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(9 MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1975 

JACKMARSH / 
RONNESSENV 
BILL BAROODY 
NANCY LAMMERDING 
JIM CAVANAUGH 
JACK CALKINS 

JAMES E. CONNOR~ 

The attached memorandum discusses a concept for a series of 
special Presidential dinners over the next several months. I 
would appreciate your comments. 

Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1975 

This memorandum proposes a concept for a series of Presidential 
dinners over the next several months designed to spotlight the people 
who will be responsible for expanding the nation 1s future energy supply. 

Example -- Coal 

Over the course of the next decade, the nation will have to double 
coal production to a level in excess of one billion tons per year. 
The President might host a large East Room Dinner for some of 
those people who will have to accomplish this enormous task. 
Guests would be selected from: 

--federal executive and congressional branch officials concerned 
with coal 

--coal mine owners and managers 

--iabor leaders and rank and file , 

--manufacturers of mining machinery 

--transportation interests 

--financial interests 

--coal state Governors 

--trade press 

The guests would be invited to Washington for a full day 1s briefing from 
senior officials who would stress the importance of coal in our energy 
future, the specific steps different parts of the Federal government intend 
to take to expand coal production, and the overall energy and economic 
program. 
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The dinner. would occur at the end of the day and be highlighted by 
Presidential remarks on the energy program underlining the vital 
role of coal, stressing how much the nation will be depending on the 
hard work and cooperation of those attending the dinner, and pledging 
federal support for th~ effort. 

i 
The dinner could be viewed both as a working session and semi-social 
occasion. Dress would be business suit and the dinner would be stag. 

Similar dinners could focus on: 

--the electric power industry, which will have to undergo 
a major expansion and shift in approach over the next decade. 

--the Alaska Pipeline, which will provide a major new domestic 
source of oil in the next decade. 

If the concept of the dinners is approved, specific staff proposals will 
be developed for the ones suggested above and suggestions for future 
dinners will be provided • 

• 
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JAM E. CONNO& 

I'&OW: B.ONNESSEN 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 3, 1975 

RON NESSEN 

JAMES E. CONNO~ 
ji 

(/ 

~-r-~ 

SUBJECT: John Mashek, U.S. News and World Report WH 
Correspondent Picture Taking Session 
Thursday, February 6th 

I think Mashek should be able to take photos at least at the beginning of 
all of the meetings scheduled for that day. The only exception would 
be the 12:30 p.m. meeting with Cliff White, which should have no 
photographs whatsoever. 
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MD40llANDUM J'Oaa JACKMAUH 
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J"llOW: 

J"elanuy lCJ. 1975 

ERIC l'lOSENBUl\.GEll 
a.EDCAVENEY 

llON NESSEN 

My Ar• pnfe....ce ,...Y 'be tbat the Pre.Weat aot tape a S or 4 miav:te 
CODYaaAtiOD wltlt the HaaJw• Spoftal Nwtwftk after tiM 18th hole of tile 
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.. 
Mr. Nessen 

THE 'WJUTE HOUSE 

WAS.t11NQTON . 

. March 3, 1975 

MEMORANDVM FOR 

THE CABINET 

SUBJECT: CABINET AGENDA ITEMS 

The next meeting of the Cabinet is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 12th, at 11:00 a.m. in the Cabinet.Room. I would appreciate 
receiving any suggestions you-might--have for-agenda items by 12:00 noon 
on Friday, March 7th. If you wish to send your suggestions by phone, 

.rthe direct number is 456-6697. 

JAMES E. CONNOR 
SECRETARY TO THE CABINET 

bee: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen, Counsel to the President 
The Honorable Robert T. Hartmann, Counsellor to the President 
The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr., Counsellor to the President 
The Honorable Donald H. Rum.sfeld, Assistant to the President 
The Honorable James T. Lynn, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
The Honorable John Scali, the United States Ambassador to the United Nations 

: ·-:: . 
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Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

NBC~ J\TE\VS 
k)0'2--~;0-JG 

March 7, 1975 

Here is Stu Schulberg's early line, but reasonably complete, 
outline of our proposed two-hour, live, TODAY program from the White 
House, based upon his helpful conversation with you about the 
schedules of the President and others during these morning hours. 

I know he talked with you about activities in the family area, 
because he mentioned that the President, for example, watches the 
morning television programs, on three monitors, for part of their 
duration, and that he looks at several papers. Stuart held back from 
making that part of this first, formalized, proposal, but after 
discussing it, I would like to ask you to explore what we may possibly 
do in thisrespect, once the President and/or the rest of the family 
has dressed to their satisfaction. Breakfast? The television view­
ing? Does he run over any kinds of position papers? Is he briefed 
by anyone? 

