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JanUJ:Y 3, lt~ 

fte PJ:eai&mt baa aaked. that a Pna14aDUa1 let:t:er 
be aent to t:be widow of Ken Loeffler. Apparei:ly 
~ Pnaicleat abaZ'ed. an aptaRMDt with Hz'. Loeffler for 
MYer:al IIOD~ wbile t:My w.n at Yale. 

Atuobecl ia a allppin9 nvutila9 hia U.1:h. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA.MINeTON 

·Jan. 22, 1975 

TO: ~ ROLAND ELLIOTT 

FROM: RON NESSEN 

!.thought you should see the 

attached. 
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Detroit News 
Owner• ond Operoton oi WWJ-AM ond FM ond WWJ-TV 

THE HOME NEWSPAPER 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48 2 31 

Mr. Ron Nessen, 
Press Secretary, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

bear Ron: 

................ •. 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 
!Ill NATIONAL PRESS BUILOIN5 

WASHINGTON, O.C, 200411 
AREA 202 NATIONAL 8-41188 

20 January 1975 

Herewith the Mrs. Thomas piece I mentioned 

to you last night on the Orient Express, together 

with a xerox of the President's compassionate 

letter -- addressed to the wrong Mrs. Thomas. 

Sincerely, 

&-r 
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J;~j,~ ~~,~~~~~;~f~te •··' e·t.~; 
. . . . . . < . ,;, · ::: .,. ,.·.,~;~J,~t 'f1:f'''' ·· xi ,:.·. c,j .. , ,, <:,,:fl · '· .~g,1,,iitf·.~vz;, 

checking ~lis flies ·after hts retlrment m i:;~ 6i)~~~\f' ~atters ~nd oorrectiv~ ~hanoos In (li'Olno·:;? 
1967, the State DeparQ11ent ad~mant~y r~·::_;(,;\;'~'f'· t1~n procedures, ~q aver~. ~uch futur~ ll'aso·.'". 
fused to reopen the ca~e. dechned.hts re-- :;•;·,-,;;,~;:);di!;l!i,:r;,·,• (~;)!J.1·;":y;:li\l•j(!·.,l: r,;d,/:·,:;;:.~,.r\\1',;''~·~ 
ques~s for. ~ehea~ing,' ancl left h!m t~ ·shift .:·:i\'~;f.t··t,;q,\Le~~rtt~nth ;~~the: 9aidt~~~;~s:/f.~l;h~~;i. 

, • for huJ?self m trymg t~ ~uppo~~ ~~·~ ~1fe.a~~;: '{}~·i~Cit,) .. bU$iness; it include<! 'a' !>ilL'· passed by both'~; 
· · two·c· hildren. ' ' .. 1 ·: '. ,· ·;~; ·~.'' l·;·.'·' ::!~'·.·· ~.· ........ );:;; hlf\, ':t ·· :!;V.; ·.~. · ho' us.e'l.·or ·Con-es" :. >to''·l .. promote .'Cha.rle··•.·." •'··,>-l·,,•;•-''"'\.~':.( .. ~·'"~~,-.,.. .. ,·,r:'t1> ~ .... ,r Oif'. 811 '"'•l 1.:. ,- ...,_, .. 

And, according to sources in 'tti~ foreign···.. f',Thomas posthumously,'t~~ward his Widow\~ 
service: State .pepartment ·officials •. ,~'q:, ;: the arrears in pay. an~ pension that' ~ould> 

.· annoyed by Thomas'. repeated attempt.s for"4~.; '~·','.,.::'• hav~. been hers had herhu~band died on ac:} 
·;,redress, would only. tell potential ppv~te ;:;,.;;,; /y;.:, tive duty that day in April, 1971, and, within·:: 

employers thatThoJUas had been separated !:<: .. ···:·,~human power, to make ·amends for her,·· 
involuntarily {that is, fired)for.cause.: . ;·:,:,.J !1' .. : ;~ :::.tragedy, .:, .. ,•,~:·;,; ,.i' ·-"·::~J, ·:-.!< , , . · i>J·:J;:.:. 

. . Four years after his retirement a.nd after ·,:}, <:i ;',· .. · ,: , On . Jait. ,.t ttiis'_'yettr~r. President, Ford\i' 
· receiving his 2,000th turn·down for private>. 1'\:i: •· !ligned. the l;lill;'writing Mrs. Thomas as fol-:' 
·: employn1ent, ~ith s~vin~s exh~t,sted and i,11 i(/.' :',, ... low~:. ' 1Tber~, are~no,;~Qrqs. that can e~se·.:. 

debt, Charles fhomas ktlled ~unselr so hts "t·: i<,~·;: the. b,urd~!l' YQ~Ii~r~vR 'camed over. these: ' 
. widow co~ld qoll~ct, an 111\nuaty~- A Worl~ · · '\~•'''1".' years;;'rhcr cip:UIJlSJances surrounding your, 
War II fher and a graquate·.lawyer;,; h~ ;. i:.husband's death' are a source of deepest re..: ,,, 

, :. spent' his ·la~tr~ar. ·~live .as a publi~ ~e:.' \} eredQthe goven1meilt~e served so loyall)(:' 
, I , fender handhng petty. l.f:lrcer,y c~~~s~ tJ•s. ~n~~.,;. _ .. -.- __ ,·;::~. :and ~e11.i/~ ;~:~;,.::~:· · ":l 1 .,- ,:· ~..._,:.~··;:·.· · :. •. .. ·-~~:-:·:.. .:~::.:;._ • 
t· ·: con1e that year was onJy S3,,000. · ·: ,;;; .. ~ ~.'t :,\:iiJ;;;,~,:·~\~,~·~-r• · But the Pre~i~ent*s letter to Mrs~ Th~m~a ··. 

