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May lZ, 1975

OAS/CUBA BACKGROUND

FYI:
.
OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: The OAS continued its closed sessions on
Saturday. Friday the U.S. Trade Act and Uruguayan concern with regard
to high prices of commodities were discussed. The mood of the meetings
thus far has been friendly and constructive though often critical of the
U.S. Saturday, the reform of the Inter-American System was discussed
and a joint statement agreed on between us and Panama relating to
negotiations was read which reiterated the objective of reaching an
agreement eliminating the causes of conflict between the two countries.
It pointed out that while substantial progress has been made in the negotiations, fundamental subjects remain to be negotiated. Today will
also be a closed session.
END FYI.

The following exchange took place between Sec. Kissinger and
reporters Saturday afternoon (roughly verbatim):.
Q.

Why is Cuba not an issue

A.

I think we have a general understanding of where we are
going~

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

with this conference?

that is why it is not taking prominence.

What is that understanding?
I think we better leave a little room for secret diplomacy.

Is there a scenario outlined for handling this problem?
I have the impression there is, and I think it will become
apparent during the session.
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Q.
',':

.

Does this indicate early action toward renewing ••••.•••

t'

A.

I don 1t want to go into it until this group here has taken
action on it.

****
The above exchange apparently refers to OAS procedures and plans
for lifting sanctions against Cuba. For details of OAS meetings,
procedures and probable decisions refer to the State Department.

June 16, 1975

U.S. POLICY TOWARDS OAS CUBA SANCTIONS

Q.

In his interviewwith L 1 Express the President said that whatever
the decision of the OAS on sanctions atainst Cuba our attitude is
that "we will continue the boycott by the U.S. until there is some
change in policy by Cuba toward the United States. 11 Premier
Fidel Castro has indicated a willingness to seek improvement
of relations with the U.S.; therefore what changes would the
President like to see in Cuba's policy and attitude?

A.

U.S. policy has been and continues to be that any change in
U.S. -Cuban relations depends upon the willingnf.ss of the Cuban
government to demonstrate by concrete J!"''li~yc.'Wii~~g•li d ik
SWR that it seeks an improvement in relations with the United
States.
To date, we see no€dicatio~<!li;s~c&iiU atlle I 1 g 1.
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