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MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

JIM SHUMA~ 

March 3, 1976 

THE PREsrUJ,s INTERVIEW WITH FLORIDA EDITORS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The following may come up in the President's interview, 
in addition to the questions on which he has already been briefed: 

+JUDGESHIP -- Central Florida papers today are @e):rying 
a story saying that Circuit Court Judge Elizabeth Kovachevich, 39, of 
St. Petersburg will be named to the vacant federal judgeship. This 
story has raised questions by Florida's two Democratic Senators 
of politics; they charge the President is trying to influence the/) 
primary election. The story of the alleged appointment was leafked 
by Paula Hawkins, a Republican National Committeewoman and 'ttate 
Public Utilities Commissioner. She said the President spoke with 
her about it in Orlando, and then virtually confirmed it last Thursday 
at a White House reception. Both Chiles and Stone, the two U.S. 
Senators, are saying they will oppose the nomination, because it 
did not go through the Nominating Commission, a group they had 
set up to insure bi-partisan nominations. 

The President may be asked if he is using his power as 
President to try to influence the election. 

+DISTORTING REAGAN'S RECORD -- Tommy Thomas, 
Reagan's Florida campaign manager, charged in an interview 
yesterday that the President has been fl.istorting Ronald Reagan's 
record as Governor of California, and his position on social 
security. He ~ wants Reagan to abandon the Eleventh Commandment. 

There may be a question on whether the President has 
distorted the record, and on how he will con duct his campaign if 
Reagan begins to fight back. (Information on wht!ther Reagan will 
fight back is contradictorty. Reagan is scheduled to make a speech 
in Florida Thursday night. Reporters have told our PFC people 
that it will be a hard-hitting attack on detente) 

~Also, Charles Colson has been in Florida saying he 
believew it is a shame that the President has not bothered to listen 
to Richard Nixon's report on China. 

Digitized from Box 46 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EDITORIAL PROFILE 
FOR 

PRESIDENT'S INTERVIEW BY FLORIDA NEWSPAPER EDITORS 

JACKSONVILLE JOURNAL: 

Abortion 

"The abortion is sue is doing nothing in the presidential race but confusing 
the public by diverting attention from relevant issues. A president should 
be chosen on the basis of his position on issues over which the office may 
exercise some actual influence." 

2/5/76 

Concorde 

"In granting temporary permission to British and French airlines to fly 
their new supersonic transports into and out of New York and Washington, 
U.S. Transportation Secretary William Coleman Jr. has acknowledged 
that the 20th Century is here to stay, which is more than his critics will 
admit. The secretary has taken into account, moreover, the undeniable 

. fact that the United States does not live in isolation, and that it must have 
due regard for its allies and for the technological and economic realities." 

2/6/76 

Daniel Schorr 

"Schorr admitted all, but had some critical things to say concerning 
his fellow journalists for telling on him. • • Well, Daniel Schorr should 
know as well as anyone that the one overriding 'common interest' that 
journalists share is the desire to tell just ab:mt all they know. Dan must 
have forgotten that; now his memory has been rudely refreshed." 

2/17/76 

Public Works Bill 

"Senate refusal to override President Ford's veto of the $6. 1 billion 
public works jobs bill writes a fitti:rg end to legislation Mr. Ford correctly 
described as 'little more than an election year pork barrel.' ••• That 
Mr. Ford and the Senate were prepared in this election year to choose 
the proper but stonier path, which must be followed if there is to be 

genuine economic recovery, speaks well for both. 11 

2/21/76. 
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Florida Primary 

In calling Florida voters to the polls on March 9, the editors mention: 
"Psychologically, the Florida primary will have considerable impact 
also, partly because it will be the first real contested primary between 
the two Republican candidates--President Ford and Ronald Reagan--after 
New Hampshire, and also because the state has. a much more cosmo­
politan population, and may better mirror America, than that rural New 
England state. What all this leads up to is that Florida voters will be 
carrying a considerable responsibility in the primary. Their votes will 
not only be important in expressing their preference, but also in helping 
to shape the events which will be played out following the primary here. 
The percentage of Florida voters participating in recent elections has not 
been outstanding, to say the least. It would be regrettable if that record 
is not improved upon in the March 9, primaries. 11 

2/26/76 

De-Regulation of Natural Gas 

"It is recognized that this would probably mean higher prices for natural 
gas. But these would have a desirable long-term effect by encouraging 
greater efforts to locate new natural gas supplies, and, pending that 
development, discouraging the waste of an irreplaceable natural resource. 
Given an opportunity to adjust to free market forces, in other words, the 
consumption of natural gas would b~ brought back into reasonable balance 
with that of the other major fuel sources •.• More than anything else, 
what has brought us to our present economic state is that increasingly 
over the past several years political judgments have been substituted 
for sound economic principle. The House action on the natural gas 
decontrol bill is another such attempt. 11 

2/9/76 
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FLORIDA TIMES UNION 

Detente 

In commenting on Leonid Brezhnev's opening remarks to the 25th 
Communist Party Congress, the editors point out: "The fact that 
Brezhnev delivered the speech ..• makes suspect the persistent 
rumors, over the past two years, that ill health would force him to 
step down •.• Speculation remains, however, as to how the Russian 
insiders really regard detente ••. Detente surely is preferable to 
'eyeball to eyeball' confrontation so long as we keep our real attention 
upon, and guide our actions by, what the Russians are doir:g, not .. what 
they are saying. 11 

2/26/76 

Regional Primaries 

'!The current political primary season, in addition to ra1smg the hopes 
of some candidates and dashing those of others, is proving the need for 
regional primaries ••. Regional primaries held several weeks apart 
would enable concentration on one area, reduce the necessity for 
crisscrossing the country week after week and produce meaningful 
results each time. Such a plan would do more than federal election 
laws to reduce costs and enable voters in various areas to have a 
chance to weigh candidates on the basis of something more than casual 
glimpses. Governors of primary s·tates already have engaged in some 
discussion of the matter. It should be high on the priority list once this 
primary season is over. 11 

2/26/76 

Welfare Reform 

"The Senate Finance Committee will soon turn, once again, to a problem 
which has long defied solution: welfare reform. As this year's version of 
the annual (and repeatedly fruitless) debate approaches, however, thf'.r e is 
some cause for optimism ••. In previous years in Washington, debate has 
centered upon various federal-level proposals. One reason that nothing 
has been done is simply because it has been, is and will continue to be, 
virtually impossible to get the representatives of more conservative areas 
of the nation and the more liberal areas to even agree philosophically--
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much less on the actual nuts and bolts of the mechanics of a reform 
plan. It would seem, all in all, that the best contribution the federal 
government can make to welfare reform is simply to free the states' 
hands, to enable all (or as many as possess the will) to make the kind 
of progress which, to date, has been demonstrated only on the state level." 

2/24/76 

Nixon Trip to China 

"For all the official denials to the contrary, former President Nixon's 
visit to Peking is looking less and less like a mere courtesy call by a 
man of whom the Chinese had grown fond. " 

2/25/76 

"Richard Nixon, widely praised for 'opening the door to detente' with 
Communist China four years ago, when he was president, is catching 
it from all sides for returning to Peking as a private citizen ••• What 
must remain a mystery for now--at least to the world outside--is the 
exact nature of the impression the Chinese wish to create, and why ••• 
Judging by what has been going on in Peking, Nixon will almost certainly 
have something to say, and it is a good bet that the White House will be 
more eager to listen to him than it has let on." 

2/27/76 
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ORLANDO SENTINEL STAR 

Russian Aggression 

In commenting on the address by Leonid Brezhnev to the Communist 
Party's 25th Congress, the editors point out: "Success in Angola is 
a signal to Russia that black Africa is about to be impaled on the 
Soviet sickel .•• The Soviet strategy is an investment in military 
aid and technical advisers until they get a foothold or, as in the case 
of Egypt, are invited to leave .•• And that's how the Kremlin honors 
the Helsinki agreement and expresses its 'determination to follow the 
line of further improving Soviet-American relations'· " 

2/26/76 

Ford Win in New Hampshire 

"You can't quarrel with the high score however, and in our book 
·President Ford's 50 per cent of the Republican votes gives him a clear 
victory. That Gov. Reagan followed with a close 49 per cent is under­
standably encouraging to Reagan boosters. But don't forget, the former 
California governor staged a hard and costly campaign in New Hampshire 
and had the support of the state's governor as well as its only statewide 
daily newspaper, the Manchester Union-Leader." 

