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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 23, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: TED tW.RRSY 

Reference the Eastern States Country Music Association 
request. 

I'm not so sure a country music session at the White 
House is such a bad idea. The music does appeal to 
a large segment of the population. However, there 
are considerations which must be weighed in any final 
decision. 

- This would set some sort of precedent 
concerning performing groups with 
Bicentennial programs. 

- We have not surfaced plans, as yet, for 
entertainment at the White House other 
than that which is a part of state dinners. 

Is this association really representative 
of the country music field? 

Milt and I have discussed this and agree that more needs 
to be uncovered before offering an intelligent appraisal. 
Meanwhile, I did contact the Social Office and determined 
that at this time they have no plans for country music 
entertainment in concert with their planned social events. 
It may be that this request should eventually go to that 
office for any further consideration. ......-~ /~. f ilfi' .0 ...... 
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I will write to Molinari and determine more about his \:1, ·.' 
organization and the talent it represents. I will also 

1
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tell him that his letter has been forwarded to the Social , 
Secretary for any further consideration. 
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2165 Victory 3oufevard, 5t.:tten :.::sl~"'lci, •. el-: Iork 10)14 

~·~r. Ron ;.:essen, 
?ras;;; .3ccratary to tne .:-!·zsL:;ent 

The :·~1ite House 
1600 Pennsylvania. Avenue 
~-.tashini;ton, D.C. 

Dear Ron, 

Feor~ary 5tn, 1976 

Pernaps you'll recall our frequent get-to~ethers wnen 
~.;e both w-ere but no~ices in the broadcastin~ ind.ustl"'J. I'm 
still active in broadcasting as Regional ::iarketing Director 
with SESAC in New York City. I 1 ve also maintained ~Y roots 
in Country Husic and i':n quite proud to be serving a tenure 
as Vice President of t.~e Eastern .3tates Country :·~usic Associa
tion. 

As you know, I 1ve witnessed the fantastic grov~h of 
Country Music through the years and I 1m equally proud to be 
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a part of its history and progresso It was 'With former Pres
ident ~:ixon that I !>TaS able to arrange for the "first" National 
Procla'llation on behalf of Country :-~usic I-·:onth in Septembar, 1970. 
It was also during this period that I worked with the Inaugural 
Com."llittee to insure that Country }!usic be included in the. events 
of Inau~~ation Day. 

Neeclless to say, I a.:n also quite auare of your "early 
d01.ys11 in Country Music. As a matter of fact, t'l'w"O ueeks ago I 
hn.d a very cordial visit with Al Kessler at HAVA in Arlington. 
A far cry from the ole ':iA.:u., ho1rever, the present format still 
serves the metro area quite well. 

Ron, it• s because of your interest in Country r.:usic that 
Pm addressin& this letter to you on behalf our mlr Board of 
Directors at the Eastern States Country !·1usic Association. 

Our association ~as outlined several Bicentennial events 
involvinz Cou...'1try i·1usic throu~Shout 1970. · In October (Country 
:-Iusic i 'or.th), ~:ew York 1 s Ti:':es Souare Hill be rena;;·,e<i 11 Countrv - ~ 

~:usic 5quare 11 with a si6n c:lan ... in:; cere:'lony set for October 1st 
at the ''Crossroacis of the ·.;orld". 
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::r. Ron 1\-f!ssen, '-' .:s Secretary to the President 2. 

;Je are also l!.'orkin;, :.~ith t;l€ i~ational Par~ 3erv!.ce in 
arran,:,inc Cot:.ntry :-:u:::ic concerts at the foot of be :.:Jtatue of 
Liberty in :~e~-; -::or% harbor. Ti1C concert::: :dll be helci t:.rou6n-
out. tr~e su.:rl!·;er as pa·~t of t,~.: 3icentennial celebration and visitors 
to the shrine Hill be able to s:1are in a double herita5s • • • • 
that of freedom anci !'lUsic. 

As you are Hell aHare, Country .-:usic is America 1 s ovm :n'..lsic. 
It vza.s born here in the United 0tates and tells the stories of its 
peoples joys and sorroioTS ir1 a 1ilanner un-equallec! in any other forra 
of ~nerican entertaiP~ent. It is ~ost fittL~g. therefore, that Count 
:-:usic be il'lclud.ed, hand in hand, with the Bicentennial celeo:.."ation • 

. ' 
It was during the past weekena tnat popular entertainer 

Tony Orlando made this state.:;,ent during a nationui.de TV awards show. 
Tony said, "t.ffienever I hear the l-."'rds Country :-.usic in my travels 
around the r:orld, it 1 s ah;ays mentioned as knerica's lr.usic. 11 A 
fitting tribute to an knerican heritage. 

