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RON NESSEN - A BIOGRAPHY

t

For two and a half years Ron Nessen held what many believe is the
second toughest job in the Government: White House Press Secretary.

After a distinguished career of 20 years as an award-winning news
and television correspondent, Nessen was asked by President Ford to

~become his spokesmanTat one of the most troubled times in our Nation's

history. The respect of the press and the public in the White House had
nearly been destroyed by Watergate, the bitterness of the Ron Ziegler

‘era, and the Nixon pardon., In September, 1974, Nessen stepped into

the very center of a stormy chapter of American history.

For the next 2-1/2 years, Nessen had a front row seat at all the headline
events of the Ford Administration: the Vladivostok Agreement with the
Russians on nuclear weapons; the sad and stunning end of the Vietnam
war; the two horrifying assassination attempts against President Ford;
the daring militaryrescue of the captured Mayaquez crew members; the
pomp and ceremony of foreign trips; the close primary and convention
victory over Ronald Reagan for the Republican Presidential nomination
and, finally, the come-from-behind campaign against Jimmy Carter
which just barely fell short in a heartbreaking loss,

At all of these important events, it was Nessen's face and words which
were seen, heard and read around the world, speaking for President Ford.

When Nessen became Press Secretary to the President, relations between
the White House and the press were strained almost to the breaking point.
Nessen helped restore trust, openness, candor and friendship to that
very' important relationship.

Before becoming the spokesman for the President, Nessen was no
stranger to great historic events. As a television correspondent for
NBC News for 12 years, Nessen spent five tours in Vletnam, covering
that war for the American television viewer.

Nessen received the George Polk Memorial Award of the Overseas Press
Club, one of the most treasured prizes available to a journalist,

Nessen almost was killed in Vietnam, on camera before millions of
televison viewers. He was struck in the chest, near the heart, by a

Viet Cong hand grenade fragment while covering a battle in the Central
Highlands in July, 1965. His cameraman kept filming as Nessen was g, Yo
tended by medics and was finally evacuated by helicopter. é
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Nessen recovered from his war wound at Walter Reed Army Hospital.
and returned to Vietnam to continue his memorable broadcasts which
focused on the frustrations and brutality of that far-away war.

Vietnam was not the only war which was brought into millons of living
rooms by Nessen on NBC television. He also reported from Bangla
Desh, from Bijafra, from Bolivia during the search for Che Guevara
and from Borneo during a violent tribal uprising.

When President Ford asked Nessen to become his Press Secretary,

he was inviting into the inner sanctum of politics a news correspondent
who had followed politics closely from the press room, Nessen was NBC's
White House Correspondent when Lyndon Johnson was President, and
Nessen covered the successful Presidential campaign of Richard Nixon

in 1968 and the unsuccessful Vice Presidential campaign of Sargent
Shriver in 1972,

One of the most exhausting but rewarding, experiences of Nessen's
career as a political correspondent was his coverage of Gerald Ford.
Two days after Spiro Agnew resigned Ford was nominated as the new
Vice President, Nessen reported for NBC viewers on his confirmation
hearings by the Senate and House, his 118,000 miles of travel over the
next eight months and finally the emotional hours when Richard Nixon
resigned and Gerald Ford was sworn in as President of the United States.

It was during this period that Nessen and Ford became personal friends.
That friendship led Ford to ask Nessen to join his top White House staff
as Press Secretary.

Nessen's unique background as both a respected journalist and a White
House official has made him much sought after by the business and
academic worlds as a consultant on communications policy.

For two years in a row Nessen was the guest lecturer at the National
War College in Washington, D.C., expounding his views on the media
and national policy to an elite class of military officers, foreign policy
and intelligence officials and top executives of business and industrial
firms.
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In addition, Nessen has been asked to share his knowledge at seminars
at the Aspen Institute, the Lyndon B, Johnson School of Public Affairs
at the University of Texas and many other institutions. His insights
have been sought by professors from Towsen State College, the
University of Maryland, George Washington University, Georgetown
University, the University of Michigan and others preparing books and
disertations on the media and government, Nessen is the author of
numerous articles,

Nessen began his journalistic career at a number of small radio stations
‘and newspapers in the Washington, D. C, area. He spent five years

as an editor with United Press International in Washington before joining
NBC in 1962, During his 12 years with that television network Nessen
was assigned to cover the news from Washington, New York, Mexico
City, London and the Far East.

Nessen graduated from American University in Washington with a degree
in history and a prize for his senior thesis on Abraham Lincoln, Nessen
is married and the father of two children,
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DECEMBER 18, 1974

Office of the White House Press Secretary

OO en e . o o e e S e e e - e e e M e R S e W e v W G e YR WS RS W G e M me oW W G N e e U G e O Gm e SN e TR e R S

THE WHITE HOUSE

RONALD H. NESSEN
Biographical Data

Ronald H. Nessen has been Press Secretary to the President since
September 20, 1974. Mr. Nessen joined the staff of United Press
International in Washington in 1956, working there until 1962, when
he joined the National Broadcasting Company.

His first NBC assignment was in Washington, where he served from 1962

to 1965 as a White House correspondent during the term of President
Johnson. He was assigned to Southeast Asia by NBC in 1965 and covered
Vietnam until he was wounded by a grenade fragment in 1966. He returned
to Washington and later that year was assigned to New York, where he
anchored a weekly Vietnam television report and a five minute daily Vietnam
report on the "Today'" show.

In 1967, Mr. Nessen received a series of foreign assignments from NBC,
covering Latin America, Asia, Africa and then London. He returned to
the United States, where he covered the Presidential campaign of 1968.
After that, he was based in Washington, specializing in urban affairs.
When Gerald Ford became Vice President, Mr. Nessen was assigned to
cover most of the 118, 000 miles traveled by the Vice President. When
President Ford took office in August, 1974, Mr. Nessen became NBC's
White House correspondent,

He was born in Washington, D, C., May 25, 1934. Mr. Nessen attended
American University, where he majored in history.

