the American people to themselves. Although it is 
impolite to boast, perhaps we can say with patriotic pride that the flying machines we 
see here, from the Wright Brothers 12-horsepower biplane to the latest space vehicle, 
were mostly 11 Made in U.S. A." 

The story of powered flight is an American saga. The wonder is that it has all happened 
within the lifetime and memory of living Americans. How many of us remember vividly 
the thrill of our first takeoff? How many recall the first news of Lindbergh's safe land
ing in Paris? How many saw man's first giant step that planted the American flag on 
the moon? 

At this moment an unmanned Viking spacecraft is circling the planet Mars. It has only 
been eighty years since the Smithsonian's Samuel Langley launched his unmanned 11 aero
dror.ne• for a half-mile flight before it plunged into the Potomac. 

The amazing American achievements in air and space tell us something even more im
portant about ourselves on earth. The hallmark of the American adventure has been a 
willingness -- even an eagerness -- to reach for the unknown. 

For three and a half centuries Americans and their ancestors have been explorers and 
.inventors, pilgrims and pioneers -- always searching for something new -- across the 
oceans, across the continent, across the solar system, across the frontiers of science, 
beyond the boundaries of the human mind. 

Confined within these walls and windows are the products of American men and women 
whose imagination and determination could not be confined. There is nothing more 
American than saying: If at first you don't succeed, try, try, again. Nor could Ameri
cans be confined to the Atlantic seaboard. "The wide open spaces" have lured Americans 
from our beginnings. The frontier shaped and molded our society and our people. 

Gertrude Stein once wrote: "In the United States there is more space where nobody is, 
than where anybody is. This is what makes America what it is.n Indeed, the impact 
of the unknown, of what was dimly perceived to be "out there", l"B s left a permanent 
mark on the American character. 

Starting in 1607, a few fragile vessels like the Discovery and the Mayflower set sail 
across 3, 000 miles of unfriendly sea. Their passengers and crews know far less about 
their destinations than American astronauts knew at lift-off about the lunar landscape a 
quarter-million miles away. The pilgrims feared the perils of the voyage, and the 
miseries of the unfamiliar land. But the sentiments that sustained them were recorded 
by Governor,Willi~m Bradford: " ••• that all great and honourable actions are accompanied 
with great difficulties, and must be both enterprised and overcome with answerable cour
ages ••• 11 Behind them lay the mighty ocean, separating them from the world they knew -
and before them lay an untamed wilderness. 

Three and a half centuries later, that wilderness has been transformed. A continent 
once remote and isolated now supports a mighty nation -- a nation built by those who 
also dared to reach for the unknown. 

-MORE-
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The discovery of this continent was unprecendented. It opened the eyes of mankind, 
showing them the world was bigger than they had thought. Our nation's birth was 
unprecendented as well. A new form ot free government was begun, which would 
allow for change by future generations, yet secure basic rights to men and women. 
The chance to earn property was given to those who had never had property -
education tf, 1hose who had never been educated. In the New World, Americans had 
to be handy Ours was a do-it -yourself society, and our fascination with machines to 
lighten labor and to increase production -- began very early. The practical problems 
of engineering and science requrred education, and the hard 1 ife attracted few learned 
scholars from Europe. Sometimes Americans built their schools before their own 
rough cabins. 

By the time ot tre Revolution there were more colleges and universities in America 
than in the British Isles. The men who wrote our Declaration of Independence were 
probably the best-educated rebels and revolutionaries history had ever seen. And 
when independence was won, the growth of free public educatim in the United States 
amazed the world and quickened our pace in science and technology. Our Constitution 
spE> cifically gave Congress power to promote science and useful arts by rewarding in
ventors and authors with patents and copyrights. While some governments are 
always fearful of what individuals may write or discover, ours has always encouraged 
free 1nquiry, with results that speak for themselves. It was just a century ago, 
at the Philadelph1a Centennial Exposition in 1876, that Alexander Graham Bell first 
publicly demonstrated his telephone. Today millions around the world can hear -- and 
see -- the highhghts of history as they are happening. Each new discovery, the 
result of each experiment, humbles us. by showing the dimensions of the unknown. 
Our progress can be measured not only by the extent of our knowledge -- but by 
ln< reas1ng awa rPnes s of all that remains to be discovered. 

