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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY 
§OB GOLDWIN 

\,/'RON NESSEN 
BILL BAROODY 

FROM: DAVID LISS~ 
The Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
has placed a seven column ad on the back page of the News 
in Review of the Sunday New York Times supporting the 
Administration's position and actions on the UN vote 
characterizing Zionism as a form of racism. 

The ad was placed before the Conference knew of the 
President's statement. 

.: .-' ' 

Digitized from Box 130 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



TO: 

FROM: 

---
---

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DAVID LISSY 

FYI 

For Appropriate Action 

COMMENTS 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D C. 20420 

OF'"F'JCE OF 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS October 24, 1975 

The Honorable 
David Lissy 
Associate Director 
Domestic Council 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Dave: 

The NBC Today Show has invited a representa­
tive of the VA to participate in a panel discussion between 
7:00 and 8:00A.M. on Veterans Day, October 27 here in 
NBC 1s Washington studio. 

Since the Administrator plans to be on hand 
to greet the President at Arlington, Mr. Odell Vaughn, 
our Deputy Administrator will be representing the agency 
on the program. Mr. Cooper Holt, Executive Director 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Mr. Edward 
Golembieski, National Director of the American Legion., 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission, have 
also been invited and will compose the panel, along with 
Mr. Vaughn and Tom Pettit, NBC 1s moderator. 

These last few days have been kind of hectic, 
but I wanted you to have this information so that if your 
time permits you can tune in. 

, .. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator 

r 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN 

FROM: DAVID LISS~ 

Attached are copies of two telegrams directed to 
the President in response to the statement released 
earlier today. I have been told to expect more 
such messages, and will provide you with copies of 
those received from major organizations. 

cc: Robert Goldwin 



---g---- --··- --·- - ... ,.,._......_, --·;- r., ...... I v I . (' I} -
-Your statement denouncing the proposed United Nations resolution 

that would characterize Zionism as a form of racism is most welcome to us 

-- as it should be to all peoples around the world concerned with truth 

and decency. The Anerican Jeuish Cm:Jmittee hopes that your statement 

will serve to destroy 1-1hatever chance this resolution had of passing 

the General Assembly of the United States. By turning down this 

resolution, the member-states of the m~ v-1ould. tell. the •·mrld that they 

are prepared tor estore the UN to its originial position of serving 

world peace, and m<Jve a1-1ay from the hatred and dvisiveness that have 

so characterized it in recent years. We are grateful to you, 

Mr. .President • 

Bertra"ll Gold, 

Executive Vice president, 
A.rnerican Jewish Conuuttee 

... 
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VHD005 WAG104Cll53>C2•0l9478E297>PD 10/24/75 1153 
ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 
2164641330 TDBN CLEVELAND OK 79 10•24 ll53A EST 

PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD ATTN DAVID LISSY 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 
WE APPLAUD YOUR FORTHRIGHT STATEMENT CONDEMNING THE SCURRILOUS FALSE 
EQUATION OF ZIONISM WITH RACISM WHICH THE UNITED NATIONS SOCIAL 
COMMITTEE SEEKS TO FOIST UPON THA UNITED NATIONS. FAR GREATER THAN 
THE INJURY DONE TO THE JEWISH MOVEMENT OF NATIONAL LIBERATION IS THE 
GRIEVOUS INJURY TO THE IDEALS OF TRUTH AND FAIRNESS ON WHICH THE 
UNITED NATIONS WAS FOUNDED. AS A ZIONIST I AM GREATFUL TO YOU FOR 
YOUR DEFENSE OF THOSE IDEALS. AS AN AMERICAN·! AM PROUD 

RABBI ARTHUR LELYVELD PRESIDENT CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN 
RABBIS 
NNNN 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1975 

DICK CHENEY 
RON NESSEN V 
BOB GOLDWIN 
BILL BAROODY 

DAVID LIJ5711J,[__ 

Preside~~tatement on 
UN Vote on Zionism/Racism 

I thought you would be interested to know that as of this 
morning we have received over 200 messages from organi­
zations and individuals in support of the Administration's 
position and the President's statement. In addition, 
Max Fisher called and asked that I relay his personal 
pleasure. 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Hay 10, 1976 1976 MAY 10 P}A 3 51 

:r.iEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

BILL NICHO~· SON 

DAVID LISS 
-' 

American Jewish Press Association 
meeting·in Philadelphia May 25-28 

A session with the American Jewish Press Association was 
one of the ideas Max Fisher and I discussed with the 
President in our meeting of April 20. I have subsequently 
discussed it with Margita White. 

