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PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Q. In your press conference last Monday, just about the only experience 
or background that qualified Donald R umsfeld as Secreta.ry of Defense 
is that he was once a Naval aviator. Do you really think being a former 
pilot is adequate prepar.ation for heading the Pentagon? 

Q. You say you don't want to talk about rsonalit es, and that makes 
good sense. Nevertheless, you al say that th re were no ~ 
differences invo~y:ed infiring Sc esinger and hi ing R sfeld, it ---... __ 
was ~·ust b ·ng--able t:o work- ter with one rathe tha the other, 
which unds to me like a mere matter of persona: · 1es. Is it right 
that e change was a matter of personalities, not issues, and if so, 
why shouldn't journalists talk and write about it that way, as they 
have been? 

Q. Now that you have your own team in place -- changes in Defense, 
State, National Security Council, and CIA -- what changes for the 
better can we expect to result? Mr. President, what does all 
this furor and commotion mean to the people? 

Q. How do the personnel changes affect such major international 
concerns as our relations with China and the Soviet Union? Do 
they signal anything to our allies in Europe?' yrhat is the impact 
on our role in the Middle Eas.t? How will it affect the progress of 
the SALT talks? These are questions that are being asked all around 
the world, Mr. President. What are the answers? 
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Q. Even if there is, as you seem to be saying, no policy significance 
in these changes, it is understandable that allies and potential 
adversaries are reading significance into them. Shouldn't some of 
them, at least, been advised in advance, in an orderly way, about 
these impending changes, so that the shock and puzzlement and 
misunderstanding could have been lessened? We:rn't _we damaged 
around the world by the· way these changes became known? 

Q. Isn't Kissinger going to continue to control the NSC through his 
loyal, hand-picked deputy and protege, Brent Scowcroft? 

Q. Why didn't Mr. Schlesinger fit on your team? What did Mr. Schlesinger 
do wrong that you did not like? 

A. Mr. Schlesinger sherved with distinction during difficult times in 
a number of important offices. But it is important to my ability to 
lead this Nation that I have people on my team who work well with 
me personally and who work well with their colleagues in my 
administration. I reluctantly came to the conclusion that the process 
of making and carrying out national security discussions in my 
adminstration will be more effective by replacing Mr. Schlesinger 
with Mr. R umsfeld, with whom I have established a frank and close 
working relationship. 

Q. How will Mr. R umsfeld strengthen your team? 

A. Mr. Rumsfeld is intimately acquainted with the Congress, with the 
problems of our defense and foreign policy, and with the operation 
and major policy discussions in the ·white Ho'use. He vrill be a more 
effective advocate of a strong defense on Capitol Hill and in the 
highest councils of the government. 
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Q. Why were you unhappy with Secretary Kissinger's dual role? 

A. The Secretary has done an outstanding job. But I concluded he 
could serve even more effectively by devoting his full efforts to his 
job as Secretary of State. Under the new arrangements for making 
and carrying out national security policies, I will seek on a regular 
basis the views of Secre.tary Kissinger, Secretary Rumsfeld, Director 
Bush and NSC Advisor Scowcroft on foreign policy, defense questions 
and intelligence. I believe these new arrangements will best serve 
my leadership needs in these areas. 

Q. Does this mean that the Secretary's influence has been significantly 
reduced? 

A. Secretary Kissinger will continue to have the dominant role in foreign 
policy. Just the other day, he indicated that the influence of a Cabinet 
officer depends on whether the views he advocates serve the interests 
of the country and the needs of the President. 





GENERAL 

Q. ··what is your strategy for winning a majority in the election when 
less than 20 percent of the voters say they are Republicans? 

Q. What type of man do you want for your Vice President? What are 
your criteria? 

Q. How do you expect to get elected when you turn your back on special 
interest groups and recommend programs against their interests, 
such as: the farmers, the poor, the elderly, etc.? 



GENERAL 

Q: In your State of the Union Message you said the State of the 

Union was not good. Is it any better almost one year later? 

A: It's better, but not as good as I would like. I want to 

lead this Nation for the next five years so that my 

successor can stand before Congress in 1981 & declare: 

"The State of the Union is Great." 

Q: In your State of the Union Message your promised "communication, 

conciliation, compromise, and cooperation" with Congress. 

In what ways have you lived-up to .that promise? 

Q: In your State of the Union Address you called for restraining 

the growth of some exi~ti~g. federal programs. Has qny 
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GENERAL 

Q: What have the major achievements of your Administration 

been? 

• 

Q: What are your major disappointments? 

Q: What are your Administration's major strengths? 

Weaknesses? 
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NEW YORK CITY 

Q: How can the United S~z;.lcs pro·.'iric z~ssistancc to dcvclo;.;ing 
countries when you refuse to provide aid to Nc·w York City? 

A: We arc not dealing \vith an either/ or proposition; the 

bvo arc co:rnplctcly different issues. I have made very 

clear my views with respect to the issue of New York City. 

With respect to foreign assistance, v;e provide such help 

not as a favor to another country but because we have an 

hnporta.nt rclationship'·with that country to v;hich aiel co:-.:::E:·.:'~:. 

