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TEXT S-8
WITH PARDON

WASHINGTON (UPI> -- TEXT OF PRESIDENT FORD'S PROCLAMATION GRANTING
PARDON TO FORMER PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON:

"RICHARD NIXON BECAME THE THIRTY~-SEVENTH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES ON JANUARY 20, 1969, AND WAS RE-ELECTED IN 1972 FOR A SECOND
TERM BY THE ELECTORS OF FORTY-NINE OF THE FIFTY STATES. HIS TERM IN
OFFICE CONTINUED UNTIL HIS RESIGNATION ON AUGUST 9, 1974.

"PURSUANT TO RESOLUTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ITS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY CONDUCTED AN INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION ON
THE IMPEACHMENT OF THE PRESIDENT EXTENDING OVER MORE THAN EIGHT
MONTHS. THE HEARINGS OF THE COMMITTEE AND ITS DELIBERATIONS, WHICH
RECEIVED WIDE NATIONAL PUBLICITY OVER TELEVISION, RADIO, AND IN
PRINTED MEDIA, RESULTED IN VOTES ADVERSE TO RICHARD NIXON ON
RECOMMENDED ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT.

"AS A RESULT OF CERTAIN ACTS OR OMISSIONS OCCURRING BEFORE HIS
RESIGNATION FROM THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT, RICHARD NIXON HAS BECOME w®wT“K

3N
Eriiy

LIABLE TO POSSIBLE INDICTMENT AND TRIAL FOR OFFENSES AGAINST THE "y
UNITED STATES. WHETHER OR NOT HE SHALL BE SO PROSECUTED DEPENDS OE
FINDINGS OF THE APPROPRIATE GRAND JURY AND ON THE DISCRETION OF THE
AUTHORIZED PROSECUTOR. SHOULD AN INDICTMENT ENSUE, THE ACCUSED SHALL

THEN BE ENTITLED TO A FAIR TRIAL BY AN IMPARTIAL JURY, AS GUARANTEED

TO EVERY INDIVIDUAL BY THE CONSTITUTION.
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PARDCN 95-8
3RD ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A XXX RESPECT."

FORD SAID THAT ™AFTER YEARS OF BITTER CONTROVERSY AND DIVISIVE
MATIONAL DEBATE, I HAVE BEEN ADVISED AND AN COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE
THAT MANY MONTHS AND PERHAPS !MORE YEARS HAVE TO PASS BEFORE RICHART
NIYXON COQULD OBTAIN A FAIR TRIAL IN A JURY IN ANY JURIDSCTION OF THE
INITED STATES UNDER GOVERNING DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT."

REPORTERS WERE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF
EXTRAORDINARY SECRECY.

THE WASHINGTON STAR-NEWS HAD REPORTED SUNDAY THAT NIXON'S LAUYER,
HERBERT VMILLER, CONFERRED LAST WEEK WITH SPECIAL WATERGATE PROSECUTOR
LEON JAWORSKI AND FORD COUNSELOR PHILIP BUCHEN. THE STAR-NEWS SAID
MILLER WAS IN SAN CLENMENTE OVER THE WEEKEND TALKING WITH HIS CLIENT.

THERE WAS NO WORD THAT FORD CONSULTED WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
BEFORE VMAKING HIS DECISION, BUT SEN. BARRY GOLDWATER'S OFFICE HAD AN
IMMEDIATE COMMENT.

GOLDWATER CALLED THE DECISION "DECENT AND PRUDENT™ BECAUSE OF THE
DIFFICULTY NIXON WOULD HAVE GETTING A FAIR TRIAL.

FORD SAID THAT IF NIXON WERE PROSECUTED "THE FORNMER PRESIDENT
INSTEAD OF ENJOYING EQUAL TREATMENT WITH ANY OTHER CITIZEN ACCUS&D OF
VIOLATING THE LAW, WOULD BE CRUELLY AND EXCESSIVELY PENALIZD, EITHER
IN PRESERVING THE PRESUMPTION OF HIS INNOCENCE OR IN DETERMINING A
ggg%g;yD%TERMINATION OF HIS GUILT IN ORDER TO REPAY A LEGAL DEET TO

FORD DID NOT MENTION ANY SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST NIXON, WHO
DISCLOSED IN A JUNE 23, 1572, TRANSCRIPT OF HIS COMVERSATION WITH
FORMER TOP AIDE H. R AALDEMAN THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE WATERGATE
COVERUP FROM ITS OUTSET.

JAWORSKI WAS NOT MENTIONED, HE HAS BEEN INVESTIGATING THE NIXON
CASE WITH A POSSIBLE VIEW TO BRINGING THE INQUIRY BEFORE A FEDERAL
GRAND JURY.

SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE SAID NIXON SHOULD MAKE A PUBLIC
ADMISSION OF GUILT BEFORE BEING GIVEN A TOTAL PARDON.

THE PRESIDENT SAID HE SOUGHT SPECIAL GUIDANCE FROM GOD AND HE WAS
CERZAIN "IN MY OWN MIND AND CONSCIENCE THAT IT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO
DO«

HE SAID THAT THE CONSTITUTION ™IS A SUPREME LAY OF OUR LAND AND
GOVERNS OUR ACTIONS AS CITIZENS.

"ONLY THE LAYS OF GOD, WHICH GOVERN OUR CONSCIENCES, ARE SUPERIOR
T IT.

"AS WE ARE A NATION UNDER GOD, SO I AlM SWORN TO UPHOLD OUR LAWS
WITH THE HELP OF GOD. AND I HAVE SOUGHT SUCH GUIDANCE AND SEARCHED MY
OJN CONCSCIENCE WITH SPECIAL DILIGENCE TO DETERNINE THE RIGHT THING
FOR ME TO DO WITH RESPECT TO MY PREDECESSOR IN THIS PLACE, RICHARD
NIXON, AND HIS LOYAL WIFE AND FAMILY."

FORD MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT AT 11 A.M. AFTER ATTENDING 8 A.M. HOLY
COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. JOHN'S ON LAYAFETTE PARK, ACRROSS THE STREET
FRON THE WHITE HOUSE.

THE WATERGATE COVERUP TRIAL OF SIX OF NIXON'S FORMER ASSOCIATES
BEGINS SEPT. 30 BEFORE DISCTICT JUDGE JOHN J. SIRICA. FORMER AIDE
JOHN D+ EHRLICHMAN'S ATTORNEYS HAVE SUBPOENAED NIXON AS A WITNESS.

MORE TR
UPI 09-08 01:01 FED '

2 0A
PARDON 9~8
LTH ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A XXX WITNESS,.

FORD SAID "THERE ARE NO HISTORIC OR LEGAL PRECEDENTS TO WHIQH I
CAN TURN IN THIS MATTER, NONE THAT PRECISELY FIT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF
A PRIVATE CITIZEM WHO HAS RESIGNED THE PRESIDERCY OF THE UNIITETD
STATEDY 1T IS COMYON KNOWLEDGE THAT SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS AND
ACCUSATIONS HANG LIKE A SWORD OVER OUR FORVER PRESIDENT'S HEAD _
THREATENING HIS HEALTH AS HE TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS LIFE, A GREAT PART
WHICH WAS SPENT IN THE SERVICE OF THIS COUNTRY AND BY THE FMANDATE OF
ITS PEOPLE " ! .

FORD SAID THAT A PERIOD OF LONG LITIGATION WOULD AROU?E UGLY
PASSIONS™ AND ®OUR PEOPLE WOULD POLARIZE IN THEIR OPINIONSA AND THE
CREDIBILITY OF OUR FREE INSTITUTICNS OF COVERNNMENT WOULD BE AGAIN

E AT HOME AND ABRCAD.
CHA&%NN%EE END, THE COURTS MIGHT WELL HOLD THAT RICHARD NIXCNMN HAS
BEEEN DENIED DUE PROCESS AND THE VERDICT OF HISTORY WOULD BE EVEN MORE
INCONCLUSIVE WITH RESPECT TO THOSE CHARGES ARISING OUT OF THE PERICD
OF HIS PRESIDENCY OF WHICH I Al PRESEKNTLY AWARE."

THE PRECIDENT SAID HE WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH "THE ULTIVMATE FATE OF
RICHARD NIYON", BUT WITH THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY .

"IN THIS I DARE NOT DEPEND UPON MY PERSOHAL SYMPATHY AS A ,
IONG-TIVE FRIEND OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT NOR MY PROFESSIONAL JUDGNENT
AS A LAWYER eee AS P&ESIDENTL MY PRIMARY CONCERN MUST ALUAYS EE THE
GREATEST GOOD OF ALL THE PLOPLE OF THE UNITED STATEC, WHOSE CERVANT
I AT".