We should schedule a full day's briefing for the American 
Jewish Press Association in the next few weeks. The way 
we do it is very important. Four years ago t~riefing 
was poorly handled and le ~a sour after taste that little 
was gained from it. P 

It is important that Max sher and I be involved in the 
schedulirlg of the briefing and the arrangements for it. 

cc: Ron Nessen 
2'1argita ~'ihite 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN 

FROM: \V!LLIAM NICHOLSON{.)...) (.,i._) A) 

' ! SUBJECT: ··:American Jewish Press Asosocation 
meeting in Philadelphia Ivlay 25-28 

Regarding the attached, is this an invitation to the President to meet 
with the Association in Philadelphia May 25-28 OR are they requesting 
a meeting with the President in Washington since it is close to Philadelphia? 

Would you recommend that the President participate in a briefing with 
members of the American Jewish Press Association following their 
meeting in Philadelphia? 

Thank you. 

cc; David Lissy - fyi 
Jeanne Davis - fyi 



DED:CATED TO TRUTH, UBERTY AND jUSTiCE 
Serving Texas Jev:•ry Since 1945 

;\lr. Ron Nesson 
The \Vhite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

DALLAS--11333 fll~H CHJTRAL EXPRESSWAV--75231 
6S2 .. 7283 ... 351-4372 

FORT WORTH--P. 0. BOY. 7Li-Z-'-1a101 
L1 t1 ~927-2831 -- 923-7222 -- 924-7950 
l) ME!',1BER 

AMERICA.~ JE\v'JSH PRESS ASSOC!ATIO.C; 
TEXAS l?RESS ASSOCiATiON 

April2l, 1976 

....... 1 !. 

Per the President's suggestion with regard to a possible meeting with editors and 
publishers of the American Je'wish Press Association, I spoke '\i<ith Max Fisher 
last week. 

!\lax says he mentioned this about three weeks ago and will pursue it. H . 
The American Je'Wish Press will have a convention meeting in Philadelphia from 
1\lay 25 · 28 and the editors and publishers will all be close to Washington. 

However, if another 'date is more convet~~' p ease let me know 

~Sincer~ 

/
;JiM!\. WISCH, PUBLISHER 

JAW:r 

Please reply: 
P. 0. Box: 742 
Fort 'Worth, 

. c/s JEWISH PT . 

76101 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

RON NESSEN~~ 

DAVID LISSY/,, 

Per our conversation attached are: 

1) The President's letter 
2) The ADL telegram 
3) Carter's telegram to the ADL 
4) Washington Star story 

Carter sent his telegram unsolicited, on May 27. 
Then the ADL sent telegrams to the other candicates. 

Reagan has not responded. 

Attachments 

cc: Agnes Waldron 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASJ IINGTON 

June 22 1 1976 

Dear Mr. Graubard: 

In your telegram you asked for rriy reaction to 
Mr. Agnew's recent public remarks. ·:: 

I believe those remarks are wrong, both sub­
stantively and morally~ and they struck me as 
an unsavory footnote to a chapter in our history 
that would best remain closed. 

Instead of dwelling upon the past, I would prefer 
to look to the future and to determine ways that 
we can reduce bigotry in the world and secure a 
just and lasting peace. Your organization has 
always been in the forefront of that effort, and I 
want to do everything I can as President to ensure 
that, working together, we .can be successful. 

With sincere best wishes, . . . u 
Mf· 

Mr. Seymour Graubard 
National Chairman 
Anti-Defamation League 
315 Lexington A venue 
New York, New Yorlt 10016 
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BOSTON MA 12 1&6 
C . D! AR I'IR E PSI'£ J N ~ '""- -·- . , . · ._,.,.~l~t"',.. 

.] 

r)···-.. ~-A _!I TAKING f Ht O~f'ORt Ullt Y t~ WRIt! TO YOU, AS A R£PRESE~At lVE or . · '' '~ 
. ONE Otr THE MOSf R&:SfiCTED AfiJ FOREMOST HUMAN RIGHI'S OffUANlZATIONS IN 

t)£ UNlTID STAT! S, AMl A GROUP PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WttU t:J· 
A Nf l• EEM It 191. 

