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CA~C~R

AGENTS IN DRINKING WATER

Question:
What is the Administrat ion doing about the reports that there are cancer
causing agents in the New Orleans drinking water?
Answer:
The United States Environmental Protection Agency is undertaking , beginning
immediately, a nationwide study to determine the concentrati on and potential
effect of certain organic chemicals in drinking water. This is in direct
response to the situation in New Orleans.
Although this does not appear to be a new problem, inasmuch as the chemical
agents have apparently been in the water for a considerabl e period of time,
until recently chemical methods of analysis have not been sufficientl y sensitive
to detect them. Recent improvements in these techniques brought the light to the
current situation.
with EPA will be experts from the National Cancer Institute and HEW.
Some have indicated that chlorine may be a cause of these cancer-prod ucing
agents, however, EPA Administrat or Train has stated that, based on current
knowledge, the benefits of chlorinatio n far outweigh the potential harmful
effects of compounds that may be created by the process.
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