The reverberations of .the' suicide shook': •;{ '\'::;•,'' was delayed. It went first by mistake to 
the foreign service and even the State De- ;;£,''• ::· \', Mrs .. Charles W. Thomas of Columbia, Md. 
partmcnt bureaucracy. It finally resulted in :t· .~~.;·· :·\· ' · That Mrs. 'l'homas is the wife of the · 
changes, including legislative establish- '· ·.' fol'cign service officer in whose records 

, mcnt-9£ gt·icvance procedures in personnel original commendation~ were misfaled. 
·: '( 

~--------~---~----------------------~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January z. 1975 

Dear Mrs. Thomas: 

There are no words that can ease the burden you 
have carried over these years. The circumstances 
surrounding your husband's.death are a source of 

· deepest regret to the government he served so 
loyally and well, and I only hope that the measures 
which came about as a result of this tragedy will 
prevent reoccurrences of this kind in the future. 
I also hope that the enclosed legislation will bring 
some comfort to you and your family. 

Mrs. Ford joins me in sending you our warmest 
wishes and prayers at this holiday season and for 
the years ahead. 

Mrs. Charles William Thomas 
5432 Wolf River Lane 
Columbia1 Maryland 21043 
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fH::.. WHIT::: -iOUSE 

, "' H ~., ON 

1 y23, 10,::) 

.AL_.fiNISTRATIVELY CO .... FIDE::" TIAL 

M 10RANDUM FOR: RON NESS~~· 

FROM: JERRY H. 

The attached was returned in the President's outbox · h he 
following notation to you: 

-- Should I write to widow? I · 
knew him a bit. 

Please follow-up with the appronriate action. 

Thank you. 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 
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EMORANDUJ4 J"O&t &O.l.A!ID ELLIOTT 

0 I &OM NESSEN 

CoUld ,... al'n-.. fer P .... w .. u.a t.tten to be -e te tta. --. ... aad 
combaa • .-..... flf tile WuH .. ._ c• r•r of Slama Delta Clal. tile 

pr eaaloaal jaaDalletlc ..a.t,t 

TM letter to A1aa ---~(tile __... Pnal.llll) •lloald COIIUD1IIIIId him 
lor b1a &.. job •• Pn.Wwt lol' ta.. pa8t ,_.... Tile letter to .,_1' 
Day ( ... 1M ..... P...W..e) alanl. c-.ntalete 111m oa the laoaor ... 
wlelllllm ..u Ia ......... .. 

Tllelr ........... n: 

r. A ... Emozy 
......... Dally Tim .. 
ll?S lfatl=el PNU BldWlaa 
WtuV I'•• D.C. ZOM5 

Mr. B•n•r Day 
V.L ...,. ... 'WowW a.p.ft 
IJOON ..... K. W • 
..... , ..... D.C. 
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Hon.Ronald E. Nessen 

-
c§igmn :ra~ua: <flri 

lJr.crf~••hrnal ~hntrnaH•li.:- J!laridl! 

WASHINGTON PROFESSIONAL CHAPTER 

1273 National Press Bldg. 
Washington~ D.C. 20045 

Press Secretary to the President 
The \vhite House 

July, 1975 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron., 

As you know, the order at the Washington Chapter of 

Sigma Delta Chi is changing. We ware sorry the President could 

neither attend our annual dinner nor drop by--it was a complete 

sell-out, one of the largest crowds aver, and a huge success. 

I was disappointed that the President did not send a 

message to the dinner, and I•:;woaldri~grea.tl::f.::.appr.eclat~i:t.,,.,~na. 

co uld~:wri ta'•r.a:;-' short~;;no.te,,,,obsarving-::.the,,i.fa ct '• tba t.,_,.;L am.~.bowing 

out as. president.:~;and~r.·EonnertDay·of ... · Uc.:S•...:.-1\jews"-&" World~Re-por.t.u-

is~,taking-oval"';;;,.;.;.dn the year just ended our programs had 

as speakers, among others, Bob Hartmann, yourself and Bob Orban, 

all of the Ford White House staff, and finished \vith the 

Vice President. Other administration speakers included Chairman 

Dick Wiley of the Federal Communications Commission and Deputy 

Director Vernon ~~lalters of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

I think it was a greatly successful year, and the 

comments from chapter members have been gratifying. 

With all best wishes, .:.,• 

Sincerely, 



M&MOaAJmUM FO& &OJ..Alm KJ.JIOT 

ROMa Csra'e Ge.....t 

c.w,_,..,...,...,_..aa ............ .. .......................... , .............................. .............., 
..... ., .. ,., • r rall:c •• a•••· ~~~~&u,..wlll 

•" .. " _ ..................... ·----·· .. , .. all ... •••W .,...talala. 

'ftllak ,... • 

..... ,_ sala J..eMew ,.._ V-• TltmWa 
x ....... P..a 
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u The Post'-

421 MADISON AVENUE 
COVINGTON, KENTUCKY 41011 

606 431-1700 

VANCE H. TRIMBLE 
EDITOR 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

July 10, 1975 

I hope you can give me some information on how mail is 
handled by the White House staff that will enable me to make 
a comparison with the way the response is made by offices on 
The Hill. 

It may be that you have in your files some major piece, 
either magazine or newspaper, that you could send me a xerox 
of giving me a general view of the work. 

But specifically I need to know about the volume of 
mail, how many people you have handling it, how many people 
directing it, how fast it is done, whether or not you have 
surrogate-signers for the President's signature, whether you 
use auto-signing-equipment, and what all of this costs. 

My interviews with a number of Senators indicate they 
personally sign 10-30 letters each a day. How many does 
President Ford personally sign? 

Most sincerely, 

\!~~~ 
VHT/nt 
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, __ __ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 18, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

RON NESSEN g / 

J!MCONNORr 

The attached letter was received in the President's outbox with 
the following notation: 

''Should I thank? '' 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 

Attachment: Letter from Arthur R. Taylor, President of CBS 
re The Cabinet 



CBS THE PRESIDElJT HAS S.RE~r •.•• 
CBS Inc , 51 Wesl52 Street 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 765-4321 

Arthur A. Tay!cr, Presidant 

Dear Mr. President : 

July 9, 19'75 

I have been privileged recently to have several 
conversations with a number of your cabinet mem­
bers, giving me the opportunity to pass on to 
them the thought that under your leadership, the 
Nation has left a dark past and is moving rapidly 
toward a brighter future. My appreciation as a 
citizen goes to you for the honest and skillful 
handling of the many problems which you have 
faced. 

