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QUESTION AND ANSWER

Recommended by Marsh. Supported by Buchen and the Congressional

shop.

Q: Mr. President, there'has been much discussion as to who is
to blame for the disastrous turn of events in Vietnam. There has been
some reference to your view that Congress is at fault for failing to
provide the recent request for $300 million in aid. Who do you feel is
to blame ?
A, Let's remember the real source of the problem in Vietnam is the
flagrant aggression and violation of the Paris Peace Accords by the North
Vietnamese, They have invaded South Vietnam, They have made millions
homeless. They are the aggressors. If they would withdraw and stop
their aggression and atrocities, the situation in Vietnam would stabilize.
By ignoring the Peace Agreement which they signed, the North Vietnamese
are clearly responsible for the curreﬁt tragic state of affairs.

Now as to what has happened because of the aggression, that is
more complex involving many factors both here and in Vietnam._ As you

Free. 4 K

know, I have a long record of supporting the efforts of previous’érchremsigdea -
T Ao ol s Citg a :

I am sorry I have not received the response




2.
which I had hoped for in my requests for additional aid and assistance,
Like many others, I am disappointed that over a period of years there
has been both a diminution and Iixnit?.tion on our assistance to South
- Vietnam. ButI do not believe we should become involved in a national
debate as to who in America is at fault. My hope is thaf the Congress
will join with me in doing whatever we might to be of hélp and assistance

to this beseiged country and its people.



RON NESSEN

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are a set of questions and suggested answers
proposed by the National Security Council,

RON NESSEN
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MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN

FROM: LOU TROMPSON L&

SURIECT: Summary of Secretary Schliesinger's April 2 Press Conference

Before the Sncrefary bogao his press conference, Joo Lajtin said tho
four ships are off Nha Trang and will be moving and he will give the
precise location later. ;
Secrelary Schlesinger gave an over-all assessment of the combat situation
a8 follows:

Continued deterioration in the highlands, Cam Ranh Bay siill under
governmen{ conlrol, some reduction in combat aclivily around Ssigon and
Tay Ninh, some increase in conbal activitly in the delta bat the delta
rewmains relalively stable. Two-thirds of the country is under Communist
confrol and it is a sitoation of historic and tragic propoylions,

Schlesinger said he expects the Saigon defenses will be tested within the
ncxt four weeks or less, Had there is a possible defensive area around
Saigon and the delia which can be beld with the present forces, however,
shoudl North Vietnam decide to move it unconmumnitlied divisians south, the
defense of Saigon will he severcly tested. Relatively litlle movement

. from Norih Vielnam but some southward movement of NVN strategic
reserve posilions.

Estimated equipment losses Lo be $Z billion.

Any ence-for-one replacement of equipment wonld be what we preceive the
present needs would be o stabilire Saigon and would be contingent on the
President's decisions after he receiver his report from General Weyand.

Cuncerning re-introduction of Ainerican forces, Schlesinger referred lo
the President's March 6 statemment and said thal ponition slands. Said
he could not rule out the President asking Congress [o use air power but
considered the probalilily of such a request to be relatlively low.

o, ra o,



The Depariznent of Defente position on the use of U. 5. Marines ie to adher
strictly lo the law of Augusi 15, 1973 concerning the cui-off of ald combat
activity in Southeast Asia, That law states Lthal parlicipation ia nol
permitied and if 1. 8, forces were placed in s situation where they could
be drawn into combat, we would be in violation of the law.

The Secretary was asked about plans to evacuate Saigon and he said thai

the United Slates govermmesnt has cmergency evacuation plans for all capitols
ayound the world and there is, of course, a plan to evacuale Saigon. He
further stalted that ihe forces of the United States are available for

emergency cvacuation if requested by the Ambassador through the Departiment
of Slate,

Schlesinger said he is not planning to go to Palm Springs this week and
said he is in daily contacl by phonez with the President.

He wae asked if U, 8. intelligence was faully concerning the events up

to this point, and Schlesinger replied that the basic iniclligence proublem
was ope 3p which the presence of the South Vietnameese forces and their
wil) to fight was underestunated, our inlelligence concerning Hanai's
intenbions was relatively accuorate in thal while a major offensive was
not planned until 1976, Hanoi said that if other opportunities presented
themselves, they wmld take advantage of them.

?
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Has the US accepted the French invitation to a conference of
ofl producers and consumers? 5,
il
TR
The US has accepted the invitation of the French Goveramant
5 L T

to attend a Preparatory Meeting beginning April 7 in Paris to

vifanize 4 forynal conierente of 0il' produting and conswning

countries.

French President Giscard d'Estaing and I agreed in Decembeor .
at Martinigue, ard the US subsequently agreed with other conuu;r;;;-gf
countrica in the Iiternational Encrgy Agency, that a formal Prbdﬁ;_;;:-
Consumer Couference should be organized in four c;refully Prep“;;é

2w
A

stages:
-~ Satisfactory progress toward consumer cooperation in energy
related financial matters, energy conservation, and the davelop-

ment of alternative energy sources;

-- A preparutory meeling to decide un the agenda, participation =
and other procedural arrangements, for a formal conference;
LT
~- The intensive coordination of consumer country positiong on

isgucs to be addreased in the formal corferance; and

-~ A forrnal conference between oil consumers and producers,

In January and Febrvary, we reached agreement with tho fﬁ:hé'i

P ..;'.;-‘_;’
§oepaites

major vil consuming countries on covperation in the financial ares " °
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and in ccnservation. At its meeting of March 20, the IEA
Governing Board agreed on a fraﬁework for consumer country
cooperation in the developmeat of alternative energy sources,
Thus, we have now completed the first of the four sequential
stapes and are rcady to miove to the preparatory meeting.

