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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 4, 1974 L“"Q

R
MRS

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: o WILLIAM SEIDMAN }‘)j
FRANK ZARB =}

RON NESSEN \03\

The considerable and generally accurate leaks about the
contents of your planned economic and energy programs

are damaging the planned impact of your proposals.

We feel that you should reevaluate your plans to announce
the economic and energy proposals in the State of the Union
speech and consider making at least some announcement

‘before then in order to prevent a complete loss of impact.

There are several reasons we think the leaks are damaging:

1. They give your opponents an opportunity to attack your
proposals during the next 2 1/2 weeks vhiley®u cannot answer.

2. By having all the proposals out in the newspapers
ahead of time, the reaction to the State of the Union
may be, "there is nothing new in that".

3. Senators Jackson and Proxmire are likely to begin hearings
before the State of the Union speech on these matters and

by the time you make your speech you will appear to be merely
reacting.

4. There is a great deal of anticipation being built up on
this speech. People are looking not just for specific
details but for signs of decisive and knowledgeable

leadership which will determine to a large extent the country's

estimation of you as President. A strong implication of vou
as a leader in firm command of the economy and the energy
field may be lost if you don't speak out before the details
of your programs are completely leaked.
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Therefore, we suggest you consider the following options:

1. Make a speech or use your news conference Tuesday to
announce as many of the economic and energy proposals as
you have decided on by then.

2. Make a major television speech announcing your enexrgy
program only. Frank Zarb favors this and says the complete
energy Package will be ready to go Thursday, January 9

or Friday, January 10.

3. Go ahead and announce the energy and economic proposals
in the State of the Union as planned. We do not favor this.

Assistant Secretary Enders says that Dr. Kissinger also
favors announcing the energy and economic proposals at
the earliest possible date. ‘

We would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with you.
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TherefOﬁe we suggest jou consider the following options:
ol ﬂkhsaquest gigerie- of specific actio in the wvariogus
‘ flelds before the Congress retﬁk§§ such agszhe/exciszrtsi
7’ on crude oil and the tax cut. '
Ui 2, naircacte EO he publi = ind Q options FOou—area
nsidering.

=y 3. Make a major television sp&ech announcing your energy
)’—359 program next week. [Frank Zarb favors this and says the i
completed energy package will be ready o go- ﬁgﬁﬁiﬁ JanuaEy—10.
/ / S—— i
4. Sse your news -onference Tuesday to i dlcate the'f e
specific legislation you will request on ene and economy
* and devote the State of the Union speech to, a high-level
philosophical statement of your go fo# e next two ~
years or 6 years. .

5. Allow spokesTEE/to‘\on¥the;EEBBrd7‘caff?‘out any

(ssistant Secretary Enders says that Dr. Kissinger also
favors announcing the energy and economic phkoposals at
the earliest possible date.
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We would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with you.
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“ " 'THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . . e ]
FROM: " ron nessenfa TV
SUBJECT: " SOME THOUGHTS BY DAVE BRODER ON YOUR STATE
St . OF THE UNION MESSAGE AND SUBSEQUENT PRESENTA-

. TION.OF-YOUR PROGRAMS . & el

- Find attached the Dave Broder column ffom today's Washington Post. As
you know, Dave Broder is a thoughtful, incisive and analytical writer. Many
of the ideas he presents in this column are excellent and we he re at the White
House should consider them seriously in planning your activities of the next
several weeks. ;

I believe your State of the Union speech is not just another speech. Based

on comments from the presﬁs’,’i the public and the business community, I have
the strong impression that this speech will determine the Nation's view of you
as leader and President for the balance of this term. Therefore, it is impor-
tant, I believe, that the tone and substaance of this speech be very carefully
considered. If this speech strikes the right toneby demonstrating your strong
leadership in the fields of economy and energy, and if it lays out the facts of :
the seriousness of the present situation to the American people, you should be
able to unite the country and the Congress behind your program and get your
public approval rating moving upward agaia.

As part of the preparation for the speech 2nd subsequent activities in support
of your program, we should weigh some of Broder's ideas seriously.

Attachment

CC:. Don Rumsfeld William Seieman
3 - .

re21

Wiiliam Simon
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 7, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: WILLIAM SEIDMAN
FRANK ZARB
AON NESSEN

FROM: JERRY H

Your memorandum to the President of January 4 on leaks has
been reviewed and the following notations were made next to
each opticn:

1. No.

20 Oko

3, The following was crossed out -- "'energy and ..."

Please follow-up with the appropriate action,

Thank you. -

cc: Don Rumsfeld

S e




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 4, 1915;

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: WILLIAM SEIDMAN
FRANK ZARB
RON NESSEN

The considerable and generally accurate leaks about the
contents of your planned economic and energy programs

are damaging the planned impact of your proposals.

We feel that you should reevaluate your plans to announce
the economic and energy proposals in the State of the Union
speech and consider making at least some announcement
before then in order to prevent a complete loss of impact.

There are several reasons we think the leaks are damaging:

1. They give your opponents an opportunity to attack your
proposals during the next 2 1/2 weeks vhileyou cannot answer.

2. By having all the proposals out in the newspapers
ahead of time, the reaction tc the State of the Union
may be, "there is nothing new in that".