This carries, as always, warm personal wishes to 
you and Mrs. Ford. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ge ald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

I 

~utbm< with 

l' ·dent of cBS 
esl-



DATE: 9/12/75 

TO: Bon Nessen 

Roland L. Elliott 
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-· THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT.ON 

October 3, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: .THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: ROLAND L. ELLIOTT. 

SUBJECT: Incoming Presidential Mail for the 
Week of September 29-0ctober 3, 1975. 

During this week you received a total of 23,000 pieces of 
regular mail. In addition, you received approximately 
56,800 form cards opposing the Common-Situs Picketing Bill. 

The incident in San Francisco drew 2,891 pieces this week. 
·All of these writers expres their gratitude for your 
safety and many went on to make specific comments or sugges­
tions. This mail may be broken down as follows.: 

1) Gratitude for your safety: 1,328; 

2) Gratitude/Urge you to travel less, take greater 
precautions: 1,060; 

3) Gratitude/Urge you to continue open exchanges 
with the American people: 137; 

4) Gratitude/Urge Federal gun control laws as 
solution to violence problem: 169; 

5) Gratitude/Oppose Federal gun control laws as 
in.correct and ineffective solution to violence 
problem: 135; 

6) Gratitude/Offer various other comments, suggestions; 
such a's, exotic security measures, mandatory prison sen­
tences, shorter campaign periods, etc.: 62. 

As in previous weeks, economic comment mail continued steady 
(490 pieces). Again, major areas of concern were the cost of 
living for those identifying themselves as "middle class" or 
"poor, .. and the "over-extension 11 of Government into the 
economy and private businesses for those of the upper middle 
class. 
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Within this economic mail you are. beginning to receive mail 
commenting on your proposal to establish an Energy Independence 
Authori t:y: pro: ll; con:, 7 4; conunent: 5. Those supporting 
the proposal see IT as· arl: -essential step in gaining our energy 
independence. Those·opposed argue against-establishment 
of "yet another bureaucra<:::y, 11 against further "intrusion" of 
Government into capitalmarkets, and against development of 
nuclear energy. 

Other domestic issues of interest· include busing (con: 5,936), 
the Child Nutrition Bill (pro: 399), and.aid to New York City 
(pro: 128; con:·~). 

Foreign policy issues 6fi:riterest were the Sinai peace accords 
and the sale of grain.t() foreign countries. 

Initially, mail had run heavily in opposition to the Sinai 
agreement. Last week it shifted significantly in support of 
the agreement, and it continued so this week: pro: 501; 
con: 155; comment: 2 •. Cumulative figures now stand at: 

Pro: 1,562; 

Con: 1,923; 

Conunent: 54. 

The question of American grain sales abroad drew heavy comment: 
pro: 2,194; con: 1,137. Support for the sales came largely 
from farm groups, who argued for the sales on the basis of equity 
to· farmers, Administration pledges of last fall, and national 
interest (balance of payments, u.s. prestige in honoring com­
mitments, etc.). Opposition came from those who argued that 
the sales would cause higher domestic food prices or that they 
would aid "communist" countries. · 

cc: Robert Hartmann 
Paul Theis 
Ron Nessen 

·- --



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 21, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE STAFF SECRETARY 

ROLAND L. ELLIOTT 

Incoming Mail for the Week of 
November 17-21, 1975. 

Incoming mail was heavy again this week, totalling 
approximately 38,000 pieces. 4,465 persons wrote 
to express opposition to the Common Situs Picketing 
Bill. There were also 95,000 form cards. Support 
for the bill was negligible (47). Opponents were 
especially concerned over the-"economic power" they 
believe this bill will give to organized labor. 
This concern over the economic power of labor was 
reflected earlier in mail opposing the longshore­
men's grain shipment boycott (cumulative: 500). 
It has been expressed more emphatically in the 
Common Situs mail (cumulative: letters: 23,868; 
forms: 482,897). Including forms, this bill has 
become the single largest mail subject during your 
Administration. 

Opposition to Federal gun control legislation has 
also been steady over the past months: letters: 
5,822i forms: 40,591 (since July 1). This week 
there wer~ 1,831 letters and 2,550 forms. The 
source of this mail has appeared to shift over the 
weeks. Initially, it was clearly generated by gun 
lobby adherents and emphasized citizens' "Constitutional 
right" to bear arms. More recently, gun and crime 
control have been linked together, with writers ar­
guing that the one will "in no waytt lead to the other. 
Writers call for tighter law enforcement and particu­
larly for "a more responsible judiciary" as the 
solution to the country's crime problem. 
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Also of continuing concern is aid to New York City: 
pro: 1,323; con: 1,376; comment: 137. Arguments 
on either side have not changed significantly over 
the weeks, although increasingly those supporting 
aid do emphasize the "vast amountsn of foreign aid 
provided by the u.s. 

You also continue to receive large amounts of mail 
commenting on a nominee for the Supreme Court: ,1,602 
pieces this week. Slightly more than half of this 
mail urges appointment of a nqualified'r woman. 
Roughly another 25% recommends individual nominees. 
Among those prominently mentioned are: Senator Robert 
Griffin; Representative Barbara Jordan; Representative 
Martha Griffiths; Judge Shirley Hufstedler. The re­
maining mail expresses a variety of views about the 
nominee: that it should be a man, a "pro-life" person, 
a conservative, etc. 

Another 537 pieces of mail this week criticized changes 
in the Cabinet. 31 supported the changes and 14 offered 
comment. 

U.S. response to the U.N. resolution equating Zionism 
with racism was very heavily applauded this week: 3,597 
pieces. In addition to approving u.s. actions, and the 
conduct of Ambassador Moynihan particularly, writers 
also urged a reassessment of the U.S. position in and 
contributions to the U.N. 

