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J»RICE1 15 CE~TS 

Wan( HHH A.~t:_}foe~?·:Ford 're,!Is Banner. E~ecs · . 
. ; ' : . ~ r. ~ . • .. . .• ·~ • . . 1 ,. . '· • . . . . . ... , • . • " ' , 

By CHARLES.OVERBY ·: OfCar~e~,Fordsaid: '~Hejust_l~ · of fexas for a positioi'l of "gi'~t, , fng party rwminati_onfig~ts, Fo~d thinkltubertwouldbetheWinnert therewouldlieaclear-cutchoice.l 
Gannett News Service I. not specifac enough, not detimte , ·r~sponsibility" m his ne~~ adman• ' 1 • showednoreluctancetodtScuss h1s he said . .' . · · .think that is good.". . . 

washington _ President Ford enough for the ,fub~c :' to kliO~.J .. · istration, . including. vice pres~~-·~ t vie.~s o.n h<?w t~e Dea:nocratic ·" · Asked 11 he would Uke to run ~ Ford finished that. observation 
saidonWednesdayhewouldliketo· wherehestands. ·. · ~~ dent. . · 1 , · • , . ·· '/'·"· nommabonfight•sshapmgup. . tH h Fo d 'd ... 1 . With this comment: "You really 
h s H be t H · h ., 0f · The President ·made his com· · ~ · • He vJews himselr'as the "Un.·.l'~l ·· ''EverytimeJimmyCarterwins ··t agams . ump rey, .r 881 : don't kno.w . where Carter · 
rJi~~es~ra .as0a Jem~~fti~%po- ments at a priva~e White Hoi.lse . • detdog'' agains! challenger Ro~.('·t· andgetstnoredelegates,hemakes · ,would. hke to~ agamst ~utM:rt stands.'• · · ·. 
nent and · he criticized Jimmy ' . _luncheon w~th news executives·or·.! ' aid Reaganih tpe May 1 T~xas pri'-~'! it; more diffi~ult for a non-candi- • ~~ff thas fe':jo~. ~~ d~hJve q~!te Asked specifically about Carter 
carter of Georgia ~$,1l candidate . !{the Nashvlllt; Banner and eor- mary • . 1 · :1 _ · , , · ... ;·~ date t~ ·step uHhe breaeh," .F_'o~ 8

1 l~etlunk ~h esA ri S:sop plies · asanopponent,Fordsaid: "He has 
whois .. "notspecificenough."· ·. _pora.teexecubves.ofGannettCo., • •SomeofReagansaccusatlons 1 \S.aid • . : •.· ;. \ r; '• n htt h e mertcunltpeof ·_ae failedtobespecificonmany,many 

In unus.ually ~an did remark.s ;11\c., he,ld in conne;ction ·with .the ·: :against. ~im., could be· "potenti~l ' ~ /If ~lithe Democrats~bJve reJa;. · ~h~ice.~' ave an oppo . Y or . ·. issesthatareofvitalconcernto the 
about the O{>posing par.ty's nomf· . Banners l~h ~mvers~~· . · ,, · 'ammun1t~on .lot; t~~ :nemoerabc . ~ tively the same number of votes as .. . , American peopl~( 1 . • :: 

nation f 1 g bt, Ford s ,aid .,__ In the ~nunute i~,Jterv1ew, For~ presid~ntial nomll\ee. .. · ~ i , a. result .of· the primaries, then it ~ . About a Humphrey-Ford race. . . He said Carter s recent foreign 
Humphrey's candidacy would . also made these pomts:- .. . ·. . . . . . ·. · Althouldt many incumbent pres~ becomes a btokered convention ·the Ptesident said: . • 'There . policy_ speeeh was ."a beautfully 
offerthepubli~aclearchoiceinthe . • He .is cons~dering . to~tner iaents in-::the ·past have 'refrained ,and(t,he smoke-filled •rooms will wouldn'tbetoomuchdifferencein . 
gener~l election. ' Treasury secret~ J.ohn Co~y . . generally _from d~CUS!Jing .OppOS-: j ,make ate decision .and ~ of that I . foreign pol~cy but domestic~Uy (Pie~le turn to Page 11) ·' 

. ,... . ...,. .. ':"., "· ' --· .__ . 
. : c:ione dissertation" on internatlo_nal · 
. relations. "But it doesn't· say I 
. , would do this or I would do that . ; ·. 
·' It is my impresSion that he is in the 

I same' category· on virtually ev~ry " 
domestic issue." . · , .: ,. · 

· Ford'~ ~oniments a~t Connat-
. ly were the latest ..:..· an~ most · 
lavish....,. words that he has dlfec~ed 