1 n keep reachtng tnto the unknown, we must remain free. We must have freedom 
'n find and frePdom to fail. Like our ancestors, we are always at the edge of the 
unknown. In the next 100 years, the American spirit of adventure can 

find out even more about the forces of nature -- how to harness them and pre Sf' rve 
them; 

- explore tht l!reat riches of the oceans, still an uncharted frontier; 

turn space ttselt into a partner for controlling pollution and instant communication 
t•1 every c:orner of the world; 

- learn how to make our energy resources renewable and draw new energy from sun 
and earth; 

develop nevv agncultural technologies so all the deserts of the earth can bloom; 

conquer many more of humanity's deadly enemies such as cancer and heart disease. 

As Thoreau ,remiqded us. long before the age of air and space, 
east or west, north or south, but wherever man fronts a fact. 11 

ture is driven forward by challenge, competition and creativity. 
sweat and sacrifice and gives us substance and satisfaction. 

11 The frontiers are not 
The American adven
It demands of us 

Our country must never cease to be a place where men and women try the untried, 
test the impossible and take uncertain paths into the unknown. 

Our Bicentenmal marks the beginning of such a quest, a daring attempt to build a 
new order in which free people govern themselves and fulfill their individual destinies. 
But the best of the Arne ric an adventure lies ahead. 

Thomas Jefferson said: "I like to dream of the future better than the history of 
the past. 11 So did his friendly rival, John Adams, who wrote of his dream: 

".··to see rising m America an empire of liberty, and a prospect of two or three 
hundred millions of freemen, without one noble or one king among them. You eay 
it is impossible. If I should agree with you in this, I would still say -- let us 
try the experiment. " 

I can only add: Let the experiment continue. 

* * * 
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OFFICE OF THF VJPI'I'F HOtTSF. "PPFSS SF.CPl='TAJ?V 

THF. t;1HITF BOUSF 

RE~PPKS OF THE 'PFESIT'FNT 
AT TFF 

DEDICATION CEPF.MQ~rrrs OF THF 
AIR AND SPACF t"USF.UM 

SMITHSOPIAN I~STITUTION 

11:13 A.M. EDT 

Mr. Chief Justice, Mr. Vice "President, cHstinq
uished Members of Con~ress, Secretary 'Riplev, distinc.ruished 
guests, ladies and ~entleMen: 

This beautiful new museum and its excitinP' 
exhibits of the mastery of air and space is a perfect 
birthday present from the American people to themselves. 
Althouph it is almost impolite to boast, perhn.os lA'e can 
say with patriotic pride that the flvin~ machines we see 
here from the ~ri~ht Brothers 12-horse9ower binlane to 
the latest space vehicle were mostly "Made in tT.~.A." 

The story of pm•1ered fliqht is an American sacra. 
The wonder i.s that it has all hapoened t-d thin the life
time and the mernorv of livinP' Al'Ylericans. Pow manv of us 
remember vividly the thrill of the first take-off? Pow 
many recall the first ne"'rs of Lindherrrh' s safe landins:r 
in Paris? qow many saw man's first qiant sten that planted 
the American fla~ on the moon? 

At this moment, em unmanned Vikins;r snacecraft 
is circlinu the planet r-1'ars. It has only been 80 years 
since the Smithsonian's Samuel Lanqlev launched his 
unmanned aerodrome for a half-mile fliqht before it nlunl"ed 
into the Poto~ac. 

The arnazinv American achievements in air and 
space tell us somethinrr even more important a~out our
selves on earth. The hallmark. of the A.J!'Ierican adventure 
has\been· a willinP'ness -- even an eagerness --to reach 
for the unknot,;rn. 

For three and a half centuries Americans and 
their ancestors have been explorers and inventors, 
pilczrims anc pioneers, ahravs searching for somethinu net-r 
across the oceans, across the continent, across the solar 
system, across the frontiers of science, beyond the 
boundaries of the human mind. 

