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. ting to teli some of us," 
.. 

.. The NCAA lS &ttemp fte n "that 
Bob Devaney fumed here Monday a moo the '· ,., 
we can't live in 
neighbors can't thletic director. 

NebraSka's straJght-speakm1 a tball's winnin"· 

tbree yeas:s retired for suclt 
est coaching percen '· bborhood 
nonsense: start a fresh nelg nt on. "We may have to 

"Y sir "Devaney we · es, ' 7j IChooli to join an organlza. 
puU out and get W .to tion with roles whereby 

· . we can I;eep 
. ' growing in popularlty. 

We've th; 
last few years. We cant 

· . ,.. * go backward." 
: . · ,f Devaney 

. ...... ,..:_)-, · a major .. 
. ., . Ji... , . among 13" NCAA DlVl-
\ . sion One membe_rs 

• "• ·' . ! 1• the annual meetmg m 
.. _ ./ · i st.Louis,Jan . .14-17 .• 

"l ••The Eight w11l 

L
/ ·· , t'' •, ' . ... k' " 

" 1 ; i-...1. be a leader &n wor 
VAN for some roles, .. 

. . • diculous restrtetton!l, and 1 
stopping some of these rl nee will be alongside . 
think the Southeastern alike.'' 
us. Oarconferco:ces how the Big Ten 

Devaney said he dldn t now 
would go, nor the Southwest Royal . 

"i've seen some comme Arkansas} which make 
(Tel'as) rnay, we've got to quit 
me susptcaousd e 'th rules trying to equalize com-
tieing our han s W1 ch '' 
petition. Tbat's the wrong . . . 

\ 7:i.'7 ., .• .. 

... 

• 

... 
'· 

• 

·. 

... 

-Bryant rigls.! 
Devaney was e"-panding on a theme ile touchcrl 

briefly durlng an address to Monday 
Morning Quarterback Club. given a grand 
show there despite a telephone interruption by The 
President of the United States. 

Devaney had tile cooverGation v.i6b Ger. 
aid Ford with Cong. "ohn BuehaDan anrt 
Frznh Brombe:-g, Jr. 

Dev9ney, a longtime young Mic:1igan prep 
coach, then an to Bim::ic Mur.n 
State,ls an old acquaintance of President l''r,rd. 

But the 60-year-old Ccm.'mskcr AD is a closer 
buddy of Alabama's Paul Bryant. Devaney c;erend­
ed Bryant's matchmaking role for a Suc-ar Bowl 
though that influence negated a fourth Alaoama-Ne­
braska matcbup. 

From tbe same podium, a week f!nrl:cr, Br)•ant 
QBs that once upGa a couple o' time:; he and 

Devaney, and Oklahoma's Bud Wil:dm:on, bad ar· 
ranJ;ed bowl "a mouth before tuey were 
a.ADounecc!." 

.. But no one called ::nc from out there this year," 
Bryantdeclared. . 

Devaney backgrounded Nebraska si­
lence to Tuscaloosa. Tom Osbome, Hu:;l>0t coach, 
had suggested to Devaney a couple of JrVCeks ago 
that he might call Alabama game, some­
place. . 

"I didn't call Dear," Devaney said, .. because i 
figured tiae Orange llowl would invite hlr.1, we 
thought we'Q be there. TheiJ I fount: oct the Orar.ge 
Bowl C:ic!n't want A.I.Wama. 'r'dat wc.s a slap at the 
Big Eight, and Bear. 

''I don't blame him for what he did." 

. -Auburn case 
Devaney also commented on the lame-duck 

coaching situation at Auburn- almost identical to 
Nebraska during 1972. Devaney announced a final 
year of coaching with staff member Osborne cesig­
nated successor. 

"I saw what Woody Hayes saiC: about lame duck 
· coaches," Devaney said. "That Uley ww. It 

worked out well at Nebraska. 
"But we may have had some differe:1i circum-

. stances operating. Before we announcecl Tom as my I 
successor, we informed the players, staff and key 
administration people of the situation. We had their 
support beforehand. 

"At Aubarn I understand the dear {;\l. 
Shug Jordan had a chance to tcll bi:; And 
news leakeci cady &oom John McKay South-
ern Cal. Tbat could have a smootil transi- . . 
tioa at both places." 

Devaney said thnt if another prime coaching 
opportunity had come to him the first year of his 
departure from the sidelines he might h.-vc consid- J 
ered it strongly. He earlier had spurned a couple of 
pro coaching opportunities, 

.. If a pro job w:tere I'd had a -chance w "in had 
presented itself two years ago, I i':<tve taken 
iL But not now. I just don'j. want to wc;r!• 13 or H 
bouna cby anymore. 

"It's going to be interesting to SC(' 

reaction to losing at Tampa. Anci it's the history of 
new clubs that it &ets its lumps for a few }'ears. 
· .. 1 know John has a contract which \Vili 

him rich but he's such a competitive &.Jy. S() 
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1 'lfid<e a'ndl·Tige~§ ~'.:. 
' BY AI$ VAN HOOSE, News sports editor . · 

President Gerald Ford's five minutes-or-so telephone conversation · 
Monday to Birmingham's Quarterback Club indicated he keeps- abreast of ·. 
coUege football. 

This shouldn't be so surprising. Ford was a first-string center for Michi· 
gan in the 1930s-though not, as has been loosely reported, a bonafid~ · 

All-America. · 

The Wolverini!s' only victory Ford's senior 
. season was over once-~inning Georgi:1 Tech. 

Wi~h his familiar unhurried speaking style: 
the president chatted amiably with Cong. John 
Buchanan, QB Club captain Frank Bromberg, 

·Jr. and guest speaker Bob Dev~ney, Nebraska· 
athletic director. 