He is married to the former Young Hi Song of Seoul, South Korea, and has
two children, Edward, 1 1/2 and Caren, 18, The Nessens live in
Bethesda, Maryland.
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WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA®

CONTINUOUSLY PUBLISHED SINCE 1898 =

NOTE: This is the manuscript of your biographical sketch
currently scheduled to appear in the next edition of Who's
Who in America, now actively in compilation. This manuscript
has been prepared from data made available by you or obtain-
able from sources available to the editors. Under any circum-
stances, your cooperation in now checking it carefully will

~

NESSEN, Ronald Harold, govt. ofecl.; b. Washington,

May 25, 1934, s. Frederlck

(&aufman) N., B A., Am U., Washington, 1959 LL.D.
(hon.), Heidelberg U., 1975; m. {(complete maiden
name of wife?) SO/‘/‘-\ Y oowas H-> , Jan. 6,

COMPILER S COPY

NO. SA-H
MARQUIS WHO’S WHO, Inc.
200 East Ohio Street
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 US.A.

vs

obviously be mutually advantageous, for publication in Who's
Who in America places it as a permanent record in practically
every American library and many information centers through-
out the world. Please retumn it promptly, to Marquis Who's Who,
Inc., Chicago 60611, USA, whether or not changes are indicated.
A postage-paid return envelope is enclosed for this purpose.

769 405 =

Edward and Ida @dith

This vita has been composed by Marquis Who's Who, Inc., and is its property. It will be
used only in Marquis Who's Who publications. The sketch is subject to copyright.

Home: 5112 Baltimore Av Bethesda MD 20016 Office:
"nite House Washington DC 20500

L

,1967, children--Caren Jayne, Tdward Song. Radio
newscaster ﬂEPM,‘Martlnsburg, W.Va., 1952-5L, WARL,
Arlington, Va., 1954-55; writer Montgomery County
Sentinal, Rockville, Md., 1955-56; editor U.P.I.,
Washington, 1956-62; news corr. NBC News, Washington,
‘ 1962-7+; press sec. to pres., Washington, 197--.
Recivient George Foster Peabody Broadcasting award,
1964, George Polk Meml. award Cverseas Press Club,

1967. ¥Yem. A,F.T.R.A., Senate/House Radio-TV Galler

have been checked at firsthand,

YOUR SIGNATURE (or an authorized one)-so that the editors may be assured personal data

o

PR

- 1 e

. N

IMPORTANT: If the editors’ files do not include effective
address information (preferably both home and business or
professionai), data cannot be sent for (1) the revisions
necessary to the maintenance of their currency and (2)
the avoidance of transfer to the non-current classification.
The address portion of the above listing should therefore be
carefully checked. Addresses may be withheld from
publication on request to the editors—please note below
address “Not for publication™ if it is to be withheld from
publication.

BY WAY OF RECIPROCATION. As some tangible reciprocation for
the cooperation which must be asked of biographees in checking sketch
manuscripts and bringing published sketches up-to-date, Who's Who
in America biographees have for many years been extended consi-
derable subscription preferentials on booking any personal require-
ments for copies of Who's Who in America in advance of publication.
Return of this manuscript, checked, constitutes helpfulness to the
editors which qualifies a listee for this prepublication discount. An

order blank, restricted to listees, accompanies this vita,

(See overleaf for essential details in connection with scrutiny of your listings.)
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' NOTATIONS FOR-USE BY WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA BIOGRAPHEES
. " WHEN CHECKING MANUSCRIPTS BEFORE PUBLICATION *

SIX IMPORTANT ESSENTIALS

ONE: Your sketch, as it is now scheduled to appear in Who's Who in America, accompanies these notations, in manu-
script form. The new edition is to be a printing involving extensive revision, planning and preparation. Accordingly
it is now actively in compilation. Compilation for Who’s Who in America is continuous.

TWO: If any important biogmphical facts (conforming to the editors’ standardized specifications for content) have
heen omitted from the accompanying manuscript, they should be promptly nnted on it, and any blank spaces should
be properly f{illed in. Given names should be stated in full. The essentials of every sl\etch ordm:mly include the name
in full, the place and date of birth;the full name of parents; appropriate career, educational and marital data; and ad-
dresses (including any zip codes). While the accompanying manuscript has been prepared with a view to compilation
as indicated, publication of either it or any revision of it is entirely discretionary with the editors.

THREE: To obviate the necessity of preparing another.copy of the sketch for the printer, please retum the accom-
panying manuseript at once; regardless of whether or not chuanges are necessary.

FOUR: Whenever possible, future events now known—including coming pubkications and changé in appointments
or offices—should be antxclpated and added to the manuscript. Such mtormatxon wxll remain enmely confidential
until pubhcanon. - - N -

FiVE: DO NOT REWRITE the sketch, as it has been arranged in a standardized sequence found over many years of
usage to be exceptionally effective in reference- service. Since scattered minor alterations may involve complete re-
writing, the editors will appreciate cooperation in minimizing them.

SIX: If a sketch does not include accurate addresses, proofs can not be sent for checking by you or under your
direction. Biographical data can obviously only be most effecmely thus checked —it not bemc' reasonable to expect
even the most expert professional proofreadmg to detect errors in individual datesand similar personal facts.'Such a
chiecking is particularly to your advantage in respect to your listing, for publication places it as a permanent record
in reference centers throughout the worid. Therefore please note on the overleaf both home and business addsesses,
including any zip cades. (The editors-will gladly, on being requested to do so, omit either or both-addresses from
the published sketch, and retain them solely for their own requirements.)

- ! » n . .