~O'RF 
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Confined v.Tithin these t-ralls an0 vdndOl•TS are 
the products of American 1'\en and ~"omen t.rhose iMa~ination 
could not be confined. There is nothinr more American 
than saying if at first vou don't succeed, try, try 
ag-ain. 

Nor could Americans be confined to the .Atlantic 
Seaboard. The v.Tide ooen spaces have lured .A.merica.ns from 
our beginninvs. The frontier shaned and molded our 
society and our people. 

Gertrude Stein once wrote, "In the United 
States there is more space where nobodv is than where 
anybodv is." This is 111hat makes .A..merica l-"hat it is. 

Indeed, the impact of what :is unkno;.m, o-F t~rhat 
t>Jas dimly perceived to be as "out there" has left a 
permanent mark on the American cha.rC~.ctel"'. 

In the early 17th century, a few fragile vessels-
like the Discovery in 1S07 and the Mayflower in 1620-
sailed across 3,000 miles of unfriendly sea. ~heir 
passen~ers and crewknew far less about their destination 
than the American astronauts knew at lift-off about the 
lunar landscape a quarter million miles awav. 

The pilqrims feared the nerils of the vovaPe 
and the misery of the unfamiliar land, but the sentiments 
that sustained them t•1ere recorded by Governor t,Jilliam 
Bradford "that all great and honorable actions are 
accompanied with Preat difficulties and must he both 
enterprised and overcome v.rith answerable courap,-es." 

Behind them lay the·~iphty ocean, seoaratin~ 
them from the world they knev.r and before them lav an 
untamed wilderness. Three and a half centuries later 
that wilderness has been transfo!'J'I\ed. A continent once 
remote and isolated nov.r supnorts a. :rn.iP"htv nation, a 
na.tion built 1:'-y those v.rho also dared to reach for the 
unknov.m. 

The discovery of this continent t.ras unorecedenter'!. 
It o-oened the eves of mankind, shm·Tinr:r them the ~~rorld 
was hipper tha.n thev ha.d thouP."ht. Our nation's birthdav .. . 
t.•1as unprecedented as rvell. A nev.1 form of ~overnment '11<7as 
bequn which v7ould allot-1 for ch.ange hv future penerations, 
yet secure basic rip-hts to men a.nCI '·ro,nen. 

The chance to earn oro-oerty v.ras Piven to those 
~,..yho had never had pronerty, education to those r.1ho had 
never heen educated. 

MOFF' 



In the rrew TA70rld' A'll.ericans harl to be handy. 
Ours was a do-it-yourself society. Our fascination with 
machines to lirhten labor and increase production ~epan 
very early. The practical probleros of enqineerin~ and 
science reouired education. The hard life attracted few 
learned scholars from Europe. Sometimes Americans huilt 
their schools before their ot•'n rou,-h cahins. 

By the time of the Revolution, there were more 
colle!!es and universities in America· than in the Pritish 
Isles. The men who l-rrote our Declaration of Independence 
were probably the best educated rebels anrl revolutionaries 
history had ever seen. Hhen independence ~.ras rATon, the 
p:roMth of free public education in the United States 
amazed the Norld and quickened our pace i.n science anrt 
techno loP:''. 

Our Constitution specificallv p:ave Con~ress 
power to promote science and useful arts by ret•rardinll 
inventors anrl authors ~d th Patents and cop,,rip:hts. T·Thile 
some Governments are alt.Yays fearful of '~',.That initividuals 
mav r,.,1ri te or discover, ours has alruavs encourao:ed free 
inquiry, with results that speak for the~selves. 

It was just a century ago, at the Philadelphia 
Centennial Fxposition in 187 6, that Alexander t::ra.harn. 
Bell first publicly demonstrated his telephone. Today, 
millions around the world can see and hear the hi~hli~hts 
of historv as they are hapneninP'. ~ach net,r discoverv, 
the result of each exPeriment, humbles us by the dimen
sions of the unknm•m. Our proo:ress can be measured not 
only by the extent of our knowledp-e, but hv increasinrr 
at-1areness of all that remains to }-le discovered. 

To keen reachinp; into the unknown, l•re must 
remain free. TA7e must have freedom to fin(! and freedom to 
fail. Like our ancestors, t-re are alt...ravs at the ed,qe of 
the unknovm. 

