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May 21, 1978

MEMORANDUM YOR: BILL KERDALL
FROM: RON NESSEN

The attached letter has besa sent to Mel J. Kampasana in respease
to the identifical letter written to me as he wrots to Seastor Young.

You may wish to send a cepy to the Senator.




May 19, 1973

Dear My, Kampmann:

Your lettsr of May 13 to Roa Nessen has been forwarded 3o
me oz ro-pcu.dmmaaﬁctded:vi&anmamu
television maiters.

Coming from a life-losg smploymaent in the broadcasting
industry, I uaderstand the problem you mestion, and am very
sympathetic to your request.

MW&-MMM;“M.J,M
things are iaken into consideration -~ the first being the President’s
busy and unpredictable schadule. This is the primary scheduling
factor. We have schaduled news conisrencss in time slots other
tham access time, 3o it iz not a caiculated move here. In fact,

1 would preier to reach a jigger viewiag audiencs by shooting for
9:00 p.m. mMMbrsP&nwm--u

I could. But as you realise, the Presidentis activities are ten-
fold, and although important, news coaferesnces arve but 2 small
putdthcl’rccldmy

With tslevised MMW-MW-!&-
Washiagton ares, the broadcast hour i3 sometimes pre-determined
by our hosts in a pre-arranged program. On occasion, the net-

works carry such appearances 2s was the case with the President’s

teievised April 3 Press Conferencs in San Disgo. unsytimsth.
netwerks do act carry these appearances.
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I will b ».eping in mind the pradlem, ana am appreciative
that it has been reireshed in our minds by your forthright lsiter.
Uniess we hear from saembers of the broadcasting industry, we
have a tendency oa cccasion to allow sther avents to overshadow
some legitimate problems. 1 camnot promise you that our next
event will 2ot be in access time, nor astwork time, dut careiul
consideration will s given to the prodlem.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

. Robert A, Mead
Telsvision Advisor
to the Prtnidnt

My, Mel Kampmann

General Manager

KXJB-TV

4000 West Main Aveaue

Fargo, North Daketa 358102 2
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May 19, 1975

Dear Senator:

Thank you for your letter on bebalf of Mr. Mel J.
Kampmaga, who recommends that the White House
coasider using the 8 p.m. or 9 p.m. Eastern Time
periods to hold pm: conferences.

I shall be pleased to pass this suggestion along to
the appropriate member of the staff for considera-~
tion., You will hear further as socon as possible.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

William T. Kendall

Depaty Assistant
to the President -

Hooorable Milton R, Young
United Statss Senats
Washingtoa, D.C. 20510

vév w/incoming to Ron Nessen for DRAFT languzge or further direct.

reply, please.
WTK:ba
cf



FOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK., CHAIRMAN

WARRES 4a MAGNUSON, WASH,

© JOriN G STENNIS, MISS.

SOMN O, .PAST‘QRE, b X 5
ROSERT C. BYRD, W, VA,
GALI W. MC GEE, WYO.

MIKE MANSFIELG, MONT,
WH.LIAM PROXMIRE, WiS,
JOSEPHM M. MONTOYA, N, MEX,
DARIEL K, +NOUYE, MAWAL
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, $.0.
ZIRCH BAYH, (NGO,

THOMAS £, ZTAGLETOM, MO,
LANTON CRILES, FlLA.
J.BENNETT JOHNSTON, LA
WALTIR D, nUDOLESTON, KY.

MILTON R, YOUNG, N, O

ROMAN L. HRUSKA, NERR. e
CLIFFORD #, CASE, M.J.

HIRAM L. FONG, HAWAIL

EDWARD wW. BROOKE, MASS,

> r
MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG, ‘ :’tf { B ’%i { ’% -i
TED STEVEMS, ALASKA XLTIVLL I8S ’3‘1’1‘@ 2
CHARLES MC ¢, MATHIAS, JR., MO,

RICHARD S, SCHWEIKER, PA. COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

HENRY BELLMOMN, OKLA.