:.·;ith this in rr:ind, Ron, I am asking for a few m.o:::1ents fro!'!l 
your most valuable time in order to investigate witll n:.e the possibilw 
ities of presenting an 11Z.rening of Cou."ltry Husic11 in concert fcri:l 
in the t;ast Rooill of The ~Jr.ite Z:ouf:e zo:r.etime curing this Bicentennial 
year as v:e also celebrate our· nu.sical beritage. 

'.i\Je .Oicentennial cor.c~:r·t of A:nerica 1 s o~m .ausic !-;ould. b!'Ll'li; 

the 11vintage 11 masters of Country Husic to the ~ihite House. i:ames 
such as Roy Acuff, Bill ~-:or::roe, etc., could join today' s :wore con
tempory Country l-:usic artists i11 presenting an evening of rrrusical 
heritage for Presicent anci :xs. Ford, the ?resi~ent's f~~ily, selec
ted. ner;,bers of Cor:gress anC. perhaps chos-en Goverr.or 1 s of sottthe:rr. 
states ana. ~-Iayor' s of southern cities "i-mere Country Husic :laLTltai."ls 
its roots. The evening \·JOule. oe a. fittin~ Bicentennial cie.light, an.:.:. 
a most enjoyable way to honor P..:1erica, its heritage, its .rrilsic an<i 
its Birth·:iay. The histor;,· of the Eas7. ?..oo;!l "L-roula. then blend wit~1 
ti1e history of Country ~~usic to provicie a ~1ost fittini; tribut.a o:: 
both past and present. 

Our association -..rould. also li.!{e to present Presici.ent an:i 2-:rs. 
l'~ord with a beautiful motL'lted "guitar-shaped." wall clock in honor oi 
toe Bicentennial and Cou..""ltry r·1usic. The presentation ~;ould i!~-neG.iat; 

follow· the evening of musical heritage -vnth the sour~ of Countr:,; 
.':usic still alive in the East Room of tne E.'<:ecutive iia....""lsion. 

Ron, I knoH it's an evening that yo:;. per;:;onall:r i·:o:llu er:jo:; 
and I anxiously a1-~ait your thoughts on the possibilities. 



• ~-:r. Ron :iesse:1, P'~ss .Secretflr,y to t'"":e ?resic.ent 

"iton. l muld li~:c to take tnt:se last fevi ':iOrds to thar..~ 
yo~ for s::ari.>1~ our t:-;ou;:Jts an.} desire. I a:ree ~-:it~ our :.:oe:.rd. 
iLl thin:-:in:_; t~1e ,~csture a noole one a.:::-1~: ?.i: L:.ea :·Thich carries C<..!l 

equal a::~::.unt of _r)Ossibilities a:16. respon3~bilit~-'· .:.._ re~;o::s:.:;ilit:..· 
to our country, our ,·111sic an,J our heritae;;e. 

·~ae very natur.:: o: t~e Pr.:;siO.ent an;.:.:. his fas,.ily ten:.i to le~ci 
:ae to beli€ve that they fin,1ly believe in the ideals as ex_:JresseC. 
t1roug;h Country ~-iusic ~n:i thus I ask :,rou, as our Cou.."ltry :-rusic 
representative in t~lG .1lite ~:ouse, to take our request to the ciesk 
of the PresiQent for consi~e~ation. 

I t;1an[{ you f:or your tbe, your conside>.·ation anJyour effort~ 
on our behalf. .i£:tenciing every best r.rish and contL'"lued. best personal 
regards, I re~ain, 

HJH;ms 

, 
~- l.A"! ~ .'::ill1cere ;r; / 

~ " 1.'·-. ,...-~ u~ ------- __ £-<.,/' i .. 
/ ---· '/ y / ... -- .f. . , J -. 1" . t.~~·· ·'-~c:.ae..... • .. o :Lnar~ 

Vice Presici.ent, 
3astern States Cow1try i-~u.sic 
Association 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1976 

TO: RON NESSEN 

FROM: RUSSELL A. ROURK~ 
_____ For Direct Reply 

_____ For Draft Response 

X For Your Information 

Please advise -----
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE 

Jack, in Roger Stevens' absence from the City, I spoke 
with his Assistant, Charlotte Woolard re a Rose Garden type 
Presidential event for the cast of ''1600 Pennsylvania Avenue". 

Nicholson is relatively optimistic that we will be able to work 
this out. We are presently looking at the afternoon of either 
April 12 or 13. 

Be advised that I gave Charlotte no guarantee whatever con
cerning this event, and that the entire proposal must remain 
tentative until it is locked in. She indicated that the entire 
cast would be thrilled if the event could be scheduled. 

cc: TMarrs 
MMitler 