I know you are concerned about inconvenience that may be caused 
by our presence and the presence of our equipment. But I know you 
appreciate that Stuart is highly sensitive to such considerations 
and our personnel will be held to a minimum and be carefully attuned 
to the standards of decorum we must have. As for the equipment, we 
will use only mini-cameras, none of those big cameras to push.around. 
They are connected by very unobtrusive finger-sized wires that can 
well be tucked against walls and not only be out of the way but 
practically unnoticeable. Perhaps the best way in which to allay 
concerns is for us to bring a PCP 90 over to the White House and demon 
strate its mobility and unobtrusive qualities. 

We also do not see the old style "banks of lights" all over the 
White House. In some rooms, the Oval Office, for example, we think 
enough daylight can be admitted to make possible shooting by available 
light. In other rooms a minimum of small lights would have to be 
strategically placed. After a survey we could tell you this in 
precise terms. 



v 

This obviously can be a marvelous television program, providing 
a thoughtful, revealing look at the institution of the White House, 
how it comes to life and starts its day's work at the time of day, 
when our TODAY program has become an institution in the American 
home. 

Let me know what you would like to do next. Would·you like 
to meet with Stuart and me to go over questions or to re-examine the 
program elements we propose? 

cc: Stuart Schulberg 

\ 

Sincerely, 

DG'-h-

~.j : 

)'.:;. ~ 

\ ..,_,., .:0 t 
. v .... / 
'-~._./ 



v TODAY 

Tentative Outline for 2-Hour Live White House Origination 

7 A.M. Opening: Exterior of White House, perhaps featuring 
flag-raising. 

7:15-7:25 a) Brief tour of one or two formal rooms (Red, Blue?) 
with White House curator. 

b) Visit to White House kitchen, perhaps preparing a 
large dinner party. 

7:30-8:00 a) Roosevelt Room- Deputies meeting to discuss day's 
agenda. 

8 A.M. 

b) President walking past Rose Garden to Oval Office 
and sitting down to work at desk. 

Opening: Exterior and interior of Oval Office. 

8:15-8:25 a) Senior Staff meeting (Roosevelt Room). 
b) Reporters and cameramen arriving at Press Office. 

8:30-9:00 a) Economic Policy Board meeting (Roosevelt Room). 
b) President in Oval Office with assistants or visitors 

(or brief TODAY interview if possible). 

NOTE: This tentative routine would probably requ1re s1x cameras. 

l. Exterior (Pennsylvania Avenue side) 
2. Formal Rooms/Rose Garden 
3. Kitchen/Stand-uppers, bridges,,etc. 
4. Roosevelt Room 
5. Press Office 
6. Oval Office 

' A seventh camera, added to the Roosevelt Room (seen three 
times over the two hours), would improve coverage there. 
A final settlement of locations combined with a survey, of 
course, might lead to more doubling of cameras than suggestE 
above. 

Finally, a date in April would provide far more available·light 
even for the interiors and thus cut down on the amount of TV 
lighting required. 

s.s. 

/ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1975 

RON NESSEN 

JERRYWA~ 
MEETING WITH SAM NEWHOUSE AND 
GEORGE FELDMAN 

I do not know Ambassador Feldman, but I think a meeting 
with Newhouse would be beneficial. 

We recently offered Newhouse a spot on the United States 
delegation to the United Nation's Human Rights meeting in 
Geneva. He was unable to accept, but was most appreciative. 

Newhouse is primarily a business oriented publisher and rarely 
exerts his influence on the editorial policy of his newspapers, 
as long as they make money. 

For your information, the former President frequently invited 
the Gridiron members and their guest editors and publishers 
to religious services at the White House on the Sunday following 
the dinner. There would seem to be no opportunity for the 
President to greet all members and guests. As you are aware, · 
the Gridiron holds a special performance for the wives on Sunday 
afternoon, repeating highlights of the previous performance. 

I mention this to you because we may receive future requests 
for the President to meet with other individuals. If a meeting 
is set up with Newhouse, it should not be made public. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY WARREN 

FROM: Connie Gerrard 

Jerry -- Ron asked that you look at this and give 
an opinion on whether Mr. Newhouse should see 
the President. He doesn't know Mr. Feldman at 
all, but wanted you to be the one to make the 
decision on Newhouse. 

Would you let him (or me) know what you 
recommend? Thanks. 

Attachment: Letter from George Feldman asking 
that he and Samuel Newhouse come in to see 
President. Attached to it note to the President 
from Mildred Leonard asking if she should set up 
the appointment. 



• THE vVHtTE: HousE 
\'/ASHI~<iGYOH 

TO: The President 

FROM: 1vULDRED LEONARD 

FOR: Information:__ ________ _ 

Appropriate Handting ____ _ 

Do you want me to try to arrange an appoint­
ment for AMb. Feldman and Sam Newhouse? 

They will arrive on March 21st and leave on 
March 23rd. That only leaves part of 
Friday, March 21st, or sometime Saturday, 
March 22nd. 

