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TEXT CW TIJH HEPLY H~OM TilE PRES(DJ:N'f CW THE 

(;I:NE!UII. J\SSl:~lllLY, lllL JND/\LEC 10 LlEVJ\NO ACUIIU~E TO PRE~~Hl 1 •• r· h);U) 

~11'. l'n·sidl'lli' on h<IJ:tl r or tlK~ Foreign f·.li.•i:;(eJ'S or tk~ /\.!ok':ricas 

1 \dsh to cxpl'l·s:-; cntr <~pprce.iation for lh(~ cordi~1.l nnJ rricndly ,,·cleo;;;,~ 

wu hn vc rccvi vcd here in Wu ~;lri.ngl (Ill. 

We <He c!.;pecin:Uy graLcful for the re•::<'pt:ion lK:ld in our ]J{)JJOT llc:re 

in the trad it.ionnl n·~;i tlcncl: of tlK~ Pres 1 dents of the~ Uuitcd su· tC'~>. 

The h'h.i. H~ IJous(~ has lwen the residence: of the great men that lwvc !: .. wern(:d 

a nat.ion th:1t h:td to a:;:.tun(~ intc~nwtion~!l rcsponsihi.litics early in the 

history or its indcpl~lldcnt cxi:;tcm:e. lt \v:ls here that tiler \\\.:nt t1n·ough 

the Cllntiott:!l eXp(•ricnet~!; thnt n11 lenders of gr<:'<1t' nntions tlihl·q;,o; .it \;·n:; 

here l'}wl [·hvy enjoyt~d th:..· sweet l'nliL; of lht~ir \'icloril.~~; ;m,1 th~~ victul·ic~; 

of thu n:tt.ion~ ht•rt' the)' sufrcrcd ll!C' {Olll:('iltS ;rnd doubts of difTi,:tilt. 

lllOIJI(:ll[S l·cflectcd upon the hitter rruils of huann ingr<~t.itHLlC and :inconst;;;Jcy, 

evanescence or poNcr awl glory. 

The Foreign l\linistcrs th:tt meet here .in th('l\'hitc Hon:~c~ tcxby, !,;l'. Prcs.i­

dunt, do not do so as a matter of rout.ine of the khi-J that nbmn:J in c1 i.plom::cy 

and convcutJonal protocol. These arc the author.izecl representatives of 

countri.es that gcogr<~phy h:ts ah.><~)S p]accd nc;tr the lhitcd States, ,.;1J:i.t,:, politics 

--<lll<l ill lll:tny 0\.'C;t~;ions il Lick or poiJtics·--has SC}Xll';l[·cd llK'III from tk' gtcnl 

lltiilcd State:>. l.:llill Aut<·ric:t h;IS rrcqth·ntly h:!d r;tdic:tl ;~ud profound .J!rt'crenccs 

or op:inion with the United Si;ltt•:t hut ;tl lilll.'S or gn~;lt cri~>ls--<.'!;p(:Ci.:tlly .in 

the twetlticth CCiltllt.}'-·yon ;11hl \\'(' havl~ moved :1l1c:11.1 shndy in the pm·~·.uil of 

conunan goals n11d in sh:1pi1~;; :1 hewispht~ric comuHulity inspin'l.l by altrui<.k 

Digitized from Box 124 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



.. 2 -

~ltKl ~;imilar ideals and by a desire to cooperate in solving oommon problems, 

cooperation l·Jhich the United States has offered and given at times with a 

sh1eeri ty and good will of whi.c1t there are few examples h;~. the annals of 

h.istUl'Y. 

But we :·;houJd not r.uu tho dsk of ·m.ist~kenly trusting too much in 

the past. ~!any of the \·,o.J:ds aml symbols that strengthened our tmity and 

~ccvcd <IS tho strong links bh1ding together a Q,reat hemispheric community, 
' . ~ 

.# 

ll:tv~.~ t-:c:1 kcncll t·lt rough the c.onrz;;t~ of time and hocmtsc of the spcctacalar 

cJ;; . •ge·~ on:tnT i ng on the disrupted panor·;Hna of worl~.l pol i.tics. Many of 

tho~~c wonh; and ~;ymbols have h(:comc empty -cJkhcs, and just as the United 

S 1 atr~:; is nmv tms~dng through a stage of difficult adjustment to critical 

:mrl 1.:11mplex s i tun ti.ons. Tbi s prompts this great m1tion to formulate ba~;ic 

qt~·:;tions as U> il:s very rate, so is also the Organization of American ' 
States feeling the efCcct:.; o[ a profound crisis, the solut'ion to \·:hich 

...__.., 
>{ 

l 
j;; relevant to us alJ, anJ from l:ihi.ch the United States cannot be absent ,, 

'! 
-'i 

and \·;hich cmuot ht~ ignon.'d hy the h<Jsic p1·embes of .its foreign policy. 

