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Digitized from Box 130 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

June 11, 197§

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONESY
FROM: RON NESSEN

Jack Anderson, the columnist, has expressed to Bob Hartmann
an interest in filming an interview with the President on
the subject of the Bicentennial, the present mood of America,
and the future outlook of America. (This is in conjunetion
with a campaign Anderson has deen running to soliecit pudblie
suggestions for a Bicentennial motto.) Hartmann reports
that the President indicated toc him that he is willing to do
the interview.

The interview would take about 30 minutes of the President's
time and it would be filmed here at the White House with
Bob Mead making the technical arrangements. The only
preparation the President would need might be some time
with Bob Goldwin to discuss some ideas about the mood of
America at the present time and the future of America.

Anderson has no preference as to date or time.

ec: Bodb Hartmann
Bob Goldwin
Beb Msad
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THE WHITE HOUSE . ' :

WASHINGTON

From: Robert T. Hartmann m

To: Ron Nessen

, , a.m.
Date: 6/11/75 Time p.m, | ’

Prior to our takeoff for Europe, I mentioned
to you that Jack Anderson had expressed to

me a desire to do a short videotaped conver-
sation with the President, the subject matter
limited to the goals and purposes of the
Bicentennial., I discussed this with the
President and he indicated his willingness

to do it after the trip and that I should
pass the arrangements along to you.

FYI, Anderson through his column has been

conducting a contest for a Bicentennial

slogan, which he says has already drawn

some 800,000 responses. He says his idea

is being takeu up vy American Legiosa posts,

the Federation of Womens Clubs, Urban League,

Boy and Girl Scouts, etc. He~1is getting

companies to put up prizes for state winners,

runners up, etc. and will close it out

around the end of the year. He wants to
~visit with the President about his thoughts

on the real meaning to America of the Bi=-

centennial, and, in the process, to plug

his contest for the first time in his

radio-tv outlets,

Will you have someone get together with Jack?

gl




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
7 .
FROM: RON NESSEN A vy
SUBJECT: . : Schedule Proposal for Roy Rowan to see President

Roy Rowan, Hong Kong Bureau Chief for Time Magazine, has contracted
with the Norton Publishing Company for a book containing a detailed
account of the Mayaguez incident. Itis to be published quickly, hopefully
by August 15. ’ - ' '

Rowan has already spent 10 days aboard the Mayaguez taping interviews
extensively with the captain and crew. Rowan also has interviewed the
captains of the American destroyers Hunt and Wilson, which took part

in the rescue; and with the Navy commander in charge of aerial surveillance
during the episode. '

At the suggestion of the captain of the Mayaguez, Rowan has agreed to
donate one-half of his cash advance and 27% of the royalties of the book
" to the families of the marines and airmen killed during the operation.

Rowan believes it would add greatly to the book to have an opportunity to
interview President Ford for his own description of his acts and thoughts
during the Mayaguez episode. I agree that this would be a worthwhile
interview, although I don't believe the President can spare the time for
an ""open-ended dinner meeting.' Instead I propose giving Rowan a
30-minute interview in the Oval Office on or about June 19 when Rowan
will be in Washington.

I would prepare for the President -~ to refresh his memory -- and also
give to Rowan, the detailed minute-by-minute chronology of the Mayaguez
episode already pulled together by the Press Office.

I am attaching a cable from Rowan and an endorsément of the interview
by David Kennerly.

—
cc{_David Kennerly.~ .
Warren Rustand
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASFHINGTON

Junmz 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: 25N NISSEN
FROM: , ' © DAYVID KENNERL

SUBJECT: , - Pra 1o.entlal Aaeblpgfw1th
o Ruv Rowan

Ron,

Because of the time involved, I anm writing tnis provosal on behalf

of Roy Rowan. I am going to try and get in touch with him to get
a cable, from him to you, explaln_“g his purmose in meeting with

the . Prealdent. -

Basically, he has already interviswed the Captain of the Nafguez 
and other key persons involved. h_s book. is going to be an
historical documentary on what actually happened, contalnlng ex-

_l ()

tensive interviews with practical 1f everyon2 involved. I know
Roy very well and I know this is coing to be.a very positive-
thing. Roy told me that he wanted t0 recreate what happened as’
far as Presidential action was ccncerned, what the President was
tninking at the time, etc. He just wants to piece together the

whole incident from every anglsz.
When I talked to the President about this, he was interested in
thig because of its historical importance.

Roy wants to get here sometime in June, and June 19th seemed to
pe a good time for him. I persona‘ly suggest an open-ended
dinner meeting on the 19th wnhners h2 won't have to be confined
to a one-~hour time period. Its purpose 1s too important and
there is too much ground to be coverad in an hour's time.

As I said previously, I will try to get something sent to vou in
writing from Roy, but I think the above is basically what he needs
-to talk to the President about. ~

¥Many thanks.
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June 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN i
SUBJECT: Schedule proposal for Jerry Warren

to pay farewell call on President

As you may know, Jerry Warren ls resigning next month as Deputy
Press Secretary to the President to become Editor of the San Diego
Union, He has written a beautiful letter of resignation to the
President and [ assume the President will respond ia an equally warm
and flattering manner.

Jerry will be leaving the White House and taking & month's leave
beginning sometime about mid-July, I plan to give him a farewell
partyk lavitiag maay of his {riends from both inside and outside the
White House,

s

1 would like to propose strongly a brief farewell courtesy call on the
;. President by Jerry and his family sometime during the week beginning
July é.
k

z
:
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June 19, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN

SUBJECT: Presideatial News Conference

As | indicated on the telspheme, next week would be about the right
time for another Presidential news conkreace.

I would like to propose that a news conference be combined with the
President's slready scheduled reception with news and broadcast
executives from the Washington region next Wednesday,

Onae way to do this would be to hold a news confereace at 5 pm Wednesday
in the Rose Garden (weather permitting), or indoors if necessary, at
which the questions would be equally divided between regular White
House correspondents and the news exscutives from the Washington
vegion. In other words, this would be the same format we have used

for out-of-town news coaferences.

I believe the § o'clock hour would assure us of live television coverage.

You indicated to me that the FPresident does have ample preparation time
next week, including an uninterrupted two hours between the end of the
Cabinet meeting at 3 pm and the beginning of the proposed news conference
at 5 pm on Wednesday.

After the news coafersace, the regional executives would have 30 minutes
to file stories for thelr papers aad broadeast stations before beginaing
the scheduled 6 pm reception,




June 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

I understand the President has agreed to coasider the first in a
series of conversations with columnists on June 30,

I propose that the columnists be:

Marqguie Childs United Features
Mary McCrory Washington Star-News
Carl Rowan Field Newspapers

Each is widely syndicated,

McGrory and Rowan are certainly not strong supporters of the
President, and 1 understand one of the purposes of these conversations
in the President's view would be to try to make an impression on such
columnists who do not now regularly support him. For balance we
would have Childs, who has had & request in for a very long time for

a meeting with the President, and whose own views are more ia line
with the President's.

If the President wishes to expand the group beyond three, or if any of
the first choices cannot attend, I suggest that additions or substitutions
be chosen from amoag:

George Will Washington Fost
Joseph Kraft Field Newspapers
David Broder Washington Post
William Anderson Chicago Tribuae

cc: Warren Rustand

RN/eg
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June 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

Don Rumsfeld advises that the Presideat wishes to accept an
invitation to talk to Paul Miller of Gamnett Newspapers about
Millex's recent trip to China.

Brent Scoweroft agrees that the meeting would be a good idea.

Flease advise me of whes the meeting is arranged and I will
mmt.