"I DO BELIEVE THAT THE Buc% sTopPs HERE, ™ THE PRESIDENT SﬂID% "AND
THAT I CAMNOT RELY UPON PUBLIC OPINION POLLS TC TELL ME UHAT IS
RIGHT.

"FINALLY, I FEEL THAT RICHARD NIZON AND KIS LOVED ONES HAVE
SU" "ERED ENOUGH, AND WILL CONTINUZ TO SUFFER NO MATTZR 'HAT I DOy NO
MA-TER WHAT WE AS A GREAT ARD GOOD NATION CAN DO TOGETHER TO MAKE HIS
GOAL OF PEACE COME TRUE.

"™NOi, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, PURSUANT TO THE PARDON POWER CONFERRED UPON ME BY ARTICLE II,
SECTION 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION, HAVE GRANTED AND BY THEZE PRESENTS DO
GRANT A FULL, FREE, AND ABSOLU PARDON UNTO RICHARD NIZOMN FOR ALL
OFFENSES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, WHICH HE, RICHARD NIXON, HAS
COMMITTED OR MAY HAVE COMMITTED OR TAKEN PART IN DURING THE PERICD
FROM JANUARY 20, 1955, THROUGH AUG. S, 197as%—

UPI 09-08 C1308 PED
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BY HELEN THOMAS

UPI WHITE HOUSE REPORTER
WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD SUNDAY GRANTED RICHARD M. NIXON

A "FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE PARDON" FOR ANY OFFENSES HE MAY HAVE
COMMITTED IN OFFICE AND NIXON IMMEDIATELY ACKNOWLEDGED "REGRET AND
PAIN AT THE ANGUISH MY MISTAKES OVER WATERGATE HAVE CAUSED THE

NATION.” |
FORD SAID HE WAS ACTING TO PREVENT "PROLONGED AND DIVISIVE DEBATE"

THAT WOULD RESULT FROM A NIXON TRIAL AND BECAUSE "SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS
AND ACCUSATIONS HANG LIKE A SWORD <.. THREATENING HIS HEALTH AS HE
TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS LIFE™ IN CALIFORNIA.

MORE | |
| I
UPI 89-88 12:19 PED —
2144
PARDON 9-8

1ST ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 2124 XXX'IN CALIFORNIA.

FORD PERSONALLY READ HiIS SUDDEN AND DRAMATIC PARDON ANNOUNCEMENT
TO REPORTERS 1IN THE WHITE HOUSE OVAL OFFICE AND HE DEPARTED FROM THE
PREPARED TEXT TO INSERT THE WORDS "THREATENING HIS‘HEALTH” VERBALLY
AS HE READ ALONG.

FORD SAID NIXON HAD SUFFERED "AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY IN WHICH WE HAVE
ALL PLAYED A PART..

IT CAN GO ON AND ON AND ON, AND SOMEONE WUST VRITE *THE END* To
IT. y

MORE /.
UPI @5-28 12:26 PED %%ﬂ ff
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2ND ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A XXX TO IT.

"I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT ONLY I CAN DO THAT, AND IF I CAN, I MUST."

FORD SIGNED A PROCLAMATION GRANTING NIXON A PARDON COVERING THE
PER%OD FROM JAN. 20, 1969, UNTIL AUG. 9, 1974 =-- THE DAY NIXON LEFT
OFFICE .

FORD READ HIS ANNOUNCEMENT IN SOLENMN AND SYMPATHETIC TONES CNE
MONTH TO THE DAY AFTER NIXON TOLD THE NATION HE WOULD BECOME THE
FIRST PRESIDENT IN HISTORY TO RESIGN.

IN SAN CLEMENTE, CALIF., WHERE NIXON HAS LIVED IN SECLUSION SIKNCE
HE LEFT OFFICE, THE FORMER PRESIDENT ISSUED A STATENMENT SOON AFTER
THE WASHINGTON ANNOUNCEMENT IN WHICH HE OWNED UP TO SOME MISTAKES OF
JUDGEMENT BUT NO OUTRIGHT CRIMINAL WRONGDOING IN HIS HANDLING OF THE
WATERGATE ATFAIR.

LOOKING BACK ON WHAT IS STILL IN MY MIND A COMPLEX AND CONFUSING
MAZE OF EVENTS, DECISIONE, PRESSURES, AND PERSONALITIES, ONE THING I
CAN SEE $EARLY NOW IS THAT I WAS WRONG IN NOT ACTING MORE DECISIVELY
AND MORE FORTHRIGHLY IN DEALING WITH WATERGATE, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT
REACHED THE STAGE OF JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS AND GREW FROM A POLITICAL
SCANDAL INTO A NATIONAL TRAGEDY,"™ NIXON'S STATEMENT SAID IN PART.

"NO WORDS CAN DESCRIBE THE DEPTHS OF XY REGRET AND PAIN AT THE
ANGUISH MY MISTAKES OVER WATERGATE HAVE CAUSED THE NATION AND THE
PRESIDENCY A NATION I SO DEEPLY LOVED AND AN INSTITUTION I SO GREATLY
RESPECT."

MORE
UPI 09-08€ 12:38 PED
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~ PARDON 9-8

3RD ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A XXX RESPECT.”

FORD SAID THAT "AFTER YEARS OF BITTER CONTROVERSY AND DIVISIVE
NATIONAL DEBATE, I HAVE BEEN ADVISED AND AM COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE
THAT MANY MONTHS AND PERHAPS MORE YEARS HAVE TO PASS BEFORE RICHARD
NIXON COULD OBTAIN A FAIR TRIAL IN A JURY IN ANY JURIDSCTION OF THE
UNITED STATES UNDER GOVERNING DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT."

REPORTERS WERE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF
EXTRAORDINARY SECRECY.

THE WASHINGTON STAR-NEWS HAD REPORTED SUNDAY THAT NIXON'S LAWYER,
HERBERT MILLER, CONFERRED LAST WEEK WITH SPECIAL WATERGATE PROSECUTOR
LEON JAWORSKI AND FORD COUNSELOR PHILIP BUCHEN. THE STAR-NEWS SAID
MILLER WAS IN SAN CLEMENTE OVER THE WEEKEND TALKING WITH HIS CLIENT.

THERE WAS NO WORD THAT FORD CONSULTED WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
BEFORE MAKING HIS DECISION, BUT SEN. BARRY GOLDWATER'S OFFICE HAD AN
IMMEDIATE COMMENT.

GOLDWATER CALLED THE DECISION "DECENT AND PRUDENT"™ BECAUSE OF THE
DIFFICULTY NIXON WOULD HAVE GETTING A FAIR TRIAL.

FORD SAID THAT IF NIXON WERE PROSECUTED "THE FORMER PRESIDENT,
INSTEAD OF ENJOYING EQUAL TREATMENT WITH ANY OTHER CITIZEN ACCUSED OF
VIOLATING THE LAW, WOULD BE CRUELLY AND EXCESSIVELY PENALIZD, EITHER
IN PRESERVING THE PRESUMPTION OF HIS INNOCENCE OR IN DETERMINING A

72

SPEEDY DETERMINATION OF HIS GUILT IN ORDER TO REPAY A LEGAL DEBT Toég
SOCIETY." R
FORD DID NOT MENTION ANY SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST NIXON, WHO
DISCLOSED IN A JUNE 23, 1972, TRANSCRIPT OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH
FORMER TOP AIDE H. R. HALDEMAN THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE WATERGATE

COVERUP FROM ITS OUTSET.
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“JAWORSKI WAS NOT MENTIONED. HE HAS BEEN INVESTIGATING THE NIXON ©
CASE WITH A POSSIBLE VIEW TO BRINGING THE INQUIRY BEFORE A FEDERAL
GRAND JURY.

SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE SAID NIXON SHOULD MAKE A PUBLIC
ADMISSION OF GUILT BEFORE BEING GIVEN A TOTAL PARDON.

THE PRESIDENT SAID HE SOUGHT SPECIAL GUIDANCE FROM GOD AND HE WAS
CERTAIN "IN MY OWN MIND AND CONSCIENCE THAT IT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO
DO."

HE SAID THAT THE CONSTITUTION "IS A SUPREME LAW OF OUR LAND AND
GOVERNS OUR ACTIONS AS CITIZENS.

"ONLY THE LAWS OF GOD, WHICH GOVERN OUR CONSCIENCES, ARE SUPERIOR
T0 IT.