3. Senators Jackson and Proxmire are likely to begin hearings
before the State of the Union speech on these matters and

by the time you make your speech you will appear to be merely
reacting.

4, There is a great deal of anticipation being built up on
this speech. People are looking not just for specific

details but for signs of decisive and knowledgeable

leadership which will determine to a large extent the country's
estimation of you as President. A strong implication of you

as a leader in firm command of the economy and the energy

field may be lost if you don't speak out before the details

of your programs are completely leaked.



Page 2

‘Therefore, we suggest you consider the following options:

1. Make a speech or use your news conference Tuesday to
announce as many of the economic and energy proposals as
you have decided on by then.

2. Make a major television speech announcing your energy
program only. Frank Zarb favors this and says the complete
energy Package will be ready to go Thursday, January 9

or Friday, January 10.

3. Go ahead and announce the energy and economic proposals
in the State of the Union as planned. We do not favor this.

Assistant Secretary Enders says that Dr. Kissinger also
favors announcing the energy and economic proposals at
the earliest possible date.

We would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with you.
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Jassary 20, 1978

Mz, President:

Here are Q's and A's from Jack Marsh
on demaestic issues other than ecoomy
and energy.

Ron Nessen
5:00 pm

e~



Mr. President:

Here are the O's and A's on the economic
and energy {ront, checked by the appropriate people,
for inclusion im yeur news conference briefing book,

Roa Nessen
4:00 pm




Mp, President:

Here are your Q's and A's on foreign affairs
provided by the National Security Couacil.

O's and A's on ensrgy, the economy, and
teher domestic matters will bs brought in to you
shortly.

Ron Nessen
3:00 p.m.




-

January 21, 1975

MR, PRESIDENT:

Here is the late material from Frank Zarb

for your news conference preparation, It consists of:

1.

A specific and detailed explanation of the
bureaucratic nightmare which would be caused

by gasoline rationing.

A dollar-by-dollar refutation of Senator Jackson's
charge that the average family would have to pay
$810 a year more for fuel under your plan,

A proposed answer to the charge that the North-
east and other regions would suffer inequitably.

A proposed answer to the

Jackson-Kennedy
attermpt to block your impesition of higher tariffe
-“‘W‘

Ron Nessen



Janwary 21, 1975

Mr, P”M!

Here is the transcript of yeur
press confsrences.

The everwhelming opinion of reperters
and staff members I talked to is that your
press conference was a forceful, positive
performance.

Ron Nessen



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHING-TON

February 1, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

Here are Q& A's on economics, energy and general
~ domestic matters in preparation for your news
conference Tuesday in Atlanta, ‘

On Monday, you will receive additional Q& A's on
foreign policy and the budget,

If you wish to pursue economic and energy policy in
more detail, you have received a separate notebook on
these matters.



Pebruary 3, 1973

¥r. President:
Here is the rematandsr of the material ia preparstiosn for yeur

nevs comfersnce in Atlamta. It covers {oveiga velatiens,
budgat-econony-eustgy, and CIA-FBI.

Ron Naseen



M¢t, President:
I thought you would like to know that Maggie Hunter is
in Georgetown University Hospital.

She had a mastectomy this afternoon, but I have been
unable to determine her condition since the first

condition report is not issued until 24 hours after the
operation.

You might want to call her over the weekend from
Camp David. Her phone number is: 625-5513.

Ron Nessen
 Feb 7, 1975 - 6:15 pm




February 11, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN
SUBJECT: Highway Fuads (releass)
T im defer 11.1

Release, up to 2 billien

Feoderal-Sate mth‘ l\qulrom

Intermtote 90-10
Nea-interstate 70-30

Potential Jobs Created by release of funds:

Direct 56, 000

Indirect 76, 000

Total: 126, 000 appreximately
@ eit el
1975 $350 millioa

1976 $1 billioa

197 Balance

Highwa! s fir eod by LLBJ ia 1




February 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RON NESSEN

rnmmﬂﬂmm hare is the material
you requested on Hubert Humphrey's secest statements concerning
the grgency of the tax cut,

The first paje is the Congressional Record transcript of
Humphrey's TV answer to your State of the Union speech, Humphrey
said Congress "can smd must” approve & tax cut in 30 days. The date
he said that was January I2.

The second page contains excerpts from Humphrey's appsaraace
on Meeot the Press 25 days Iatar. IHe says Coagress must pass & tax
cut within 30 days!

xﬁmamummmmm



AT :
& January 23, 1975

- {0 our economy and prosperity to our
- peopie. ] i

£ I outlined specific steps to deal with
- high interest rates, infiation, the housing
depression, and, most importantly, un-
exrployment.

Mr. President, Congress must take the
lead, In cooperation with the President,
in forginz 2 national economic policy
~  that will break the back of recession and
" . put America back to work. -

- I ask unanimous consent that the text
~ of my response to President Ford be
- printed in the ReEcorn. - .

There being no objection, the matert:
was ordered to be printed in the REcorp,
as follows: - - - : :
mmmn@m

. RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT’'S ENERGY, ECONOMIC
 MESSAGE, JANUARY..22,.1975, BROADCAST ON

o 4 - E

If it were possible for you to talk with me
tonight, I think I know what you'd probably
saY. 3 s
i “No more speeches, Mr. Humphrey, In the
.~ | past months all we've heard are words. What
~ ] we want is some action.” ’ .