Other pieces of legislation that drew public attention 
this week were: 

1) Congressional Energy Bills: 

PFO: 14; con: 2,255; 

2) Child and Family Services Act: 

pro: ~; con: 817; 

3) Agency for Consumer Advocacy: 

pro: 61; con: 504. 
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Also, over the past \'7eeks there has been an increasing 
amount of mail that offers political comment or per­
sonal views on the 11 state of the nation." This mail 
expresses strong concern with the economy, with foreign 
policy, and with both Congressional and Executive 
leadership in Washington. 

over the past two weeks there have also been about 
400 letters in specific response to the GOP fund­
raising letters of October 20 and November 3. About 
one-third of these letters include checks and comment 
on some particular issue {such as the Common Situs 
Bill, deficit spending, detente, etc.). The remaining 
two-thirds of the letters simply offer the writers' 
views and/or explanations of "why" they will not 
contribute to the GOP fund. 

1 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 28, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: ROLAND L. ELLIOTT 

SUBJECT: Incoming Presidential Mail for 
the Week of November 24~28, 1975. 

Incoming mail for the week totalled approximately 
36,000 pieces. It dealt almost exclusively with 
domestic issues. 

Your Wednesday evening press conference drew 135 
telegrams and mailgrams. Virtually all of these 
commented on your proposals to aid New York City: 
pro: 31; con: 103; comment: 1. 

Prior to your announcement, mail addressing the 
issue of aid to New York City was heavy: 
pro: 1,642; con: 1,745; comment: 87. 

Again this week, the Common Situs Picketing Bill 
drew the largest single response: pro: 712; 
con: letters: 3,702; forms: 101,069. 

Other pieces of legislation of public interest were: 

1) Federal Gun Controls: 

con: 6,737; 

2} Congressional Energy Bill: 

pro: 37; con: 1,564 

3) Child and Family Services Act: 

con: 1, 791; 



-
2 

4) Agency for Consumer Advocacy: 

con: 823. 

In the area of foreign policy, the US response to 
the United Nations Zionism vote was approved by 
7,511 writers. Another 706 wrote specifically to 
endorse Ambassador Moynihan's actions and tb urge 
that he continue in his position. 

Concerning domestic politics, the question of a 
Supreme Court nominee attracted strong attention: 
1,129 pieces. Most of this mail recommended the 
"type" of person to be chosen: that is, a woman 
(35%), a "conservative" (30%), "other" types (a 
"liberal," a "pro-life" advocate, etc. (10%). 
The remainder of this mail recommended individual 
persons for.the Court. 

In addition to mail addressed to particular issues, 
you also received 558 letters this week expressing 
general support (253), or criticism (113), or offer­
ing political comment (192). Prominent among the 
views expressed were concern over the directions 
of US foreign policy (detente) and concern that 
"politics 11 was replacing "leadership" in Washington. .. . 

Also, there were 160 letters this week in direct 
response to the GOP-Victory Fund mailings. About 
25% were positive; the remainder explained why the 
writers were not contributing to the fund. About 
50% of these indicated they "would contribute if" 
you did such-and-such (mostly, "veto common situs 
bill," "veto energy bill," "refuse aid to · 
New York City"). 

1 

, 



MEMORANDU!-1 TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE STAFF SECRETARY 

ROLAND L. ELLIOTT 

Incoming Presidential Mail for 
the Weeks of December 1-12, 1975. 

Incoming Presidential mail for the past two weeks 
totalled 99,113 pieces. Domestic issues, particularly 
pending legislation 1 drew the heaviest public comment. 

Opposition to the Common Situs Picketing Bill was 
strong: letters: 11,175; forms: 14,727. Support was 
minimal: letters: 78; forms: 200. Critics of the bill 
express concern over-the power would grant to labor 
unions, and over the economic impact of this power on an 
already ailing construction industry. 

cumulative totals on Common Situs mail are: 

Pro: Letters: 251 
Forms: 894 

Con: Letters: 38,745 
Forms : 59 8 , Ei 9 3 

Concern over the power of unions was also voiced by 
those who wrote to urge against any changes in the Hatch 
Act: 7,450. lhis mail came from all over the country, 
and all writers saw the proposed amendments as greatly 
enhancing the power of unions within the Federal 
bureaucracy. 

The House-Senate compromise energy bill also drew 
heavy opposition: 4,804. Writers argued that it would in 
no way encourage energy independence and that it would 
further entrench government controls over a free market 
economy. Only 16 writers supported the bill. 



- -
2 

Mail is just beginning to come in concerning the 
pending tax legislation. To date there have been 
approximately 35 letters in support of your position 
that tax reductions must be coupled with spending 
cutbacks. 

Mail on the question of Federal aid to New York City 
continued heavy prior to your announcement of assistance: 
pro: 3,021; con: 3,177; comment: 169. Following your 
announcement, 722 wrote to commen~n the NYC loan 
program: pro:~O con: 410; comment: 42. 

In the area of foreign policy, your Asian trip 
drew light co~~ent: pro: 24i con: 67; comment: 141. 

However, the ongoing U.N. situation vis-a-vis 
Israel - Zionism - PLO - Ambassador .)'}1oynihan continues 
to draw heavy public response. For the two-week period 
there have been 7,447 pieces of mail {3,004 forms) in 
support of Israel and the positions and statements of 
Ambassador !·ioynihan. 

You have also received 455 letters expressing general 
support and 601 messages of good wishes for the holiday 
season. There-were 249 letters expressing overall criti­
cism, 90 offering political comment and/or suggestions, 
and 22s-1etters in direct response to the GOP Congressional 
Committee Victory Fund letter. These latter offered 
specific co~~ent on Administration and Republican Party 
positions. About one-quarter included checks, with the 
other three-quarters writing to explain "why" they were 
not contributing. 

cc: Bob Hartmann 
Paul Theis 
Ron Nessen 



\IE.\IORANDUM -
THE vVHITE HOl.SE 

W.\SH!:-:GTO:-: 

December 16, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROLAND ELLIOTT 
{ 

FROM: CONNIE GERRARD -(,:; ·/.Y 

Would you arrange for a card from the President and Mrs. Ford to be sent 
to the following couple who are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary? 
These people contacted Ron when he was in Florida? 