In the next 100 years, the .American spirit of 
adventure can find out even more ahout the forces of 
nature, hot-7 to harness them, ureserve them; explore the 
great riches of the oceans, still an uncharted frontier; 
turn space into a partner for controllinp: nollution a.nd 
in~tant. communication to every corner of the l•7orld; learn 
how to make our enervy resources rener,..rable and drat.r net-r 
energy from sun and earth; develop new ap:ricultural 
technoloP"ies so all the deserts of the earth can hlooJTI; 
conquer wany more of humanity's deadly enemies, such as 
cancer and heart disease. 

HOFF. 



Pare It 

As Thoreau reminded us, lonr before the ap-e of 
air and space, "The frontiers are not east or ~'est, north 
or south, but v.1herever man fronts a fact." 'J'he American 
adventure is driven forward by challen~e, competition 
and creativity. 

It demands of us sweat and sacrifice and aives 
us substance and satisfaction. Our countrv must never 
cease to be a place where men and women trv the untried, 
test the impossible and take uncertain paths into the 
unknown. 

Our Bicentennial commemorates the beainnin~ of 
such a quest, a darin~ attempt to build a new order in 
Nhich free peonle govern themselves and fulfill their 
individual destinies, Rut, the best of the American 
adventure lies ahead. 

Thomas Jefferson said: "I like to dream of 
the future better than the historv of the nast." So 
did his friendly rival, John Adams, who wrote of his 
dream: "to see rising in America an empire of libertv, 
and a prospect of two or three hundred millions of 
freemen, without one noble or one kinP' amona them. Vou 
sav it is impossible. If I should avree with you in 
this, I ~.1ould still say -- let us trv the experiment." 

I can only add -- let the exPeri~ent continue. 

Thank you. 

FNT) (A'J' 11:22 A.M. ~n'J') 
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OFFICE OF THE t.JHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REr1ARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE 

CENTENNIAL SAFE OPENING CERE!10NY 

12:13 P.M. EDT 

STATUARY HALL 
THE CAPITOL 

Senator Mike Mansfield, Mr. Speaker, Senator 
Scott, Senator Brooke, Congresswoman Boggs, distinguished 
Members of the House and Senate, ladies and gentlemen: 

Obviously, I am deeply honored to have the opportunity 
this afternoon to open this historic centennial safe. It 
contains many items of interest to us today as we celebrate 
the completion of our second century. But, it symbolizes 
much more than a valuable collection of mementoes -- it 
symbolizes something about the United States of America 
that is so mighty and so inspiring that it cannot be locked 
up in a safe. I mean the American spirit. 

When this safe was sealed, Americans looked forward 
to the future, to this year of 1976. There was no doubt 
in their minds that a President of a free government would 
participate in a ceremony here in the United States Capitol 
Building. 

Just as American men and women 200 years ago 
looked to the future, those who sealed this safe 100 years 
ago also looked to the future. 

So it is today with Americans, but there is no 
safe big enough to contain the hopes, the energies, the 
abilities of our people. Our real national treasure does 
not have to be kept under lock and key in a safe or in a 
vault. America's wealth is not in material objects but 
in our great heritage, our freedom and our belief in ourselves. 

A century ago, the population of the United States 
numbered over 40 million. Today, we have more than five 
times as many. But the growth of our population has not 
lessened our devotion to the principles that inspired 
Americans in 1776 or 1876. 

In 1876, our immense wealth, both natural and 
inventive, commanded r.-Iorld~..;ide attention. \.Je grew from coast 
to coast in greater industrial and agricultural development 
than humanity had ever known. 

HORE 
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In 1876, America was still emerging from a terrible 
fraternal war. A lesser people might have been unequal 
to the challenge, but 1976 finds the confidence of 1876 
confirmed. Today, there is far greater equality of opportunity, 
liberty and justice for all of our citizens in every corner 
of America. There is rising prosperity for our Nation and 
peace and progress for our people. 