Our relations with any given co'lmtry and the n1eans chose:1 

to strengthen them reflect in1porta.nt U.S. interest:; i:1 eacl~ 

case. It is erroneou~; to assert an analogy between these 

interests and urirelatcd intern<::.l issues. 

not see the question as a choice between New York and a 

foreign country, but rather whether the aid we are providing 

nerves our :interests. 
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NEW YORK CITY 

Q: How mz~ny bz:nks will 1;c, placed 111 diificulty 111 the event 
of a. New York City de fa.ult? 'What are the na.rnc~ of the 
banks? .. .. . ..... .. -

: : .... ·-
·-:-r- ~ ...... -~ · .... ·.· ... · 

. -:-·: 

A: The fc~dc raJ. b;;~.nk reguL" tory af,cncic s have con c1.uctc cl <· i1 
c.xhau::.1 tivc -:~ 1·cvie\·.,r ·of· hold ii1.z S: ,'of..· i.'\ c\~.r ·York CiLy s c cu] ·itic s 
l·rJ 0'11' b·>r·,t-1· •. ,, .... ;,"tc·J·'' ..,,...,..1 l 11c·~ l··r)!·r·P~l·._,J l·l·'-.1

1
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· sy~;teni oL ;;;_ :dc£c-:.ult hy 1\cw ·YorL .Cily~ .. ·.They-· h?-vc: ccd:c:L:c'.:. 
· thal no nJ;.;_,joJ.' bank would be .. rn~te:rially c:ffcc:ted, a.s c: 

direct: conecqucncc o£ a deb.ull hy New York Ci~y.·.·. ·· 
- ... :-_ .. _ 
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th.o irnp?.ct 0;1 a 112n(:ful of .smaller bz.r:t~:!:l couJd "Lc 
more senou:J, the Fcd(•?<'d Rc~-erve and th~ I'DIC hz-.vci 
adcqu2.tc- n1c: d1 ;;ni s rn s Lo protect ban~ depo sito:cs and 
the b2tnking sy-stem:· 
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NEW YORK CITY 

\Yhat ripple eff cc;t do you expect on the £i!1a.rlcial corr.xsunity 
frorn a New Yo:ck City d e.fadt? 

A 'Tl • • l • £" • l l r • ____ J.ere a.re two r1s...zs 1n any J"Yl2.jOr L'1ancta. revcrsa : ri.nancizd. 

and p.sychologicz.>._J.. : .. . . ..:.,.c.,-. .c:-· __ 

.-- .-
. ·- ·-· 

\Ve have carefully· a;,ses.sed th·e fi1~2.ncial risk--the i!TlDad: o:~· 

the =rn ark e t s, 
believe~ thc5e 

-.ncl. tb<· j'-'lP'' _,_ 0'"' L'..,,.. b·;·~l_.;.,cr sv-rnm- "''1Cl ,,, •. ~ . .. ..._ ........ ,.t. ..__ \...... J....L. t... J.J.- (; . ..o.J...L..::~...._.._...:..> • J ~ ... \...-.J.... -c..::........ ., ._..· . 

risks a:::c man.2.geable. 1-:)?.rl;:ets t.::•nd to di.::-:cc;~··;':-

future events. anc:J to s01ne signi.::i.cant d egrec a poter:.ti2l dcL.dL. 
by Nev.' York Ci.ty h?JS al:.-c2c;r be_en di~;cou:::.ted. These conc:L:.:-;ic;. 
have been coniin:c.:.ed by n·J<lD)f di.~.i.nterested observers. 

The psychologic:J.l risks cz·nno"t b.:: rn.e2.sured. Howe.ver-, it i.~: 

clear that. the dire predictions ;:>.r::d ala-:::r-;-;.ist rhe:to~·ic er:lylo~.-.:;:.l 

by thos~· who sec+ to fo;-cc a Fec~e.r2.l bail out. io1.· l're">v York 
City h~ve e0~b .. 2.nccd the psyc:hologicz.l ri.s1,s. It rcr.:-!2l.~-:1s o£ t:~:-;o:.~·c 

imJJOr1"~Jice tb_;lt e1ll y":";l--!o conCe~.i"l t~eY!lsel"(..res \vitl1 t.1:::! affairs of 

New York City viev.' the situation. objectiv.:;1y. 

In _short, if all those conce1.·ned act responsibly, the: n.pple 
ci.fect -\vould be rrti.ni.:-:"lal. 
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NEW YORK CITY 

CRI:: DIT I.!\: VEST iv:E 0JTS 

0: Are the creditors goir:.g to los~ lheir investments? 

A: Major states and cities have clc£aultec1-bcfore -- for ex2.r::;::< 
Arkansas and Detroit-- and in all these cases the crcc1itor:; 

have received 100 c:ents on their dolla:. Accorc~ingly, E 

N e v,r Y o r k C it y ;:t c t s r e ~; p o n s i b 1. y , e ·.; e nl a t>.ll. y <lll c r e; c1 i l o r:, . ·-------~ 

c·oulcl be p<=!. icl i £ 1'\ ew Y o:r:k C:i.ty oificiz.ls act responsibly l:'l 

handling the city 1 s fiscal affairs. 

' . . 
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INTELLIGENCE 

Q: What is the proper role of intelligence in foreign.policy? 

Q: Has the Constitution been abused by our intelligence operations? 
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Intelligence - SHAYu~OCK 

Q. Senator Church has released details of the so-called Operation SHAMROCK. 
Why did you try to cover this up? 

A. I do not condone the activities which have becon1e known as the 11SHAl.1ROC}:( 
operation 11

• In fact, this activity was terminated in May by my Administrat:o: 
after having been in operation for over twenty years. 

In-order to "fully investigate these alleged abuses, I have endeavored to 
make all the information concerning SHA?\1ROCK available to the Senate 
Select Comn1ittee and the Dcpartn1ent of Justice. In order to ensure that 
appropriate legislation could be developed, if that is necessary, and 
prosecutions could go forward, if warranted, I ordered this information to ue 
provided in classified fonn to these appropriate officials. 