The April 7 meetiag will be purely procedural in nature,
It will decide on the agenda and other procedural questions relating 3
to the- formal-conforence.-—-Jt-will not involve any subatantiva dinc‘.;u”u:i’.ii
of the world energy situation, [FYI. We expoct that the mee't'i;ug 4 i
will 1ast approximately one week, The US delegafion w'll be hn:‘hd '
at the opening of the meecting by Charles W, Robirson, Under e

Secrctary of State for Economic Affaires. ]
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AMIRICANS IN hfi!SX.I(SI\:_N JAILS

Quadtion

There are many Americuans in jail in Mexico, Congreseman Stark
has charged that they are often held incommunicado, mistreated or
evan toriured, subjected to extortion, denied rights even under
*eolean low, and that the UL S, Government is doing very little about
it, Con you tell us what the Government is duing,

P —— Mt 8w e —

f‘:‘ Loer

I can assure you that we recognize and carry out vur responsibilities
for the protection and welfare of Arncricans abroad tu tha fullest
extent possible, OCur Ermbassy and Consulates in Mexico are making
avary paceibla affort to tondor appropricte aovwvistonca te priscacz:a’
rogquosts, to investigate charges of any migtreatment, When such -
charges appear well-founded they are brought to the attention of

the IMexican authorities, :

=+
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Further Background Information

Ccngrtiu giman Fortney Stark (D, ~-Calif, ) introduucd House Resolution 313
which has becn referred to the House Committce un Forcign Affairsg,

‘The Commiltee has referred this Resolution to the appropriate asubcommiiiten
{oc heart gs which have not yct been hald. The rusolutlion requests certain
in‘ormation ecacerning Americang imprisonced in Mexico. The State
Department is already supplying information to the committea in the hopa
that the information will obviate the need for the House tu pass this m 98.3Ure.

:FL'




Q.

Al

HOW THE RESULTS OF VIETNAM AFFECT EURCPE

Willy Brandt, the former German Prime Minicter, has said that
Europe will not be affected by what happens in Vietnam, Doeon't
thia t:xp.lode thc.s nzyth. that our gectting out ot Vietnam would darange
~-nue pnastion intiirope?
Perceotions of this nature are inherently difficult to measure,
Mr, Brandt is a distinguishcd statesman whose views are
important. At the same time we have had indications from
leaders in a number of NATO countries which make ¢leay that
recent developments in Vietnarm have influenced their judgment
regarding American reliability as an ally. The United States
commitment to the security of our NATO 3llies has been the
cornerstone of &nericm foreigu policy for more than 25 years,
The continuing credibility of that cormmitment is bascd upon
allied aspessments of the U.S. response whenever our politicel
will and integrity is challenged, Wheraver the fidelity of the ‘
Unitcd States is called into question, as is now the case in
Vietnam, American constancy us an ally is being measured, Tfu'
locus of that challenge cannot dismise the fact that it is a challenge,

and there ¢an be no doubt that our encmics as well ai our friends

follow our response very clogely.
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THE DEFPARTURE OF LLON NOL

What part did we play in Lon Nol's departure from Phnom
Penh? Does it increase the chances for peace in Cambodia?

-

we naa no part in Lon fMel's decision to leave Camboma,
just as we had no part in the mavernent that brought him t<'.3
power there. Thoue were Carnbodian decisions. We Ht".'ppol't;d;'
i,on Nol while he was in Phnown Penh and we still support the
Cambodian Government and itslubjectives of a [ree, indepl:':;den;
and neutral Cambodia.

Whether Lon Nol's departure will help bring about

naegotiaticns for a peaceful settlement is a mnatter for

Cambodians to decide. We will continue to urge thet hostilitiss

.

cease as Boon as possible and that the parties reach a
settlemcent through peaceful negotiations in accordance with

the humanitarian considerations of a populace weary of war,



U, S, Help to Refugeas

What are we doing and what will we da for the refugsos
in Vietnam?

At presant we are concentrating on assisting the
evacuation of refugecs from ibreatened areas, Qnca this
process 1y completed, we will know better 'what additional
help they will need. The refugeces will l;ave to be fed,
sheltered and resettlod. When I have a. clear idea of U, S,
aid requirements for this humanitarian effort, I will consult
with the Congress to ensure that the desperate plight ‘of
the hecmeless people is ameliorated.

To coordinate this effort, I have appointed Mr. pgniel

Parker, the Director of the Agency for International

Development, as the Special Courdinator for Disaster Relisf,



TROOP COLLAPSE IN VIETNAM

In your stutements, aad in statements by Administration
witnesses secking aid for Vietnam from the Congrese, ihe
argument has been that with arms and equipment tha South
Vietnamese could defend themselves, And yet the experience
of tha past two weeks reflects Vietharnese fleeing the battlefiold
without even a fight leaving American equipment behind, Isa’t
it clear that your ccafidence in the Vietnamese was misgulded?

We Lave to put what has happencd into perepective,

Preaident Thicu found himsalf faced with two very diffsult
problems. On the one hand were the unmistakable signs of an
all-out offensive by North Viatnam in total and massive violaton
of the Paris Accords. On the other were the signa of sanyply
diminishing US assistance, emphasized by the reporta brought
back by Senate Chaivman Tran Van Lam of his experiencas
with the Congress aud by the votes of the Democratic caucuses
against aid to Vietnara.

Faced with such formidable problems, President Thieu
decided he had no choice but to withdraw to lines more easily
defended with reduced assistance. Unfortunately, such a
maneuver is militarily both difficult and dangerous. In addition
Vietnamese troops normally have their families in close
proiximity to them, The result was that the troops, mexpgx}iencc'd
in executing quickly sc complex a move, and faced with the

prospect of leaving their loved.ones to the invaders, became

panicked.
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Dut it is important to remeinber that, prior to this moot
recent reversal, Svath Vietnamcsce troops have fought
bravely and skillfully, Given an indication of U.S. support,

r

there is no reavon to think they will not do sa now,

4k



4

-
e

GCHANGE FOR SURVIVAL, OF $OUTH VIETNAM

What is the gituation now in Vietnam? Doeg the country bave
any chance for survival?