As )Ott I1:1Vc.' ~:.1id <tntlun~k~rstnnd, Mr. Pn~sident, and as I so state J 
~ 

!)II IJ<'lwJr or lhc h>rcign f\1inistcrs of America, \¥C al'o a\'lare of the trans- t 
~.·.:n< 1 •'1t1 !'unction th:-1t thctlnitcd States·Con~~litution r:onfcrs upon the t 

t ,. 
' j 
t 

t 
l . 

1·:1ry of St:rk., Dr. Henry Kissinger, have hen evi(knt. I take pleasure • J 
t 

' __., ... i 
t 
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the exceptional human and intellcctu;!] qmd it i es \·Jh.ich have cmT1cd him a 

\vc]l-descrved reputation :in lhc wor1<L We have hopes, and l 1vant to s1-;1\c it, 

tlwt lllilkr your wise ctw1 expert guid;•ncc, ~lr. Prc~;idcnt, the separntc 

instilutionnl pcnvcrs, ·the /\tlminist r<~tion ~md tlw Congress, Hill join u:; in 

a community of fre<~ and frh~mlly countric:-; in the het::isph-.~rc, coun1ric~~ 

whose inst i tuliOHS <lfH.l symho] S JtaVt' bC{'ll H:'IW\\'Cll. Jt \vOU]d be Ull r<J iT 0 f lik~ to 

not mention here the crforls tUKl(~rtnl{cn hy the· U.S. :md P:m<llii:l to Tc;tch a 

constructive settll'lllcnt tu ilw so-GI1led Pannma Cmw1 qucstibn. 

of \vhat must he done and \vkll could he expected of the- tlcc:ision to co11fnrnt 

proh1cm:; with a new spirit, so tJwt \\C 1viTI he ahle to f<Ke together, as the 

good nc.i ghbors \~(~ have been and th'~ good friends '''e wish to b<.~, the grl'nt 

challenges th:rt th<.' fnlltt\~ kJ]ds in ston~ for us. 

1\.mcrica, and these nrc the 'llllvs or friendly and loy;Jl cotmtrics, whx:.c 1cprcsc1l!~Ltin's 

t<Jkn great pleasure now in \vishing, thronglJ my person, much prosperity fnl' 

the great people of the llni.tcd Stntcs <lml :in express.illg the hope that 

the Tutelar Cod of 1\.m('ri can democracy \v U I guide· you, f\lr. President, at the 

helm of your government. 



May lZ, 1975 

OAS/CUBA BACKGROUND 

FYI: -. 
OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: The OAS continued its closed sessions on 
Saturday. Friday the U.S. Trade Act and Uruguayan concern with regard 
to high prices of commodities were discussed. The mood of the meetings 
thus far has been friendly and constructive though often critical of the 
U.S. Saturday, the reform of the Inter-American System was discussed 
and a joint statement agreed on between us and Panama relating to 
negotiations was read which reiterated the objective of reaching an 
agreement eliminating the causes of conflict between the two countries. 
It pointed out that while substantial progress has been made in the nego­
tiations, fundamental subjects remain to be negotiated. Today will 
also be a closed session. END FYI. 

The following exchange took place between Sec. Kissinger and 
reporters Saturday afternoon (roughly verbatim):. 

Q. Why is Cuba not an issue with this conference? 

A. I think we have a general understanding of where we are 

going~ that is why it is not taking prominence. 

Q. What is that understanding? 

A. I think we better leave a little room for secret diplomacy. 

Q. Is there a scenario outlined for handling this problem? 

A. I have the impression there is, and I think it will become 

apparent during the session. 
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Q. Does this indicate early action toward renewing ••••.••• . 
A. I don1t want to go into it until this group here has taken 

action on it. 

* * * * 
The above exchange apparently refers to OAS procedures and plans 

for lifting sanctions against Cuba. For details of OAS meetings, 
procedures and probable decisions refer to the State Department. 



Q. 

A. 

June 16, 1975 

U.S. POLICY TOWARDS OAS CUBA SANCTIONS 

In his interviewwith L 1 Express the President said that whatever 
the decision of the OAS on sanctions atainst Cuba our attitude is 
that "we will continue the boycott by the U.S. until there is some 
change in policy by Cuba toward the United States. 11 Premier 
Fidel Castro has indicated a willingness to seek improvement 
of relations with the U.S.; therefore what changes would the 
President like to see in Cuba's policy and attitude? 

U.S. policy has been and continues to be that any change in 
U.S. -Cuban relations depends upon the willingnf.ss of the Cuban 
government to demonstrate by concrete J!"''li~yc.'Wii~~g•li d ik 
SWR that it seeks an improvement in relations with the United 
States. To date, we see no€dicatio~<!li;s~c&iiU atlle I 1 g 1. 
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