At no time did we seek to make this public or to take credit for having 
term.inated this practice. In short, we h2.ve tried to act responsibly by 
taking effective actions to stop possible 2.bus es ar!d preventing al'!y 
reoccurence. \Ve have done so without seeking publicity. 
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INI'ELLIGENCE. 

Q. You have been dealing with the intelligence community 
problem for some time. Where do you think this should all 
end up in terms of structural changes? 

A. My first priority in this field has been to take firm steps 
to stop any possible abuses, and to make certain that they 
do not reoccur, as long as I am President. This has been 
done through instructions I have given to the appropriate 
officia~and the investigations undertaken by the Rockefeller 
Commission and other internal investigations within the 
Executive Branch. In addition, I have endeavored to make 
available all the relevant information in a responsible 
manner to the appropriate _Committees of Congress and the 
Department of Justice. 

I have also given great priority to maintaining the integrity 
of our intelligence community and the ability of this Nation 
to develop and use foreign intelligence. This is one reason 
why I have insisted that much of the information I made avail
able to the Congress be kept secret, so that ongoing foreign 
intelligence operations, which are critical for the national 
secu~ity, can continue effectively. 

I've also ordered a great deal of study on some administra
tive actions I can take, such as steps to strengthen the 
President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, by providing 
some oversight role. 

I am mindful that in considering the structure of the intelli
gence community, we are dealing with an asset that is critical 
for this Nation's survival. I have closely watched the investi
gations in both Houses of Congress, and within the Executive 
Branch there is an intensive review underway to determine 
whether new legislation should be proposed which would modern
ize the 1947 National Security Act. 

I do not intend to address piecemeal the alternatives avail
able but, rat.her, will deal with this subject comprehensively 
after my review has gone forward in a serious and disciplined 
manner and I have made my final decision. 

11/7/75 
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Q. You have obviously embarked on a course of changing 
some of the key players in the intelligence community 
and bringing one, at least, George Bush, who has a 
strong political background. There is a tradition 

'Of the United States intelligence agencies being run 
by people of stature who do not have a political back
ground; and furthermore, some of the best leaders, 
such as Allen Dulles, stayed with their agency for a 
long period of time. How do you justify your approach? 

A. In my judgment, the intelligence community needs new 
leadership, more as a result of events than of anything 
the current leaders have done. Our intelligence community 
is basically organized in 4ccordance with the National 
Security Act of 1947. That Act was passed in the context 
of the Nation's experience of World War II, and our deter
mination that "no more Pearl Harbors" would occur. In 
the twenty-eight years that have passed since then, the 
world situation has changed dramatically, and American's 
perception of the role of intelligence is also undergoing 
change. 

A recent commission, who has studied the organization of 
our conduct of foreign policy (the Murphy Commission} recom
mended that the intelligence community should be led by a 
person" •.. of stature from outside the intelligence career 
service •.. " who has the President's confidence and " .•• sensi-

.. tivity to the constraints within which an American intelli
gence service must operate ••• " He must have independence 
and high integrity. 

In my judgment, Ambassador Bush possesses these qualifica
tions. 

11/7/75 
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INTELLIGENCE - GENERAL 

Q. What have you done to clean up the intelligence community 
and prevent future abuses? 

A. The intelligence community has served this.Nation with 
distinction. It performs a critical function which is 
absolutely essential for our ability to maintain an effective 
national defense and for the President to conduct foreign 
relations. 

Legitimate questions have been raised concerning some past 
practices of the intelligence agencies. I have moved 
quickly to stop abuses and prevent any reoccurrence. For 
example: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I created the "Rockefeller Commission" to investigate 
the domestic activities· of CIA; 

I collected materials concerning allegations of assassina
tion plots by the intelligence community and made it avail
able, under appropriate safeguards, to the Congress and 
the Justice Department; 

I have taken steps to implement administrative changes 
to prevent further abuses; 

I have ordered an intensive and comprehensive review to 
determine whether new legislation is needed; 

I have· made it clear that I will not tolerate illegality 
or impropriety by any Executive Branch official while I 
am President, and 

I have endeavored to provide the appropriate Committees 
of Congress substantial information concerning the intelli
gence community under procedures designed to facilitate 
the Committees' investigations while maintaining the 
confidentiality of ongoing foreign intelligence activities. 

11/6/75 
M. D. 



CIA - BUSH/Politics 

Q. You have said you want to Clean up the intelligence community 
to prevent abuses. Is putting a former Chairman of the RNC in 
as Director of CIA the way to do this? · 

A. I have nominated George Bush as Director of Central Intelligence 
and head of the CIA because I believe he is- the best man for the job. 

The intelligence community needs new leadership. The Nation must 
have an effective intelligence capability. 

George Bush brings excellent.qualifications to the job. He was 
formerly Ambassador to the United Nations and currently is our 
envoy to the Peoples' Republic of China. 

I do not believe that a qualified man should be denied public office just 
because he served, with distinction, as head of one of our political 
parties. The two party system is a fundamental and important part 
of the political process - it helps make our democratic system work. 

In fact, I believe the intelligence community will benefit by having a 
leader with a background in elective politics. He knows the importance 
of being responsive to the American people. 

I will hold the entire intelligence community to the highest standards 
of integrity and legality. Ambassador Bush reflects these same 
standards. 

11/6/75 
M. D. I. 



INTELLIGENCE - LEGALITY 

Q. Are the current activities of the intelligence community 
being conducted in a legal and proper manner? 

A. I have given umambiguous instructions that all members of 
the Executive Branch -- including the intelligence com
munity -- must conduct their activities legally and in 
accordance with the high ethical pri~ciples I hold. 