I could tell him you will be at the Gridiron 
Dinner (at least it's on your schedule) and 
could see them both there--but they'd feel 
they wouldn't have much chance to see you, 
I'm sure. 

DATE: 



- . ' ... from the ci..__jol 

.-AMBASSADOR GEORGE J. FELDMAN 

Dear Nildred, 

If you believe that the meeting 
suggested in the enclosed can be ar~nged 
then I \vould appreciate your bringing it 
to the attention of the President and ad­
vising me accordingly. 

You cannot imagine how thoroughly 
we enjoyed attending the Dinner honoring 
the Pakistani Prime Ninister. 

The President and Mrs. Ford 
could not have been warmer and I sat at 
his table. our cup runneth over! 

Thanks again and again. 

GJF:rs 



VG E 0 R G E J • F" E L. D M A N 

February 20, 1975 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The Nhite House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Hr. President: 

Harion and I will be attending the Gridiron 
Club Dinner on Harch 22nd as guests of Sam and .Hitzi 
Ne\'lhouse. We will arrive in Hashington Friday, the 
21st and leave on Sunday, the 23rd. 

Sam, as you know, is the founder and owner 
of Newhouse Publications. His chain of newspapers 
includes the Portland Oregonian in the West and The 
Springfield (!-'lass.) Republican in the East as ·Hell as 
The New Orleans Times Picayune in the South and the 
Syracuse paper in Northern New York. Sam has been 
and is now a strong supporter of your Administration. 
If, while we are in Washington, you could spare a few 
minutes to shake hands and exchange a felv pleasant­
ries with us I knmv it would be appreciated. I have 
not yet nentioned the foregoing to Sam because I real­
ize such a meeting ~a¥-not be possible because of your 
overloaded schedule. 

Harion joins me in sending to Betty and you 
our very warmest and fondest regards. 

GJF:rs 

Yot:Q~t-. sincerely, · 
: I I 

I . 

~t:hr~ 

1010 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10028 

"1'2.? .; 

:-:-. 
"'t;- i' 

·' /' 



Hiss Hildred Leonard 

Secretary to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D. C. 



GEORGE J. FELDMAN 

516 F"IFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK. N.Y. 10036 
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!JT..arch 11, 1975 ' ' 
... 

· .. 

:Mr. William Nicholron . 
President's Scheduling Officer 
White House . 

~· .-

Washington, D.C~ 20500 

Dear Mr. Nicholson: 
... 

Here is the info:r:ma.tian that you requested during our recent phone 
conversation. , · ·· 
' I • • 

The National-Acadenw of Television Arts and Sciences is a non-profit . 
organizat:i.olt dedicated· to the advancenent 6£ television and the · 

.. fostering of creative leadership in the television industry in the 
. areas ~f. artiStic, cultural, educational · and · tec::hnologic:al- progress • . 

·. 

.· 

The .Acac1erey also rec:Ogn.izes au~g ·achievemants _u;, tr..e television. · · 
industry with the' ann~ "~" awards. 

The J\cadenw ~s (see the attached list) Will be holding tbair hi-­
_ annual rreeting .in San Francisoo at t.P.e Hotel St. Francis April 3-6. 
On Friday, April 4 we are tentatively plannirl,g a cocktail party at 
the Bank of .Alt&ica and "-lluld .be honored if the President would · · 
attend .as our guest .of ho:t?Or. The party will run ·from 7-9 P.M. · · · . 
Iri addition to the-truStees, .local and state political officials 

.. and select nembers of the Northern California ~levision cxmmmity . . 
· Will attend. There. '\dll be approximately 250 people at the ~. · ·. 

. . . . 
Since the President's attendance. will .alter. our planning I would· · 

: appreciate an ~ as soan as possible. · 
. . 

·Thank you in advance for your c:x;x:,peratian. 

Best Regards, 

.· 
·. 

-Robert w •. q•eannor, Jr. 
President 

Rt\O:ar 

cc: .Mr. Ron Nessen./ 



As of December 17, 1974 

THE NATIONA_ ACADEMY OF TELEVISIL _J ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Narre 
Aca~J Position 
Chapter· 

JOHN CANNON 
Chairman of the !bard 

OOBERI' F. LEWINE. 
President 

RICHARD R. RECI'OR 
Vice Chairm:m 

DAVID J:..AWR.EN"CE 
Senior Vice President 

JULES POWER 
Secretary 

TPJJE OOARDMAN 
Treasurer 

Staff: 

VIVIfu\f CCOPER 

OFFICERS Al-ID IDAHD OF TRUSTEES 

1974 ..;. 1976 

. ~..ailing ·Address 

NATAS - New York 
110 West 57t.'h Street 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
(212) 765-2450 

NATAS 
291 South La Cien.....oga 
Beverly F.ills, Ca. 90211 
(213) 659-0990 

Bicultural Childre.<'"l.' s TV 
2150 Valdez Street, #2350 
Oakland, Ca. 94612 
(415) 839-5678 

