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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Ron --

Frank Cormier brought this up. Larry
Speaks also has a copy. Frank said he
wants to talk to you about it next week

(I don't think he thinks it is very significant.)

Tom can give you a 5 minute briefing on
this sort of thing before you see Frank,

Digitized from Box 22 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Ron wants this stuck in his FYI / READING

for maybe Saturday....he wants to read
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ADV FOR 6230 P.H. ' v T 15 ,_& e ' |
TERHORST o g |

VASHINGTON (AP) == JERALD TERHORST SAYS ANDES'OF PRESIDENT FORD,
WHOM HE SERVED FOR A MONTH AS PRESS SECRETARY, FIND IT FRUSTRATING
AND EVEN DEMEANING TO WAVE TO WORK THROUGH NIXON ADNINISTRATION
WACH INERY.

BECAUSE OF THE SUDDEN SKIFT OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER, TERNORST SAYS, :

ECISIONS OF THE NEV ADMINISTRATEION COULD BE TRANSLATED INTO REALITY
ONLY THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION CONTROLLED BY WHITE HOUSE CHIEF OF |
STAFF ALEXANDER HAIG. ‘

"*THE FORD-MEN NATURALLY FIND THAT FRUSTRATING AND EVEN
DEMEANING,® " TERHORST WRITES. ''AND IT IS ESPECIALLY SO WHENEVER FORD
MOVED TO CHANGE A NIXON-HAIG POLICY.''

HE MADE THE COMMENTS IN A NEV COLUMN COPYRIGHTED BY THE DETROIT
NEVS AND UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE. THE SYNDICATE SAID TERHORST WILL
WVRITE THREE COLUMNS A WEEK FOR THE NEWS AND THAT MORE THAN 43
NEWSPAPERS SUBSCRIBED TO THE COLUMN IN TKE FIRST 24 HOURS AFTER IT P
WAS OFFERED, |

TERWORST RESIGNED AS FORD'S PRESS SECRETARY A WEEK AGO AFTER THE |
PRESIDENT GRANTED .A FULL PARDON TO FORMER PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON. |

IN A SEPARATE INTERVIEW WITH THE DETROIT. NEWS, TERHORST SAID HE WAS
DISTURBED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED BY FORD PRIOR T0 THE
PARDON DECISION, SAYING HE COULD HAVE CAUTIONED THE PRESIDENT ABOUT
THE PROBLENS IT WOULD CAUSE.

HE TOLD THE NEWS ALSO THAT PRESIDENTIAL COUNSEL PHILIP BUCHEN HAD
MISLED WIN ABOUT THE PARDON, WHICH LED HIM EARLIER TO GIVE FALSE
INFORMATION TO NEWSMEN. WITHOUT GIVING DETAILS, HE SAID HE HAD BEEN
MISLED TWICE BEFORE ON DIFFERENT TOP1CS BY DIFFERENT STAFF MEMBERS.

# IN HIS COLUMN, TERHORST WROTE THAT WAIG AND HIS ASSOCIATES WERE NOT
USED TO FORD'S STYLE, WHICH ME DESCRIBED AS OPEN AND CANDID AND NOT
GIVEN TO BEING IMPRESSED/BY LENGTHY MEMOS AND POSITION PAPERS,

" ""HARDEST MIT BY FORD'S STYLE WAS HAIG#'® TERHORST WROTE, °°NIXON®S
FPREOCCUPATION WITH WATERGATE HAD TREMENDOUSLY MAGNIFIED HAIG'S .
'AUTHORITY IN THE' VHITE HOUSE AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE
 GOVERNMENT,