Attorney General Levi, in testimony before the Senate 
Select Committee, pointed out that, at my instructions, 
the personal approval of the Attorney General is required 
before any non-consensual electronic surveillance may be 
instituted within the Unit_ed States without a judicial 
warrant. He went on to stress that there are no warrantless 
taps or electronic surveillance directed against American 
citizens, and none will be authorized unless the target 
is an agent or collaborator of a foreign power. 

It is the Attorney General's view that the Justice Depart
ment's present policy and the actions taken under that 
policy are unquestionably in full compliance with the 
law. 

11/6/75 

M. D. 



INTELLIGENCE - COVER-UP 

Q. Why are you trying to cover up the intelligence community 
abuses in the areas of the assassination reports, covert 
actions and NSA? 

A. It is not a question of withholding information required 
by the Congress to carry out its inquiries into the intelli
gence community. On the contrary, .I have endeavored to make 
all of the information available to Congress so that legisla
tion can be proposed, if necessary, and to the Justice Depart
ment to facilitate any investigation indicated. However, we 
must distinguish between disclosure to the Congressional 
Co~~ittees of sensitive information and publication of that 
information which is harmful to the national interest and 
may endanger the physical safety of individuals. 

There is no question about access to these materials by appro
priate officials. The only issue concerns publication which 
obviously cannot be limited to Members of Congress and other 
American citizens. 

Public release of some of these official materials and 
information will do grievous daw~ge to our country. It 
would likely be exploited by foreign nations and groups 
hostile to the United States in a manner designed to do 
maximum damage to the reputation and foreign policy of the 
United States. It would seriously impair our ability to 
exercise a positive leading role in world affairs. 

11/6'/75 
M. D. 
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INTELLIGENCE - CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIONS 

· Q. Do you agree with Vice President Rockefeller's assessment 
that the current Congressional investigations of the 
intelligence community have harmed the Nation's ability 
to defend itself? 

A. There is absolutely no doubt that leaks of highly classified 
intelligence information are adversely affecting our ability 
to conduct foreign intelligence activities. 

11/6/75 
M. D. 
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November 5, 1975 

PALESTINIANS 

Q: What is the United States' position on the Palestinian issue? -
A: We have always maintained that a Middle East settlement 

must take due account of the legitimate interests of the 

Palestinian people. The map_ner in \Vhich this can be done 

is not clear, nor is the timing. A major obstacle is obviously 

the fact that the FLO refuses to acknowledge Israel's right to 

exist, thereby removing any basis for its participation in the 

Geneva negotiating process. Those negotiations are predicated 

upon United Nc-Ltions resolutions clearly establishing Israel's 

right.tc live in peace as an independent state. 
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DEFENSE & FOREIGN POLICY 

FUTURE US ACTION ON MIDDLE EA.ST NEGOTIATIONS 

How do you propose to proceed in your efforts to achieve a 
l'Aiddle East settlem.ent in the aftermath· of the Sadat vi sit? 

Our objective remains one of seeking a settlement within 

the framework of the Geneva Conference, in accordance 1.vith 

Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. Our position on 

the means to this end h9-s always been to pursue whatever 

realistic course was acceptable to the parties and we have 

said we will not tolerate stagnation or stalemate in the 

peace process. As to next steps, 1.ve have made clear our 

willingness to help facilitate progress on the Syrian front 

and have indicated that eventually there must also be a 

resolution of other problems such as the legitimate interests 

of the Palestinian people. 

'\Vill Israeli Prime :Minister Rabin also be coming to the 
United States? 

I invited Prhne Minister Rabin by phone to come for anothe!' 

visit the same day I invited President Sadat. We have not yet 

worked out the details and the timing. 



DEFENSE & FOREIGN POLICY 

Future US Action on Middle E<J st Nerrotiations - 2 -

Q: "What about a meeting with President Asad? 

A: As I have said before, I want to meet with all the key leaders 

of the Middle East, but there is nothing agreed on a meeting 

with President Asad. 

::~·-.~· ..... ~.:·:···.:· ..... ~ .. ••. ; .. ·. ·.:.~.· ::·· .•• :a:-_. .. ·. . . ~. . ... . . ; ........ ; .. ·· .. ~ . .. . •. · .. ;. 
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PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT 

DEFENSE & FOREIGN 
POLICY 

Why has President Sadat received so much high-level attention 
from you, the Vice President and others? 

The question of peace in the Middle East is one of highest 

priority for the United States and the entire world. I believe 

that personal contact is essential !or progress toward an . . 

overall settlement in the 11iddle East, an objective shared by 

this Adrn!nislration and President Sadat. I' have met frequently 

in this country with key Israeli leaders, including two visits 

by Prime Minister Rabin since I became President, and they 

have often visited the Uniteq States in the past. This is the 

first 'visit by an Egyptiat1 President, and it sym.bolizes the 

evolution of the developing bilateral relationship behveen our 

two countries, as well as our common desire to bring peace 

to the Middle East. 

What about Sadat' s attacks on Zio~ism and Israel? 

.. .A..;_.,_., .. ·.::·:·:. P:r-~sit;l~~~ -~~c;la~. _h.<+~. st~t.~d: .P;"U?l.i .. c~Y.:~;n~·l?.·~iy:at_e,.l-r.~is:.·~~P~F~ .• : .. ~ .. ·~· ··> :'. 
..,,.., '•; . • :' I • '~ • ~. • • ._, ·• • •- : : ~ .'. ~ • • ·, • ;, ' • • • • • ' • '.• . .. ·.. . ... · ·. : . . ~ . · ..... . 

fo·r peace in the Middle East and his recognition of Israel's 
·.·. ... : . . •• .. ·'.· • :. • . !' • . ·· .. . • .. . .... -. • .. ··:· .· . •. . .•' .·· .;. . . .... 

right to exist as a state and live in peace within the context 

of a peace settlen1ent. The representatives of Egypt and 

Israel recently signed a formal agreei·nent concerning the Sin<'.i 
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in which they pledged their efforts to work· for such a peace. 