·toward the Texan in an acbve 

·_ . ..,_. . ..-,...,.--~r .. ,...,. ~ ·- -~·- -- ·- . --~ ~ _ ,_. ~....,... . 
- -rr;T •· .. ·-~ 'ktJi; ' ·i ~~~; · · "Obviously we talked about his \ tn connection with the . Texas · 

f:m~aigntporniz!!~ _por . · · potential or his possibilities as a primary, Ford said: "I think we 
~ exa~ .r m • . . , lJart of. a new administration," ·are an underdog there . • ·· I am 

. .. Connally; in the middle ()f a Ford said. "lthirikt~e.government always .an optimist t.hat ~~ tJtings . 
P,>litical and legal controversy a ~ would l,:Je the beneficiary 1f John break nght we c~n wm. R1ght f¥>W 
yearagobeforehewasacquitted of . was a par.t of ·the. adminlstra- . our assessmen~ 1s. w,~ are behmd 
p(>litical bribery charges, di~ tion.' \ · · . 1 • and we recogmze 1t .. · .. . . 
with Ford last week in. the Pres•· Reagan has a~so been ~urt_lhg . The ~resid~nt has scheduled t~o 
denes priyate qua~~rs. Ford said Connally and h1s . strategists say camP.a1gn tr1ps to Te~as and sa1d 
they discussed politics but he de- , neutrality would be as good as an he w1ll send fa~ly members to the 
clined to be specific. · · · endorsemenJ for Reagan. state as campmgn surrogates. · 

'• 
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~'a; ;RANK VANDER LINDE~ 
·•· .' t, . BaDller Bureau Chief ,. 

·J~·w·~shl~~ton ~ Pre~i-
dent Ford se(!s the danger 
<of a new war breaking out 
.]n the Middle East if Syria 
. and Israel intervene in the 
''civil strife in Lebanon, 

. ''Bnd he i~ trying to prevent 
it. . -! 

·"'t!JI" ' ' .· 
::~ -.. If Syria should bring in 
•.armed forces the likeli
.hood is Israelwould do the 
.$arne and the minute you 
.. get Syria going this way 
·~nd Israel going this way, 
, jf is quite likely there 
would be trouble,, the 

·:President told Nashville 
. Banner and Gannett 
· Newspapers reprcsenta~ 
. tJves at a White House 
l,uncheon Wednesday in 
·honor of the Banner's 
, cehtP.hniaJ. .. '• , . .. , . . , . l - Official \Vhil.e llouse P~ 

~ "We have · made. max-. ·White House Chief of Staff Richard Cheney. Oeft); Florida ! barth, president and chief executive officer of Gannett; and 
iinum efforts to dissuade State Sen·. Lori Wilson, wife of AI Neuharth; Wayne Sargent, '·' Charles Overby. Gannett .Washington bureau, lunch with the 
·1brfia from inoving her ·Banner president and publisher:. fresldent Ford: AI Neu-. · President at the White llouse ~edncsday. 
·~:fl~~~e~~~d:t~~s~~/~" East', where~rospects f~r · &.b~n· t;!~~~--i~ anoth~r;·.- hhrou.gh our publiC! state- statemehts~ th~ ·other ''What m'akes you 
J~ord went on: He said his continued peace were military adventure toJ-:. tments and official chan- ·parties know.exactly our · sick," he said, "Is we 
::,Pecial envoy, Ambassa- . brigh~ until the Lebanon lowing up their intenven- nels, knows how strongly feellngs concerning any probably had success in 

•· dor Dean Brown, has been ·eruption. tion in Angola. · we felt about Soviet in- other aggression." . · our hands and then we got · 
. ihfluential in bringing · Ford expressed Urged to apply more volvement and, particu- . Bitterly, the President our throat cut." 

about a temporary cease- "hope," but nothing pressure directly on Mo- larly Cuban involvement, blamed Congress anew Ford said there are 
. J ire. . . · more, that his warnings to scow, by holding up grain ~o there ls lJO misunder-. , for .cutting off U.S. funds . Cuban military advisers 
. "1he Soviets. have '. Moscow and Hava~a ·, and com{Juter exp~rts, : standingontheirpart .•.. ·,' to .the anti-Communist -but not "a serious 

. 
1~sh~wn ·~urprism~ re- wo~d prevent the.S~':Iet the Ptes!dent .rephed: . through the proper cha~- groups ~hat lost the wa~ to number"_ in several Af· 
~:lramt" m the Middle · Umon from subsidizmg "The Soviet Umon, both nels; . as well . as public the Soviet-backed faction . . rica . ric . . 
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'A-Hard Liner' 
f-. ' . 

By CHARLES OVERBY 
Gannett News Service · . 