The stability of South Victuarn under the P:;.ris Accords
was based on the twin assumptions of some ¢nforcement
machinery and an adequate level of aszistance to Vietnam.

With respuact to enforcement machinery, it was destroyed

sunener
in the / of 1973, in legislation vhich prohibited direct or indirect
combat activities by US forces in, over,’ or off the coast of
Vietnam, Laos or Camboedia, Tn fact, there was virtually no
poasibility that US military furce would ever sgain heve beén
used in Vietnam, with or without such a law., What the law
did, however, was to remove the possibility of US reentry.a.u
an inhibiting i fluence on the North Vietnamese,

Ag for aigd, it wa\sj;:‘\yn FY 74 by about 30 percent and in

an/
FY 75 by Lwa-thiveds, thi

a quadrupling of oil prices, for example. As a result, neither

in the face of sharply rising cont& -

of the assuinptions on which the Paris Aceords were based

proved valid,

¢

In the face of the recent blatant and masasive North

Vietnamese aggression, with the prospect of adequate funds

gt N, o
e



and supplies fading away, the South Vietnamese forceas tried
to withdraw to a defensive perimeler which they 'thought could
be held with the reduced supplies aveilable, Without udequate
preparation, this difficult and dangerous military maneuver
proved too much for the forces invalved and panic onsued,

Although the northern half of the country has
been captured or abandoned, the Saigon Gov'ermnent still
retaing control of the vast majority of the population, mest
of the productive areae of the country, and very aigniﬂ:ja.nt
armed forces.

Whether South Vietnam survives depends on a numbar c{
factors, the most important of which are adequate U.S.
military and eccnomic assistance and the will of the South
Vietnamnese to continue to defend themselves. The epirit,
the morale, and the expectations of the Vietnamese are
contingent to a great extent on their perceptions of the
support and constancy of U.8. assistancec.

I will be meeting with General Weyand upon hig return
from Vietnam to hear his assessment of the s'ituation thera,

I will make final judgments affer rcceiving his report,

.-.... ;!,‘-



BLAME FOR MIDDLE EAST TALKS SUSPENSION

How do you reconcile the statements you and Se-cretary
Kissinger made about not ascribing blame in the failure

of the Midcast peace talks with your Hearst interview

in which you called the Iasraelis "inflexible,

Levyitg blame for the suspension uf Secretary Kissinger's
negotiatiann does not help us achieve our objective «- futther
progrenas on the road to a juat and lasting peace in the iddle

Fagt. Nather than indulge in recriminations, wwe want to

concentrate on where we go from here.

However, it is my view that Israel, which had the most to
gain from a process of negotiation with the U, S. as the

mediator, should have shown greater flexibility, It was my

disappointment with the demonstrated lack of floxibility that

I was expressing in my interview.

+



The Domino Theory

Does the dommino theory really have any validity in the
interdependent werld of the 1970s?

For many years the United States hag enjoyed a

posirion of strength in rhe world, The confidence that our.
allies have in us has global influence for peace. When

the constancy and credibility of Americain commitrasnts

is shaken in one nation that relics cn us, tha ropercussions
must necessarily shake the confidence of other friendly
nationg similarly situated. We have the strength an:i the
capability to be a major force for peace throughout the
world. But ouxr leadership is dependent on the respact
ami~ciediulityothers place in it. Nations will inevitably
judge us by our actions and not mercly by our words and

gestures, however well-intentioned they may seem.

#.
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VIABILITY OF SOUTII VIETNAM

Doesn’t the collapse of South Vietnam prove that it was nothiag
but a fictitious entity propped up Ly massive US involvenaond?

Not at 31t. In fhe eighteen months following the conclugiva
of the Paris Accords in January 1973, South ‘}iétnam wa3 i1
every sense a ''ffoing concern.’" Its troops were alert, co:xfldent.
and aggressive and without notable exception fought wall. Tha
cconony wae stabilizing and there was every indication of growing
economic vigor und strength, Indeed, my offer to terwmtiants

US assistance afler three more years of subatantial help vise

pasca on our projections of dynamic progress.

Unfortunate.ly.' teductiong in US assistance began (o e1a'e
this sense of gelf-confideace. In FY 74, military and ;éonnmic
asgistance to Vietham was cut 30 percent In Y 78, in the
face of sharply rising costs, including, for example a quadrupling
of oil prices, military asaintance way cut 66 percent and eccmoznic.‘
aid 62 percent,

In the face of thense shatrp declines in assistance, a deterioration
of morale accurred. In addition, the blcak prospects for future
aid triggeredA a South Vietnamese daecision to withdraw to an area
more easily defended wih the r=liced means available, As we all N
80 tragically see, the Vietnamese were unable to executa so

complicated and difficult a manuever and panic set in. We are now.

-

in the process of asseasing where we go in the face of the naw

gituation which now confronts us.



REPLACING ABANDONED EQUIPMENT

Why should we support the South Vietnamesge by giving them
maore cquipment when they have let a billion dollars woxrth
fall into North Vietnamese hands? Aren't we-juat throvdag
goad money after bad? How tnuch would it take to holp the
South Vietnamese now thut they have lust so much?

I do not want to judge at this point what South Vietnamecse
needs will be, or what our next steps should he. I want

to await General Weyand's report and then to consult with

my advisors before making my deciriana.

What we need to do is look at the requirements of the siteation
which now faces us and try to determine where to g0 on that.
basis. I will let the American people know as soon as I bave

made a final judgment,

4k
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GENEVA CONFERENCE

Since Egypt asked the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference -«
the U.S. and USSR -- to recoavene the confercace, how deoes
the Unitod States view a reconvening of this conferenca?