RN/cg
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June 20, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

Don Rumsfeld advises that the Presideat wishes to accept an
invitation to talk to Paul Miller of Gannett Newspapers about
Miller's recest trip to China.

Brent Scoweroft agrees that the meeting would be a good idea.

Please advise me of whea the meeting is arranged and I will
notify Miller.

RN/cg
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MEMORANDUM - it

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: DONALD RU\\@ELD

I received a call today from Mr, Paul Miller of

Gannett Newspapers., Phone number 716-232-7100. He
asked me to relay to the President that he was back from
China-~from his second trip. He was there for three
weeks, had a lot of contacts and would be available to the
President to fill him in on the changes he has detected.
The President indicated a desire to have him in. Ron,
you and Brent can work together to get a schedule
proposal in to the President, please, and get back to
Miller.



THE WHITE HOWSE
WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 9, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: "~ MR. RON NESSEN
FROM: WARREN RUSTANDEDS &
SUBJECT: Approved Presidential Activity

Please take tne necessary steps to implément the following and confirm
with Mrs. Nell Yates, ext. 2699, The appropriate briefing paper should
be submitted to Dr, David Hoopes by 4:00 p. m, of the preceding day.

Meeting: With Paul Miller of Gannett Newspapers
Date: Time: SOnppmiag . Duration:
Liocation: The Oval Office
Pregs Coverage: White House Photographer i
Purpose: To talk about Miller's recent trip to China
cc: Mr. Hartmann 3
Mr. Marsh ‘ fb
Mr. Cheney d
Dr. Connor / . 1
Dr. Hoopes @ /U/VVL
Mr. Jones ‘ . / ) ﬂ
[ ] /
Mr. O'Donnell a/
Gen. Scowcroft x \‘)
Mrs. Yates \\‘
Mrs. Davis {L



Juae 25, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN
Here are a number of schedule matters I need o0 have resolved:

1. Hedley Dopovan, Editor-ia-Chief of TIME is coming to Washington
next week for s series of personal conversations with Secretary
Kissinger, Secretary Schlesinger, and others, aand would like some
time with the Presideat. I prepose that he be added to the three
columaists who are coming in to see the President at 4 o'clock
Monday.

Approve Donovan seeing Presideat with columnists
Approve Donovaa for private appointment

Other:

2., Joseph Kraft is writlag a long analysis story for the New York Times
Sunday Magazine on the President's firet year in office and would like
some time with the Pregident. His deadline is July 14, As you recall,
Kraft is on the list for the second columnist conversation with the
President. I propose we schedule this second converatioa in tine for
K raft to meet his July 14 deadline.

Approve second columnist's meeting before July 14
Approve private mecting for Kraft

Aot

Other:




3.

4.

5.

ec:

RN/cg
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Lou Cagnen of the Washingten Post ls doing a book on the Washington
press corps (somewhat critical). He would like only 15 minutes with
the Presideat to discuss the Presideat's relations with the White House
press corps. His deadline i the July ¢ weekend, Cannon suggests

the possibllity of doiag it on Air Force One and sometime during the
July 3 trip to Ciacinnati and Cleveland.

Appreve Cannoca for interview on Air Forece One

Approve Cannon for interview at The White House
Disappreve

What has happened to James J. Klipatriek's request to interview the

President on stage during the upecomiag International Platform
Association conveation in Washington? (Origimal memo attached)

It has besn suggested to me that the Presideat might waat to send a
represeatative to the Eugene Pullium funeral in Arincas. (I believe
it is Friday or Ssturday). I don't have s recommendation on this, but
maybe the phlitical people deo,

Warrea Rustand
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June 6, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR

FROM: \ RON NESSEN
SUBJECT; . , Interview Request from James J, Kilpatrick

James J. Kilpatrick, the conservative newspaper and TV commentator,
has asked to interview the President as part of the program for the
Convention of the International Platform Association at the Shoreham
Hotel in Washington either Wednesday evening August 6 or Thursday
svening August 7. (The International Platform Association is a large
group made up of the leading lacturers and officials of those agencies
which bock the lecturers, )

Here a7re 3 couple of considerations in weighing this, Kilpatrick is
generally sympathetic to the President. The sudience would be largs
and would be made up of influential people from the government and
private life who bhave a goaé deal of influence on public opinion through
their het\mn;» ,

On thc other hand, Au;\ut 9 would be the first anniversary of the Ford
Administration, and I already tentatively promised an exclusive inter-
view to the New York Times with the President for the anniversary,

My inclination is to recommend that the President do the interview

with Kilpatrick, but I don't-deel very strongly about it one way or
ancther, :

RN/pac



THE WHITE HOHSE
WASHINGTON
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15 NORTH MAIN STREEZT
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA, 18711

June 26, 1875

QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President

The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Ford:

I appreciated very much the opportunity Lo represent our newspapers
at the briefings and reception at the White House on June 25 through the
invitation extended to media representatives on your behalf by Press Secretary
Ron Nessen. Particularly the briefing on current domestic issues preceding
the general press conference held on the White House lawn, as well as the
informal get-together with you later, was of extreme value in providing back=-

- ground not ordinarily related to the daily general news picture.

You may recall the question which I asked you at the reception =~
namely to extend an invitation to attend, in July 1978, the Bicentennial
Commemoration of the Battle and Massacre of Wyoming here in Wilkes-Barre,
| Pennsylvania.

P

In July 1878 on the Centennial of this important Revolutionary event,
. considered by many historians as the turning point in the War, President
§ Rutherford B. Hayes, with several members ¢f his cabinet, came to the monument
i and battleground here to participate in the ceremonies. These exercises,
; conducted each year by the Wyoming Commemorative Association, have long been
a part of the tradition of our historic Wyoming Valley, after which the State
of Wyoming, as well as some thirty other lesser political subdivisions through-
out the United States, was named, '

Since the American Bicentennial celebrations throughout the land
ostensibly will have been concluded in 1976, we would hope that our own
nationally significant observance two years later would merit your consideration
with the same confidence that at least I share for your pending pomination and
subsequent election to the high office you are now so capably filling.

Sincerely yours,

/4
~H s
b A XA N

Harrison H. Smith
President

cc: Congressman Daniel J. Flood
Major—-Gen. Frank Townend (Ret.)
President, Wyoming Commemorative Association



July 2, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN

It would be helpful if someone from the Press Office were
included in meetings where advance planning for the President's
activities id discusseed,

Somehow we have been left out of a few meetings lately and so
we miss information about upcoming activities and we also miss the

opportuaity to offer suggestions.

RN/cg




July 2, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

Fred Barnes of the Star and other reporters for PM newspapers
bhave suggested that we occasionally stage a Presidential news
conference at 10 am so that afterncon newspapers will have a big,
fresh story for their later editions. This is not a bad idea.

cc: Warren Rustand

RN/cg



July 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES ¢

FROM: RON NESSEN

The Presideat has been invited to speak at the annuzl conference

of the Associated Collegiate Press and the National Council of College
Publications Advisers ia St. Louis on October 30, The Associatioa
has now seat me a second letter asking whether there is any chance the
Fresident will come.

We have talked periodically about the President doing a news coafereace
for college jourmalists. Might this be the right occasian?

cec: Warren Rustand

RN/cg




associarep CoLLeciare PRess
720 WASHINGTON AVE, S.E., UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA/MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55414/TEL: {612) 373-3180

July 7, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House!
Washington, DC * 20500

Dear Mr. Nessen- v;g

In May of th;s yoar‘you klndly responded to my reguest to have Presxdent
Ford address the annual’ conference of the Associated Collegiate Press and .
National Council of College Publications Adv1sers at the Chase~Park Plaza
in St. Lou;s on Oct. 30. :

At that tlme you lndlcated that the request would be kept unaer consxder- L
ation and you would have a more definite answer later.

