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QUESTION ANDANSWER 

Recommended by Marsh. Supported by Buchen and the Congressional 

shop. 

Q: Mr. President, there has been much discussion as to who is 

to blame for the disastrous tum of events in Vietnam. There has been 

some reference to your view that Congress is at fault for failing to 

provide the recent request for $300 million in aid. Who do you feel is 

to blame? 

A. Let's remember the real source of the problem in Vietnam is the 

flagrant aggression and violation of the Paris Peace Accords by the North 

Vietnamese. They have invaded South Vietnam. · They have made millions 

homeless. They are the aggressors. If they would withdraw and stop 

their aggression and atrocities, the situation in Vietnam would stabilize. 

By ignoring the Peace Agreement which they signed, the North Vietnamese 

are clearly responsible for the current tragic state of affairs. 

Now as to what has happened because of the aggression, that is 

more complex involving many factors both here and in Vietnam. As you 
r~e 

know, _}have a long recoJ;"d ~f supporting the efforts of previous 'A:d · · *ra= 

~ t_ ~ f2.--&- c~ L 

~~eo!•t'beast J el. I ·am sorry I have not received the response 

• 
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which I had hoped for in my requests for additional aid and assistance. 

Like many others~ I am disappointed that over a period of years there 

has been both a diminution and limitation on our assistance to South 

Vietnam. But I do not believe we should become involved in a national 

debate as to who in America is at fault. My hope is that the Congress 

will join with me in doing whatever we might to be of help and assistance 

to this beseiged country and its peop~e. 
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THE WI-UTE liOOSE 

WASHIItGTOH 

MEMOUANDUM FOR RON N:&.';.~N 

LOU ·.rHOMPSON ~ 

SUBJEC.:r: 

Bedore uu~ Sru· rc!lary bngan bia pretUI (:onference, Jutt l.rliti.D said tbn 
I <tur ~;hi JUil are nfl Nbci Trang aJJd wi U be mo'ring and he wiU give the 
prcc:S.se: loc·ati.on later·. 

&:ctel:aJ'y Schlesinger gave ilD over-aU aasessment of lhe combat. ailuati.on 
;,;.a follows: 

Ct•ul:in~ed dct.ef""ic•ralion in l.b.c bigb.laoda,. Cam itanh Day atilt under 
guveJ-nmc.nl c:onLT.ol,. tsome reduction in cotnbat activity around Saigon and 
l)"•ay Ninh, some increafie })) cmnhal ~tdi\'Uy in Lbc delta but tbe delllt 
rel'Oain~ :n'!l~Uv•.::ly stable~ '.r~o-t.bir.da of tbe count:ry if> lu,dc~r <:ommuniat 
<;uutrul and it. if> a RU.uaUon of historic and tragic J•rutm' l.io)u;;. 

St:hlnsinger said he ez:pectff lbe Saigon dPJ('.Dscs will be t.eated within Lhc 
next. lour weektt or lelia. :::aid lhcrc is a possible defenttive iu·ea armmd 
Saigon and tbe delta which t:an be hc~ld with the present Jt•TctHi, how(~var, 
tcboudl Nurt:IJ Vieblanl dcr.idr ta mo~e it.s uncom.mitled diviE>icou~ soulh, Lhe 
defen~;e of. Si\igc.m w.iU he sevc!rrly &.(:sted. l{e.latively liUlc Jnovemen&. 

- I .-mn North Vietnam but ~eome rwulbw-ctrd tnnvcn'lcDl Cti NVN f>lrategic 
r c:serve poait:ionrt. 

Any Ct1.»n-for-onn replacement of equipthebl. wmlld t.... wb.at we preceive UH~ 
present needs wt,uld be l.c., lilabilit~t.e Saigon and would be <~onti.ngent. <•b Uae 
Preliide.bt.1 a dcdsions ai&.er be re.ceive11 hia refK'•t"l from (~<·DC!ral Weyand. 

Concerning re-inb-oduct:iun ol/uncric:an {or<:cs, Schleainger J'eler.rttd t.o 
the PJ'eliidenl's March 6 t~>talement and Baid that r•o~tition stands. Said 
hu c·ould not. rule out tbe Prelfideul alikiug Gongr~ss to use air power but 
c-onaidered the prcJbabil.Uy of f<iucb a requeHt t.c.t he rclal.ively low. 
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The ~partrnent of Deien&e J)QsHion <•n Lbe use ()f U. :>. Marines ie tu adber 
dridly lo i.-be law oi Augtu•l 1!.. 1973 concerning the c.·ut .... ort of aU couabat 
activity iu Soutbeatot. Asia. 'rb.at law 11f:al.efi lhat participation ia bOt 
permitted ancl if ll. S. forces were plac.:cd in a situation where Uu;:y c:ould 
be dr-awn in&.o cc•mbat, we would be in violation oJ the law. 

'!'he Secretary was asked about pla:nli lo evsu~uat~ Saigon and he said that. 
the Um.t.<:d Stal-es government has emergency evacuation plans f.or aU capitols 
aJ·ound the world and lherc is, or course, a plan lo cva(:uat£~ Soigon. He 
further stated that the !orcee of the United States art~ available for 
e.merge.bt'Y evacuation if requetit.ed hy t.hc Alnhassador through the DC;>pa.rtment 
o! Slate. 

Schle&inger said he ia not planll.iJ>g to go to Palm SpriDgu lhia week a.bd 
uid he is in daily (•ontad. lay phone with the Pre'"ident. 

He wae atdced iJ lJ. S. int-elligence wall faulty <.:onccrni»R Lhe event.u up 
to this p4ibl. and Schlesinger replied that lbe bade i.ntc=lli.gence problem 
w-.-a one i» whic.b lhe preaence of the South Vietnamese forces and t.bei r 
will to light. wa& undereastiJnated. our intellig~.nce concerning Hanoi's 
inte.li.tion.s was relatively accurate in that while a major oilensivt: was 
not plann~d u.nUl 1976, Hanoi f>aid that U othnr opporlunitiea )'resented 
thrunselvea, l.bey W(a.tld take advantage of l.hem. 

, 
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Q; 

A: 

PRODUCF'3c . CONSUMER ~~ENCJ!;_ 
-~-.. - ... 

/_· 

Has the US accepted the French invitation to a. conforence of 
oil producere a.ud conemners? 

s~ r. 
' . :--:·: 

·. . ;· ~~.' 
I ·· .. •• .;.:..,r 

. ' .. .. : :.~'-:;_.~-
The US ha.s accepted the invitation of thP. French Go11,·e-rl1fti~.: .·· ·. ·. 

. . .,.r:~, . 
... ···-··- -·· 

to attend a Preparatory Meeting beginning April 7 in Paris to . . 
.. . 

vi}lanize A formal conie~ence oi' 'oii' pro·ciut:ing and ·coneUJning 

-countries. 

-· 
French President Giacard d' Estaing and I agreed i~ Oecentber 

0 .. , .... .... , 

at Martiniqnt..~ , a d the US ~Uh!>e<luentl y agreed with other cor.autrtu\( 

c:o untdc A in the r d:c r.national Energy Agency~ that a fonnnl Prod~~~­

. ":i:·d;.; ·J: . 
Consumer Conference should he org."lni7.ed in four carefully p~>e~rQ4 . 

. . · . .':···· 
• 0 ~ 

•o · : • .... ~ 

t~tagea: •. 

Satisfactory progre RA t()ward consumer co()pera.tion in enEll'tf'{ 

' •.·:·· .. 
related financial matters, energy conwervation, and the develop:. 

0 ';"':,' O R 

ment o! nlt.t1rnntive energy sour ccN; 

A pr c?ilr;..c.tot"y m d ing to decide un the agenda~ pa.rticipntion ... 

and o thc• proc cchu·a l arranue rnents, for a formal conference~ 
. •.· r ... &..L 

.;t .• 

The intensive coordination of consumer co\mtry podtiona 011 ·· 

is suec to be addrer~eed in the formal cor fer(mc:e; and 
.. ··"to. · .. 

. ;, . '? • • 

A forrnal conference between 
. ·'_ ~ · .. ., 

oil consumers nnd produ c:c:r r:: . . , ~ . . • . .-4;-: . 
; .. ~-- ··· · "" -· . . · ··-··· 

JT&ajnr nil CllH :i ill"rling COlUttriC A on COoperation in the financil.l ar~ _ . . :•J' .. .... . .. ... _ ; . .:-.., .. . 
. : " ... ;,_:"" . ..... -.. -

.· ~. ; ~ . 
• • .L • • ... . =~ :~~!\; ·. 

\ ,. 
'• .. 

. . . •. ·- .• :v: . . 

-

:"'···· . 

. ·• "'· .• 

' 

., 
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.. f,. .. ,.. .. ·.·.-... 
, i ..... 

. . . , ... 
'' . .. . . ... 

. · ... 

and in cc...nservation. At its meeti~g of March zo; the IF;A 
. .. . : .. 