Coe e THE BASIS FOR' LISTINGS

Listings in Who's Who in America are selected solely on the basis of the editors’ estimate of reference intersst,
sufﬁuf-m*y widespread to be more than regional and resulting from meritorious achievement. Initiative on the part
of these selected biographees is not a consideration, nor their desires to be. or not to be. tisted, aithough their
cooperation in supplying and checking data, in order to assure accuracy and currentness, is sought and appreciated.
Whether or pet-such googerat!on is’ forthcommg. ali those selected and-considered to be Subject i0 a requisite degree
of reference interest are histed. [t follows both that a listing felt to be necessary in the service of reference adequacy
is in no way optional with the selected biographee and that no consideration-purchase of the volume: monetary or
political influence:of any ‘type oc degree —othef than the factor of reference interest, can eftecdt a listing—no listing
has hesn otherwise determined since the establishment of Whao's Who in . imenca over seventy-five years ago.

REVISION OF LISTINGS

Since reference interest is the determinative factor in the selection of listings, it likewise is the deciding consideration
in respect to revisions and deletions. Listings are dropped or transferred to ihe inactive classification according to the
aditnrs’ esitmate of current reference interest, and therefore no other meaning should be attached to such revisions.
However, if a biographee does not furnish an address to which requests for current data may be sent, or fails to supply
current information from which the editors may judge the degree of raference interest invoived. a‘transfer to the
inactive classification is in the majority of instances to be expected.

THE PURPOSE SERVED BY LISTINGS
As indicated above, the purpose of Who's Who in America is to serve national and international reference interest in
men and women of meriterious achievement.

Siznce there are instances of worthwhile accomplishment not being subject to more than regipnal reference interest,
and as well ones of outstanding life records not being considered particularly noteworthy localy. the reasons tor ail
Jistings may well be not at all self-evident. However, in respect to all. the answer to but one query has been deciding:
“ls i: fikely that some reference center—such as library ~may be asked for information about this biographee, or that
some constructive user of biographical data-such as a newspaperman, a student, a biographer, a researcher or a
commentator—may want biographical facts about him or her?” The uses of Who's Who in America in the private
library, and for individual or business service, are both many and weill known because of decades of demonstrated
"f[ﬂt’;ieneS\, but they are also obvicusly dependent upon the constant cbservance of this basic consideration of
refsrence utility extending beyond regional requirements.




Marquis Who's Wh
. 200 East Ghio Stml
-+ Chicago, lilinois 506 1, Y.y

" Please type-or: pm clez fy. Do not aboreviate..... : o .
Do not attachvto ¢ weitidon this torm anythmg other than the ’
information. requejfted, fBend all other communications in a
separate envelt Administrative Sarvices, Marquis
Who's Who, Inc,, & dress listed above.

See reverse side for industry and Function code numbers. WA /D A-H

+ Mr. Ronald H. Nessen -
5112 Baltimore Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20016

RONALD HAR
Mame OLD NESSEN
Spel out all names in full. First Name Middle Name Last Name
Business activity Business or industry cods | 7 16 | Q L Title or function cods | 4 , 0lsg!

Please see reverse side. -

Indicate the nature of your work Executive Covernment
Far example: micrabiologist, steel company executive, fashion designer, mayor, etc.

Place of birth Washington, D.C. Dateofbith  May 25, 1934

Add date of arrival and naturahization if applicable.

Fathersname Frederick Edward Nessen

Firat Middie Last
Mother'sname  Tda Fdirh ) Kaufman

First Middie Maiden surpname
Education American University, Wash. D.C. 1954-59 B.A. Degree

Mamae of schoals with dates of attendance, degrees received, with dates; honorary degrees with names of schools and dates.

Coolidge High School, Wash. D.C. 1949/51

Paul Junior High School, Wash. D.C. 1947-49

Marrled  yoo Date of Marriage  January 6, 1967
Compiete maiden name of wife, or husband's name. Month Day Year

Children__Caren_.Jayne and Edward Song Nessen
in order of birth. include first names of married daughters and full names of their husbands.

Brief carder summary Présent — Press Secretary to the President, The White House, Wash.

Give in chronoiogical order with position, name of company, locatian, dates; location and dates of professional practice.
Nota: Specity type of business if not indicated by company name.

l—Qé%-—&—‘MG——New&;‘#G@%—&ebr&ska—&veuuc, Wash—D+€= News CULLcayuudcut
1956-1962 ~ UPI ~ National Press Bldg.; Wash. D.C. -~ Editor.
Y955=1956 = Montgomery County sentinal - Rockville, Md. = Writer
1954-1955 - WARL - Arlington, Virginia - Radlo Newscaster

1952-1954 - WEPM - Martinsburg, West Va. - Radio Newscaster

Additional prolessional or cial activities
Corporate directorships or similar positions; teaching, consulling, et¢

Civic and political activities
include offices heid and dates.

3
Non-business directorships and trusteeships
Foundations, trusts, hospitals, universities, ete.

Military record ) Decorations
Active duty only Military awards
Other honors

Professional, public service; fellowships and granis

Honorary Degree from Heidelberg College ~ Doctor of Laws Degree 1975
George Polk Memorz.al Award by the Overseas Press Club in 1967

religion. Include offices held and daias.

American Federation of Television & Radio Artists

., VU
Sepate/House Radio=TV Gallery / ; b o,
fz i
Lodges Clubs i ey
, 2 £,
’ & > /’
Special achievements ./

Research, inventions, books published, books or joumnals edited, major artistic or architectural works, musical compositions. inciude daies.v

Addresses: ] Home 5112 Baltimore Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland

Check mailing address Number Strest ST City State Zip Code Country
1 Office The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500
Number Strast . City State 2ip Code Country

The editors reserve the right to select appropriate material consistent with Marquis Who's Who style and standards and limitations of
space. Marquis Who's Who exercises the greatest care in proofing, editing and othsrwise handling data submitted to it. Biographical
sketches, which are based on informiation submitted by nominees, are editad by Marquis Who's Who and in most cases are returned to
the nominees for checking as to accuracy. Notwithstanding Marquis Who's Who efforts, errors in publication, while rare, may occur. in
the event of such errors, the sole responsibility of Marguis Who's Who will be to take reasonabie steps to carrect such errors in succeed-
mg editions of tha pubhcatnon
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Who'sWh 1 o
OSYMI0 in America GALLEY.
. PROOF
published by Marquis Who's Who, Inc., since 1898,
America’s leading biographical reference publisher. AMER'%@X?%EQ
FILE NO.
Ronald Herold Nessen MARQUIS WHO'S WHO, INC.
200 East Ohio Street
5112 Baltimore Av Chicago, Il 60611
Bethesds MD 2001¢
To assure proper handling please make all
biographical corrections on this form. Do not
add attachments. See biographee order form

offering special discount price.
Please check above address and cqrrect any errors.

