
The original documents are located in Box 1, folder “Agriculture (2)” of the Ron Nessen 
Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



PAUL THEIS 

(il(~Lu,/ ~ ~ 
V>. ~ v:---d ~ 
~ ~ 1/!d. 
#'~~~ 
ttY TV~ 

Digitized from Box 1 of the Ron Nessen Papers 
at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library











































W'4 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 

increased energy costs caused by our conservation pro
gram. We will be announcing the details of this program 
within the next several weeks. But I wanted all of you in 
this great State to know now that this problem is at the 
very top of my list of concerns as well as yours. 

Let me brive you another clear case where energy action 
is needed that can materially benefit the people of Kansas. 
As you know, the demand for nitrogen fertilizer has begun 
to outpace its supply. The reason is very simple. Under 
the current and outmoded regulatory system, natural gas 
suppliers have no incentive to increase or even maintain 
adequate production and distribution. Thus far this year, 
naturnl gas curtailments have already resulted in the loss 
of about 140,000 tons of nitrogen fertilizer. Estimates for 
total loss during the year range from 200,000 tons to 
400,000 tons. 

To give you an idea of how important this is, a loss of 
200,000 tons, if it were all concentrated in com yield, 
would reduce· the 1975 crop by about 160 million bushels, 
or percent of the total com crop. · 

I think we should head off this problem before it gets 
out of control. And the way to do it is to deregulate 
the price of new natural gas in America. But to do this, 
quite frankly, I will need your help. I will need the support 
of public opinion and, ultimately, the agreement of the 
Congress. 

I could give you word and verse of how hard we have 
tried to get the COngress to move in this area. But, un
fortunately, thus far, no action has materialized. It is a 
part of that legislative program that I submitted. It is a 
vital part. But if we are going to get the kind of nitrogen 
fertilizer that I mentioned a few moments ago, we better 
deregulate natural gas, and the sooner the better. 

Now I would like to announa an important action 
that I am taking in response to the request of many Gover
nors. Last week I met with a number of Governors in At
lanta, Georgia. Last night I met with another group of 
Governors in Houston, Texas. And I will have the privi
lege and the honor of meeting with some additional Gov
ernors here this afternoon. 

The ones that I have met with have pointed out to me 
that owing to the softness in the construction industry, 
they, as Governors, will be able to accelerate work on our 
highway system at lower cost than in the recent past. Ac
cordingly, I have ordered the release of up to $2 billion 
in additional Federal highway funds. 

The Governors have assured me that these funds are 
needed and can be put to immediate use in highway con• 
stru.ction projects that can be underway by June 30, 1975. 
This action will help an industry that has been one of the 
hardest hit during our current economic tum-down. In 
reaching this decision, I considered that authority is al
ready available in the Highway Trust Fund. 

Now, I have urged State Governments to focus these 
additional funds, first, on projects that will produce mean
ingful jobs; second, on improvements that will enhance 

highway safety; and third, on projects that will complete 
key links in our interstate system. 

Priority-and I add this as a very important part of 
the recommendation-will also be given to urban mass 
transportation projects which State and local officials 
agree should be substituted for less critical highway proj
ects. 

Now, solving our problems as I look down the road 
will not be easy. But I would remind you of something 
that a man from Abilene, Kansas, one of the greatest men 
that Kansas ever produced, once said, and I quote: Free 
men do not lose their patience, their courage, their faith, 
because obstacles are mountainous, the path uncharted. 
Given understanding, they invariably rise to the challenge, 
end quote. 

Dwight Eisenhower knew this was true, and he proved 
it as a gallant commander during World War II and as 
President of the United States. 

And he had something else to say about American 
history and the Anterican character that I believe bears 
repeating today, when we are hearing so much from 
prophets of doom and gloom. And here is what Ike had to 
say in this regard. "It has been the tough-minded opti
mist," Ike said, "whom history has proved right in 
America." 

This was true in Ike's time and it is true in ours as well. 
I am a tough-minded optimist. And may I reciprocate 

by saying, as I look at this chamber, I know that each and 
every one of you, as well as you collectively, are tough
minded optimists as well: 

I believe in America, as you do. I believe in America's 
future, as you do. I am confident that you, joined with me 
in this great challenge that we face both at home and 
abroad-we are optimists, we are strong, we have a faith, 
we are dedicated. And I simply conclude by sa}ing we 
can do the job together, and I am honored and pleased 
to have had an opportunity of being with you here on this 
fine occasion. 

Thank you very, very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in the House Chamber 
at the State Capitol, Topeka, Kans. 

THE PRESIDENT'S , 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF.= ;\ 

\ " :.-.. t 
FEBRUARY 11, 1975 \, 

Held at Topeka, Kansas 

THE PRESIDENT. Won't you please sit down. And before 
responding to the first question, I do wish to thank Gov
ernor Bennett and the other Governors who were here 
with me in Topeka. I wish to thank the people of the 
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morning, a potential request from Thailand that we with
draw our forces from that country. 

I noticed in the morning news summary before I left 
Washington that the President of the Philippines, Mr. 
MamJs, is reviewing the Philippine relationship with the 
United States. 

I think these potential developments to some extent 
tend to validate the so-called domino theory, and if we 
have one country after another, allies of the United States, 
losing faith in our word, losing faith in our agreements 
with them, yes, I think the first one to go could vitally af
fect the national security of the United States. 