4142 Benedict Canyon 
Sherrran Oaks, Ca. 91403 
(213). 985-1087 

.American Broadcasting Co. 
7 W. 66th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

1859 N. CUrson Avenue 
Holl~vood, ea. 90046 · .. 
{213) 876-6672 

* * * * * * 

NA.TAS 
291 So. La Cie.nega 
Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211 
(213) 659-0990 (o) 
(805) 495-6831 (r) 

Nature of \'\ork 
<And Affiliation 

Perforrrer, Announcer I 
\'Triter, Producer 

President 
NATAS 

Director 1 Productia.."l. 
Planning & Station 
Liaison · 

Producer 

Executiv--e Producer 
A.M. A~erica 

Writer - Actor 



Narre 
Acade.-ey Positia.11 
Chapter 

JACK N. A..~'1STRONG 
Nat' 1. Vice President 
Seattle 

TRUE P.OARD.W...l\1 
Hollyv.axl 

CLIFF BRAUN . 
Chicago 
Nat' 1. Vice ;President 

ELINOR Bm-T.lli 
New York · 

MILDRED K. CASI-tlviAN 
Columbus 
Nat' 1. Vice President 

ED COOPERSTEIN 
Phoenix 
Nat' 1. Vice President 

DAVID DAVIDSON 
Nffil York 

I'VILLIN-1 D. DE CThiCES 
Bollyw:xxi 

PEC.,GY CHA..~ DICK 
Holl:f\vood 

Mailing P..ddress 

NAT AS 
217 9th P~venue North 
Seattle, hn. 98109 
(206) 543-7774 

1859 N. Curson Av~11ue 
Hollywood, ca. 90046 
(213) 876-6672 

Illinois Bell Telephone 
Television Center 
1 North Wacker Street 
Chicago, Ill. 60606 
(312) 727-4406 

Elinor Bu...'"lin Prods. , Inc. 
30 East 60th Street 
Nev-(York, N.Y. 10022 
(212) 688-0759 

824 s. 1".eyant Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43227 
(614) 263-5441 

New Television Corporation 
3033 N. C~11tral Avenue 
Phoenix, Ari~. 85012 
(602) 248-7447 

· 114 East 9()-'-..11 Street 
NewYork, N.Y. 10028 
(212) 722-5390 

Universal Studios 
100 Universal City Plaza 
Universal City, Ca. 91608 
(213) 985-4321, Ext. 2910 

604 Gretna Gre<=>....n Way 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90049 
(213) 476-2461 

J:"'• ~ 

1974-76 

Nature of ·hark 
A.n.d Affiliation 

Production ~~ger 

. Writer, Actor 

Program Manager 

Film Maker, President, 
Elinor Bunin Prods. , 
Inc. 

Office Manager 
WL~\C-'IV 

Presid~11t, Ace 
Corrrnunications & 
Entertaint"Tent Co:rp. 

V.T:r:iter 

Executive Art Director 

Writer - Script 
Executive 

•.'. 



Narre 
Academy Position 
Chapter 

CRAIG FIS...CfER 
New York 

OON ELLiar HEALD 
Atlanta 
Nat' 1. Vice President 

RALPH HODGES 
San Deigo 
Nat' 1. Vice President 

WINI'ER D. IDRI'ON 
Ho1lywocd 

RICHARD N. 1lUGHES 
New York 

FRA.L\fJ."( :KAVANAUGH 
Washington, D.c •. 

· Nat' 1. Vice President 

IDSE BLYTHE KEMP 
F.o11~ 

JAHES L. IDPER 
Ho11ywocd 

~Jailing Address 

Fisher Film Group 
216 E. 49th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
(212) 832-2950 

~'i'SB-TV 
1601 W. Peachtree St. N.E. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30309 
(404) 892-3456 

~IB-'IV 
1405 Fifth Ave..'"lue 
San Diego, Ca. 92101 
(714) 232-2114 

Centre Films 
1103 El Centro AvoJlue 
Hollywood, Ca. 90038 
(213) 466-5123 

WPIX, Inc. 
220 Fast 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
(212) 883-6020 

Airlie P.roductions 
Air lie, Virginia 22186 
(703) 347-1~00 (o) 
(301) 320-4011 (r) 

4711 Carhvright 
No. Holl~iOOd, Ca. 91602 
(213) 851-0550 . 

KCEI' 
4400 SUPset Drive 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90027 
(213) 666-6500 

Nature of vbrk 
And Affiliation 

President 1 Fisher 
Film Grou-p 

Vice Preside..1t and 
GoJleral Nanager, ~VSB-'IV 

Produc'"don - Program 
Manager, KFMB-TV 

Independent Film 
Producer, President, 
Centre Films 

Senior Vice President 
WPIX, Inc. 