We look back to the evening of July 4, 1776. It 
was then,after the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, 
that the Continental Congress resolved that Franklin, 
Adams and Jefferson begin work on a seal as a national 
symbol. We are all familiar with the front part of that 
great seal. But the reverse side, which also appears on 
every dollar bill, is especially instructive. It depicts 
a pyramid which is not completed and a single eye gazing 
out radiantly. The unfinished pyramid represents the work 
that remains for Americans to do. The Latin motto below is 
freely translated: "God has favored our undertaking." 

Two hundred years later, we know God has. Though 
we may differ as Americans have throughout the past, we share 
a common purpose. It is the achievement of a future in 
keeping with our glorious ~ast. The American Republic 
provides for continued growth through a convergence of views 
and interests, but that growth must be spiritual as well 
as material. 

As we look inside this safe, let us look inside 
ourselves. Let us look into our hearts and into our hopes. 

On Sunday, we start a new century, a century of 
the individual. We have given meaning to our life as a 
Nation. Let us now welcome a century in which we give new 
meaning to our lives as individuals. Let us look inside 
ourselves to unleash the God-given treasures stored within. 
And let us look outside ourselves to the needs of our 
families, our friends, our communities, our Nation and our 
moral and spiritual consciousness. 

Thank you very much. 

END (AT 12:20 P.M. EDT) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FOR BRIEFING July 2 ON POOL FOB THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES. 

\.....members . . 
we have posted the am II -( of the pool which will be covering the 
9:00 p.m. ceremony at the National Archives this evening. As you may 
have noted the Travel Pool accompanying the President to the Archives will 
be part of the coverage pool as well. All other members of the pool, 
except the Travel Pool, must assemble at the Constitution Avenue entrance 
to the National Archives at 7:30 p.m. to be escorted into the Rotunda 

.will P@~ 
in a group. Contact at the ArchivesV.Press- Advance Officer 
...... Steve Studdert 
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I am standin~ before the great charters of American 
liberty under lat•r. 

T·1illions of Americans) before me and after me, will have 
looked and lint:rered over these nriceless documents that have 
guided our 200 '·years of hiph adventure as v:a neltl nation, con
ceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all 
men are created equal.;~ 

Those were Lincoln's "t~Tords;) as he lookeC'. to tbe Declara
tion of Independence for guidance when a ragin~ storm obscured 
the Constitution. We are eathered here to honor both. 

Even the way these parchments are displayed is instructive: 

together~ as they must be historically understood: 

the Constitution and its first 10 Amendments on an 
equal plane~ 

Tl1e Declaration of Independence properlv central and 
above all. 

The Declaration is the Polaris of our pol1tical order ... -
the fixed star of freedom. It is im~ervious to chan~e because 
it states moral truths that are eternal. 

The Constitution provides for its own chanGes, havin~ 
equal force with the original articles. It be~an to chanse 
soon after it was ratified \'lhen the Bill of Rir;:::hts was arl.ded. 
\'fe have since amended it 16 more times and before we celebrate 
our 300th birthday there will be nore chanees. 

But the Declaration will be there, exactlv as it was when 
the Continental Congress adopted it ~- after elininatinc and 
changing some of Jeffersonvs draft, much to his annoyance. 
Jefferson's immortal \'lOrds will remainj and they will be pre·
served in human hearts even if this orihinal parchment should 
fall victim to time and fate. Listen: 

!:we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
Men are created equal~ that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rip:hts; that among 
~hese·are Life 7 Liberty~ and the Pursuit of Happiness 
That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted 
amone; Hen deriving their ,just Powers from the Consent 
of the Governed." 

n.ore 



The act of Ind~rendence the actual separatio~ of 
colonies and Crown took place 200 v~are arc toeev ~1e~ the 
delecations of 12 coloniea adopter1 ~ic':'!.s.rc 7~1"nry Lee f3 reeolu· 
tion of inde~endence. "'he founc>.crs ex':'ectef~. t'12t JuJ•r 2 ,,rou1(1 
be celebrate(' as the nati0118.l ~iOlic1 ay of' the ne•,r~JOr!1 ~2'Y)'..lblic. 
but they took two ~ore ~ay~ to Ccb~t~ ~~f ~~ryrove this teclora 
tiorL an am1ouncer.ent to the vrorlr~ of v'hat t'•.e;r :t?n. C.one ar:.C: of 
the reasons w~y. . 

