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BLACK LUNG

Q. The House of Representatives this week passed a
measure to increase black lung benefits to miners
and their families. Will you support this measure?

A. I think it is important to note that under existing
law about % million beneficiaries are already
receiving about $1 billion a year from the Federal
government in the way of black lung benefits. So
we are already making a substantial contribution
to those miners who were disabled by black lung and
to the families of miners who have died and who had
black lung.

The problem with the legislation which was recently
passed by the House is that it would provide assis-
tance to miners even where there is no proof of
disability. It would create an irrebutable presump-
tion that if you work a certain number of years you
are entitled to black lung benefits. -

It is important to provide assistance to those who

are disabled by black lung. But is it fair to other
working men and women to ask them to support increased
payments without requiring evidence of black lung
disease?

Background

The Black Lung bill passed the House by a vote of 210-
183 on March 2. The bill was subsequently referred to
the Labor and Public Welfare Committee in the Senate.

In addition to the notion of the irrebutable presumption
of disability after 30 years (25 years in an anthracite
mine) the bill would establish a new, permanent Federal
role in compensation through a trust fund in the Treasury,
although there would be no direct Federal expenditure

to support this trust fund.

The bill in reality creates a pension, not a disability
benefit.
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The bill would also require the Social Security Adminis-
tration to re-open 180,000 previously adjudicated claims.
Estimates vary, but the cost of the bill to the Federal

government over the five years of Federal payments would
be at least $800 million.
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SUBJECT: BLACK LUNG BILL

Today H.R. 10760, the Black Lung Benefits Reform Act of
1975, comes before the House of Representatives for a vote.
It is expected to pass easily, and there is some guestion

as to whether we would have enough support to sustain
a veto.

How does the President feel about the Black Lung Legislation
before the House?

GUIDANCE: While the aim of the legislation--to assist miners
who have been disabled by disease--—-is commendable,
the actual effect of the bill would be to create
an automatic federal handout to anyone who has
worked in the mines for 30 years or more, even
if no disability exists.

The President is certainly in favor of disability
payments to miners who have become disabled be-
cause of their work. About 1/2 million bene-
ficiaries are already receiving about $1 billion
under existing Black Lung legislation. But to
authorize another $200 million for miners dis-
ability benefits without requiring evidence of
black lung disease 'is just not fair or reasonable.

Will the President veto the bill?

GUIDANCE: We won't know that until we see what happens in
the Senate.
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