Concerning Zionism, my position and that of this government 

have been clear. We believe that the resolution introduced 

at. the United Nations is a tragic mistake and President Sadat 

is fully aware of these views. 

(FYI: If it appears useful, you could recall Sadat 1 s opposition 

to moves last summer to suspend Israel's UN 1nembersh~p.) 

0: What about US arms for Egypt? 

A: This was among the questions discussed during President Sild2.:' s 

visit, but there 'vas no consideration of a list of specific 

equipment. President Sadat has made it clear that Egypt is 

interested in diversifying its sources of military equipment 

so as not to depend exclusively upon the USSR. He has 

explained to },{embers of Congress why he would like some 
~· . . .. :". ~ ·- ....... . ......... . ..... ··:·'. ,, · .. · ... : .. ·:· . : . . . ·~ . . .. . • .: ·~ ••• • -~·· p : •••• •• • ...... ; •• •• .-·· ••• ,\. ·.: 

... 0: • -~ . ..... . ·- ~ 

military equipn1ent from the United States as part of this process. 

·.: -.,-: ·. , :. ............ :.:.~ . . ·.·~····· .• .; .•. :: .. :: ····· -:· .. ·· .. ;-.·~~:-·:"';·:"..•·f.1:":~· .. ~·, -:~'"··· .. ~"-··~ ... ··· ... •· \,: .. , ....... : ........ ·:~.·:: ... ~:· .... :. ... ; .-;,. .• .- .... 1 r·.··~,=,. 
As relatio:1s betwcer_ our two count:·ics continue to evolve, 

,:_4',,• :.~ '; ... , :·~ : . . i • ;..,.... ,r. • ... : •_.: 
. . . 
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·a:.s·s'nmirig Hie sih.iaticm·in··Hre'Middle Ea:£t ·rern3:i:ns· favo·rat:;Ie·, ··' .: ··'· ..... ; . ,_ .. • ....... ·. ":· . .. 

..... . :.· .. •. . .. ~ ..·.· ... · .. ·· . ··· ... ·· . 

specifically with the Egyptia.ns about the possibility of Egypt 

buying son1e military equipn-:tent frmn the United States. 



0: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

~· .. ····:. ·-,,~ .. _ .. ·.-·,.~ -.. ;:~·..;.,:r.··-··:.·,;~-.. ~ 

3 

"What about the Egyptian-.US agreement on nuclear reactors? 

The Agreement which we arc negotiating will include the most 

complete and careful safeguards we have ever devised. Among 

the nmnber of other features the material produced in these 

reactors will be processed and st_pred outside of the region. 

11oreover, there v.rill be a prohibition on the 1nanufacturer of 

nuclear explosives, even for peaceful use. ·with these careful 

controls I do not -believe the arrange1nent involves the risk of 

introducing nuclear \veapon;:; into th~ Middle East. The 

agreem.cnt in principle concluded November 5 must still be 

negotiated and submitted to Congress for approval. 

"What about Israel, \Vill they object to this arrange1nent or \Vill 
they be offered a similar one? 

Israel has been assured of our readiness to conclude a 

··: ....... ~ ... . :·: .. ;:.~.· :"•. ·-~:- -.~·::~ •. . _ ... '~.~ ·<..-. · ...... :' ;' .. ~-·.\· •• · ·:' ::.;":-::_ ~- ··:: :."' .;·_- .. ·-·.-.. ~:.~.-::-.:·..:_ :. :: .. ·· ·:._- .. : · ....... ·.-.,· ........ ·.-~~-- .. ::.- .. ,·-.··:~·.-~:::·:·::. __ .~.- .... : ...... :: .. • 
·:: •••.•• - •. ·.'" ,_ •• ·,,. · ••.• !·-~ . ·•;: • : .. · ••• • ••. · ..... · .... :·· ...... · . ····.· 't: . ~ ... : · ..... : . :, .. ~ . .. ~ 

:: ~ '• :: .... ... · -~ . . , .. 't ,. -~ ·. · .. · .. ~ .: ...... _·.; ··! ·.- ·•. :· .. ·: . • ,.",•r ..... • ......... <!:'• • .. · -:··· -



Pres idcnt Sadat' s Vis it -4-

Q: 'Ne understand this reactor sale may involve as much as $1.2 

billion. How will the Egyptians pay for this? 

A: There are a nm11ber of potential sources of financing \vhich could 

be considered, and this matter has not yet been worked out with 

the Egyptians. However, there is no intention to increase the 

amount of the AID request wMch I recently sent to the Congress. 

