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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO : Ron Nessen
FROM: DAVE GERGEN

It would have been nice if
one of us had been asked
about this -- unfortunately
we didn't have that pleasure,


















THE NICK THIMMESCH COLUMN

RELEASE DATE: Tuesd;y, October 5, 1976
THE HAIRSHIRT SEASON

by Nick Thimmesch

(c) 1976, Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON--President Ford is a forbearing soul who
controls his temper to avoid ulcers. This was amply demonstratéd
when he put on his best stony face and told newsmen that he had
not used campaign funds for his personal use.

He did acknowledge that he had played golf with
industrialists, a transgression which plaqes him in the fellowship
of Sigclair Lewis ' Babbitt.

Anyway, Jimmy Carter said he was glad to hear Mr.
Ford's denial, and considers the matter is closed.

But doesn't the memory linger on? However innocent
Mr. Ford might be discovered to be, won't folks think he was mixed
up in something wrong? It was the same in Communist-hunting days.
Once a person's name was in print, that name was blemishegd,
whatever the facts.

In Mr. Ford's case, the situation is even more

perplexing. It seemed that during the examination of Mr. Ford's

(Sentence continues)



Page Two...NICK THIMMESCH...Oct. 5...Mr. Ford's
fitness to be Vice President, everything about him, save, perhaps
his private parts, were gone over by squads of FBI men and other
government investigators. He came out clean. How come now?

I cannot believe it is because the head of the
Watergate prosecutor's office is a bona fide Democrat. That's too
simplistic. I think there is more validity tq the complaint from
Republicans that the fresh legion of investigative reporters in
this town hasn't nosed enough around in the backgrounds of Carter-
Mondale, or in how key congressional Democrats fixed it so the
Watergate prosecutor's office hélped Democratic National Chairman
Robert Strauss off a painful hook.

It was a pair of Democratic congressmen, Phillip
Burton and Wayne Hays who, in 1974, got a bill through making
it almost impossible for the Watergate prosecutor's office to
prosecute violations that took place in 1970 and 1971. This was
accomplished by cutting the statute of limitations on the Campaign
Spending Act from five to‘three years.

At that time, Strauss was being investigated for
accepting an illegal campaign contribgtion of $50,000 from
Ashlénd 0il Co. in 1970, when he was Democratic Party treasurer.

(MORE)



Page Three...NICK THIMMESCH...Oct. 5...Party treasurer.

The o0il company pled guilty to this and other charges,
but Strauss was not indicted. The prosecutor's office announced
that the Hays-Burton amendment made it impossible, and washed its
hands like Pontius Pilate.

Next, there are the illegal corporate campaign
contributions Democratic vice-presidential candidate Walter
Mondale admits to having received from Minnesota Mining &
Manufacturing Co. in 1972 and from Allied Insurance Co. in 1966.
The Hays-Burton statute of limitations takes him off the legal
hook on those, I suppose, but it shouldn't prevent him from being
impaled on some newsman's pencil,

A loock at the‘clips also shows Mondale, in the style
of the 1972 Nixon campaign, wouldn't reveal the sources of his
contributions before April 7, 1972. And how about the charge,
by a political agent for the milk lobby, that Mondale's campaign
manager repeatedly pushed him for $25,000 for the 1972 campaigﬂ
only weeks after the senator co-sponsored legislation to hike
price supports for milk?

Let us not ignore Jimmy Carter. There is plenty of
bookkeeping to clean up over the $150,000 the National Marine
Engineers Beneficial Assn. (MERA) raised for Carter at a dinner, -

(Sentence continues)
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June 30, 1976. And has the prosecutor's office satisfied itself
over the $150,000 missing from Carter's California primary
campaign fund?

Carter has already admitted that he accepted corporate
contributions in his 1970 gubernatorial campaign, but refuses to
say from whom or how much. Carter claims the records weren't kept
properly, but the two Atlanta accountants who worked on the
campaign said the records were kept on a computer and were guite
accurate,

Finally, while Mr. Ford golfed with industrialists,
Carter accepted the use of corporate planes of Coca=-Cola and
Lockheed Aircraft Corp. He and his family made free use of the
recreational facilities of Brunswick Pulp and Paper Co., a Georgia
firm, when he was governor,.

Should Mr. Ford sling all this back as mud? No, he
shouldn't and won't. The whole question of how a politician can
make his way through a career without becoming blemished by some
newly discovered sin is a tough one to ponder.

Mr. Ford, his running mate, Robert Dole, and Mondale

N

are men of modest means. When they ran for office, they could not

(Sentence continues)
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dip into family fortunes. They are not crooks, but by the
righteous standards of some fretters in this capital, their
earlier campaigns will not win the Leon Jaworsky Award for
Sanitation.

This was all B.W. (Before Watergate) and the hairshirﬁ
era. Sometimes I learn how the public can tire of such hairshirts.
The other day a repairman at my house said: ''"T don't even read
that stuff any more. All they're trying to do is tear down Ford
and anybody else who is trying-to do a job.''