• 1 WAtiTtED. 0 SHARI MY CONC£RN WITH YOU ABOut tt£ .FAlSE, MALICIOUS, 
ANrt-SEM lC REMARKS W..,H·lC~ HAVI COM~ ·tO MY ATTENTION, R!C£NI'LY·MADE 

O BY FORM R VICE fR!SJDJ:NI' 'SPIRO AGNEW, IN A H!W!WEEK lN1J:RVI!W AND ·ort 

T J£ NBC •toDA Y* SHOW • . . 
• .,..,~~GNI:W ~ ~HO -ONCI, OCCUPIED T..: SECOND HtG.aST ELECTED POSIT to• Iff. 

I . . - .... 

flUS NATION, STATID ON NAT lONAL TELEVISION 1HAT .. I DO ,EEL. tHt 
. % lONlst INFLU£NCIS IN ft£ UN1f£D stAT£5 Aff!; DRAGGING TH! U S 111'0 A 

R-TJI:R DlSOROAtUt!D APFROACH TO tHE MIDDLE EASt' PROBLEM ... MR AGNEW . 
ALSO ATTACKED WHAt HE biSCR lBED AS· .. ISRA!Lt IMPIR tAL ISM .. \,Afm ACCUstD 
fJ.£ AM£R lCA N HEWS MID lA OF PAt«)!R lNG TO Tt£ "tlON1ST CAUsr • 
HIS STATEMENTS COULD NOT 13! trt.R1HltR FROM t M! tR tJI'H. 
JEWISH AM!R ItA MS HAV! ADDED AN lPIMEASURABtE CONTR lBUf ION TO T HlS 
COUNTRY tN EVERY JfltlD OF PROP!SS!ONAL, EDUCATlOttAL AND CUlTtJIAl 
EN>tAVOff. THEY, A.RE AS LOYAL tO AMERICA AS ANY OTJfER GROUP OV PEOPL~ 
IN TJ£ UNITED StATES. ~ · 
Tl£ D£DlCATlON OF fl1Attr AMERICAN JEWS tO THE .PRESERVATION OJ:' A JE~lSH 

HOMELAtil IS Not OM..Y Utf)ERSTAtllABLEt BUT COMMENDABLE IN ltGHt OF tHE· 
ttNJ'tRlES OF DtSat IMINAT ION AN) PERS!:CUTlON. 
A f!' \' r4 1ft tat WV 111\hDW C!G nit 1"UU' 116tftftt C' i"A C'lf 1M UC'a.t VN:I V f"t.,. V n" Ill Di!t tt 



I, tt76t "FOR 2 11fll YEARS, THE JEWISH PEOPLE tN CENtURY A"ER ~ r_;,, 
~ CZNTtltY, IN COUifRY AFI'!R COUNTRY; HAD TO WlTHm'AND PROPAGANDA, .. 

ATTEMPTS AT FOR ca:o· COWER SION, D ISCR IM lNAT lOti, POGROMS, AMl DEATH, ; {) 
O UNT 1l THE ll.T lMATE HMRCJf ·oF tHE HOLOCAUs:t. SUR£l Y tH~ ~EW.~S~ _PEOPI.; 

ARE 'ENTITLED TO 0~ F\.ACI ON THIS EARTH WH!R!.;tHEY CAN HAVE 1')£J1f,' ~ $ 
·· ·-- Oliff SfATE, ON! OlVIN TO THEM FROM T lftiE lMMEMOR tAL... . · ~~ \ 
O ftE. PR~SERVAT ION OF A stR ONO .All) V tABLE STATE. OF ISRAEL IS NO't ONLY ; C). 

lN ISRAEl. •s INTEREstS Ate IN THE INTERESTS OF' WORLD JEWRY, If lS lN 0 tt£ NATIOML lNTIRISf OV t J£ UNITED STATES AS WE~t:• JSRAEL ts AN 1 f? 
Gt t¥ St~ OF DEMOmACY AtiJ fREEDOM iN THE l'llDDLE £A.Sf • tO ACCUSE l!RAEL . ~~ 

