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"THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 4, 1976

MEMORAN/D}U Follj MICHAEL J. FARRELL
L7l ) i-

FROM CLEM{?'deER,é THE CURATOR

RE: GEORGE WASHINGTON AND ZACHARY TAYLOR SWORDS
PLACED IN THE LIBRARY

- Two magnificent, historic swords in labeled plexiglass
cases have been placed in the window wells in the north wall

of the library. This is a temporary position in preparation

for their secure placement on the shelves on the south wall.

In the right (east) window is a saber and brass scabbard
whose label reads: ''Sword commissioned for George Washington
by the/ French volunteéers in the American Revolution, late/
18th century./ Presented to the United States by France in 1933, "
The volunteers had intended to present it to George Washington,
but his untimely death in 1799 prevented the fulfillment of their
plans. President Franklin D. Roosevelt accepted it for the
United States as a gift from Edouard Deladier, the President
of the Council of Ministries of France. It was delivered here
by General de Chambrun, a descendent of the Marquis de

Lafayette. Executed at the famousg French armory at
Klingenthal, Alsace, circa 1799 -1800, the sword is 39 1/8" long.
Its 33" blade is embossed with a gold device showing an eagle,

a star for each of the then fifteen states, and the initial "W'!,

This motif is repeated on the hilt with its eagle-head end and

pearl grip. The scabbard is decorated with a cluster of weapons
and figures of Poseidon and Athena.
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In the left (west) window is an elegantly-crafted sword with

a gold-plated hilt and scabbard whose case is labeled: '"Sword
presented to Zachary Taylor by the state of/ Virginia after the
Mexican-American War. / Made by the Ames Manufacturing
Company, Chicopee, / Massachusetts, c. 1847, "

inscription on the scabbard reads: "Presented by Virginia to
her distinguished Son/ Major-Genl, Zachary Taylor/ for his
Gallantry and Good Conduct at/ Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma,
Monterey, and Buena Vista, The scabbard is also adorned
with an American eagle holding in his beak a banner emblazoned
with the motto, "E Pluribus Unum!''. An oval langet on the

hilt is engraved with the seal of the State of Virginia above the
distinctive, engraved, 3l'"-long, double-edged blade. A

product of the noted Ames Manufacturing Company, whose

name is inscribed on the reverse of both the blade and scabbard,
it is considered ‘''representative of the highest form of sword
craftsmanship achieved in the mid-nineteenth century !,

Lent by Mr. and Mrs. Jay P. Altmayer, Mobile Alabama

(to become a gift).

A four-line

cc: President Ford
Mrs. Ford
Dr. James Connor
Ronald Nessen
Sheila Weidenfeld

Rex Scouten
Major Robert Barrett






