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SUtJJECt TEXT OF TELE·3RAM FROM CARTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
.. ~ ."PffESlDENT GERALD FORD 

.. WHITE HOUSE · 
.WASHINGTON DC 2ti3050 

_·,YOU HAVE MAD£ ERRONEOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT ~1Y POSIT ION ON SEVERAL 
£MPORAMT ISSUES. 

•;.,., l .•. ,I. Do" NOT ADVOCATE INCREASING H~C0f1E TAXE:S ON LOW OR MIDDLE II~COME 
··:·,t"FAMILIES 

.;:2.::·1 DO NOt ADVOCATE r:LIMATING TH£ ::.XI3THJG HOr1EOWNE.R INCOr1£ TAX 

. CRtOITS 
3~ I' DO NOT ADVOCATE NEW SPEND I N3 F ROGR AMS WHICH INOULD CO 3T ANYTHING 
NEAR HM BILL ION DOLLAR~ •. MY PLEDGE IS TO HAVE A 2ALANCED BUDGET BY 

, 1· 1980 .A NO T 0 PHASE IN NE:W PROGRAMS CNL Y AS FUNDS dECOr1E A VA ILABL£ 
'THROUGH EX?ANDINS ECONOMY AND IMPROVED GOVEP.l~MENT MANAGEMENT • 

. 4. I DO NOT ADVOCATE:: A 15 BILLION DOLLAR REDUCTIO:-.l IN THE DEFENSE 
., dUD3.ET. 'MY PROJECTED SAVINGS FHON EFFICIENCY AND ELIMINATION OF 

WASTE IS FRO~ 5 BILLIOt-. DOLLARS TQ 7 BILLION DOLLARS 
lAM' SURE· THAT t1FT£R THESE CORRECT IONS, YOU, AS A MAN OF I:-.JTEGRITY, 
WILL REFRAIN FROM MAKING THESE MISLEADING AND ERHOf'.IEOUS STATE:~ENTS 
TO 'THE AMER lCAt--i PEOPLE 
JIMMY CARTER 

. ''• ;, 

Digitized from Box 34 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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3 WHD913 517P EDT OCT 16 76 WAG091<1614)(2-024944E29Q>PD 10/16/76 11 
4 

5 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP ' 
6 5097473103 TDMT SPOKANE WA 118 10-16 0414P EST 
, PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 
' W KITE HOUSE 

10 

11 WASHINGTON DC 20510 
12 THIS IS A COPY OF A TELE3RAM SENT TO JIMMY CARTER 
IS 

14 

15 YOUR TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT FORD THIS MORNING LEAVES ME DUMBFOUNDED. 
16 

, 7 I WAS HOPEFUL THAT LAST NIGHT SENATOR MONDALE WOULD LET US KNOW 
11 WHERE THE CARTER-MONDALE TICKESTANDS BUT HE HAD NO MORE SPECIFICS 
" m THAN YOU HAVE HAD. WHERE DO YOU STAND ON TAXING THE MEDIA~ INCOME, 
21 ON GUN CONTROL, ON DEFENSE BUDGET. WHERI': ARE YOU GOING TO GET THE 
22 

23 JOBS FOR PEOPLE WITHOUT THE GOVERNMENT HIRING THEM. HOW ARE YOU 
24 GOING TO HEP THE PEOPLE IN EASTERN EUROPE DO YOU REALLY SUBSCRIBE 
25 

H TO SENATOR MONDALES VIEWPOINTS. LETS GET SPECIFIC. AS GOVERNOR OF 
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' GEORGIA YOUR RECORD IS UNCLEAR AND SO FAR YOUR CAMPAIGN PROMISES AR! 
7 

a EVEN MORE UNCLEAR. 