- Well if that’s your message to me, I hear
you loud and clear. . ; .

Both Congress and the President have
wasted valuablé time in getting our econ-
-{ omy soundly on the road to recovery. There's
.| "no sense denying it. And it’s futile arguing
|~ over who's more to blame, . ° o
. We can't change the past. But if you can
~stand one more speech, I believe you’ll be

surprised to learn what Congress is planning
' -for the immediate future . . . the.decisive
' action that is long overdue. . ]

I can report broad agreement armong Con-
gress and the President as to the nweed for an
~-individual and corporate tax cui—o stim-
> ulate purchasing power, to accelemaze busi-
« ness investment, to lower unempsovment, to
° restore-economic growth. Moreover, ris tax
*  cut can be a reality within four to six weeks.
- -TUntil the President’s remarks :ast week,
* our country was like a seriously {il person
{- whose doctors:in the Executive Sranch and
- Congress could agree on neither the diag-
§{ . nosis of the iliness nor the proper ireatment,
+- President Ford initially proposed a curious
| remmedy—his five-percent surtax. A tax in-

crease in the midst of recession would have -

: bied the country.of its economic strength, -
* . weakening the patient still further: k
. Fortunately, Congress rejected this reme-
dy. But while the doctors were arzz=ing over
- the cure, the patient’s health detericrated

. ldly L2 o

At last, the doctors agreed on the source of
the disease—the most serious recession since
| - World War II—and at least part of the prop=.
- er treatment—a large dose of economic pen-
= iclllin in the form of tax cuts to bring the .
patient back to full health and normal ace-

= e first action of this Congress must be
-8 tax reduction for individuals and business,

_This can and must be done 1 the next 30

G

b ARE WAL

ave now only to decide on the size
and frequency of the tax cut and—most im-
portantly—who gets the benefits. -

" Under the President’s tax cut plan, a fame
ly of four with an income of $10.000 a vear
would receive only 8100. Under a bill I have
introduced the same family of four would
-_receive a tax cut of $300. -
= President Ford’s tax cut puts 48 percent
-5 of the benefits Into the hands of the richest
= 17 percent of the population. This fs not
7 ounly unfafr, it is bad economics because it
= Wil not stimulate the economy. Congress
g!‘_wm not accept the President’s plan.

=.” I recommend an overall tax cut of about
X $20 billion. While some people may consider

o, S 058

_ NGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENA

this too much, they should recall that in
1964 the Congress cut taxes by about $12
billion—~when the €économy was smaller and
the recession less severe. In today’s economy,
that woulid be equal to a tax cut of about
$26 billion. “ :

If economic penicillin is needed to combat
the recession, then we should prescribe a
dose large enough to heip the patient. And
we cannot afford to wait uniil May and
September to get extra money into your
pocketbook, as the President advocates. In-
stead, Congress should provide a reduction
of withholding rates, retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 1975, to increase your take-home pay

and to keep it coming on a weekly basis.

The tax cut I have proposed would reduce
taxes by 61 percent for those earning under
86,000, by.33 percent for families with in-
comes ranging from $5,000 to $10,000, by 21
percent for those earning from 810,000 to
$15,000, and by 16 percent for taxpayers with
$15,000 to $20,000 incomes.

In addition to these individual tax cuts,

business and farms need an increased invest~

ment tax credit—to provide new buildings,
new machinery and equipment, and most
importantly, new jobs. On this issue the
Fresident and the majority of Democrats
‘stand together. s o
Next, the Congress should turn its atten-
tion to tax reform to provide greater fairness
in our tax structure. By this, I mean phasing
out the oil depletion allowance, strengthen-
ing the minimum tax to ensure that the rich
pay their share, and eliminating foreign tax
preferences that send jobs and capital abroad.
And there are many more. s -
People have a right to expect that the tax
laws will be fair. =y i
Prompt action-on a tax cut is only the
first step on the Congressional agenda. Six
and one-hslf million persons are presently
out of work and that number will surely in-
crease. One thing is certsin: a tax cut is
of little direct help to a person without a job.
In Congress, Democrats and Republicans
alike, are committed to putting more people
to work, to getting them off unemployment
lines and into jobs where they can support
their families and pay their share of taxes. -
What America needs are jobs, not “Win”
buttons. What Americans want is work, not
welfare. . Gy :
" On its own initiative, Congress passed an
expanded public service employment pro-
gram providing 300,000 jobs in hospitals,
schools, day-care centers, and other public
facilities. Since this program was passed in
December, half a million more people have
become unemployed. N
This simply means that more must be

done. Democrats propose that Congress im- .

mediately authorize an additional 500,000
public service jobs, And an additional 250,000
jobs for each one-half percentage point rise
in the unemployment rate. Zigge A

"Yes, I know that this will cost morey, but
it costs more to have people unemployed.
‘When you're working, you're producing—
you're both a consumer and a taxpayer—
you're self-suficient. -

Unemployment is not only the loss of a job
and income; it is being told you are not
needed. This violates the promise of America.