WaSHINGTON, DD.C. 20310

May 16, 1975

JAMES R, CALLOWAY
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

Mr. William T. Kendall

Deputy Assistant to
the President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have
received from Mr. Mel J. Kampmann, General Manager
of KXJB-TV in Fargo, one of North Dakota's biggest
television stations.

You will note from his letter that President
Ford's press conferences, when held during what is
known as local station time periods, creates some
financial hardship for stations 1ike KXJB in the Mid-
west. Mr. Kampmann is recommending that the White
House consider using the 8 p.m. or 9 p.m. Eastern
Time periods to hold press conferences which would
be less of a problem for these stations.

Bill, I would greatly appreciate it if you
could provide me with some type of reply which I could
forward to Mr. Kampmann.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

MILTON R. YOUNG
MRY : wd -
Enclosure

TR
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4000 West Main Avenue, Fargo, North Dakota 58102

NOISIATTAL

Mel 4. Kampmann : ' ' {701) 282-0444
General Manager o

May 13, 1975  iwo .

AN -
Honorable Milton R. Young ~f ‘fi S R o
United States Senate S
Washington, D. C. 20510 ’1‘ :\'« J: \ ’

Dear Senator Young:

While I'm sure you have more pressing problems confronting
you, I thought I would take time to call to your attention a
perplexing problem to. the big and small broadcasters of this
country. R

As you know, President Ford has held 13 news conferences and
numerous speeches; dutifully carried by radio and television, -
as has become standard practice.

A majority of these news conferences and/or speeches fall into
what is popularly known as prime-time access periods. These
are also known as local station time periods.

- I do not know if the networks are the strength behind the use
of this time ~- usually 7:30 p.m. Eastern time -- but it is a
financial hardship to affiliated stations.

What you should know is that the local stations throughout
the country could not subsist on network compensation, and
therefore must make expenses and payroll out of leocal time
programmed in each separate market.

Because these news conferences fall within "local station time
we find ourselves consistently losing revenue never possible

to regain, and as this continues it is causing an economic
hardship on the broadcaster.

The networks, whenever a news. conference or speech falls within
their time, simply move back their schedule and then run it in
its entirety. Therefore, they lose no revenue and still provide
the public service of presenting the President to the American
" people. -~
The ideal would be for the networks to rotate coverage of these
-events.

Therefore, I would ask your good offices in conveying to the

«.-continued...



Honcrable Milton R. Young
May 13, 1975

Pages 2

o

vhite House the problem as stated above, and ask that in
schaduling further such news conferences or speeches, that the
White House consider using 8:00 p.m. or 9:00 p.m. Eastern time
as its base. Three-quarters of the broadcasting outlets in
this country would be and are affected by such scheduling.

S ]
1

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

oM § G

Mel J. Kampmann
General Manager

MJIK/mb
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: /ﬁ/z/ /V E55¢ n”

FOR YOUR INFORMATION —

FOR APPROPRIATE HANDLING

PER YQUR REQUEST

%%—-

LIAM T. KENDALL




%

o k/p-wuuu&- Ty G- e
' Ford makes blg drive for Illinois vote ™

*

&PRES;S;E:}\"&FORD trying for a. s:an support In this sinte tpgea:s o he

out in Hlino fntense, but not widespread

s The feeling is growing in political cire Ken How big a victory wwlé?orﬁmdin
cles that the sudden heavy on [Ninois to shafter the Reagan ¢ane
campaigning in this stste signals an all- Watson | iy, cnce and for ali?
ot effort to crush the presidential am- Ford's Nlinolz campaign minsger,
bitions of former California Gov. Ronald former Gov. Richard R. Ogihvie, has

Rcaganhlhhmumnxﬁspﬁm

The president’s two-day visit here this
uttkmd, aithough billad &3 “'non-politi-
cal”, will highlight s blg parade of top
Ford adminictration figures to Minois in
sdvance of election day,

Among those slated to sppesr are
Treasury Secretary Willam Simon,
Carla Hills, secretary of Houslng and
Urban Deve i Apriculture Secre-
tary Esrl A. Butz; Jaunes T, Lynn, c-
recter of the Office of Management and
Budget

in 2ddition, Rogers €. B. Morton,
former cabinrt officer and congromsman
and now Ford's political lialson beiwoen
the White House and his camgaign, will
make thiee asppearances in flincis In
the five days preceding the balloting.