The telephone hookup was amplified into a 
loudsp~aker covering the Daniel Building ninth 
floor. An estimated audience of 'lGO listened.· 

VISITOR 
· ••• President Ford FORD STARTED WITH a quip about the 

· ~ :., ' · club's official name. He thought, the president ,said, aU the Monday Morning 
quarterbacks were in Congress: . · . . · 

Then he congratulated this state for "having two of the best football 
teams in the country outside of Michigan, and I'll have to add Ohio State." 

,J 

11• 

.l 

:"' :, The Buckeyes beat Michigan 21-14 Saturday for the Big Ten championship. • 
·~ :~ . Mr. Ford later amended that compliment to also include Nebraslta. .' . · ~· 

The President admitted he's worried about Michigan's Orange Bowl 
op'ponent, Oklahoma. "It looks lilte my Wolverines are going to have thelr 

. ·. I, . hands full," he said. Oklahoma whipped Nebraska 35-10 last Saturday. ·:1' 
· Ford said be tries to rcserv~ "a little t!mc on Saturdays arid Sundays to 

I 
watch the college and pro games on television." And he o!lserved tltat his 

.·· b~d>ground as a player and co<lcb made him "try to i1e understanding of 
:. . · t~ose wbo play because m(lst b<:mdstand qn<!rterbac!'s don't Jmow how hard 

, .' ,,. 
1 I 1lle players try or how hard Ute co:1ches wor:dor a g;;me." 

. • • ' - The President also had praise for the Quarterback Club's work. 
' '' ~ ~·t know from John (Buchanan) how deeply involved you are in helping . 

handicapped children, promoting research in heart disease and other very, 
very worthwhile projects,'' 1\~r. Ford said. "Keep up the good work. You 
make a great contribution to the quality ollife in your city and. sta~o and 
we're darned proud of you." 
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: lfG~ Vll?'coach' 
·~·:·Ul 
' ;lt;: . ~ C OJ 11TJ C! t'f) ~a 

•; 'IF -~· aU,;:; )!J.f..Jtl,;::; 
, 1: §!: .... President Ford today called 
·'U ::' la the Birmingham Monday Morn· 
· ~ ~; .. ~ ing Quarterback Club to congratu· 
~ £:· -~ late outstanding high school foot· 
~ ;:;·•.·. e ball players who were honored at . 

~· fZ the meeting. · 

I
, s:~;t; :! 11Th!\~ Prdesident sai_d, "I thoutght 
_ . _ a .on ay mornmg quar er-

'7 .~ 1'$ backs were in Congress," all sec-
..._ ·"' \l'j I ond guessing him on his deci· 
~~: S sions. 
c , ~t :i , . Ford addressed the grou? via a 
"'-. N long distance telephone hookup 1.\ w .;. that broadcast l.he message to the s_ 

'/ ~ several hundred people who had ! 
;~. gathered in the Da.'1iel Building. 
;~., c The call was arranged by 
~t. :E Congr. John Buchanan of Bir· 
.::- ~. mingham. 
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President Ford 

GuesS; who ~~ le,ohoned? 
When tt comes to entertammg aud1- entertained the 1 b 'th r 1 U . · 

ences with humor, Bob Devaney has· ments cu. wt IVC Y com· "~'m very happy to have this oppor 
few equals. The Nebraska athletic But ·never had 11 th h tumty to say a few words to the Oir 
director was telling a funny story about with a more pr a ~a ~orne ro~t mingham Monday Morning Quarter 
the time he got clobbered by Alabama other end "Hol~mm:~ ma.n on 'de back Club," he said." If you'll ~xcus 
in the Orange Bowl when the telephone "and we'II.put the p 

0
:··dea 1v0°

1~'! sat • me, I thought all. Monday morninl 
rang. . · · · r st n n. quarterbacks were m Congress. 

Being unfamiliar with the goings-on . The President? Surely, it had to be -. ..It's my understanding that boU 
of the Birmingham Monday Morning the president of Penn State. That school Crimson 'lide and Tiger fans are in th( 
Quarterback Club, .it had to be unex:- does play Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. audience. So just let me say the state ol 
pected in~erruption. Telephones don't Or the president of some pro club, or Alabama has two of the best Cootbal 
jingle at a head table. And that's where maybe a man in industry, whose inter- ' teams outside of Michigan, and, I hav~ 
Devaney was when ... ring, ring, ring. est is sports. · ' · to add, of course, Ohio State." 
'He was live minutes into his speech. . When Congressman John Buchanan . It wasn't planned, but it just hap· 

For the members, it's routine. This stepped up to the mike, the cat was out pened that the President and Devane:; 
has been going on all yea. One Monday of the bag. The man ori the other end of suffered through a losing SaturJay, 
it was. Woody Haynes, the next Job~ the line was the old Michigan center, a Michigan ha":ing lost to Obio Slate and 
McKay and on and on until nearly every former coach at Yale, Gerald Ford, the . Nebraska falhng to Oklahoma. 
head coach with a team in the top 10 had president of the United States. See GUESS, pnge AlO 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

( 

-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 5, 1976 

RON NESSEN 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF f(JtW 

VERN LOEN v~ 

National Prayer Breakfast - January 29 

Rep. Al Quie (R-Minn. ), a member of the National Prayer Breakfast 
Committee, called to say it was the decision of the committee to 
omit all press coverage from this year's breakfast. The Chairman 
of the committee is Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N. C.). 

In past years the committee has experimented with various ways of 
accomodating the press, from full press coverage to admitting 
photographers briefly prior to the start of the program. The 
committee feels that the press is a distraction at a highly religious 
event of this type. 

If you or the press has any problem with their exclusion, it should 
be taken up with Congressman Preyer. 

cc: Red Cavaney 