The President has said that he will veto ™
any new federal spending. He proposed that
those on social security shall not receive
more than a five percent increase in benefits,
even though the cost of living has increased
by 12 percent. Those on fixed incomes—the
elderly, the blind, and the disabled—have
suffered the most from inflation. To fleny
them an increase In benefits equal to the rise
in the cost of living is wrong and unaccept
able. The Congress will not permit it.

There is no sense punishing people who
rely on a small social security check, or rais-
ing the price of food stamps for people who
are already struggling to feed their familles.

Cougress is no less concerned than the

1

" 8795

President over the growth in federal spend-
ing snd in controlling a large and wasteful

bureaucracy. Last year, for example, we cud.,

the President’s budget requests by 85 billion.

There is one basic reason for the record-
breaking deficits thsat have accumulated
since 1969.

On two occasions, in 1969-70 end i973-74,
former President Nixon attempted to control
indation by slowing down economic growth.
During these deliberately-engineered reces-
sions, as production declined, incomes also
wens down, profits fell, people lost their jobs
and, as a result, federal tax receipts dropped
sharply. Unemployed workers and business-
men and farmers operating at a loss don't
pay taxes. ; .

In these recession rears, the federal deficit
grew by leaps and bounds. In just this year
and the next we can expect a federal deficit
of $80 billion. This is frightening, -

The way to end these deficits is to get the
econamy moving—to get people back to work
and business to invest. And we can do this
with a prompt tax cut, sensible federsl
spending, and ample credit with lower in-
terest rates. g ;

These are among the major items on the
Congressional economic agenda. They will of~
fer each of you a greater measure of security
83 America begins the long period of eco~
nomic recovery. But lasting economic health

is impossible unless wise actions are taken .

in several additionai areas. .

First, let me discuss morzey and credit,
Tight money and high interest rates have not
halted inflation. They have added to it
That's obvious to everyone. But they have
choked off economic growth, brought home-
building to a virtual halt, increased bank-
rupicies among businessmen and farmers,
and created havoc in our capital maskels,

Yet in his remarks last week, President
Ford was totally silent- on the mone7 znd
credit policies that will make economic re-
covery possible. I propose that the President
convene an emergency conference on- mone-
tary policy, attended by the Federal Reserve
Board and representatives of business, lahor,
banking, farming, and the investtent com-
munity. - =

This conference should be coavened for )

the express purpoee of arriving et monetary

- policies thet are fully consistent with the

goal of economic recovery. Uniess this is
done, the desired economic effect of the tax
cut and other economic recovery meesures
will be largely wasted — - . :

I further propose theat the Prasident. use-

the Credit Control Act of 1969 to channel
credit’ into sectors of the economy now
starved for funds, primarily housing, staie
and local government, small businesses, and

Now let me say a word about housing.

There is no way out of a national reces-
slon while housing is in a depression. Today
hundreds of thousands of skilled coastruc-
tion workers are out of their jobs and thou-
sands of contractors are without work. -

Yet America needs homes and many of our
cities need massive reconstruction.

As early as 1849, Congress establisked a
national goal of & decent home and a suit-
able living environment for every American
family. To achieve these goals and rescue
the housing industry, strong action is ceces-

First, Mr. President, release the fu=ds =as
_the Congress has provided for hous=z.

Second, Congress should consicdes esiab-
lishing a National Housing Bank w1t suf-
ficlent funds to provide interest subsicies
and other financing for low-and =:ddie-in-
come taxpayers.

‘Third, the President should use ihe au-
thority he now has under public 3w t0
allocate credit for housing.

Economic recovery also dspends oa 38
sound national energy policy that m be
supported by every American. This will re-



HUBERT H. HUMPHREY "MEET-THE PRESS'"--February-17, 1975

HUMPHREY: "Unless we take some very concrete and effective action,
and very quickly, within the-next-60-to-90-days, I think
we would be approaching what you would call the dimensions
of a depression."

SPIVAK: "When will Congress do something (about tax cuts)?"

s

HUMPHREY: "Withinitheynext:30«days#"



Febreary 24, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

On Monday, February 24, you submitted ameadments to the 1975
Budget totalling $388. 5 million incleding an additional $274.5 millioa
in sconomic aid to israsel. Othsr amouants in the Budget requests
sre: $25 millioan in sconomic assistance to Portugal, $40 millioa
for famine or disaster relief, $40 milliea for resettiement of
Jewish or other refugees frem the Soviet Unioa, and $9 million

for Americaa schosls and hospitals abread.

All of these requasis bave been authorised by the Congress.

Because of the submission of these requests at a time you are
wrging fiscal restraist, the attached Questions and Answers are

provided.