"AS WE ARE A NATION UNDER GOD, SO I AM SWORN TO UPHOLD OUR LAWS
WITH THE HELP OF GOD. AND I HAVE SOUGHT SUCH GUIDANCE AND SEARCHED MY
OWN CONCSCIENCE WITH SPECIAL DILIGENCE TO DETERMINE THE RIGHT THING
FOR ME TO DO WITH RESPECT TO MY PREDECESSOR IN THIS PLACE, RICHARD
NIXON, AND HIS LOYAL WIFE AND FAMILY,"

FORD MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT AT 11 A.M. AFTER ATTENDING 8 A.M. HOLY
COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. JOHN'S ON LAYAFETTE PARK, ACRROSS THE STREET
FROM THE WHITE HOUSE.

THE WATERGATE COVERUP TRIAL OF SIX OF NIXON'S FORMER ASSOCIATES
BEGINS SEPT. 306 BEFORE DISCTICT JUDGE JOHN J. SIRICA. FORMER AIDE
JOHN D. EHRLICHNAN'S ATTORNEYS HAVE SUBPOENAED NIXON AS A WITNESS. -y,

MORE g
UPI 99-08 B1:@1 PED
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ATH ADD NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 2124 XXX WITNESS.

FORD SAID "THERE ARE NO HISTORIC OR LEGAL PRECEDENTS TO WHICH I
CAN TURN IN THIS MATTER, NONE THAT PRECISELY FIT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF
A PRIVATE CITIZEN WHO HAS RESIGNED THE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNIITED
STATES.

"BUT IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS AND
ACCUSATIONS KANG LIKE A SWORD OVER OUR FORMER PRESIDENT'S HEAD
THREATENING HIS HEALTH AS HE TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS LIFE, A GREAT PART
WHICH WAS SPENT IN THE SERVICE OF THIS COUNTRY AND BY THE MANDATE OF
ITS PEOPLE."

FORD SAID THAT A PERIOD OF LONG LITIGATION WOULD AROUSE "UGLY
PASSIONS™ AND "OUR PEOPLE WOULD POLARIZE IN THEIR OPINIONS, AND THE
CREDIBILITY OF OUR FREE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AGAIN
CHALLENGED AT HOME AND ABROAD.

"IN THE END, THE COURTS MIGHT WELL HOLD THAT RICHARD NIXON HAS
BEEN DENIED DUE PROCESS AND THE VERDICT OF HISTORY WOULD BE EVEN MORE
INCONCLUSIVE WITH RESPECT TO THOSE CHARGES ARISING OUT OF THE PERIOD
OF HIS PRESIDENCY OF WHICH I AM PRESENTLY AWARE.”

THE PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH "THE ULTIMATE FATE OF
RICHARD NIXON", BUT WITH THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY.

"IN THIS I DARE NOT DEPEND UPON MY PERSONAL SYMPATHY AS A

LONG-TIME FRIEND OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT NOR MY PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT

AS A LAWYER ... AS PRESIDENT, MY PRIMARY CONCERN MUST ALWAYS BE THE
GREATEST GOOD OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, WHOSE SERVANT
I AM.

"1 DO BELIEVE THAT THE BUCK STOPS HERE," THE PRESIDENT SAID, "AND
THAT 1 CANNOT RELY UPON PUBLIC OPINION POLLS TO TELL ME WHAT IS
RIGHT.

"FINALLY, I FEEL THAT RICHARD NIXON AND HIS LOVED ONES HAVE
SUFFERED ENOUGH, AND WILL CONTINUE TO SUFFER NO MATTER WHAT I DO, NO
MATTER WHAT WE AS A GREAT AND GOOD NATION CAN DO TOGETHER TO MAKE HIS
GOAL OF PEACE COME TRUE.

"NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, PURSUANT TO THE PARDON POWER CONFERRED UPON ME BY ARTICLE II,
SECTION 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION, HAVE GRANTED AND BY THESE PRESENTS DO
GRANT A FULL, FREE, AND ABSOLUTE PARDON UNTO RICHARD NIXON FOR ALL
OFFENSES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, WHICH HE, RICHARD NIXON, HAS
COMMITTED OR MAY HAVE COMMITTED OR TAKEN PART IN DURING THE PERIOD
FROM JANUARY 28, 1969, THROUGH AUG. 9,'1974."

UPI g5-@8 @1:08% PED - e R e RS T
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~ PARDON 9-8 |
INSERT PARDON WASHINGTON 212A AFTER 7TH PGH XXX LEFT OFFICE.

IN REHOBOTH, MASS., RABBI BARUCH KORFF SAID HE RECEIVED A
TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE NIXON COMPOUND AT SAN CLEMENTE., CALIF., BUT
DID NOT SAY WHETHER HE HAD TALKED TO NIXON PERSONALLY. "ALL I CAN
TELL YOU IS THAT HIS FRAME OF MIND THIS MORNING IS ONE OF T
EXHILARATION AND THANKSGIVING,™ HE SAID. &
PICKUP 8TH PGH 212A: FORD READ
UPL ©9-08 91:15 PED

222A -
I PARDON 5-8

NSERT PARDON WASHINGTON 212A AFTER 7TH PGH X¥X¥ LEFT .

IN REHOBOTH, MASS., RABBI BARUCH KORFF SAID HE REgElgg%IgE
TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE NIXOM COMPOUND AT SAN CLEMENTE .y CALIF., BUT
DID NOT SAY WHETHER HE HAD TALKED TO NIXON PERSONALLY. z’ALL I C&N
TELL YOU IS THAT HIS FRAME OF MIND THIS MORNING IS ONE OF
EYHILARATION AND THANKSGIVING,™ HE SAID.

PICKUP 8TH PGH 212A: FORD READ
UPI 05-08 C1:15 PED
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INSERT NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A AFTER 9TH PGH XXX LEFT
CFFICE.

SPECIAL PRCSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI WAS INFORMED OF FORD'S DECISION
EARLY SUNDAY MORNING BY WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL PHILIP BUCHEN, A JAWORSKI
SPOKESMAN SAID. HE SAID JAWORSKI HAD NO FORMAL REACTION AND WOULD
ISSUE NO STATEMENT.

JAWORSKI, WHO REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN CONFERRING IN RECENT WEEKS WITH
NIXON'S NEWLY HIRED CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYER, HERBERT J. MILLER JR.,
WAS UNDERSTOOD TO FEEL THAT ANY DECISION TO PARDON NIXON WAS SCLELY
UP TO FORD AND FULLY WITHIN HIS CONSTITUTIONAL PREROGATIVES AS
PRESIDENT. FORD'S STATEMENT INDICATED HE HAD MADE THAT DECISION
ALONE, WITHOUT CONSULTING THE PROSECUTOR. 5f€7?53}\

PICKUP 1@TH PGH BGNG FORD READ HIS ANNOUNCEMENT i{‘ 25

UPI £9-88 82:16 PED ‘
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PARDON 9-8
INSERT NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A AFTER STH PGH XXX LEFT
OFFICE.

SPECIAL PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI WAS INFORMED OF FORD'S DECISION
EARLY SUNDAY MORNING BY WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL PHILIP BUCHEN, A JAWORSKI
SPOKESMAN SAID. HE SAID JAWORSKI HAD NO FORMAL REACTION AND WOULD
ISSUE NO STATEMENT.

JAWORSKI, WHO REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN CONFERRING IN RECENT WEEKS WITH
NIXON'S NEWLY HIRED CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYER, HERBERT J. MILLER JR.,
VAS UNDERSTOOD TO FEEL THAT ANY DECISION TO PARDON NIXON WAS SOLELY
UP TO FORD AND FULLY WITHIN HIS CONSTITUTIONAL PREROGATIVES AS
PRESIDENT. FORD'S STATEMENT INDICATED HE HAD MADE THAT DECISION
ALONE, WITHOUT CONSULTING THE PROSECUTOR. AT
PICKUP 18TH PGH BGNG FORD READ HIS ANNOUNCEMENT i c
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thSERT NIGHT LD PARDON WASHINGTON 212A AFTER 3RD PGH XXX READ
ALONG.

WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL PHILIP BUCHEN CALLED FORD'S PARDON OF NIXON AN
"ACT OF MERCY,™ AND SAID THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT TO DRAW FROM THE FORMER
PRESIDENT AN ADMISSION OF ANY CRIME.

IN A SIMULTANEOUS ACTION, THE WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCED THAT ATTORNEY
GENERAL WILLIAM SAXBE HAS RULED THAT NIXON'S WHITE HOUSE DOCUMENTs;
PAPERS AND TAPES ARE HIS PERSONAL PROPERTY.