The presidert’s son, Jack, has been
boaming sbowt on the 1linols campaign
trail and there have been some hinls
that Mrs. Ford will also tun up on the
preprimary soene.

The Reapan people wenild tike to sug-
gt that the sudden flunry of acllvity on
brhalf of Mr. Ford reficcts o fesr of his
sipporters that the predident could be
“in trouble® in llinols snd that & rescue
exprdition is In order,

HUT MOST OF THE political infor-
mation resching Springfield from
throughoul the state is that the Reagen
efiort has been ynable to molain its
early momenium and that the tide s
running clecarly snd strongly toward
Ford

The presidont’s Janusry Siste of the
Unioen speoch appears to have boen well
received by meat traditional GOH® peis

mary voters and Mincls supporters
have been buoyed by his viclory in New

re.

There is admittedly still some concemn
about Ford's stending with llinois
farmers, who are whappy sbhout the
Ford administration’s 1975 embargo on
grain sales to the Soviet Union,

s Some polls have shown Ford running
behind Reagan among Winoks farmers.
An Agriculture Town Meeting to be held
by Ford Friday in Springficld will at-
tempd 10 deal with this problem,

But the “farm vole", dmable as it stifl
may be, is not as important In Hinois as
in the past and Ford seemsto be in good
shape with olhet grovps of voters in 1.
nols,

Unemploymoent ks high in Hlino. In
- January, the Intest month for whidh sta

tistics are svaiiable, R rose from $to 9.4
per oent, while declining nathonally
from §.3 per ocrit to 7.8 por cert.

But wnemploymont is discounied asa
major {actor in the Republican primary
since it Is generally asaamed in politics
that the uncmployed usually vote Demo-
cratic anyway, if they vutratall

WHERE FORD DOES agtar o be
sirong s with the traditional middle
claxa Republican voler who has 8
job and Is tiving well despite the
of infiation and the Hngering busiple
recession. These volers sre
by the brightoning sigas inthe
and inclined to stick with Ford,
© Reagan's support remaing §j
the conservative wing of the flinoiz Re
publican party, whose humerical
Mrength s ofton od. Hea:

+

made prediclions of an B0 per’ c¢m popu-
lar vote for the president, This would
indoed be a landdide but most profes
sional politicians, including some work.
ing for Ford, believe Ogilvie is far too
optimistic,

To manyampefmnmefct?o:d
would constitute a major viclory.

Tre Reagan peopie have been tatking.
of 3 $0 per comt “target” In Milincis, tat

Reapan would prodably have to do
wmiuch belter than that if be I3 to contin.
ve at a serious challenper to replace
Ford as the presidential o,
CHE POPULAR VOTE, although
Sfien derided as a “heauty contedt™, is
what's irnportant in Hlisols, It would be
a big sumprize if Ford did nof win an
overshelming majority of the Natienal
Convention delepates. W
gate candidates have Birong panty prga-
riization 1}
betler known than their 1

1
- ha MTSls primary o:\

{08

suciC preat national significance is that
thig state t—ax (1 8 Sen Chorkes |
Pérey_froguently pants ol 3 mace.
peosm of the United Ratet. No other

dnte, in which prisaaties will have been
held provieis to ours, con match Hlineis
In its diversity. We are truly a minla.
ture United States in all aspects, eco

t

nomical, geographical, racial, nhnic
and sovial.

We will aleo be the first Midwest siate
1o hold @ presidential primany in 1976,

" 1f Ford wins big here he can prohably

forpet bt Meagan. For Respan it
may br do or die.
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TO: RON
FROM: BILL KENDALL

I have another confirmation on the Reagan-
Schweiker story, This one from Hugh
Scott's office.





