The original documents are located in Box 122, folder “Foreign Relations Committee
(Senate)” of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.
Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Digitized from Box 122 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH THE
SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Q.
What was the President's reaction to his meeting yesterday afternoon
with members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee? Reports indicate
that they are strongly opposed to providing the President with the $ 7Z2
million he has requested.

A.

The meeting that took place yesterday was the first of its

kind in over 50 years and while some of the Congressional members
present expressed varying degrees of opposition to the President's
program. the President welcomed this frank and forthright discus sian
in the interest of working closely with the Congress -- an interest he
expressed clearly in his speech on AprillO -- on the Indochina crisis.

The President's request for urgently needed assistance to
Vietnam is now with the Congress.

He has received indications that

timely consideration will be given to his request in view of the gravity
of the situation in Vietnam and the implications for Americans and
American foreign policy.

The President will continue to work for the enactment of
the legislation he sent to Congress on an urgent

b~sis

and to give his

full support to the efforts of the South Vietnamese in their current
struggle.

