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June 24, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE HUMPHREYS

FROM: RON NESSEN

The attached material on a weather warning system came up duriag
2 0 & A sesslom the President bad with Ohio radle reporters,

The President asked for more information on it, and wants to have it
followed up.

Could you handle this, and keep me fnformed on the progress?

Thank you,

Attachment: Letter from James R. Westerhold of WLKR, Norwalk, Ohio
and attachments o that letter

- RN/CG/cg



RADIO STATION

Phone: (419) 668-8151 P.O. Box 547 Norwalk, Ohio 44857

1510 AM
95.3 M

James R. Westerhold
STATION MANAGER

June 18, 1976

Irs Ron llessen

Press Secretary to the President
“hite House!

Washinzton, Ds Cs

Dear Ir. Xessen,

Tt has been a couple of weeks since we were in attendance at the Yhlte
House when you asked for details regarding ouwr weather bureau oroblem. The
congressmen and senators have stacks of mail going back seversl years regard-
ing our problem. However, I am enclosing two main clippings fron Xay and
June. lothinz has changed with the weather bureau to date, and I am oen~
closing background information.

Conzressuan Mosher, and his administrative assistant Betty Velch,
Senator Taft and his assistant Mie Baker, along with Congressran John
Ashbrook are involved with the situation, and are avare of the probliems
althoush up until notry the weather bureau has not even acknowledged tha
there is a probleme. I believe this is the bigzest concern of alls

4
1.
vl

Spealking on behalf of the area radio stations, I feel that if you
could arrance a moeting with a person frowm the Cleveland teather Sursalu,
a person from the United States eather Bureau vho can set policies, end
ryself, trhat the three of us could iron out the problem, no news nedid,

mayors or anyone e1sos

iy recormendations would be as followst A written policy that Coluwibus,
Toledo and Detroit Ueather Bureaus phone into Cleveland, any weather changes
that are happeninz in their arca, snow, rain, tornado, or whatsver. In this
iray the Cleveland Tleather Dureau could put on their weather radio that such
a wcather change is in the Colurbus or Toledo ared, and that possibly we
could expéct it here. As it is now, there is no direct communication betueen
these teather scrvices. By using this method, wo would not be relying on any
toehnical radio cquipment, but merely sight observations of what is happening,

a

<

espocially sinco we co not have any radar covering our arca at present.

e would also like for the weather bureaus and the Chio Ruckeye Sheriff!?
Associotion to work together in a relay type of information. For oxarnles
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RADIO STATION

Phone: (419) 668-8151 P.O. Box 547 Norwalk, Ohio 44857

James R. Westerhold
STATION MANAGER

2.

fis a storm approaches County X, the Sheriff of that County relays the informa-
tion to County Y« ‘hen the storm reaches County Y, the Cheriff passes the
information on to the Sheriff of County Ze. The Sheriffs of each county also
inform the woather bureau of the situation in their respective counties. I
have spoken with a nurmber of area sherifis, and they are uore than wiiling ‘o
cooperates “Jo could also link local police and State dizhuay Patrol. This
set up could be carried throughout the state, as I have learned since the
President!s press conference, that all parts of the state are having difficulty
getting weather informatlons

T feel that if ithere is a sugzestion from the Vhite House for a meeting,
such as T sugzested in the beginaing of this letter, thal we may et sone

helpe &5 I have indicated, the first problem is For the weather bureau o
admit there is a probleme. I will be waiting to hear from yous

Sincerely,

ﬁwuf 77 7/%“% 4

James R. Vesterhold,
Genecral lianazer




| VLLZ[? RADIO STATION

Phone: (419) 668-8151 P.O. Box 547 Norwalk, Ohio 44857

O Fy

James R. Westerhold
. STATION MANAGER

June 18, 1976

Frs David L. Coveny
feting Director Eastern Regional NS
Tashington, De Co

Dear Fr. Coveny, v .

T+ has been almost a month since our lfay 22nd meeting. To date we have
heard nothinz about any changes to be made. Enclosed is a clipping of ry
recent trip to Vashington. %o also roceived vress coverage in five or six
other papers regarding possible ihite House help in securing weather informa-

tione

i’y plan, which I have given o the Vhite House in writing, is as followss
I sugzest a private moeting beltween a representative from the Cleveland
Yeather DBureau, someone in authority from tho United States Veather Bureau,
and nysclfs I recommend that a policy in writing be inplemented whereby
the Colurbus, Tolcdo and Detroit weather burcaus telephone changes in weather,
rain,.snow, tornado or vhatever, to the Cleveland Veather Bureau. In this
way e would not have to rely on rador, vhich does not reach our arcas The
Cloveland eather Surcau could then put it on their weather radio that changes
in weather could possibly be expectoed in our area. It could be updated as
the situation changede

T would sugsest also that a system be set up vhereby overy shoriff of
every county would televhons weather chancos to the sheriff of the neitt
county, and would also have a nmuwiber to call at the nearest weather bursan
services State police as well as local police could also bo alerteds In
this wey, we vowld have a chain of weathor ovservers notifying each other.
In spite of what you say, there are no weather observers to the west of us,
notifying anyone of the: weathere