'• =~ , ..• • .;;.r,· ·.: '~ .. ··.,. ·· ••'• '.•, : ' . ·,·,·· _: · . ., ;..\-"i, · ~ .... 1 ' T; •• • .. • -_.~· · J ·: •• , ;.. ~ • ,· , ... ·::· ' .. t a.. .... :.• • .. · ;·, \ .:'i •. i .· L',·• ·· .• ' :.:,. ". ••.! ··~ ••• : •• ·t.-.;~.· \ ~. _ _..; -.!., •. • • .::_ ! ··:~ .< ·.t_"·'·"· .• •.i: ... •.• '·' '". ·• ... ~ .. • •• ·~ _:. ~-·.':,:,_· .• ; •. ·.i" •• •.• •,: _,_4:; .. _ .;,-,.,-,\; 
• '" '"• ,•", ., • ~, :'• ·.~. •' • .•'•, ,: . ;,_ • : _"'• • •• •, ... , • ''I •' ',, .-,_ .· ' • • • "I •' ,· • • ""o , .. r --.. ~ ,. 
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DEFENSE & FOREIGN POLICY 

SITUATION Jl'-J LET':f\.FON 

What is our policy to'.vard the situu.tio~1. in Lebanon and has 
or will the US offer assistance to the Lebanese Government? 
Do you fear possible Syrian military intervention and the 
risk of counter -involvement by the Israe]js? 

The recent tragic events elicit our deepest sympathy for the 

people and the Governm_-ent of Lebanon. Our strong friendship 

with the people of J_ebanon and our policy of support for 

Lebanon's territorial ~ntegrity and independence are well k!"lo\;-:1. 

W c also support Lebanon's internal cohesion and unity and 

hope that it can be restored to its fanner situation of 

har1nonious relationships between different religious and 

ethnic grou[Js. We arc naturally following events there closely 

and consulting \Vith the Lebanese and other governments 

on what could usefully be done to help. We are working 

~rgently to respond to Lebanon's relief needs and are 

encouraging the Red Cross to do like-,vise. 

Vie would obviously be opposed to military intervention by any_ 
• , ''I, • ·, •'• · •'• •. o '

1 :..,• •;. ... ,,;:·.,. •• \,. ,\;'o.": -···~·.J>: ;".,:.,•,;:'(\:,~.~.\~-:~'~•::_::_.'."!•:"~::·:.; ;'~-.tih.·':''.,f:~t:J~...._:,;: '.~·.·~·'~:::~·.\;~~.· ..., .. ,...;,:~-...·_ · ...... ---: ·.··..,.·•·-..;:~-:-_., .. ,,; • .;,., .... :.~.:*.-...:.·:"•,-:.· .. :.:: ... ... ,~·:···:!.·-<~·;:~~.··,a.,.;~.·:~~.,·.,:,"" :··:-~u.~ ..... .:,,""'.;.. 

._.,_ :··· ,·. --- ~the·~-- s-t~tc in Le::Lc..n~:1, but I do not v;a.nt to speculat~ on a . 
":··-· .·. ~ . ~ · .. ·.'·.·-_:.. . .· ... ···._ ........... _. . .. , ... · .:.: .. '· .. .--~ .. :~·-·. ·:·-t .... ·. ·-:_ .. _: .... ·. ~···:-_ .... ·. ···.:·~·-.~-...... . 
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As you know, we have advised non-essential A1ncricans, 

including official US personnel and their families, to leave 
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Lebanon because of the present situation there, but our 

. . 
Embassy continues to function as a channel between our 

two governments. 

We hope that eventually the situation 1n Lebanon will permit 

all Americans to return. 
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DEFENSE & FOREIGN POLic· 

What arc the" prospects of concluding this year· a new treaty for 
submission. to the Conc:::css? 

As I recently noted, discussions with Panama relating to the 

Canal have been conducted during the last three Administrations. 

'1""-he goal of these negotiations is to reach an agreement which v:c'-llc: 

accommodate the interests of both nation.s while protecting our b.:-,slc 

• 
interests in defense and operation of the Canal. We believe this 

-should he: possible_, and we are now in the_ process of discussi_ng 

. with Panama the possibility of arriving at such an agrcerne:1t. 

are a number of difficult questions :::emammg to be resolved 

negotiations are· continuing. Jl~t this stage it simply \VOuld !lOt be 

useful or possible to predict when agreement on a treaty n:ight be 

reached. 

· I have no intention of proposing to the Congress any 

\vith Panama, or \Vith anyone else, tJ:at \Vould not protect our vi !2.1 

interests. Natprally, any tre.at"y y.>e reach will be submitted to tLc 

' 



FOREIGN POLICY 

Q: Secret'1ry Kissinger and State Department officials have said we are 
ready to begin c:onversations with Cuba to normalize relations. Have 
contacts already been made or do you expect them soon? 

A: As I have said before we see no advantage in perpetual 

antagonism between ourselves and Cuba. However, improving relations 1s 

a reciprocal business, and the process was not helped by the Cubans 

when they recently took the lead in hosting a conference on solidarity 

• 
with a tiny fraction of the Puerto Ricans v:hich is in favor of 

independence. There are a number of co:nplex problems at issue bet\':cc:: 

us and the Cubans which \v:ill require careful consideration in any 

. process of improvement of relations ... We \VOuld be willing to enter irito 

discussions about these issues but on·ly on a basis of complete 

reciprocity. I wouldn't '.Vant to speculate on when or whether it might 

prove possible to begin to work out these problems. 

,., .. ···.· ":~ :. : ~; : .. . ~- ........ · ... · .. :· .. ..... .· ..... :. ~ . ~:· ... ; . ( ·:. .. . ·: ...... ;;·· ·: .~ .' :_·. :·_.,.: .· ... : .~. 
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·FOREIGN POLICY 
SALT 

Q: 11r. President, there arc a nmnbcr of reports that the United 
Stu.tcs and the Soviet Union-will·not be able to conclude: a ne'-v 

-SALT agreement by the end of the year. Could you describe the 
status of the nc:gotiations, including the likelihood of an agreement 
by lat~ December, and how this will affect General Secretary 
Brezhncv 1s visit to the US? 