”
Here is the Wroxwi d to be included in the Thirty-Ninth Edition of Who’s Who in America . Please check it
th Ct
T av
it

carefully to nd up-to-date. Please print clearly - in the biography - any important corrections or
additions. Do d minor changes. Whether or not changes are necessary, please return this proof in the
enclosed envel i days. .

 :,{§1ssen, Ronatd Harold, govt, ofcl.; b, Weshington, May 2%, 1634; s.

k;b;df;Fredorlck Edwerd and Ide Edith (Ksufmen) N.3 B.A.» Am. U.s VWeshingten,
12[1959; LL.D. (hon.), Heidelberg U.» 19755 m. Song Young Wi, Jan. & 1967;
‘ff}chtldronsCarsn Jeyne» Edward Song. Radio newscaster WEPM, Martinsburg,
 JQiH.va.: 1952-54, WARL, Acrlington, Va., 19%54~-55%; writer Montgomery County
fL;Sentina!, Rockville, Md., 19%5-56; editor U.P.l.» Washington, 192¢-¢€2;
‘ij{nows corr. NBC News» Washington, 1962-74; press sec. to Pres. Geralc R,
7r?Ford, Weshingtons 1974=, Reciplient George Fostsr Peabody Broadcasting

8 lawards 1964, George Polk Meml. award Overseas Press Clubs, 1967. Mem.

L ) [AF.ToR.A.» Senates/House Radic-TV Gallery, Home: % 5112 Beltimore Av
d ’ fgethe8d‘ MDD 20Cle Qftice: jhite House Washington
V¥ 21pc zes0c

N d‘\:"g‘

FOR YOUR RECORDS
DO NOT RETURN

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION. 1ot 1

Marquis Who's Who exercises the greatest care in proofing, editing, and otherwise handling data submitted to it. Biographical
sketches, which are based on information submitted by nominees, are edited by Marquis Who'’s Who and in most cases are returned to
the nominees for checking as to accuracy. Notwithstanding Marquis Who's Who efforts, errors in publication, while vare, may occur. In
event of such errors, the sole responsibility of Marquis Who's Who will be to take reasonable steps to correct such errors in succeeding
editions of the publication.

Please sign and date this form to assure the editors
that your personal data have been checked at first hand.

Signature Date TV
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0 in America GALLEY
‘ — ~ PROOF
published b\ A rquis Who's Who, Inc., since 1898, :
America’s leading biographical reference publisher. AMERICA VOL 39
. €5CC14
g FILE NO.
gﬁ; GAN 5.
Renald Harold Nessen MARQUIS WHO'S WHO, INC.
200 East Ohio Street
5112 Baltimore Av Chicago, Il 60611

Bethesda MD 20C1lé¢

To assure proper handling please make all
biographicai corrections on this form. Do not
add attachments. See biographee order form

offering special discount price.
Please check above address and correct any errors.

Here is the galley proof of your biography, scheduled to be included in the Thirty-Ninth Edition of Who’s Who in America . Please check it
carefully to verify that the facts are correct and up-to-date. Please print clearly - in the biography - any important corrections or
additions. Do not abbreviate; avoid rewriting and minor changes. Whether or not changes are necessary, please return this proof in the
enciosed envelope within 15 days.

coMmpiLERS *1650C14INICOI76%14C5119341M 1 . ¥Gg - fgcecect
FOR
OFFICAL
USE
ONLY ,
AD 10 [Nessen» Ronald Harcld, govt. ofcl.; b. Hashingtons May 25, 1634; s,
11 Frederiqk Edward and Ida Edith (Kaufman) N3 B.A.r» Am. U.» Washinctcns
12119595 LL.D. (hon.)» Heidelbsrg U., 19753 m. Song Young Hi, Jan. €&, 1967;
13 |children=Caren Jayne» Edward Song. Radio newscastsr WEPM» Martinsburgs
14{W.Va.»r 1952-54, WARL» Arlingtons Va.» 1954-~55; writar Montgomery County
15|Sentinals Rockville, Md.», 1955-5¢&; editor U.P.l.s, Washincton, 1685&-¢2;
‘ 16 news corr. NBC News» Washington, 1662-74; rpress sec. to Pres. GSeraild R,
17 [Ford» Washingtons 1974=, Recipient Georgas Foster Psabcedy Brcazdcasting
18 jaward, 19&4, George Polk Meml. avard Cversezs Press Club, 19¢7. lMem.
) 19 |A.FeT.R.Ae» Senate/House Radio-TV Cailery. Home: % 5112 Baltimcre Av
UYWFSU 2C |Bethesda MD 20C1¢ Cffice: Yhite Hcuse Washington
VW 21i0C 2C50¢C
650014

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION. - lof 1

Marquis Who's Who exercises the greatest care in proofing, editing, and otherwise handling data submitted to it. Biographical
sketches, which are based on information submitted by nominees, are edited by Marquis Who's Who and in most cases are returned to
the nominees for checking as to accuracy. Notwithstanding Marquis Who's Who efforts, errors in publication, while rare, may occur. In
event of such errors, the sole responsibility of Marquis Who’s Who will be to take reasonable steps to correct such errors in succeeding
editions of the publication.

