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SUICIDE OF JAMES HOWE 4/11/75 

Was Nancy Howe under investigation by the White House at the 
time of her husband's death? 

Some questions had been raised by newspaper reporters about 

a vacation taken by the Howe family. The Legal Counsel's office 

was inquiring into the matter to ascertain the facts. However, 

I would not characterize this as an investigation. 

Did anyone in the Legal Counsel's office talk to any members of 
the Howe family regarding their relationship with Tong Sun Park? 

Yes, in the course of establishing the facts, Mr. Buchen did talk 

to members of the family. (FYI - Buchen talked to James Howe 

and Lise, their daughter. He has not talked to Nancy Howe). 

Mrs. Howe has not reported for work this week. Has she been 
suspended? 

No, there is no change in her status as Personal Secretary to 

Mrs. Ford. (FYI: She did work on Monday, but has been off since) 

How did the President and Mrs. Ford find out about the shooting? 

The President was informed by a staff member and he subsequently 

told Mrs. Ford (FYI ONLY: The President was told before the speech, 

but did not tell Mrs. Ford for about four hours. Therefore, you should 

avoid getting into specific times.) 

Has there been any violation of the law or of the White House 
Code of Ethics? 

No conclusion has been reached. 
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Is the Washington Post story generally accurate? 

I don't know what all the facts are, so I am not in a position_ to 

confirm or deny it. 

Will you tell us when the Legal Counsel's office has completed 
its inquiry? 

Yes, I would expect that we would have some report for you on 

'that. 

How was the White House informed of the shooting? 

I understand tm t the daughter called into the White House switch .. 

board when she was trying to get an ambulance. The switchboard 

notified a member of the White House staff who subsequently informed 

the President. (FYI ONLY: The switchboard notified Dick Kaiser 

who in turn called Dick Cheney. Don Rumsfeld informed the President). 
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