Washington-President Ford characterized Secre
tary of State Henry Kissinger on Wednesday as "one of 
the hardest liners" against communism in the United · 
States and repeated his pledge to keep Kissinger in his 
job as long as he wants it. · . . . . . 

Ford said Kissinger has "categorically denied" in 
personal comments to him that he ever told former 
chief of naval operations Elmo Zumwalt that the U.S. 
is a declining nation and that his role was to try to 
make the best of it: ~ ·- · · 

"I think Henry is a first-class Secretary of State," 
Ford sai4, "and he can stay as long as I am Presi-
dent." · 

Kissinger has been the .object of growing political 
controversy in this election ·year. . . 

Republican challenger Ronald Reagan has stepped 
up his criticisms of Kissinger's foreign policy dealings 
and he attacked Kissinger for comments that were 
later attributed to a forthcoming book by Zumwalt. 

Now a Democratic ·Senate candidate in Virginia, 
Zumwalt wrote that Kissinger told him: "The day of · 
the U.S. is past andtoday is the day of the Soviet Union. 
My job as Secretary of.State is to negotiate the most 
acceptable second-best position available;" . 

Earlier this week, Ford's campaign chief, Rogers 
Morton, said he thinks Kissinger will step down before 
the end of the year. Morton has since said he wasn't 
suggesting that Kissinger resign. . 

Ford followed up Wednesday by·stating his unflag-
ging support of Kissinger. . _ 

"When it comes right down to a hard line on 
Con'l.munist aggression; his record is impeccable," 
said Ford. ·. · · · 

. j 

He offered as examples KiSsinger's recommenda- • 
tion to intervene in Angola and his· support of the 
bombing of North Vietnam. . , 

Ford's comments came during . a luncheon-inter
view with news executives of the Nashville Banner and 
corporate executives or Gflnnett Co: Inc., in connec
tion with the Banner's tooth anniversary . .. · . 

DUring the interview, Ford attempted to clarify his -
administratiQn's view of Soviet involvement in East-
ern Europe. · ;. ,.. . . . . . , 

The issue became. clouded rece~tly when it was 
reported that Kissinger's top assistant, Helmut Son- · 
nenfeldt, told U.S. ambassadors in Europe that the 
U.S. supports a a more "natural and organic" rela
tionship between the Soviet Union and Eastern bloc 
countries. ~ ..: · . · 

In some comers, that was interpreted as meaning 
that the U.S. is conceding Eastern Europe to the 
Soviets for good. . . 

But Ford · denied that in the Wednesday inter
view. 

"We believe in the independence and autonomy of 
those Eastern European countries such as Yugosla

~ via, Poland, Rumania, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
etc.'' he said. · · • 

"We certainll would. disapprove and disapprove 
very strongly o any superpower seeking to exercise 
dominion over them. We would vigorously disapprove 
of it,"_ he said:. _ . . . A•, 

NASHVILLE BANNER 
4-8-76 
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By BRACEY CAMPBELL . "That tells us something," _replied 
Managing Editor Ford. · . . .• . .~ 

. Washington-Like most husbands Ford said other members of his · 
. and fathers, President Gerald Ford family are also getting into the thick 

enjoys talkin·g about his family of the campaign, recalling a picture 
around the dinner table. I . ~hat appeared W~esday in a Wash- . 

The President hosted news· execu- Il}g_ton newspaper of daughter Susan 
tives Wednesday from the Nashville r1dmg an elephant at a circus_open- -
Banner and the ·Gannett Co. Inc., mg. · ; . , · . · 
which owns the Banner and 52 other ' • 
newspapers,. at a White House lun- The meal was ·opened ~th a · king 
cheon in honor of the Banner's tOOth .crab cocktail, followed -by slices of 
anniversary. : veal and yellow curried rice, a course 

With great candor and deliberation, of ~chinni and concluded with. slices · 
Ford answered numerous questions of lime-chiffon pie. . ; · 
on a wide range of subjects in the hour Coffee and red wine, declined by 
and 20-minute session. The occasion Ford, accompanied the meal. Small 
was the first on-the-record luncheon . . bowls of mixed-nuts and chocolate · 
hosted by the President with a news- mintswerealsoinabundantsupplyon 
paper group during his administra- the cherry table. · -· . 
tion. · · · . Wayne_ Sargent, Banner publisher 

The setting in .the second floor and president, told Ford he was dis-
family dining room was 100 per cent appointed not to find him eating his 
class: three small arrangements of · usual lunch of cottage cheese and A-1 
spring flowers on the table; an army sauce. . 
of white-coat a~ed waiters; and an "So am I," responded the President 
assortment of china and silver that - indicating his efforts · to avoid an 
was dazzling_>,~ · . , expanding waistline: "You noticed I' 