I would hope that:we are still in the running. We will have a good cross-
section of the nation's college communicators at our convention. Obviously,
plans may change between now and October 30, but any uptodate indication at
this time would be appreciated.

Gratefully,

Wally Wikoff
Executive Director

WW:bl

wally Wikoff, Executive Director
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May 28, 1975 o - ,t};

" Ron Nessen
Press Secretary to the Presx&ent
The White House SR
Wash1ngton, DC 20500 o

Dear Mr. Nessen 3

I appreciate your response to me so guickly so we can act accordingly.
- One can certainly understand that May, 1975, is not October, 1975, and
the President cannot commit himself this early to an invitation to

address - the annual conference of the Assoc1ated Collegxate Press.

However, I thank you for keeplng this request on the possibility llSt
and I can only hope that the more than 1,000 college publications staff
members and their teacher-advisers will have an opportunlty to hear their
President in Qﬂ&;Lgn;_¢~pctober 30.

Pl

Cordially, | R | .

————-—————"—" N .
Executive .Director v £

WWenm

i
LI

' Waliy Wikoff, Executive Director
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*-';/ May 21, 1975

1

Dear My, Wikoff:

The President has asked to respond to your
kind invitation to address the convention of the
Associated Co!ﬁhgiate Pmu in St. Louis oo October

mmngm htvingtemcclhi&appur-
ance last year. It's a littla too saon to know precisely
what the President’'s schedule will be at the end of
October, but you can be sure the invitation will be kept
mcm.nﬁmandwﬁnbemwmwm
we have a more definite answer.

-

ﬂmuly,

Roa Nessen . S ;,
to the President

v
Mr. Wally Mikoif
Executive Di :
+Associated Collegiate Press
720 Washington Aveme, S.E.
FUniversity of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

> , ) T
RN/cg
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

-3

M:zy 19,1975

Ron Nessen .

WARREN RUSTAND

Wally Wikoff , Associated Collegiate Press =

re: invitationto Conv. Oct 30-Nov 1 St. :Louis

The attached is for your appropriate handlizng.

Thank you.



" President of the United States

T T

associatep CoLeGare PREss o e 4%9"’;-?-_._._
720 WASHINGTON AVE, S,E., UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA/MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESQTA 53414/TEL: (612) 373-3!80 U BD [
" CATE RECENVED

- MAY 19 1975

F\t Eef“j,q =

o S , ! SPEAKER
The Honorable Gerald Ford :Jrggh '3 BUREAU_____
ji"&v Lk b

May 14, 1975
:

White House f

o APPG??}T,_::'
Washington, DC 20001 t MENT OFFICE

;‘,é»j'~ ; N LAt - ! . "(‘ : ) '{

LA

Dear Mr.fPre81dent:u

More than a year ‘ago I had‘wrltten to you to ask that ycu addxess a natlonal .
group of college publications -people. meetlng at the Dxplomat Hotel ln Hollywood, -
Florlda, in October, 1974. g5 B ,‘<” S e

Ten gL [
Py .

Because of your move 1nto the preszdency, you had extremely pr3551ng problems

that negated almost all publlc appearances.

-
ERE N

The Associated Colleglate Press,‘a national non-profit association, once again
will hold its annual convention. This year it will be Qctober 30 - November 1
at the Chase~Park Plaza in St. Louis. More than 1,000 communication leaders
of colleges from throughout the nation will ‘be gathered there as well as their
teacher—~advisers. -

We traditionally have a keynote speaker at the opening night (October 30).

‘When you were unable to appear last year, Reg Murphy, editor of the Atlanta

Constitution, graciously filled the bill.

, , :
Knowing the many pressures upon your time, we can only hope you would want to
include such a gathering in your total plan to meet with as many segments of
America as possible. ,

I'm sure you would understand if I asked that your appointment secretary let me
know as soon as possible whether such an honor for our group and its members is
feasible. : S

Respectfull

Wally Wikof
Executive Director

WW:nm

Wally Wikoff, Executive Director

Ay



July 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: BRON NESSEN

I have been holding onto for some time g request from Wiasela
McLeadon to do an interview with the President on various "women's"
issues to be publigshed in McCalls magasine.

1 am attachiag a list of the types of questions she proposes to ask.

Winsola is now pressiag for this interview, and I believe it might be a good
idea to schedule it once the heavy schedule of first amniversary interviews
and foreign travel is over. I further suggest that if the Presideat does it,
it be a joint interview with Mrs. Ford. I've heard the hjiplay between the
President and Mrs. Ford on women's issues, and I think it is very warm
and matural, sad would come across well in &8 magasine interview.

I will keep Wiazola on hold about this until 1 hear back frem yeu.

cc: Warrea Rustand )
Sheila Weidenfeld -
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T0s Jerry terHorst

FRCM3 Winnie MeLenden o V o o

RE3 The proposed interview we dizausaad in the press room ¢n tha snbjeot of ‘mn." men.
The President could answer scms quas’c.ions in m':‘.ting, sems .’m parsm, e :

below are m:ggested quest:kms. : Mcre emﬂ.d be a.dded 1: there aro othar t’iel&:ﬁ t!m

.....

Prasident would like to discuss. Seme could be deleted 1f ks doesn't wsmt to get m

those arsas, As I told you, the intea‘view muld appear in MeCall's Mng;zizxe.
1. Is there a woman in public life today whom ynn ccmld consider a sario'o.s o
Prosidentisl candidate, of either party? L

Supreme Court?

3. Would you perhaps consider a woman as your runniing mate in 1976,12 the Job wm

L, I}id you at any time seriously cms.’:.dsz- cffar:}.ng the Vics Pz-esidancy ta a 'uum? A
If you folt you conld not, was it ‘becauss you felt thees was no woman tmﬂy qmlified}?v
Do you think it’s "too soon™ fm- the comtry to accept amn in mh:high post?
5. Do you believe that b:lological and emotional dﬁferencas rake mn. iﬁ gmeraz 8
less capable of coping w‘}.th mti:mal orises tha.n men?\ '

8, Tha new cabjﬁet in Fz-anoe haa a wanan, ancoise Giraud, in charga cf The CMtizi

of Momn Does a sim:}.hr poat in your own cab.'met smmd feasihle to you? I}o m
think :!,t’s necesaary-and why, or why not? RATE e
7. wm yuu name aman tcyeur cabinet?



‘w, melendon

' 13 anything else you can do, or want to do, to help the ERA get ratiﬁed i:s t!:.e

pags two

q.8 for mcca_ll's interview |

8, Women frequently claim that if they had more political power, the wc&id would bo
a bettsr place, Do you foel this is true and if so what do you feeal are the z@c‘.‘.a}. g
qualit.ias women have that men lack? Also do you think that if there had been mm 3
werien in the’ h:'x.gh places at tha 8ammitiee to Re-Elect ths Prasidsnt h..sto:'y migh‘l'.

have boan different? or do yrm think women are j’ast as 1iabla to corrupticn a: m?
9. YourocenﬂgheardandpraisadasammbymEpisccpalmgf!eacanwhoisswmm

What domthinkaboutmanbeing ordainedinymn* chm-ch? Astheraeveﬂatim
when trealking the law—in this case, church law—is Justified? SR

10, One of your early offioial acts was to deaigute Av.gust 26‘&1’1 as Wm's E‘qnalityv
Day, You also wurged ratificatim of the Equal Rights Aﬁendxmnt Do ycm feal thm

remaining holdout states--such as “thrcwing the weight of the Preéﬁane:f' heéxind 5. ’
a3 you pledged to do in obtaining eonditional amnesty for Viet Nam defeetors?