Ls T indicated to the Waite House, First the weather bureau must admit
Lhere is a problems s you lnow, T am vitally intcrested in this nattor, and
an detormined to get resultse. o are araiting yowr replys

Sincerely,

ames Re Vesterhold, '
General Hanager
ccy Don Thereh, Clovoland Voeather Buroau

- RS



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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Saturday. May 22, 19762"-]'?"‘ Journal, Lar, TS ]

Huron, Erie Counties Notified After Storms Have Passed -
9
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eather Warning System Ranned in Nerwallk

By JEANNE FOGG s
Siaff Writer

IPWAT R seWhe fdmorrm hecom $o

e
weather, the storms have already people.

Vesterhold said he's already map- Coveney said it's possible that a  other people?™
passed the area in many instances. i N T o G2 i S 2 F A Mab
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LG vvediner Alert Froviams Aired In Norwalk

By MARCELLADAUGHERTY City officials, however, said little progress has beén made

was assigned responsibility last year to look into the prob- is poor,” he added, *'but we will make a study.” ~
Huren Co. Bureau Chief to correct problems. lems and has been receptive to meetings in the area on the Rep. Ashbrook said he thought the meeling was {ruitful. He
On May 6, for example. Bellevue, Norwalk and Sandusky subject,
{— Rep. John Ashbrook ( R-17th) said here Fri-

I T T I T | TS I - S

said if the problems are not resolved, he would approach the
radio station representatives reported a tornado passed

He claimed there were poor communications from the National Weather Sarvice in Wachinmatam hiomealf
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4 3 ByMARCELLAD AUG'lFRTY he said. *‘About 30 minutes to an hour af- ponal weather service's system andhow
v o Iuron Couaty Breay Chief ter a storm moves through, we'll get no- it functions.

AIAIINI 4 F T % oma e kvt 2t bimm M Fmert b 3k b ah s ae He gaid the ““Kino Pin’' in tho cuctans
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Friday, June 13 19 3
fficials Grilled at Norwalk Hearing

’ éwmﬁm Severe weather W ___,i

oty manaoer from Williarg Choelind Wonther Slution dos At duei



By KEVIN'TANZILLO
_ The National Weather Service Thursday promised to
speed up severe weather warnings in Huron and Erie
counties. .
Harry Foltz, representing the director of the national
weather service, told 40 persons in city hall Thursday that
the Cleveland bureau will start puiting out warnings
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T MEMO®

FROM  JiM WESTERHOLD, WLKR
SomE OTHER ©0PDS
v Evps Ayer GAVE ME

TOo MA).  YoU



LIaM B. SAXBE - -

COMMITTHES:
OO

LB AED FARVICES

. GOVENKMINT OPERATIONS
YILLIAM HONLES

fectouipsims WVnifed Blates Henate

WASHINGTON, D.C. B0510

October 5, 1972

M. wiiliam W. Graw, Jr.
pvire ctor for Citizens Radio
tlyria Civil Defense

36 Cornell Avenue

viyvria, Ohio 44035

Deay o or. Graws
Tnel sed please find the most recent cerrespondence

1 ha-e rece.ved from the Department of Commerce
in response to my letter of September 21, 1972.

In *1 1t letter 1 regucsted that I be advised as
1o the timing of the replacement of the Cleveland
1..31 eguipnent. Unfortunately, Mr. Cressman
LS, .te vaique in his letter to me, but you may
v 5

st ssured that whern the next Appropriations
‘17 Yor the Department of Commerce is passed
1 s:.:1) cexert every effort to assure that there
i5 a 1.me item in the budget for Cleveland to
have tre most effective, up-to-date radar equip-

ment
Sincerely yours,
William B. Saxbe
United States Genator
WBS:sg

Inclosure
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NOV 10 1972 B0V g

Mr. Charles A. Mosher
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Mosher: ' " : e

I have your letter of Povember 3, 1972, coscarning the sodex
equipment at our Clevalsoud cffife, It &8 tfvs that the pPresent
radar is in need of roplacemente Our Fiscal Yeer 1974 plags
include replacement rodars, but in the mascties I sm cekiog
steps to see what possibly might be éona €8 e intaria Wt@
for our Cleveland officeg,

I will be back in touch with yo# &fter 1 hgn kad 8 cbmc te

look into this matter further, - . Cvow,.
. . T
. - . i i‘
Sincerely, S v
. BN MmOt
v N .Qv'
, oL -
a ¥\ . ; 4
Bobért M.,¥White x
Administrator ¢
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Lo .nre vou that NOAA'. National Weather Service will
cuntinue to t e whiatever steps are necessary to provide
Swily effcctive weather warning services.