But the President's informal · and passed up the rice." ~ 
friendlymannermadeits~mlikethe Ford said he goes with the cottage 
home·of an old friend that you had cheese at lunches where he does not 

. visited· previOusly. " · .. · - . 4
" • have gue~tS. Other asPects . of the 

Following a brief delay in getting . Juncheon mcluded:.-- _ ·-
. through three security checkpoints, . . . • 

the guests were ushered past Marine . ~ The President said he hopes to 
guards and ~t Service-types into VISit. Ten!l~ before the May 25 
one end of the President's sprawling · presidential pnmary. . · M· 

home. .. .• . . · · ,. • Given several pair of cufflinks 
. A press assistant metthe party and . - with the Tennessee state seal on 

ushered them across a courtyard.and .theJI? •. Ford reciprocated with presi- . 
into th~ dining room. There they were . .. denbal seal ~flin.~ for the guests. 
met With an assortment of pre-dinner .i • The family dining ·room over-
drinks. ranging from sherry to fresh looks Lafayette Park and a statue of 
.orange juice. . · _r1. • • • ••· • Andrew Jackson. ... .• _ "'-
. Moments later, in walked the Pres- . • Other guests included: Ken Mor- ·. 
ident_. He quickly moved around the • rell, ~anner editor and executive vice 
room,.pausingbrieflywith each guest president; Paul Miller, Gannett 
- offering a firm handshake and board chairman; Allen H. Neuharth 
exchanging pleasantries. · ·. president and chief executive of Gan: 
... Ford invited the guests to be seated nett; Florida State Sen. Lori Wilson, 
around the oval table, opening the Neuharth's wife; Frank van der Lin-
door to the questions. . · den, B~nner Washington bureau 

Asked about Mrs. Ford, the Presi- chief; and .Charles Overby, Gannett 
dent said she was a gr~at campaigner ·News Serv~~e. . . 
and a true asset to his reelection ef- • In addition to Cheney, Ford staff . 
forts.. . . _ members at the luncheon included 

Chief of Staff Richard Cheney, Ron Nessen, ·press .secretary and 
much to the President's delight, said ·. Mrs. Margita White, assistant press 
~- Ford had campaigned in every · secretary. . . . 
pnmary state to date with the excep- · • The china used for servmg des-
~ion o~ North Carolina - the only one sert ~a me out of the collection used by 
m whi~h Ford_·was outdistanced by President Jam~ K: Pol~. a Tennes-

:. Republican oplfOnenf-Ronald Rea- · · sean;. the sterling sllvens engraved 
gan. , "Home of the President." 
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·: THE WHITE IIOt:SE' 

' WASHINGTON . ,/ -
.. :, .. · . ~· Febr"uary 25, 1976 ·_ 

<-· .. 
... ~· .. 

~. ,... .. 
Dear ~;. sargent: · 

Warmest congratulations to you, your staff and · 
readers as you celebrate the one hundredth . 
anniversary of The Nashville ' Banner. .• i 

· · I welcome this opportunity to pay tribute to all 
those who have been a part of your successful · 
publication and to commend those who continue to . 
build on its fine journalistic traditions. r 
can well understand the pride you must take in-
the Banner, and in the distinguished service it -
has prov1ded the people of Tennessee throughout ~ 
the pas~.· century. ... .• .• ~ ·. ·• • · -· 

-:!t 

. 
... 

< 

-. 

..... ~ -. ... ... • "!;'" 

TOday:·~ as . In the. past/ The . Nashville . Banner' ·. . . . ..... 
cac:ieS.~:tlie vital information affectmg the liLa.~·.·. 
of your . COJIII.ilunity and helps _OUr ·citizens. make~;- (~t~·
inforJDed decisions about their· city, their >~:-:' H5~ 
coun~~and their world~ ,_ . _ . .- ;..,: 

.;~~~·:~ ~ . . , ... 
You·:have my best wishes for contiriued success -

' -·· in. the;..years ahead. 
"~ ~t't~~~~- . , 

. Sincerely, . . -. ~}~~~< ~· 
.... ~~~,.:'; 

~.3i~411:~ 
.J' .~ . .... ~::~:~f-1 ~ 

. __ .,.. 

Mr . .. wayne Sargent. 
President and Publisher 

:The Nashville Banner · 
llOO Broadway . : ~ 

'Nashvi_l;le, Tennessee > 37202 

• f 

In a pel'SonSJ.Ietter, President Cer~ld Ford -. 
. congratulate~ the Banner on its 1 OOth · 
· birthday of publicatiori:-:~ii:: Ap!il ~~o ... -. 

~ .. ... .. . . . . .. -

I 
' 




