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CAS

TEXT OF 118 REPLY FROM THE PRUSIDENT OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, DR, INDALECIO LIEVANO AGUIRRE 1O PRESTRN U FORD

Mro Prestdent, on hehal U of the Foreign Misisters of the Amgricas
I wish to expross our appreciation for the cordial an? riendly welcone
we have received heve in Woshington.
Se ore especially gra Leful for the reception held in our honov here

in the tmdit:ionztl residence of the Presidents of the United Stetes.

The Whit: House has been the residence of the great men that have governcd

a nation that had to assure international responsibilities carly in the

history of its independent existence. 1t was here that they went through

the caotionsl expericences that all leaders of great nat 'l,\')n‘f; undoepoy it was

here that they enjoyad the sweet Cruiis of their victories and the viciories

ol the x};tt‘,i(»s;;' heve they sufferced the torments and doubis ol diflicult

momcent s l‘cz.F'i{%att'cvai upon the bitter ruits of humen dngracitude and doconstancy,

evanescence of power and glovy.

The Foreign Ministers that meet hc:;‘u in the White House today, di. Presi-

dent, do not do so0 as o matter of routine of the kimd that abound in ¢ iplo;@'v:zcy

and conventional protocol. These are 1‘:110 authorized representatives of
c.ountri(:s that godgtf:phy has always placed near the Unit.od States, while politics
-~and in many occasions a tack of pelitics--has separatad them from tho great
Un\i ted States.  Latin America has Crequent Ty had rvadical cud profound Jifferences
of opinion with the thited Stotes, but at times ol great erisis--especially in
the twenticth cci;lt‘n;y—-—yon sl we have woved ahead stowly din the pursuit of

comon goals and in shaping o hawispheric community inspived by altruistic



and similar ideals and by a desirg to coopcra{e in solving common problems,
coeperation which the United States has offered and given at times witﬁ a
sincerity and good will of which there are few examples in the annals of
history.
. 1
Bgt we should not run the risk of mistakenly trusting too much in
the past. Many of the words and symbols that strengthened our unity and
served as the strong links binding together a great hcmisphqric~gommunlty,
huve weakened through the COULSE of timc and because of the sﬁcctacular
chiopes occuerving on the disvupted panorowa ol world politics. Many of
these words and symbols have become empty cliches, und just as the United
Srates is now passing through a stage of difficult adjustwent to critical
and complex situations. This prompts this great nation to formulate basic
guostions as to its very (ate, so is also the Organizaﬁion of Awerican
States Teeling the effocts of a profound crisis, the solution to which
is relevant to us all, and rom which the United States cannot be absent
and which cannot be ignored by the basic promises of its forcign policy.
As you have said ond understand, Mr. President, and as 1 so state
on behall of the Foreign Ministers ol America, we are awarc of the trans-
condopt function that the Unitoed States Constitution confers upon the
Peesident ol the Hudted States in the spherve of forcipn policy.

At the moctings we have held here din Washington these past few days

the exceptionad understandiag and respect that have survounded the Secre-

[

tary off State, Dr. Henvy Kissinger, have boen evident. 1 take pleasure

in - aplasizing



the exceptional human and intellectua] quatities which have earned him a
well-deserved rcputdtinn.in the world. We have.hopos, and T want to staie it,
that under your wise and expert guidence, Mr. Predgident, the separate

institutional powers, -the Administration and the Congress, will join us in

vanoving the obstacles now blocking the roud we must travel to streagthen

a community of free and friendly countrvics in the hewisphore, countries

whose institutions aml synbols have been renawed. Tt would be unfair of me to

not mention here the offorts undertaken by the U.S. and Panawn to reach a
constructive scttlement to ihe so-called Panama Canal question.  This is an example
of what must be done and what could be cxpected of the decjsion to confront |
problems with a new spivit, so that we will be able to face together, as the

pood ncighbors we have been and the good riends we wish to be, the great
challenges that the fultwre bolds in store for us.

Such are the vows 1 am formulating on behall of the Fereign Ministers of
America, and these are the vows of friendly and loyal cowntrics, whose representutives
take great pleasurce now in wishing, through my person, much prosperity forv
the great people of the United States and in expressing the hope that
the Tutelar God of American democracy will guide you, Mr. President, at the

helm of your government.

-



May 12, 1975

OAS/CUBA BACKGROUND

FYI:A

OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: The OAS continued its closed sessions on
Saturday. Friday the U.S. Trade Act and Uruguayan concern with regard
to high prices of commodities were discussed. The mood of the meetings
~ thus far has been friendly and constructive though often critical of the
U.S. Saturday, the reform of the Inter-American System was discussed
and a joint statement agreed on between us and Panama relating to
negotiations was read which reiterated the objective of reaching an
agreement eliminating the causes of conflict between the two countries.
It pointed out that while substantial progress has been made in the nego-
tiations, fundamental subjects remainto be negotiated. Today will
also be a closed session. END FYI, .

The following exchange took place between Sec. K1ss1nger and
reporters Saturday afternoon (roughly verbatim):

Q. Why is Cuba not an issue with this conference?
A, I think we have a general understanding of where we are

goings that is why it is not taking prominence.

Q. What is that understanding?

A, I think we better leave a little room for secret diplomacy.
Q. Is there a scenario outlined for handling this problem?
A, I have the impression there is, and I think it will become

apparent during the session.



iy

Q. Does this indicate early action toward renewing........
A, I don't want to go into it until this group here has taken
action on it.

# # # #

The above exchange apparently refers to OAS procedures and plans
for lifting sanctions against Cuba. For details of OAS meetings,
pro cedures and probable decisions refer to the State Department.
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June 16, 1975

U.S. POLICY TOWARDS OAS CUBA SANCTIONS

In his interview with 1L'Express the President said that whatever
the decision of the OAS on sanctions atainst Cuba our attitude is
that "we will continue the boycott by the U. S. until there is some
change in policy by Cuba toward the United States.'" Premier
Fidel Castro has indicated a willingness to seek impro vement

of relations with the U. S.; therefore what changes would the
President like to see in Cuba's policy and attitude?

U, S. policy has been and continues to be that any change in
U. S, -Cuban relations depends upon the wﬂlmgn$_ss of the Cuban

government to demonstrate by concrete-peliay-cbangm

ewa that it seeks an improvement in relations with the United
States. To date, we see no emM.