Producer· 

Vice President 
Columbia College 
TV Education 

President and General 
Manager, KCEr 



.Narre 
Academy Position 
Chanter 

ALFRED L. PLANT 
New York 

LEE POL..T\: 
New York 

JULES POWER 
New York 

RICHARD R. REX:;'IOR 
San Francisco 

HANK RIEGER 
Hollywood 

JOHN J. ROCHFORD 
New York 

JIM RUDDLE 
Chicago 

JOHN T. sc:lffiJIPF 
Cleveland 
Nat' 1. Vice President 

Mailing__?ddress · 

Block Drug Corrpany 
257 Cornelison Avenue 
Jersey City, N.J. 07302 
. (201) 434-3000 

ABC Television Network 
1330 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
(212) 581-7777 

Anlerican Broadcasting Co. 
7 W. 66th Street 
NeW York, N.Y. 10023 

Bicultural Children's TV 
2150 Valdez St., #2350 
oakland, Ca. 94612 
(415) 839-5678 

NOC Television Netw-ork 
3000 ~'1. Alarr.eda Avenue 
Burbank, Ca. 91523 
(213) 849-3911 
(213) 845-7000 

350 Bleeker St., Apt. 5J 
New York, N.Y. 10014 
(212) 989-27b8 

WMAQ-1IV News 
Merchandise ~.art 
Chicago, Ill. 60654 
(312) 644-8300 

WKYC-TV 
1403 East 6th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 696-1100 

J:"" .. -

1974-76 

Nature of ~':brk 
And Affiliation 

Vice President 
Advertising, Block 
Drug Company 

Director of Child_nen's 
Prograrrming, East Coast, 
AEC 

Executive Pioducer 
A.}l. Arrerica 

Director, Production 
Planning & Station 
Liaison, Bicultural 
Children's TV 

Vice President, Public 
Inforroation, West Coast 
NOC 

Broadcast Business 
Administration, 
Director of On-Air 
Prorrotion, ~"'R-'IV 

Nevs Broadcaster 
. ~iMAQ-TV 

Public Affairs 
Director, WKYC 



.Name 
Academy Position 
Chaoter 

DICK SCHNEIDER 
New York 

LARRY STEWARl' 
F.oll y-tocxxl 

EI..LEN tilALLACH 
St. louis 
Nat '1. Vice President 

11URRAY \~SSMAN 
Ho1lywuod 

AV "WESTIN 
Na.v York 

THOM R. WDlKLER 

*NOTE: {r) = residence 
(o) =office 

~.ailing Jl..ddress 

Cazadero Prcx:1s. , Inc. 
139 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 689-9769 (Service) 
(212) 689-1270 (r) 

14032 Cantlay Street 
Van Nuys, Ca. 91405 
(213) 785-4068 

CBS Studio Center 
4024 Radford 
Studio City, Ca. 91604 
(213) 763-8411 

14 l?on Aire Drive 
St. IDuis, l'.o. 63132 
{314) 993-4065 

2650 Skywi_n Hay 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90046 
(213) 652-0576 (r) 
(213) 985-4321 (o) 

.A:B::! Ne•lS 
7 West 66th Street 
New York, N. i[. 10023 
(212) 581-7777 

3730 Di~ar P~ad 
Ar1i..Ylgton, Va. 22007 
(703)-538-6847 (r} 
(202) 632-3922 (o) 

* * * * * * 

P· ..J 

1974-76 

Nature of Work 
And Affiliation 

Producer/Director 
Pres. , Cazadero 
Prods. , Inc .. 

Producer, v'7riter,. 
Director 

· Producer 1 Director 

Actress 

Executive in C..'ha.rge of 
Press Dept. , Universal 
Studios 

Vice President 
APe News & Director 
of TV Docu..----rentaries 

Executive 1 FCC 



ALTER.\lATE TRUSTEES 

1974 - 1976 

J fu"'l:'y I:mrrel 
1493-A Druid Valley Dr., N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 
(404) 634-0988 

CHICAGO 

Harry Trigg 
\'."'GN-'IV 
2501 ~Bst Bradley Place 
Chicago, Ill. 60618 
(312) 528-2311 

Natalie Scofield 
Carr-Liggett Advertising· 
815 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216} 696-0330 

C0Lilli[8I.JS 

Ed E.akins 
OEB 
2470 :North Star Road 
Coltlr(lbus, Ohio 43221 
(614) 879-9208 

Sy Salkowi tz, 1st Alt. 
21632 Pacific Coast Highway 
Nalibu, Ca. 90265 
(213) 456-8307 

Joe Sa..'1.ds, 2nd Alt. 
19043 Superior Street 
~torthridge, Ca. 91324 
(213) 885-1846 (r) 
(213) 469-1212 (o) 

Jeanne Baird (Hiss}, 3rd Alt. 
7914 Hillside Avenue 
FDllywood, Ca. 90046 
(213) 876-6056 