' 
10 

II 

12 

IS 

14 

IS 

" 17 
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21 
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24 
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A J PARDINI SOUTH 109 WALL ST SPOKANE VA 99201 
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4 ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 
5 
, 9132344998 TDBN TOPEKA KS 65 10-16 0418P EST 
7 PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORO 
I 

, Y'fHITE HOUSE DC 

. , r ... T I r. ' 5 : 

10 THIS IS A COPY OF MESSAGE TO JIMMY CARTER PLAINS GEORGIA 
11 

12 

13 IT IS YOU MR CARTER THAT IS MAKIN; ERRONEOUS AND MISLEADING 
14 

15 STATEMENTS. IT IS YOU lAR CARTER THAT HAS NOT CLARIFIED YOURSELF ON 
16 THE ISSUES. IN THE STATE OF KANSAS YOU HAVE J4AFFLED ON MANY ISSUES 
17 

11 I \f)ORTANT TO US GUN CONTROL OEF'E~SE SPENDING ELHAINATION OF INCOME 
1
' TAX DEDUCTIONS ON INTEREST PAID ON HO~ MORTGAGE PAYMENTS AND THE 

20 

21 RIGHT TO WORK 
H 

H 
WILLIAM FALSTAD ~0 CHAIR~A~ r ORO DOLE COMMITTEE KANSAS 
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3 WHD911 445P EDT OCT 16 76 WACOS7Cl50l>C2-022335E290>PD 10/16/76 11 
4 

ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 
6 4017280556 TDMT PAWTUCKET RI 104 10-16 0301P EST 
, PMS WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON 
' f ASHINGTON DC 

10 

n THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM VAS SENT TO GOVERNOR CARTER ON OCTOBER 16, 
12 1976: 
13 

14 

15 GOVERNOR 
16 

17 

1
' ON BEKALF OF TKE RKODE ISLAND PRESIDENT FORD CAMPAIGN MAY I THANK 

19 

m YOU FOR YOUR CAMPAIGN SUGGESTION HOWEVER I SUGGEST YOU LOOK AT THE 
21 RECORD; YOUR CONSTANTLY CHANGING POSITIONS DEPENDING ON AUDIENCE, 
22 

22 YOUR CLARIFICATIONS THAT ONLY CLOUD ISSUES, YOUR DELIBERATE 
u DISORTIONS, OR TOTAL NAIVETE DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES HAS 
25 

u CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DOUBT AS TO EXACTLY WHERE YOU STAND. MIGHT I 
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' ASK& WHAT IS YOUR LATEST POSITION ON THE TAX DEDUCTION FOR HOME 
7 

a MORTGAGE INTEREST PAYMENTS? WHICH ONE OF YOUR STATEMENTS IS 
' OPERATIVE TODAY? 

MAYOR VINCENT A CIANCI JR CHAIRMAN RHODE ISLAND PRESIDENT 
12 FORD COMMITTEE 120 WASHINGTON ST PROVIDANCE RI 
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WiiA01~<1445H2-~17~~16)fD hV1~7~ 1445 
ICS IPMMTZZ ~ 

2124CSOdltltiiO DT tc.W YOOK N't 159 1k)-1~ r.245P £::>1 

R4S Pf<i.SIDENT GERALD FCIID 

W IUTt HOUst: DC 

OJPY CF MESSAGE Si.NT TO GOVi:.RIOt Citt'(T.Ltl Pl.AlN$, GA. 

a.\N:>IDAT£ CARUk, If Ttt.m: WAS AN OLYMPIC catf£TITION I~ DIST~Tll~ 

ISSUES AN) TAKIW "fUllY" POSITIONS YOU WOllD BE M.l:.kiCA 'S INb,.Al'il' 

al.D Mi. I AI.. W ll'ft.tt. 

YOLR 'I'U.WRAM TO PRl.::ilD~WT FOO IS ANlTHU< UMFU. OF TK'tlKi TO }tl[)i, 

i:ErtliD .0 l~T<.iiT IONS. 

YOU HAVE DUINIAT.i.L.'t ~TATi.D YOU WOUlD cut T& (ltlLlTAt-tY isWGl.T WrilCrt 

v«lLI.D WtAKt.H TrliS NATIOCO O£FJ:.~ A&() ~ CAU~ GKJ:.AD:R 

t.Ni::MPLOY!ENT, NOW YOU Di~Y IT. 
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YOU iiAV.E: Di.FlNIATiJ..Y ~AT.W YOU IOWl AAIS.: TAXi.~ ON liURICAN 

TAXPA YF.RS. NOr# YOU D£NY IT. 