2/26/76 

State Department Decision Not To Send Economic Aid to India 

"Last week the State Department, citing strained relations with India, 
said the United States has abandoned plans to provide India with $76 
million in economic aid this fiscal year. Said one official: 'The action 
has not been taken in the spirit of rewarding our friends and punishing 
our enemies.' Well, maybe not, but why not? What's wrong with a 
little punitive action against a government rushing headlong into a 
dictatorship while professing to be a democracy, and all the while 
screaming invectives against U.S. imperialism." 

2/24/76 



Bribes to Foreign Officials 

In commenting on the fact that it was information from the Church 
committee which made public bribery incidents by several major 
U.S. firms, the editors point out: "Now that we have published it, 
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for good or ill, Washington needs to strengthen its laws to keep this 
from happening again, and to find and punish any U.S. citizen who 
broke existing laws. We should, however, respectfully decline to 
finger any foreign officials who were on the take .•• The prudent 
course, and the one Secretary of State Henry Kissinger wants to adopt, 
is to leave the names of foreigners in the confidential files and let 
other governments ferret out their own lawbreakers. 11 

2/22/76 

Mideast Situation 

"What has surprised many, and now lends a glimmer of hope for an 
overall Mideast settlement, is Syria 1 s moderation in refereeing 'the 
Lebanese political situation' ••. This suggests the happy thought 
that Syria has the power, if it elects to use it, to curb the excessively 
violent FLO. No doubt this unexpectedly bright development is causing 
President Ford to reassess U.S. Middle East policy .•• Politically, 
a new peace offensive might be considered risky in the middle of an 
election campaign, although we doubt that Mr. Ford would let purely 
partisan politics nudge him one way or the other in a matter of such 
crucial worldwide importance. Mr. Ford should continue to be the 
world leader he is and explore every avenue of defusing the threat of 
a fresh outbreak that could easily ignite a global calamity. If politics 
must be weighed in the balance, we think Americans will respect and 
support a president who tries rather than one sho is too timid to make 
the effort. 11 

2/23/76 

Results of Angolan Situation on Africa 

The editors believe that the situation in Angola poses a real threat to 
other African nations --particularly South Africa and Rhodesia. "If 
history has taught us anything, Americans ought to recognize the fana­
ticism of the Marxist mind. Now that Soviet arms and Cuban troops 
have won their cheap victory in Angola, the likelihood is that they'll 
stay on their subversion kick and try to create more areas of influence 
in Africa. They'll stop only when resistance makes it unprofitable for 
them to go on. 11 

2/21/76 
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WEST PALM BEACH POST-TIMES 

200-Mile Limit 

"Iceland (population 220, 000) has claimed exclusive fishing rights 
within a 200-mile limit •.• The British, who have fished for centuries 
on the banks off Iceland, say a unilateral declaration of a 200-mile 
limit is contrary to international law ..• Iceland is not the first nation 
to claim territorial rights beyond the traditional 12-mile limit in an 
effort to control valuable natural resources. Although the 200-mile 
limit has yet to be approved by the major powers, the British th17mselves 
have acted on it by drilling for oil as far as 150 miles into the North Sea. 
Iceland's case is weakened, though, by its highhandedness in regard 
to traditional practices on which so many livelihoods depend ••• The 
'cod war' is only one indicent in the expanding struggle between large, 
rich, industrial nations and smaller, poorer, less developed ones over 
sharing the earth's limited bounty. The United States ought to do its 
best now to mediate in a quarrell between two old allies. NATO has 
enough problems as it is. 11 

2/21/76 

Kissinger's Trip to Latin America 

"Mr. Kissinger reportedly likes to concentrate on a few issues at a 
time, and in recent years these have rarely included Latin America. 
The basic message Mr. Kissinger is pushing is that the time has come 
for the United States and the Latin Americans to start working together 
on a more business-like basis. This is a commencable first step toward 
correcting the low priority assigned to Latin America since the Alliance 

. for Progress fizzled out. 11 

2/21/76 

Sunshine Laws 

In criticizing Vice President Rockefeller's remarks on sunshine laws 
("The drive for openness in government, however well-intentioned--sun­
shine laws and the like, the insistence that all deliberations be open to the 
public--stifles expression of thought and makes the achievement of com­
promise more difficult"), the editors came out strongly in favor of more 
openness in government. "Even if government sunshine did make the 
achievement of compromise more difficult, which is doubtful, this draw­
back still would be offset by the fact that openness makes double-dealing 
at the taxpayers' expense more difficult ... The more sunshine, here or 

in Washington, the better- -despite Mr. Rockefeller's untimely reservations." 

2/23/76 



Additionally, the Florida President Ford Committee provided the 
following brief synopses on several of the other papers to be 
represented~ 
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Diario Las Americas: The largest Spanish language daily. Their major 
concerns are the Cuban situation and the Panama Canal. The local PFC 
believes that Reagan will really be hitting hard on the Panama issue on 
his next trip through Florida. 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune and Journal: The only issue that they are 
currently fighting for is endorsement of I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endorse you sometime this week. 

Cocoa Today: Normally democratic, but may be leaning yyour way. 
They have a high unemployment rate in their area and are very interested 
in how to overcome it. Additionally, they are much in favor of solar 
energy research being done in their area. 

Fort Myers News-Press: Biggest issue is also I-75. Local PFC not 
sure about their political leaning. 

Clearwater Sun: Biggest issue is also I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endose you sometime this week. 

Pensacola News-Journal: Extremely interested in strong defense and jobs 
relating to defense. Schlesinger was very popular in this area because of 
his strong defense position. Also have commented that no one in the First 
Family bas .visited the Panhandle area of Florida. 



March 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JIM SHUJVIA~ 
SUBJECT: THE PRESI'u;,S INTER VIEW WITH FLORIDA EDITORS 

The following may come up in the President's interview, 
in addition to the questions on which he has already been briefed: 

+JUDGESHIP -- Central Florida papers today are (iljrrying 
a story saying that Circuit Court Judge Elizabeth Kovachevich, 39, of 
St. Petersburg will be named to the vacant federal judgeship. This 
story has raised questions by Florida's two Democratic Senators 
of politics; they charge the President is trying to influence ther> 
primary election. The story of the alleged appointment was lea!ked 

'-' 
by Paula Hawkins, a Republican National Committeewoman and State 
Public Utilities Commissioner. She said the President spoke with 
her about it in Orlando, and then virtually confirmed it last Thuraday 
at a White House reception. Both Chiles and Stone, the two U.S. 
Senators, are saying they will oppose the nomination, because it 
did not go through the Nominating Commission, a group they had 
set up to insure bi-partisan nominations. 

The President may be asked if he is using his power as 
President to try to influence the election. 

+DISTORTING REAGAN'S RECORD -- Tommy Thomas, 
Reagan's Florida campaign manager, charged in an interview 
yesterday that the President has been i:1.istorting Ronald Reagan's 
record as Governor of California, and his position on social 
security. He ~ wants Reagan to abandon the Eleventh Commandment. 

There may be a question on whether the President has 
distorted the record, and on how he will con duct his campaign if 
Reagan begins to fight back. (Information on whether Reagan will 
fight back is contradictorty. Reagan is schedul~~ to make a speech 
in Florida Thursday night. Reporters have told our PFC people 
that it will be a hard-hitting attack on detente) 

~Also, Charld.s Colson has been in Florida saying he 
believew it is a shame that the President has not bothered to listen 
to Richard Nixon's report on China. 