We are prepared to take any steps to help promote a L'zatina_.
peace in the Middle East, including uf course the reconvaering
of the Gencva Conference, We will be consulting with the

parties involved about next steps.

* .
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are several questions and possible answers
sent by your economic advisers in Washington.

RON NESSEN



March 31, 1975

REENF e - - -HOU%E BUDGET COMIXIT:EL? ""'.Q’B
Y VG SUDCIY O §308.7 DU, m"
The new llouse Budget Comalttee has approved a Congressional spending

plen fcr fiscal yaarw '76 totaling $366.7 billion., This Is $17.3 Hilllon =
wore thau the Prosident proposed, and would result in a Fedexrsl daficit:

of $73.7 billfan, $21.8 hillioa more than the President proposud in

Fehzuarry end $:13,7 hillion sbove the §GO killion at which you drew t.ha

112 whian yoa slgned tha tax bill.

Whec's your yweaction to the House Budget Comittee's proposals?

GUIDANCE: Vi awa geatificd that the House RFudget Comaltten
has teken the initiativa, xad althoigh not required
by law uatil next y2ay, has Cevzlop:d its owm
vecamendutionsg for Federal spendiay in fiscal
sear "76.

It has becn the Adwinistration's hope that with > t
the estabhlishmcar of the Budget Comuittees 2 new .
nenss of responsibility for total Federal spendirg
would develop in Congress. A mijor sign that this
haops has a chance for fulfillmant 435 seen in thaly
ad’cption of the President's proposal for a 5%
limitation on the increase in pay for Federal
eziployees and a 7% limitation on tha2 increases

for some cothar programs tied to the cost of

1living index.

aAll the danger sigpals point to teiil spending T ek B
“n 1976 that would, if not constrained, be much o :
gréater than the $366 billion recomuaended hy tha’
nuuse Buuy@T Lomaittee. A3 YOU kno4, i€ tha
Congress wera to tucceed in enacting the legis-
lation its committees now have under consid-ration, e
the Federal deficit would be in excess of $100 billien, e
with spending in the area of $380 to $400 billion. Sl

As I stated whan I signed the taw hill, T will do
everything T can to keep the 19/0 deticit from
exceeding $60 billion. To do this, I will, If
necessary, veto bills that would incrcase spending, .
excapt for achieving natiosal e:snryy goals and
certain humanitarian needs. In addition, I will




centinue to push for Congressivnal cuppart for

the spending reductiong that X have proposed. ‘

I urye the House Bwlget Cosmittee and the entire - JORAR
Cougreas to yeoxemine the zltuation and join me R “n R
in working to hold tha deficit to not iwre than

fC0 1421 ona



Uhy did you spocify $60 billion as the absolute limit for the
anticipated Federal budget deficit in FY 19762
Throughout my public service'l hzve been aga1nst large guvern-
ment deflrwts. an
- ity original budget recuests for FY 1976 did inPTuCP an
anticipated $52 billion deficit which realistically foced
up to the sharp loss of tax revenues caused by the
vecession and increased outluys for unemployment compensa-
tion benefits and the creation of new jobs. But 1 also
called for veduced spending in existing programs (thyongh
new tegislaticn and rescissions and deferrals) totalling
$17 billion to hold the deficit at $52 Lillion and a
moratorium on new orocrams until we can veordar our national
prricrities. : -

ne at $50 5illion I am reafffrminq those ° L

v~ budgot.reoquectes for cuts in existing programs not aYready-

grer*urned and a firm restriction on new spending other -
h;an for achieving national energy goals &nd certain: - -
vwanitarian needs. ..5. ¢ M

- The increase 1n the deficit reflects: (1) Congressfowil (o
action overturning sone of my budget reductions; (2) ~irent’
actfons to increase outlays for unemplaoynert compernsae®lion
benefits and the creation of new jobs; and (3) the .

congressional increase in the size of tax xeductlons
heyond my January request for an immediate tax cut to
stimulate the ecanomy &s quiclly as poss-.ble. These
increases cannct go on, and I have specified $60 billfon © .~
2s a deficit ceiling for thre: fundamential reasonss | .
4 ] L ~ . T BT :..‘ .-‘ .
1. The massive deficits will create real problems fur the
financial markets, part1cu1ar1y as the mortgag2 and
husiness borrcwers increase their credit needs as tha
econgmy recovers. It is impassible to identif
specific "flash poiant" whera the financial mar{ei
would not be able to finance a deficit but it is
ohvious to anyone familiar with onr finanrcial marlets,
particularTy tie ‘nisvoricaiiy high ieveis or long- teri
interest rates which have peruisted despite the severe
recession, that we arc alrecady in the danger zane and evzn
larger deficits will add to the risks.
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Increasing government spending and deficits now

would be 111 timed as the cconumy begins to show
dgefinite signs of recovery., Government actions

have historically lagged develuypments in the economy -

causing exaggerated booms and busts as dalayed
stinulus and restraint effects distort the economy.
We should avoid overreaction in coping with swings
in our economy. The possible FY 3976 spaunding
figures 1 see couming out of the new Congressional
budget review process could eventually reifurn us

to an overheated economy and accelerating 1nf1ation.

Hhile running a deficit in fourtcen of the last
fifteen years (ending with FY 1975) we have created
an unfortunate spending momentum that increasingly
locks us into old programs and limits our ability
to respond to new pational priorities. If.we
continue to “*ncrease spending beyond the levels

specified in my budget requests we will lose, what
little flexibility 1s left.

.




TRANSTORTAPTION. MASS WMRAMKITE a0 NriimAve

Quust ivn

In your interview in Fortune Magaozine, you indicaled that

Lthae Nation nceded a major new massg bransih inftkiativa, wWill

yon submit leginlation proposing adiditionat mass transit funding
and a corrcsponding reduction in the amount of money we apend '
on highways? ’

Answeay

In the Fortune intoegview, T stated “...1 think we have to move
- Ll >
into a broadcr wasy tranusit provrcam. . ."

we already have the legislative basis to 4o this. e is the
National Mass Transportation Assistance Act of 1974 which X
signed in Novembher of laad year. T warked for the psogage of
this ki1l in tha last days af the 33rd Corgress and I am looking
0 Fhes Meacbueat oL Traodpourtat ion Jor vigourous implementation.