Piease sign and date this form to assure the editors

that your personal data have been checked at first hand.

Signature Date



WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA’

CONTINUOUSLY PUBLISHED SINCE 1898.

NOTE: This is the manuscript of your biographical sketch
currently scheduled to appear in the next edition of Who's
Who in America, now actively in compilation. This manuscript
has been prepared from data made available by you or obtain-
able from sources available to the editors. Under any circum-
stances, your cooperation in now checking it carefully will

~

NESSEIN, Ronald Harold, govt. ofcl.; b. Washington,

May 25, 1934; s. Wrederlck

(Kaufman) N.; B A., Am U., Washington, 1959 LL. D
(hon.), Heidelberg U..; . 1975 m. (complete maiden
name of vwife?) Souc\ Y ovwea H- , Jan. 6,

COMI YR’S COPY

NO. SA—H
MARQUIS WHO’S WHO, Inc.
200 East Ohio Street
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 US.A.

obviously be mutually advantageous, for publication in Who'’s
Who in America places it as a permanent record in practically
every American library and many information centers through-
out the world. Please return it promptly, to Marquis Who’s Who,
Inc., Chicago 60611, USA, whether or not changes are indicated.
A postage-paid return envelope is enclosed for this purpose.

769 405
=

udward and Ida Tdith

This vita has been composed by Marquis Who’s Who, Inc., and is its property, It will be
used only in Marquis Who's Who publications. The sketch is subject to copyright

Home: 5112 Baltimore Av Bethesda MD 20016 Office:
ite House Washington DC 20500

L

1967, chlldren--Caren Jayne, Edward Song. Radio
newscaster WEPM, Martinsburg, W.Va., 1952-54, WARL,
Arlington, Va., 1954-55; writer Montgomery County
Sentinal, Rockville, Md., 1955-56; editor U.P.I.,
Washington, 1956-62; news corr. NBC News, Washington,
- 1962-74; press sec. to pres., Washington, 1974--.
Recipient George Foster Peabody Broadcasting award,
1964, George Polk Meml. award Overseas Press Club,

1967. Mem. A.F.T.R.A., Senate/House Radio-TV Gallery.

have been checked at firsthand.

YOUR SIGNATURE (or an authorized one)—so that the editors may be assured personal data

<. -

IMPORTANT: If the editors’ files do not include effective
address information (preferably both home and business or
professional), data cannot be sent for (1) the revisions
necessary to the maintenance of their currency and (2)
the avoidance of transfer to the non-current classification.
The address portion of the above listing should therefore be
carefully checked. Addresses may be withheld from
publication on request to the editors—please note below
address “Not for publication” if it is to be withheld from
publication.

BY WAY OF RECIPROCATION. As some tangible reciprocation for
the cooperation which must be asked of biographees in checking sketch
manuscripts and bringing published sketches up-to-date, Who's Who
in America biographees have for many years been extended consi-
derable subscription preferentials on booking any personal require-
ments for copies of Who's Who in America in advance of publication.
Return of this manuscript, checked, constitutes helpfuiness to the
editors which qualifies a listee for this prepublication discount. An

order blank, restricted to listees, accompanies this vita.

(See overleaf for essential details in connection with scrutiny of your listings.)
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NOTATIONS.FOR USE BY WHOS WHO N AMERICA >}_‘310GRAPHEES

WHEN CHECKINVVIANUSCRIPT S BEFORE PUBLICAA\/N B

o ' :SIX IMPORTANT ESSENTIALS

ONE: Your sketch, as it is now scheduled to appear in Who's Who in America, accompanies these notations, it manu-
script form. The new edition is to be a printing involving extensive revision, planning and preparation. Accordingly
it is now actively in compilation. Compilation for Who’s Who in Americz is continuous. .

TWO: If any important biographical facts (conforming to the editors’ standardized specifications for content) have
been omitted from the accompanying manuscript, they should be promptly nnied on it, and any biank spaces should
be properly filled in. Given names should be stated in full. The essentials of every sketch ordinarily include the name
in full, the place and date of birth: the full name of parents; appropriaie career, educational and marital data; and ad-
dresses (including any zip codes). While the accompanying manuscript has been prepared with a view to compilation
as indicated, publication of either it or any revision of it is entirely discretionary with the editors.

THREE: To obviate the necessity of preparmg another.copy of the sketch for the printer, please retutn the accom-
panying manuseript at once; regardless of whether or not ¢hanges are necessary.

FOUR: Whenever possible, future events now iiﬁdv@n—inﬁhdirié ¢oming pubkications and changes in appointments
or offices—should be anticipated and added to the manuscnpt Such information will remain entuely confidentlal
until pubhcatxon. R . . - v :

. ~ . . ~

FIVE: DO NOT REWRITE the sketch, as it has been arranged in a standardized sequence found over many years of
usage to be exceptionally effective in reference- service. Since scattered minor alterations may involve complete re-
writing, the edltors will appreciate cooperanon in minimizing them.

SlX If a skeu.h does ot inciude accurate addresses, proofs can not be sent for checkxna by you or under your
direction. Biographical data can obviously only be.most effectwely thus checked—it not be1n° reasonable to-expect
even the most expert professionat proofreadmg to detect errors in iadividual ddtes-and similar personal facts.-Such a
checking is particularly to your advantage in respect to your listing. for publication places it as a permanent record
in reference centers throughout.the world. Therefore please note on the overleaf both home and business addresses,
including any zip cedes. (The editors -will ‘gladly, on being requested to do so, omit either or both addresses from
the published sketch, and retain them solely for their own requirements.)