11, In your opinion, are women more discontented with their lot in we tha:} 'thsy
wars, say, 25, years ago? W}w? ' : :

12, Mrs, Fard has zaid oi' the children: "I tried to be averyﬂzing to thexn amd I
cempletely lost my sense of selfdmt.h Do you think this feeling. this frust:a‘hicn,

is perhaps the very root of the Women's Movement? What can men, Imshmda, do to T

alsviate the problem? Dces it make any sen=ze to you that ﬂibewating" men ﬂ‘ﬂl
also in a very real way Tiberate men? B e
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‘ fha woman 's rola? ', ,

17, Do you ‘believe women should be drafted Af men are? L

26,

., melendon
>
DaZ9 Sy

a.s for nmeeall's intervies

]

1%, Uemen have organized the National Woman's Political Caucus to get a i‘air ahm
of po’litiéal power. As a professional, what would you do if you were laadizxg t.his
caucus? . ) - K ‘ : M

15. Do you thi.nk the goals of the Women's I{ovemant reflect the dasires and goals

of r’ost women in the cotmtry?

16. Do you s "vmpathize wit.h most of t‘xe goals of‘ the women's Mcvamcnt?

18, Before the Women '3 Movement was la‘unched had ycu ever given nmch thdnght to ther

‘the average man, I.f 80, why?

20, What do you think pavemant can do to he}.p women rea.lize their potential? Or 13 :

this 1argely up to women themselves?

21, Do you b"liwe that the Presant tax laws and oredit legislation are m’ﬁ.‘aﬁr to

wonen? Womld you support any tax roform in regard to :‘aname-tax deductions for ‘

}"CﬂlaGHO}.d help for world.ng mo‘hhars?

22, How do you feel about legalized abortions? A o , ;
23, If a man and a weman are equally qualified for the sane ;}c’o, do m belim the'
wornan should--at least in theso times--‘be given a mighted praferemce? TR
2L, Do m believe that the e:d_sting social seom’ity laws are tmfair to mking

Tiomen and shovld ba revised? R : \ 7 :
25. What women in public 1ife do you admire most, Which women, besides your wife,

have most infldanced you?

o DT e mare T
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And 4f ™At 211 dependsn,”™ what does it dspend on?
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pag four

15
l4
I

27, What are your hopes for Susan? She has said that she doesn’t want to go i'ntd
rolitios or marry someene in politics, becauss her mother has been loft alonse ‘hoo

raach in the raising of the family.,

28., Viould you sver encourage yowr daughter, or your sons, to enter miﬁgg}l&ky?
29, Do you think that coming of age in the White House will be ha‘ipfnl nrhm
to Susan? Do you think she is l:ucaly to be a President's damghte@ :!n tha cutgv:mg :

style of I.ucy and Lynda Bird, or more retirﬂ.ng, in the styls of ‘I‘rﬂ.oia nnd Juliz? :

e

(I£ your answer 1s "she will have her own style,” what is that styla?) i
30. You wers in your mid-thirtiaa when you mz-riad Wcm_.d you apprm cee d.,.sapgrm}
or worry, if Susan walted that long--1f she perhaps pur:msd a ca.w :i.n the mzr&:!m?

-

31, Have your feelings about raising a daughtar been affected by yam' m fam..y e

e‘:perﬁ.ance? By the Woman's Mwe:ment? That 13, have you a di:t‘ferent sttimda tmmd

canSaicusly brought her up d:u’ferently frem the boys? o -
32, Has your attitude toward (and training of) yvom* scns diﬁ‘emd as ; :msu‘lt of en;r

;.~.r'
LOE

"ralsed eonsciousness™ about wemen? Do you think ymzr bcys hama the sams att_tuis

toward women, as people and potential wives, as yrm had at the:h' ega? Do ycu b& v
Michasl and his wife are different in their relaticnsh:in to each othar-m?e dpezs.,
rore egual--from the way you and your wifo wers at that staga :ln we? m: |
33, What do you ccnsidar thes most ﬁmpor‘tant ingredienta ﬁn a goad marriaga?__ ‘Wmt tic
you feel are your own 32390131 strengths? Your wife®s? = . - =

34, Do you have veto powsr over your wife's elothes? Does shoA h;vo vatycpmrerm

yours, or help you select them on ocecasion?



Ax
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/ 38, Do you feel, as you must, that divorce is no longer a political hzmdicap.

» what do you attribute this change of attitude?-

nage five

g.3 for mecall’s
55. Traditionally the First Lady keeps discreetly quist on substantive issues, WALT '; :
that be the rule in yowr family, , , f ;
36, It has oftsn been observed that the First Lady sets a kind of tmm for tho o
enbire soclal 1ife of the capital. Do you think this is so, or is it the P*-esident*‘
himself, And if it is indeed the First Lady, what kind of tone i1l s, Fcrsi -

encourage?’ C -

37, It was reported that you pramissd lrs, Fard that 1974=76 would be your 1w:. tamh
will
in the congress, Now you have sald you probably run for ra-eleoticn :‘.;n 3.976_

How decisive wers her views in the shaping of your deicision?

39, VWomen are often attraocted to men of pmrer, sometimes to the asute. emhe:rassmant

of the men themselves, Hag this everm happened tc you. If s0, hcw did m
hardle the situation? ‘ | - R
L0, Do you see any traces of male chauvinism in yowsa.f? o 1 o




July 10, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES -

FROM: ' RON NESSEN

An old friend of mine who is now the Editor of the Seattle Post-
Iatelligencer, Robert Thompson, has written today iavitiag the
President to appear before the Allied Daily Newspapers' anaual
conference in Anchorage, Aslaska, on September 11 and 12, This
group coneists of publishers frem the states of Washington, Oregon,
Montana, ldaho, and Alaska.

I assume there is no chance whatever of the President's acceptiag this
invitation. If that is 8 correct accumption, let me know so 1 can turn this
off early. : :

I personally canaot recommend this trip unless it coincides with some
other substantive West Coast or Alaaka visit.

RN/cg




Seattle Post-Tntelligencer

ROBERT E.THOMPSON
PUBLISHER

July 8, 1975

Dear Ron:

As you may recall, I wrote to you in April regarding the
hope that President Ford might be able to appear before the ,
Allied Daily Newspapers' annual conference in Anchorage, Alaska
on September 11 and 12. 1In reply you said you would be check-
ing with the schedule in August to determine whether the trip
were feasible. So I thought I would renew the request.

As you well know, a great many fascinating things are
appearing in Alaska and consideration is now being given to a
natural gas line out of the North Slope and an additional oil
pipe across Canada into the Mid-West. I think the President
would find a visit to Alaska at this time both exciting and
profitable. It would also give him an opportunity to speak
before a group of publishers from the states of Washington,
Oregon, Montana, Idaho and Alaska.

It is my understanding that Senator Stevens and Robert
E. Atwood, Editor and Publisher of the Anchorage Daily Times,
have been in contact with the White House on this matter. It
would, of course, be great for all of us to have a visit and
a speech from the President at the meeting in Anchorage.