EDITORIAL PROFILE 
FOR 

PRESIDENT'S INTERVIEW BY FLORIDA NEWSPAPER EDITORS 

JACKSONVILLE JOURNAL: 

Abortion 

"The abortion issue is doing nothing in the presidential race but confusing 
the public by diverting attention from relevant issues. A president should 
be chosen on the basis of his position on issues over which the office rnay 
exercise some actual influence. 11 

2/5/76 

Concorde 

"In granting temporary permission to British and French airlines to fly 
their new supersonic transports into and out of New York and Washington, 
U.S. Transportation Secretary William Coleman Jr. has acknowledged 
that the 20th Century is here to stay, which is more than his critics will 
admit. The secretary has taken into account, moreover, the undeniable . 

. fact that the United States does not live in isolation, and that it must have 
due regard for its allies and for the technological and economic realities. 11 

2/6/76 

Daniel Schorr 

~'~Schorr admitted all, but had some critical things to say concerning 
his fellow journalists for telling on him .•• Well, Daniel Schorr should 
know as well as anyone that the one overriding 'common interest' that 
journalists share is the desire to tell just al:out all th·ey know. Dan must 
have forgotten that; now his memory has been rudely refreshed." 

2/17/76 

Public WorksBill 

"Senate refusal to override President Ford's veto of the $6. 1 billion 
public works jobs bill writes a fitting end to legislation Mr. Ford correctly 
described as 'little more than an election year pork barrel.' ••• That 
Mr. Ford and the Senate were prepared in this election year to choose 
the proper but stonier path, which must be followed if there is to be 

genuine economic recovery, speaks well for both. 11 

2/21/76. 
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"Florida Primary 

In calling Florida voters to the polls on March 9, the editors mention: 
11Psychologically, the Florida primary will have considerable impact 
also, partly because it will be the first real contested primary between 
the two Republican candidates--President Ford and Ronald Reagan--after 
New Hampshire, and also because the state has a much more cosmo­
politan population, and may bette,r mirror America, than that rural New 
England state. What all this leads up to is that Florida voters will be 
cc..rrying a considerable responsibility in the primary. Their votes will 
not only be important in expressing their preference, but also in helping 
to shape the events which will be played out following the primary here. 
The percentage of Florida voters participating in recent elections has not 
been outstanding, to say the least. It would be regrettable if that record 
is not improved upon in the March 9, primaries." 

2/26/76 

De-Regulation of Natural Gas 

"It is recognized that this would probably mean higher prices for natural 
gas. But these would have a desirable long-term effect by encouraging 
greater efforts to locate new natural gas supplies, and, pending that 
development, discouraging the waste of an irreplaceable natural resource. 
Given an opportunity to adjust to free market forces, in other words, the 
consumption of natural gas would b~ brought back into reasonable balance 
with that of the other major fuel sources ..• More than anything else, 
what has brought us to our present economic state is that increasingly. 
over the past several years political judgments have been substituted 
for sound economic principle. The House action on the natural gas 
decontrol bill is another such attempt. " 

2/9/76 
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FLORIDA TIMES UNION 

Detente 

Ll'l commenting on Leonid Brezhnev' s opening remarks to the 25th 
Communist Party Congress, the editors point out: "The fact that 
Brezhnev delivered the speech ..• makes suspect the persistent 
rumors, over the past two years,, that ill health would force him to 
step down ••• Speculation remains, however, as to how the Russian 
inside:r3 really regard detente ... Detente surely is pce£e:r2.ble to 
'eyeball to eyeball' confrontation so long as we keep our real attention 
upon, and guide our actions by, what the Russians are doi:rg, not_.what 
they are saying. 11 

2/26/76 

Regional Primaries 

'rThe current political primary season, in addition to ratsrng the hopes 
of some candidates and dashing those of others, is proving the need for 
regional primaries ••• Regional primaries held several weeks apart 
would enable concentration on one area, reduce the necessity for 
crisscrossing the country week after week and produce meaningful 
results each time. Such a plan would do more than federal election 
laws to reduce costs and enable voters in various areas to have a 
chance to weigh candidates on the basis of something more than casual 
glimpses. Governors of primary s'tates already have engaged in some 
discussion of the matter. It should be high on the priority list once this 
primary season is over. 11 

2/26/76 

·welfare Reform 

"The Senate Finance Committee will soon turn, once again, to a problem 
which has long defied solution: welfare reform. As this year's version of 
the annual {and repeatedly fruitless) debate approaches, however, thP..r e is 
some cause for optimism ••. In previous years in Washington, debate has 
centered upon various federal-level proposals. One reason that nothing 
has been done is simply because it has been, is and will continue to be, 
virtually impossible to get the representatives of more conservative areas 
of the nation and the more liberal areas to even agree philosophically--

/ . 
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much less on the actual nuts and bolts of the mechanics of a reform 
plan. It would seem, all in all, that the best contribution the federal 
government can make to welfare reform is simply to free the states' 
hands, to enable all (or as many as possess the will) to make the kind 
of progress which, to date, has been demonstrated only on the state level. 11 

·- 2/24/76 

:=-~i.xon Trin to ChL."la 

"For all the official denials to the contrary, former President Nixon's 
visit to Peking is looking less and less like a mere courtesy call by a 
man of whom the Chinese had grown fond. 11 

2/25/76 

"Richard Nixon, widely praised for 'opening the door to detente' with 
Communist China four years ago, when he was president, is catching 
it from all sides for returning to Peking as a private citizen ••• What 
must remain a mystery for now--at least to the world outside--is the 
exact nature of the impression the Chinese wish to create, and why ••• 
Judging by what has been going on in Peking, Nixon will almost certainly 
have something to say,. and it is a good bet that the White House will be 
more eager to listen to him than it has let on. 11 

2/27/76 
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ORLANDO SENTINEL STAR 

Russian Aggression 

In commenting on the address by Leonid Brezhnev to the Communist 
Party's 25th Congress, the editors point out: "Success in Angola is 
a signal to Russia that black Africa is about to be impaled on the 
Soviet sickel ... The Soviet strategy is an investment 1.n military 
aid and technical advisers w"'ltil they get a foothold or, as in the case 
of Egypt, are invited to leave .•. And that's how the Kremlin honors 
the Helsinki agreement and expresses its 'determination to follow the 
line of further improving Soviet-American relations'. 11 

2/26/76 

Ford Win in New Hampshire 

"You can't· quarrel with the high score however, and in our book 
·President Ford's 50 per cent of the Republican votes gives him a clear 
victory. That Gov. Reagan followed with a close 49 per cent is under­
standably encouraging to Reagan boosters. But don't forget, the former 
California governor staged a hard and costly campaign in New Hampshire 
and had the support of the state's governor as well as its only statewide 
daily newspaper, the Manchester Union-Leader." 

2/26/76 

State Department Decision Not To Send Economic Aid to India 

."Last week the State Department, citing strained relations with India,. 
said the United States has abandoned plans to provide India with $76 
million in economic aid this fiscal year. Said one official: 'The action 
has not been taken in the spirit of rewarding our friends and punishing 
our enemies. ~ Well, maybe not, but why not? What's wrong with a 
little pupitive action against a government rushing headlong into a 
dictatorship while professing to be a democracy, and all the while 
screaming invectives against U.S. imperialism. 11 

2/24/76 



Bribes to Foreign Officials 

In commenting on the fact that it was information from the Church 
committee which made public bribery incidents by several major 
U.S. firms, the editors point out: 11Now that we have published it~ 

p. 6 

for good or ill, Washington needs to strengthen its laws to keep this 
from happening again, and to find. and punish any U.S. citizen who 
broke existing laws. We should, however, respectfully decline to 
finger any fo:::-eign officials who were on the taka ... T~e p:udent 
course, and the one Secretary of State Henry Kissinger wants to adopt, 
is to leave the names of foreigners in the confidential files and let 
other governments ferret out their own lawbreakers. 11 • 

2/22/76 

Mideast Situation 

11What has surprised many, and now lends a glimmer of hope for an 
overall Mideast settlement, is Syria's moderation in refereeing 'the 
Lebanese political situation' •.•• This suggests the happy thought 
that Syria has the power, if it elects to use it, to curb the excessively 
violent PLO. No doubt this unexpectedly bright development is causing 
President Ford to reassess U.S. Middle East policy ••• Politically, 
a new peace offensive might be considered risky in the middle of an 
election campaign, although we doubt that Mr. Ford would let purely ,~ 

partisan politics nudge him one way or the other in a matter of such 
crucial worldwide importance. Mr. Ford should continue to be the 
world leader he is and explore every avenue of defusing the threat of 
a fresh outbreak that could easily ignite a global calamity. If politics 
must be weighe<:l in the balance, we think Americans will respect and 
support a president who tries rather than one sho is too timid to make 
the effort. 11 

2/23/76 

Results of Angolan Situation on Africa 

The editors believe that the situation in Angola poses a real threat to 
other African nations--particularly South Africa and Rhodesia. 111£ 
history has taught us anything, Americans ought to recognize the fana­
ticism of the Marxist mind. Now that Soviet arms and Cuban troops 
have won their cheap victory in Angola, the likelihood is that they'll 
stay on their subversion kick and try to create more areas of influence 
in Africa. They'll stop only when resistance makes it unprofitable for 
them to go on." 