LL provides $11.8 billion over the nexl zix yveasrs for mass
transit., This means that we will be spending in the neaxt fiscal
venr almnoat 70 peracent mare Foderal funds “or masgs transit than
we spent in the last Lisocol yuvar, : i

I will shortly be submitting new highway la2gislation which will
ravamy the existing highway program and specifically address
the question of cantinuation of the Highwa:r Trust rupnd, I
have nol made up my mind on Lhe progiss fora that this legis~
lative propusal will take, but I am seriously considering a
proposal to roturn a portion of the Federal highway taxes to
the States so that they can build end main.zin roads within
their bhoundaries. Furthermore, T will bLiv wroposing a substential
reduction in the large nunher of categoricsl grant programs in
the highwiay area and T oam hopeful that this consolidation will
permit greater (lexibility by State and local governmenta.

i, buval
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IRANSPUORTATION - BAKT

Question

Does the Administraliun guppuzt cunsbiuction of reyional =
rapid rail systoms, Such as BARY, cluewheore in the country?

Answer

The Departmoent of Tranaportation, in coopagation with HUD and
NSP, has embuarked on o wultimillion dollar, multiyvear program
of agsessment of the BART syslum. I is hoped that thyough
Lhese eiforts, a more compreheasive body of krowledge choud
thye impaels of a regional rapid rall system will develep.
However, thuese ellorts nobtwithstanding, it Ly rdoet tha Fedaral
padgition to dictate to Btate and lecal governments what forms
of transportation will hegt nerve their needs. The Department
of Yransportation will continue to support State and locally
developed systems which are based on comprehenzive, continuineg
and nooporative planning to the extent poaaible and within our
resources. T would point ont that in this day and age of
increagling costs, we vontinually must insist that State/loecal
officials show uy the cout vlicctivencss of their scolutions.

‘Whare we fael that rapid rail Lransil is cost offective, we

will suzport their construction.
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¥hat azre you dbibg. wilh- respeet to-ypor annpanced Teassessnenton

Secxelary Risninger and Ldiscuss this iesue dajly..  IG-additiong,

Ehave a-mambBer sfactiovns underway. J8aign

ppesible range: of adbices:. _

Z): T have asked ot ovy Ambassadbra ffom Egypt, Israell”

Jordan, aud Syrii-to-seforn o the United Stales for eonsoltalion:

iordEr that we-san-Hsve. the benefit of their advice at By et handl

B VWe ﬂaﬂommxﬁ@wﬁﬁawﬁeﬁﬁ’ﬁgmﬁmk

sndEgYon

s outdide: the Goveramentl, We-are, fOr sxamplp, iH cloae

Hax Fisler and Babbi Miller. On Tiesday, Secrefary Kivsingar-

mwetwith a distinguished’ grovp of businessmen-and Tormer Bigh™

government oficials, » group wiich incliaded’ such leadérs as Dean

Fasi, Williaw Se¥ankon, Averill Harriman and Georye B3ll. Wi

-

itend to- continue this policy by inviting viher grovps foF sonsulfation- -

iithe days aheéesd -

¥y evrn, ntendto get the widest possidle inpol o this reassessment
Hirk I’ want to assure you that the policy which emerges will not Tefiect:

jist one patrticular viewpoint but will be io the overall DS natfonal




aeffthe Jarge nuanbérs Svolved and the overwiiElming need Tor:.
wesistance, Fwill-soon B8 asking the Congress ior ad@ifonal finds-

witlithe Famanitarisn agenci®a to.dD eve

i reXieve the:
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MEMORANDUM - A

THE WHI'TE HOUSE

WARHIINGTON

April 2, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: ' RON NESSEN %p
FROM: _ MARGI VANDERHYEV
SUBJECT: President's Bricfing Book -l

There are several additions and substitutions for the original
Q'a and A'a that went to Palm Springs last Saturday. Now that you have
received the new and additivnal Q's and A's, you can update the Presidmt’l
and your briefing books as followa: '

l. Why More Aid to Vietnami is out of date and subsumed under
dexed questions. It should be removed. it

- e iy 4

2. Cambodia Nepgotiations: should be replaced by the dexed version of thg :
same title, o] s

3.0 UN Peacekeeping Forces in the Middle East: should be replaced by
UN Peacekeeping Force, Reopenm g of the Canal,

4, 'Ihe original question on the Producer Consumer Ccnferenc_e_sho‘uld.
be replaced by the dexed version of the same title. The guldance -
has changed considerably on this one, &

I bave alerted General Scowuroft that you received many questions in
your briefing today on Vietnamization. He thinks that the dexed guidance
should suffice, but if you have the feeling that it ia an issua the reporters
will zero in on, please advise and we will staff a separate Q. & A.

T e 3--- -
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CAMBODIAN NEGOTIATIONS

Now that Lon Nol has departed Cambodia, do you sce any better
chance for negotiations?

The war in Gambodia is not continuing because the pecple
there view it as a solution.

The Cambodian Government has indica ed that it would enter
int;o talks xincopditionally at any time and place, _'fhat offer has never
been accapted and the Khmer Communists have refused to negotiate
not only with Lon ‘Nol, but also with any of the leaders of tﬁe Carmbodian .
Government, _ ;

I have aaici tl;:;.t we are willing to support any negotiations and
accept any outcome which the parties themselves accept. And as

far as the United States is concerned, the personalitias inwlved will :

nbt constitute obstacles of any kind to a settlement.
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UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE
REOPENINC OF THE SUEY CANAL

What is your view of President Sadat’s speech extcading the UN
peacekeeping forces on the Sucz front for another three months
and announcing the reopening of the Suez Canal for early June?
The UN forces are an esgential part of the disengagement agrae-

ments on each front.