- #VFOR MOST oF” THE FINAL NIXON YEAR, AS HAIG HINSELF WOULD AGREE, HE |
waS THE ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WITH A TROUBLED ]
_PRESIDENT DRAVING MORE AND MORE WITHIN KIS SHELL, EVERYONE IN %]
_BOVERNMENT, WITH TME POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF (SECRETARY OF STATE % _ i
Y) KISSINGER, WAS WORKING FOR AL HAIG,® i
RHORST SAYS THAT AS A RESULT OF FRICTIONS, FORD IS SPENDING AN  ©3 o
|

f

EPPEISE—— S

g

LI“O INATE AMOUNT OF TIME SOOTHING THE FEELINGS OF HIS LOYALISTY AND
"PLACATING HAIG®S 'SENSITIVE FEELINGS -- TIME HE COULD BETTER SPEND ON T
'SLBSTANTIVE PROBLEMS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. e
E‘ **TENSIONS BETWEEN THE FORD MEN AND THE NIXON HOLDOVERS WOULD HAKE

A QUANTUM LEAP IN INTENSITY ... ON SOMETHMING DEALING WITH :
VATERGATE,** HE WRITES, '*SAY THE DISPOSITION OF NIXON TAPES AND .
' DOCUMENTS, OR EVEN. THE REMOVAL OF THE DISCONNEGTED =- BUT STILL ,
?Fnzssur -~ HIDDEN MICROPHONES IN THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,

~ **SMALL WONDER THEN THAT SOME FORD MEN SUSPECT HAIG OF - UNDULY
INFLUENCING FORD TO ISSUE HIS PARDON TO RICHARD NIXON THE GROUNDS
Atgrns FORMER PRESIDENT'S anstan KND EMOTION WELL-BEING WAS AT

14=74 13107EDT e SRS B
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WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT

MRS, JOHN PRISLEY W

ASSOCIATE

Mr, 3mes Deakin /P MW%

President, White TNouse Correspondents Asscciation
The White House

Dear Jim$

I do apprecilate the eourbu{ and ébndor you manifested this afternoon
during owr conversatien following the prees briefing, I tust that the length
of this letter will evince the fact that I have given careful thought to your
romarks, even though I have mixzsd reactions as their substance,

My quastions are, aduiitedly,lengthy e~ but I do belleve the record will
show that -I.am by no-mecans alone-in-asking lengihy-euwestions, In regard to
reasons why questions are lengthy, I have no particular lust to give a
speech, as I am popresented by a iaeturl bhareaue I think r»rather, that

the roasons my questions have been extended inolude the following:

1) ™e whibe House Correspondsnts Association has never menaged, to the best
of my knowledge, to foyrmtlate ewen a recomuendation for a procedure which
could end the present schaos, b{ which the daily press briefings often resemble
an ‘vhansas hog calling contest, or (as The HDoys On The Bus observed) The
French Chamber of Deputles,

2) The Press Room podiwm is still the city hall of Credibllity Gap =~ although
to be surd in nothing of the measure 1t was during the gloxr Era.

3z hm soen vhat The Poys Om The Bus have done to such nonconformists as
Saraeh Maclendon and Clawr: Mo L, by way of pefusing to follow up eveh
the most appropriate queat they may ask, or lstting them face official
wrath slone, or even laughing or groaning at them,

Hence we of the White Jiouse Press Corps Ishmaelite Squad are obliged, when
we can obtain yecognitheon, to ask questions with bullt-in follow wps -- mEx
as well as enough qualifiers as to expose ev. sive answers.

I doubt very much 4f this would be necescary if only the VWhite YNouse regulas
vere willing to help formulate some orderly proceduse. But I doubt if this
will be done, because if it were done for press briefings, it would logically
be in ordeyr for Presidential News Gonferences., And any system in which we
proceeded in an orderly manmey, such as draving mumbers, would deny these
regulars their bullt-in advantage of reserved sealis up fronb,

The dally press briefings eould even be conducted with a system of
numbers, which reporters could pick off a large hook, as is the case in

: siclans offi A _Be of mmbers, on another hook could
gemgsg?by anygno wanting o %W o 4
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But as I say, I doubt very much if the regulars would allow such order. And
in the absence of such, we noncomformi:=ts will have to do the best we cane.

I am under the added burden of the fact that I muast cover the religi

beat as well as the White House, which scintillating, albeit intricate
coambination I imagine that no one else in the press co approxima tes., Hence
my questlions may well seem irrelevant to some pr even o Well, there are
often questiens ralsed which seem irrelevant and exceptionally boring to me
== but I think of the Indian aphorism about walking In the other mants
moccas s &and apply this to the fact that I don't write for their editors

or b ast for thelr gensral managers.