2/21/76 
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"WEST PALM BEACH POST-TIMES 

ZOO-Mile Limit 

"Iceland (population 220, 000) has claimed exclusive fishing rights 
within a 200-mile limit ••• The British, who have fished for centuries 
on the banks off Iceland, say a unilateral declaration of a 200 -mile 
limit is contrary to international law ..• Iceland is not the first nation 
to claim territorial rights beyond the traditional 12 -mile limit in an 
effort to control valuable natural :r-eso'..lrces. Although t::e 2.00-mile 
limit has yet to be approved by the major powers, the British th17mselves 
have acted on it by drilling for oil as far as 150 miles into the North Sea. 
Iceland 1 s case is weakened, though, by its highhandedness in regard 
to traditional practices on which so many livelihoods depend ••• The 
1cod war 1 is only one indicent in the expanding struggle between large, 
rich, industrial nations and smaller, poorer, less developed ones over 
sharing the earth's limited bounty. The United States ought to do its 
best now to mediate in a quarrel! between two old allies. NATO has 
enough problems as it is. rr 

2/21/76 

Kissinger 1 s Trip to Latin America 

'rwir. Kissinger reportedly likes to concentrate on a few issues at a 
time, and in recent years these have rarely included Latin America. 
The basic message Mr. Kissinger is pushing is that the time has come 
for the United States and the Latin Americans to start working together 
on a more business-like basis. This is a commencable first step toward 
correcting the low priority as signed to Latin America since the Alliance 

. for Progress fizzled out." 

2/21/76 

Sunshine Laws 

In criticizing Vice President Rockefeller's remarks on sunshine laws 
("The drive for openness in government, however well-intentioned--sun­
shine laws and the like, the insistence that all deliberations be open to the 
public--stifles expression of thought and makes the achievement of com­
promise more difficult' 1

), the editors came out strongly in favor of more 
openness in government. 11 Even if government sunshine did make the 
achievement of compromise more difficult, which is doubtful, this draw­
back still would be offset by the fact that openness makes double-dealing 
at the taxpayers' expense more difficult ..• The more sunshine, here or 

in ·washington, the better--despite Mr. Rockefeller 1s untimely reservations." 

2/23/76 



Additionally, the Florida President Ford Committee provided the 
following brief synopses on several of the other papers to be 
represented~ 
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Diario Las Americas: The largest Spanish language daily. Their major 
concerns are the Cuban situation and the Panama Canal. The local PFC 
believes that Reagan will really be hitti...'1g hard on the Panama issue on 
his next trip through Florida. 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune and Journal: T:.'l.e only issue that they are 
currently fighting for is endorsement of I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endorse you sometime this week. 

Cocoa Today: Normally democratic, but may be leru."'ling )your way. 
They have a high unemployment rate in their area and are very interested 
in how to overcome it. Additionally, they are much in favor of solar -
energy research being done in their area. 

Fort Myers News-Press: Biggest issue is also I-75. Local PFC not 
sure about their political leaning. 

Clearwater Sun: Biggest issue is also I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will enclose you sometime this week. 

Pensacola News-Journal: Extremely interested in strong defense and jobs 
relating to defense. Schlesinger was very popular in this area because of 
his strong defense position. Also have commented that no one in the First 
Family has .visited the Panhandle area of Florida. 



March 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JIM SHUMA~ 
SUBJECT: THE PRESI"UT'S INTERVIEW WITH FLORIDA EDITORS 

The following may come up in the President's interview, 
in addition to the questions on which he has already been briefed: 

+JUDGESHIP -- Central Florida papers today are ('19rrying 
a story saying that Circuit Court Judge Elizabeth Kovachevich, 39, of 
St. Petersburg will be named to the vacaht federal judgeship. This 
story has raised questions by Florida's two Democratic Senators 
of politics; they charge the President is trying to influence the 
primary election. The story of the alleged appointment was lea4ked 
by Paula Hawkins, a Republican National Committeewoman and 'State 
Public Utilities Commissioner. She said the President spoke with 
her about it in Orlando, and then virtually confirmed it last Thuraday 
at a White House reception. Both Chiles and Stone, the two U.S. 
Senators, are saying they will oppose the nomination, because it 
did not go through the Nominating Commission, a group they had 
set up to insure bi-partisan nominations. 

The President may be asked if he is using his power as 
President to try to influence the election. 

+DISTORTING REAGAN'S RECORD -- Tommy Thomas, 
Reagan 1 s Florida campaign manager, charged in an interview 
yesterday that the President has been ilistorting Ronald Reagan's 
record as Governor of California, and his position on social 
security. He ~ wants Reagan to abandon the Eleventh Commandment. 

There may be a question on whether the President has 
distorted the record, and on how he will con duct his campaign if 
Reagan begins to fight back. (Information on wht!ther Reagan will 
fight back is contradictorqr. Reagan is schedul~d to make a speech 
in Florida Thursday night. Reporters have told our PFC people 
that it will be a hard-hitting attack on detente) 

~Also, Charlas Colson has been in Florida saying he 
believew it is a shame thet the President has not bothered to listen 
to Richard Nixon's report on China. 



EDITORIAL PROFILE 
FOR 

PRESIDENT'S INTERVIEW BY FLORIDA NEWSPAPER EDITORS 

JACKSONVILLE JOURNAL: 

Abortion 

"The abortion issue is doing nothing in the presidential race but confusing 
the public by diverting attention from relevant issues. A president should 
be chosen on the basis of his position on issues over which the office may 
exercise some actual influence. 11 

2/5/76 

Concorde 

"In granting temporary permission-to British and French airlines to fly 
their new supersonic transports into and out of New York and Washington, 
U.S. Transportation Secretary William Coleman Jr. has acknowledged 
that the 20th Century is here to stay, which is more than his critics will 
admit. The secretary has taken into account, moreover, the undeniable 

.fact that the United States does not live in isolation, and that it must have 
due regard for its allies and for the technological and economic realities. 11 

2/6/76 

Daniel Schorr 

~"~Schorr admitted all, but had some critical. things to say concerning 
his fellow journalists for telling on him .•• Well, Daniel Schorr should 
know as well as anyone that the one overriding 1 cornm.on interest' that 
journalists share is the desire to tell just arout all th·ey know. Dan must 
have forgotten that; now his memory has been rudely refreshed. 11 

2/17/76 

Public Works Bill 

"Senate refusal to override President Ford's veto of the $6. 1 billion 
public works jobs bill writes a fittir.g end to legislation Mr. Ford correctly 
described as 'little more than an election year pork barrel. 1 

••• That 
Mr. Ford and the Senate were prepared in this election year to choosK-t~·.,_ 
the proper but stonier path, which must be followed if there is to b~:-) ¥>· ''-.:,,' 

genuine economic recovery, speaks well for both." 