I have been following your recent problems with the White
House Press and understand some of the problems you face. I
was assocliated fairly closely with Presidential Press Secre-
taries from Jim Hagerty through George Christian and I must say
I know of no secret formula for success in that taxing job. I
think that Hagerty had the confidence of most of the White House
reporters because he was straight forward, a daily participant
in major deliberations of Eisenhower's White House and somewhat
of a "mother hen" in protecting reporters. Pierre Salinger,
although deceitful at times, managed to do guite well on the
basis of wit and humor. As you will recall, Bill Moyers was
quite successful in his early days, but got into trouble when



. Ron Nessen -2- July 8, 1975

he was beset with a presidential complex. I personally found
George Christian easy to work with and candid and helpful, al-

though the last years of Johnson were most difficult for a press
secretary.

I certainly wish you well and hope that you will be able
to iron out existing problems.

If there is any possibility that the President can be
persuaded to attend the Allied Newspapers' meeting in Anchorage,
all of us who are members would, of course, regard it as a great
honor. .

With best regards,

Robert %,fThompson

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.



July 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

An old friend of mine who is now the Editor of the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, Robert Thempson, has written today inviting the
President to appear before the Allied Daily Newspapers' annual
conference in Anchorage, Aslaska, on September 11 and 12. This
group consists of publishers from the states of Washiagton, Oregon,
Montana, Idaho, and Alaska.

I assume there is no chance whatever of the President's acceptiag this
invitation. If that is a correct accumption, let me know so I can tura this
off early.

I persemally cannot recomnmead this trip unless it coincides with some
other substantive West Coast or Alaska visit.

RN/cg
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Seattle Post Intelligencer

ROBIRT E THOMPSON
OB IR

July 8, 1975

Dear Ron:

As you may recall, I wrote to you in April regarding the
hope that President Ford might be able to appear beiore the A
Allied Daily Newspapers' annual conference in Ancharage, Alaska.
on September 1l and 12. In reply you said you would ke check-
ing with the schedule in August to determine whether the trip
were feasible.: So I thought I would renew the request.

As you well know, a great many fasc;naylng thlngs are
appearing in Alaska and consideration is now being given to a
natural gas line out of the North Sldpe and an additional oil
pipe across Canada into the Mid-West. I think the President
would find a visit to Alaska at this time both exciting and
profitable. It would also give him an opportunity to speak
before a group of publishers from the states oz Washington,
Oregon, Montana, Idaho and Alaska.

It i1s my understanding that Senator Stevens and Robert
E. Atwood, Editor and Publisher of the Anchorage Daily Times,
have been in contact with the White House on this matter. It
would, of course, be great for all of us to have a visit and
a speech from the President at the meeting in Anchorage.

I have been following your recent problems with the White
House Press and understand some of the problems you face. I
was associated fairly closely with Presidantial Press Secre-
taries from Jim Hagerty through George Christian and I must say
I know of no secret formula for success in that taxing job. I
think that Hagerty had the confidence of most of the White House
reporters because he was straight forward, a daily participant
in major deliberations of Eisenhower's White House and somewhat
of a "mother hen" in protecting raporters. Pierre Salinger,
although deceitful at times, managed to do quite well on the
basis of wit and humor. As vou will recall, Bill Moyers was
quite successful in his early days, but got into trouble when
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he was beset with a presidential complex. I p
George Christian easy to work with and candi
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I certainly wish you well and hope that you will be able
to iron out existing problems.

If there is any possibility that tha President can .be
persuaded to attend the Allied Newspapers' me=ting in Anchorage,
all of us who are members would, of course, regard it as a great
honor. .

With best regards,

Mr. Ron Nessen ‘

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.



July 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

The President has been invited to speak at the annual conference

of the Associated Collegiate Press and the National Council of College
Publications Advisers in St. Louis on October 30. The Association
has now sent me a second letter asking whether there is any chance the
President will come.

We have talked periodically about the President doing a news coanference
for college journalists. Might this be the right occasion?

cc: Warren Rutand ‘/

RN/cg



,Wash;ngton, DC 20500

»Natlonal Counc11 of College Publlcatlons Adv1sers at. the Chase-Park.Plaza

associarep coueclare PRess

720 WASHINGTON AVE, 5.E,, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA/MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55414/TEL: {612) 373-3180

July 7, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary to the: Pres;dent
The White House'

Dear Mx. Nessen~

In May oi this year'you k;ndly responded,to my“request to- have Presldent
Ford address the annual’conference of- the Assoc1ated.Colleg1ate Press and-

atzon,and you would have a. more deflnlte'answer later-,

I would,hope that we are st111 in the runnlng. We wlll have a good cross~‘h
section of the nation' s-college communicators at our: convention. . Obvlously,‘,
plans may change between now and~0ctcber 30 but any uptodate Lndlcatlon at

thls tlme.would be appreclated. A i

Gratefully,

Wally Wikoff
Executive Director

wa:bl



“i, D s

assodciarep cotlediare pPress Lo
720 WASHINGTON AVE. 5.E., UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA/MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA $5414/TEL: (612) 3733180~

May 28, 1975 . -

Ron Nessen

. The Wh:.te House-:
Washz.ngton,« ¢

I apprecz.ate your respcnse tc me so qulckly so we ‘can’ act accordingly.
One can certainly understand that May,. 1975, is not. October,. .1975,. and
the President: cannot ‘commit himself this early to. an- invitation to. '

‘ address tha annual conference of the Assoclated Collegxate Pres

However, I thank you for keeping this request on the poss:.blln.ty list
and I can only hope tha.t ‘the more than 1,000 college publn.catlons staff
members and their teacher-advisers: will have an opportunlty to hear the:.r
President m Wctober 30.

Cordially,
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Dear Mr. m:

kind invitation to address the az convention of the
MmmuMuhMmmr

Thow”gmhvingtomcdhisapgeara
ance last year.. .It's a little too scon to know precisely
- what the President’'s schedule will be at the end of ,
Cctober, but you can be sure the invitation will be kept
memmm“ﬁnuhammwm
mhawamo&cﬁnitem.

- s

E - Ron Kes;m
Press Secrmry :
.. to the President
- Mr, Wally Mikeif 2
Executive Di : 3

+Aasociated Collegiate P:re:;
720 Washington Avenne, S, E.

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 S 3

RN/cg




Date: May 19,1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Ron Nessen
FROM: , C WARREN RUSTAND

SUBJECT: Wally Wikoff , Associated Collegiate Press
re: invitationto Conv. Oct 30-Nov 1 St. Louis

The attached is for your appropriate handling.

Thank you.



" Wally Wikoff, Executive Director

!

assoclaten coLLeciare PrRESS. . . , i TiD

SCHF FEouLe BD
720 WASHINGTON AVE. S E., UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA/MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55414/TEL: (612) 373-3180 C
; ATE RECEIVED

MAY 19 91975 -

e

May 14, %975

- : o e e - ﬁagospcg
1 ke o o | P
The Honorable Gerald Ford. - ‘ : , - ’GTﬁsg £S 8U REAU.____
President of the/ﬂnxted States : , Py
White House .. - ‘ . . : : f Appnq- - »
Washmgton, DC 20001 e - DTCINTMENT OFFICE

Dear Mr. Presxdent-7 

More than a"year ago I had wrltten to you to ask . that you address a natlonal :
group of college’ ‘publications people meeting at the Dlpiomat Hotel ln Hollywood,,.
Florlda, ln Octcber. 1974..,3, o

,Vé;,_ CuoT B . " . - : s

o \»; -

Because of your: move into the presldency, you had extremely pressxng'problems
that negated almost all: publlc appearances. . :

The Assocxatad Colleglate Press, a national non—profxt assoc;atlon, once agaxn
will hold its annual-convention. This year it will be October 30 - November 1

at the Chase~Park Plaza in St. Louis. More than 1,000 communication leaders ‘
of colleges from throughout the nation will -be gathered there as well as their .
teacher*aavxsers. :

We traditionally have a keynéte speaker at the opening night (October 30)}.
When you were unable to appear last year, Reg Murphy, ed;tor of the Atlanta
Constitution, gracxously fllled the bill. E ’ o . : ‘ .