AT THE SAME TIME NIXON REACHED AN AGREEMENT WITH ARTHUR F.
SAMPSON, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION,
DECLARING THAT NIXON RETAINS LEGAL TITLE TO THE MATERIALS, BUT THAT
PHYSICAL CUSTODY WILL BE RETAINED BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR THREE YEARS.

PICKUP 4TH PGH BGNG FORD SAID NIXON PEtiEn

UPI §5-28 @1:51 PED



__A\szzgza THAT A xaxiffaxgxlcxaaa NIXON, IF IT BECAME
NECESSARY, COULD NOT FAIRLY BEGIN UNTIL A YEAR OR MORE HAS ELAPSED.
IN THE MEANTIME, THE TRANQUILITY TO WHICH THIS NATION HAS BEEN
RESTORED BY THE EVENTS OF RECENT WEEKS COULD BE IRREPARABLY LOST BY
THE PROSPECTS OF BRINGING TO TRIAL A FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. THE PROSPECTS OF SUCH TRIAL WILL CAUSE PROLONGED AND DIVISIVE
DEBATE OVER THE PROPRIETY OF EXPOSING TO FURTHER PUNISHMENT AND
DEGRADATION A MAN WHO HAS ALREADY PAID THE UNPRECEDENTED PENALTY OF
RELINQUISHING THE HIGHEST ELECTIVE OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES.

"NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, PURSUANT TO THE PARDON POWER CONFERRED UPON ME BY ARTICLE II,
SECTION 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION, HAVE GRANTED AND BY THESE PRESENTS DO
GRANT A FULL, FREE, AND ABSOLUTE PARDON UNTO RICHARD NIXON FOR ALL
OFFENSES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES WHICH HE, RICHARD NIXON, HAS
COMMITTED OR MAY HAVE COMMITTED OR TAKEN PART IN DURING THE PERIOD
FROM JANUARY 20, 1969 THROUGH AUGUST 9, 1974.

"IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND THIS 8TH DAY OF".
SEPTEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-FOUR, AND
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE 199TH.”

~ U1 69-88 12146 PED o



FLASH
NIXON PARDONED
UPI 25-88 11:20 AED

201A
FORD 9-8
BULLETIN
WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD ANNOUNCED SUNDAY THAT HE HAS
GRANTED RICHARD M. NIXON A "FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE PARDON" FOR ALL
OFFENSES THE FORMER PRESIDENT COMMITTED OR MAY HAVE COMMITTED WHILE
IN OFFICE.
MORE
UPI 09-88 11:21 AED

2024
FORD 9-8 |
IST ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX OFFICE.
THE ACTION CAME ALMOST ONE MONTH TO THE DAY SINCE NIXON RESIGNED
THE PRESIDENCY UNDER THE PRESSURE OF THE WATERGATE SCANDAL.
FORD SAID NIXON AND HIS FAMILY HAD "SUFFERED ENOUGH AND WILL
CONTINUE TO SUFFER NO MATTER WHAT I DO."
MORE
UPI @9-88 11:24 AED

203A
FORD 5-8
2ND ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX I DO."
"RICHARD NIXON AND HIS LOVED ONES WILL CONTINUE TO SUFFER, NO WHAT
I DO, NO MATTER WHAT WE AS A GREAT AND GOOD NATION CAN DO TOGETHER TO
MAKE HIS GOAL OF PEACE COME TRUE," THE PRESIDENT SAID.
MORE
UPI 89-08 11:26 AED
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3RD ADD FORD WASHINGTION 281A XXX SAID.
FORD SPOKE IN SOLEMN TERMS AND SAID HE FELT THAT THE NIXON FAMILY
HAS BEEN THROUGH "AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY IN WHICH WE HAVE ALL PLAYED A
 PART. IT CAN GO ON AND ON AND ON, AND SOME ONE MUST WRITE THE ' THE
END TO IT.""
"1 HAVE CONCLUDED THAT ONLY I CAN DO THAT, HE SAID, AND IF I CAN,
I MusT.” |
| MORE
o UPI 89-@38 113129 ALD

o e
ATH ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX MUST.™
FORD SIGNED A PROCLAMATION GRANTING A PARDON TO NIXON FOR THE
PERIOD FROM JAN. 28, 1969 UNTIL AUG.9, 1974 =-- THE DAY NIXON
RESIGNED.
REPORTERS WERE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN EXTRAORDINARY
SECRECY SURROUNDING THE ANNOUNCEMENT.
AT NO POINT DID FORD MENTION ANY PLEA BARGAINING ON NIXON'S PART,
NOR DID HE REFER TO ANY CHARGES BEING FILED ALTHOUGH HE DID MAKE A
REFERENCE TO "POTENTIAL LITIGATION."
A PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORITY TO GRANT A PARDON AT ANY STAGE OF LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS -- EVEN IN ADVANCE OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BEING INITIATED.
"AFTER YEARS OF BITTER CONTROVERSY AND DIVISIVE NATIONAL DEBATE,
I HAVE BEEN ADVISED AND AM COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE THAT MANY MONTHS AND
PERHAPS MORE YEARS HAVE TO PASS BEFORE RICHARD NIXON COULD OBTAIN A
FAIR TRIAL IN A JURY IN ANY JURIDSCTION OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER
GOVERNING DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT.”

MORE _
UPI 89-88 11:37 AED
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STH ADD FORD WASKINGTON 201A XXX COURT.”
FORD DID NOT MENTION ANY SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST NIXON, WHO
DISCLOSED IN A JUNE 23, 1972, TRANSCRIPT OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH HIS

FORMER TOP AIDE H. R. HALDEMAN THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE WATERGATE
COVERUP FROM THE OUTSET.

NOR WAS THERE ANY MENTION OF SPECIAL PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI WHO
HAS BEEN INVESTIGATING TTHE NIXON CASE WITH A POSSIBLE VIEW TO
BRINGING THE INQUIRY BEFORE A FEDERAL GRAND JURY.

THERE WERE INDICATIONS THAT JAWORSKI AND NIXON'S NEWLY-HIRED
LAWYER, HERBERT MILLER, A FORMER JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL, MAY

HAVE BEEN PLEA BARGAINING.
SOME MEMBER OF CONGRESS HAVE INDICATED THAT NIXON SHOUDL MAKE SOME
PUBLIC ADMISSION OF GUILT BEFORE BEING GIVEN A TOTAL PARDON.
"TO PROCRASTINATE, TO AGONIZE, TO WAIT FOR A MORE FAVORABLE TURN
OF EVENTS THAT MAY NEVER COME, OR MORE COMPELLING EXTERNAL PRESSURES
THAT MAY AS WELL BE WRONG AS RIGHT, IS IN ITSELF A DECISION OF SORTS
- AND A WEAK AND POTENTIALLY COURSE FOR A PRESIDENT TO FOLLOW," FORD

SAID.
MORE
UPI 89-88 11:46 AED _
ret
"~ FORD 8-9

5TH ADD FORD WASHINGTON 2814 XxX SAID,

FORD SAID THAT AS HE SEE THE FACT,"THE FORMER\PRESIDENT INSTEAD OF
ENJOYING EqQuaAL TREATMENT WITH ANY OTHER CITIZEN ACCUSED OF VIOLATING
THE LAW, WOULD BE CRUELLY AND EXCESSIVELY PENALIZED EITHER IN
PRESERVING THE PRESUMPTION OF HIS INNOCENCE OR IN DETERMINING A

SPEEDY DETERMINATION OF HIS GUILT IN ORDER T0O REPAY A LEGAL DEBT T0
SOCIETY."

UPI 29-88 11:51 AED
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| FORD S-8
INSERT FORD WASHINGTON 20tA AFTER 1ST PGH XXX OFFICE.

NIXON, MEANWHILE, ISSUED A STATEMENT FROM SAN CLEMENTE EXPRESSING
"MY REGRET AND PAIN AT THE ANGUISH MY MISTAKES OVER WATERGATE HAVE
CAUSED THE NATION..."

