
The original documents are located in Box 121, folder “Walters, Vernon” of the Ron 
Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



WALTERS RESIGNATION 

The White House today announced that E. Henry Knoche will 
be the new Deputy Director of the CIA, suceeding Vernon Walters, 
who is resigning (see attached release.) 

Q. Is Walters being fired or eased out? 

A. Absolutely not. We talked with George Bush this morning 
and here is the story as I understanding it: 

When Bush was appointed by the President to head the CIA, 
Walters came to Bush and expressed his support of the new 
director, but at the same time, said he would be retiring 
from the Army on June 30 and resigning for his CIA job at 
the same time. This wa'S done, as I understand it, to give 
George Bush time to pick his own deputy. 

Q. Why was Walters' resignation announced this way? Why is there 
no exchange of letters? 

A. Since Walters' June 30 retirement date is fast approaching, 
the Vlhite House felt it was important to announce the President's 
intention to nominate Mr. Knoche and get the nominate before 
the Senate, so the hearing and confirmation process could start 
with an eye toward completing it in time for the 
new Deputy to be on the Job by June 30. We should have an 
exchange of letters in a few days. 

Q. How does the President and George Bush feel about General 
Walters? 

A. They have the highest regard for the General and for the 
job he has done at the CIA and for the country. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 22, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President today announced his intention to nominate E. Henry Knoche, 
of Fairfax, Virginia, to be Deputy Director of Central Intelligence. He 
will succeed Lieutenant Gene ··al Vernon Anthony Walters, United States 
Army, who is resigning. Mr. Knoche has been Associate Deputy to the 
Director of Central Intelligence since 1975. 

Born on January 14, 1925, in Charleston, West Virginia, Mr. Knoche 
received his A. B. degree from Washington and Jefferson College in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Knoche joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 1953 as an intelligence 
analyst specializing in political and military affairs. From 1962 to 1967, 
he was Special Assistant to the Director and Deputy Director of Central 
Intelligence. He became Executive Director of the National Photographic 
Interpretation Center in 1967. He became Deputy Director of the CIA's 
planning and budgeting activities in 1969 and was named Deputy Director of 
the Office of Current Intelligence during 1970. From 1972 to 1975, he was 
responsible for several of the Agency's areas including the Intelligence 
Directorate 1 s Office of Strategic Research¥ until his appointment as Associate 
Deputy. 

Mr. Knoche is married to the former Angie Papoulas and they have five 
sons. 
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