Dr. and Mrs. George Holland 
435 N. W. 124th Street. 
North Miami, Florida 33168 

The anniversary is next Monday, so it shoul, d without too much delay. 

Thank you. 
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The White House 
Washington 

DATE:-47---

IJ~ TO: 2/l.M 

Becky B~e1sky 

-



----------

-----..,Dear-M-h--F-ield;.------ -- - --- ----

Warmest congratulations to you, your staff and readers 

--- .as -you celebrate the one .hundredth anniversary of The 

Chicago Daily News. 

I welcome this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who 

have been a part of your succes ~ful p~blic~tion and to ' 

commend those wh~ continue to build on its fine journalistic 

traditions. I can well understand the pride you must take 

in the News and in the distinguished service it has 

~ntbmed":#to -pz:DTide the people of Chicago throughout 

the past century. 

Today, as in the past, The Chicago Daily News carries 

years . ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Marshall Field 
Publisher 
Chicago Daily News 
Chicago, Illinois 

SEND FLAT TO: Peter Lisagor 

• • 

•/ 

{ ~-~- / , ~ ~ 



TH-E WHITEHOUSE-------------

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 1975 

"' Lf.f?M€,1' 
MEMORANDUM FO~fklOq;..'f 

(.! 'J ~' 
FROM: RON NESSEN,}--, · / fv' 

Would you arrange to have this message prepared 
for the Chicago Daily News on its lOOth anniversary 
January 17, 1976? 

. ~4-t,U(. 
I would like to see a copy of~-at~oes out. 

Thank you very much. 



-

• • 



. /CIIICAGO DAILY NEWS 
Vt'L\.SlllN(;t']~()N .{JlllDL\.U 
Plit;R l !SA<~(iR_ BL!RtAU C.HlEF 

WASHINGTON 4, D.C. 

PHON£ No. D--~--

l·!r. Ronald Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Ron: 

-

-- Dec. 12, 1975 

The Chicago Daily News celebrates its lOOth anniversary on Jan. 171 1976, 
and it will publish a centennial edition on that date. 

Our editor, Daryle Feldmeir, has inquired if it would be meet and possible 
~or the President to write a letter hailing the event, if not the paper. 
I told him I would asko I know that our·publisher, Y;arshall I<'ielct., would 
be appreciative. 

Could you kindly inquire if the President would be willing to do this, and 
let me know. I would appreciate it. 

, 

. r 



JaMII)' I, 1t76 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 12, 1976 

ROLAND ELLIOTT 

RON NESSEN 

Bob Broeg, Sp~rts Editor, 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

This is obviously an old and close friend of the President. 
and I think the response should more appropriately be drafted 
by Mildred Leonard. 

• 

Attachment 



-
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SANFORD I. WOLFF 
National Executive Secretary 

MORTIMER BECKER 
General Counsel 

CLAUDE L McCUE 
National Director, 
Western Region 

KENNETH GROOT 
National Director, 
Easlflrn Region 

HERBERT H. NEUER 
National Director, 
Central Region 

BURT JACOBY 
Comptroller 

CONSTANCE McDOWELL 
National Administrator, 
Agency Division 

NatiOtHJI Representatives 

HAROLD KOCIN 
WALTER_ORINSPAN 
JAMES DOOLITTLE 

American Federation of Television and Radio Arti~ 
NAnONAt. o~-'CE 

1350"-...-.VENUE OF THE AMERICAS • NE'-"'YORK, N.Y. 10019 • 212-265-7700 

BRANCH OF THE ASSOCIATED ACTORS AND ARTISTES OF AN ERICA 
AFL-CIO 

KENNETH HARVEY, President 
JOE SLATTERY, First Vice President 
BILL BALDWIN, Second Vice President 
BRAD PHILLIPS, Vice President 

January 12, 1976 

Mr. Ron Nessen 

GEORGE HERMAN, Vice President JIM AXEL, Vice President 
BILL HILLMAN, Vice President PETER LEEDS, Vice President 
LOUIS NUNLEY, Vice President MEL BRANDT, Treasurer 
JONATHAN DUNN-RANKIN, Vice President HUGH WILLIAMS, RecordingS 

Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washi~gton, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

Thank you so much for calling back Saturday. I know of 
your busy schedule, and your taking time to return my 
call means a great deal. 

As per our conversation about a letter or scroll of 
recognition from President Ford to Claude L. McCue, you 
will find enclosed a biography, press clipping and a copy 
of the invitation for background purposes. Also enclosed 
is a copy of the last AFTRA (LA Local) Magazine dedicated 
to Claude. 

From a personal standpoint I know from my close association 
with Claude these many years, that a signed letter and/or 
scroll from the President would mean a· great deal to him. 
Please send all communications to me at my home, 4091 
Farmdale Avenue, North Hollywood, California 91604 ,(213} 
762-8200. 

I am taking the liberty, Ron, of enclosing for your files 
a copy of my latest biography. Feel free to call on my at 
any time. 

Best reg~rds to you and yours, 

d-b 
~ 

B /11 B a 1 d w i n 
National Second Vice-President 
American Federation of 
Television and Radio~Artists: 

•m4091 Farmdale Ave~, North Hollywood, Ca. 91604 (213)'762-820< 

I# 



CLAUDE L. McCUE 
.~ the Occasion of his Retirement~fter 34 YEARS 

of SERVICE to 
The American Federation of Television and Radio Artists 

The Broadcast and Advertising Fraternities 
The Phonograph Recording Industry 

and 
-- The AFL-CIO --

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: AFL-CIO: 

Los Angeles Local -
32 YEARS!!! 

San Francisco Local 
2 Years. 

Vice President -
Los Angeles County 
Federation of Labor. 