.. .. ··-:· : . . . . 
Governing Board agreed on a framework for consumer country . ... ~ _ ..... 

cooperation in the developme:1t of alternative energy sources, 
. . .. 

.. ·-
Thus, we have now completed the first of the fo\.tr sequenttal 

etttgee and are r t ady to move to the pr~paratory meeting. 

Tiw April 7 meeting will be purl~ly procedural in natul"c. 

It will decide on the agenda and other procedural ql.leationp .t"tlla.":b~~ 

' 
to -the- f<}r·n1al-conforcnoc-.-- -It-will not involve any a\Lbatantivo ditlc~ wl~ 

I 1 ..... . . -
of the world energy situation. [FYI. We expoct that 1he rt'lce.ttn;z: ·_ 

will last appr_Q.xim~telv. qpe week, The US dclcl!afic.:m w'H 'be }lj~~--Q 

at the opening of the meeting by Charles w·. Robir_son, Undor 

Secret. ry of State for Economic Affairs,] 

-

_, ' .. ... .... 

. ··~ ··: 

. .. ~ . .. .. . ' 
• I'~'. ~ \ o • 

•••• 0 -.• . . .. ~· .. 
. .7 •. , : .• 

~ : ...... . ·~ . - -·: 
• 

....... # \. f .... 

"' • .... o4 •• t;. .• 
. .._ ... ,...-, .... . ... . , . . 

' 
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¥' \ "' ... "-

AMJ•~.KH;AN:3 IN M!!,;XICAN .TAU ... ~ 

\ 

Tl1crc arc Tnany A1n~rir...ma in jai! in Mexico. Con(;r~~~~:n1an Stat:k 
ha.-; chi).1'gcd that they ar\! cfte-n hdd incorrununic:ldo, n'i.streated or 
c~vim (;<wtat•cd, &uhj(::ct•:cl to exto:::Hon. d£nicd rights even under 
'-::< .• ·,., tn !<~w, and thai: lhl! U.S. Govcrrunent is doing very little about 
H. C n you tell us what th~ Gov r~~utnent is duing. 

·------ -------- --------- .... --. ----~~ 
e r .· 

I can assurn you th<l.t we recognize an1l c~rry out uur responsibilities 
for the prot~ction and wdf~1.rc o( Atx"lcrican~:~ Clbroad tu thn fullest 
('xtcrtt pnssible. Ou.r Erilbcu;sy and Consulate~ in Mexico :\.rc n1.~lng 
Pvw•-y poo·cibl.:o. o£fot<t to t •:-nclo\" £\})prnpric.t~ Cl.~lli.:tto.nc<"l tv prla<:·l.l~~ e• 

r • L' < ts , tu inv<'!stig:l.tc cha.J: gcs of any n1b1trcatment. When such ,. 
, Jurges appe;1r woll-fom~dc-d t.hcy artt brou~ht to the utt:r.ntion o£ 
thP. :. 1exican authoritie e. 

-
.. 

. . . . 

. .. . .. 

• • ,f .... . . .. 

_., ... 
• !."-•• 

., 
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Further Background In!ortnation 

Ccngrt!u~ma.n Fortney ~tark (D. -Calif.) introdt.H;I!q House Ra~olutlon 313 
'-thich has been rt:f~rl"ed to the House Conunittcc on Foreign Affairs. 
·.~.·he Committee has rr.fe r rl~d this Res nlutinn to lht.J appr()priate BubcornnU.~teu 
for hca1 L gs which have not yet been hold. The r~:solution :requests certain 
in~ormatian c(', lcct·nin!J A1ncricans iTnprtBvncd in Mexi(,;o. 'The ${:ata 
Deparhn[;nt is already supplying inforn'\ntion to the (.;Olnmittee in the h'}Pe 
that the i:n!orn1ation will obvb.to th,~ n"~cd fot• the H\'"lu:sc tu paas fhifi n"J:Ja.Juro .. 

... :_,:. 

• I 

: . 

. .... ;-''• 

.• .. ! 
.oo:,;..• ·· 
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· . 
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1-IOW THE RESULTS OF VIETNAJ\.f AFFECT EUROPE _ _...... - __ ...__ 

Q. Willy Brandt. the former Gerrila..ll Prime Millioter, hau Haid that 
Europe wlll uot he aff(fci.ed by what happen~ in Vietnam. Dooo:a.rt 
this cY..plode the nTrth that our getting out ot V1ct.nan"l wou.tcl tl~r-·tr~fiO 

__ ra '"· "\!. r..n.t~ t.; Qn 1 n:.t ;l...,)-gp e .. , · 

A. I'ercci)tion.s of this nature a1.•c inhcrP.ntly difficult to meam1re. 

Mr. Brandt is a distinguiohc.d statoarnan whose views a1•c 

importilllt. At the aame tilnc we have had indlcatiOl.lS ft•om 

leO\deru in a .nurnber of NATO (.~ountrics which n1ake ch~al.• th:!.~ 

recent devf>.loputcnts in Viellla.nl havo influenced thei:r judgrne.nt 

1·egarding .Atnerican reliability as an ally. The United States 

corrunitm.ent to the security of our NATO allies has been the 

corner~tono of American foreigr, policy for more than 25 yea.rtt. 

'l'be continuing credibility of t.hat corm-nitn"'\cnt ts baaed upon 

allied asoeasmente of the U.S. reuponose whenever our politlcd 

will and integrity is challenged, Whfl'lrtwer the fidelity o1 the 

United States is called into question, a-s i:~ now the case ln 

Vietnam... .Am.erican constancy us an ally h belng measured. Ttur 

...... :_ .. ... ' .. . .. 

... . 

.· .. 

. . . ~: ·. ·. 

., 

lOCUS 0( that challenge C:annot dhmiRfll the fact that it ia a Challenge, 

and there can be n.o doubt that our enemies as wetl as our frienda 

follow our response very closely. 

.. 

• 

-
, 
'·"" 

.. . . · . 

... . 
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Tli.l'_; V.to;.t='AR TUH F. OF LON NOL 

What part did we plz..y in T ... on Nol' s rlepart:ul·e from PhllOn\ 
Pcmh? Does it i-n,::l·c.~asu the chances fur p~ac.e in Can1bodt&? 

. . . 

. ·:, .... 

c: ____ _ 

n e naa no l'art 1n Lon t'lol' s l1ecln'l.O"tl to leave t;cr,ntbo<tla, 

just as we had no ral·t in the n1ov«.~l·ncnt that brought hilA to · 

power there. ThoZJ c wct·c Carnb<.Jdio.\n decisions. We li'\:'.ppo1-te4
1 

. 

Lon Nol while he waY in Phno·.n Penh and w u still support the 
.. 

Cambodian Govermncnt and ita ubjec.:tives of a free, ir~d~pi:hdent 

and neutral Cambodia. 

Whether !,on Nol' s departure will hel_p bring t>.bout , . 

negotiations !or a peaceful settlement is a 1natter !or 

Ca.m.bodians to decide. We will c(')ntinut'l to urge the.t hostilitht 

cease as ooon as po:usible and that the parties reach a. 

settlement through peaceful negotiations in accordance with 

the hUlnanitarian considerations o! a populace weary of w.l.r • 

. . . 

-
, 
1, # 

' 

.. 

-: 
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A: 

U.S. Help to Refugees 

Wh2.t arc we doing and what will we d<'l for the ·ref"ugaoe 
h1 Vietnarn? 

At pr.::a~nt w~ are concentrating on asslstittg the 

eva.r.ualion of refugees !ron1 thrt:a ltmed area.e. Once this 

proC(l9S la comt)letctl~ we will k.nuw hef:ter what additional 

.· 
help they will need. The refugees will have to be fed, 

9h.elle1•ed and rc seLtl d. When I hav~ a clear idea of U.S. 

aid requiremenl& !or this hwnanitarian et'fort, 1 will coneult 
"" · 

with the Congress t~ ensure that the d..:sperate plight of 

the hc:nnelcss people is ameliuratP.d. 

To coordinate this effort. I have appointed Mr. Dionlel 

Parker, the Director oC the Agency !or In~ernationa.l 

~.. . . 
.·' .. .•. -.-,. 

. : ~~ ::.· . 
. i 

• r .. ~ • 

~· . 

Development, as the Spec.:lal Cuordinatc.>t' !or Diaaeter ReH•t • 

.. . 

• 

., 
'· ;,. 

' 

•· 
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. ~- ':. . 
• ··." ... '"-il' • ... ... 

TROOP COl .. ~PS~ ~ETN.I\M 

Q: In your utatcinents, ~nd in stil.tements by Admiuistratiutl 
witneoaee tte~king aid for Vietnam fr<,t"n the Congrea~, th6 
atg\11'\'lent has been that with arms and P-Cluipxnent" the S0111.:h 

Vic.':tn.::nncse could dcfm-:1d themselves. And yet the elqH.ni.cn'"c 
of the past two W&!e\f"' n "! fl.ectEO Viet:'l:\rneso fleeing the b<Lttlc:riald 
'\vithout even n fie.ht !Ha ving Arneric·;.,n cquitm"l~nt behind. r,n1 t 
it clear that ycmr <:c-.~'l fl dnnce ;n the Vietnan 1cs1! was m·lsig;.Jf.ded? 