B P . .
W B - ~ - PN

« " THE BASIS FOR' LISTINGS

Listings in Who's Who in America are selected solely on the basis of the editors’ estimate of reference interest,
sufficiently widespread to be 'more than regional and resulting from meritoricus achievement. [ritiative on the part
of these selected biographees is not a consideration, nor their desires 1o be, or not to be, listed, although their
cooperation in supplying and checking data, in order to assure accuracy and currentness, is souzht and appreciated.
Whether or not-such cooperation is'forthcoming, all those selected and considered to besubject to a requisite degree
of reference interest are listed. [t follows both that a listing felt to be necessary in the service of reference adequacy
is in no way optional with the selected biographee and that no consideration—purchase of the volume: monetary or
politica} influence:of aay ‘type or.degrée~other than the factor of reference interest, can effect a listing—no listing
hias been otherwise determined since the establishment of Who's wWio in America over seventy-five years ago.

y oo .

REVISION OF LISTINGS

Since reference interest is the determinative factor in the selection of listings, it likewise is the deciding consideration
in rexpeact to revisions aad deletions. Listings are dropped or transferred to ihe inactive classification according to the
editors’ esdmate of current reference interest, and therefore no other meaning shouid be attached to such revisions.
Howsver, if a blographee does not furnish an address to which requests for current data may be sent, or fails to supply
currant irformation from which the editors may-judge the degree of raference interest invoived, altransfer to the
inactive classification is in the majority of instances to be expected.

THE PURPOSE SERVED BY LISTINGS

As indicated above, the purpose of Who's Who in dmerica is to serve national and infernational teference interest in
men and women of meritorious achievement.

Since ¢hare are instances of worthwhile Accomplimment not being subject to more than regipnal reference interest,
and as well ones of outstanding life records not being considered pamcuiarlv noteworthy tocaiy. the reasuns for ail
may well be not at ali self- evident. However, in respect to all, the answer to but one quen nas been deciding:
y that some reference center—such as library—may be asked for information about this blographee, ot that
,truwve user of biographical data~-such as a newspaperman, a student, a biographer, a researcher or a
commeninior—may want biographical facts about him or her?” The uses ol Wao's Who in Aricrica in the private
ibrary. and for individual or business service, are both many and weli xnown because of decades of demonstrated
ivenzss, but they are also obviously dependent upon the consiant observance of this basic consideration of
reference utility extending beyond regional requirements.
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L WHO'S WHO IN AMERICAN POLITICS

—— Fitth Edition 1975-1976

F oY : ,
» ~ PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT — NO INITIAL ABBREVIATIONS

Enter your data on this form designed for direct transcription to edited format; other printed vitae will not be acceptable.
1. Last Name I First IMiddle Ay Male  [J Female

(for statistics oniy)
NESSEN RONALD HAROLD
2. POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION

3. PRESENT POLITICAL OR GOVERNMENTAL POSITION (if any, limited to one):

Position ﬁrganization or Locale Starting Date
Press Secretary to the Presidnet The White House 9/74
4. BIRTHPLACE: ___Washington, D.C. : Date of Birth: Month__2___ Day_22__ Year_ 34

5. FATHER'S FULL NAME: Frederick Edward NESSE‘I(

6. MOTHER'S FIRST AND MAIDEN NAMES: Ida Edith Kaufman
7. YOUR MARITAL STATUS: Married If married: Year_67 __
(single, married, divorced, widowed)
To: Cindy Nessen (Maiden name: Young Hi Song)

(spouse’s full name, inciude maiden name of wife)

8. CHILDREN (Include daughter’s first name and husband's name if married):

1Caren .Jayne Nessen 3.
2Edward Song Nessen 4.
9. EDUCATION:
School, College or University (with location) ‘ Graduation or If no degree, dates
. Degree & Dates of attendance
American University - Washington, .D.C. (1954~59) B.A.

Collidge High School - Washington, D.C. (1949-51)
Paul .Tunior High School = Washington, D.C. (1947=49)

9a. National Greek Letter Professional and Honorary Societies (post-college memberships to be listed in Sections 14 & 15):

9b. Coilege-Level Fraternities, Sororities, Social Clubs:

9c. Honorary Degrees:

Degree College or University Date

Doctor of Laws |Heidelberg College, Tiffin, Ohio 5/18/75

10. POLITICAL AND GOVERNMENTAL POSITIONS: List chronologically with dates up to and including present position. If you wish to list con-
gressional appointments, inciude only current appointments and chairmanship of past committees.

Position QOrganization or Locale From To

Press Secretary to the President The White House/Washington, D.C. 9/74 lpresent

(Continued)

DO NOT WRITE BELOW PERFORATION

]—_I\?;ssen, Ronald H B ——’

White House Officer '
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20500




11. BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS: ,Llsf chronologically with dates up to and including present position.

Position - T Organization or Locale From To.
P;ess Secretary to the President The White House \/ Washington, D.C. 9/74 | PRESENT
News Correspondent N.B.C. / Washington, D!.C. 1962 | 1974
Editor U.P.I. / Washington, D.C. 1956 | 1962
Writer Montgomery County Sentinal - Rockville 1955 1956
Maryland. |

Radio Newscaster WARL - Arzlington, Va. 1954 | 1955
Radio Newscaster WEPM - Martinsburg, West Virginia 1952 1954

12. MILITARY SERVICE: Entered as

(Grade or Rank at Start of Duty)

released as

after sarving in

(Year entered) (Grade or Rank at End of Duty)

(Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, eic.)

{Date)
from

(Unit)

(Theatre or Major Command)

12a. If a Reservist

to
{Dates)

{Present Grade or Rank)
12b. MILITARY AWARDS, DECORATIONS:

(Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, etc.)

(Date)

13. PUBLICATIONS: List three of your most important published books or articles. Indicate if (A) — Author, (Co-A) — Co-Author, (Ed) — Editor,

{Co-E) — Co-Editor; and whether (Bk) Book or (Art) Article.

Title
( )
(

~—

Publisher or Journal

Date

el e
e | e

14. CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS (maximum of five) in professional or technical organizations, lodges, clubs, veteran, and civic and farm orga-

nizations, unions. Include current offices held, with dates, following organization.