March 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

Attached are the letters, editorials, amd columns whieh have
resulted from your recent travels around the country to explain the
economic and energy programs,

TAB A Highlights

TAB B Letters, editorials and columns from the Atlanta trip
TAB C Letters, editorials and columns from the Houston trip
TAB D Letters, editorials and columas from the Florida trip

RN/cg
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W] think everyone came away impressed with the President's forthrightness,
gsincerity, and determination to do something about our energy and economics
crisis. It is quite refreshing to see an administrdtion so open and so anxious
to listen to the views of a cross section of Americans." '

Lietter to President from J. Carrol Dadisman
Executive Editor and Vice President
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer

"] am convinced that your extraordinary efforts to communicate to the
news media in this kind of forum will be productive and fruitful, and I
would hope that your office would continue to use this vehicle in your
future endeavors. "

Letter to the President from Edward V. Cheviot
Vice President and General Manager
KMOL-TV, San Antonio

Y] think the President's candor, his emphasis on the big issues, his
flexibility, and his essential modesty will go far toward restoring his
public support. '

“Incidentally, at no time did he behave like 2 man running for re-election.
On the contrary, he seemed absorbed in issues far more important than
the next election--which might be the smartest re-clection ctrategy he
could adopt. "

Column by Edward H. Harte
Editor and Publisher ‘
Corpus Christi Caller, 2/12/75

"I was lmpressed wiih Fresident Ford's forthrighiness and low-keyed
excellence in presenting his ideas to the folks at the Houston breakfast
meeting. I told him there and then I was for him 1000%--and I meant it. "

Letter to Gerald Warren from
Pat Taggart, Publisher
Waco News~Tribune

P B
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"The Times commends President Ford for personally taking his energy
program to the people, hearing their suggestions and responding to their
criticisms. He, apparently, was pleased by the Houston reaction, describing
it as 'excellent and wholesome. '

-

"And we are in full agreement that the time for action is now. "

Editorial, Shreveport Times, 2/12/75

"This information will be valuable background for editorial and news
purposes. " '

Letter to Ron Nessen from Lee Anderson
- Editor
Chattancoga News-Free Press

"President Ford ate breakfast Tuesday with 60 of the South's top news
executives and offered what was later depicted as a confident, self-
assured presentation of his economic and energy proposals.

"Most of the newspaper, television and radio executives who attended the
90-minute session with Ford declined to discuss the meeting with waiting
reporters. But the handful who did were virtually unanimous in saying

they were impressed with the President, and, to varying degrees, supportive
of his proposals.'

Atlanta Journal news story, 2/4/75

The President's talk after the breakfast "was a pitch for his program and
an explanation of why gas rationing wouldn't work and why we had to make
ourselves independent in energy. It was interesting.

"It was pleasant. He impressed the audience with his sincerity and
knowledge of these subjects, with the gravity of the current crisis and
the need to get behind Gerald R. Ford and help solve it.

""He came here for this last reason [ supposeand he made progress. If
he came to reassure us that the presidency is in sound hands once more
and that the President regards himself as something less than imperial

and at the outside first among equals he also made progress and should

continue meeting his constituency in this fashion, "

Column by Jack Spalding
Editor
The Atlanta Journal, 2/6/75




"What emerged once again in the Atlanta meeting, however, is that
President Ford indeed has a specific package of economic and energy
proposals; the Democratic leaders in Congress do not. . . . The Congress
has a responsibility to act promptly on President Ford's proposals. Itis
not a time for politics as usual, and most Americans understand that.
President Ford has offered leadership in a difficult time. His energy and
economic proposals will be debated fully, as they should be, but it is vital
that the Congress move either to adopt the President's package or come
forward with an equally comprehensive set of energy and economic
recommendations. " ' '

-

Editorial, Atlanta Constitution, 2/5/75

-

"The President impressed us as being sincere and firm about the energy
program he has sent to Congress. He admits he is willing to compromise
to some extent with Congress but'we will not fiddle while energy burns.
We support that program and believe the majority of the American people
will support it."

Editorial, Atlanta World, 2/6/75

"The truth remains, of course, that the President has something, a
recession-inflation-energy program that is cohesive and comprehensive,
if not totally acceptable in its present form. The disunited Democrats
scramble around with sundry ideas--including conservation, allocation,
gasoline rationing, gasoline price increases, continue regulation of
natural gas prices, repeal of percentage depletion, reduction of foreign
tax credits for oilmen, extension of price controls with allocation rules,
ad infinitum. . . . "

Editorial, Columbia Record, 2/24/75

"President Ford was every bit the salesman, the guy with a program he
believes in so strongly he apparently does not intend to yield to his opposition.

"He talked as if he knew everyone in the room personally. It came freély.
There were no notes. He knew his figures, his dates and his subjects. . .

'""His breakfast with the news executives hit some high spots in the nation's
need to gain, through conservation and expanded domestic production of
gas, oil, and coal, independence in the energy ficld. "

Column by Sam Wood, Editor
Austin American Statesman, 2/12/73
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"The President, who talked and fielded questions immediately after the
breakfast did a good sales job. . .

"You may not agree with the President's program (and I admit to serious
reservations as to its inflationary effect on the economy), but you must
admit to his argument that at least he HAS a program, while Congress has
dilly-dallied on the matter. He's willing to compromise, and, as he told
us in Houston, he is realist enough not to expect to get everything he asks."

Columns by Robert W. (Pete) Lee
Vice President and Editor
El Paso Herald Post, 2/13 and 2/14/75

"The Ford Administration has at least come up with an economic game
plan. . . which is more than Congress has done. We think the President's
plan should be given a chance to work, without being altered into an
unrecognizable form which will give the critics a chance to say 'l told

you so'. " '

Editorial, WRCB-TV
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/10/75

"It has been a pleasure to have had the President here. He certainly
has left us with some better understanding of him and his programs.
And we trust that he has found something worthwhile here which he
cannot find in Washington--a better reading of the country."