A: Wo l.a.avc tu put what ha:t happened into perc1H~ctlv~. 

problents. On the one hand were t.he lttunistakable signs o! a\1 

all·out offeneive by North Vietnarr1 in total and massive viob.tion 

of the Paris Accol:'ds. On the other wcl"c the signa of '!Jflll~piy 

diminishing US assistance, cm.phasi~cd by the reports htouuht· 
. . 

back by Senate Chah·ma.n T~an Va.n Lam of his experienQ·:o 

with the Congress and by the votes o£ the Oen1ocratlc caucuiJ~t 

against aid to Vie tua.r4l. 

Faced with S\lch :f'ormlda.ble probl~ms, President Thlcu 

decided he had no choice but to withdr"w to lines more ea•iiy 

defended with reduced assistance. Unfortunately, such a 

maneu'ler is militarily both di!ficult and dang~roue. In addition 

Vietnamese troops normally have their fam.iliea in cloeo 

. . 
pro~timity to them. _ The result was th~t the troops, inexpe~enccd 

in executin~ quickly so com-plex a n1ove. and faced with the 

prospect of lt~a.ving their laved. nnAl'l to the invaders. becazne 

panicked. 

-

• 

. ; • ···. 
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But it ia inlpot•bnt tn rt!tnmnlH?.r that, p1·Ir~r to this Jnoot 

:recent re·versal, St)uth Viett1~111c~c troops hat'>.1 {o\.tght 

bravely and ukillfully. Given an indit:ation of U.S. ouppcrt, 

th<n·o ia no t··..:::tcon to think they will not do so tlow. 

,, 

' .. ~ .. 

..·._ 

.•·· 

-
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CHANCE FOR SUHVI\' AL 0.1-'" SOUTH VU":TNAM __ .._..., ... .-.,....,. __ ..,. ____ a- -- .,. 

Q: Vlh1\t ia the tJituation now in. Vl,~tnam? .Doco tluJ counby lmve 
any chance fur aurvival? 

Az The stability of South Victnarn w1der tha Pal'is Accords 

wao llau~d on the twin assumptions o£ Hom~ tn!ut·cenlcnt 

n'lachinery and an adequate level of asaistanc:e to Vietnam. 

With rtH>pect to cnforc:em.ent rnachinery, it was de11h•oyed 

suuuner 
in the I of 1973, in legi slat.ion which p·.rohibi.t«>d direct or in.dlrl)ct 

comb;:i.f: a.:;tivities by US !ol'Cc s in, over. or oU the ~c)altt of 

Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia. fn fact, there was virtually no 