YOU DENIW HAVl~ A l.l~i OF T~ GIVIN3 YOU MOl'£Y F"" YOUi 1~70 

OfiPAiuN FQ1 GEaiGIA GOJJL.WIOt. NOW# YOU ~ Y T!£R£ IS SUCH A LISl ~UT 

'lOU Rifta TO Di.VLI.Gi. IT. 

I SWGi.:il' YOU SI'ART TiJJ..IN3 T.ti:. AMttUCAH ~Ofl..&o. HON:.&11.Y WM!:. YOU 

::MAN> lb l:)SIJLS AN> QUIT SHlfTUG YOLH PVSITIOh. Tte. VO'li}CS lli.U.T Al~ 

l'ClD A AU.~IDENr W~ fflWl:il()k) AtU. SUll.T ON Tti. Bi.WiOCK Of 

~~y AN> THUTH, NOT OL'~ TMi. QUICKSAM> OF CN<ri.R-~1'Yl.J:. kit.T(l(lC 
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WHB02~C1704> C2-026616E29B>PO 10116176 1704 
4 ICS IPMRNCZ CSP • 

: 60226388ei TORN PHOENIX AZ 145 10-16 0504~ EST 
7 PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 
• , WHITE HOUSE DC 

10 THIS IS A COPY OF THE TELEGRAM SENT TO Jl MMY CARTER 
II 

12 

13 GOVERNOR CARTER, YOU DISPLAYED UNBELIEVABLE AUDACITY IN YOUR 
14 

15 TELEGRAM TO PRE SIDE NT FORO. IT WAS YET ANOTHER DELIBERATE A TTEhPT TO 
16 MISLEAD THE VOTERS OF AMERICA. FACTS ARE, FOR EXA,PLE, THAT YOU 01 D 
17 

11 ADVOCATE ELIMINATir,c THE EXISTING HOME OWNERS TAX CREDIT. WE SUGGEST 
19 YOU CHECK YOUR STATE~NTS AS REPORTED IN THE BOSTON GLOBE OF 
20 

21 FEBRUARY ? 6 1976, THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE FEBRUARY 29 1976 AND THE NEW 

ft YORK TIMES MAGAZINE OF JUNE 6 1976. THE FACT IS YOU HAVE BEEN 
23 

24 CONSISTENTLY LOSII'C POI · TS 1" THE POLLS AND YOUR TELEGRAM TO THE 

H PRESIDENT SEEMS A DESPERATE ATTEMPT IN THE LAST WEE~S OF THE 
26 
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, CAMPAIGN TO CLOUD THE REAL ISSUE-PRESIDENT FORD•s RECORD AND 
7 ACCOMPLISHMENTS VERSUS YOUR PROMISES AND RHETORIC. WE WANT THE 
• , PRESIDENT TO CONTINUE LEADING US FOR lHE NEXT FOUR YEARS. TO BE 

10 SURE, PRESIDENT FORD IS THE MAN ARIZONA wiLL SuPPORT NOVE~ER 2. 
11 

12 BURT KR~LICK AND NONAVIE DYER, CO-CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT FORO 
13 COMMITTEE/ARIZONA 
14 
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WHAt.e1<1536H2-~3~l2~)fD liCV 1Qf'7() 15Jb 

ICS IRtltzl ~ 

~1~CS215lo21 lUll kAU:IWi ~ 79 lk>-lo w.)QP ~~ 

JMS PRESIDENT Gt.RALD tt FlfiD 

W tilT£ HOU:i: DC 

JIMY CARTF.R 

ft.AlNS GA 

• 

1 HAVE l.i.ARNiiD Oi Tii. TEJ..WRM YOU o&Nl' TO ffU::SJD£Nl' Jo·oo TWAY. 

YOlfi CCMM£1'111.:~ ABOUT .ti.AA<»£0US SfATi.i4iNI'S IS \/t.riY INl'.t:JU:.:~Tlr.l ~ 

LIGHT CF YOlfi CONTlt4Ut.O wA.iiil..INi AW Ji'l.lf Fl.OffltG Ol'l Ttt. lsa&S. 