:he Declaration anC ot~er rreat focuments of our ~er1tR7e 
rer::ind T!!e of the flvin,p· u·.achin~s R.crosr. th~ ' 1a.l1 in t11e ne1

'' 

ri• .. useu:r. vee opened vestercav. Pror, the ?1'iir5.t of ~·t. Louis to 
the lunar o~bital cansule~ we ~ee ve~icles that ena~le~ America~s 
to cross vast distan~es in soace. In our ~rc~1ves &~~ librarie~ 
we finr~ cocurnents to tra.nsport us across centurie!S in tir·~ 
bac!c to ":aunt .Si11.ai and the ~en of GalilE'e. to ~nrn•rn1 Pc:.e to 
the pit chinr; cabin of the 7'avflm·rer.. an-:; to EHc l terin"' 
Philac~elphia in ri~idsummer of 177t, 

If i·re naneuver our tir.: e vehicle alonr to 17S7 ... ;e see 
the saD-e c!:'.a.r~.ber of Inder;enc1ence Ee.ll .. 1·rhere :.:.1r:· Co~1otitution 
is beinr:, (rafteC: 'l..ll"~.C:.er ti1e ;::;tern eve of Ceorre ~ 'ashinr·ton" 
Some f':1.ces c:.re fa.nilie.r. f~en.j ac5.rc F'r:tn'-.:li'l i~? therP of 
course: and ~ocer Sl1err:·~n of Co:1necticut. ~~ho:'~.~.'3 .. Te:f':f'~rso;1 
has ~one to Paris the cuiet ~eniu3 of this Co:1vention is 
Jar:'es 'Iac:H:son. 

'f. ut Jefferson 1 s great princi,Jles a.rA ver" r:,t;c:·~ present 
~he Constitution when it is fo:1e. ~ill translate t~e f~e~t 
i(!eas of the ~:eclara.tion into ~ lc ~·8.1 n.ec1;.8ni~r·, for eT'fecti ve 
covernr;;ent 't;:·1ere the unaliena.ble ri~'~t ~ of i::;r:i vi:,u::tl ,~nerican<J 
are secure. 

In Erc-v1e school .. "t·re Fer€' t~ur'.!t to :lcLorj.:::;e the first 
and last parts of the Declar~.t:ton. ·-.ro~·'t:c'avs eve"'\ t:?.ny :=;c'1oler-::t 
sJ:ip over the lonr recite.tion of !'.llercc. C'l.l:u!'!efl bv ::~inr 
Georre III anc~ his Pli8p-uited r ini<:Jter$. But occ.i?.s:ton?.llv ve 
OUfht to read t~er beceuse the i~jurie~ ~nd invasions of 
inC.:tvidual ri.:·!its listecl. there are t~1e ve:r" e:~c~s">o.G of 
£OVernmental rymrer ;:rtich tht= Ccnstitution. t>~ 3111 of ':'ir·;"ts 
and Bubsequent a.r;,enc.ments ~,Tere d.esirrnFr-: to nr~vent, 

T~e familiar ,arts of the ~eclaration (8scri~e t~e 
positives of fr.-eedotr, the eculJ Dc.rt the ne;,retiv~s ·Tot S.ll ttle 
rirht s of free neeDle . nor all tl;.e r~ecf:.::iSA.::'v no;'ers of r overr: 
raent c.::.n l;e enu!reratecl 111 one 1·.·r1 ti~!f' or for 8ll tir:e. c .. s 
Eacason ano ~1ia collearrues r.n.:lc nlc=:d.n in t':;e ';t:•. 9nt 1 "tr 
Ar.enc.tment s . 