pooalbility that US military force . would ever again b2.ve been 

used in Vietnam, with or without 8\.lch a law. 'W'hat the 1e.w 

dirl, however, was to ren1ove the poosibility of US reentr-y a.e 

an inhibiting i. f'luence on the Nurth Vietnatnet:Jc. 

~~~ ·: 
As !or atq, it was c~n FY 14 by about 30 percent and in . 

FY 75 by,~·Q tllli•ds~ thi in the £~ce of sharply rising cost~ ~--

a quadrupling of oil prtce.s, for example. As a result, neither 

of the asCJUlnptions on which the Paris Aeeot>ds were ba.aecl . . .. 
. :.J:-r.~·~~ ~:: -~: 

proved valid. 

ln the;- face of the recent blatant and massive North 

Vietnamese aggression. \rlth the prosped of adequate !und• 

• 

, 
'· ' 

'· . ~ . 

. ·- . 
... . ·• . :. '¥~ 

· ··:~ ·;::·. ~: ·, "" 
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and amppliP.s fading away. tho ~cjuth Vir~tnamee~ forces triod 

to wilhclxaw to a dt~!en!liVt:) perimclor which they "thought could 

be tmld with the n.duct!d supplies av(lilable. Without ~telequnto 

prepa1·aticn., this difficult and dangc1·ou:i military maneuver 

proved too r.nuch ftir t~e forujs involvecl <tnd panic C!neued. 

Although the nor~;hern. ha.If o£ the country b;1.s 

bc:cn captured or abandoned, the Saigon Govet'mncnt still 

l"ctaiall cuutrol of the vast n"ta.jority o£ the population. n1(;st 

of the productive areas of the co\lntry, and very signific~. nt 
"" · 

arn1.ed forces. 

'· 
Whether South Vietnam survives depends on a ntun&.r of 

factors, the most important of which art~ adequate U.S. ., 

xnilitary and econon1ic as sistancc o:md the will of the South 

Vietnamese to continue to defend then1t~elvcs. The apirlt, 

the n1orale, and the expectations of the Vietn.a.n1eee are 

contingent to a great extent on thef.r perceptions of the 

support and constancy of U. 5. assistance. 

I will be meeting with Cenerat' Weyand upon hie return 

.fro:rn. Vietnam to bear his assessment of the situation tht;re~ 

1 will make final judgments after receiving his report. 

. . ·. • ····: ?!:·. ~ 
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Q: How do you recondle the statements you and Secrcta.l"y 
Kiasinger 1nadu about not ascribing blame in thn fa.ilure 
of the Midc.aat peace talkti with your u~arst irLt.arview 
in which you called the I t1raelis "inflt.~xible. 11 

A~ Levyihg blamn £or the suspenaion u{ Secretary Kissinger's 

. ,. ·- ·•. 

- · . .... 

n~gotiationn docs not help us a('hieve our (>bjective .. - funber 
.· 

progrf.:na l"lll the road to a juat a~:1d l~sting peace i11 tbe .lttio.dle 

F .. ·u:t. ll.~the.r than indulge in rccrinlin~tiOtls, we want to 

ccl'lC:entrate on where wu go !rom here. 

Howe\Ter, it is :m.y view that Israel, which had the mc:>(•t to 

gain from a p1•ocess of negotiation with the U.S. a.a the 

mediator, should ha."Ve shown greuter flexibility. It was n'l.y 

disappointtnent with the demonstrated lack of fl·~xibHit·y tha.t 

I was expreHsing in m.y interview. 

-

• 
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Q: 

A: 

Tho Domino ThcQ_:y_ 

Does the dotnino theory really have any validity in the 
intt"!l'dcpcndcnt world of the l970s? 

For l:nany years t.he United States has t~njoyed a 

pos1r1on of st:rength tn rhe worlCJ. Ihe confidence th.at our 

allies have in \lS has global influ~nc.e for pea-ce. When 

the f:onotn.ncy ~.nd crcdi bility of Arnt.'ri cail COlllUlit~o.·~ntd 

ia ahu.lcen in one 11athm tlu~t relics on us, tha rcporcuaaiona 

n1ust necessarily shake the c.onficience of other friendly 
,.. 

natim1s similarly sih1ated. We have the strength and the 

capa-bility to be a rnajor force !or peace throughout the 

world. But our leadership is dt=~p~ncient on the re5p•;,ct 

G.i.'rJ-.:.i·.:cl~!l~lU)'··othe-.r.-s plac.e in it. Nations will incvit;lbly 

judge us by ou.r actions and not n"lcrcly by our words and 

gcatures, however well-intentioned they may 15eem .. 

-

_, 
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VIABILITY OF SOUTH V lETNAM 

0: Do~an't the collapse of South Victnarn prove that it was no~liU!J 
but a fictitiou:) ~ntity propped up l>y massive US in~olv,·:r..-l()t!.t? 

o£ the Paris Accords in Janu3ry 1973. S1Juth Vietm.m wn!l b 

€Very sen9e a "going concern." Its t-roops ~~~re alert, co:::illlent. 

and aggreasive and without notable exception fought w~lt. 'l'ha 

ec Oil.Olliic vigor un:l e:tr£:ngth. Indeed, rny orrl~r to t~: .t' uJ :tr.te 

nase<t on our projections o! dynan1ic prog-ress. 

Unfo:rtunat<.~ly. t'eductions in US a.s6istancc bagnn to t:1'•Y1tJ 

thie sense of eelf-con£idence. In FY 74, military and ~conm::1ic 

!ace of sharply rising costs, including, {o:r exarnplc a. qu.~d2.'upl.iJ1a-

of oil prices, n"lilitary a.saintancc wa~;~ cut 66 perc;ent and econon'lic 

aid 6Z percent. 

In the face of the!Je eharp declines ln assistance, a deteriora.tion 

of morale occurred. In addition, the bleak prospects for fut\U"e 

aid trigge"Ted a South Vietnanu:ae decision to withdraw to an •rea 

mo:re easily defended wi:h th! Milced me~ns available. As we aU 

eo tragically see • the Vietnamese were 1.1nable to execute to 

complicated and difficult a manutwer and panlc set ih. We are no-W .. 

i.n the proce$s of aaeflssing where we go in the face of the now 

situation which now confronts us. 

-
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REPLACll'JG ABANDONED EQUIPMENT ---------........- ·-·---

0: Why :;hut.lld w~ ::;upport the South VietrlUIYHHic hy giving r.ho..""n 
n'lorc equip1ncnt when th~y have let a billion dolla.rs wo::tb 
fall into North Vielnarnese hand~? Aren't we.j"uat thruwin.g 
good money after bad? How tuuc:h umuhl it t-:~k-e to hol~ ih• 
South Vietnamese now that they have lust so much.? 

A: I do not vnmt to judge at this point what South Vietnamese. 

needa will be, or what our next steps should be. I want 

to aw;~it General 'Vey<:~.nd' a report and then to consult with 

lny a•lviuor~; before tnakinii" lllY deci.~-·inn,;. 

What we need to do is look at the rt':quirern.cr.ta o! the situation 

which now £aces \Je <md try to detern\inc where to go ~n that. 

ba.ais. I will let the American peopl~ know as soon as I have 

made a final judgtncnt. 

-
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,, ____________________________________ __ 

Q: 

A: 

.. -.. ·~ 

GENEVA CONFERENCE 

Since E,gypt a. Hkcd the Co· Clm irn'len of t.he G~.:m:va. Con!E'\rCJ~lce ... 
the U.S. and USSR -- to reconvene th c conf~.:l·cnce, how does 
the Uniblfl States view a rt?convening of this cunfct'cnc~? 

·.:. ;_ .. 

\Vc are prepared t:n take any ::ltcps to help promote a L'latina 

peace in the Mi,ldl~ Eaat, including of course the rccorr..ror-iag 

of the Geneva Conference. We will be consulting with tho 

pn.rtics iuvolvt::d nbout: next eteps. 

· ....... · .. · .. : . ... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASlll;'liGTOS 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are several questions and possible answers 
sent by your economic advisers in Washington. 

RON NESSEN 
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T!1'!': new 11QU30 Budget cottad.ttco h11C r.tpp~\-""CU a c~.:>ngra~·~iona1 e~lid!.:t~ 0 

• .. 

llh.n f:cr ff,;f;l;~l yca1:- •715 tct:alin<J $366.7 b:Uliort .. 'l'}:l.is is 'l7.l ~.)Ut".C"n · .- .. 
1.:l'n·e thaa th~Sa PJ:~~id~r1t l?rO£X)Se·i, aM. 't>'OU1:1 result in a Fedcx?.tl d l,{tleti: · 
of .$7:J. 7 bill~ on , $21.3 billion coro th.;ut tho P.residt:nt provos<Jd in ... · 
l:~t l':::m·~ y t'r!cl ~·13. 7 billi•:ln clx>ve tlle $Gu hillion at which ycv: Ch:e-.z · th8 
Il1·~ vf.~n yry,\ ui•pn:d 1·lvl ta~ bill-

\7t.o a':\.1 g..c~tificd t:lat the Ho\&.<;c I!ud•Jet t:otn1U.'ltteo 
hi.lG t£k-:Jl tho initi~tive, ,-..... .,c1 n..t th-:1 tc;h not :ccquj.t·si 
by L:\w u::ll:il next y:?ar. ltC~.s c~ev :.,lopo :cl its · o'm 
r<:canmenc:'!ut :l·;-ms for FCd{)ral ~:J?O!·at:. Lt•;t in !is..:al 
'j(:a:r: • 76. 

:tt ha3 bc<m tl-.c l!.dmilU&txatiol'\ '.s ho:?o that: uit.:1 
t·l!o f'!!Stl:S!.>li!Shll'lc·a·e o£ the »udget Cc.rmittees a new 
nc-r.:.s·3 c£ res,L.x>nsibil.ity for tot-~1 F·~cer:\1 spendir.·3 
wou.l.d dc·~elop in Congress. J~ ml.~o-r sign that. .th.i.s 
hQp$ has a chanc•.! for fulfilJ..n.3nt i·-3 seon itl thG!it" 
&~c::rrtton o~ the l?J:esident' s IJ:tt;Jpo~a.t for a 5-rt. 
l.~.Jr..it.c."'.tion on th.:! incr~ase il1 pay lor Federal 
m:1ployees and a 7\ 111111tation on th·.:! increases 
f.:'r ~.:;<,~ oth ;!r pzoqt:fllllS tied to tho cost of 
l.J.ving i.ndr.x. 

~11 the ,~n9~~ si~n~l.s ~>int to tc~~l spending 
·!.n 1976 i:J".at \o>Ould, if n()t ccmstrainud, be much 
9l'(ic'lt~r than tile $366 bill i on recom:.tcnd.;!d lr.{ tb$ ' 
nut.:~ ·~ zsuv~ ~oimn1.-c-cee. P.3 ~·cu kno<~, 1.c tna 
cong:t:"ess \lcra to ~ucceed in en<!lctin':} the legis­
lc.tion its committees now ha,e wtder con::sid~ratlon, 

. -· . -:~ .: .. 
·:-: . • -:. • .;. o •; =--· 

... 

-····-: .... -..;. .• .. ~-· . ·. :. ·r-· 
••• • · - ' · .. •• 0 

- 0....::.-

· r.: •. • • 
• • • oo ... 

the Federal deficit would ha in excass of $100 billion~ 
\lith npenciinq in the area of $380 to $400 bil_lion. 

I o 

.. - ~ ··· ... 
. ..-~- · .. 

As I stilted '"h~n I !: lCJned t:.,e t".!l -..~ hi.ll, T will do 
~v~.cything ' r c01n to keeiJ the !9/o d.ati.cit from 
exceedinq $60 billion. To do this, I will, ~f 
nccessa~, veto hills that wuulu incr~~~c ~2cnding, 
e~cee>t tor a~hicvinq nclt.io'•""l t- : ;•-:1' =Ji g.:J::ll!> and 
certain h'-lmil:tita:r:ian net!W:>. In atMi.tion, I will 

-
., 
'·' 

. · .. ·' . ..:-: ' 
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c:c•nt:tnuc to p~h fo:r: Conqrcs::;il.)n<i\1 cupJ?(l"Ct fo-r 
the sp,mdinq reul.lction~ tll:-1t I h~v~ propo~od. 
~ ~rve ~1e Housu B~lget Cv~w~ttee and the entire 
f90Dgl:t::Sl5 tO l:~O%Z'l1Lillt! t".hc f> lt.U3 t i.ort and j o.tn mit 
.:tn trorking to hol.d tha daficit to not 1 10r'e t.h~u~ 
(tC. 0 L>! :r.U.o:s • 
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Q. Hhy did you specify $60 billion as the r1bsolutP. limit. for t:,e 
~nticipated Fe~cral budget deficit 1n FY 1976? . • . . -· .. . .. ... 

A. Throughout my public service · ! htve been against lerge · govern­
ment ~efic;its. 

. •; -··· 
- tty origi:1al budget ,.t.:c.uests .,-:or FY 1976 did ia~ luC:e a.n 

ill!t icipate d ~52 billion defic i t which l·e~llisticclily fi!CC.:( 