Q. May I ask you one more question that has been on 
my mind for a long time? Since you supported the in
vasion of Cambodia 5 years ago, would you do the same 
today? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is a hypothetical question, 
Miss Thomas, because under the law I have no such au
thority to do so. I did support the· activities then, the so
called Cambodian incursion, because the North Viet
namese were using that area in Cambodia for many mili
tary strikes against U.S. military personnel in South Viet
nam. It was a successful. military. operation. It saved / 
mariy ·American lives because those sanctuaries were 

. destroyed. · · · 

Since I do not have the authority to undertake any 
such military ob~gation-we have no U.S. military forces 
in South Vietnam-! think it is a hypothetical question, 
which really I cannot answer. · 

FARM LEGISLATION 

Q. Mr. President, in view of your commitments for 
\t,ood for Peace programs and your national interest in 
slowing down increase of food prices, what kinds of farm 
support legislation would you support? 

THE PREsiDENT. I believe the current farm legislation 
i!i good legislation. I helped, when I was in the Congress, 
to obtain its enactment.· It has resulted in freeing the 
Federal Government from trying to run agriculture in 
the. United States. It has resulted in the greatest produc
tion of food and fiber in the United States. 

It seems to me that this law which was passed several 
· years ago is good legislation. It has supplied our needs. 
It has made i( possible for the United States to contri
bute very significantly in the Food for Peace effort around 
the world. 

Therefore, I think it is wise, under these circumstances, 
for us to keep this law and not tinker with it at the present 

-time. 

INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGED CIA AssASSINATION PLoTs 

Q. Mr. President, Clark Clifford said today that he 
hao; already been questioned by the Rockefeller Commis
sion about a possible CIA assassination plot. Since you 

created the Commission, I wonder if you think this is a 
proper area for the Commission to get into? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Cormier [Frank Cormier, Asso
ciated Press], let me say at the outset that this Adminis
tration does not condone, under any circumstances, any 
assassination attempts. We in this Administration will not 
participate under any circumstances in activities of that 
sort. Now, I have watched with interest and personal at
tention the stories and some allegations to the effect that 
asl>assinations were discussed and potentially undertaken. 

I have asked members of my staff to analyze the best 
way in which this serious problem can be handled. I did 
discuss it with the Vice President lru;t week. And I ex
pect within the next several days that I will decide the 
best cou.rse of action for the Rockefeller Commission or 
any executive branch investigation of such allegations. 

Q. I gather, sir, then that you think it should be gone 
into at least semi-publicly? 

THE PRESII!iNT. It is a serious matter, and I will 
decide within the nextfew days the best course of action 
for the executive· branch. to take on these allegations. 

PROGRAMs FOR THE PooR 

Q. Mr. President, earlier here today a number of young 
peopfe protested it was inappropriate for you to receive 
an honorary Notre Dame degree because they considered 
your lack of sensitivity to the poor and your decision to 
refund the war .in Indochina. What would be your re-
sponse to that? · 

THE ·pRESIDEl'I<'T .. I think you will find that t.'le budgt;t 
that I submitted in January of this year was a very sound 
budget. It was not an austere budget. It did provide sub
stantially for the poor in many respects~ It provided for 
an expanded Community Development Act of $1,600 
million more for next year than for the current fiscal year. 
It did provide $202 million for the Older American Act, 
which is a substantial increase in this area over the laSt 
several years. 

We have proposed, and we will support, a responsible 
program to help the poor in this country. And I think 
the budget that I submitted in January does just that. 

THE PRESIDENT's AnoRESS ON FoREIGN AID 

Q. Mr. President, in your speech here at Notre Dame 
earlier today,· you made a strong pitch for continued 
foreign aid despite the recession. And I was surprised 
that you failed to mention your proposal for more mili
tary aid to Cambodia and South Vietnam. Now, I know 
military aid to Southeast Asia has been unpopular on 

.,many college campuses, and I wonder if your failure to 
mention thatwas because you feared you might be booed 
or there might be a walkout by students if you professed 
your policy on that issue? 

THE· PRESIDENT. The speech that I made this morn
ing on the Notre Dame campus was aimed at the broad 
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Father .ilesburgh, Governor Bowen, my former good friends and col
leagues in the Congress, Senator Birch Bayh and Senator Hartke, Con
gressman John Brademas, distinguished public officials, honored faculty, 
·members of the student body, and distinguished guests-and I add our 
new Attorney General: 

It is really a great privilege and a very high honor for me to have the 
opportunity of being in South Bend on the University of Notre Dame cam
pus, but I am especially grateful for the honor that has been accorded me 
this. morning. I really cannot express adequately my gratitude being made 
a member of the Notre Dame family. I thank you very much. 

I would be most remiss if I did not also express as strongly and as 
sincerely as I can the gratitude that all of us have in the Government for 
the contributions that have been made, not only in the program described 
by Father Hesburgh but by his many other contributions. I say to you, 
Father Hesburgh, thank you from the bottom of our hearts. · · 

This has been a most exciting morning. As we were getting off the 
plane at the county airport, a rather amazing thing happened. Some
body asked me how to get to the campus of the University of Notre Dame. 
What made it so amazing-it was Father Hesburgh. [Laughter] 

I especially want to thank Father Hesburgh for all he has done to 
make me and my party most welcome here today, and particularly for 
granting amnesty to the classes tl:tis morning. 

It is·also a·rare opportunity for me to be at Notre Dame, the home 
of the Fighting Irish, on, of all days, St. Patrick's Day. I tried to dress ap
propriately, and, honestly, I have a green tie on. Let's face it, this is one 
day we can all be part of the greening of America. 

As your next door neighbor from Michigan, I have always been im
pressed by the outstanding record of the students of the University of 
Notre Dame. You have always been leaders in academic achievement, in 
social concerns, in sports proweSs, and now, once again, you are blazing 
new paths in the developments of new concepts in mass transportation. 
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