YOU Wll.l. BE VISIT!Ni METti CAAOLINA TtUS W&£K. I )t)fli. T~T AT TAAT 

TDk: YOU wiU. TAKt: TtU:. OffaitUtdTY TO ~ UP ~HAT YOU COW:>JDt.R TO 

a::. ANY "iiU<~S" Sl'Atil'lli.NT.:) TtiAT fllA't riAVt. CI:J:.N Mil)~:. cotQ.ilNlt-.3 

'JOUo( STAN> ON THI:. ~l.AI.. OF OLR JUGriT TO WCfiK. 

T1:.D t£'tDINGF.fi UE.CUTIVt: Dlttt.Cl'C»\ ffi~SJD&.NT li(JU) Qltll"JD'TU. 
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3 WHD924 923P EDT OCT 16 76 WA,114C1842>C2-029186£290>PD 10/16/76 11 
4 

5 ICS IPMRNCZ CSP 
6 2136702821 TORN LOS ANGELES CA 165 10•16 0642P EST 
• PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 
' \i HIT£ HOUSE WASHINGTON DC 20500 

10 

11 THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF A M£SSAGE SENT TO JIMMY CARTER 
12 

13 

14 FAR FROM MISREPRESENTING YOUR POSITIONS TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA, 
15 WE HAVE BEEN TRYIN3 TO UNDERSTAND THEM. 
16 

17 YOU HAVE CONTINUALLY TAKEN 2 AND 3 SIDES ON EVERY ISSUE. A YEAR AGO 
11 YOU SAID HERE IN LOS ANGELES THAT YOU WOULD CUT DEFENSE SPENDING 15 
19 

20 BILLION DOLLARS; NOW YOU ARE CLAIMING ONLY 5 BILLION DOLLARS. 
21 YOU HAVE PROMISED TO CUT TAXES, YET YOU TOLD THE PRESS YOU WOULD 
22 

23 RAISE INCOME TAXES FOR ANYONE EARNING MORE THAN THE MEDIAN OR MEAN 
24 INCOME-WHICH MEANS A TAX INCREASE FOR 40 PERCENT OF ALL CALIFORNIA 
25 

26 FAMILIES. 
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6 YOU HAVE CALLED THE Bl BOMBER, WHICH WOULD BE PRODUCED HERE AND 
, EMPLOY THOUSANDS OF CALIFORNIANS, A WASTE OF TAX PAYERS DOLLARS. 
' YOU HAVE REVERSED YOURSELF AND SAY WELL, MAYBE. 

10 

n AND WHAT ABOUT YOUR STILL UNACCOUNTING OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTY 
11 THOUSAND DOLLARS IN STREET MONEY WHICH YOU DOLED OUT DURING THE 
13 

u PRIMARY CAMPAIGN? 
15 MAY I RESPECTFULLY HAVE AN ANSWER? 
16 

17 LEON PARMA 
11 ~NNN 
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I 
TEXT OF TELEGRAM TO CAR T~R 
(Dave Gergen) I 

I 

I 

/ 
I Dear Mr. Carter: 

I 
I 

I . 

1(/ 
,--\ '·;'.· ·\ [/ I \ \., .• / 
I \)· .. 
\ '. i 

'" 

' 

Your telegram today is astonishing. Apparently, you believe that the 
entire country is suffering fljom amnesia and cannot remember what 

I 

you have publicly said on th~ major issues of this canp aign. The 
American people are smart~r than that. 

The way in which I have re}presented your positions is accurate. 
asking a member of my st~ff to send to you a follow-up telegram 
out the record for all to see. 

I am 
laying 

The trouble with you view:s, I would suggest, is not the way that I have 
correctly represented the,m, but the way that they would lead this 
country toward higher ta~es, higher spending, more inflation and 

' a dangerously weak end military structure. 

GRF 

' .. 