2/21/76 
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_Florida Primary 

In calling Florida voters to the polls on March 9, the editors mention: 
"Psychologically, the Florida primary will have considerable impact 
also, partly because it will be the first real contested primary between 
the two Republican candidates--President Ford and Ronald Reagan--after 
New Hampshire, and also because the state has a much more cosmo­
politan population, and may bette_r mirror America, than that rural New 
England state. What all this leads up to is that Florida voters will be 
carrying a conaiderable responsibility L'1. the pri;-c1a:ry. Their votes ·;;;iLl 
not only be important in expressing their preference, but also in helping 
to shape the events which will be played out followL11.g L.~e primary here. 
The percentage of Florida voters participating in recent elections has not 
been outstanding, to say the least. It would be regrettable if that record 
is not improved upon in the March 9. primaries. 11 

2/26/76 

De-Regulation of Natural Gas 

"It is recognized that this would probably mean higher prices for natural 
gas. But these would have a desirable long-term effect by encouraging 
greater efforts to locate new natural gas supplies, and, pending that · 
development, discouraging the waste of an irreplaceable natural resource. 
Given an opportunity to adjust to free market forces, in other words, the 
consumption of natural gas would b~ brought back into reasonable balance 
with that of the other major fuel sources ..• More than anything else, 
what has brought us to our present economic state is that increasingly 
over the past several years political judgments have been substituted 
for sound economic principle. The House action on the natural gas 
decontrol bill is another such attempt. 11 

2/9/76 
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FLORIDA TIMES UNION 

Detente 

In commenting on Leonid Brezhnev' s opening remarks to the 25th 
Communist Party Congress, the editors point out: "The fact that 
Brezhnev delivered the speech ... makes suspect the persistent 
rumors, over the past two years,, that ill health would force him to 
step down ••. Speculation remains, however, as to how the Russian 
insiders really regard detente ... Detente surely is preferable to 
'eyeball to eyeball' confrontation so long as we keep our real attention 
upon, and guide our actions by, what the Russians are doing, not.~ what 
they are saying. " 

2/26/76 

Regional Primaries 

!'The current political primary season, in addition to ratsrng the hopes 
of some candidates and dashing those of others, is proving the need for 
regional primaries ••• Regional primaries held several weeks apart 
would enable conce~tration on one area, reduce the necessity for 
crisscrossing the country week after week and produce meaningful 
results each time. Such a plan would do more than federal election 
laws to reduce costs and enable voters in various areas to have a 
chance to weigh candidates on the basis of something more than casual 
glimpses. Governors of primary s·tates already have engaged in some 
discussion of the matter. It should be high on the priority list once this 
primary season is over." 

2/26/76 

\V elfare Reform 

"The Senate Finance Committee will soon turn, once again, to a problem 
which has long defied solution: welfare reform. As this year's version of 
the annual (and repeatedly fruitless) debate approaches, however, thE"..r e is 
some cause for optimism ••. In previous years in ·washington, debate has 
centered upon various federal-level proposals. One reason that nothing 
has been done is simply because it has been, is and will continue to be, 
virtually impossible to get the representatives of inore conservative areas 
of the nation and the more liberal areas to even agree philosophically--
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much less on the actual nuts and bolts of the mechanics of a reform 
plan. It would seem, all in all, that the best contribution the federal 
government can make to welfare reform is simply to free the states' 
hands, to enable all (or as many as possess the will) to make the kind 
of progress which, to date, has been demonstrated only on the state level. 11 

·- 2/24/76 

~;i_xon Trip to Chba 

"For all the official denials to the contrary, former President Nixon's 
visit to Peking is looking less and less like a mere courtesy call by a 
man of whom the Chinese had grown fond. 11 

2/25/76 

"Richard Nixon, widely praised for 'opening the door to detente' with 
Communist China four years ago, when he was president, is catching 
it from all sides for returning to Peking as a private citizen ••• What 
must remain a mystery for now--at least to theworld outside--is the 
exact nature of the impression the Chinese wish to create, and why .•• 
Judging by what has been going on in Peking, Nixon will almost certainly 
have something to say, and it is a good bet that the White House will be 
more eager to listen to him than it has let on. 11 

2/27/76 
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ORLANDO SENTINEL STAR 

Russian Aggression 

In commenting on the address by Leonid Brezhnev to the Communist 
Party's 25th Congress, the editors point out: 11Success in Angola is 
a signal to Russia that black Africa is about to be impaled on the 
Soviet sickel ... The Soviet strategy is an investment in military 
aid and technical advisers until they get a foothold or, as in the case 
of Egypt, are invited to leave .•• And that's how the Kremlin honors 
the Helsinki agreement and expresses its 'determination to follow the 
line of further improving Soviet-American relations'. 11 

2/26/76 

Ford Win in New Hampshire 

11You can't quarrel with the high score however, and in our book 
·President Ford's 50 per cent of the Republican votes gives him a clear 
victory. 'Ihat Gov. Reagan followed with a close 49 per cent is under­
standably encouraging to Reagan boosters. But don't forget, the former 
California governor staged a hard and costly campaign in New Hampshire 
and had the support of the state's governor as well as its only statewide 
daily newspaper, the Manchester Union-Leader. 11 

2/26/76 

State Department Decision Not To Send Economic Aid to India 

."Last week the State Department, citing strained relations with India, 
said the United States has abandoned plans to provide. India with $76 
million in economic aid this fiscal year. Said one offl.cial: 1 The action 
has not been taken in the spirit of rewarding our friends and punishing 
our enemies.~ Well, maybe not, but why not? What's wrong with a 
little punitive action against a government rushing headlong into a 
dictatorship while professing to be a democracy, and all the while 
screaming invectives against U.S. imperialism. 11 

2/24!~~~ 



Bribes to Foreign Officials 

In commenting on the fact that it was information from the Church 
committee which made public bribery incidents by several major 
U.S. firms, the editors point out: "Now that we have published it, 
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for good or ill, Washington needs to strengthen its laws to keep this 
from happening again, and to find. and punish any U.S. citizen who 
broke existing laws. We should, however, respectfully decline to 
finger 2.ny foreign officials who "\Vere on the take ... The prudent 
course, and the one Secretary of State Henry Kissinger wants to adopt, 
is to leave the names of foreigners in the confidential files and l~t 
other governments ferret out their own lawbreakers. 11 • 

2/22/76 

Mideast Situation 

"What has surprised many, and now lends a glimmer of hope for an 
overall Mideast settlement, is Syria's moderation in refereeing 'the 
Lebanese political situation' •.•. This suggests the happy thought 
that Syria has the power, if it elects to use it, to curb the excessively 
violent PLO. No doubt this unexpectedly bright development is causing 
President Ford to reassess U.S. Middle East policy ••• Politically, 
a new peace offensive might be considered risky in the middle of an 
election campaign, although we doubt that Mr. Ford would let purely 
partisan politics nudge him one way or the other in a matter of such 
crucial worldwide importance. Mr. Ford should continue to be the 
world leader he is and explore every avenue of defusing the threat of 
a fresh outbreak that could easily ignite a global calamity. If politics 
must be weighe~ in the balance, we think Americans will respect and 
support a president who tries rather than one sho is too timid to make 
the effort. 11 

2/23/76 

Results· of Angolan Situation on Africa 

The editors believe that the situation in Angola poses a real threat to 
other African nations--particularly South Africa and Rhodesia. "If 
history has taught us anything, Americans ought to_ recognize the fana­
ticism of the Marxist mind. Now that Soviet arms and Cuban troops 
have won their cheap victory in Angola, the likelihood is that they'll 
stay on their subversion kick and try to create more areas of influence 
in Africa. They'll stop only when resistance makes it unprofitable for. 
them to go on. 11 

2/21/76 



WEST PALM BEACH POST-TIMES 

200-Mile Limit 

"Iceland (population 220, 000) has claimed exclusive fishing rights 
within a 200-mile limit ..• The British, who have fished for centuries 
on the banks off Iceland, say a unilateral declaration of a 200 -mile 
limit is contrary to international law ... Iceland is not the first nation 
to claim territorial rights beyond the traditional 12 -mile limit in an 
effort to cont:rol valuable natural resources. Although the 2 00 -mile 
limit has yet to be approved by the major powers, the British th~mselves 
have acted on it by drilling for oil as far as 150 miles into the North Sea. 
Iceland's case is weakened, though, by its highhandedness in regard 
to traditional practices on which so many livelihoods depend ••• The 
'cod war' is only one indicent in the expanding struggle between large, 
rich, industrial nations and smaller, poorer, less developed ones over 
sharing the earth's limited bounty. The United States ought to do its 
best now to mediate in a quarrell between two old allies. NATO has· 
enough problems as it is. " 

2/21/76 

Kissinger's Trip to Latin America 

''Mr. Kissinger reportedly likes to concentrate on a few issues at a· 
time, and in recent years these have rarely included Latin America. 
The basic message Mr. Kissinger is pushing is that the time has come 
for the United States and the Latin Americans to start working together 
on a more business-like basis. This is a commencable first step toward 
correcting the low priority assigned to Latin America since the Alliance 

. for Progress fizzled out." 