15. HONORS AND AWARDS: List five most important. indicate organization granting award and date recelved.

Honorary Degree from Heidelberg College — Doctor of Laws - 1975

George Polk Memorial Award by the Overseas Press Club in 1967

George Foster Peabody Broadcasting Award - 1964

16. RELIGION: (optional)

17. ADDRESSES: An important feature of this directory is the State Geographic Index of all biographees. Your name will be listed under the

‘state in which you maintain your legal (voting) residence. Please be sure to complete 17a and 17b.

17a. Legal Residence:

(Street Address) (City and State) - (Zip Code)
17b. Mailing Address: 5112 Baltimore Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland
(Street Address) (City and State) (Zip Code)
18. TELEPHONE: Home ( ) Office ( )

(Area Code) (Area Code)

19. SIGNATURE:

Return promptly to: The Editors, Who's Who in American Politics, Box 25001, Tempe, AZ 85282.

DO NOT WRITE BELOW PERFORATION

,")' 7 ‘\'1
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-  WHUD WHU IN AMERIVAN FULHILY

R ! .

" ~— Fifth Edition.1975-1976  — ) ~
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"' PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT — NO INITIAL ABBREVIATIONS

Enter your data on this form designed for direct transcription to edited format; other printed vitae will not be acceptable.

1. Last Name . First : Middle 429 Male (] Female
v : ; (for statistics only)

5

NESSEN ’ 'RONALD HAROLD
2. POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION

3. PRESENT POLITICAL OR GOVERNMENTAL POSITION (if any, limited to one):

Position I QOrganization or Locale Starting Date
Press Secretary to the Presidnet The White House 9/74
4. BIRTHPLACE: Washington, D.C. Date of Birth: Month__ Day. 25 _ Year_34%

5. FATHER'S FULL NAME: Frederick Edward NESSE{

6. MOTHER'S FIRST AND MAIDEN NAMES: Ida Edith Kaufman
7. YOUR MARITAL STATUS: Married If married: Year_87
(single, married, divorced, widowed)
To: Cindy Nessen (Maiden name: Young Hi Song)

(spouse’s fuli name, include maiden name of wife)

8. CHILDREN (Inciude daughter’s first name and husband’s name if married):

1Caren Jayne Nessen 3.
2Edward Song Nessgen : 4.
9. EDUCATION:
School, College or University (with location) ) ’ Graduation or If no degree, dates
Degree & Dates of attendance
American University - Washington, D.C.  (1954-59) B.A.

Collidge High School - Washington, D.C. (1949-51)
Paul .Junior High School = Washington, D.C. (1947=49)

9a. National Greek Letter Professional and Honorary Societies (post-college memberships to be listed in Sections 14 & 15):

9b. College-Level Fraternities, Sororities, Social Clubs:

9c. Honorary Degrees:

Degree College or University Date

Doctor of Laws |Heidelberg College, Tiffin, Ohio 5/18/75

10. POLITICAL AND GOVERNMENTAL POSITIONS: List chronologically with dates up to and including present position. If you wish to list con-
gressional appointments, include only current appointments and chairmanship of past committees.

Position Organization or Locale From To

Press Secretary to the President The White House/Was\hington, D.C. 9/74 Ipresent

(Continued)

DO NOT WRITE BELOW PERFORATION

|—_1:I_e.ssen, Ronald H —’

White House Officer .
1600 Pennsylvania Ave..
Washington, DC 20500



11. BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS: List chronologically with dates up to and inciuding present position.

Position Organization or Locale From To.
Press-Secretary to the President The White House / Washington, D.C. 9/74 | PRESENT
News Correspondent _ __|N.B.C. / Washington, D.C. 962 11974
Editor U.P.I. / Washington, D.C. 1956 | 1962
Writer Montgomery County Sentinal - Rockville 1955 1956
. Maryland
Radio Newscaster WARL - Arlington, Va. 1954 1955
Radio Newscaster WEPM -~ Martinsburg, West Virginia 1952 1954
12. MILITARY SERVICE: Entered as
(Grade or Rank at Start of Duty) (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, etc.)
e teleased as after serving In
(Year anterad) (Grade or Rank at End of Duty) {Date) {Unit)
from to
{Theatre or Major Command) (Dates)

12a. If a Reservist :

(Present Grade or Rank) (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, etc.) (Date)

12b. MILITARY AWARDS, DECORATIONS:

13. PUBLICATIONS: List three of your most important published books or articies. Indicate if (A) — Author, {Co-A) — Co-Author, (Ed) — Editor,
(Co-E) — Co-Editor; and whether (Bk) Book or (Art) Article.

Title i Publisher or Journal o Date
( )
(

~

(
(
{
(

et | o e

|

14. CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS (maximum of five) in professional or technical organizations, lodges, clubs, veteran, and civic and farm orga-
nizations, unions. Include current offices heid, with dates, foilowing organization.

15. HONORS AND AWARDS: List five most important. Indicate organization granting award and date received.

Honorary Degree from Heidelberg College ~ Doctor of Laws .- 1975

_Georgce Polk Memorial Award by the Overseas Press Club in 1967

George Foster Peabody Broadcasting Award - 1964

16. RELIGION: (optional)

17. ADDRESSES: An important feature of this directory is the State Geographic Index of all biographees. Your name will be listed under the
state in which you maintain your legal (voting) residence. Please be sure to complete 17a and 17b.

17a. Legal Residence:

(Street Address) (City and State) {(Zip Code)
17b. Mailing Address: 5112 Baltimore Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland
(Street Address) (City and State) (Zip Code)
18. TELEPHONE: Home ( ) ) Office ( )
(Area Code) (Area Code\)

19, SIGNATURE:__(__ Wgy /{) 76{% DATE:/[”’-’;\/?75’

Return promptly to: The Editors, Who's Who in American Politics, Box 25001, Tempe, AZ 85282.