The se agreements are a step toward a peace

settlement in accordance with Security Council Resolution 338, Iem ‘-

pleased with any step to extend these mandates -as part of the peace-

making process, I welcomed President Sadat's announcement of

the reopening of the Canal as a constructive initiative that can only

enhance the climate for reason and mioderation, X is very

important that all parties adopt constructive attitudes in thie period

O G

can ke resumed,
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VIETNAMESE GOYERNMENT

What is the Admigistration's reaction to the South Vietnamese

‘Senate's call for “a new leadership' to end the war?

The intermal political sitoation in Vietmam is pot a matter for
the Administration to comment on. The United States wapports the

government of Vietnam, President Thieu is ita clected leader,

¥Y¥L Refer to Bahib briefing with similar language.
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U.S. HELP FO REFUGEES

€. What are we doing and what wil) we do for the refugees in Vietnam?

A At present, we are concentrating on assiating the evacunation
of refugees from threatenod areas. Once this pwcess is completed,
we will know beHter what additional belp they will nced, The refugees
will bave to be fed, sheltered auvd resettled. We are studying aid
requiraments to ensuxe that the desperate plight of the homeleas
peopls is ameliorated. .
As you know, {he President has appointed Mr. Daniel Parker,

the Director of the Agency for Intexnational Development as the

Special Coordinator for Disaster Relief.
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GENEVA CONFERENCE

Yesterday Egypl ashed the Co~-Chalyman of the Geneva

. Curderepco ~« the US and USSR -~ to reconvens the conference,

Huw doet the United States view a reconvening of the Gencva
Gouference?

We are prepared {0 take any #tops to belp promote a
lasting peace in the Middle East, including of course the
roconvening of the Geneva Conferevce, We will be consulting

wiih the partics ibvulved aboul next «tepa.




CAMBODIA NEGOTIATIONS

The attached is a press conference by Thai Foreign Minister Chatchai
onh Khmer peace negotiations.

Q. How does the U.S. view the efforts of the Thai initiatives to
bring about negotiations in Cambodia?

A, Naturally, we welcome these efforts by the Thai. As we have
said before, it has been the publicly stated wish of the Khmer
government to negotiate a settlemert to end the war andwe too desire

a peaceful resolution of the conflict.

On Cambodian Evacuation:

Refer to guidance of yesterday, pointing out that we always
have contingency plans when the lives of Americans are at stake.



CURRENT BABYLIFT FIGURES

193 Children have arrived at Travis AFB,

302 Children are enroute to Travis AFB via a Mack Charter DC-10,
23 Children are still at Clark AFB.

A total of 1, 305 children have been or are being brought to the U.S8. as

of today; 787 have come by non-government aircraft, 518 by government
flights.



SOYUZ MISSION

If asked about the aborted Soyuz Mission and whether it will
affect plans for the US-USSR joint docking this summer, you may say

that according to reports, plans for the joint docking mission are
proceeding on schedule,

For details on the likely reasons for the failure of the Soyuz Mission,
refer to NASA,



U.S. FUNERAL DELEGATION

Q. Who is the United States sending to Taiwan for the funeral of Chiang
Kai Shek, and when will the funeral be?

A, We are in the process of forming the delegation. When the members

have been selected we will announce them. The funeral will take place on

6 WA psetmdiln,
April / . Delegations hawe-besn-asked-bo arrive in Taiwan by

LA —————

Aprit /S5,

Nl —— s s

FYI ONLY: Present plans call for Secretary Butz to head the delegation
Other members will be Senator Goldwater, Congressman Clement Zablocki,
(D - Wisc.), former Congressman Walter Judd, and Mrs. Anna Chennault,
widow of General Claire Chennault. Other members are being considered.



BOMBING OF PRESIDENTIAL PALACE

-

This morning a VNAF F-5 dropped two bombs on the President's
residence in what appears to have been an isolated attempt on Thieu's life,

0. What is the significance of the bombing effort? Why should we persist
in supporting a government that is against the very leadership with which
we are associating ourselves and our aid?

A, I am not going to get into a long discussion on this, but our reports
indicate that most likely, the bombing was a manifestation of an individuals’
frustration and dissatisfaction with the situation in Vidnam.

FYI ONLY: It is best not to characterize the situationfurther, lest you get
trapped into doing so if and when further expressions of GVN dissatisfaction

are shown. You want to avoid characterizations of what is or is not a coup
attempt, etc.
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The United States is not seined of that problem, nor are the
Cambodians in Phnom Penh. They bave made it ch-.':ax aggir. and again
that no onée ia any obstacle to peace, The obrtacle (o peace in 'C.unbodia,
the obstacle t0 a stopping o the shooting in Cambod;a, ia the unwillingness
of the KRhinex Rouge to bave anything to do with anything except what they

are doiug.

Thefnm’t talk to anybody. There is no attempt at finding a way
out other than at {he end of a gun. All you have to do is 10 read the impassioned

uppeal of the anthorities in Phuom Penb to realize that the war does not go m

becaunse they want it to,
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CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL OF NORTH VIETNAM

Second paragraph of answer -- sentence beginning in fact should be deleted
and the following sentence should be deleted. They are the last two
sentences of the paragraph.

(Begin with words in fact and end with the words ""on the North Vietnamese!'')

First sentence of the third paragraph which begins ""as for aid -~ change
"it was cut in FY 1974" to ''the Administration request was cut in FY '74"

Scowcroft is working with the State Department on last minute up to date
sreponses to refugee questions and VP questions. They will be dexed to us
here at the press office.

per Margie

VICE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON VIETNAM

Q. Yesterday Vice President Rockefeller said that it's really too late
to do anything about Vietnam. Do you agree with his assessment?