Chairman -

National Western Region -
32 Years. 

Hollywood Broadcast 
Guilds and Unions, 
since its inception in 
1967. 

A\'larded George Heller 
Memorial Gold Card -

1973 - AFTRA's 
Highest Tribute 

LIFETIME MEMBER -
American Federation of 
Musicians. 

We have planned a gala evening of DINNER, DANCING, 
FUN and SURPRISES so that q_lf of Claude's friends may 
gather around and give him tne kind of tribute he 
will NEVER forget!! 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1976 

HOLLYWOOD PALLADIUM 
with 

MR. DAVE BARRY 
and 

LES BROWN & HIS BL:I.ND OF RENOWN 

Dancing: 8:00 until 
12:00 r·1idnight 

$20.00 Per Ticket 
$200.00 Per Table 
R.S.V.P. Card Enclosed 

Best regards, 

Receotion and Cocktails 
{No ~ost) .... 7:00P.M. 

DINNER •..•... 8:00P.M. 

DRESS ....... Informal 

The TRIBUTE TO CLAUDE McCUE Committee . 

. Bill Baldwin, Chairman 
Jirrmy Doolittle, Art Gilmore, Frank Nelson, Ginny Tyler, 
Stu Wilson & Peter Leeds, Ex Officio 

1800 No. Highland Ave., Suite 609, Hollywood, CA 90028 
(213) 463·0903 . . 

' . ' 



o4MEf!ICAN srEDERATION OF ~ELEVISION AND ~A~o,_ctJ __ R_n_ST_s ___ ~ 
BRANCH OF THe ASSOCIATED ACTORS ANI) AI!T!STES OF AMERICA ~ 

AFFIUATEO WITH THE AMERICAN fEDERATION OF lABOR- CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAl ORGANIZATIONS (Afl-CIO) 

O{jicers 

>ETER lEEDS, President 

lltl BALDWIN, first V.P. 

'OM KENNY, Second V.P, 

>ON RICKLES, Third V.P. 

!OBERT EASTON, Fourth V.P. 
tETA SHAW, Rec. Sec'y. 

,OU KRUGMAN, Treasurer 

Board of Directors 

~liCE BACKES 
>ILL BAlDWIN 
lillY BARTY 
:HUCK BENEDICT 
>ENIS BRACKEN 
rOM BROWN 
,ARRY BURRELL 
l!:TH CARTER 
IOE PE SANTIS 
iUSAN DONOVAN 
!OSERT EASTON 
iAM EDWARDS 
'AUl ElY 
iTAN FARBER 
~UNE FORAY 
tACK HAtlORAN 
'OM HARMON 
!ON HICKliN 
!EY.T HOllAND 
lAY JOSTYN 
ION JOYCE 
•,\ARVIN KAPLAN 
~OM KENNY 
;QWARD KRIEGER 
•.•IKE LAWRENCE 
'CTER LEEDS 
(ITTY MALONE 
"ARVIN Mlll'::R 
lOY NEAL 
'RANK NELSON 
:HARLIE O'DONNEll 
IINCENT PELLETIER 
!OM PETTIT 
'P.ANCES REID 
>ON RICKLES 
lETA SHAW 
iHEP.llE SPEARS 
)AtlY STEVENS 
(ALE SUMMERS 
;;EVE SWEETLAND 
!'JiH ASHTON TA YlO~ 
cS TREMAYNE 
URENE TUiTlE 
:;INNY TYLER 
'•\IKE WAlDEN 
ACOUELINE WARD 
Ei'iiY WH!TMAN 
1HODA WilliAMS 

)AVID 0. TYTHERlEIGH 

Asslstont 

Ex<>culive Secretory 

•tLAN DAVIS 
As;i•lant 

Executive Secretory 

:,.u:J ZISKI.~i) 

C:-vnsel 

CLAUDE L. McCUE 

Executiv• Secreto.-y 

los Ang•le• Local 
1717 N. Highlond Annu" 
Hollywood, Ccl:fornia 90028 

461-8111 

claude L. i·1cCue I Executive Secreta of ·the Los Angeles 
Local and 1::-rational Region Jirector of ·the .i\merican Federation 
of Television and Radio Artists AFL-CIO, ~.,,ill be hon<:>red 
Friday, February 6, 1976 \•Ji th Dinner, Dancing and En tertainme: 
at the Hollywood Palaoium on the occasion of his ret:irernent, 
January 1, 1976 1 after 3t:~ years of senrice to AF'I'?.1'\, ·:he 
AFL-CI·.), and the Cor.:12.nuni at l2rge. 

?IcCue \vas a\•lcrcled '.:rational A;?T?J\ • s highest tribute in 1973, 
the C:eorge Heller ~'lemorial colc1 Card. '9:e is a lifetime 
membe::: of the Anerican :?eceration o:!: rlusicians, Chairnan of 
t11e ::rolly,-Jooc~ 3roadcast ,:, i lds and 'L7nio:ls, and is Vice 
President of the Los J:,n:Jeles County :'edera:aan. of Labor. 

r for the evening 
11 {lc(::\l:? earn2C'; 1li~3 t.•Jal~ tl"l~-·j"_l·.}h 2t:a!1.:fo:-::-d '(."?:li'\,"&r·si.ty an·':"] t11e 
Easti:1gs C::)lle~;·s o:f La:.-; ::)J.ayi'1~:· }.·2a:'! alt:o sax \-.di..:1;, SOI;1e ·'?:£ 

~inest ban~s on th ~utler 

in ·::ea~:tle t;:J t:.1'e :::rotel :2l CD':.-:-uao ') i:L San Diego as ~·Jell as 
the San Francisco h'orl3' s :?air in 193 9. It is for 'tl s 
reason that we have en;a;e5 one of the nest big ba~ds in 
the ,,·orld, I.Jes J?.ro..-,n and s 3;;:.na of ;::{enown, and have ask 
011e of t11e C·:Jun-=cry' s fore: .. ~1ost C·Jrne(1ians, :;lr. Dave Barry 1 to 
join Clau•:'!e and his lovel:: •.·life, \·Jini fred, on the dais. 11 

IlJ.cCue 1 \vhose career 1,vi lc~~?'J.:"\ started in San Pran~is::o 
(2 years) an6 continued 32 rs in Los An3eles as well as 
traveling a:r:ounc the \•!OJ:-ld on behalf of the Union, will be 
greeting old friends ~·l1~~o •.·.rill have t:caveled fro:tl near and 
far to pa;{ tribute to ·tl',is outstanding citizen. 