2/21/76 

Sunshine Laws 

In criticizing Vice President Rockefeller's remarks on sunshine laws 
("The drive for openness in government, however well-intentioned--sun­
shine laws and the like, the insistence that all deliberations be open to the 
public--stifles expression of thought and makes the achievement of com-

'· 
promise more difficult"), the editors came out strongly in favor of more 
openness in government. "Even if government sunshine did make the 
achievement of compromise more difficult, which is doubtful, this draw­
back still would be offset by the fact that openness makes double-dealing 
at the taxpayers' expense more difficult .•• The more sunshine, here or 

in ·washington, the better--despite Mr. Rockefeller's untimely reservations." 

2/23/76 



Additionally, the Florida President Ford Committee provided the 
following brief synopses on several of the other papers to be 
represented: 
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Diario Las Americas: The largest Spanish language daily. Their major 
concerns are the Cuban situation and the Panama Canal. The local PFC 
believes that Reagan will really be hitting hard on the Panama issue on 
his next trip through Florida. 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune and Journal: The only issue that they are 
currently fighting for is endorsement of I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endorse you sometime this week. 

Cocoa Today: Normally democratic, but may be leaning yyour way. 
They have a high unemployment rate in their area and are very interested 
in how to overcome it. Additionally, they are much in favor of solar -
energy research being done in their area. 

Fort Myers News-Press: Biggest issue is also I-75. Local PFC not~ 
sure about their political leaning. 

Clearwater Sun: Biggest issue is also I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endose you sometime this week. 

Pensacola News-Journal: Extremely interested in strong defense and jobs 
relating to defense. Schlesinger was very popular in this area because of 
his strong defense position. Also have commented that no one in the First 
Family _has .visited the Panhandle area of Florida. 



March 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JIM SHUMA~ 
SUBJECT: THE PRESI.u;,S INTERVIEW WITH FLORIDA EDITORS 

The following may come up in the President's interview, 
in addition to the questions on which he has already been briefed: 

+JUDGESHIP -- Central Florida papers today are ~rrying 
a story saying that Circuit Court Judge Elizabeth Kovachevich, 39, of 
St. Petersburg will be named to the vacant federal judgeship. This 
story has raised questions by Florida 1 s two Democratic Senators 
of politics; they charge the President is trying to influence the rl 
primary election. The story of the alleged appointment was leaiked 
by Paula Hawkins, a Republican National Committeewoman and ~ate 
Public Utilities Commissioner. She said the President spoke with 
her about it in Orlando, and then virtually confirmed it last Thuraday 
at a White House reception. Both Chiles and Stone, the two U.S. 
Senators, are saying they will oppose the nomination, because it 
did not go through the Nominating Commission, a group they had 
set up to insure bi-partisan nominations .. 

The President may be asked if he is using his power as 
President to try to influence the election. 

+DISTORTING REAGAN'S RECORD -- Tommy Thomas, 
Reagan's Florida campaign manager, charged in an interview 
yesterday that the President has been ilistorting Ronald Reagan's 
record as Governor of California, and his position on social 
security. He ~ wants Reagan to abandon the Eleventh Commandment. 

There may be a question on whether the President has 
distorted the record, and on how he will con duct his campaign if 
Reagan begins to fight back. (Information on whether Reagan will 
fight back is contradictorqr. Reagan is schedulE;!d to make a speech 
in Florida Thursday night. Reporters have told our PFC people 
that it will be a hard-hitting attack on detente) 

~Also, Charlds Colson has been in Florida saying he 
believew it is a shame that the President has not bothered to listen 
to Richard Nixon's report on China. 
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EDITORIAL PROFILE 
·FOR 

PRESIDENT'S INTERVIEW BY FLORIDA NEWSPAPER EDITORS 

JACKSONVILLE JOURNAL: 

Abortion 

"The abortion issue is doing nothing in the presidential race but confusing 
the public by diverting attention from relevant issues. A president should 
be chosen on the basis of his position on issues over which the office may 
exercise some actual influence. 11 

2/5/76 . 

Concorde 

"In granting temporary permission to British and French airlines to fly 
their new supersonic transports into and out of New York and Washington, 
U.S. Transportation Secretary William Coleman Jr. has acknowledged 
that the 20th Century is here to stay, which is more than his critics will 
admit. The secretary has taken into account, moreover, the undeniable . 

. fact that the United States does not live in isolation, and that it must have 
due regard for its allies and for the technological and economic realities." 

2/6/76 

Daniel Schorr 

~"~Schorr admitted all, but had some critical. things to say concerning 
his fellow journalists for telling on him ••• Well, Daniel Schorr should 
know as well as anyone that the one overriding 1 common interest• that 
journalists share is the desire to tell just arout all th"ey know. Dan must 
have forgotten that; now his memory has been rudely refreshed. 11 

2/17/76 

Public Works.Bill 

"Senate refusal to override President Ford's veto of the $6. 1 billion ' 
public works jobs bill writes a fittir.g end to legislation Mr. Ford correctly-· 
described as 'little more than an election year pork barrel. ' ••• That 
Mr. Ford and the Senate were prepared in this election year to choose 
the proper but stonier path, which must be followed if there is to be 

genuine economic recovery, speaks well for both. 11 

2/21/76. 
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Florida Primary 

In calling Florida voters to the polls on March 9, the editors mention: 
"Psychologically, the Florida primary will have considerable impact 
also, partly because it will be the first real contested primary between 
the two Republican candidates--President Ford and Ronald Reagan--after 
New Hampshire, and also because the state has a much more cosmo­
politan population, and may bette.r mirror America, than that rural New 
England state. What all this leads up to is that Florida voters will be 
ca.rrykg a considerable responsibility in the primary. Their votes --.vill 
not only be important in expressing their preference, but also in helping 
to shape the events which will be played out following the primary here. 
The percentage of Florida voters participating in recent elections has not 
been outstanding, to say the least. It would be regrettable if that record 
is not improved upon in the March 9, primaries. 11 

2/26/76 

De-Regulation of Natural Gas 

"It is recognized that this would probably mean higher prices for natural 
gas. But these would have a desirable long-term effect by encouraging 
greater efforts to locate new natural gas supplies, and, pending that 
development, discouraging the waste of an irreplaceable natural resource. 
Given an opportunity to adjust to free market forces, in other words, the 
consumption of natural gas would b~ brought back into reasonable balance 
with that of the other major fuel sources ... More than anything else, 
what has brought us to our present economic state is that increasingly 
over the past several years political judgments have been substituted 
for sound economic principle. The House action on the natural gas 
decontrol bill is' another such attempt. 11 

2/9/76 
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FLORIDA TIMES UNION 

Detente 

L"'l commenting on Leonid Brezhnev's opening remarks to the 25th 
Communist Party Congress, the editors point out: "The fact that 
Brezhnev delivered the speech ..• makes suspect the persistent 
rumors, over the past two years •. that ill health would force him to 
step down ••• Speculation remains, however, as to how the Russian 
insiders really regard detente ... Detente surely is preferable to 
'eyeball to eyeball' confrontation so long as we keep our real attention 
upon, and guide our actions by, what the Russians are doir:g, not.-what 
they are saying. " 

2/26/76 

Regional Primaries 

!'The current political primary season, in addition to ra1smg the hopes 
of some candidates and dashing those of others, is proving the need for 
regional primaries ••• Regional primaries held several weeks apart 
would enable conce11tration on one area, reduce the necessity for 
crisscrossing the country week after week and produce meaningful 
results each time. Such a plan would do more than federal election 
laws to reduce costs and enable voters in various areas to have a 
chance to weigh candidates on the basis of something more than casual 
glimpses. Governors of primary s·tates already have engaged in some 
discussion of the matter. It should be high on the priority list once this 
primary season is over." 