A, The Vice PResident was actually referring to those refuggees who
are trapped by the North Vietnamese advance. He meant it is too

late to help them.

You will recall that Bater in the day the Vice President made clear
t that further developments depend on SVNese ability to regroup and hold
and on the willingness of Congress to provide aid. I certainly

agree with this assessment.

U.S. INTERVENTION IN EVENT OF OIL EMBARGO SCHLESINGER INTERVIEW
Secretary of Defense Schlesinger made some ominous atatements about possible
U.S. reaction in the event of another oil embargo. He implied that the U. S.
would react severly. Was the Secretary of Defense reflecting your views and
will the U. S, react strongly including militaryly ?
A, I do not wish to contribute to further speculation along these lines
I have stated my position on this controversy very clearly on the
number of occasions. The issue involves a hypothetical situation of
the possibility of strangulation of the United Staes. I do not see this
situation arising and it did not arise mmkit after the October 1973 war.
Our interest remains strongly toward peace. Our interest absolutely

is not in military action or in occupying any oil fields.
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EHVIRORMENTAL RECORD | |

Question: ; ‘ : .

- Xt is'hakd to.imagine that the President could have selected
‘a man for the Interior Depaxtment job that has a poorer record

Vwath e spect.to the environment - and conserv&txon ‘than i

(zovax:)mx Hathaway. Does the President really expéct. him

to “survive tho confirmation process? -
P

. |
We- have every- reason to expect that the confirmation process
will serve to highlight some of the many pesitive contxihp-
tions to conservation and the ehvironmment that Governor.
Bathaway has made during his 2 terms as Governor of ﬂyominq.

ANSwer s 4

For example, ﬂuxing his temure: . = IR *\\\ "Vf{
- the Wyoming. Adx Quality Act of 1967 was passed which ‘

. established an air Ouality cCouncil as a division
within the State Department of Health. Wyoming airx
guality stanaaxds were put into effeet before federal
stondards’. Those standaxds continue to be amdng the
most. stxingent in the country.

- In 1967 a State Department of Recreation was created
which was very instrumental in improving the state
park system and including the development of new paxks
and. recreation ‘

- fn 1968, Wyoming became one of the first states in the

. West to receive federal approval of its water guality
standaxdg. In 1974, the U.5, Bnvironmental Protection
hgency gave W ing auvthorization to administer its OWD
wuter gquality dischavrge permit program.

- YN 1969, Wyoming became the first state in the hocky
Mountain Reqion to enact a surface mine reclamation
law. The 'laws was made more stringent in 1971 and
again in 1973. The enforcement provisions of this law
axe as styong, and in gome cases. stronger, than the
surface mining legislation now baan considexed by the
Congresa.

- Under' his guidance and sponsorship, the Environmental
Ouality Act of 1973 was brought to the Wyoming legis-—
lature and approved in nearly its orxiginal form. The
fict cStablished the Wyoming Department of Bnvironmental
Onality with 3 divisions concerned with air, water and
land. ‘'fhis Act made -Wyoming one of the first states in
the nation to have an integrated environmental agency

- In 1973, he asked the Wyoming legislature to establish
8 land use study comni ssion which, when approved, pre-
pared Wyoming's first land use planning program for
legislative action, The Commission's propossls were
passed with only minox changes by the 1975 loq;slature

Rlso, Governor Jlathawvay served for 2% years as Chairmah of
the Governors Conference Comnittee on Natural Resources and .
Pnvironmental Management. This comoittee has a dxstanuaqhed

record for responsible positions on environment; naturdl
X Pﬁmtrg&smw“mtmm
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FUTURE OF INYBRIOR'S ENVIRORMENTAL PROGRANS

Question:

At the time the President selected Governox Hathaway for
Interior Secretary, was he reslly aware that Interior is
responsible for many important environmental and
conservation programs? Is the future outlook for those
programg rather dismal?

Answerx:

Of course the President is well aware of the envirommental
#nd consexrvation program responsibilities of the Interior
Department. Those programs include, for example, the
Rational Park Servica, the Fish and Wildlife Service and
the management of millions of acres of public domain lands
are in the forefront of the Pederal efforts to protect

the environment.

Those proyrams are important to the whole Ration and
particularly to the West. Governor Hathaway is familiar
with many of thouse programs because of their critical
importance to his home state. We have every reason to
believe that his first-hand knowledge of these programs
will put him and the Department in an excellent position
to carry forward the environmental and congervation

programg in 3 yexry effective wayv.

i
#
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IMPLICATIORS OF HATHAWARY 'S PASYT POLICIBG

Question:

Au Govexnor of Wyoming, Stanliey Hathaway oonsistently
joined with oil, coal and other husiness intexests in
development at the expense of the environment. He
favored building a jetport and a national park, opposed
designation of wilderness axeas, promoted surtace mining,
and favored the use of poisons to kill wild animlals.
Are these the kind of policiez that led the President to
. select Hathaway for the Interior Secretary job?

ANngwey s

The President has made clear his views that we must
continue pursuing our national goal of improving
environmental quality. He has also pointed out that we
must achieve the best poseible balance among our objectives
for improving the environment snd our objective for
pxovxdang adequate enerqy and strong national economy,

The key is finding the right balance. The Pregident has
discussed\ this basic philosophy with Governox Hathaway

and has every reason to believe that the Governor wovlid
follow 3 carefully balanced approach in administering the
important programs of the Department of the Interior.

These proyrams, as you know, include many that are important
to the President and the Ration's objective of environmental
guality.

