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Communists Capture Phuoc Blnh

JOHN CHANCELLOR: North Vlatnamese
troops today completed the capture of
8 provinclal capltal In South Vietnam,
Phuoc Binh clity, and with ft the
Capture of zn antlre province, Phuoc
Long. .

The loss of Phuoc Long 1s the mos t
serfous setback suffered by the govern~-
ment of South Vietnam since the proc=
lomation of the cease-flre almost
two vears ago.

For almost four weeks now unlts of
the North Vietnamese 7th Division
pounced the countryside around the
district capital with heavy;artillery
attacks. Then tanks were put Into the
fight for the town of Phuoc Binh,

Thirty thousand c¢lvillans fled the
countryside Jooking for refuge in the
town., The extent of the casualties
amang them and among the 10,000
defenders of Phuce Binh (s not known
yet, but the government thinks they
m3y have been heavy,

The loss of Phuoc Binh led Presi=
dent THIEU to proclaim three days of
natlonal mourning, But there is a
greater signlficance in what Is
happening now In South Vietnam than
the loss of a single province.

Jack Reynolds, who covers SE Asia
for us, has Just returned from South
Vietnam and he has an analysls of the.
situation In that country,

JACY REYNOLRS: The fall of Phuoe
Lorg province gives the North Vietna~
mese an lmportant psychologlical
victory. 1t also gives them a number .
of milltary advantages,

First, they now control a large
area adjacent to the Cambodian border.
It can be tied into a major highway
which now brings supplles down frem
North Vietnam. This means they can
put increased pressure on two adjoln=
Ing provinces, Binh Long and Tay
Ninh. They already control major
porticns of both provinces.

For years there have been Intelll=-
gence reports. that the North Vietna=
mese and the Viet Cong have wanted to
take Tay Ninh, an {mportant. city as
well as a province capltal. |ts loss
would establish the Viet Cong In the
country as a force with its own
capltal clty,

of President—TH

Encargrise and Vietnam Rumors

On the South Vietnamese side the
loss of Phuoc Long province will not
help the morale of the army. Desertion
rates are running at an almost record :
high. ' ' ‘ :

1t will also not b 1p the vernnent
' fe faces an
internal challenge from anti-corruption
forces, soaring inflation and

Increasingly vocal political opposition

-and he's up for re~alection thls year.

It's probable that the fighting at

Phuoc Long 1s only part of a long and .
carefuliy planned QEfgngivg (g unseat
THIEU and to bring to §ower a South

VQ'

gavernment,
R

ertnamese aaministration with ich
the enemy can negotiate a coalition

CHANCELLOR: Early today American
diplomatic sources in Saigon reported
that the alrcraft carrier Enterprise
and Tive support vessels had set sail
from Subic Bay In the Philippines in
the direction of South Vietnam.

The United States has about nine
naval vessels operating in inter=-
national waters off South Vietnam, and
there was Immediate speculation about
possible military intervention
because of the fall of Phuoc Long
province. .

At once the Pentagon and later the
White House denied that the Enterprise
was even headed In the direction of
South Vietnam., The Pentagon sald the
big carrier was headed SW, presumably
toward the Straits of Malacca.

CBS EVENING NEWS GBS TV
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Phuoc Long Province Communist

VALTER CRONKITE: After three and
3 half weeks of bltter fighting
Communist forces in South Vietnam have
captured the provincial capital of
Phuoc Binh, 75 mlles north of Satgon.
This now gives the Communlsts total
control of that vital Phuoc Long
province and with 1t cdntrol of many
major north=south highways In South
Vietnam, :

Phuoc Binh was only the second of
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South Vietnam's &4 provinclal capitals |’

to fall to the Communists, the first
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EUROPEAN COMMURNITY INFORMATION SERVICE

2100 M STREET NW SUITE 707 WASHINGTON DC 20037/ TELEPHONE: (202) 872-8350/ CABLE: EURCOM / TELEX: 248455

August 20,1976

Ronald H. Nessen
Press Secretary to the President

Executive Office of the President

The White House Office
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Nessen,

The October 1972 issue of European Community ran, on facing pages,

statements by the Republican and Democratic Presidential nominees on the

subject of American relations with West Europe in general and with the Common
We would, of course, like to do this again.

Market in particular.

This letter represents a formal request to President Ford to write 1000-1500
His views would appear opposite those of Mr.

words on the above subject.
Carter. The copy deadline is Friday, 10 September.

I enclose copies of the 1972 issue as well as the most recent editions.
European Community is the monthly magazine published by the EEC Commission

in the United States. It is read by approximately 35,000 Americans---in academia,
business, labor, and government--—in short, anyone with a personal or professional

interest in Europe and US-European relations.

Many thanks for your consideration.

fos //L /L// [

Walter Nicklin
Editor

European Community

encl: European Community magazines

cc: Mr. William Rahatican, Communications Dept., Press Office