Editorial, Houston Chronicle, 2/11/75
(Reprinted in part in The New Orleans Times-Picavune, 2/25/75)

"News executives attending the 'backgrounder' breakfast had kind words
about the President's frankness and informality."

News story, Dallas Morning News, 2/12/75

"Part of the President's pitch to the public is his claim that Congress will
neither back his plan of action nor produce a plan of its own. On Tuescay
his claim sounded very convincing. " '

Editorial, The Dallas Morning News, 2/13/75
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"The President impressed those with whom he conferred in Houston
with his earnestness.

“His was a somber attitude which left no doubt of his understanding

of the critical nature of the problem and that it is one which must be
solved. He reinforced that impression with the fact of his compre-
hensive energy program when Congress has none. . .

"The President has laid down a challenge to Congress which it cannot
ignore. The American people should demand of its Congress that it
start prompt action on a bipartisan program with the President to solve
our critical energy emergency. " '

Editorial, Dallas Times Herald, 2/13/?5

-"President Ford's visit to Houston can be scored as a skillful exercise

in public relations and political strategy to bring pressure on Congress
to act on the energy crisis--even if it does not adopt his own controver-
sial program, . .

"The most distinct impression this editor brought away from the Houston
activities was that he has made his pitch and now stands ready to com-
promise. " '

Column, Ed N. Wishcamper, Editor
Abilene Reporter News, 2/12/75

""The momentum, then, is with President Ford. His visit here, as
elsewhere, has left an impression that this Chief Executive, blessedly,
is a straightforward and honest man who may not have all the answers
but is seeking them doggedly. Given a basis, a starting point, he can
and will compromise with the Congress onthe best course to pursue in
a time that is increasingly perilous. And short.’

Editorial, "The Visitor Has His Itinéry--Where Is Congress
Headed?'", The Miami Herald, 2/27/75
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", ., . President Ford talked at length over the breakfast with 36 heads

of regional newspapers, newspaper chains and broadcasting companies,
Many of the media heads later said they were impressed with his grasp

of the energy and economic problems and his eagerness to hear all

views. One can easily imagine these news executives going to lunch

back home and bragging to their colleagues, 'and when I told the President’.

Column "When Jerry Ford Seeks A Better Idea,
He Listens, ' Paul Healy, New York Daily News,

2/28/75




MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 3, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
FROM: MARGITA E. WHITE ‘mau
SUBJECT: Reaction to the President's Breakfast

Meetings with Media Executives

The reaction of media executives who attended the President's break-
fast meetings in Atlanta, Houston, and Hollywood, Florida, has been
uniformly positive and their follow-up editorials and columns reflect
an increased understanding of and support for the President's economic
and energy programs.

Stories, columns, and letters about the breakfast sessions refer
repeatedly to the President's forthrightness, sincerity, candor,
informality, in-depth knowledge, concern with the gravity of the
problems facing the nation, and determination to solve them.

The editorials highlight the fact that the President has a comprehensive
and cohesive program and urge Congress to either come up with one of
their own or adopt the President's.

Attached is a compilation of the reaction we have obtained to date.

Tab-: A includes excerpts from the letters and clips resulting from
Atlanta (Tab B), Houston (Tab C), and Florida (Tab D).
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J. Carrol Dadi~man

o’ Everutive Lditor anid Vics Precdent N - /
The Ledzer-Enquirer ) .
PO. o 71 N .
~ Columbus, Ga. 31902 : -
.
/ -

February 5, 1975

, : IS
Mr. Ron Nessean " ~ 6926’ .
Press Secretary to the Presidan ’ 4$3
White Houss

Washington, D. C,

Daar Ron: ' : -

. Thank you again for ths invitation to brea%fast with thas
President yesterday morning,

It is a distinct honor, of course, to bs in the President's
company, particularly at so limited a gathering. We especially
appreciate his conveying 1o us personally his ideas about how to
deal with ths grea%t problems that confront all of us at this tire,

I thin% everycone came away impresssd with the Presidsnt's
forthrizhiness, sincerity, and dstermirnation o do sorethirg avout
our ersrgy ard economics crisis. It is quits refrsshing to sea
an administration so opsn and so anxious to listen to the views
of a cross section of Americans.

It was a pleasure to mest you and the other Whits House
officials presemt., We hope you will come back to Gsorgia again.

. Best wishes,

J. Carrol Dadisman
V—.

¢ r‘\'\";‘)
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. CHATTANDOCA NEWS-FREE PRESS
— February 5, 1975

Mr. Ron Nesszn
Press Secrestary to the President

“The White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Nessen: \

‘Thank you very much for the invitation to mest the
President at breakfast in Atlanta Tuesdgy; February 4, and
attend the afternoon press conferénce.

It was a pleasure to be your guest and to have the
benefit of hearing rir. Ford express in detail and personally
his views'relating to the problems of our nation tcday end
efforts to solve them.

This information will be valuable backgrOURd for
editorial and news purposes.

My thanks for fine hospitality on an important
occasion.