'·. OF .. IMPERIAL 19'1* IS A jiR~ IBL! D IST()~T tON ANn . 91ACKS MORE; OF A·N 

O . ACCUSATION WE ARE USED TO I£AR lNG FROM TH! SOVttt UNlOlf 'tHAN A 

· Sl'ATEMENT FROM A PROMININf AMiR lCAN. . . 
tt lS INDEED FORTUNATE FOR THIS COUNTRY THAT SPIRO AGHEV IS SIPIPI.. Y 

9 .,..101 ,......, 

WRit lNG NOVELS AN) NOT ST D..l A HEARTBEAT AltAY FROM tHE FRtStOENCV. 
IN FACI', But FOR HlSOWMff!SlGNATION, fttR:AGN£W WOUlb HOW BE 
FRESlOENT OF tt£ UNITED STATES. . 
BY STATING ON THE .. TODAY" SHOW THAT JEWS HAVE tOO GREAT AN tNFli.ENCE , 
OVER THE PR!SS, H! lS NOT ON.. Y POISONING ~Hf POllT lCAL ATMOSPHERE tN 
tHtS COUNTRYWlfHANACCUSATlONTHAT lSD!:MOrfSTRABLY FALSE, HE tS 

StUNtNO ATTENTlOtf FOR T~ C~US£ OF HIS OWN PERSONAL DOWNFALL FROM 
Vl£RE lT SHOtl.D BE FOCUSED ·• NOT tHE AMER lCAN PRESS, BUT tHE 

AMERICAN SYSTE.M OF JUST !ct. I« AGNEW SHOULD NOT TAKE Out HlS 
FRUSTRATION ON .THE RELIGIOUS GROUP WHICH AlL too OFTEN !N THE PAST 

~ S BEEN THE SCA FE GOAT • 
.I HOP! THAT TH! ANTI·D&:FAMATIONLEAGUE WILl CONTUtu£ TO TAKE SI'RONG 

SfEPS tO CORRECT MlSCONC£PT IONS Afl) TO ROOT OUT THE LAst V£SI' tGES OF 

A Nl' 1· SIM IT 1 SPt A fit Ot tl:ft D 1 SCR lPI I NAT tON. 
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Carter ·~aP.S_A2"ew 
~<iff~ r~~~, 

un Anti-Semitism 
·, ':fJ_~;:; \ ;: c. -·~-~-y~~ 'if,.-:_;·--\~:·-~ ~-"_.: .. ;~.:-:_~- ."~:~-~ _,_ ·.·· ' 

Democratic._· presidential:"'•;-_tilk:_e~_-ou_t}li_! (rust~~tion _on 
contende~;"~_Jimmy"~'-Carter ~-t!i~=.reltgt_ou~, gz:()~p .. wlt•cll .. 
has accused · former Vice all too often in the past has 
President Spiro T. Agnew been the scapegoat." · 
of having •· made "false, ·· ·Carter's remarks were in 
:malicious anti-Semitic re- •- a-letter to- officials of the 
marks" during recent · Anti-Defamation Leag·ue of 
Jnterviews on the NBC-TV B'nai B'rith,. a Jewish 
Today show and in New· ' group which Carter urged 
·sweek. ·· · to "continue to take steps 
: "By stating on the Today •.. 'to root out the last ves­
show that Jews have too tiges of anti-Semitism." An 
much influence over the ADL spokesman here said 
press, he (Agnew) is not the organization issued the 
only poisoning the political letter 'as a press release 
_atmosphere in this country yesterday without consult­
with an· accusation that is ing Carter or his campaign 
demonstrably false," Car- . · aides. · 
ter wrote, "he is shifting Calling Israel "an oasis­
attention for the cause of of democracy and freedom 
~is personal downfall from in the Middle East,'•. ihe 
where it should be focused .. . former Georgia governor .·. 
;_not the American press~ '·'stated that to accuse Israer · 
but the American system of · of imperialistic .actions ...;;.. . , 
justice. · .. . . ··as Agnew did, for example,. . 

"Mr. Agnew should noc· 'in an interview· in last Sun~- c 
·. ~ , ,, . day:s. Washington Star- is--· 

-------• i ''a terrible distortion and 
:smacks more of an accusa-·. 
, tion we are used to hearing 

from the Soviet Union than 
a statement from. a promi­
nent American.'~ · .·. .. . 
' Agnew, ori his part, has 
repeatedly -denied that his 
remarks contain any bigot-

·-ey, and accused the Ameri- · 
can Jewish community of -
being overly sensitive. to . 
criticism. A business as­
sociate 'Of his said late yes-

, terday he had left town for • 
the weekend. 



-THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHlNGTON 

October 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH 

FROM: 

RON NESSE~~M~· 

DAVID LISSI/''/ 

The reaction from the people and the voters to the President's 
stops in Brooklyn has been beyond expectation. We are already 
getting reports of people at the meeting with the President 
who went out and publicly endorsed him last night. (In fact 
the two rabbis I took on one of the press buses chose that 
as an opportunity to endorse the President.) 

There is a strong sense that the ·President cared enough to 
come. In particular, his handling of the questions at the 
meeting of the leaders was superb. 

There is considerable community embarrassment at the heckling 
which was from JDL and SOIL--two very fringe groups. The 
press reporting of the heckling plays it way out of propor­
tion. It looked to me as if there were 12-15 hecklers at 
most, but they were up front. 

The turn-out irt Bora Park, the second stop, was excellent. 
Some of the ·stories say the crowd was not wildly enthusiastic­
very true, but that misses the point. In a small area with 
80,000-100,000 Orthodox Jews, 25,000 were out on the street. 
They gave the President a warm welcome and the word back 
through the community grapevine is all favorable. 

These two communities are generally about 5-l Democratic. 
The President did well yesterday and should cut way into 
that margin. 

The Jewish press appears to be giving us good coverage. The 
PFC is mailing the President's speech to over 4,000 Jewish 
leaders around the country. 

cc:aNicholson, J. Carlson, T. O'Donnell; M. Earl 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 
JIM CAVANAUGH 
RON NESSEN 
ALAN WOODS 

DAVID LISS 

We got some fairly decent follow up coverage on the 
Brown story from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
(See attachment). 
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Vol. XLIII - 59th Year Thursday, October 21, 1976 No. 20f 
FORD, KISSINGER REAFFIRM U.S. 
COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL IN WAKE OF 
BROWN'S STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Oct. 20 (JTA)--President Ford 
and Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger both 
re-affirmed yesterday that they considered Am· 
erica's strong commitment to Israel to be in the 
best interests of this country. Their assertions 
came in the wake of the storm raised by the re· 
mark of Gen. George s. Brown, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, that Israel was a military 
"burden" to the United States. 

A White House statement, which did not refer 
directly to Brown, said: "The President believes 
the relationship between the United States and Is­
rael is based on strong mutual political,· econom­
ic and military ties. A strong and secure Israel 
is strategically important to the global strategy 
of the United States.'' 

Kissinger, departing from his prepared text 
in an address to the 50th anniversary dinner of 
the Synagogue Council of America here, took 
direct issue with the Joint Chiefs chairman. "In 
our joint efforts we consider Israel not as a bur­
den but as a strong asset, not as a liability, but 
as a staunch bastion of democracy ,H Kissinger 
told the predominently Jewish audience. (See 
related Kissinger story P.2.) 

Goldwater Agrees With Brown 

In Chicago, meanwhile, Sen. Barry Goldwater 
(R.Ariz.) deviated from the position taken by 
most of his Senate colleagues by making a strong 
statement in support of Brown. Goldwater, who 
has in the past supported Israel on most issues 
told the annual fall meeting of the Inland Daily 
Press Association that he shared Brown's view 
that Israel was a military burden. 

"I agree with him. We can't continue to give 
any country equipment from our inventory and 

· not deplete our own war mach,ine," Goldwater 
said. The conservative Republtcan added, "Is­
rael has gotten everything she ever wanted, in 
some categories more than she can use." He 
said it was "all rtght'' with him "if we give Israe 
$2 billion" (in equipment) but "then let's buy $2 
billion for ourselves. Unless we regain our milt 
tary superiority, the only choice can be nuclear 
war or surrender." Goldwat~r told his audiynce 
that that was, in effect, what Brown was trying 

; to say. 

; FORD: ISRAEL NOT A MILITARY BURDEN 

wAsHINaro~ooC:t.oj·c'11AY;~.~r'ii8Jaent~::~\ 
Ford said at a news conference today that "Israel 
fs not a military burden to the United States be­
cause of actions of the Ford Administration." He 
made that statement in response to a question re­
lated to the remark by the chlJ.irman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. George S! Brown, that Israel 
was a military "burden" on the u.s. 

