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SUBJECT: 

October 8, 1974 

SENATE TERMINATES •EMERGENCY• 
POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT 

The Senate yesterday approved the National Emergency Act which 
terminates four states of emergency imposed by Presidents since 
1933, repeals ten emergency related laws, and suspends 460 other 
laws that have given extraordinary powers to the Executive Branch. 

Does the President support the Senate action in approving the 
National Emergency Act? 

GUIDANCE: We do strongly support the bill. President Ford 
did meet with Senators Mathias and Church prior to their 
introduction ofthe legislation, and the Administration 
has been working with the Senate Committee staff on 
the details of the bill. 

Doesn't passage of this Act greatly curtail the powers of the 
President? 

GUIDk~CE: The Congress is not repea1ing the emergencies but 
merely deactivating them. We feel this removes 
uncertainties, ambiguities, and confusion. As you 
know, we have at the present time, emergencies 
existing that were proclaimed by Presidents in 1933, 
1950, 1970, 1971, and never repealed. Having these 
emergencies on the books and not really understanding 
which laws have been triggered by these emergencies, 
and which haven't, leaves us with a very antiguated 
and out-of-date system. We are pleased by the action 
by the Senate and will work with the House to assure 
passage. 

Under what authority could the President imoose export controls? 

GUIDANCE: Section Sb of the Trading with the Enemy Act is 
exempted from the Senate action yesterday and 
will remain in effect and the emergencies relating 
to this section will not be repealed or deactivated. 
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