Sincerely, -

e
-

- . - .
() =,
...:’.' \J.;‘.A “/._,.1.' R
Lee Anderson
Editor

LA:fr



While Congress has had a grand time lately criticizing Pre
economic and energy proposals and suggesting alternatives of the
seem to be concerned enough to cancel th2ir usual February reces

Washingfon and work on the serious problems facing this country. T
already in recess and the Senate is about to be. And some mzmders
our own two senators among them, are getting a head start on the rs
Bill Brock is home in Chattanocga while his Finance Committes was st
find enough members to do business. And Senator Yoward Baker is o7

- : —
VI\\}5¢?
K S— i
WRTB-TV 3B —_———
RUST CRAFT BROADCASTING OF TENNESSZE, INC. \\£~

900 WHITEHALL ROAD, CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 37405
AREA CODE 615 267-5412

Presented by Georce A. Stevens, General Manz-=r.
February 10, 1975

sicant Ford's
ir cwn, thay cza't
S 1O Siay in
ha house s
of tnz Sen=—Ts,
cess. Sensisr
Frugsiing =
T inGalifceia
campaigning for the Republican presidential nomination. iicanwhile, the Sresicz-~':
economic proposals are getting more criticism than thay probaoly de-oer. Ahe - res
- Yy

with economics is that there are as many economic theories as thers are zcon
which makes it difficult fo pick out which programs will work and wxich will rz
The Ford administration has at least come up with an economic gams plan...whic-

more than Congress has done.

to work, without being altered lnfo an unrecognizaole form which wiil g:.v ns
a chance to say "l told you so." |'m George Stevens, General Manazzr o
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Mr. Ron Nesszon
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'February_21, 1975

Press Secretary to the President
White House

‘Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

. Please excuse the delay, but I had intended to write to you

earlier to express my appreciation for your kind invitation
to attend the breakfast meeting with President Ford in At-
lanta on February 4th. 1If you would, please convey to the
President my gratitude for the-opportunity to hear first
hand some of his thinking concerning the serlous problems fac-
in the-nation.

"In my brisf chat with the President following the breékfast,

I found him to be an affable and personable ﬂentle“,
My best wishes to you and the President as you pursue your
goals in meeting the needs of our nation in these dlLrlculL
times.
Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

BAHAKEL BROADCASTING

Cy N. Bahakel
CNB/m11
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PUT POLITICS ASIDE
(Presented by Paul Raymon)
’ Monday, February 3, 1975

No one can truly assess the results ot the President's visit to

Atlanta. We doubt that will be possible for weeks or months to

cni‘e.

AvE TNvd

bensd 8

Put we're confident that we express the sentiments of our State
and Reglon in saying we're glad the President and his top hands SEg
arc getting out to talk to, and hecar from, the pcople. We're only %S
surry that this is not &« bipartisan visit with leaders of the [
I c.ocratic Congress coming arm—-in-arvi with the Republican President. Q:
2y
ol
Arm-in-arm doesn't have to mean total agreement. But it would E?:
carry the promise of action before this economic storm builds ; §§2
into even more serious consequences. ;;:
:2:';'
Instecad of concerned joint action the people are seceing our i:’ &
rational government engaged in a war of words on a battleground of Egs
party polditics. 5&9
e
e'vpep enrve Gerorvgians ase fed up with this and so is the nation. t:;'g
ihat's the message tha! should go out from this Atlanta conference, NS
lcud enough to be hecard in Washington.
°R e 3
, fh 83 T
o TV efers u reasonatile oppartiduty reply 1o the views expressed in the editonal to o mspunsibla person of geaun v'c:pre- ; ‘Q “:? :-
: I R VeV O, et s bl et for sty B is submittend 10 WAGATY woathin ane weck 0 g, veast . ':% ) ‘;: y
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WILLIAM P HOBBY
LIZUTEXANT GOVERNOA ' February 13, 1975

- The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for the enjoyable and pkoductive breakfast session
in Houston. I think it greatly aided the understanding of
your positions by all present.

Following up on our discussion of natural gas taxation, I

must reiterate my opposition to the $.37 across-the-board
approach. This increased cost would be passed on to all con-
sumers in Texas and elsewhere--ihrough utility rates and
through the cost of products derived from natural gas or
produced at plants powered by natural gas. Our best estimates
‘are that this excise tax would cost each person in Texas (not
households) an additional $127.56 per year. This is 3.8 times
the proposed income tax rebate of $33.48 per person for 1074,
without including the cost of the excise tax on crude oil.

Although I agree with the need for stringent conservation, I
feel that this tax would serve no other purpose than to feed
inflation. Texans already are conserving as much as possible
because natural gas prices have jumped enormously over the

past 18 months. The State Board of Control, which operates

our Capitol complex of offices, is now paying $1.26/mcf, as
compared to the Federal Power Commission's regulated price of
$.50/mct for interstate sales. CLven with the price increacses,
the Federal Power Commission has estimated that Texas will
suffer curtailments of 208 million mci this winter. These cur-
tailments will slow production of petroleum anc petrochemical
products and of construction materials, all of which are needed
to keep the economy running. Because of the unavailability of
fuel, our utilities a]ready are converting to nuclear and coal-
pcwered plants. Three lignite glants are operating now, and
three more are planned.