2/26/76 

\Velfare Reform 

"The Senate Finance Committee will soon turn, once again, to a problem 
which has long defied solution: welfare reform. As this year's version of 
the annual (and repeatedly fruitless) debate approaches, however, there is 
some cause for optimism ••• In previous years in ·washington, debate has 
centered upon various federal-level proposals. One reason that nothing 
has been done is simply because it has been, is and will continue to be, 
virtually impossible to get the representatives of more conservative areas 
of the nation and the more liberal areas to even agree philosophically--



P· 4 

much less on the actual nuts and bolts of the mechanics of a reform 
plan. It would seem, all in all, that the best contribution the federal 
government can make to welfare reform is simply to free the states' 
hands, to enable all (or as many as possess the will) to make the kind 
of progress which, to date, has been demonstrated only on the state level. 11 

·- 2/24/76 

?\L-::on TTi;J to China 

"For all the official denials to the contrary, former President Nixon's 
visit to Peking is looking less and less like a mere courtesy call by a 
man of whom the Chinese had grown fond. 11 

2/25/76 

"Richard Nixon, widely praised for 'opening the door to detente' with 
Communist China four years ago, when he was president, is catching 
it from all sides for returning to Peking as a private citizen ••• What 
must remain a mystery for now--at least to the world outside--is the 
exact nature of the impression the Chinese wish to create, and why ••• 
Judging by what has been going on in Peking, Nixon will almost certainly 
have something to say, and it is a good bet that the White House will be 
more eager to listen to him than it has let on. 11 

2/27/76 
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ORLANDO SENTINEL STAR 

Russian Aggression 

In commenting on the address by Leonid Brezhnev to the Communist 
Party's 25th Congress, the editors point out: "Success in Angola is 
a signal to Russia that black Africa is about to be impaled on the 
Soviet sickcl .•. The Soviet strategy is an investment in military 
aid and technical advisers until they get a foothold or, as in the case 
of Egypt, are invited to leave .•• And that's how the Kremlin honors 
the Helsinki agreement and expresses its 'determination to follow the 
line of further improving Soviet-American relations'. 11 

2/26/76 

Ford Win in New Hampshire 

"You can't quarrel with the high score however, and in our book 
·President Ford's 50 per cent of the Republican votes gives him a clear 
victory. That Gov. Reagan followed with a close 49 per cent is under­
standably encouraging to Reagan boosters. But don't forget, the former 
California governor staged a hard and costly campaign in New Hampshire 
and had the support of the state's governor as well as its only statewide 
daily newspaper, the Manchester Union-Leader." 

2/26/76 

State Department Decision Not To Send Economic Aid to India 

."Last week the State Department, citing strained relations with India, 
said the United States has abandoned plans to provide India with $76 
million in economic aid this fiscal year. Said one official: 1 The action 
has not been taken in the spirit of rewarding our friends and punishing 
our enemies. 1 Well, maybe not, but why not? What's wrong with a 
little punitive action against a government rushing headlong into a 
dictatorship while professing to be a democracy, and all the while 
screaming invectives against U.S. imperialism. 11 

2/24/76 ., __ 



Bribes to Foreign Officials 

In co.m.menting on the fact that it was information from the Church 
co.m.mittee which made public bribery incidents by several major 
U.S. firms, the editors point out: "Now that we have published it, 

p. 6 

for good or ill, Washington needs to strengthen its laws to keep this 
from happening again, and to find. and punish any U.S. citizen who 
broke existing laws. We should, however, respectfully decline to 
finger any foreign officials who vtcre on the take ... The p:::udent 
course, and the one Secretary of State Henry Kissinger wants to adopt, 
is to leave the names of foreigners in the confidential files and l~t 
other governments ferret out their own lawbreakers. 11 • 

2/22/76 

Mideast Situation 

"What has surprised many, and now lends a gli.m.mer of hope for an 
overall Mideast settlement, is Syria's moderation in refereeing 'the 
Lebanese political situation' •.•. This suggests the happy thought 
that Syria has the power, if it elects to use it, to curb the excessively 
violent FLO. No doubt this unexpectedly bright development is causing 
President Ford to reassess U.S. Middle East policy ••. Politically, 
a new peace offensive might be considered risky in the middle of an 
election campaign, although we doubt that Mr. Ford would let purely · ,­
partisan politics nudge him one way or the other in a matter of such 
crucial worldwide importance. Mr. Ford should continue to be the 
world leader he is and explore every avenue of defusing the threat of 
a fresh outbreak that could easily ignite a global calamity. H politics 
must be weighe~ in the balance, we think Americans will respect and 
support a president who tries rather than one sho is too timid to make 
the effort. 11 

2/23/76 

Results· of Angolan Situation on Africa 

The editors believe that the situation in Angola poses a real threat to 
other African nations--particularly South Africa and Rhodesia. 11!£ 
history has taught us anything, Americans ought to_ recognize the fana­
ticism of the Marxist mind. Now that Soviet arms and Cuban troops 
have won their cheap victory in Angola, the likelihood is that they'll 
stay on their subversion kick and try to create more areas of influence 
in Africa. They'll stop only when resistance makes it unprofitable for 
them to go on. " 

2/21/76 



WEST PALM BEACH POST-TllvlES 

ZOO-Mile Limit 

"Iceland (population 220, 000) has claimed exclusive fishing rights 
within a 200-mile limit .•• The British, who have fished for centuries 
on the banks off Iceland, say a unilateral declaration of a 200 -mile 
limit is contrary to international law ... Iceland is not the first nation 
to claim territorial rights beyond the traditional 12 -mile limit in an 
effo:::-t to control valuable natural re5ources. Although tC.e 200-mile 
limit has yet to be approved by the major powers, the British themselves 
have acted on it by drilling for oil as far as 150 miles into the North Sea. 
Iceland's case is weakened, t.lw"!J.gh,. by its highhandedness in regard 
to traditional practices on which so many livelihoods depend ••• The 
'cod war' is only one indicent in the expanding struggle between large, 
rich, industrial nations and smaller, poorer, less developed ones over 
sharing the earth's limited bounty. The United States ought to do its 
best now to mediate in a quarrell between two old allies. NATO has 
enough problems as it is." 

2/21/76 

Kissinger's Trip to Latin America 

11N1r. Kissinger reportedly likes to concentrate on a few issues at a 
time, ·and in recent years these have rarely included Latin America. 
The basic message Mr. Kissinger is pushing is that the time has come 
for the United States and the Latin Americans to start working together 
on a more business-like basis. This is a commencable first step toward 
correcting the low priority assigned to Latin America since the Alliance 

. for Progress fizzled out. 11 

2/21/76 

Sunshine Laws 

In criticizing Vice President Rockefeller's remarks on sunshine laws 
("The drive for openness in government, however well-intentioned--sun­
shine laws and the like, the insistence that all deliberations be open to the 
public--stifles expression of thought and makes the achievement of com­
promise more difficult"), the editors came out strongly in favor of more 
openness in government. "Even if government sunshine did make the 
achievement of compromise more difficult, which is doubtful, this draw­
back still would be offset by the fact that openness makes double-dealing 
at the taxpayers' expense more difficult .•• The more sunshine, here or .. 

in Washington, the better--despite Mr. Rockefeller's untimely reservations." 

2/23/76 



Additionally, the Florida President Ford Committee provided the 
following brief synopses on several of the other papers to be 
represented~ 

p. 8 

Diario Las Americas: The largest Spanish language daily. Their major 
concerns are the Cuban situation and the Panama Canal. The local PFC 
believes that Reagan will really be hitting hard on the Panama issue on· 
his next trip through Florida. 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune and Journal: I11e only issue that they are 
currently fighting for is endorsement of I-7 5. It is expected that this 
paper will endorse you sometime this week. 