PICKUP 2ND PGH BGNG THE ACTION CAME
| UPI 95-988 12:08 PED

218A
FORD 9-8
INSERT FORD WASHINGTON 2@1A AFTER 4RD PGH XXX WHAT I DO."
THE‘PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS ACTING TO PREVENT "PROLONGED AND
DIVISIVE DEBATE™ THAT WOULD RESULT FROM NIXON'S TRIAL AND BECAUSE
"SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS AND ACCUSATIONS HANG LIKE A SWORD ...
THREATENING HIS HEALTH AS HE TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS LIFE"™ IN

CALIFORNIA. | s
PICKUP STH PGH 201A: "RICHARD NIXON :
UPI @9-¢8 12:18 PED
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FORD ' =8 -
BULLETIN
WASHINGTON (UP1) == mzsmm'f ronn 'ANNOUNCED SUNDAY THAT HE HAS
GRANTED RICHARD M. NIXON A "FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE PARDON™ FOR ALL
OFFENSES THE FORMER PRESIDENT coﬁm'm:n OR MAY HAVE COMMITTED WHILE
N OFFICE.
MORE
UPI 09«08 11321 AED

202A

‘FORD 9=8 3 :
1ST ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX OFFICE.
THE ACTION CAME ALMOST ONE MONTH TO THE DAY SINCE NIXON RESIGNED
THE PRESIDENCY UNDER THE PRESSURE OF THE WATERGATE SCANDAL.
FORD SAID NIXON AND HIS FAMILY HAD "SUFFERED ENOUGH AND WILL
CONgIgUE TO SUFFER NO MATTER WHAT I,DO.
MOR
UPI 09-08 11324 AED

203A
FORD 9=8 G
2ND ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX I D0." e
"RICHARD NIYON AND HIS LOVED ONES WILL CONTINUE TO SUFFER, NO“WHAT
I DO, NO MATTER WHAT WE AS A GREAT AND GOOD NATION CAN DO 'roc}:nmn TO
MKE l}‘:us GOAL OF PEACE COME 'muz," THE PRESIDENT SAID.
OR
UPL 0908 11326 AED

\

204A LA e :
FORD 9=8 u
3RD ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX SAID. &
FORD SPOKE IN SOLEMN TERMS AND SAID HE FELT THAT THE NIXON FAMILY
HAS BEEN THROUGH "AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY IN WHICK WE HAVE ALL PLAYED A
PART . I'Il' CAN GO ON AND ON AND.ON, AND SOME ONE MUST WRITE THE 'THE
BND TO IT.'.
: m:é'r HAVE CONCLUDED THAT ONLY 1 CAN DO THAT, HE SAID, AND IF I CAN,
. y
MORE L i
UPI (9=08 11329 AED 5 A ~

P
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' FXRD 9-§ ASHINGTON 201A XXX MUST."
4TH ADD FORD W 8 .

FORD SIGNED A PROCLAMATION GRANTING A PARDON TO NIXON FOR THE
PERIOD FROM JAN. 20, 1969 UNTIL AUGSy 1974 == THE DAY NIXON
RESIGNED o

REPORTERS WERE SUMMONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN EXTRAORD INARY
SCRECY SURROUNDING THE ANNOUNCEMENT.

AT NO POINT DID FORD MENTION ANY PLEA BARGAINING ON NIXON'S PART,
_NOR DID HE REFER TO ANY CHARGES, B&ING FILED ALTHOUGH HE DID MAKE A
REFERENCE TO "POTENTIAL LITIGATION"

A PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORITY TO GRANT A PARDON AT ANY STAGE OF LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS == EVEN IN ADVANCE OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BEING INITIATED.,

YAFTER YEARS OF BITTER CONTROVERSY AND DIVISIVE NATIONAL DEBATEL
I HAVE BEEN ADVISED AND AM COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE THAT MANY MONTHS AND
FERHAPS MORE YEARS HAVE TO PASS BEFORE RICHARD NIXON COULD OBTAIN A
FAIR TRIAL IN A JURY IN ANY JURIDSCTION OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER
GOVERNING DECISIONS OF THE surnzvz COURT."

MORE :
UPI 09=08 11337 AED
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FORD 8=0
STH ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX COURT.,"

FORD DID NOT MENTION ANY SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST NIXON, WHO
DISCLOSED IN A JUNE 23, 1972, TRANSCRIPT OF KIS CONVERSATION WITH HIS
FORMER TOP AIDE He R HALDEMAN THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE WATERCATE
COVERUP FROM THE OUTSET.

NOR WAS THERE ANY MENTION OF SPECIAL PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI WHO
HAS EEEN INVESTIGATING TTHE NIXON CASE WITH A POSSIBLE VIEW TO
IRINGING THE INQUIRY BEFORE A FEDERAL GRAND JURY.

THERE WERE INDICATIONS THAT JAWORSKI AND NIXON'S NEWLY=HIRED
AVYER, HERERT MILLER, A FORVER JUSTICE DEPARTVENT OFFICIAL, MAY

VE BEEN PLEA BARGAINING.

Veaix MXNEEE OF CoMGRERS A INDICATED THAT NIXON SHOUDL MAKE SOME
PUBLIC ADMISSION OF GUILT BEFORE Bxxna GIVEN A TOTAL PARDON,

"T0 PROCRASTINATE, TO AGONIZE, TO WAIT FOR A MORE FAVORABLE TURN
OF EVENTS THAT MAY NAVER COME, OR. (JORE CONPELLING EXTERNAL PRESSURES
THAT MAY AS WELL BE WRONG AS ﬁz 15 IN ITSELF A DECISION OF SORTS
RID A VEAK AND FOTENTIALLY couasz foxna PRESIDENT TO FOLLOW," FORD

D

VORE
UPI 09~08 11346 AED
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FORD 8=9

STH ADD FORD WASHINGTON 201A XXX SAID.

FORD SAID THAT AS HE SEE THE FACT, "THE FORNMER PRESIDENT INSTEAD OF
INJOYING EQUAL TREATMENT WITH ANY OTI!ER CITIZEN ACCUSED OF VIOLATING
THE LAW, WOULD BE CRUELLY AND EXCESSIVELY PENALIZED EITHER IN
PRESE?V*NG THE PRESUMPTION OF HIS INNOCENCE OR IN DETERMINING A
SPEEDY DETERMINATION OF HIS GUILT IN QRDER TO REPAY A LEGAL DEET TO
CUCP""" " i

‘* s o ] "i;
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FORD D=8

INSERT FORD WASHINGTON 201A AFTER 15T PGH XXX OFFICE.

NIXONy MEANWHILE, ISSUED A STATEMENT FROM SAN CLEMENTE EXPRESSING
™Y REGRET AND PAIN AT THE ANGUISH MY MISTAKES OVER WATERGATE HAVE
CAUSED THE NATIONsse"® $0RD >

PICKUP 2ND PGH BGNG THE ACTION CAME X 0

UPI 09-08 12808 PED : (= =
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210A : i ,/
FORD 9«3

INSERT FORD WASHINGTON 201A AFTER 4RD PGH XXX WHAT I DO."

THE PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS ACTING TO PREVENT "PROLONGED AND
DIVISIVE DEBATE™ THAT WOULD RESULT FROM NIXON'S TRIAL AND BECAUSE
"SERTOUS ALLEGATIONS AND ACCUSATIONS HANG LIKE A SWORD see
THREATENING HIS HEALTH AS HE TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS LIFE™ IN
CALIFORNIA | 5

PICKUP STH PGH 201A3 "RICHARD NIXON
UPI 09=08 12310 PED
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- Rockefeller~Ford~Nixon ADD 60

TARRYTOWN, .Y, Rockefeller 2232 add: news,

GOP uJatlonal Chairman George Bu.shz named by Ford last week to head
tgailU.J. mission in Guina, said the President ‘‘made the right

(o] LR ]

Busﬁ', who is vacationing at his summer home in fennebunkport

wslne, addeds ‘‘It has been ny view all along the countr would be
geigeteagyo:sn‘;’ with this behind us, I feel iiixon has peid & big price
1469pED 03-08
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Goniressional Reaction ATD 260
UNDETED Congressional Reaction 2237-229 add: law,??