A: As you know, following up on the understa~1dings reached in 

Vladivostok last year, General Secretary Brczhnev and I spent 

son1e time discussing SALT at the CSCE Summit in Helsinki. 

Foreign 1vEnister G:r:o:rnyko and~ also discussed SALT during t!-:e 

_Foreign Minister's visit to \Vashingt_on in September.· During 

these Incetings 1 we mc:..de some progress on several outstanding 

issues. 

'While progress 1s continuing to be made, realistically His 

getting late in the ycc.r. It will take about six to eight weeks to 

work out all the technical details of an agreement even after 

~- agreement is reached in principle.· Thus, an agreement may 
"l 
~ 
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·In this connection, I would point out that the real issue is not 
• ..~.: • : 'J ••• :_ •• • 

I I whether this timebblc or that is being met, but rather whether 

l\ SALT ~grecment in tl~e best interests of the United Slates is 

negotiated. We have made progress and will co:.1tinuc to wor~c in 

-good faith to\y~rd ::;uch ~n aGreement. 

~~"i:"··~~;.. ... "TT::"".,._~ ----~· .. -·"--~----·--·--·----------------·--·- --··---



FOREIGN POLICY 

CHHU\ 

Q: Is it true that Secretary Kissinger received a cool reception 
in Peking in October because the Chinese are unhappy \vith 
our "detente" policy tov;ard the Russi<.ms? 

A: We and the Chinese have never obscured the fact that we have 

views \vhich differ fundamentally on a range of issues. Our 

philosophies and our respec'civc positions in the world are 

quite different. At the same time, we share common perspectives 

on sorne-f\.mdalnent<l;l issues affecting the security and intcrc;3ts 

of each of our countries. We believe it is in our n~utual 

interest to exchange vie\vs periodjcally at the highest levels. 

We firn1ly believe that o1.ir interests arc served by the vario'-'.s 

policies \ve pursue. 

Despite our areas of difference, I intend to seek to strcngthe"1 

our relations with the People's Republic of China on the basis 

. . . 
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FOREIGN POLICY 

CHINA 

Can you clarify the Adm.inistration' s general 2.pproach on 
China policy? 

It is a cardinal element of the Adn1inistration' s foreign policy 

to seek the further norrnalization of relations with the People's 

Republic of China. The Shanghai Cormnunique details the 

basic perspectives which the Administration brings to the 

normalization process. \Ve re1nain committed to strict 

implementation of the Shanghai Conununique. 

. . . ·: .. ·. 
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DEFENSE ~TI FOREIGN POLICY 

Q: Has Henry A. Kissinger bought the SALT and Mid East agreements 

at too high a cost? 

Q: How can you conduct foreign policy if the Congress continues to balk at 

the high price tags on the agreements and assert its rights to play a role 

in policy discussions? 

Q: How can you continue to spend so much for defense when the unmet 

needs at home are so great? 
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DEFENSE & FOREIGN POLICY 

Q: What are you going to do if the UN passes the anti-Zionism resolution? 

Will the U.S. withdraw from the U.N. ? 

• 
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FOREIGN POLICY 

Q: How far can we afford to go in our SALT concessions before endangering 

our security? Have we passed that point? 

• 

Q: What is the appropriate role of the Congress in the conduct of foreign 

policy? 

Q: Is the country becoming more isolationist? Is this good or bad? 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 

You h2lve always !:\ad a reputation for honesty and cand'Or. Haven't you 
now ~~aifffrt"'i'your credibility by your incomplete and evasive 
answers at your news conference on why you made these personnel changes? 

2. Are you now ready to tell us the real reasorryou fired Secretary Schlesinger 
and Director Colby, and who was behind this shake.:.up? Can you answer the 
question you wouldn't answer the other night, namely what did Schlesinger 
and Colby do wrong which persuaded you to fire them? 

3. There have been all kin1./of interpretations of who won and who lost in the 
shake-up. Can you tell us whether Secretary Kissinger has gained power 
or lost power? Was this really a maneuver by Don Rumsfeld to gain power 
for himself and knoc~ down his rival, Kissinger? Was this a successful move 
by Kissinger to get rid of his rival, Schlesinger? Was Mel Laird really 
behind this shake-up? 

4. Does the departure of Schlesinger mean that you have adopted Kissinger's 
policy of going all out to seek detente with theSoviet Union? With Schlesinger 
gone, who is left now in your Cabinet to argue agaip.st giving away too much 
to the Russians in such matters as the SALT Talks? 
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5. Is uncertainty about the policy implications of this shake-up the reason why 
China now seems reluctant to have you visit? 

6. Why did you act in such a sudden and disorderly way in making this personnel 
change? Doesn1t it further the impression of disorganization in the White House 
and the inability on your part to give steady and careful leadership? 

7. Did you expect all this adverse reaction to the staff shake-up? What did you 
expect the reaction to be? 

8. What qualifications do Don Rumsfeld anq George Bush have for these jobs, other 
than the fact that they are your friends and people you feel comfortable working 

with? UR. ~, ~~z~..,;., ~· ~~12)./ .~;1 ~';j C~/U:e."C.._ 
CU- 0- Jl/ o-v7 ~,. 

9. Why did you put George Bush, a highly political man with a strong political 
ambition, into the extremely scnstivie CIA job? Don 1t you think George Bush should 
make a public pledge not to seek the Vice Presidential nomination in 1976 before 
he is confirmed for the CIA job? 

I· 
i 
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-10. If you were so anxious to get rid of Bill Colby that you fired him early on 
a Sunday· morning, why did you turn around and ask him to stay on until 
George Bush is confirmed? 