Knowing the many pressures upon~your time, we can only hope you would want to
include such a gathering in your total plan to meet with as many segments of
America as possible.

I'm sure you would understand if I asked that your appointment secretary let me
know as scon as poss;ble whether such an honor for our group and its members is
feasible. ~

Respectfull

wally Wikef®” e S
Executive Director . : : - e

WW:nm o
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN R4A/

L4

The Presideat told me today he has an idea for an event he wants
to try out on various out-of-town trips. I sense he feels strongly
about doing it.

The idea is to have a kind of public news conference or town meeting.,
The audience would be selected locally witheut any White House involve-
ment in the selection. It would be made up of local elected officials,
labor leaders, civic organizations, etc. etc. They would fire questions
at the President just as in a regular news conference. In the President's
words, "I would just stand there and they would have a go at me."

Ty
. He says he wants to start this on the visit to Minneapolis in August. He
believes it would be covered live on local television and would cause
no equal time problems.

Frankly I'm not crazy about the idea. For one thing, it is a little too
close for comfort to the staged Nixon "news conferences'" with carefully
selected local Republicans in the 1968 campaign. Also it seems to me
there is a high likelihood that somewhere along the way the President

is really going to get tripped up by a real kook.

But he does seem strongly in favor of the idea. He wants to talk about
it at my meeting with him Wednesday morning.

Could we talk about this at your 9 am scheduling meeting so I will have
some ammunition to go in with if we want to turn it off?

cc: Dick Cheney
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
FROM: MARGITA E. WHITE mMeawJ

SUBJECT: Invitation for President to Address
‘ Inland Daily Press Asgsociation

Jerry Warren submitted this to you in May and you suggested holding
it for a while. Ithink now is the time to send in a schedule proposal
if we are going to support this, which I think we should,



MEETING:

DATE:

PURPOSE:

FORMAT:

SPEECH MATERIAL:
PRESS COVERAGE:

STAFF:

- RECOMMEND:
PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

BACKGROUND:

-

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL
DATE: July 15, 1975
FROM: Margita E. White
THROUGH: Ron Nessen
VIA: Warren Rustand

Main luncheon speaker--Inland Daily Press
Association,

October 20 or 21, 1975 - 12:00 noon.

To communicate Administration's objectives

to some 500 publishers and editors of small and
middle size midwestern and Rocky Mountain
dailies.

. ‘Location: Drake Hotel, Chicago, Illinois

Participants: Robert N. Brown of the Columbus,
Indiana Home News, President and the 500
membership.

Length: 30 minutes.

Subject open. Speech to be prepared by
Paul Theis' office.

Coverage by representatives attending meeting and
the White House Press Corps.

Margita White

Margita White
Ron Nessen

Addressed Association as Vice President in
Denver, Colorado, on March 5, 1974.

The Inland Daily Press Association is the oldest
and largest regional press association in the
United States. Over 500 of the some 1,750
dailies in the U.S. are members. Although some
are metropolitan newspapers, most are in the

p T T T



5,000 to 50, 000 circulation category and
therefore few have been represented at
the President's regional media luncheons
or breakfasts,

When the President addressed the Association .

as Vice President, he was reported to have
indicated, in response to a question, that he

would be very interested in returning. Mr. Gordon
Craig, Chairman of the Board of Booth Newspapers
and a friend of the President's, encouraged this
invitation and it is understood that he may be
calling the President to recommend his acceptance,.



July 18, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: RON NESSEN

We bave reseived a letter Irom Semator Taft of Ohie vesemmendiag that
the Prosident grant aa interview to Thomas Vall, Publisher of the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, during the peried of July 22 to 28. Jerry Warzrea
and Margita White endorse this recommendation.

However, I recommend that I weaits a letter t0 Mz, Vall saying the
Presideat would be happy to see him after the Europsan and vacation
trips, but cannot see him beforehand becasuse of the heavy press of business.

You may recall that we approved Vail to fly on Alr Forece One from Cincinnati
te Cleveland during the President's recent trip. But at the last miaate Vail
decided not to come sleng because he did aot want (0 be seen getting off the
plans with a buneh of Republiceans. Since he had a chance to meet the
President and passed it up, I feel we bave ao ohligation to schedule an

immediate mesting during this busy peried,
Please sdvise,




July 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN

Yhat's your reaction?

It sounds to me like the President is being asked
to do a promotion for SXI magazine.

Attachaent




B4 380 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YO {.Y. 10017, TELEPHONE: {212) 687-3000

R —

July 22, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen

White House Press Office
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Nessen,

SKI is presently preparing an article on Teddy Roosevelt as
the first President on skis. Through our own research and that of
Norwegian ski historian Jakob Vaage, we've been able to pinpoint
Roosevelt's skiing activity throughout his life as outdoorsman and
President. This, we feel, is a remarkable find, uncovered by
Vaage a few years back through conversations with Roosevelt's
nephew, through our own conversations with TR's surviving children |
and by Vaage's investigative snooping at the Smithsonian.

We plan to release the story (and I hope you'll keep this
confidential) in the October issue of SKI and would like to ask
Mr. Ford to present Teddy Roosevelt's skis to the director of
the National Ski Hall of Fame (Ispheming, Mich.). Ideally, we
would hope this brief ceremony could take place sometime in
early October, after the appearance of the story in SKI and our
news release (with presentation photo) to the ski columnists
and general newspaper editors.

We would, of course, see to it that the Roosevelt skis are
delivered to the White House from the Smithsonian on the appointed
day. The skis are presently being prepared for the Nation of
Nations exhibit at the Smithsonian and we have secured permission
from the director of the museum to remove the skis for the
presentation. Our plans are to return the skis to the museum
after the presentation, producing replicas which would remain
on permanent exhibit at the Ski Hall of Fame.

ov»/.no
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Letter to Mr.,Ron Nesson

Prom R.L. Needham
July 22, 1975

Page 2

I'm hopeful that the President might find time in his busy
schedule to make this short presentation. Skiers are pretty
proud of the fact that we now have a skier in the White House
and will also be pleased to know (as I think Mr. Ford will)
that TR was among their ranks.

Please let me know if such a presentation can be arranged.
I'd be happy to send you a copy of the story if you, or
President Ford, would be interested. Thanks very much for your
help.

Sincerely,

L mmx,

Richard L. Needham
Editor

RLN:sm



MEMORANDUM FOR JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN

1 belisve I have found & way to have sstwork television coverage in
connection with the Presideat’s first aaniversary, while at the same
time moeting the concerns of the networke absut the “equal time*
ppovisien. This idea grows eut of suggestions | recsived from sach of
the three natworks.

1 propose that the President set aside sa hour on August 7. Duriag that
hour sach of the thres networks' sachormea would bs givea 20 minutes

to interview the Presideat. Then the nstworks could use as much of thelir
owa indlvidual interviews as they wasted to ou thelr own regular nightly
aad merniag news shows.