up to the sharp loss of tax r evenues c~used by the · 
\'t: t~ssion and increas(.d outlttys for uneri'lployment eCJmptHlSl­
tion be-nefits and the creation of new jobs.· But 1 lilso · 
called fvr reduced SJ>(•nd1ng in ~x1~t1ng progt·ams (tht·orJgh 
new legislation and r~scissions and deferrals) totallinu 
$1 7 billion to hold tt•e dcfi c·;t. at $52 lJ'illi on nu~ ~ 
m or· a t or i u m on n c w pros r a m s u n t i 1 \·1 e c <t n ' : £ o r d :'! r (J u r u a ·t i C· n a 1 
t.wiorit1es. 

. 
.. J n dr-~ndng the 1 inn ~t $60 hill ion 1 am r·eafffrm1ng thos~ .: ·.· ... ·. 

~~.C~t-·rc~ue::t~ for cut$ in existing progr·ams not llready · ... · · 
I)'!C:rt urned and a firm restrit:tion on new spendi1l9 ·c,th t! ,. · ·~·: 
·:: ~ l a n f o r a c h i e v i n g n a t i on a l en e r gy go a 1 s i. r, d. c. e -r t a 1 n. : . . . . • ·. . · 
iam .• anitarian needs. : ··, ... · " ·-. : ... . 

1. 

·- . 
Th e increase fn the deficit refl£-cts: (1) Coruj~'es~f0.:1l~l . ··r': .... 
nr..t ion overturning sone of my !Judget reduc -~1ons; (2) '~1 r.t!llt: 
a~t 1ons to incr~ase outlays fur unemployner. t •-:omp vr.s a~f l\rt 
b, we f i t s a n d t h e c r ~a t i o n o f n e w j o b s ·; a n d ( 3 ) t h e . : . . _ 
congress1ona 1 increa~e i.n t!1e size of tru> n~duc.t·ions ·. · 
beyond my January reque st for an immediate tax cut to 
:; timulate the economy l.S quic !:~l' as poss ·. blc. Thc!:e 
fncreases cannct go''"" and I have speci f ied $60 .b1111:ln · 
;ss a deficit ce1 .ling for thr~ ·: fundamentill reasons: ..... ... _ 

. . . . ... "': ~-.... .:."' ~; . 
. . '·. ....... ·; . .. •·. : 

. . . .. 
The massive defici ts will c r e a te real problems forth~ 
financial ~arkets, p~rticularly as the mortgag3 ~nd 
business barr-ewers incrE-ase th~ir credit needs -15 th~ 
~conomy recovers. It is impossible to identify n 
specific ~fl~sh pointK wher~ the financial ma~ket' 
would not be able to finance a def i cit but 1t is 
nh vi nus to dn .)nlnP. fnmi'li"'r H i ·; h nur fin-.nri~l llt .;u·l.st"-. 
~art i cu'·i a r .. ty- tne ·;, i st·ori ca i i_y nigh· i cvc·i s of 1 ong-tcr;i ·. : 
i n t e r e s t r a t r: s w h ; c h h a v e p e ;" !· i s t e d de s p i t e t h ~ ~ ~~-e re ·---~ .. 
recession~ that we arc already in the danger zone and evtn· 
larger deficits will add to the risks. · 

':·i:., 
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2. 

3. 

Increasing government spending ~"d deficits now 
\·Jl')uld be 111 timed as the cconJ 1ll~t be9ins to shovl 
d c f 1 n 1 t e s 1 9 n s of r e cove,. y • Go v r:l· mr1 C:. n t act 1 on s 

- f.: .. ~ . ! 

'. 

h a v e h i s to r i c a 11 y l a g g e d d e v e 1 o p men t s i n the economy· 
causing·exaggerat£d booms and busts as delayed 

.. 
s t i m u 1 us a n d res t r a i n t t~ f f e c t s d ·i ~; t o r t t h e E• con o my • 
We 'ihould avoid overreaction in t:oping with swings 
i n o u r e con o my • 1 he p o s s 1 b 1 e F Y ~ 9 7 6 s pan d i n 9 
figures I see coming out of the ne\'1 Congressional 
budget review process co~ld eventually return us 
to an overheated Eco,omy and accolcratfng 1nflat1~n. 

Whil~ r~nn1ng a deficit in fourteEn of~the last 
fift~cn years (ending with FY 1q75) we hove ·created 
an unfortunate spending momentum that increasingly 
locks us into old programs and limits our ability 
to respond to new national priorities. If-we 
continue to ~ncrease spending beyond the levels 
spel:ified in J,ly budg2t requests we will lose~what 
1 ltt1e flex1b111ty 1s left. 
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g~~!';~-~~u 

In your interview .:i.n ~hmc f.~.:\~v.~, yo·.: il'ldicalt~d f..hat 
l:hP. t~a tion needed a major new m sa t.r;tl'od !; i rd t.1 ~ti vr.-. Will 
yon m1hrn it. 1 ~g i nl nt-.1 on propn~i t'\q tuht it i c.'~" r1: mr1r.a; transit fundinq 
und u uorrc:;pontllnt.J rcdur_•tlt.m .in tht:' H!i:o1Jnt of money we spend 
on highway~? · 

···- . . .. ... 

In the I't,.rtum) i n t.c;:,c' view, T s t« t,_uJ ..... I t :~ i n.k we have to move 
into U b.roudcr !aol.OU tt ... uwlt 1-'L'Oyrulli •• , n 

VJe alroady have the lcgiolnt.ivc busi.s to de• this. I-e. is th~ 
National Mass Tran~portaticn As~istancA A~t of 1974 whteh I 
R1qnF~<l in N'ovP-mh~r of la~t·. yr~Ar. T wnrkNl f(lr th{' p~ Stl.~e of 
t.hifl h111 1n t.h'.l l.:u=:t-. n.!i;tfl c:f thr• ~Jrd <"'r.H''jrt.·t.:~i ta.nd I run looking 
f-11 +-tv.· ... n,..,~~.ut.....¢t.:-'l'.~;· ... ·w:::pt.a.t't.J t_ .i.tJit J c.>c v itJU.rou:; implemen-t at:.! on_ 

~L pl-,:)vide-s $11. 8 billion over the n~'l-.: l. six y~ars fot: toass 
t.rar:.si t. This means that '\-:e will b~ !;pfHHEr.q irs t.h<~ n~xt fi$cal 
VC'Fl't" AlmoP.t 10 p~'t'(!fnlt. mo\"'P. f'"f"•d(',.Al . ft•n!h; ~"fj,.. mass transit than 
v1c t.:tpt.:nt ln th<.: luut .( .i.uc.;u.l ycu..c, "' 

I will shortly be 21ubmittin9 new hiqh'~~""Y 1-al)islatiort which t-!ill 
rev am,;; the exh;tlnt; hiyhwuy prugrum und opec i fic;:a1ly addresa 
the question oP continuation of th~ Hi~hway Trust ~un~. I 
hav\~ liOL made up my mind on lh•:: prtH,; i r.~l r~·~!·;u l~hrt~ thls legiu­
lc:t tl vo PL'vposa 1 ~-1lll t;.l;\k«J, l;u t I <.till ~a.:t l•.u.t;:;ly comddering a 
propo~·:tl to rct\trn .:'\ port ion of the Fcd.:?ru.!. hilJI:lwuy ta)Ce$ to 
the States so that they can build and m~ir: ... :i i t1 roac:'!~ with:ln 
t'.h~ir boundarieg. l~urth~Yml'"lt'e, r will \'(' t-,r·opm~111q ~ sub&tt.ntial 
l"(•(1uc":t~ ~l"' 1 rt f:h~ 1 A,..q~ t'ltaffthf•r e1f etlt(:t.rt_,,. i C".·nl 'Jl.·.:mt progl.-amt;J in 
th(.• hlqhwuy ... trt..•;."' .:tucl T rlllt ltWH .. ' rul th.i.!t th .l tt C'(.'nSOlidation Wil.l 
vcrmlt. c;rcutcr lcxlbll_lt::t by State onn. local governments. .. 

• 

. ... 

;. . 

. ·--
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• :: .• :· • ..... • !'" 

t-f. Dltl-1Nl1 • :.. · 
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'.L'lU\NS~tlRl'Nl'!OH - B~.l<'J.' 

Doe~ t ·ht:! Athnl.n.l.ut..t .:~ i,itJn ~:up,l,)r .. n t~ ~.,;vm; t.t vc.:t i.t)JI c.."l[ :ru~ional · 
rapid ruil system!.;, !.t\.lCh o:\l) BAH'l', oltJ<?WhC'l:C in the countrrr 

T\l'l$~~1"' 

'.l'hc Dep.~rttf! . nt. of Trnnaportnt.i(Jt\, in (_:c:u;,pc:·r~tf.cn with trun and 
t~£F, ha.::;. err...burk~d un u multimillion dollar, multiyear proqrmu 
\")f as5~ssment of the BART syst.\~rn. !1. i5 hopi~d that t.ltx-ow]h 
Lhese efforts, a mor_e comprehe i .... ivt: bt'".ldy of Ja·,owl Ocl<JC bou·~ 
tho imp~cLs of a regional rapi l raiJ ~ynLvm will dovelcp. 
How~vo.t, thu~u vil.oxt.~ notwith~t .. uailnq, .l.t 1~ riot tha Federal 
p•:H~it;on to c;'ii(~tFti:(• i-n :";t .. <tt~ Ann lt.::r::ni tJ<'.1'J,,:"L-flnll:?lltS \-{hat formS 
oF. trAn$po,.t.~tion will hAflt fl8J."VrJ their needs. The J.)epartlllent 
of 'l'ransi)ortati•:m '.;ill continue to supp•:-;rL Slat:e an<l locally 
(1 _vP.l.np~d systems ,.;hich ure bns~d on c:ompr~hP.n~i.v~, eontinuing 
;:mrl l~t.H">pitr::lt.iVfl pl.:;nninq t.O t.h('! t-..Xf &">II( pt"Jt1!1H,,r::O ''tt'ld Within OUr 
reS(lUrC::e~. J \4t.)\.1ld (,Oi.nt ont thnt in this day and age of 
lnun.·~.t(i l:llJ ~.;u!:: b:;, ,,...~,., ~(.lilt lnt.htlly muut irwJ.ut that State/local 
t.>f f ioiultJ uhO''t' uu the uuut c.l. t<.:t.:tJ.vcncuu of their solutions .. 

·l"lht'-H"t1 w~ ft~el that:. t·apid 1.·aj_l t.ran!:il i~ '":n~t: c~ffc:~<.:tive 1 we 
wi 11 Rllpporto. t.hAir c:onR~rnc:t-.io'n. 

. . ... 

• 
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M. Du'11riL . · · ·: . ·: 
4/l/75 .··. . ··' . . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM! 

SUBJECT: 

.April 2. 1975 

R.ON NESSEN .0 
"]~t,.­

Ml\_RGI VANDERHY{)..Ov 

President's E ric!ing Book 

The re are a_everal addi tion s and subwtitut_ion.l$ for .,the o:tiginal 

· .. . 

•' 

0 1 a and A' a that went to Palm Springs last Saturday. Now that you have 
r~ceived the ne'J'!' and additional Q 1 s and A's, you can update the Pre·vtdeJ1tt:a 
and your briefing booka as follows: ··. · 

1. Why Mo\'e Aid to Vietnam• h out of date and subsum.ed unde:r 
dexed questions. It should be removed. ' · 

":. . · ..... 
2. Cambodi~ Negotiation.!; should be replac~tl by the dexed version Cti tbe 

same title. . .:·: .. :--_:_~~ 

3. · UN Peac~e!!JEing Forces i-'2- the ¥.id~le Eilttt; should be replaced by 
UN Peacekeeping Force; Reopening of the Canal. 

4. The original question on the Producer Consumer Conferenc_g_ shoUld 
be replaced by the dexed version uf the same title. The guldaJlce 
baa changed con&iderably on this one. 

I have ale:t-ted O~nel'al Scowcroft that yo\l ~eceived many que•tlcmaln 
your brieftng today on Vietnamtzation .. He thinks that the dexed guidance 
should suffice, but if yo\t have the feellng that it iA an issue the reporte.-5 
will zerO in Onp please advise and Wf'! will stafi a separate Q. & .A. . . . 
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CAMBODIAN NEGOTIATIONS 

Q, Now that Lon Nol has departed Cambodia, do you see any better 
clB.nce for negotia.ti.one? 

. . ,_ . . . -. 

The war in (;arnbodia. is not ~;onttnu~ng because the people 

the1-e view it as a solution. 

The Carnbodi~ Government has indicated that it would enter 

into talks Unconditionally at any time and place •. ~hat offer has never 

been accepted and the Kbmcr Conununists have refused, to negotiate 

not only with Lon Nol, but also with any of the lea.der!i of the C.unbodie 

Covel:'ro:nsnt. 

I have said tJ:lat we ue willing to support any negotiation& and 

ac.cept any outcome which the parties t.hetnsclvcs accept. And a.s 

far as the United StateR is conce~·ned, U1e personaliti·a~ i.nwlved wUi 

not constitute obstat:les of iUlY kind to a settlement. 

·. 
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UN PEACEKEEPTNO FORCE 
.REOPENlNC OF THE SUEZ CANAL 

Qa What is your view of Pl'esirlent Sa.dat'~ ~ :;;peech e:w.t{.:a.d.mg tl.u!l UN 
peacekeeping forces on the Suez front for another tl1ree months 
and announcing. the re"pening cf the Sue~ Canal !ot· early JWltt? 

A: The UN fo'l'<:es are an eseential part of the di:sengagem.ent agree-

ments on each front. These agreements are a step toward a peace 

aettlenlent in accordance with Security Council Resolution 338. I e.:m. 

pleased with any etep to extend these mandates -as pa:rt of the peace-

1na.king pl:ocess. I welc~nned President Sadat' s announcement of 

the reopening of the Canal ns a const:ru_<:tive initiative that c.a.n. only 

enhance the climate for reason and 11\0deration. lt is verf 