12. Why did you chose such a bad time to announce these changes, when just 
before the China trip, when the SALT Talks were at a critical stage, and 
when Congress is in the final stages of considering your defense budget? 

13. What is the real reason you fired Jim Schlesinger? Was it his attack on your 
friend Chairman Mahon? Was it his tough line on detente? Was it his disagree
ments with·Secretary Kissinger? Was it his personal manner in dealing with 
you, his colleagues in the Cabinet, and Congress? 

· 14. How do you justify firing Bill Colby, who has tried to be open with Congress 
and who has tried to clean up abuses at the CIA, and not fire Ambassador 
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Helms, who was deeply involved in those abuses? Do you plan to remove 
Henry Kissinger as Secretary of State before the election, and is that why 
you brought Elliot Richardson back to Washington, to have him ready to 
take over the State Department? 

15. Isn't your disorderly administration likely to become even more disorderly 
now that you have put Rumsfeld, Bush, and Richardson into positions where 
they all will be scrambling to win the Vice Presidential nomination? 

16. When you first became President, you demonstrated a .refreshing candor, 
common sense, and lack of the imperiousness which your recent predecessors 
have shown. Now, after the events of the last week, shouldn't the public 
conclude that you are just as secreti.ve, devious, and overwhelmed by your 
own sense of power as any other recent President? Why have you changed 
so drastically in your fourteen months as President? · Aren't you just as 
intoxicated by the power of your office as any of the other recent Presidents? 
Do you think the public really wants ~:mother secretive, devious, untruthful, 
imperial President? 





ROCKEFELLER 

Q: How do you interpret Nelson Rockefeller's withdrawal? 

What effect will it have on the rest of his term as Vice Pres.? 

What effect do you expect it to have politically on your own 

candidacy?_ 

Q: What does the Rockefeller withdrawal do to the Reagan campaign? 

Senator Goldwater urged Reagan to reconsider opposing you. 

Do you think he'll go ahead now that Rockefeller is out as 

an issue? 

Q: If you have such a high opiniop of Rockefeller, if you 

. . ... . 

think he .is doing such a superior job as Vice President, 

why didn't you try to talk him out of withdrawing for '76? 

This seems to be like the Schlesinger firing: He's a great 
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• 
ROCKEFELLER 

Q: Will you continue to advocate the $100 billion Energy 

Independence program that was Rockefeller's brain-child, 

. ·.· : . ,, ·1: .... ... : .. .-.... · . : ..... ~-· 

or will yqu let it die queitly now? If you still support 

it, how do you reconcile it with your call for reduced 

spending and holding down the federal deficit? 
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General Politics 

~· 1. An NBC poll shows Reagen is more popular than you are with Republicans 
and Hubert Humphrey would beat you if the election were held today. In 
addition, two of the top officials of your campaign have resigned. Doesn't 
all this mean that your campaign is in serious disarray, and that you are 
very likely to lose next year's election? 

2. If Ronald Reagen does well against you in the New Hampshire and Florida 
primaries as now seems likely, will you withdraw from the race for the 
Presidency, as Lyndon Johnson did? 

3. Is Secretary Morton going to have a role in your campaign? Is he going 
to become Financial Chairman? Are you going to fire Bo Callaway and 
replace him with Rog Morton? 

4. How can you stick with Bo Callaway as your campaign manager when two top 
campaign officials have already resigned because_ of disapproval of Callaway, 
and Republican leaders all over the country are saying Callaway should go? 

. ·· ..... 
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5. How can yon possibly appeal to the independent and Democratic voters 
you need to win the election when your campaign manager is a conservative 
Southerner and your policies are moving steadily to the right? 

6. Why is your campaign having .;o much trouble raising money? You have 
collected less than a million dollars, ins!ead of the $5 million Packard 
thought you would have by now. 

7. Almost all" your campaign contributions so far have been from fat-cat big 
contributors. Doesn't this prove that you are just like Nixon, and only 

r- appeal to big businessmen and rich people? 

8. Do you honestly believe you can win the New Hampshire and Florida 
primaries? 

... ·. 
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guy but not smart enough and not forceful enough to really lead the country 
for the next four years? · 
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) •. The Wholesale Price Index and the unemploytnent rate both went up sharply 
last week. Doesn1t this mean that you~ economic pol:lcies are failing, and 
that you have no chance of election unless the economy gets better fast? 

11. Your own campaign manager in Florida, Lou Fry, says he personally supports 
Reagan. How do you expect to win the primary and the election when you have 
that kind of person running your campaign? Isn 1t that an example of your 
inability to recruit dedicated and effective people for both your administration 
and your campaign? 

~. How do you explain the fact that after more than a year in office, and a series 
of major steps designed to demonstrate your leadership ability in both foreign 
and domestic affairs, you still have an approval rating in the polls of less than 
50%? 

..... . ... . .. ... : .. . .· .....•. ~. . . ·' . . ........ · .. ·-·· ··... ~-........ . .. ; -~·. 
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. 13. All your travel around the country campaigning has made no significant 
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14. Why have you decided to spend so much time campaigning around the country, 
more than a year before the election, and giving so little of your time to the 
important problems of the country you should be dealing with'as President? 

.. _.,...: ....... ··~ 
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15r-Why do you pretend that all your campaign travel and hand-shaking in the 
...:.rowds. gives you any real opportunity to hear· the views of the people? 

16. How do you expect to be elected when you veto all the programs the people wanl, 
like food stamps, better meals for poor children and pregnant mothers, jobs for 
people, help for the housing industry, and money to improve education? 
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