Technigally this would be sasy to do. Ona of the astworks would serve as
the poel for cameras, divester, taping, stc. The anchormen would be
usheved in snd out, one after anscther,

This seems to be cur ealy way 0 sssure television covernge on the
oscasion of the first anaiversary, sinee all three networks have turned
down a joiat ene-hour anchormen interview becanse of "equal time*' comnsid-
srstions; and CBS, at least, probably would aot carry a news conference
live sither bocanse of ogual iime problems.

i X can get approval before we go i» Eurcpe of this idea of thres separats
20-minute interviews for use oa the regular network news shows, Bobd

Mead's office and Margite White could be workiag ea arrsagements while
we Are gone,

S LE S Lo B — s




3 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 6, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY
JERRY JONES
BOB GOLDWYN
BOB HARTMANN

FROM: RON NESSEN R #’V

Attached find a memo prepared by Jim Shuman of the Press Office

staff pointing up a common criticism of the President which has appeared
in a number of first anniversary assessments, and suggesting a possible
course of action to meet this criticism.

May I have your comments or reaction to this memo? If I can get your
comments back by mid-day Friday, Jim would have a chance to further
develop his ideas while the President is in Vail,
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’ THE WHITIZ HOUSE

VS STON

Augest 6, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
FROM: JIM SITUMAN
SUBJLECT « VISTON AND UHE NEW POLITICS:

PROPOSAL FOR A PRESIDENTIAL THEME

Does the Ford Administration have a vision to carry the country
through the 1980's and into the next 100 years? Cr is it to
be little moxe than a nuts and bolts cavetaker of the machinory
of gecvernment?
These guestions, which strike at the heart of what could become
a major campaign issue, began to surface in the nation's press
even before the President anncunced he would be a candidate.

Dennis Farnev, writing in the Wall St T reral weells
before the Prﬂ ident's formal announce b "Does HMIr.
Ford have a problem ¢f substance.....Doeg he know what he wants
to accomplish through the Pregidency?"

"American political campaigns typically hold out alternative
visions of the future." Farney wrote, "Does Gerald Tord hav
such a vision?"

Since then, there has been a steady, if still subdued, drum-
beat of similar criticism.

"His style may be likeable, but what of substance?" The
Milwaukee Journal asked in an editorial on July 10th.

"There's a nothingness there (at the White House)} Peter Lisagor
said on Washington Week in Review, July 12th, "There are no

programs on the drawing board; there are
or emerging cr evolving, so far as we can

no policies devcloping
see."

The President, Time Magazine noted in a favorable cover story
on Gerald Ford's fir vear in office, "has not provided any-
thing resembling a blueprint for the nation."”

~
S

Newsweek, in a similar article, said President Ford "has yet
to demonstrate any larger capacity for leadership -- for de-
fining coals and mobilizing the energies of a nation behind .

themnm.



"The country," Joseph Kraft wrote in a colurn on July 22nd,
"wants more than Mr. Nice Guy."

David Broder, writing in the Washinoton Post, this morning,

noted that "Mr. Ford has not yel attempted to give the nation
a picture of where he is leading it."

And James Reston.in the New York Times this morning described
the President as "A happy and appreciative man with a kind of
thumby practical wisdom, (who]does not really grapple with the

perplexing problems of the insurgent hum of the age."

These conceptions can, of course, change. Gerald Ford is more
than Mr. Nice Guy. He does have a philosophy and it is, I sus-
pect, more in tune with the feelings of most Americans than many
political writers know.

But as this Administration enters its second year and gears up
for the 1976 election, I think we should begin to put that
philosophy into words and into a context that is relevant to
what Reston calls "the insurgent hum of the age."

In the editorial in which it asked zbout Presidential substance,
the Milwaukee Journal said that Precident Ford had indicated that
"in his campaign he will stress traditional Republican notions --
opposition to big spending, opposition to big government, oppo-
sition to regulation of business. While these themes have some
merit, they have been associated in the past with largely nega-
tive, uninspired thinking. They have too often served as excuses
for neglect of major social needs. To be a worthy Presidential
claimant, Ford will have to do mcre than pour his old wine into
a few new bottles."

What type of new wine does the United States need as we celebrate
our 200th Anniversary?

Pollster Louis Harris defined the political climate clearly in
a speech at the Conference of Mayors in Boston.

"It is time for quite a radical rethinking in American politics,"
Harris said. "The o0ld left-right division of 30 or 40 years ago
is totally out-of-date. The old nostrum of a federal take-over
of business appeals to no more than 11 percent. The even older
nostrum of leaving the economy to the free market leaves over
eight in every ten cold and unimpressed.

"The dominant mood of this public: they want men of hope, and
genuine humanity, with compassion for the less priviledged, but
with a realism about the tough problems modern society faces.



S il N’

"Underneath they have a deep yearning for new politicians, for
non-organizational men who speak the language and give voice

to the people. They are willing to listen carcfully for guiet
voices, if they are genuine voices. For make no mistake zbout
it, the voices from the top today are by and large not the voices
from below.

"The kind of leadership they would abide would be willing to
asl for stringent sacrifice in energy and food when the world's
supply says there is not enough to go around; the conservative
who has the courage to speak with compassion about the fact that
one in six Americans of a different color skin are not equal in
fact; the liberal who has the courage to talk about the fact
that trade unions, unwilling to join in equality of sacrifice
in a crisis, can sink the mocern city without a trace. Leader-
ship, in short, that has the courage to cut through the usual
political cant and say how rotten the old pork barrel politics
really is."

"Above all, people want leaders who have the courage to welcome
the governed into the political process. 'Open Up' is the les-
son of Watergate and the past few years. People do not want

to be treated like 12- year-olds.

"We find the common community of interest underneath was never
greater. The trouble with the leadership in all fields is that
it has spent 20 years clawing its way to the top, only to find
that when it once attains that upmost rung, it is 20 years out
of date. In a chorus, people are saying we must learn not to
attack each other, but instead to attack our common problems.
And people want to find all that and get going on it now....
now before it is too late." ;

I would explain what has happened more dramatically.

In the past few years, the United States has undergone a major
shift in values. It is, in effect, a silent revolution. It is

a revolution which is consonent with basic Republican philosophy
but which neither Republicans nor Democrats have yet seemed aware
of.

It should be recognized politically, not just for the benefit
of the politicians who sense it (and a few such as Governor
Brown of California and Governor Dukakis of Massachusetts seem
to) , but to rebuild and strengthen the United States and to
restore a needed and missing sense of personal competency, a
sense that we, the people of the United States, can solve our
problems.
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Among the characteristics cf this silent revolution are a
desire for greater individual self-sufficiency, for greater
individual sclf-detcermination (the right to make the important
decisions about one's own life), and at the same time a greater
sense of interdependence and personal responsibility.

It is what I would christen "Responsible Individualism."

One of the most momentous aspects of the silent revolution to
"Responsible Individualism" is the strong reversal of the two-
hundred year-long trcend toward big and centralized government.

Although it is spurredbyY the inability of centralized government
to efficiently deliver services or to respond to the needs of
people at a local level, it is not negative. Nor, as much of
national political rhetoric still seems to be, is it phrased in
egative terms. It does not want to ignore problems, only to
shift them to the level where they can be most effectively solved.

To supporters of the New Federalist concept articulated during
the Nixon Administration, this shift may seem like confirmation
of their ideas. But our response is too often seen as one that
is negative. It is against "Big Government" but it seems to
offer little to replace it.

There are, however, scores if not hundreds of examples.

The Center for Policy Process, a Washington-based national research
nter, recently noted some of them in each of the five major
areas where this shift toward decentralization is taking place.