John Charles Ford, 1st Alt. 
.Nerrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner 

ru"'ld SIIli th 
One Liberty Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10006-
(212) 766-5446 

.lmn Loring, 2nd Alt. 
303 't€st 66th Street, #18 H-E 
Ne;v York, N.Y. 10023 
(212) 873-3106 

Diap..a St-C~rk, 3rd Alt. 
Stark Corrrnunications 
145 'Fest 55th Street, #11-E 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
{212) 765-3670 

. 'PHOENIX 

1Ylrs. Jeanne !v1etzger 
3123 N. 53rd Street 
Phoo~, Ariz. 95018 
{602) 959-3133 

sr~ LOUIS 

l<ei th Gtmther 
l<SD-IJV 
1111 Olive 
St. Louis, ~o. 63101 
{314) 621-1111 

SAL~ DIEGO 

Ron Sl'ieig 
5662 Soledad H::mntain Road 
La Jolla, ca. 92037 
(714) 459-8010 

SA.l\1 FPA~ISCO 

Jack A. Armstrong 
Administrator, NATAS 
735 ¥.ontgorrery Street, #200 
SaT'l Fra11cisco, Ca. 94111 
(415) 392-8002 



Al te.."':nate Trustees 

SEATI'LE 

Don Hc:Cune 
KOr-:0-TV 
100 4th Avenue 1brth 
Seattle, Hn. 98109 
(206) 624-6000 (o) 
(206} 998-0751 (o) 
(206) 362-4637 (r) · 

Wl\SHI~iUI'ON~ D.C. 

Robert Ad&liS 

V.JRC-'IV 
4001 Nebraska Ave., N.W. 
~~7ashington, D.C. 20016 
. (202) 362-4000 

-2- .12/17/74 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1975 

JIM CONNOR l, 
DICK CHENEY 
DICK KEISER 
MILITARY AIDES OFFICE 

RON NESSEN 

The Press Office staff held a long meeting to review news coverage plans 
for the Palm Springs and Western trip. This meeting turned up a number 
of potential problems which I would like to pass on to you. Some require 
decisions. 

1) ELK HILLS - The President should consider wearing casual 
clothes for this stop, perhaps a windbreaker and sportshirt instead 
of a suit and tie. Also, a jeep-like vehicle instead of the black 
limousine would look better. 

We are arranging press coverage of this event in such a way as 
to provide pictures which best demonstrate the oil potential of this 
otherwise desolate area and the President• s interest in it. The 
President should have some talking points prepared so that he can 
make some comments before the cameras. 

We will need two 33-seat helicopters to transport the press to 
Elk Hills. This is the only way they can get there and still cover 
the expected large public reception at the Bakersfield Airport. 
Arrangements also should be made for one network helicopter 
to land and take off from Elk Hills to take film to Los Angeles in 
time for the Saturday night news programs. 
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-2-

2) PALM SPRINGS - The Press Office needs, within the next few days, 
information on Fred Wilson, his relationship to the President, his 
occupation, and the rental arrangements on his house for use in 
response to anticipated questions at the time we announce the trip. 
We need similar information on arrangements for the houses to be 
used by Don Rumsfeld and Bob Hartmann. We also need information 
on Leon Parma. 

We plan to delay any official announcement of the trip until at least 
Wednesday or until such time as the Senate-House conferees have 
completed action on a tax cut bill. 

We plan to allow open press coverage of the President playing golf 
only once during this trip. That would be on Sunday afternoon for 
the first three holes. For the rest of the week, we plan to allow a 
small protective pool to follow the President to the golf course in 
the motorcade but this pool would be stopped at the gate of the 
golf course (as is the case at Burning Tree). 

For the President's evening social events, we also plan to have a 
small protective pool in the motorcade but will keep this pool 
back and away from the entrance to the residences the President 
will visit in order to prevent the kind of doorstep news conference 
which occurred nearly daily at Vail. We will need the cooperation 
of the Secret Service and local security officers to keep the protective 
press pool away from the President at the golf course and on social 
outings. 

We have no plans to allow a press inspection of the house in which 
the President is staying. 

We plan to have press briefings while in Palm Springs, though 
not necessarily every day. This will require the same kind of 
information from the White House, Don Rumsfeld, and the President 
as we receive to prepare for the daily news briefing in Washington. 

3) SAN DIEGO - The schedule for the San Diego day is incredibly 
crowded, to the point where adequate news coverage will be extremely 
difficult. For instance, the speech to the White House Conference comes 
immediately after the lunch with Governors and will not permit reporters 
to receive a briefing from the Governors. On previous trips, the 
Governors who have met with the President have briefed the press 
and these stories have been generally favorable. 
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The Press Office strongly suggests that the meeting with Governors 
be moved to Palm Springs earlier in the week. This has several 
benefits: 1) it allows for more adequate coverage of the remaining 
events in San Diego, namely, the news conference and the speech 
to the White House Conference, and 2) it will give the appearance of 
the President carrying on his duties early in the week in Palm 
Springs when otherwise there would be nothing to write about except 
the President playing golf. 

