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Q When will the President formally announce his candidacy? 

A It is his intention to annqunce within a matter of weeks. We=d:tUi.':!t 
hAc "'Jf v. ~-!'-

~ a specific dateAyet determined. 
- /1 

Q Why isn't he announcing his candidacy today? Is this some kind of 
a charade? 

A It is exactly what we said it is. That we are simply announcing 
that'$e?. Callaway will be Chairma:q, aae that: we wanted to do it 
be£ore-the.r.e . .w.e.r_e__any_lgks_Ln .. ihe .. Pr&&a. The President ~ 
wanted to make certain that the "f-election effort was conducted 
in a manner fully consistent with the campaign laws. That is the 
reason for establishing the Committee at this time. --
Also., Jhere is no t;e:z:u 1 requirement that the President has to 
announce his candidacy to the people at the same time that he 
announces the formation of his campaign committee. 

Q Is this going to be the Ford/Rockefeller Committee? If not, why 
not? 

A This is going to be exactly what we said it's going to be. The 
President's campaign committee. 

Q 

A' 

How come the President picked a Southerner to be Chairman of 
the Campaign Committee? . . . f} __ 

~J-fltczr G~.e.- Jt 1f1k ~c~ ~ ~+ d ·· · 

Because ~ Ca)laway is eminently qualified to serve in this 
position.~~ t\-vJ~ f:t'S•~_,.'f ,·J f'a+ 0-i<.i'-- "tk 5~ vrf~. ,_,_ - J~"'~-P""f·Y' 
~1 fJ;~ tYl(Or:;--...,..,vr po-4 'T A· +-~- () Sf4 cz;·· or:k/ /qtl<il+-
Who 1s the liaison between the re-election committee and the 
White House? 

Digitized from Box 39 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Q When will the President formally an~ounce his candidacy? 

. ~<Z ~ ...{.n.-lf£c~~ 
A It is his intention to an~e within a matter of weeks. <ww;sqo't 

tD 2}4 specific date et de ermined. 
u A/o--('-

Q Why isn't he announcing his candidacy today? Is this some kind of 
a charade? 

A It is exactly what we said it is. That we are simply announcing 
that Mr. Callaway will be Chairman,. ~~w..t ~~"Jual'l:~te d'o=1:t 
bef:ct-e~'l,l£fll":e~:J:eak.s. m--~~~. The President ... 
wanted to make certain that the re-election effort was conducted 
in a manner fully consistent with the campaign laws. That is the 
reason for establishing the Committee at this time. 

~::lhere is no formal requirement that the President has to 
announce his candidacy to the people at the same time that he 
announces the formation of his campaign committee. 

Q . Is this going to be the Ford/Rockefeller Committee? If not, why 
not? 

A This is going to be exactly what we said it's going to be. The 
President's campaign committee. 
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS RE EVANS & NOVAK COLUMN OF SUNDAY 

'1~--
1. Who decides whether the President is traveling as a candidate, 

2. 

4. 

as the titular leader of the Republican Party or as the President 
on official business? 

If the answeir is •the White House,~ who specifically in the 
White House? 

Isn't it a fact that because_. there is no language in the 
campaign spending act concerning expenditures by an incumbent 
President that you ars able to use this loophole to charge all 
of the President's campaign activities to the Republican 
National Committee? 

Ja Isn't it true (as EtN reporte~) that the President will 
not make any trips this year as a candidatel, even though he 
will be making many campaign type swings around the country? 

5. Doesn't it ~ive the President an ~fair advantage to be able to ~ 
char~ the RNC for all of his political trips this year? 

6u By charging the RNC for ~11 of his political acticites, thus 
.. saving" the President Ford C~m..-nittee money, isn°t ·the President 
making somewhat of a mockery of the law he signed and firmly 
endorsed? 

?. How much does it cost toWIJ rent Air Force 1? ($2,206 per hour) 

8. When will the White HoJtSe announce its formula for determining .P · .\ 11~ 
who pays for what trips? · \"~ ,.,r~'\/ 

9. Will the White Hoyse ~sk the Federal Election Commission for 
an advisory opinion on the legality of II its formula? 

~\)\( 

10. Don't you think you are giving the American people the impression 
that you are not ~iving up to the spirit of the Campaign Act, 
if not the letter of it. 
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The Prc.~ldcnt's intentions bccmn~ · . i·i,, :'.' .'i·~i' ' '·:! · 1\ · \·,'lj··~··,_,·:-· ... ,, .. 1 1 
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; w!H become n-lo.ugher. ·: · r .;.~,: advisory, 6plnio/1 :.:A~'1Gii~i>.tt the )'l~~.si~~~ ~ rn le ·· disarmamerlt, artlct1larly· :cuts .;; never , n, ·for : pu~llc. ',(~Hfice~; Il l {. ha ;1~ l Th~ rntfon1tlP.; Although Mr. F6r . . d/ dent ~otd 9oiturlltt . , t~ld · .. t1s ,l tlie}.~·\d!J. thJ ': dc~imse bu{l~;; et. The: Congress;~~~? 1 _ct.1Hp,~s '. ?~ . !eavmg, 1t~t,e ' , c1~ch. ,'(.~ 

Js nn nnnounced _ cnndidate for Pre,\'·~·, .qucsf · was being• dr ftcd ·At : the White :1;1 is O\\T cliscu~s{n~lfhe '1976 budget ·prd·,' 1,\: [ , E on .• rcporled
1 
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It's no suprirse. He is in now. The President resp cts him. But the 

President think he will win the nomination and 
-c) 

L~' I understand will be doing heavy in Florida and N.H. 

and elsewhere. The President 1i me in the White 

H
0
use, doing his job, running d f reign policy and being President. 

So the voters wil,l malre their choice bet.-v11 en. Regnn' s campaign speeches am 

the President's record as President 0 B sed on that, the President is confident 
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POLITICS November 6, 1975 

The PFC is prepared with the following response to questions on 
the Rockefeller press conference: 

" I agree with the Vice President's decision and the reasons 
behind it. I would hope that his desire to reduce party squabbles 
will be emulated by others. 

"This is a theme voiced by Senator Barry Goldwater and other 
leaders who realize from long experience that the Republican 
Party is a minority party and ct~.nnot afford the divisiveness 
of pre-convention squabbling. " 

Bo Callaway will talk with reporters -- on a one-on-one basis 
on this matter. He will talk by phone or do office interviews. 
of ll:l5 p.m., there had been no inquiries. 

only 
As 

There have been some questions on the President skiing in New 
Hampshire. PFC and Naw Hampshire Committee people are 
answering: "It's news to me. " 

# # # 