To quote from a report the Center developed in cooperation
with the Urban Research Corporation, of Chicago:

"(1) Increasing community and neighborhood influence and
control. In the history of neighborhood control, the first
actions were based on criticisms of the system brought by
community members seeking to make schools and police more
accountable to local concerns. In the next stage, the cycle
has moved toward more integration of civil activities leading
to the development of 'neighborhood multi-service centers'
which exist in some form in almost every city of over 75,000
population. The basic service elements are information and
referral, health, employment, welfare, housing and youth
programs. The newest development has turned from integration
of present services to community goal setting. This is oc-
curing in about 250 cities and towns including Memphis,
Cleveland Heights, Iowa City, Santa Barbara, Seattle, Tulsa,
Greensboro, New Orleans, Dayton, and Rochester, N.Y."
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(2) "More power ;e ‘being assumed bv the state. The states

of the union are taking charge in arcas once considered the
preserve of the federal government. Federal agencies continuc
proliferating regulations and promulgating codes, but the

once one-way flow has ceased; significant decision-making
authority is being lodged in state capitals.”

(3) "Revenue sharing. The strong decentralizing impact of
federal revenue sharing is being felt at all levels of govern-
ment; states are now beginning to return tax money to cities
and cities to neighborhoods. Once highly criticized, revenue
sharing is now receiving greater praise."

(4) "A growing diversity in arpproach among governmental
jurisdictions. This new geographic pluralism 1is tollowing
the pattern of increasing diversity that we saw in the counter-
culture individualism and the ethnic diversity of the sixties
(from 'Black is beautiful' to the use of bi-lingual and poly-
cultural textbooks in schools). We are just beginning to

recognize the extent of a jurisdictional diversity in approaches

to problem solving--wide variations in the way towns, cities
and states are approaching issues. The old notion that there
was a "one best solution" to social problems to be imposed
everywhere is fading."

(5) "The tired axiom about the 'economies of scale' is being
challenged and supplanted by criteria for appropriately scaled
activities which are eiffective economicallv and socially.

In both the public sector, and the private sector, we are
scaling down our activities in the name of economy: we have
neighborhood councils and neighborhood courts emerging; small
towns are regaining popularity; transit systems are being
installed with mini-buses and jitneys; custodial institutions
(jails and mental institutions) are being decentralized; and
families are decreasing in size. The question is, what is the
most appropriate scale (level of government) for each particu-
lar social goal.

This trend is not confined to government. It is showing up in

attempts to improve factories and offices, educational institutions,

and social service organizations. To me, this is the politics
of the 1970's and most likely into the next century: Can this
desire for responsible individualism, with its recognition of
diversity and interdependence, be accommodated by our existing
institutions.
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I think it can. And I think this Administration not only
should play a major role in creating the socicly these velues
call for, but that this Administration is the logical one to

do so.

On July 4th, when President Ford spoke at Fort McHenry, he
said that the next 100 years of the American experience should
be ones in which we worked toward individual freedom.

I think we should begin, preferably as soon as Labor Day, to
begin to articulate how that freedom is to be achieved. We
should define it as "Responsible Individualism" or whatever,
phrase catches popular fancy and notes that individualism must
recognize interdependence. (And does not use the word "new".
People are tired and distrustful of that type of rhetoric and
promise.)

I would propose a program of several stages.

Stage I: Recognition and Learning-- This stage would have the
President acknowledging, probably in a speech, that much has
changed in the United States during the past decade. He would
then set out to learn about it, through on-site tours, meetings,
conferences; posturing himself as a leader concerned about his
people and desirous of finding out how thcy are positively and
successfully attacking problems -- and virtually all of our
national problems fit under the overall schematology of "Respon-
sible Individualism." There are many successful examples of such
new approaches. Presidential recognition would doubtless spur
others. In addition, in a period in which people are distrust-
ful of politicians and feel their views are not heard, the pos-
ture of a President acknowledging the competence and wisdom

of the American poeple would be, at least, reassuring. This
stage would last perhaps three to four months, say up until

the end of 1975.

Stage II: Reflective. This period would also last three to
four months while programs were developed. During it the Pres-
ident would continue to make speeches and do other Presidential-
type activities. There would be no public announcements of new
policies, but the President in Bicentennial speeches could arti-
culate the basic premises of "Responsible Individualism."

Stage III: Implementation. This would coincide with the
election campaign, it would follow the traditional political
pattern of a campaign, but would be well in tune with what the
voters were thinking, and it would be offering fresh solutions.
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All of this, of course, needs more thoucht than I have been
able to give it in this memo. My intention here is merelv to
open an area for further discussion and exploration. It is
one I see as having minimal risk and maximum gain.

-END-



August 9, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN

I bave 5o ides hew well the Presideat knows Bod
Elson, or whether he wants 0 see him, Would you
please handle this?

Attachments Letter frem Dob Elsen

RN/cg
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August 9, 1975

Dear Bob:

I was terribly distressed to hear of the loss of your
wife, I too have lost a loved one and I share your
gl’ief.

The President has asked me to send you his most
sympathetic best wishes.

As you may know, the President has an extremely
busy schedule of travel and business at the White
House in the next few months, But I will do what

I can to propose a meeting and will be back in touch
with you later,

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

R
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Mr. Bob Elson
3240 Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Illinois

€N abm o dank R ek ead s o amw S s
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H=’s also 2mbarked on an actmv career and p!ays the part of .

monition,’ Bob Elsod, Chicago’s ‘veteran baseball an-

a f-gedlcal doctéﬁ: saon-tmbe re)ea;ed movie titled, “*Pre-

nnuncer, shouldn’t he- surprxsed mh& suddeniy fmds himself

Fard‘ The Presudent 13 a 10ng~txme Elsen fan’ and goes back
to the- da}s -when: Elson handled the Cubs p}ay~by—play
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 17, 1975
A
MEMORANDUM FOR JERRY JONES
FROM: RON NESSEN .. 4 /L
This was referred to me apparently because it came
from a broadcast executive.

However, I don't feel I'm the proper one to make
the judgement on this invitation.

Attachment: Letter from Leonard Goldenson requesting
President 's participation in United Cerebral Palsy's 25th
Anniversary Humanitarian Award Dinner - Dec. 17, 1975
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;Amerlcan Broadeasting Companies, Inc. 1330 Avenue of the Amearicas  New York, Now York 10019 Tefephone 212 LT1.7777

Leonard H. O“) dsnson
Chairenan of the Board

August 12, 1975

My dear Mr, President:

I am privileged to extend to you an invitation to attend United Cerebral
Palsy's 25th Anniversary Humanitarian Award Dinner, December 17, 1975,
Grand Ballroom, New York Hilton Hotel, New York, New York, and 1 present
to Mr. Bob Hope the Humanitarian Award in recognition of his 25 years as
National Life-time Chairman of our Organization.

Chairing this Evening of Honor is Willard C. Butcher, President of Chase
Manhattan Bank and his Co~Chairman is Frank T. Cary, Chairman of the
Board, International Business Machine Corp. We expect more than 1,000
prominent business, social and community leaders to attend.

As you know Mr. President, United Cerebral Palsy, through its 350 affil-
iates throughout the country, is committed to the care and treatment of
the more than 750,000 Americans handicapped by cerebral palsy. Its vital
Regearch Program, having stimulated the investigation to develop the
anti-rubella vaccine and thus prevent Cerman Measles, a major cause of
cerebral palsy, is presently underwriting 20 investigations, all with the
ultimate objective of preventing cerebral palsy.

The Co-Honoree of our Dinner is Emil J. Pattberg, Jr., Vice-Chairman of
the Board, First Boston Corp., our Executive Dinner Committee includes:
Ray C. Adam, Chaiyrman of the Board & President, NL Industries, Inc.;
Mrs. Albert D, Lasker; T. Vincent Learson, Former Chairman of the Board,
now member of the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>