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MEMORANDUM TO: Ron Nessen
FROM: Al Zapanta
Enclosed please find the news articles that appeared in

the Phoemrix papers after the Press Conference held for Rogers

C. B. Morton.
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The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Callaway, Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our Report is filed with
the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463.
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Kissingéf likely to stay,

Ford’s election chief says

By JOE COLE

Henry Kissinger's name gathered
new political scuffs here Monday, as
the Ford administration set out to
negate speculation that the secretary of
state might be eased out of office.

Rogers C. B. Morton, President
Ford’s campaigh Imanager, spent &
good part of his time in two Valley
appearances Monday carrying out
presidential -instructions to say that
Kissinger is staying.

Morton, at a business press conven-
tion and at a press conference, identi-
fied as “personal speculation” the com-
ments he made in California on Satur-

day about the possibility of Kissingei’s
leaving before Ford's term expires.

‘A leading Democratic Party cam-
paigner, Sen. Ernest F. “Frite”
Hollings, D-8.C, told the American
Business Press ronvention at the Arizo-
na Biltmore that the world is ‘‘catching
on” to Kissinger's “route of secrecy”
in foreign policy.

In Washington, spokesmen for the
White House and the State Department
said there is no effort to ease Kissinger
out.

Kissinger and Ford’s foreign policy
have come under regular attack from
Democratic presidentiul contenders and
from Republican challenger Ronald
Reagan. :

Ford’s press secretary, Ron Nessen,
was asked in Washington if Kissinger
has indicated that he might not want to
serve if the President is elected to a
full term.

«Not that T know of,” he replied,
according to an Associated  Press
report.

At the State Depariment on Monday,
spokesman  Robert L. Funseth said:
“The President has stated many {imes
he would like the secretary of state 1o
remain cn as long as he remaius
President.”

Continued on Page A-14
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Ford and Kissinger met - for 50
minutes on Monday, one of two or
three such meetings they hold each
woek. Afterwards, Kissinger declined
aubstantive comunent. saying he didn’t
know what Morton had said about him.

vhen a veporter offered a summary,
Kissinger said jokingly, “Is he (Mor-
ton) running for president?”’

The stir about Kissinger’'s future
bepan  Saturday in San Jose, Calif,,
with remarks Morton reportedly made
at a meeting of a California conserv-
ative group.

Sources at the meeting first were

quoted as interpreting his comments to
indicate that Kissinger was on the way
out.

The text of a tape recording released
Sunday in California by a Ford cam-
paign aide, Larry Peck, quoted Morton
as saying:

“He (Kissinger) realizes that any
gecretary of state who has been in as
Jong as that has enough scars to worry
ahout. I'm sure Mr. Kissinger is get-
ting toward the end of a long political
career.

“1t would be bad polities to throw
him out bodily. But T would anticipate
— and I'm sure I'm right on this —
that he would not go beyond this
year.”

In a press conference Monday at the
Arizona Ford for President headquar-
ters. 40 E. Thomas, Morton opened by
saving: “I see no reason in the world
Kiscinger should leave. certainly not
heiore {his term is out.”

\Morien  said he based his earlier
speculation on the fact that Kissinger
has  served  since 1969 in  sensitive

~ Secretary of state

national positions and might want to
move on to other endeavors.

“1 would not want to see him forced
out or fired on the assumption that he
had not done a good job in foreign
affairs,” he said. .

Those who try to make Kissinger-a
campaign issue are ‘injuring their
country and engaging in political ex-
pedience,” he said, adding that it
would ke ““terrible” for the nation to
lose ils secretary of statc now. o

In his speech to the business press
convention, Morton sunmed up his
feelings ahout Kissiger by saying, “or
Henry is getting run against by every-
body pretty hard.”

Hollings, on the same podium earlier,
suggested to the business publishers
that perhaps the Republicans “can find
a ski lodge for Henry to get into.”

The ski lodge reference was ajmed at
events that led last week fto the
resignation of Howard “Bo” Callaway
as Ford's campaign manager. Callaway
quit after an investigation of his in-
volvement in a federally approved ski
resort development became public. He
was succeeded by Morton.

Morton said at the press conference
that he didn't think Callaway's resigna-
tion had much effect on the Ford
campaign.

Morton appeared with Burt Kruglick,
Ford's Arizona election committee
chairman, and Mary Crisp, GOP na-
tional committeewoman for Arizona.

He acknowledged that Reagan has
“ygcal strength’ based on “‘emotional
judgment” in Arizona. but said he was
encouraged by signs of support for
Ford among the “‘hig middie” rank and
file of Arizona Iepublivans. .






Morton Backs Kissinger,
But Says.He May Leave

President Ford's campaign director
today said he thought Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger may leave the
cabinet at the end of Ford's present
term in office.

But Rogers C B. Morton, a former

Republican party chairman and secre-
tary of commerce, emphasized he was
not predicting Kissinger's removal trom
office nor a falling out with Ford.

Morton responded to California press
accounts of his Kissinger remarks al a
Phoenix press conference.

“1 want to be on record that he Is
my choice for secretary of state,” he
said.

['eopte interpreting Morton's earlier
remarks a< a meve fo dump  the
increasingly controversial Kissinger are
“trving 1o do this as political expedi-
ent. and TN have no part of it,” he
added.

Morton
“purelv

said his commenis were
personal specujation ¢n my
part. and based on a conclusion it
would be logical he would probably
want 1o do something cise.” after eight
vears

Turn To @MORTON, Page A-4

Mon., Aptil 5 [1 ThePhoenixGazette

MORTON

" (Coneluded from Page A-1)

Morton said the resignation of Ho-
ward “Bo” Calloway, whom he re-
placed as campaign chief, had had
litile ff any impact om campaigh
progress.

He predicted Calloway would be
“completely exonerated” of allegations
he used improper influence in getting
goveriiment favors for a ski resort.
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