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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS:

morning, a potential request from Thailand that we with-
draw our forces from that country.

I noticed in the marning news summary before I left
Washington that the President of the Philippines, Mr.
Marcos, is reviewing the Philippine relationship with the
United States. :

I think these potential developments to some extent
tend to validate the so-called domino theory, and if we
have one country after another, allies of the United States,
losing faith in our word, losing faith in our agreements
with them, yes, I think the first one to go could vitally af-
fect the national security of the United States.

Q. May I ask you one more question that has been on
my mind for a long time? Since you supported the in-
vasion of Cambodia 5 years ago, would you do the same
today?

THEe PresmeNT. Well, that is a hypothetical question,
Miss Thomas, because under the law I have no such au-
thority to do so. I did support the activities then, the so-
called Cambodian incursion, because the North Viet-
namese were using that area in Cambodia for many mili-
tary strikes against U.S. military personnel in South Viet-

nam. It was a successful military operatien. It saved

marny ‘American lives because those sanctuanes were

“destroyed.
~ Since I do not have the. authomy to undertake. any

such military obligation—we have no U.S. military forces
in South Vietnam—I think it is a hypothenca.l qucstxon,

which really I cannot answer.

FarMm LEecisLaTION

Q. Mr. President, in view of your commitments for
¥ood for Peace programs and your national interest in
slowing down increase of food prices, what kinds of farm
support legislation would you support?

Tue PresmenT. 1 believe the current farm legislation
is good legislation. I helped, when I was in the Congress,
to obtain its enactment. It has resulted in freeing the
Federal Government from trying to run agriculture in
the. United States. It has resulted in the greatest produc-
tion of food and fiber in the United States.

It seems to me that this law which was passed several

- years ago is good legislation. It has supplied our needs.

It has made it possible for the United States to contri-
bute very significantly in the Food for Peace effort around
the world.

Therefore, I think it is wise, under these circumstances,
for us to keep this law and not tinker with it at the present

-time.

InvesTicaTION OF ALLEGED CIA AssassiNATION PLOTS

Q. Mr. President, Clark Clifford said today that he
has already been questioned by the Rockefeller Commis-
sion about a possible CIA assassination plot. Since you
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created the Commission, I wonder if you think this is a
proper area for the Commission to get into?

Tue PresipeNT. Mr. Cormier [Frank Cormier, Asso-
ciated Press], let me say at the outset that this Adminis-
tration does not condone, under any circumstances, any
assassination attempts. We in this Administration will not
participate under any circumstances in activities of that
sort. Now, I have watched with interest and personal at-
tention the stories and some allegations to the effect that
assassinations were discussed and potentially undertaken.

I have asked members of my staff to analyze the best

" way in which this serious problem can be handled. I did

discuss it with the Vice President last week. And I ex-
pect within the next several days that I will decide the
best couurse of action for the Rockefeller Commission or
any executive branch investigation of such allegations.

Q. I gather, sir, then that you think it should be gone
into at least semi-publicly?

Tue PresmENT. It is a serious matter, and I will
decide within the next few days the best course of action
for the executive branch to take on these allegations.

Procrams For THE Poor

Q. Mr. President, earlier here today a number of young
people protested. it was inappropriate for you to receive
an honorary Notre Dame degree because they considered
your lack of sensitivity to the poor and. your decision to
refund the war in Indochma What would be your re-
sponse to that?

Tug Presmenr. I think you will find that the budget
that I submitted in January of this year was a very sound
budget. It was not an austere budget. It did provide sub-
stantially for the poor in many respects. It provided for
an expanded Community Development Act of $1,600
million more for next year than for the current fiscal year.
It did provide $202 million for the Older American Act,
which is a substantial increase in this area over the last
several years. .

We have proposed, and we will support, a responsible
program to help the poor in this country. And I think
the budget that I submitted in January does just that.

Tue PrResmENT’S ADDRESS ON FOREIGN A

Q. Mr. President, in your speech here at Notre Dame
earlier today, you made a strong pitch for continued
foreign aid despite the recession. And I was surprised
that you failed to mention your proposal for more mili-
tary aid to Cambodia and South Vietnam. Now, I know
military aid to Southeast Asia has been unpopular on

amany college campuses, and I wonder if your failure to

mention that-was because you feared you might be booed
or there might be a walkout by students if you professed
your policy on that issue?

Tue Presment. The speech that I made this morn-
ing on the Notre Dame campus was aimed at the broad
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Week Ending Friday, March 21, 1975

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Tke President’s Address Upon Receiving an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree
at a Convocation at the University. March 17, 1975

Father Hesburgh, Governor Bowen, my former good friends and col-
leagues in the Congress, Senator Birch Bayh and Senator Hartke, Con-

- gressman John Brademas, distinguished public officials, honored faculty,

members of the student body, and distinguished guests—and I add our
new Attorney General:

It is really a great privilege and a very high honor for me to have the
opportunity of being in South Bend on the University of Notre Dame cam- -
pus, but I am especially grateful for the honor that has been accorded me
this morning. I really cannot express adequately my gratitude being made
a member of the Notre Dame family. I thank you very much.

I would be most remiss if I did not also express as strongly and as
sincerely as I can the gratitude that all of us have in the Government for
the contributions that have been made, not only in the program described
by Father Hesburgh but by his many other contributions. I say to you,
Father Hesburgh, thank you from the bottom of our hearts. ' \

This has been a most exciting morning. As we were getting off the
plane at the county airport, a rather amazing thing happened. Some-
body asked me how to get to the campus of the University of Notre Dame.
What made it so amazing—it was Father Hesburgh. [Laughter]

I especially want to thank Father Hesburgh for all he has done to
make me and my party most welcome here today, and particularly for
granting amnesty to the classes this morning.

~ It is-also a rare opportunity for me to be at Notre Dame, the home
of the Fighting Irish, on, of all days, St. Patrick’s Day. I tried to dress ap-
propriately, and, honestly, I have a green tie on. Let’s face it, this is one
day we can all be part of the greening of America. ‘

As your next door neighbor from Michigan, I have always been im-
pressed by the outstanding record of the students of the University of
Notre Dame. You have always been leaders in academic achievement, in
social concerns, in sports prowess, and now, once again, you are blazing
new paths in the developments of new concepts in mass transportation.
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