4) SAN FRANCISCO - The current schedule calls for the President 
to depart from the Geothermal geysers at 2:55p.m. (5:55p.m. EDT) 
which is too late for the nightly news shows. The next day is Saturday 
with no morning news shows, and so if we maintain this schedule, 
the President's trip to the geysers will get no television coverage 
nationally. By departing Palm Springs 2 1/2 hours earlier than 
scheduled (8:50 a.m. local time), the trip to the geysers could be 
shown on the nighly news shows. I recommend this earlier departure. 

We will need two 18-seat helicopters to transport the press to the 
geysers. This is the only method of transportation to get them to 
this inaccessible area. Arrangements also should be made for one 
network helicopter to land and take off from the geyser area to fly 
their film to San Francisco for the evening network news shows. 

It is suggested that the President also wear appropriate clothes 
for this area, that is, windbreaker and probably boots. 

Sheila Weidenfeld, I understand, is going on the trip and will handle Mrs. 
Ford's visit to Los Angeles without any other support from the Press Office. 

I will be taking a short vacation Saturday afternoon, March 29, through 
Wednesday night, April 2, and Jack Hushen will act in my place during this 
absence. 

I would appreciate receiving any comments or decisions on these 
matters. 

cc: Jack Hushen 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1975 

DICK CHENEY 
RON NESSEN 

BOB MEA~ 

CBS TV Request 

CBS REPORTS has requested to do an hour documentary on 
"Presidential Decision Making". The program would air on a 
Tuesday night from 10:00-11:00 p.m. sometime in June. 
(106 million people watch television at that time). 

They do not request an interview with the President, but wish to 
follow the decision-making process which occurs here at the White 
House. I interpret this to mean "living" with the President through 
crucial times and seeing the decision(s) he must make as President. 

If this is done well, it could become an historical document in the 
future of President Ford. The men around the President -­
Messrs. Nessen, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Hartman, etc. --would 
also be a part o£ that history, as I explained that decision-making 
processes encompass much input from advisors with the President 
making the "final" decision. 

There are several reasons why I think this could be beneficial to 
the President: 

First, we are looking ahead to an election year. This could 
show the American people that the President has the leader­
ship ability on which he has been criticized. This would show 
that he, as President, participates and welcomes the 
democratic rule by committee, and that great thought is put 
into the final decisions that he makes -- that it's not off the 
top of anyone's head. 
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The producer, Paul Greenberg, wishes Dan Rather (the 
regular anchorman) to do the show. This is an opportunity 
for the President to meet face-to-face with this "enemy of 
Presidents", which would show he had no fear of such a 
confrontation. Also, I feel the program would show off 
the President in a good light and convince viewers that this 
President "won over" this adversary newsman. (We know that 
no harm can come to the President in an environment he creates.) 

As I understand it, the producer wants narration only at the top 
and bottom of the program and let the natural sound and picture carry 
the program throughout the hour with a theme: this is the way itl a 
done, folks. If that's the case, I feel we have much control over 
what takes place. 

I'm sure when the President talks of matters of highest secrecy 
and those which are secured, he will ask the film crew out of the 
room. The staff would have to forget that the cameras were always 
there and go about the normal business of the day. I think we need 
to show our advisors there talking to the President and actually 
advising and helping in the decision-making process. This, again, 
shows the public we have nothing to hide or fear. It also shows 
good, competent men around the President. 

The time is coming where great decisions are to be made. I feel 
we should pick one area and share it with the public to show that 
we are undertaking the country's problems with full determination. 

Mr. Rather has asked to see each of you personally to underscore 
this request. I've taken the liberty to welcome him again to the 
White House under conditions which will be "foreign" to him with 
our President. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1975 

Dear Bob: 

I'm sorry you were not able to attend the breakfast with the 
President in San Diego. I had looked forward to seeing you there. 
But these breakfasts with news executives have become regular 
features of the President's travels a:o.d so I 1m sure we 1ll have one 
when we 1re on the West Coast again, a:o.d maybe you can make it to that 
one. 

I had not heard of the proposal for the President to visit Alaska. 
until your letter. However, I am checking with the Scheduling Office 
to find out where it stands. I suspect it1 s a little too early to give a 
definite answer for an event in September. I do know that it would be 
appealing to the President to have an opportunity to visit in person the 
oil development sites in Alaska. 