important that all parties ado:pt constructive attitudes in this period 

.· 
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VlETNAMI.t.t;.£ GOVERNMEN"l' 

Q. What is the .Ad.miD::iauatil:lu' a reactioo to the South V\..tuameae 
·se»ate•a call for "a uew lettderabip11 to e.rad the war? 

A The: itlte.ftlal poli.tical situation i» Vietnam ia »ot a matter lor 

t.tJ.e Mmini ~atioo to comment OJI. The United State a •upporta the 

goverlUJ)e:»t of Vietnam. Preaidut Thieu ia ita olected leade.l'. 
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U.S. lln..J> 'EO REFUGEES 

Q. What ar• we doing and what will we do for the refugeaa ia Vietnam? 

A. .At present. we are coneebtraling ou aaaiating the evacuation 

o! refugee-a b-oJn tbreat.-ed areae. Once tbi& p»cese ia COJ.JlPletecl, 

we will blow better what additiOnal be.lJ'- they will need. Tbe refugee& 

will have to be fed. ahel.tered a»d resettled. We are Jltudying aid 

the Director of tbe Agency for Intemational .Developm.eo.t a.a tbe 

Special Coordiuatol' for Diaaater Ralitd. 
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GENEVA CONFERENCE 

0: Y £-urt.erday Egypt &.f>ke.d tbb Co-Cbairroau ,lf the Geneva 
Gt,nferenco -- the US and USSR --to t'ec:cm:ve».c; the conference. 
Huw doett the U»itc.d Statee vi.cw a reconve:uing of the Geneva 
Gon.fer.ence? 

A.: W n are prepared. to ta:k~ auy ttt.cps to help promote. a 

• 
laMing )'WJACe in the Middle Eaat. mcludWg of c:uut~e the 



CAMBODIA NEGOTIATIONS 

The attached is a press conference by Thai Foreign Minister Chatchai 
on Khmer peace negotiations. 

Q. How does the U.S. view the efforts of the Thai initiatives to 
bring about negotiations in Cambodia? 

A. Naturally, we welcome these efforts by the Thai. As we have 

said before, it has been the publicly stated wish of the Khmer 

government to negotiate a settlemert to end the war and we too desire 

a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

On Cambodian Evacuation: 

Refer to guidance of yesterday, pointing out that we always 
have contingency plans when the lives of Americans are at stake. 



... 

CURRENT BABYLIFT FIGURES 

193 Children have a'rrived at Travis AFB. 

302 Children are enroute to Travis AFB via a Mack Charter DC-10. 

23 Children are still at Clark AFB. 

A total of 1, 305 children have been or are being brought to the U.S. as 
of today; 787 have come by non-government aircraft, 518 by government 
flights. 



SOYUZ MISSION 

H asked about the aborted Soyuz Mission and whether it will 
affect plans for the US-USSR joint docking this summer, you may say 
that according to reports, plans for the joint docking mission are 
proceeding on schedule. 

For details on the likely reasons for the failure of the Soyuz Mission, 
refer to NASA. 



U.S. FUNERAL DELEGATION 

Q. Who is the United States sending to Taiwan for the funeral of Chiang 
Kai Shek, and when will the funeral be? 

A. We are in the process of forming the delegation. When the members 

have been selected we will announce them. The funeral will take place on 

April __ /_{, __ 

A pril __ /._'.1'* __ 

Delegations a~be~ arrive in Taiwan by 

FYI ONLY: Present plans call for Secretary Butz to head the delegation 
Other members will be Senator Goldwater, Congressman Clement Zablocki, 
(D -Wise.), former Congressman Walter Judd, and Mrs. Anna Chennault, 
widow of General Claire Chennault. Other members are being considered. 



BOMBING OF PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 

This morning a VNAF F -5 dropped two bombs on the President's 
residence in what appears to have been an isolated attempt on Thieu's life. 

Q. What is the significance of the bombing effort? Why should we persist 
in supporting a government that is against the very leadership with which 
we are associating ourselves and our aid? 

A. I am not going to get into a long discussion on this, but our reports 

indicate that most likely, the bombing was a manifestation of an individuals' 

frustration and dissatisfaction with the situation in Vianam. 

FYI ONLY: It is best not to characterize the situationfurther, lest you get 
trapped into doing so if and when further expressions of GVN dissatisfaction 
are shown. You want to avoid characterizations of what is or is not a coup 
attempt, etc. 
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G\lJDA.NCE ON CAMl30lJJA Nl!"XiOTIATIONS 

Q. Now t.hat l~n Nol hns departed /o)" lnd()nesia ;u;d pcl"bape the Unit(.""<i 
Stitles, do yot) s~e i:JJY better chance !or J>cgotiat:ion? 

A. I refer yc_•u to Assiatant 8ecreta.ry H.ah1b1 ~ cot.nn:JentB <Jf yesterday 

i.rJ which he Haid, as we h•we heen .flaying all along, lh.<1f thel'e is no lack 

of d~fiiJ' c on the part of the people SJ) Pbnorn Penh to seek a :resolution of 

the L·onflicl. Aod {or the United Sl;tter., it is not 01 questioo of pcr~onalit·iea 

th<it j s )nvc•lved, hut th<~ willingneas of both .s)de~> to negotiate.. The 

Thf'ire is no lack ol d<:~the on the part of lh(~ people in Pb..r:lom 

Penh 1 frc•m everythi.nr. we ):now, (o seek a reeoluti.on o1 the c·onflict in 

Y.ou obviously b<·We « sihtation there Yh ere the Ktuner RoU.f!e have 

o. m.Hitary bit in their• teet~ and they kee.p pounding away. Indiscr: l.mihnte 

:ro(')tet hcnnhing of Phnom Penh is not a mililat-y - - ~n the o)d day!l, we would 
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The United States is not t>eh·.ed of that problem, ho:r are the 

Cambodians in Phnom Penh. 'J'hcy have made it clear again ~~~d again 

the obstaele to a stopping d the shooting in Cambodia. ia the unwillingness 

of the K.bmCJ: Rou.ge to ba'i'C a»ything to do with any1.bing except what they 

are doing. 

Tbe..rcn•t tallt to anybody. There is D<l attempt at finding a WilY 

out other than at lhe end of a gut!.. All you ba:ve to do i.a to re .._d tbe icltlfUHt&ioned 

appeal of the ant.boritiea in Phobm. Penh to J'(u:al)):.e tbat tbe war does not J!O en 

hecause they want it to. 

, 



CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL OF NORTH VIETNAM 

Second paragraph of answer -- sentence beginning in fact should be deleted 
and the following sentence should be deleted. They are the last two 
sentences of the paragraph. 

(Begin with words in fact and end with the words 11 on the North Vietnamese") 

First sentence of the third paragraph which begins n as for aid -- change 
"it was cut in FY 1974 11 to ''the Administration request was cut in FY '7411 

Scowcroft is working with the State Department on last minute up to date 
sreponses to refugee questions and VP questions. They will be dexed to us 
here at the press office. 

per Margie 

VICE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON VIETNAM 

Q. Yesterday Vice President Rockefeller said that it's really too late 
to do anything about Vietnam. Do you agree with his assessment? 

A. The Vice pResident was actually referring to those refugees who 

are trapped by the North Vietnamese advance. He meant it is too 

late to help them. 

You will recall that llater in the day the Vice President made clear 

t that further developments depend on SVNese ability to regroup and hold 

and on the willingness of Congress to provide aid. I certainly 

agree with this assessment. 

U.S. INTERVENTION IN EVENT OF OIL EMBARGO SCHLESINGER INTERVIEW 

Secretary of Defense Schlesinger made some ominous atatements about possible 

U.S. reaction in the event of another oil embargo. He implied that the U.S. 

would react severly. Was the Secretary of Defense reflecting your views and 

will the U. S. react strongly including militar}'iy? 

A. I do not wish to contribute to further speculation along these lines 

I have stated my position on this controversy very clearly on the 

number of occasions. The issue involves a hypothetical situation of 

the possibility of strangulation of the United Staes. I do not see this 

situation arising and it did not arise liUdl:bi: after the October 1973 war. 

Our interest remains strongly toward peace. Our interest absolutely 

is not in military action or in occupying any oil fields. 

, 
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ouest,ion: 

·.lt is:·liat:cJ···tchiaagiue that the ~?resident could h~. s;·lhct.c.....a 1 

a tna.n for the"·lnt..erior ~pa.rtment jf:•b that baa. a' poc.r).:tr record. 
wi t.b, ~~Erspc.l4t. :to, ·we environment: · and, conservation ·thlJ.Jl " , · 
C"~~f1r)l~:r Jtatlut1ifaY···. Does UJe P.r.~sident.. .really· expect him . . . 

..... t.o~ survi-ve tb;e: confirmation proeens? · · " 

~ 
Answert I 

~) 
·~ \ 

- W&· have every .. -.:.·reason to expcrct. that. tlm confirmation proctlss 
wi.ll serve to higbllgbt. soml! of the many positive conLrib~­
tions to conservatioq ~nd. t.be environment that GOver.no.r--, l 
llat:.baway. bas made durin~ hi.s 2 t.enns as Governor of W}romlng. 

I 
For example, (luring, hi~ b!nnre:. 

t.h~ Wyoming: Air Quality Act of 1967 was passed which 
established an llir oualJ t-Y council as a division 
\'fi t.hin the State Department of )Jea) th.. Wyoming air 
quall.ty st.anda.rds wen.!' put. into effect before federal 
r.;tnndards<. Those st.aridaxds continue to be run0ng the: 
most. st.ringent. in the country. " · 
ln 1967 u St.ate Depart:J11ent of necreut.ion wqs created 
uhich wns very instrumental in intprov.ing the state 
par:k syst.ent and including thr~ tlev<~lopment of new par);s 
i'tnd recreation . 

,,_ ln 19611, Wyoming br..'Came mae of the first. st;at:es ;ln the 
Woet to receive fL..cJeral approval of its wat..er quality 
standax.dii. In 1.974 1 the~ U.S.Bn-virolllbent.al- Pxot.ection 
l•geucy gav7 W~ing c:tnt.hori-z!'t_ion t.o administer its own 
wat.er qua.l:a. t.y-- dlselmTge J:r•nlnl t program. 

- !1\ 1969., \9yonting became th~ first. state in the nocky 
Mountain liegi(.m to enact n surface mine reclamat:hm 
law. 1'he:laws was made more strirti}Emt in 1971 emil 
again in l973. The enforc.crJIJent provisions ot this-lilw 
axe as st'rong i and in some '=a.ses. st.xonger. than the 
su:tJface mining legislation now being considered by t:be 
Congl:'eas .. 

- Under' his guidance and sponsoxship. t.Ju~ Rnv.ironmental 
Quality 1\ct.. of 1973 was brought to the Wyonaing legis­
lature ancl approved in nearly its original forlll. 'l'he 