Sen, James Abourez% Jlrs.]). sald he was afraid that Fordss action
‘ow1l1 confirm the Lde :.n§ #idespread in this country, that there
are two standards of justide — one for the powerful and the rich and
one for everyone else,?? A

UlS Reg. Ben slackburn, R™Ga,, sald he was ‘‘In agreement that
presiden Nixon has suffered enough from what I understang that he
hes done , , o I think most pesople recognize that if the presigent
§ixon erred, and he did make some bad Jjudgement, it was due to an
overzealousness to protect what he felt to be the security of the
Unlted states,?? -

Sen, Roman Hruska, R-Neb,, said Ford ‘‘ls to be commended snd
respected for doing what h2 believes 1s right and in the best
natlonal interest,?» ;

Sen, Walter iondale, I~liinn,, described Fordss actlon as *‘the
worst possible decislon,?? ;

¢élo one wished the former presildent to go to jJall, »s iondale saigd,
‘but to grant = ggrdon for unspecified crimes and &cts 1g
unprecedented in American history and creates & spectacle of a
two=track system, « o??
wondale said he was afraid that former Hixon aildes convicted and
jiiﬁd in connection with Watergate or awaiting trial would expect
similar pardons L

Sen, Robert Dole of Zansas, former GOP national chairman, sgid
simply: ¢¢Itss over, Itss finished, He had the constitutidnal
m?ﬁority to do it, It wouldn®*t serve any purpose for nme to comment
now o2 ?
1504pED 03708



a221
: r lbyllbylv :
38r — With Ford~Nixon 240
.OKLAHOA CITY Okla - James D, Fellers, the president of the
Aper ic an Be.r,Associafion sg8ld Sunday he had ¥¢a very mixed
resctlon?? t0 President Fordss grantg.ng of a full pardon to forper
President Nixon, x '

¢¢I>ve been concerned as bto whether the former gresident could
receive a falr trisl becaugse of the attention and reaction given the
miter, »» Fellers said, “‘Then again, I strongly belleve he ghould be

treated 1like anyone else, that hess éertainlg, not above the law, s
In granting the pardon, Ford saild 1t would be months and perhsaps
wars before Nixon could §et s £air court triasl for sny offenses
committed while in the White House
Fellers, who became president of the ABA last month, saild he felt
¢¢that it is in the best interest the people and the country to
have this whole thing put behind us,

¢éNow we can turn to El:oblem facing us such as the economy, energy
md the environment snd put Watergate, Nixon and the disappointments
of his career behind us,??

At ite convention in Honolulu, the ABA House of Delegates, the
groupss leglslative bo adopted & resolution saying that’no one
should receive favored treaiment under the lew, ¢‘regardless of the
poslition or statugss of the indivigusl
The resolution did not mention iiixon f;y name, but wag drafted in
arder to put the 185,000~member group on recofd on the question of
po%éijg%eoggmxgémity fof Nixon from eriminal prosecution,

12%p g
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Conﬁressiona Reaction as9y Lead 400
By The Assoclated Press

Several Democratic congressmen &accused President Ford on Sunday of
gsetting a double standard of justice by ?anting former President
Nixon a full Wpardon Republicang generally felt NixXon had suffered
enough from Watergate and said Fordss actlon was justified,

An exception to The GOP support of Ford was Sen, Edward Brooke of
Igsigcn%ﬁatts who was the filrst Republican senator to urge NixXon’s

s on

¢épresident Fordss blanket gard.on - without mr, Nlxonss full
confession of his involvement In Watergate — 13, in my judgement, =
srious mistake, *» Brooke said,

Senate Majoritiv leader kike liansfield, Iriont,, sald Ford told him
of hls plans an hour before the public announcement, ¢¢It would be
esgy for me to criticize the Presidentes judgepent, s* MBnsfield seid,
€¢I will not do so0,??

Assistant majority leader Robert C, Byrd, IW,Va,, saild Fordss
action “set% a gouble standard: one stahdard for’ the former
Prlesig.ént of the United Stetes and another standard for everybody
else,??

Sen, Lloyd i, Bentsen of Texms, the chairman of the Democratic
campBign goxﬁmittee, called, the perdon 1‘:‘a“za. disturbing precedent for
the country,??
e salds “*‘I wouldnst have done what President Ford did, I would
have walted until all the evidence wes in and acted on the bagsis of
the evigence , o I think history should record whether this man
Nixon wag guilty or not.?»s

Sen, William E, ock of Tennessee, who heads the Republican
senaforial ceamp8ign committes, saild’he probably would have waited, ke
said Ford *¢‘hes undoubd dl¥ thxen 2 very tough road and he’s 8ll by
himseg e o o I°m reluctant to comment, I need & little more time,®?
The two men appeared on the CBS program ¢‘Face the Natlon,?®?
ien. John Tower, R-Tex,, seid Fordss action ‘‘lays to rest the
whole Watergate matter, It enables us to focus our attention on
issues of critical ortance which confront the nation,*?

Sen, Jacob Javits N,Y,, s8ld he had ho;eed Ford would have waited
for the courts to Work out the situation, *¢¥But the pardoning Igower
ls between the President end hils consclence,®® Javits said, ! ‘Hence
tere is nothing further to be said or dons’about 1t exca%‘e to press
forward in the cases and with the reforms arising out of The tragedy
of Watergate,??

Jen Barry; 4th graf
1406pED 09=0E
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Conire,fss onal Reaction INSERT
gﬁ»i?ﬁ:é)lggn%essional Reaction lead s2®? to update insert after sth
Sen Georée e Govern of South Dakota, the 1397 ocratic
%es dential nominee whom Liixon defeated, séidzz J‘B%nft hasiseemed to ne
at the central lesson of Watergate should be that no one stands
above the rule of law, It is difficult to understand granting ’
1:9@1111%3 to ir, iixon while committing his suborginates to prison
Eorgnauth ogﬁert%agg.énghge%xig;étu:ion clearly does give Presigent
Sen. Lloyas Sth gras TERETRC AT MR .
1. 2pBp 09708
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Congressilonal Reactlon 470
o e Associated Press

ongressional reaction to President Fordss pardon of former
President iixon followed predictable political lines Sunday, 3everal
Temocrats sald the action set a double standard of justice,

Senate majority leader Mike Mensfileld, I uont,, sald Ford told him .
af hig plans an hour before the public announcement, ‘It would be
easy for me to crlficize the President’s judgement,?? wansfleld said,
¢¢T will not do s0,?? :

Assistant majority leader Robert C, Ber, rw,Va,, said he was
“igreatly disBppointed?? in Fordss sction), ¢¢I’thiAx this sets a
double s andars s Byrd sald, ‘‘one standard fo¥ the former president
of the United States and anofher stangard for everybody else,??

Sen, Barry Goldwater, R"Arilz,, said Ford’ss decision ‘‘was the only
decent and dent colirse for him to follow,®® He noted that Sﬁecial
Prosecutor leon Jaworskl ‘‘has made it clear that he doubted that
former President NixXon could get a fair triasl and I certainly agree

with him onlgiét. LX)

Sen, Edmund S, Muskie, D~liaine, said that pardons normelly are not
granfed. ¢tantif the acdused is in jeOPard,'_yT%i’.’ p\}l}ishment,u
]

Muskie, 8 lewyer, was intervlewed on_NBC bieet the Press®s
md was’ asked whether he agreed with Ford’y statement that it would
be a° long time before Nixon would be able to %et a fair court trial,
‘o, I donst, s he said, ‘‘l don’t believe 1tss necessary to reach
tat’ judgerent st this point,s?
Sen, George R, Aiken Vit,, who 1s retiring this year, said he
believed 4¥xon ¢‘has been puhished about as much as any’ men could

e 2 X

Afxen said Fordss action toward Nixon ¢‘4ill make it easier for him
to give apnegty to_ those draft evaders who sincerely thought they
were doing the right thing , o, .??

U.,S, Rep, David W, Dennis R"In%. a member of the House Judiciary
Commfttes who voted sgainst all thfee articles of impesachument
recommended b{cthe penel before NiXon’s resignation, said of that
pardon: ¢‘Bas a11¥ I'm for it , , , Probably, the Presidentss
acting now and getting the thing declded without letting it become =
protracted subject of debate 1s a good move,??

Sen, Eaward Gurney, R"Fla,, 2 member of the Senate Watergate
Comnittee ana strong Nixon sug orter, said he completelg agreed with
Fords*s action, He sBld the de ?.sion had to be made at this time or
fairly soon becguse of the ongoing Watergate investigations,

¢¢‘Fithout the former ypresidents’ss situation belng solved
iatergate would have hu.ng over ug for a long time,?> said Gurney,

U.Se Rep. . Tom %tead D-0xla disaireed. €37 thihx he Ford is
probably go o £1ha that the action was a8 little bit premature,?:
said Steed, ¢'He?s kind of getting the cart before the horse,

§¢I th there is more involved than how we feel about kr, Nixom,
There is the factor of public confidence — that everyone should be
equal under the law,??
1231pED 03=08
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13TH SUMMARY-TAKE 2

(WASHINGTON) =-- CONGRESSIONAL REACTION TO PRESIDENT FORD'S PARDON OF
FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON APPEARS TO BE FOLLOWING POLITICAL LINES.
SEVERAL DEMOCRATS SAID THE ACTION SET A DOUBLE STANDARD OF JUSTICE.
SENATE MAJORITY LEADER MIKE MANSFIELD REFUSED TO CRITICIZE THE
PRESIDENT'S JUDGEMENT. ASSISTANT SENATE MAJORITY LEADER ROBERT BYRD OF
WZST VIRGINIA SAID HE WAS GREATLY DISAPPOINTED IN FORD'S ACTION. THE
FIRST REPUBLICAN TO REACT %AS ARIZONA SENATOR BARRY GOLDWATER. THE
ONE-TIME PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE SAID FORD'S DECISION WAS THE ONLY
DECENT AND PRUDENT COURSE FOR HIM TO FOLLOW. AND HE NOTED THAT SPECIAL
PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI HAD MADE IT CLEAR HE DOUBTED WIXON COULD GET
A FAIR TRIAL.

