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lVashington 1Vews Bureau 

Suite 6 OJ, 1725 K Street, N. lV., 1Vashington, D. C. 20006 

(202) 331-9884 

FAY GILLIS WELLS Octobe:~rl?, 1975 
WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT 

Dear Ron: 

The Toledo Press Club is having 

its annual "Rib and Roastn dinner October 

22nd. It is a"rib-tickling roastin~ of 

VIPS"similar to the Circus Saints end Sinners 

offairs. 
The Club •,·Jould like to have an 

amusinp; explanation fron you as to :·rhy President 

Ford can't attend ••• a minute of you on film 

giving the e:cplant?,tion or, if that is not 

possible, perhaps a direct messaEe from the 

President to the Club, to be read at the 

dinner. 
I realize time is of the essence but 

the communice,tion betNeen We.sb::Lngton and Toledo 

is unbelieveably slm·;. I'm sure they ">rould 

apprecia 
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RESPONSE . ' THE TOLEDO PRESS CLUB ...-1R THEIR 
"RIB & ROASI" DINNER BY RON NESSEN "r()-2;1.-75 

President Ford has asked me to extend his regre::ts that, 

as much as he would like to, he will not be able to attend 

The Toledo Press Club din er tonight. 

Unfortunately he has ave y full schedule consisting of 

meetings with his staff, eettngs with his Cabinet, 

meetings with the Congr ss --- and he also has to get 

three different estimate from body and fender repair shops. 

He sends his best wish s to the Toledo Press Club 

and wants you to know h has always had a great 

admiration for membert of the press corps --- and 

anyone else who can typ~ and chew gum at the same time. 

I 
I 

He thanks you for your pvitation and good intention 

! 
but wants you to know tift nowadays, he really doesn't 

l 

have to travel all the w~y to Toledo to be roasted by the 
i 

press. He has home defivery. 
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