:Jut ti1.c source of all unalie!"la.blo. ri~::1t s the proD or 
purposes for t:hic::-1 &~overnr.~ents a:'e inet~.tut~::c' nroc:1f."' r:.en anc". 
the rea8or2s H~:w free neonle shonlc: cor.sent to e.n equltll'•le 
orderin7 of their Cod Fiven free~or: h?ve never hcen tetter 
stateC than by Jefferson in our ~eclaratio~ of' ~enen1ence 

.. 
Life . li~erty and the purs~it of ~an~ines~ ere cit2e 

as teinf ar:.on"': t:!e r<oc;t nreciour en('m,'!":ents of t~e Cr2~.tor 
t·11t not the only ones. ~-FJ.rller .. Jcf'fer<'l,on Frate t'::".t the 
God who rave us life p:;ve us l:thert'• rt t::€" ~ETe tl;.',f" 
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This better explains the bold assertion that 'All men 
are created equal · Hhic~1 Americans have debated for tvro 
centuries. He obviously are !i.Ot equal i!i. size, or \'lisdom;; 
or strenP'th. or fortune. But t:re are all born ··" havinG haG. 

~ . ' nothing at all to say about it, And from tile moment 1t1e nave 
a life of our m·m t'le have a liberty of our m·m;; and we receive 
both in equal shares. vJe are all born free in the eyes of God· 

r.i?hat eternal truth is the great promise of the Declaration:; 
but it certainly vras not self~·evident to most of mankind in 
1776; I regret to say it is not universally accepted in 1976. 
Yet the American adventure not only proclaimed it; for 200 years 
we have consistently soucht to prove it true. ~he Declaration 
is the promise of freedom; the Constitution continuously seeks 
the fulfillment of freedom. 7he Constitution was created and 
continues , .. ~ as its preamble states "~· ·to secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.:; 

~~he great promise of the Declaration requires far 1~ore 
than the patriot sacrifices of the American Revolution~ more 
than the legal stabilizer of the Constitution~ more than 
Lincoln 1 s successful anst'ier to the question of l'lhether a 
nation so conceived and so dedicated could lone; endure. 

"V·fhat does the Declaration declare? 

That all human beings have certain rights as a 
gift from God. 

That these rights cannot lal·rfully be tal,en away 
from any man or woman by any human agencyi) monarchy 
or democracy. 

That all governments derive all their just pmrers 
from the people~ who consent to be governed in order 
to secure their rig..'1ts and to effect their safety and 
happiness. 

Thus; both rights and povters belong to the people,; t~1e 
rights equally apportioned to every individual the powers 
to the people as a whole. 

This Hovember" the 'Nhole Anerican people ~dll; uncer the 
Constitution~ again give their consent to be governed. ':"!:his 
free and secret act should be a reaffirmation~ by every 
eligible American) of the r.1utual pleC.ges made 200 years ago 
by John Hancock and the others 1·rhose untrembling signatures 
vTe can still make out. 

Jefferson said that the future belongs to tl1e living: 
we stand a\'l"ed in the presence of the~e great charters not by 
their beauty~ not by their antiquity~ but because they belo!i.g 
to us. We return thanks that they have guided us safely 
through two centuries of national independence) but the 
excitement ·of this occasion is that they still work . 

.All around our nation~s capital are priceless collections 
of .America 1 s great contributions to the Norltl. but many of 
them are machines no longer used.~ inventions no longer needed. 
clothes no longer worn~ books no longer read~ songs no longer 
sung. 

more 



lJot so tl1e Constitution, i!~1ici1 ~·ror1:G for us daily, 
changing sloNly to I:leet neH needs" Jot so t:1e Bill of Rights; 
uhich protects us clay and nir--J::t in tl1e exe:.."'cL·.;e of om" funda · 
nental free<loras , -· to pray, to ::;uhlish ~· to s:.>ee.lc as \'Je please. 

Above all stands t:1e magJ:'lificent Declaration,., still the 
fixed star of freedom for the United States of America. 

Let each of us;. in thi~ year of our Bicentennial) join 
":lith tl1ose brave and farsic;htec Ar.1ericans in 1776. Let us 
here anc.~ no\'T mutually plec".ge to the ennobl:tnc and endurinG 
principles of t:i.1e Declaration our live3 ~ our fortunes a!'ld our 
sacred l1onor. 

And let us do so~ as they di~~ nith firm reliance on 
the protection of :iJivine Providence .. ·:;;:w.t the future of this 
land '\lle love may be ever brichter for our children an.J for 
generations of Americans yet to be born . 

.. 