Cocoa Today: Normally democratic, but may be leaning ~your way. 
They have a high unemployment rate in their area and are very interested 
in how to overcome it. Additionally, they are much in favor of solar 
energy research being done in their area. 

Fort Myers News -Press: Biggest issue is also I-75. Local PFC not · 
sure about their political leaning. 

Clearwater Sun: Biggest issue is also I-75. It is expected that this 
paper will endose you sometime this week. 

Pensacola News-Journal: Extremely interested in strong defense and jobs 
relating to defense. Schlesinger was very popular in this area because of 
his strong defense position. Also have commented that no one in the First 
Family .has .visited the Panhandle area of Florida. 

~.---·,'"'""""'-::--: .. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NES:w 
FROM: JIM SHU ~ 
SUBJ: Q & A Is' ~RIDA RADIO STATIONS 

Here are some questions that may come up in the 
President's meeting with Florida radio station reporters 
this afternoon, based on stories in the Florida papers today. 

An official of the Reagan campaign has said that 
former Governor Reagan will not pull out of the primary race 
if he loses Tuesday in Florida. Assuming that Reagan does 
not pull out after the Florida vote, how long do you expect 
the primary battle between the two of you to last? 

The St. Petersburg Times reported today that a poll it 
had taken in Pinnellas County showed you leading Reagan 
61 percent to 20 percent. How do you feel you will do Tuesday? 
How do you feel you will do the following Tuesday in Illinois, 
where polls also are showing you pulling ahead. 

To what do you attribute your victories in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Vermont, where you seem to 
have come from behind to beat an attractive campaigner? 

Sen. Helms yesterday was quoted as saying that your 
campaign manager, Bo Callaway, told him your staff led you 
around by the nose. Even if this is idle campaign rhetoric, 
could you tell us how you work with your staff, especially 
how much your staff operates under your direct orders and 
how much you follow their suggestions? 

Do you think it is fair to use the powers of the 
Presidency in your primary campaign, which your opponents 
in Florida have criticed for its "pork barrel tactics?" 
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Other questions: 

*Reagan says that he is ahead of his own projections on 
the number of delegates he would have at this point in his 
campaign. Where do you stand on your delegate totals, ahead 
or behind? (Reagan says he is ahead in state caucus selections) 

*How would you characterize the present Democratic 
Congress? Reagan has called it the most irresponsible he 
can remember. 

*Are you confident that the upswing in the economy, 
which is now clearly evident, will continue and that the 
economy will not turn down again after the election? If 
so, why? 

*Do you believe that we have really whipped inflation? 

*Do you feel the national debt is too large, and if so 
how would you go about reducing it. If you feel it is at a 
reasonable level, why do you believe that? 

*How much influence does Henry Kissinger have on 
you and your policies? 

*Gov. Reagan has said that if you really want to be 
tough with Castro you should ask the OAS to re-institute the 
embargo. Have you given any thought to doing that, and what 
did you decide and why? 

*You flip-flopped on issues such as Common Situs, aid 
to New York, and others. Yet you have been critical of Gov. 
Reagan for seeming to change his position on such things as 
the $90 billion plan. Isn't that unfair? 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JIM SHUMAN 

SUBJ: Q & A's, FLORIDA RADIO STATIONS 

Here are some questions that may come up in the 
President's meeting with Florida radio station reporters 
this afternoon, based on stories in .the Florida papers today. 

An official of the Reagan campaign has said that 
former Governor Reagan will not pull out of the primary race 
if he loses Tuesday in Florida. Assuming that Reagan does 
not pull out after the Florida vote, how long do you expect 
the primary battle between the two of you to last? 

The St. Petersburg Times reported today that a poll it 
had taken in Pinnellas County showed you leading Reagan 
61 percent to 20 percent. How do you feel you will do Tuesday? 
How do you feel you will do the following Tuesday in Illinois, 
where polls also are showing you pulling ahead. 

To what do you attribute your victories in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Vermont, where you seem to 
have come from behind to beat an attractive campaigner? 

Sen. Helms yesterday was quoted as saying that your 
campaign manager, Bo Callaway, told him your staff led you 
around by the nose. Even if this is idle campaign rhetoric, 
could you tell us how you work with your staff, especially 
how much your staff operates under your direct orders and 
how much you follow their suggestions? , 

Do you think it is fair to use the powers of the 
Presidency in your primary campaign, which your opponents 
in Florida have criticed for its "pork barrel tactics?" 
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Other questions: 

*Reagan says that he is ahead of his own projections on 
the number of delegates he would have at t~is point in his 
campaign. Where do you stand on your delegate totals, ahead 
or behind? (Reagan says he is ahead in state caucus selections) 

*How would you characterize the present Democratic 
Congress? Reagan has called it the most irresponsible he 
can remember. 

*Are you confident that the upswing in-the economy, 
which is now clearly evident, will continue and that the 
economy will not turn down again after the election? If 
so, why? 

*Do you believe that we have really whipped inflation? 

*Do you feel the national debt is too large, and if so 
how would you go about reducing it. If you feel it is at a 
reasonable level, why do you believe that? 

*How much influence does Henry Kissinger have on 
you and your policies? 

*Gov. Reagan has said that if you really want to be 
tough with Castro you should ask the OAS to re-institute the 
embargo. Have you given any thought to doing that, and what 
did you decide and why? 

*You flip-flopped on issues such as Common Situs, aid 
to New York, and others. Yet you have been critical of Gov. 
Reagan for seeming to change his position on such things as 
the $90 billion plan. Isn 1 t that unfair? 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JIM SHUMAN 

SUBJ: Q & A's, FLORIDA RADIO STATIONS 

Here are some questions that may come up in the 
President's meeting with Florida radio station reporters 
this afternoon, based on stories in the Florida papers today. 

An official of _the Reagan campaign has said that 
former Governor Reagan will not pull out of the primary race 
if he loses Tuesday in Florida. Assuming that Reagan does 
not pull out after the Florida vote, how lorig do you expect 
the primary battle between the two of you to last? · 

The St. Petersburg Times reported today that a poll it 
had taken in Pinnellas County showed you leading Reagan 
61 percent to 20 percent. How do you feel you will do Tuesday? 
How do you feel you will do the following Tuesday in Illinois, 
where polls also are showing you pulling ahead. 

To what do you attribute your victories in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts and Vermont, where you seem to 
have come from behind to beat an attractive campaigner? 

Sen. Helms yesterday was quoted as saying that your 
campaign manager, Bo Callaway, told him your staff led you 
around by the nose. Even if this is idle campaign rhetoric, 
could you tell us how you work with your staff, especially 
how much your staff operates under your direct orders and 
how much you follow their suggestions? 

Do you think it is fair to use the powers of the 
Presidency in your primary campaign, which your opponents . 
in Florida have criticed for its "pork barrel tactics?" /~·- . 
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Other questions: 

*Reagan says that he is ahead of his own projections on 
the number of delegates he would have at this point in his 
campaign. Where do you stand on your delegate totals, ahead 
or behind? (Reagan says he is ahead in state caucus selections) 

*How would you characterize the present Democratic 
Congress? Reagan has called it the mo~t irresponsible he 
can remember. 

*Are you confident that the upswing in the economy,. 
which is now clearly evident, will continue and that the 
economy will not turn down again after the election? If 
so, why? 

*Do you believe that we have really whipped inflation? 

*Do you feel the national debt is too large, and if so 
how would you go about reducing it. If you feel it is at a 
reasonable level, why do you believe that? 

*How much influence does Henry Kissinger have on 
you and your policies? 

*Gov. Reagan has said that if you really want to be 
tough with Castro you should ask the OAS to re-institute the 
embargo. Have you given any thought to doing that, and what 
did you decide and why? · 

*You flip-flopped on issues such as Common Situs, aid 
to New York, and others. Yet you have been critical of Gov. 
Reagan for seeming to change his position on such things as 
the $90 billion plan. Isn't that unfair? 
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