Sincerely,

Robert M. white

e
;:/ Admpinistrator e
//



ROBERT TAFT, JR. . ‘wif

AN
OHIO &ﬁﬂ%ﬂ
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Niniled Dlafes Denale

WABHINGTON, D.C. 20510

September 10, 1975

Mr. George P. Cressman

Director

National Weather !
NOAA

6010 Executive Blvd.

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear Mr. Cressman:

Enclosed for your review and comment please find three (3)
newspaper clippings forwarded to me from officials in Huron and
Lorain counties., '

It appears that problems still exist in providing early
warning services to the residents of Huron, Lorain, and Erie
Counties. Hopefully you and your staff are still doing every-
thing possible to adequately protect the citizens of this area
in regards to the recommendations made during the June 12
meetlng at Norwalk, Ohio.

I would be grateful if response to this inquiry and any
additional information could be sent to my Toledo office at
the following address:

223 Federal Building
234 Summit Street
Toledo, Ohio L3604

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

b ot ).

Robert Taft,
United States Senator

mb
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Alnifed Diates Denale
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REERVISE A Yate
Mr. Wil 1am row
Jircctor
Tlyria : sefensce
oY Carne.l avenue
Yoyris, M L LORS
Tear Mr raw
This is «dvise vou that 1 have contacted the
APPreDrin n*tiapn, wWweather Service officials
in regar: !9 ‘ne mpalter set forth in your
letter « recent date.

toucn, with y2a uron receipt of

")

.



Au(ust 9p 1972

Senator Rebert Taft Jr.
J. S. Senate .
w.shingten, D. C. 20510

Dear Ssnater Rebert Taft Jr.

The Mational Weather Service at Cleveland, Ohie has A Werld War Twe
Radar which cannet deé®®t Ternades which hit this arcea.

49 get eur Radar pretectien frem Datreit, Michigan and Pittsburgh
They have new and impreved Radars. It weuld seem that Cleveland, Chie

shouli ba big srough te h.ve ens.

Yeriilicn, Chie Lirain Ce. has veen hit by Twe Ternadesen July
23, 1972 ard Au ust 7, 1972,

Kawspaper wrticles are enclesed te suppcrt thé claim that the
Clevel.:d; Ohie #mather %ureau is ena le te give prepsr Warning.

Anything yew can de te help us get a new Radar will bve Appreciated.

¥Yery truly yours,

Wil iem Graw
Directer
Klyria,Civil Defense
326 Cernsll Ave,
Elyria, hie LLO3S
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\l Warnings For Erie,

Huron Counties Cailed 'Waste Of Time'

/‘
(«

By MARIE MARTILOTTA According to the Sandusky post of th= Ohio Hignway  Stattons in both counties and hs:;ﬁuh The snenff's
and Patrol a tornado which leveled a house 1in Handock department s then 1o notify local pulice stations and
MARCELLA DAUGHERTY Uounty was cited ai approximately 6 30 am [t re fire uemnm:’-ﬂ's whichin tum contact sehoo! wnd gov
Stzfl Writers suliedin a tormado warning for Huron, Eneand Lurain
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Weather Warning Plen
Not A Weaste OF Time'

Richard Fay has a poten- We have personally wit-
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Befors we had chsnce to mail out the
letter dated 22nd, last evsning we had
another problem with the U 5 Weoather
Bureau in Cleveland., Their weather
radio was not broadcasting until after
Spo rlus the list of events that my
announcer has listed on the attached
report,

horwalk CiTy officlals are trying
their test to heip with this problem.
If you can asasist them or us, please
contact at once.




LEITYIN

Bellevue Kadio Gelting
Toledo Storm Warnings

Not all of Huron Countv s weather station usu: iy gives
without early warnings when  this area an hour & warmng of § with new cquipment  will
severe weather comes. aporoaching storps provide better service, but

The west side of the g € 1ast vear. the '\omalk Servwv Mrector
county can gel warhings via  Cleveland bureau wac oiving ar o . P

ofticials say a new r:u'xhl}'
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Huren  and  Ene counties weren't notified  of
approaching  severe weather Monday because the
Gorertnt of the Mationet Wesdtloer Scaviee 1 Cluvelaad
didn take e tornake a telephone call

Richard Fay . head of the weathier bureau 1s supiposed
to call tte Hed Cross when the weather burean wots
cf Garnecd: snehtings A torede touched down
wesd cnotse 1 Hoeons b County southwest of

e TN

&Ly Tt

A QE};;Q;&C%E “ﬁg

o Weather

out”” process. It was to be triggered by Fay's call to the
Red Cross The Hed Cross in turn would call shertf's
departments who waedd call mhce_depawtgm

on



Feather Service Disregarded First Call The Journal, Lorsin, Ohio 4 1
Thursday. May 22, 1975

Reportof Tornado Si; ghting Stocks
Beﬁay@@ E Hmm? in Msxup MY VORK (afy = e

stock market headed lower




orm loss is $18 million, aid asked

By Joeepk Lo Wagner ) 2, i city weuld be reirnbe
Mayor Raloh J. Perk requested yes- dém" - to publzly owrned facil
) .

Enontrar $hmp iV

ned for Stckes. “It was the worst I've ever seen prepare a thercugh report to submit tc
guch here and I've Nvgd in Cleveland all my Rhodes.
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