Also, you should recognize that Stan Nathaway has been
serving as Governor of Wyoming where he seyved the interests
of the prople of Wyoming for two Full terms (8 yvears), Hoe
has not been charged with carryving out the responsibilitics
of Secretary of the Interior. His distinguished service in
the pagt provide every reason to expect that he will
implement the broad mandates of the Interior Department in

- >
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COAYL DEVELOPHMERT

Puestion:

During his terms as Governoxr, Governor Hathaway leased stuate

lands for coal development and demonstrated repeatedly that he was
a4 pawn of the oil and coal industry which iz seceking to

destroy Wyoming and other parts of the West. Do you expect

him to follow the sSame policy as Secretary of the Interior?

Answex :

During his tenure as governor and his sexrvice as Chairman

of the Governors Conference Comaittee on Natural Resources
and Bavironmental Management, the Govexrnor has beep 3 loader
in promoting a sound national ecnergy policy.

A sound policy reguires dgreater use of the cnergy resovrces
that are available domestically rathexr than increasinag oux
yeliance on impoxted oil,

The President’s energy program calls for double cool
jproduction in the United States by 1985, The Congressional
Democrats’® enerqy plan calls for even gqreatex production.

This means. that responsible development of our coal resources
in the United Statesz, including those in the West is necessary
in the national interest.

Governox Hathaway's knowledge of the Western state conl
resources and of the problems associated with regponaibico
developnent. of these resources will make it possible fox

him to develop approaches that balance the need for increasod
coal production with other obijectives, inciuding avoidonoce ¢
of apnsrocesyy. doeuelopment .




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Q

Mr. President:

Here are the questions I believe are most likely
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego.

They are based on the questions which have been
asked at my briefings and at this week's news
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and
Assistant Secretary Habib.

I believe that almost all the questions at your
news conference will deal with Cambodia and

Vietnam.,

All three television networks plan to broadcast
your news conference live.

RON NESSEN



Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol?

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated
peace in Cambodia? ’



I know you have said the law forbids you to use American
military forces in Indo-China but I want to know your
personal opinion.

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force
to save Cambodia and Vietnam?



You have always claimed to be open and accessible,
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about
Vietnam this week, you ran.

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough
questions from reporters?



There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon.
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese
try to prevent their evacuation?

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the
event of an American evacuation from Saigon?

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American
evacuation or if anti- American riots broke out?



Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he
were to step down? :



Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand

to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you
were stalling for time?

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces?

Have you had any report from General Weyand?



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline
new American policy toward S. E. Asia, the Middle East,
or other areas? .

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the
world: Indo-China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece,
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible
for this collapse?

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed.
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked
him to stay as Secretary of State?



The only thing the United States has done in the past
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent
January 1l to the signatories of the Paris accord. -

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area
or will make?




QUESTION:

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees
in Vietnam?

The President of World Airways and a number of people

in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the
necessary permission.

Can't you do something about this?

ANSWER:

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South

Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted

by Americans, They are being admitted under the Attorney General's
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The

first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to

arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here.

{from Ted Marrs)



There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese
soilders trampling women, children and old people to
get on evacuation planes and ships.

How can we call people like this our allies and why should
we give any help to people who behave like this?

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and
trampling civilians in an effort to get away?



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in
Vietnam?

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam?
Frustrated?
Angry?
Saddened?

Resigned?



Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam?



Why didn't the U, S, accelerate military shipments to South
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was
beginning to worsen?



Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in
South Vietnam? g



Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization
to be a failure?



Considering what Congress has already said about aid
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional
money will be forthcoming?

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese
forces?



T R R

What impact do you think it has on the American public
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam
is overrun by the Communists?
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Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American
military presence in Vietnam?

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other
military force to try to save South Vietnam?



What is your as sessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding
out?

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out?

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam?



Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the
U. S, to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he
reflecting your views when he said that.



The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations.
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our
military intelligence as a result?



You told us at your last news conference that a non-Cormmunist
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall
have on America's security?

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential
to America's national interest, then why don't we send
American military force in to save it?



South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that

the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure
of American blood and money in that part of the world were

wa sted?



What is your as sessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding
out?

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out?

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam?

B P LR



Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American
military presence in Vietnam?

Do you have any plans to use American airpowér or other
military force to try to save South Vietnam?



What impact do you think it has on the American public
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnarn
is overrun by the Communists?
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Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he
reflecting your views when he said that.



The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations.
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our
military intelligence as a result?



You told us at your last news conference that a non-Communist
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall
have on America's security?

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential
to America's national interest, then why don't we send
American military force in to save it?



South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that

the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure
of American blood and money in that part of the world were

wa sted?



Considering what Congress has already said about aid
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional
money will be forthcoming?

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese
forces?



Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization
to be a failure?



Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in
South Vietnam? ’



Why didn't the U.S. accelerate military shipments to South
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was
beginning to worsen?



Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam?

X



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in
Vietnam?

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam?
Frustrated?
Angry?
Saddened?

Resigned?



There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese
soilders trampling women, children and old people to
get on evacuation planes and ships.

How can we call people like this our allies and why should
we give any help to people who behave like this?

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and
trampling civilians in an effort to get away?



QUESTION:

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees
in Vietnam?

The President of World Airways and a number of people

in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the
necessary permission,

Can't you do something about this?

ANSWER:

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1,500 South

Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted

by Americans., They are being admitted under the Attorney General's
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The

first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to

arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here.

(from Ted Marrs)



The only thing the United States has done in the past
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. -

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area
or will make?



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline
new American policy toward S, E, Asia, the Middle East,
or other areas? .

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the
world: Indo-China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece,
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible
for this collapse?

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed.
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked
him to stay as Secretary of State?



Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand

to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you
were stalling for time?

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces?

Have you had any report from General Weyand?



Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he
were to step down? ’



There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon.
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese
try to prevent their evacuation?

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the
event of an American evacuation from Saigon?

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out?



You have always claimed to be open and accessible,
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about
Vietnam this week, you ran.

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough
questions from reporters?



I know you have said the law forbids you to use American
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know your
personal opinion.

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force
to save Cambodia and Vietnam?