1\ct c•st.ablished the~ Wyoming Department of Rnviromnental 
Qtloli"t-Y tfi t.h 3 _divisions concerned wi t.h air, wat.er and 
lancl. ',this Act made ~yoming one of Um t.i rut stat.en in 
t.hE- nrd:ion t.o ha.vc an iutegrntt>-d env;ironmant:al agt!ncy 

~- ln 1973, he askt:~d the \'lyoming leg.islat.uxe to esta.b~isb 
a land usu study cotnmi ssion whi<:b, when upproved, pre­
pln:ed. WyUJning•s first l.and use!~ t>lanniu9 program t.or 
le9islati"e action. 'l'he COliQnission•s proposals were 
passed tfi t.h only tninor .chilng~:; by the 1975 legi slat urr~ :· 

Also. {)QvcTnox:..Jiat.bawc:ty. nerved for 2~ ymtTS as Chaiunar~ of : 
th~. (;uvcrnors Confex:ec:mce Committee on Natural Resources and/. 
~v~u:onmc-ntal Manac:tement.. 'l'his Colttmittee has a distinquj f;Hed 

.-·'" 

xecord for responsible pooi t ious on enviromneJ:It·;. natural . 
)' est)UXCft.S .• aM 1 f':l).9J:"Q¥ ma.t.tnz::.S. · ·o·c ·•• .. w, ''<""' •,•uNu~-·-·-·~•~-w.w.•u.·••-·.v,•.wu.·,··-·:-.w.-.--·.····--·····w-·.··········----

) 

I 
\ .· 

\ 



) 

Quest.ion: 

' ' 

At·· tbe time the President selected Governor Hathaway for 
Interior Sec.ret.ary, was he really awa.re that Interior is 
responsible for many important environmental and 
conservation programs? Is the future ootlook for those 
progralba rather d.isma l? 

J'mswer: 

Of course t.be President is well aware of the environmental 
and conservation prOCjraJD responsibilities of t.be Interior 
Ltepartlftent.. '!'bose prOCJrams include, for example, t,he 
National Part. Service... the Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the management of millions of acres of public domain lands 
are in the forefront of the Pederal efforts to protect 
the environment. 

Those pr09rams are important to the whole Nation and 
particularly to the West. Governor Hathaway is familiar 
with many of those programs because of t.heir crit.ical 
importance to hia botne state. We have every reason to 
believe that. his first.-band t.nowledqe of these progt·a.ma 
will put hiiB and the DepartJnent in an excellent position 
to carry forvard the environmental and conservation 
prpqrgs i.n A xerv dfect.i.xe WA\L, 

I 

, I 

I 
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lMPLlCA'.tlOliS Of' HJ\THAMJ\Y • S l•AS1' POLICIBS 

Ouest.ionl 

Au Governor of. W,yoming, St.anley Hat.havay consist-ently 
joined wit.b oi·l, coal and other business interests in 
development at the expens~ of t.tm ~nvixonment. JJe 
favor.ed build1ng 8 jetport and a nat.ional par-k, opposed 
designation of wild~rnP.ss cU:t~as, promot.ed suxtace mining, 
and favoredt:be use of poisons to kill wild animlals .. 
Ar~ t.bese the kind of polic::ie.s that led the )•resident to 
select Hathaway for the Interior Secretary job? 

Answer: 

'the President bas made clea.r his views that we 1nust 
continue pursuing our national goal of improving 
environmental quality: He has also pointed out. that we 
must achieve 'the bent possible balance altlong our objectives 
for i.mproving the environment and oul: ob:jective for 
providin9 adequate energy cUl,J strong national economy. 
The key ~· s finding t.he right. balan(~C'- The Pxesi<le:nt has 
<lisC\lGSC? t.hi$ basic philmr.ophy wi t.h C..ove.rnor Hat.hi.IWl~Y 
and has ~~ · '"ry reaGan t.o bt:!'lieve tJtat the Gove-r:nox would 
follow a c refully balanced appToach in administe.ritu} the 
important pxogramflt of the Oepaxtment. of the Interior. 
These prot} rams. as you J:now 1 include 1nany that. aJ"e irnpox t.ant. 
to the President and th~ Nation's objective of envixonmentul 
fJlU.tlity. 

1\lso, you should ret.•ogni;:e that Stan nat bawity han hr!'en 
se:J"ving as <"..OVt'!rnor of Wyuming whm:P tw sm·:veu the iHtr·r.u;t !::• 

of t.he J'e-ople of Wyoruin9 for two fnll te-.nns U& ytNH'H). lk 
has not been charged with carrying out t.he rc~sponsibiU.t.ie~;; 
of Secretary of tbr!. Int.erior. nj s .distinguished fH~l:\tiee in 
t.he JHlSt provitle every reason to ex}.,ect tbat he will 
itnpleu.ent- Ute- broad roamlat es of t.he lnt.eri<•r J>epa:rtment in 
1.\ ,,, lanced and ef feet, j lW:,.Jtli,.Y,.e,s ''<Y<YY'#' "'«""« « t '"#CC"·"U~<UU•'UUU.•n<n.•uuuuununuuuu,•<<• 
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puestion: 

l.turing his teras as (ktvernm: , Governc)r UatJnaway leased state 
lands for coal develo)lJitent, <mrl demonstrated repeaterlly t~hnt hn was 
a pawn of the oil and coal inclunt.T.y which is SP.nking to 
destroy Wyoming and other parts o£ the West. IJo you eY.)lect. 
hiu. to £ollov the smne policy as Secretaxy ot t.be Interior? 

Answer: 

nuring his tenure as governor and his service as Chairman 
of t .. he Governors Conference Conttnitt.e~ on Natux:al Resources 
and nt1v ironme:nt:..al Management., tlu~ Govox.nor ha.s been a lcadnr 
in J'lromot.i ng it sound ,nat. ional cmt!' rgy pul icy . 

.h sound policy requires ~1reat.er mm of the cmergy nJsoux-ces 
t.hat are available domestically rather Uu:m increasing our 
re 1 iance on intpor ted oil . 

'J'lu~ f'Tesident • s energy Ju·o9cam calls for double. ooo1 
pt·odm:tiou in t.he \Jni ted Stat.es by l 98!i. 'l'he congrcasi<mal 
UC"mocrat.s' energy l>lan calls for cv(m gn~at{tX production. 
'J'bis means that .. responsibltt dcv,dopU~ent of our coal resources 
in t.be United St.ates, inclmlin~J those in the West. is nr!cesFH1TY 
in tllc national interest.. 

GoVl~Tnor nat.haway' s knmdt~dge of tJu~ \-/estr~rn statr.- con) 
resources atH1 of the pt oblem~; nssociat.r~d w.i 1 h xesptm~d h.1 c 
development of these r.esoux-t~es w.ill Jnllkt! it possihl{: 1~ol 
him t~o develop approache:J Utat lmlatace t.he nt~ed lm: j neyc-;ln·d 
coal production \iit.h ut.her ohjectivPn, inelnding <lvoid;HIC:<· 

, ...• ., ..•... ,. ,. .. , r.\f ... \) O.!).g,CP.Ji>.S.R!:Yee dC·UlelJ:)J)ID~Ut,..., .. "«.«< '"«' "<«««<"". ·u• 



TilE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJ!'<GTON 

April 2. 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are the questions I believe are most likely 
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego. 

They are based on the questions which have been 
asked at my briefings and at this week's news 
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and 
Assistant Secretary Habib. 

I believe that almost all the questions at your 
news conference will deal with Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

All three television networks plan to broadcast 
your news conference live. 

RON NESSEN 
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Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol? 

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated 
peace in Cambodia? 

-

., 

' 



I know you have said the law forbids you to use American 
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know .your 
personal opinion. 

If it were not for the law. would you use American military force 
to save Cambodia and Vietnam? 
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You have always claim.ed to be open and accessible, 
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about 
Vietnam this week, you ran. 

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough 
questions from reporters:? 
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There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon. 
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event 
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnam.ese 
try to prevent their evacuation? 

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the 
event of an American evacuation from Saigon? 

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American 
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out? 
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Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do 
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he 
were to step down? 
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Doesn1t the fact that you had to send General Weyand 
to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either 
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you 
were stalling for time? 

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military 
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces? 

Have you had any report from General Weyand? 

-
, 
•.#, .. 

' 



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline 
new American policy toward S. E. Asia, the Middle East, 
or other areas? 

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the 
world: Indo- China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible 
for this collapse? 

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result 
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed. 
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked 
him to stay as Secretary of State? 
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The only thing the United States has done in the past 
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent 
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. · 

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other 
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area 
or will make? 
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QUESTION: 

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees 
in Vietnam? 

The President of World Airways and a number of people 
in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese 
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the 
necessary permission. 

Can't you do something about this? 

ANSWER: 

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South 
Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted 
by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's 
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The 
first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to 
arrive in San Francisco this week. if they are not already here. 

(from Ted Marrs) 
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There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese 
soilders trampling women, children and old people to 
get on evacuation planes and ships. 

How can we call people like this our allies and why should 
we give any help to people who behave like this? 

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives 