The President - -2- February 13, 1975

An alternative action that you and Congress might consider is
the deferred imposition of an excise tax on natural gas usead
.as a boiler fuel, to become effective scme time in the future,
“such as 1982. This would provide an economic incentive for
the utilities and other industries to convert before that time.
The economic advantage of conversion would also help these
industries to obtain financing of the conversion.

A more important and sounder conservation measure would be to
require the extraction of a minimum percentage of the ethane
from natural gas, which would ensure the supply of these high--
BTU hydrocarbons for those markets dependent cn them, including
rural homes and schools for heating and cookirng; farmers who
use these fuels for drying crops; and the petrochemical indus-
tries who use these hydrocarbons as the raw material for making
rubber, plastics, medicines, and fibers on which our econcny

is so dependent. The Texas Legislature is considering prcposals
in these areas at this time, but any action we take on thz
intrastate market cannot be effective unless similar steps are
taken on the interstate market at the same time.

I want to express my appreciation feor your willingness to progose
action forthright}y for dea11ng with our energy probleﬁs of
course, decontrol of the price of crude o0il, at least froz fields
using secondary and tertiary recovery methcds and preferably

from all crude oil, by executive action is the one step that
would move us closer to reducing our energy vulnerability than
any other action available to you today. Althouch I disagree
with some portions of your program, I am grateful for your
leadership in trying to get Amer1ca moving toward a rational
national energy p011cy ,
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EDWARD V. CHEVIOT
VICE PRES.OENT

.o .
AND GENER AL MANAGER : FER 24 1975

February 20, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

I want to thank you for inviting me to participate in
'the briefinz which you held in Houston for the southwest
regional news media executives on February 1ith.

"1 am convinced that your extraordinary efforts to
communicats to the news media in this kind of forum
will be productive and fruitful, and I would hope that
. ycur ofics would continue to use this vehicle in your
future encezvors. ’ ‘

Your cancor and your determination to "get the message
out" to those of us who can transmit it to millions of

mericans is a new approach that will help to enlighten
the couniry as a wnole. :

32 : cerely,

. g : () R :

Edward V., Creviot

The Presidant of the United States
The Whita House
Washirgion, D, C.

be: Ron Nazsson .
Press Secretary

PO.BOX 2641, SAN ANTONIO TEXAS 78099, TEL (512)1226-4251
LAVED BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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PAT TAGGART
PUBLISHER

N : ’ S’ *

Waeo Newrs-Cribure
WAGO TIMES-HERALD
TEXAS

February 27, 1975

Gerald Warren, Deputy Press Secretary
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Warren:

Thank you most kindly for sending me the
President's energy and economic proposals in documentary
form.

I was impressed with President Ford's forth-
rightness and low-keyed excellence in presenting his ideas
to the folks at the Houston breakfast meeting. I told him
there and then I was for him 1000% - and I meant it.

Sincerely,

!lh_,,';;

- &
Pat Taggartee:

e

PT/r
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STANLEY R, TINER

IDITOR

February 20, 1875

Gerald L. Warren, .

Deputy Press Sescretary to the President,
¥hite Eouse,

Washington, D.C. Y

Dear Jerry:

Thank you so very much for the information which vou s=nt to
me concerning the Presicdent's economic and energy prograns.

Those docnnents will be very helpf ul,as was the breakfast
visit with the President in Houston, I think that his method
of carrying his fight directly to the people at the grassrcots
level is very effective,

I am enclosing and editorial from the Journal of February 19
concerning the President's right to make such a grassroots

[

‘presentation. I thought you might find it of interest.

One recuest please, Jerry: If vou could possibly do so, would
you sze 1if you could track down a copy of Alan Greenspan's
30~page treatise on the economy? I should like very nuch to
see it, :

Thank vou verv ruch for vour efforts in advance and foxr +ha
information I received todaj,

Sincerely,

Stanley R. Tiner,
Editor,

SRT/nb .

-



P R

s A retmsssindis

| —
Arkansas 5 Gazelfe.
S Rranaas

HUGH B. PATTERSON. JR. )
PRESIOENT AND PUBLISHER February 24 , 1975

Mr. Gerald L. Warren

Deputy Press Secretary
to the President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Jerry:

I appreciate your sending the
copies of the basic documents relat-
ing to the President's economic and
energy programs. :

» I had intended before now to
write and express my pleasure at visit-
ing with you in Houston, but I have
been extremely busy, and so I will
just take this opportunity to say that
our visit added considerably to the
value of the Houston meeting for me.

Sincerely yours,

. , 2l

Hugh B. Patterson,Jr.

HBP:mnm
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February 24, 1975

Mr. Gerald L. Warren

v . Deputy Press Secretary
E ‘ to the President

j The White House

] , Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Warren:
I appreciated the invite to breakfast with President Ford and

A you and your associates in Houston. We were grateful for the
§ - frank comments and honest answers to the various questions.

ot

F Thank you also for enclosing the material with your Februzry 13
letter. It has been handed, along with your telephone nu=3er,
to our News Director for his use,

Thank you again for your cooperation.

Best regards,

. . / )
//// :Z,/X;f<>/¢fééio~«—1.,
T. E. Gibbens

President & Generél_ Mgaag;r

e
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