DEMOCRATIC SENATOR EDMUND MUSKIE, OF MAINE, SAID PARDONS NORMALLY
ARE NOT GRANTED UNTIL THE ACCUSED IS IN JEOPARDY OF PUNISHMENT. AND
MUSKIE TOLD A BROADCAST INTERVIEW (NBC-TV'S "*MEET THE PRESS'™') HE
DIDN'T THIKK FORD SHOULD HAVE ISSUZD A PARDON AT THIS POINT.

REPUBLICAN SENATOR GEORGE AIKEN OF VERMONT SAID HE BELIEVED NIXON
"*HAS BEEN PUNISHED ABOUT AS MUCH AS ANY MAN COULD BE.'' AIKEN ALSO
SAID FORD'S ACTION TOWARD NIXON WILL MAKE IT EASIER FOR HIM TO GIVE
AMNESTY TO THE DRAFT EVADERS WHO SINCERELY THOUGHT THEY WERE DOING THE
RICGHT THING .

(TARRYTOWN, NEW YORK) =- VICE~-PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE NELSON ROCKEFELLER
SAYS PRESIDENT FORD'S PARDON OF NIXON WAS IN ROCKEFELLER'S TERMS °'AN
ACT OF CONSCIENCE, COMPASSION AND COURAGE.'' THE FORMER NEW YORK
GOVERNOR SAID FORD'S ACTION, ALTHOUGH NOW CONTROVERSIAL, WILL IN THE
LONG RUN *°*SPEED THE HEALING OF OUR NATION.'’

@2:18PED @5-08-174
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. (MANDEL-FORD)
(ANNAPOLIS)--MARYLAND GOVENOR MANDEL SAYS HE THINKS FORMER

PRESIDENT NIXON SHOULD TELL THE WHOLE STORY OF WATERGATE NOW THAT HE

HAS BEEN GRANTED A PARDON.
L FMRNDERESIDENYIRLISPERPENAFORRNPRES IBAYXTNEORE THEIESMOERNONGASDGHLB A

FAMILY HAVE SUFFERED ENOUGH.
MANDEL REACTED SAYING HE THINKS NIXON, NO LONGER FACING THREAT OF

PUNISHMENT, HAS AN OBLIGATION TO TELL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THE ENTIRE
STORY OF WATERGATE SO THAT THE MATTER CAN BE, IN THE GOVERNOR'S
WORDS, ''PUT TO REST ONCE AND FOR ALL.'®

@1:35PED B9-88-74
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WITH PARDON-CHAIRMEN ,

(UNDATED) -~ VIRGINIA STATE REPUBLICAN CHAIRMAN RICHARD O3ENSHAIN
SAID THIS AFTERNOON THAT PRESIDENT FORD'S PARDON FOR FORMER PRESIDENT
NIXON WAS A COURAGEOUS ACT. BUT STATE DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN JOSEPH
FITZPATRICK SAID FORD ACTED PREMATURELY.

FITZPATRICKT SAID FROM HIS NORFOLK HOME THAT THE AMERICAN PEOQOPLE NOW
WILL NEVER KNOW ALL THE EVIDENCE OF POSSIBLE CRIMES INVOLVING THE
FORMER PRESIDENT. HE SAID IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO LET THE
JUDICIAL PROCESS TAKE ITS MATURAL COURSE. IF MR. NIXON WAS FOUND
GUILTY, FITZPATRICK SAID, THEN PRESIDENT FORD COULD HAVE EXERCISED
COMPASSION BY GRANTING A PARDON.

OBENSHAIN SAID THAT PRESIDENT FORD'S OPINION THAT FORMER PRESIDENT
NIXON HAD SUFFERED ENOUGH WAS A WIDELY ACCEPTED VIEW. OBENSHAIN SAID
FROM HIS RICHMOND HOME THAT HE FELT THE COUNTRY WILL BE PLEASED AND
RELIEVED THAT THIS PART OF THE LONG WATERGATE TRAUMA IS OVER.
@1:48PED 23-03-74
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BAR -- WITH FORD-NIXON  (TWO TAKES)

(OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA) -- THE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN BAR
ASSOCIATION-- JAMES FELLERS, SAID IN OKLAHOMA CITY HE HAD "'A VERY
MIXED REACTION'' TO PRESIDENT FORD'S GRANTING OF A FULL PARDON TO
FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON.

FELLERS SAID HE HAD BEEN CONCERNED AS TO WHETHER THE FORMER
PRESIDENT COULD RECEIVE A FAIR TRIAL BECAUSE OF THE ATTENTION AND
REACTION GIVEN THE MATTER. BUT THE A-B~A PRESIDENT ADDED: ''THEN
AGAIN, I STRONGLY BELIEVE HE SHOULD BE TREATED LIKE ANYONE ELSE, THAT
HE'S CERTAINLY NOT ABOVE THE LAW."’

IN GRANTING THE PARDON, FORD SAID IT WOULD BE MONTHS AND PERHAPS
YEARS BEFORE NIXON COULD GET A FAIR COURT TRIAL FOR ANY OFFENSES
COMMITTED WHILE IN THE WHITE HOUSE.
12¢57PED  €9-88-74
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A-B-A-~-WITH FORD-NIXON-TAKE 2

FELLERSy, WHO BECAME PRESIDENT OF THE A-B-A LAST MONTH, SAID HE FELT
**THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE AND THE COUNTRY TO
HAVE THIS WHOLE THING PUT BEHIND UuS.

HE SAID, *°*NOW WE CAN TURN TO PROBLEMS FACING US SUCH AS THE
ECONOMY, ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT ANMD PUT WATERGATE, NIXON AND THE
DISAPPOINTMENTS OF HIS CAREER BEHIND US.'’

AT ITS CONVENTION IN HONOLULU, THE A-B-A HOUSE OF DELEGATES, THE
GROUP'S LEGISLATIVE BODY, ADOPTED A RESOLUTION SAYING THAT NO ONE
SHOULD RECEIVE FAVORED TREATMENT UNDER THE LAW, 'YREGARDLESS OF THE
POSITION OR STATUS®'' OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

THE RESOLUTION DID NOT MENTION NIXON BY NAME, BUT WAS DRAFTED IN
ORDER TO PUT THE 185,008-MEMBER GROUP ON RECORD ON THE QUESTION OF
POSSIBLE IMMUNITY FOR NIXON FROM CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.
21:22PED 23-28~74
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ITH PARDON-MILLER

(RICHMOND, VIRGINIA) -- VIRGINIA ATTORNEY GENERAL ANDREW MILLER SAID
PRESIDENT FORD'S PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON TODAY MAY HAVE BEEN
TOC SUDDEN FOR THE LONG-RANGE NATIONAL INTEREST. MILLER SAID
CIRCUMSTANCES DICTATE THE DISPOSITION OF DIFFERENCE CASES IN
DIFFERENT WAYS. BUT HE SAID NO ONE SHOULD BE REGARDED AS ABOVE THE
LAW.,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SAID THE PUBLIC SHOULD HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF
CONCLUSIONS REACHED BY SPECIAL WATERGATE PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI
BEFORE PRESIDENT FORD TOOK TODAY'S ACTION. MILLER HAS SAID PREVIOUSLY
HE DIDN'T FAVOR A PUBLIC TRIAL OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT.

MILLER SAID THIS AFTERNOON THAT NIXON SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN A
CHANCE TO MAKE WHATEVER ADMISSIGNS WERE INDICATED IN LIGHT OF THE
REPORT COMPLIED BY JAWORSKI AND HIS STAFF. AS MILLER PUT IT, °''IN THE
ABSENCE OF A REPORT FROM THE SPECIAL PROESCUTOR, MANY THOUGHTFUL
AMERICANS ARE GOING TO BE PERTURBED THAT ALL THE FACTS WERE NOT LAID
ON THE TABLE FOR PUBLIC CONSIDERATION BEFORE PRESIDENT FORD MADE HIS
DECISION.""

21 ¢33PED g59-23-74
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(FORD-PRESSMAN)

(BALTIMORE) --BALTIMORE COMPTROLLER HYMAN PRESSMAN REACTED THIS
MORNING TO NEWS THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAS GRANTED FORMER PRESIDENT
NIXON A FULL PARDON FOR WATERGATE OFFENSES.