Moreover, I am not entirely assigned to the White House. On the other hand

more of my morning commentary each day for WAVA News is expected to bs polit-
ical than religious,

Heving thi tried to explain why I ask unusual questions, in response to
your information that there Xx are unnumbered members of the White House
press corps who are angry at my questions, let me assure you that I am
angrier than they are.

I think Hell Week should last no longer than one yesar, if that, Jim,
On the first day I attended a briefing (and you very kindly followed up
question in your very smusing manner) I was, at the close of the briefing
very brusquely interrogated by John Osborne, who demanded to lmow my
identity and the papers I represent,

In trying to be polite, I answered this elderly but still singularly
arrogant bully, who acts as 1%,:101: yet gotten over the heady perfume
of being a hatchet artist for Henry Luce.

I don't kmow if it was Osborne who spread the rumor that I was a CIA agent,
but Dan Rather was kind enough to tell me about this, and the fact that
some of our colleagues not o demanded to examine my credentials, but
apparently fed this slime to Father McLaughlin, who refined 1t in his
inimitable way and announced it on TV.

At one Nixon press conference, when -- along with 50 or 75 others -- I called
for recognition by Nixon, Osborne too on himself te tell me to shut uwp
and to call me a jackass, and then feeding his side of this eplsode to a
wire service. ( s delighated the Scientologists -~ who as you know are

suing The Post-Dispatchj but there was virtually no other reaction.) I tried
very politely to reason with Osborne, but what do you do when he explains his
actions in terms of "I don't like you,"? -- except to find it easy indded to
reciprocate, along with the realization that I am not on eisher of these

beats to win popularity contests,

One of editors, who is regarded as one of ths very best political writers
in the West, advised me: "Be friendly with everyons-- and friends with no
one," I theught this was to apply only to t he. Nixon administration %,
i1t has to apply to other newsmen as well, although I rarely found that to
be the case when I worked as a reporter on two of the biggest dallies in the
USoe

MORE
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When Dan Rather suggested that my voice was reverberating at that Nixon
press conference, I tried another way: a sign reading "Mk, PRESIDENT." While

so¥e peogle were amused, ' arty Schram growled: "What do you think this is,
a circus?

I thought this was a rhetoriecal qmstioni Of course it was a circus, with
Marty and the regulars given ringside seats wheXe Yy don't have to call or
hold w sisna. v B s . L s i AT, LT mME s8 . %N BS BT ;o

B I e RACE : PR oW T h- o pa‘y o

Then, on one casion after a press briefing, I was in the middle of a ques~
tion to Jerry n when Carey of Copley interrupted, saying "Stand aside for
a question of substancel!” And he kept up this fantastic behavior until I had
to instruct him to get his damn hands off me,

Just recently, Philip Buchen issued a rhetorical invitation to me, during
a press briefing, suggesting that I come up to the podium and kecture on
the theology of marc{. After the press briefing, I began one question on this
when I was abruptly Interrupted Enight Newspapers’who angrily told me to
stop preaching and to take my col off «- which diverted me from Buchen,

on whom I was writing a cpl for 230 se newspaperse And I Just do not
intend to put up with an of this st

Knight Newspapers was sepnonded By John Berbers and Ted Knapp., While hhese
three are uswmally pleasant, I still wonder which of thelr edltors instructed
them to digcuss the vesture and to make pronouncements of judgment upon the

questions asked by other reporters. I asked if they had proffered the same =
advice to Cengre:=sman Drinan, who wears his collar at all times, even though
some of his Republican colleagues thimk he is preaching and dial? same .

The afternoon following this incidentL.I discussed it with my BWeneral

manager at WAVA News, who responded in Latim, whish“roughly translated’means
"Dontt let the bastards grind you down."