I hope to see you the next time we visit the ·west Coast or the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

6:: Ro~ 
Press Secretary to the President 

Mr. Robert E. Thompson 
Publisher 
Seattle Po st-Intelligencer 
521 Wall Street 
Seattle, Washington 98121 
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Seattle· Post-Intellig~1cer 

ROBERT E. THOMPSON 
PUBLISHER 

Dear Ron: 

April 18, 1975 

I wanted to let you know personally that I am very sorry 
not to have been able to accept your invitation for breakfast 
with President Ford when he was in San Diego. Unfortunately, 
I had some prior commitments of long-standing and was unable 
to revise my schedule on short notice. But Jack Doughty, our 
Editor, reported back that he found the session extremely en­
lightening and enjoyable. 

There is another matter I thought I would like to men-
tion to you. I believe both Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska and 
Bob Atwood, Publisher of the Anchorage Th~es, have been in con­
tact with the President regarding the possibility of his jour­
neying to Alaska in September to address a meeting of ~~e Allied 
Daily Newspapers (which cover most of the major newspapers in 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska). It seems to me 
if the President were interested in speaking to this group of 
newspaper executives from the Pacific Northwest, it also would 
be an ideal time for him to take a look at the entire oil de­
velopment scene in Alaska. In this period of ener~J crisis, there 
is almost no domestic project more important to our future secur­
ity and well-being than the development of oil in Alaska. 

I want, therefore, to add my voice to those of Senator 
Stevens and r4r. Atwood and express the hope that the President 
can give serious consideration to the possibility of addressing 
the Allied Daily Newspapers' meeting in Alaska as part of a pos­
sible visit to Prudoe Bay, 1.vhere the President, once more, could · 
focus public attention on the energy needs of our nation. 

I was most appreciative of the invitation to San Diego, 
and look fonvard to seeing you again in the near future. 

With best regards, 
\ 
( 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

yours, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

April 25, 19~ 

<GT;~o~(;' 
WARREN RUSTAND 

FROM: RON NESSEN 

I understand that the President has approved a "drop-by" at the 
White House Correspondents' Association dinner on May 3. 

Even though this is in keeping with his pattern of drop-by 
attendance at the Radio and TV Correspondents' dinner, the White House. 
Photographers' Dinner, etc., I recommend that the President consider 
coming early and attending the entire dinner for the White House 
Correspondents' Association. 

This is a group which covers the White House and the Presidential 
trips day-in and day-out and is far more exclusive than the other 
press groups. Some White House regulars have already grumbled that 
the President sat through the Gridiron and should be able to sit 
through a considerably shorter dinner and program given by those 
who cover the White House on a regular basis. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 28, 1975 

JL'1 CONNOR 
WARREN RUSTAND 

··....__/ 

RON NESSEN J!... H Y 

I would like to propose an interview this week between the President 
and three representatives of the New York Daily News: Jerry Greene 
Jim Wieghart, and Paul Healy. 

The President in personal conversations has led the New York Daily 
News to believe it will get an interview shortly. The News has a 
very large circulation and has generally supported the President's 
policies. 

The President has already given interviews to most of the major newspapers, 
as well as the news magazines, wire services and networks. The 
New York Daily News is the next logical candidate for an interview. 

It appears from the schedule for this week that there is time on 
Wednesday, April 30 or Thursday, May 1 for the interview which 
will require 30-40 minutes of the President's time plus preparation 
time. There is no other press event on the schedule this week. 

.. 
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Jirn. Connor 
\V arren Ru~ta.nd 

FROl-.1.: Ron Nceaen .( r·' tA/ 

SUJJJEG''r: Pr.caidenthl News Corderence 
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The only problexn I want to call to your attention is au 
approved interevlew with .r.:alcolr.n F"orhes cf E'Or:<r'Ot·rE 
lv!agatdne at 5:00 P. Iv1. on Tuesday, I\·~ay 6. 

Obviously, this int<:rr..rle'!il should be movt:d to anothet• 
day it' he holds a news conference the z~1.me d~y .. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 30, 1975 

RONNESSEN h 
BOBMEADP 

Presidential News Conference 

As requested, here are the daily forecasts for the week of May 4: 

MONDAY 
Cloudy, w,ith possible rain showers. Temperature in mid 60's. 

TUESDAY 
Partly cloudy with temperatures in the mid 70's. 

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 
Mostly sunny both days with highs in the 70's. 

FRIDAY 
Cloudy with possibly rain showers in the afternoon. 

From the above, it would be my recommendation that any news 
conference be held on Wednesday or Thursday. We might take into 
consideration another 7:30 p.m. News Conference on Wednesday for 
the following reasons: 

7:30 p.m. is local time which affords the networks the luxury 
of going "live". It will be dusk at 7:30p.m. and there would be 
tremendous shadows which would provide a lovely pictorial scene 
in the garden -- roof lights would not be unbearable to the front 
row correspondents, and if lighted properly could produce ex-
cellent pictures. ·, 

cc: Dick Cheney 
Terry O'Donnell 
Tom DeCair 
Helen Collins 
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