Reception ana cod:tails (n:J host) at the \rltYcld fa:n0us 
EolJ.y"Y'OOf:: Paladiu!'\1 ,.dill ()egin at 7pm. =>inner and :::lancing 
\-Jill bes:rin at 8p;~,l. ?or further infornation call: 453-J903. 



Uondol~e latter to 
E_trs. I'az ;~ll• .. "";tonr 'ST!!~5!!tinj 

1 WO'tWl a~pre.otat.a )'OUl:' Mndias a c.oUole1.'lefl letter to 1:-trs. Pay \Jells. 
Storer 3ro.Kr:.utinJ. Her hwt'ba:ad,. Lbtoa, diad laat wee&. I think 
the l•tter should be froa both the Pr..id.aat al\4 !'ln. Ford. 

Mrs. Lhtoa ~lla 
2601 Woodley Pla.ca 
A.-yart:~ent 912 
~aahb~ton., :o .. c. 20003 

'i"hanka .. 



-
Mai'Ch H, 1976 

MD401lANDUM FO&: ROLAND ELLIOTT 

F&OM: CONNIE OE'll.RABD 

C..W ,.. lla•• a ~~-u.a ••• ~ tiM Preeldeat ud Mra. Font to: 

Ml". Fel'dl.aud McCllatock 
Z711 Sp•c•ntll• B.oad 
Lima, Oltlo 45805 

It le IAI". WcCllldock'• 90tla blnwa,. oa April Z7, 1976. 

Tlaaak fOil MJ"T macta. 

• 



pr 1 16., 1916 

1"1\0Mt BON NESS .. 

C..W ,.. aw,....• .... a •-fatlllate., meaaa1• toM aeat e. a 
Teaa••••• loetlaaU ... m wiM nc..alr •• tM Claaa •lrial• atate 
·--~·..,, It la dw ll~at tbDe la lalltel'f tlaq laa•• uc..,U .... ala. 

Tlata .._. .. _. laea ceme f~ a rn ber of tile ataff _.. tnnW ..W. dae 
Pw••• Offtce ........ cenUaar .. ,. •• llh•.U,. alP& ... ••r fer 1M 
\\ lll&e H-• • lMH tftpa. U title I" ae•t c..W be ........ I ••W .............. 
It alaoUI M lea& tea 

CoacllJacka..r ... 
Aaalataa& c ... b Wa,.. ....... 

all•• Hlp lciiiMI llldlaaa ..... 
·alia ... T•-••" 

Tlwak,_. 

• 



Ways. 1976 

Na.tO&.ANDUN FOR BOLAND ELI.IOT 

Fll014a C~eGerran 

Wlllle we were e.t ..........,laat week. a maa appNeC.... a­
•••• ah•at laa•lal abe PreaWHt a...S a letter to W• ahllll~-. •• 
botla of wlalcla wW - 17 r•ara old - May ll. 

TIMf laa•• ~Mea Ule-1-. Rap •llllc•••• ... w..W appncla&e a anetlaa 
lnm tlae Pnaicbat. 

Vaae ... Oel'tnde Berry 
ZlS Plu a....t 
Ze&per. IUI..ta 

C..W ,.. let me a.. wlaat lJpe el meua1• la •eat? Tlaaak ,... 

• 
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FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46802 
office of the mayor 

INTRODUCING YOUR HOST. I: 
r~AYOR ROBERT E. ARMSTRONG 

FORT W.~YNE)' INDIANA 

Bob Atun6 tlto ng wa.o ete.c.te.d Ma.yoiL o 6 1 ncUana. '.6 .6 ec.o nd laltg e.6 t city in 

Novembe.Jt, 1975, rotd took o66ic.e. on Ja.nuaJt.y 1, 1976. He de.6ea.te.d J.:he. inc.umbe.•tt 

ma.yo!L bq 384 vote.-6 in one o6 Fo!Lt Wa.yne. ',~ m0.6t inte.n.6 ely c.ompe;t.Luve. etectiot1.6 

of., a..U .ti1n~ . 

P!Liott :to IU-6 election, Bob wa.o Athlilic. Vbte.c.:toiL o6 Srtide/r. High Sc.hoot. 

Hold-i.ng ·h.£.6 6Wt pub.Uc. o6Qic.e M ma.yM., Bob .6pe.¥Lt h.-0~ enti!Le p'toSeM-ional 

c.a:te.eJL M a :te.ac.he./<., c.oa.c.h, and .6c.hool admin...i..6tJLa.to,'t. The. 50-yea..'t-o-!d 

Alunobtong .de.ude.d :to tlty 6oiL pubuc. o66ic.e at :the U;'tg-ing o6 many o6 :~L!> 

.6tu.de>tt6 w.w had bec.ome. cti.Aillu.lJione.d wUJ, gov.vtnmen:t aHd t!te. po-U.ti.ccv~ p!toc.~~6. 

A'U.'1.6..Vtong -L-!l a vetettan of., Wo!Ltd Walt II, having be.el:. a pilot in. th~ 

played on :the Indiana Unive!L.6ity 6ootba..U a.nd bMketba.U te.~ in the la-te. 1940 'h. 