I don't think these three are bastards -- but the reat of thls statement
sbout not letting thmx oneself get grou d down is apropos, and 1t emanates £
from one of those for whom I work. 1 do not share the apparently widespread
low esteem of the White House Precss Corps we see regaularly on our bulletin

board from assorted editors and columnists, leither will I be overawed by them,
I have written at this length not for publication, Jim, but in order to

try to chronicle my thoughts with regard to any of those unnumbered and X
unidentified backbiters whp may continue to bitch to you and say nothing

to mee I plan to carry a sopy of this letter for anyone who doeanTt like
what I am doing and who wants to discuss 1t, ‘s for the others, they can take
a flying leap into the Potomsc, as I regard such with the same contempt as
those many who write me anonymous letters.

One final consideration: your mention of the fact that you didn't want to
ses “arah or me"barred from the press room." If anyone is serious about such
a scheme, they had better have a damn good lawyer.

I do appreciate your courtesy and I will always try to be courteous. I will
even try to reduce the length of my questions, 1f possibie -- gnd becguse you

asked, not because anonymous orlitics growled. i < 4
(-1+] . // . 'ﬁ
Sarah Maclendon

File Les Kinsolving

Since




hnecticut Ave.
ton, D.Ce.



acceptlng the attached at face value, seems te me we ought to p'.'o

to nessen re~ news serv:.ces being dlsadvantaged. I mean, of course,
pls let me know for reply to Joe. = >

yom see Ji: that way.
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
STAR-NEWS BUILDING
P. O, BOX 1950-.8B
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46208

-

October 16, 1974

Chief of Bureau Arrowsmith
Washington

Dear Marv:

Just FYI, we had an awful lot of trouble as a result of
things done by two White House advance people on the visit
by President Ford Oct. 16.

The local Republican officials say arrangements were
set up and o#dered by one Andy Combs and one Eric Rosenberger
who said "things will be this way and no exceptions."

Among the things they did was set up a "pool" for the
§r6~dinner reception which inc¢luded the Indianapolis Star,
ndiasnapolis News, one radiomn end one TV man, but
excluded wire services.

They also had the press at tables BEHIND the speakers
table, where there was NO line of Sight out to the speakers
or the audience. The local Republican people told newsmen
privately that they couvld slide their chairs sideways as far
as possible to try to see a bit.

One of the state's top Republicans told me Combs appeared
to have a very obvious anti~-media bias, saying such things
as "those guys don't need to eat and they don't need to see.”

Sincerely,

Jdlth \

cc: Iir. Boccardi,NY

JOE MCGOWAN JR.,
CHIEF OF BUREAU
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NOTE FOR: RUV\

FROM: TOM DECAIR

Cormier should be told--and I'll be glad
to tell him--that the wires are always
represented on ALLpools, regardless of
their size, and the fact that local wire
people wrEm weren't on a pool simply
reflects the fact that logistical
limitations made it impoasible for

us include everyone traveling with us--
let along allow doible covering by

any agency.

Also, it was Indianapolis where the
press area was so goddam big that the
GOP lost mucho $$$ because so many seats
were wiped out by the platform.

In #88 sum, the complaint is most
unfounded since Indy was one of the
places where we went out of our way
to help locals. Local wires can't -
separate themselves from their parent
organizations.

-
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\"A_tomorrow w1ll not be allowed to ask hlS questlon.

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

The Washingzon Star News has broken the embargo on the _budget: As a
consequence, === Economic Report of the President to Congress will not

be given to :i=s Washington Star News until noon tomorrow, the release '

time, and tha'Washington Star News will not be allowed to attend _
tomorrOW'mornlng s brleflng on the Econamlc Report of the Pre31dent. ‘vq~di

.x»f -

In addltlon, Fred Barnes of the WashmnOton Stax News, who was - »
.scheduled to ask a question at the President's news conference 1n Atlanta

News'orgaﬁizaticns which bréak a release time are unfair to all their
colleagues who live up to the embargo. If news organizations start R
‘ignoring embargoes, we will have an impossible situation in which there .-~
will be a race to get into print or on the air- first and everyone will "Tji‘ajaf
lose. In adaition, breaking an embargo on a message to Congress puts the
President in —he position of showing discourtesy to members of the
House and Se—zz2 because members read about the President’s message or
hear it broadczst before they receive the official copy.
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