DO NOT WRITE BELOW PERFORATION

























- Waoswho

in America

Marquis Who's Who,Inc.
200 East Ohio Street
Chicago,lllinois 60611
312:787 2008

1898 - Our Seventy-Fifth Anniversary - 1973

Dear Friend:

Perhaps no other aspect of American life is subject to such rapid

change as the composition of our various federal, state and local govern-—
ments. I1f, as Webster observed, Democracy is ''government, made for the
people, made by the people," then it is imperative that the people have
ready access to knowledge of their elected and appointed representatives
and Civil Service employees. Moreover, the increasing interaction between
the federal, state and local levels of government requires a reference
book that will serve to acquaint officials on one level with those on
another.

To fulfill these needs, Marquis Who's Who, Inc., is currently compiling

the Second Edition of WHO'S WHO IN GOVERNMENT. We are certain that you

and your associates will find this new volume an extremely useful, communi-
cative tool.

Your biography is a key element which will determine the general effec-
tiveness of this new edition. It is essential to the basic purpose of WHO'S
WHO IN GOVERNMENT. Therefore, we have enclosed a biographical data form
on which you can supply the information we need. Your sketch will be com-
piled from the data you supply. This form is designed to provide us with
information specifically essential to our government directory--data

which you may not have given in other Marquis publications, should you
already be listed. Please use the post-paid envelope provided for speedy
return of your form. Because of the complex nature of WHO'S WHO IN GOVERN-
MENT, we would appreciate your cooperation in returning your data form as
quickly as possible.

There is no further obligation on your part. A proof of your sketch will
be sent to you for final checking prior to publication. This will help

ensure that WHO'S WHO IN GOVERNMENT, Second Edition, meets the high stan-
dards set for all Marquis Who's Who publications: completeness, accuracy,

and timeliness. we F0s
a B
. <
Sincerely, 5 ®w,
o 4
s.»,,\"“)/’
Paul Rohe

Director of Research WG/DA



. 200 EZast Ohio Streei/ I

Chicago, illinois 60¢€.11, U.é
Pleasa type or pm‘ cles;
Do not attach to ¢fwrity)
information: requaiftad.

h nat apbreviate, . N
oNvwefs form anything other than e C

Bend all otner communications in a e
separate enveldpe tf Administrative Services, Marquis

Who's Who, Ing., & address listed above.

See reverse side for industry and Function code numbers. WA /D A-H

»

* A

. Porald H. Nessen
3

l,r; Baltimore Avenue
Washirngton, D. C. 20016

MR |

Mame  RONALD HAROLD : NESSEN

Sput out 3l namaes in il First Name Middle Nams Last Nams

Business activity Business or mdustry code E Q| Title or function code i A f(} 5 ¥

Pipase se9 raverse side.

indicate the nature of your work Executlve Gowernment

For example: mxc-obm!ogast steal company executive, Tashian designer, mayor, elc,

tace of bith Washington, D.C. Date of birth May 25, 1934
Add date of arrival and naturalization it applicable.
Fatherspame Frederick Edward Nessen
First Middie Last
Mother'sname Tdg FBdi !‘h ¥aufman
e ¥ Firs Middle Maiden surname
Educatugg American University, Wash. D.C. 1954-59 B.A. Degree

Name of scITBoIS with dates of attendance, degrees received, with dates; honorary degrees with names of schools and dates.

Coolidge High School, Wash. D.C. 1949/51

Paul Junior High School, Wash. D.C, 1947-49

Married  Vao ; Dats of Marriage  January 6, 1967
Complete maiden name of wile, or husband's name. ) . Month Day Year

Chitdren . Caren [a;g_ng and Edward SQn% Nes%en
ln order of birth, Include first names of married daughters and fuTl names of their husbands.

Brief carser summary present - Press Secretary to the President, The White House, Wash.

Give in chronologlcal order with pasition, name of company, lecation, dates; localion and dates of professional practice.
Note: Specify type of business if not indicated by company name.

19561962 - UPI - Nat:tonal P’ress Bldg., Wash. D C. - Editor
I9535=1956 Montgomery County Senfinal - Rockville, Md. - Writer
1954-1955 ~ WARL - Arlington, Virginia - Radio Newscaster
1952-1954 - WEPM - Martinsburg, West Va. - Radio Newscaster

Additional professional or commercial activities
Corporate directorships of similar positions; teaching, consuliing, etc.

i

Civic and poiitical activities
inciuda offices haid and datas.

Mon-business directorships and trusteeships
Foundations, trusts, hospitals, universities, etc.

Military record : Decorations
Active duty only Military awards
Other honots

Projessional, public service; {allowships and grants

Honorary Degree from Heidelberg College - Doctor of Laws Degree 1975

George Polk Memorial Award by the Overseas Press Club in 1967

American Federation of Television & Radio Artists },«5\ by
Senate/House Radio-TV Gallery , St K
o H ;,-l' e
- Lodges ‘ Clubs % & f
Special achievements ‘ b
Research, invenlions, books published, book:_x or journals edited, major artistic or architecturai works, ical positions. Include dates. .

Addresses: ) Home 5112 Baltimore Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland

Check mailing address Number Streat City State Zip Code Country - ‘ ;.
[ Office The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500 ,
Number Strest - City State Zip Cade Country

The editors reserve the right to select appropriate material consistent with Marquis Who's Who style and standards and limitations of
space. Marquis Who's Who exercises the greatest care in proofing, editing and otherwise handling data submitted to it. Biographical
skerches, which are based on information submitted by nominees, are edited by Marquis Who's Who and in most cases are returned to
the nominees for checking as 10 accuracy. Notwithstanding Marquis Whao's Who efforts, errors in publication, while rare, may occur. in
the event of such errors, the sole respans;buhty of Marquis Who's Who will be to take reascnable steps 1o correct such errors in succeed-
ing editions of the pubhcanon

B I