(c) 1976, Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES TIMES SYNDICATE/Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles,

Calif. 90053,



THE NICK THIMMESCH COLUMN

RELEASE DATE: Thursday, October 14, 1976
AFTER WEEKS OF DULLNESS, A TASTE FOR BLOOD
by Nick Thimmesch

(c) 1976, Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON--Until last week, the Carter~Ford contest
was like a baseball game between the seventh- and eighth-place
teams on a cold day at the end of the season, with no buns
for the hot dogs, therefore no hot dogs. 2And only 300 paid
customers in the stands.

But thevéontest has changed. Mr. Ford ''misspoke''
in the debate. Carter tasted blood and now lusts for a whole
bite, off the leg. Mr. Ford huffs and puffs as he desperately
tries to pull free.

Now the Rev. Mr. Carter always sermonizes on how he
would never tell a lie, and while as one of God's fallen
children he might make mistakes, they would always be mistakes
of the heart.

Carter's heart must be racing, if he means what he
says about the Helsinki agreement. '*T would not have signed

(Sentence continues)
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that pact,'' he was quoted several days aftér the debate. '
saw no reason for us to participate in the Helsinki conference,
and I still believe it was a mistake.''

Well, the record shows that the Helsinki agreement
followed a two-year conference by 35 European nations including
such diminutive sovereignties as Vatican City, Monaco and
San Marino. Only Andora didn't participate.

The United States did, because, as the major power
of the West, we were there to protect Western interests,
including ours. This was not a ''deal'' between the United
States and the Soviets. It was 35 nations negotiating, and
the United States sometimes had to argue a hard-line with its
allies as well as with the Soviets. Carter evidently doesn't
know this.

Anyway, if Joe McCarthy were alive, he would join
Carter in attacking the conference, even though the agreement
specifies that no nation can violate the sovereignty of another
and that the borders of the nations which signed are not
permanently fixed. That means if the Poles in an act of
self-determination, managed to throw out their Communist
government, the Soviets would break the agreement by sending in

(Sentence continues)
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troops to put down the insurrection.

But Carter mindlessly charges Mr. Ford with being
''brainwashed'' about the European Security Conference, cries
about the ''terrible mistakes of "Nixon and Ford,' and lets
loose with low blows such as there was 'just about as much
openness in the Ford Administration as there is freedom in
Eastern Europe.'''

Carter tries to smear Mr. Ford with Nixon whenever
he can, demanding, I guess, that the President tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me Carter.
Sample: '*Gerald Ford has hidden himself from the public even
more than Richard Nixon at the depths of Watergate.'' Joe
McCarthy would like that broad=-brush technigque, but come now,
Jimmy, is that the kind of guy you really are?

Actually, President Ford has been embarrassingly open
aBout himself. He was gone over with a fine tooth comb during
his confirmation as Vice President. As President, he released
an unprecedented medical report on himself that was
scatological. And being a forebearing soul, he has not cried
bloody murder that Internal Revenue Service records were leaked

(Sentence continues)
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to the press by a Carter supporter. No taxpayer, including
Mr., Ford or Carter, deserves to be victimized by the crime of
a release of confidential tax information. That crime is the
stuff Watergate was made of. And yet holy Carter exploits it.

He also exploits the fiscal crisis in New York City
with an ad that proclaims: ''I guarantee that if I go to the
White House, I'll never tell the people of the greatest city on
earth to drop dead.'’

President Ford never used the words '‘'drop dead'' in
addressing the New York.City crisis. Those words belong to the
imaginative headline writer who put them on the front page of
the New York Daily News, and that's where Jimmy Carter got them.

Several weeks back, Carter told a huge farm audience
in Iowa that he would never allow grain embargoes the way the
Ford Administration did, but later he told the editors of the
Des Moines Register that there would be occasions when such an
embargo would be necessary.

Indeed, the Carter campaign is laced with such
discrepancies, and when newsmen report them, Carter loses his
Christian patience. The Wall Street Journal recently reported

(Sentence continues)
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that Carter summoned a dozen reporters for an off-the-record
session, and charged the press with nit-picking criticism and
failute to cover Mr. Ford thoroughly. Tsk, tsk.

Mr. Ford is covered thoroughly, as the full treatment
of his blunders demonstrates. He deserves this embarrassing
attention. All he can do is fill the air with explanations.
Tsk, tsk, again.

This is a bum election. Carter now shows up at the
Pdlish—American Congress with his Estonian-born sister-in-law,
and daughter Amy posing with a doil drqssed in native costume.
But Carter did not pledge to end Soviet domination of Poland.
Somehow, that ball game between the bottom-ranked teams on a
cold day and no hot dogs seems better.

(c) 1976, Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES TIMES SYNDICATE/Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles,

Calif. 90053.