Bob a.nd hi-~ w.i6e Nili, who .6Uli teac.heo kbtde.Jtga/c.tcn bt .the FaJL.t Wa.yne. 

pubLic. .6chooi .6tJctem, aJte :the pa/ten;t¢ o6 tivtee ~~on6. Van ...i.-6 6in{.6fung teM.k 

on hi,!> doc.:ta!La:te. in bioc.hem...i..6:t1Ly at TexM A & M; Vaug ...i.-6 a. pJte-me.d .6tude.nt 

a:t :the Un.tve/ti~ o 6 .Ric.hmond; and Vave. i~ a .6tude.nt a:t NDrvtlvtop High Sc.hoot 

-<..n Fo.'Lt Wayne .• 

Bob A)uM:tiLong, hi.6 6amity, and the. peopte. on Fo.'Lt Wayne cuz.e. plWttd to have. 

you i.n Foft.;t Wayne. We aU hope you' U enjoy lfOLVL vL!:;,Lt and tha.t yott wL~ 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



-
THE \\'HI TE HO l"SE 

WASHI:\VfO:\ 

May 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROLAND ELLIOT 

FROM: Connie Gerrard 

The President asked Ron Nessen to have a letter written for him to 
sign and send to Stephin Fetchit, the Black movie actor. He is in the 
hospital for a massive stroke. The details are outlined on the attached 
sheet. 

The original request came to Jack Ford, who asked that his father do this. 
Would you see that Jack gets a copy of the letter which is sent out by the 
President? 

Thanks very much. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHII\GTOI\ 

Ron--

Stephin Fetchit is in the hospital for a massive 
stroke on the right side. 

It has been 2 weeks yesterday (Wednesday) since 
he was taken to the hospital. 
He will be in the hospital a few more weeks, and 
then have to go to rehabilitation. 

-

He was one of the pioneers of the movie industry. 
Made 28 movies in the 20's and 30's. The last movie 
was "Won Ton Ton" whose premiere was last Tuesday 
in New York. 

connie 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

NOTE FOR: ~ C-. 



-
JaDe 11, 1976 

EMORAMDUM FOil ROLAND ELLIOT 

raow: 

C-"! a letter li"CIIIl 1M P.retJlcteat be aeat to Ml" .. Ciel'tnde Bal'a8 ea 
her 80th WftWq? Slle la tlae D\tltMI' el a fri ... of a.. If••-'•• 
1'IMJ attac'*l la a _ ..... draft. 

'oald ,.. a...S me a copr el wt.at la aetd o.t? 
Tlaaak ,... ........ 

I 

• 



Mrs. Gertrude L. Burns 
1301 Studer Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43206 

Dear Mrs. Burns: 

It is my understanding that you will be celebrating your 80th 
birthday on July 11. 1976. 

As the mother of ten children who have participated in business, 
education, government, religious life and the defense of our 
country. you can be proud of your personal contribution to our 
nation. 

Let me extend my personal congratulations and wish you much 
happiness as your children and grandchildren gather to celebrate 
this occasion with you. 

Sincerely. 

Gerald R. Ford 



,_ 11. 1976 

E ORANDUM FOR &OLAJm EI·UOT 

F OM: C1 'eGenan 

as J'l'led-. ... lf laaa talk_. to a. M••••• a-. a letter Mtaa aeat 1lr 
the Pnaw..t t. oa. BoUea ol tla.e Ad- epubllc. Y .. m&f' recall lle la 
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-MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 11, 1976 

Ron--

Max Friedersdorf 1 s office called and said that Congressman Rhodes had 
requested a letter from the President to: Don Bolles of the Arizona 
Republic, who is the reporter who was ~ritically injured by a bomb explosion 
after he did some stories on the mafia in Arizona. Bolles is in St. 
Joseph's Hospital in Phoenix. ~5'v W, ~ ~ 

Should I ask Roland Elliot's office to do it? 

· I;ll draft a letter to him 

p1fl!Have Roland Elliot's office do a letter to him 

I don't think it 1 s a bood idea __ .....; 
___ Other: ____________________________________________________ _ 
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_. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
' -GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20405 

March 16, 1976 

Ms. Constance Gerrard 
White House Press Office 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Connie : 

Enclosed is the draft of the letter we spoke about on the 
telephone today. 

If you could use your considerable persuasion to bring about 
a letter to Mrs. Burns from the President, it would be most 
appreciated. 

Please phone me whenever we can be of assistance to you. 

Highest regards, 

-
Enclosure 

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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Mrs. Gertrude L. Burns 
1301 Studer Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43206 

Dear Mrs. Burns: 

It is my understanding that you will be celebrating your 80th 
birthday on July 11, 1976. 

As the mother of ten children who have participated in business, 
education. government, religious life and the defense of our 
country, you can be proud of your personal contribution to our 
nation. 

Let me extend my personal congratulations and wish you much 
happiness as your children and grandchildren gather to celebrate 
this occasion with you. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 
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-------------~---------~ ---

THE WHITE )USE 

WASHINGToN 

TO: ROLAND ELLIOT 

FROM: CONNIE GERRARD 

Could you have the traditional 
50th wedding anniversary greeting 
sent? 

Thanks! 

July 19, 1976 



I)[ 

FROM: V~llard Hansen/WBBM-CBS Radio, Chicago 
TO: FOOREST BOYD/MU'l'U.\L NE'twCRK WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT 

DATE: June 10, 1976 

Regarding our telephone conversation of last night, I would appreciate 
it very much if you would have President Ford please send hAs congrat­
ulations to my parents on the event of their 50th (Golden} Wedding Anni­
versary which will be Saturday. October 16, 1976. 

Could you kindly have the White House staff send the greeting to me in 
advance so that my sister and I might present it to our mother and 
father on the above date? 

Our father has been a Republican Captain (32nd Precinct) in the Chicago 
suburb of Cicero for over 25 years. 

Their names are: MILLARD & ROOE HANSEN, 2724 SO. AUSTIN BLVD., CICERO, IlL. 

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at the address 
below. 

Thank you again. 

Mr. Forrest Boyd 
2422 Harmon Road 
Silver Spring,MD 
20902 
(202) 949-6195 

Millard D. Hansen, Jr. 
1021 Washington Blvd. 
Oak Park, Ill. 60302 
{312) 383-2796 