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed 
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and 
trampling civilians in an effort to get away? 



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in 
Vietnam? 

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam? 

Frustrated? 

Angry? 

Saddened? 

Resigned? 
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Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor 
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam? 
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Why didn't the U.S. accelerate military shipments to South 
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was 
beginning to worsen? 
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Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in 
South Vietnam? 
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Do you think the present situation in Vietnam" shows Vietnamization 
to be a failure? 
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Considering what Congress has already said about aid 
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional 
money will be forthcoming? 

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional 
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there 
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have 
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese 
forces? 
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What impact do you think it has on the American public 
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam 
is overrun by the Communists? 
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Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American 
military presence in Vietnam? 

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other 
military force to try to save South Vietnam? 
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What is your assessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding 
out? 

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out? 

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam? 
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Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the 
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he 
reflecting your views when he said that. 
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The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations. 
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our 
military intelligence as a result? 
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You told us at your last news conference that a non-Communist 
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest 
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall 
have on America1 s security? 

If the survival of a non-Communist Cambodia is essential 
to America's national interest, then why don 1t we send 
American military force in to save it? 
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South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of 
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that 
the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure 
of American blood and rr1oney in that part of the world were 
wasted? 
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What is your assessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding 
out? 

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out? 

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam? 
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Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American 
military presence in Vietnam? 

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other 
military force to try to save South Vietnam? 
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What impact do you think it has on the American public 
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam 
is overrun by the Communists? 
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Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the 
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he 
reflecting your views when he said that. 
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The North Vietnam.ese have far exceeded anyones expectations. 
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our 
n1ilitary intelligence as a result? 
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You told us at your last news conference that a non-Communist 
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest 
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall 
have on America's security? 

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential 
to America's national interest, then why don't we send 
American military force in to save it? 
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South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of 
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that 
the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure 
of American blood and 1noney in that part of the world were 
wasted? 
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Considering what Congress has already said about aid 
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional 
money will be forthcoming? 

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional 
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there 
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have 
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese 
forces? 
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Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization 
to be a failure? 
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Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in 
South Vietnam? 
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Why didn't the U.S. accelerate military shipments to South 
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was 
beginning to worsen? 
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Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor 
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam? 
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Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in 
Vietnam? 

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam? 

Frustrated? 

Angry? 

Saddened? 

Resigned? 
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There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese 
soilders trampling women, children and old people to 
get on evacuation planes and ships. 

How can we call people like this our allies and why should 
we give any help to people who behave like this? 

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives 
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed 
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and 
trampling civilians in an effort to get away? 
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QUESTION: 

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees 
in Vietnam? 

The President of World Airways and a number of people 
in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese 
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the 
necessary permission. 

Can't you do something about this? 

ANSWER: 

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South 
Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted 
by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's 
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The 
first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to 
arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here. 

(from Ted Marrs) 
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The only thing the United States has done in the past 
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent 
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. · 

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other 
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area 
or will make? 
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In your speech to Congress next week will you outline 
new American policy toward S. E. Asia, the Middle East, 
or other areas? 

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the 
world: Indo- China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible 
for this collapse? 

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result 
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed. 
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked 
him to stay as Secretary of State? 
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Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand 
to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either 
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you 
were stalling for time? 

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military 
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces? 

Have you had any report from General Weyand? 
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Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do 
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he 
were to step down? 
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There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon. 
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event 
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese 
try to prevent their evacuation? 

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the 
event of an American evacuation from Saigon? 

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American 
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out? 
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You have always claimed to be open and accessible~ 
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about 
Vietnam this week, you ran. 

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough 
questions from reporters;? 
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I know you have said the law forbids you to use American 
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know .your 
personal opinion. 

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force 
to save Cambodia and Vietnam? 
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