· Ford, sayip.g he welcomed the question, qe-
clared that "the u.s. is dedicated to the security 
and survival of Israelf' which he described as "a 
democratic state in an area where democracy 
does not flourish." He observed that ''You have 
to look at the broad picture" in discussing the 
question of weapons for Israel. He said that dur­
ing the Yom Kippur War the u.s. came "immedi-

• .l 

ately" to Israel's assistance and drew down from 
its military stocks in Europe. "We have made it 
(the depletion) up but it was a burden to the U.S.," 
Ford said. 

He added that "from 1974 to the present"-­
the tenure of his Presidency--the Ford Adminis­
tration either granted or sold $2.5 billion in mil­
itary equipment to Israel. "The nE:'t result is 
that Israel is stronger than before t11e Yom Kip­
pur War and so today Israel is not a military 
burden to the u.s. because of actions of the 
Ford Administration." 

.The President referred to Israel as a · strong 
ally and said tpe U.S. has "many firm and fine 
ttes with the people and the government of , 
Israel." 
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The attached from the Philadelphia 
Jewish Exponent is an example of the 
coverage from the meeting with the 
Jewish Press Association. 
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r"""""""""'"' How · 
i 

Ford Views Israel Now..;RDD,.,..W,1 
votes with ever-increasi~g intensity as elec· i 
tion day gets closer. § 

j By FRANK F. WUNDOHL 
i EotTOR JEwtsH EXPONENT 

! WASHINGTON - President Gerald R. 
! Ford disclosed more hard data and new 
! thinking "on-the-record" but "off-camera" 
' for editors and 

publishers of the 
American Jewish 
Press Association 
than he did in front of 

- the accredited White 
House Press Corps for 
some 60 million night­
time televiewers. 

FORD answered 
some 29 questions in 
29\11 minutes for the Wundohl 

· press over national TV last Thursday. It was 
mostly a political exercise. But earlier that 
same day, I was among 43 Jewish journalists 
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as the President spent 35 minutes in the 
White House Blue Room dealing with about' 
one-third the number of questions. 

The free-wheeling exchange with Ford 
marked the first time that a Chief Executive 
of the U.S. ever invited an exclusively Jewish 
group of publishers, editors and reporters to 
the White House and then submitted to a 
rough~and-tumble questioning. 

Ford handled most of the queries dealing 
with Jewish concerns, especially concerns 
about Israel, routinely, but he took the occa· 
sion to: 

• REVEAL FOR THE FIRST time some 
startling information about the $2.3 billion in 
sophisticated weapons systems be approved 
only days ago for delivery to Israel. 
· • Clarify his position and his Ad· 

ministration's policy over the Arab boycott 
issue. 

• Cause the most surprised stir of the 
press conference by saving his biggest bolt 
for his final reply to the last question. His 
answer apparently disclosed for the first 
time a significant Ford Administration shift 
toward Israel. He called for "direct" Israeli· 
Arab negotiations as vital to the quest for 
peace in the Middle East. 

Without the glare of the TV lights and the 
grinding of cameras, the President was ob­
viously more at ease. While he was terse and 
to the point in handling one query a minute 
over nationwide TV, Gerald Ford responded 
more. patiently, more thoughtfully and, 
therefore, in much greater depth . to the 
Jewish journalists' questions. · 

REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL can· 
didate Gerry Ford and his Democratic oppo­
nent Jimmy Carter are vying for Jewish 

·* 

While Jews represent a mere few percen- = · 
tage points in the total voting public, they ~ 
are important because they are concentrated 5 
in the cities pivotal to Big State Electoral ~ 
College votes and they do vote in greater = 
numbers than their population percentage ~ 
seems to imply. ~ 

So candidate Ford was being "Presiden- ~ 
tial," and making no bones about it. The net ~ 
effect was awesome. There is a mystique ;;: 
about the White House and its incumbent 5 
that somehow gives the President of the Sii 
United States a stature that is bigger than ~-­
life when a comparison is drawn to the op-­
position party's candidate in an election § 
year. 5 

AT. LEAST, THAT'S THE aura of the ~ 
<Continued on Page 38) • . ~ 
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