PRESSMAN SAID HE APPROVES OF PRESIDENT FORD'S ACTION, IN PRESSMAN'S
WORDS, "'CONSIDERING MR. NIXON'S UNPRECEDENTED ACHIEVEMENTS IN
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, CONSIDERING THE TREMENDOUS PRICE HE PAID
BEFORE STEPPING DOWN FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND CONSIDERING THAT HE
THEREBY PREVENTED AN AGONIZING DIVISIVENESS IN OUR COUNTRY, I AM GLAD
THAT PRESIDENT FORD DECIDED NOT TO PICK THE CARCASS.''

FORD SAID HE THOUGHT NIXON AND HIS FAMILY HAD SUFFERED ENOUGH.

313 39PED 29-038-174
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WASLINGION AP - The prezidential power to grant pardons is
expé‘?.s:sed in the Conztitution in 20 Words con%ained. in Article II,
ettion o

ilhe provision zayss

¢¢.e chall have power to grant reprieves and vpardons for offenses
ei*ainst the Unlted 3tates, excepl in cases of Impeachment,??

riicle II 1tgelf delinedtes the vwower of the President, and
includes both the orth to “faithfi’xl];{ exscute the Office?s and the
sqmonition that *‘he shall take care that the laws be faithfully
executed,??
1350pE1 Ca—3C
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dixonTXiles )

GASLILGTON AP - Pormer President Ricnard i, wlxon hes agreed thet
81l pic White hLouge files willl be preserved for possible use in
court during the next three years,

sut the agreement LiixXon reacheq with President Fordes
edrministration also allows him to destroy his controversizsl
Waterpate tape recordings five yeers fron now, .

Uhe 2greepent concerning access to a2ndg preservation of Hixonss
White hLouse flles was signed by Lixon Frigay, It nad been
negotizated as Ford moved toward granting Lixon a full pardon for

my scls wixon committed during his five years as Presldent,
cro0oped sept ©
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WASLINGIOW AP < Presildent Ford granted forrer Presigent Richard
hig LiXon ¢fs full, free and abeolu%e pardon?* 3undasy for all
“toffenzés sgainst the United statess? while Hixon was president,
€¢I feel that Richard Nixon and his loved ones have suffered
anou§h99 Ford sald in a short address beforé reporters and 2
single television camersa in his Oval Office,

4iXon geid, 1in a gstatement dlctated by a secreiary at 3an
Clemente,_Célif‘ ¢¢] can see more clearly now that I waz Wron% in
£°§ act%ng more decisively and more fortlrightly in dealing with
watergate 99

¢4lio words can describe the deplls of my regret and pain at the
maulsh ny mistakes over Waterg2te have caused the nation and the
presidency — 2 nation I so deeply love and &n institution I so
greatly resgect *9 he seld
Re2ding a fornkl staterent, Fora geclereg:

¢¢.y congclence tells we clearly snd certainly thet I cannot
wolong the bad dreams that continue to reopen 2 chapler that
I1s closed, iy conzclence tells mwe that only I as President, have
e constitutional power to firmly shut and seal this book,?»

¢TIt 1= common knowledge that serilous allegations ang accusations
neng llke 8 sword over our former President’s head andg threaten
his hesalth 2s he tries to rechepe his life, a2 grest part of

wilch wes spent in the service of this couhiry and by bhe
mendate of its peo%le,s"the Pregident salgd,

wxixon, in his gtatement, sald: ¢°‘I know that meny falr~minded
veople belleve that my motivations and actions in_ fhe Watergate
aifair were intentlonally self~serving znd 1llegal, I now
wmderstand how my own mistakes and mis%udgnﬁnts have contributed
to that belief and seered to support it, This burden is the
eaviest one to bear,?: ;

Ford signeds 7th graf a207" 204
crigssbped sept ©
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WASLILGIOU Forawiixon Lead Agp4 add: bear . )
Jpecisl VWalergate Progecutor Leon Jaworsvﬁ was Informed of the
Presidentss decision early Sungay morning by Fordss counsel,
FLilip Buchen | X

¢&ie really toox no part in the Presidentss declsion except
to be inforpned of it,?» =sald & Jaworgkl spokesmén, John Barker,
$¢e were intormed asbout it; obviously we accept 1t,%9
3arer sald he could not say whether the vrosecutor had N
informed the President what, if any, charges were to be brought
szeinst Wixon or whether advance wold of such charges prompted
Fordss snnouncement, " .
Jaworskl was in Waghington Sunday, but was not reachsable
dlrectly for comment,

Ford signeds 7th graf a20z™ 204
criasiped gept ©
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WASHINGION Ford~Nixon add:s presidency
ieleviaion capere in his Oval

Spe a8k before newsmen and a
ice ord sald, ‘I feal tha%inichard lixXon and his loved.

ones hive suffered en
In & forpel stateren hich he re:g.a % i.:c
conscience tells me olaar certainly that I oannot
ong the bed dreems that to reopan B che Q{ :L%
kqoomciame tells nt tha only ?res n have the
eonstiﬁu tional grmer to Lirnmly shut ancl ae %0
Tord ga g. ogﬂred atatepsnt B8y th the altuation
dﬁ,xon und himse to the brosd pardon ‘‘tlrestens hls

As he read the statement, Ford =2 ¢¢It is common Imowledge
thet serious allegstions Bnd sccuss ons hang lixe & sword over
%l_ former Prosldent 93 head and t%rea ns _his health 8s he

to reghepé hils ert of which wasg =2 ent m the
gervice of tnis country abg by 7 the Renaate of 1 pEO p

Jord signed 8 or%al apation of pardon in the nrssence
of pewspen 8nd pho

In expla The raasons f.m- his action, which had not been
mticipeted Bt this time, the President shid months Bnd gerhaps
5931;5 would psas before fixon could get & fair courd fr

erii1268ed sept &
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WASHINGION Fard™NiXon ond adds trial.

& went o?his lon riod of delay and potential ntigation
aasions noul %nin be s.rouagd mdpour geo would. ag&m be

gna %lzei ions and the cregibill Lree
i ons nt would sgaln be challenged at hone

aud Aaprosd, " .
e went on_to %uote directly from the operetive section of his
pardon proclama lon, sBy
o, rofore t *cérald &, Jord, President of the United
Sta suan to the pardon’power’conferrsd upon zn
Seotim B or the Oﬁti tiun have sra.n ed d
esents o’ gr abso.'w.%e par v
unto R h mon foer all oﬁens united Sf.a.
which he hard i} hag committe cn- may have oomnittea or
tazaan od mtdgr . thé period frou Janua.ry 20, 1969,
4
¢ te to Jul
but %hmim itself rlgnrre baok to M %B of K:lxong
recit

Bl,
ok g e oettmtion dumien St quss, 2,

Sask agﬁd signed Lis nape to

8

cm-rh%elt a man B merj%o the desk tenporaruy co&arad, wi?ia
OﬁE

umud sept 8
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; Afn m grmtion was & siatement :f:rom den, Bﬂn’? mm
T u"'ﬁrwhgaga . 406 L5800 Wia et but inion 1t

es n c W no Bn efs one pu

wag the only dscent and pr%aen course fcg hin to fo W or

iy Jmorski hes made it clear that he d.oubted tha formar
ﬁ;ﬂi&e%hagiﬁn could get a fair triasl and I certainly agree with

on

Ford said he had aough t féang sesrched ovn conscience
with special diligence g'%ermine the right thinug for me to

do?? about lixon Bnd .115 10:181 wife and fanily,?? ,
' %ngﬁgmm Americean tregedy in which we all have played &
%om-t It caa go on and on a'geon or someond must writg ‘The end’

ha\re concluded that only I can do thet, And if I cen, I

mas

mm'

By FRANZ CORKIER
Aﬂsocia ed Press Writer
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Ford sa d. %\m d ‘no historic or la 1 E;ecedents to which I can
1"

turn in %18 * becauze never bei’ora d 8 President resigned
ﬁce 8 tire when he Teced potential criminal
proseoutﬂ.on

While saymﬁ ¢ deeply believe in sqgual Justica for all
Areric btever their s ation or for ﬁe tion, #s lord said
he oomlu&nd that Nixon *“rould ba crue I, and emeés ively
gnal zed elther in pre ervi.ng presunpblon of his innocence or
ob a:lnm% a speady datermination of his guilt in order to repay

e Cpan e .m°os°° igc % 1d st int

The month™o utive ssid st one point:

ésgut 1t is not %e fate of Richard Nixon that most
concerns me — though gurely it dup%y troubles ever{hgpoen
and every co assima persan my concern 1=
furture of ge countr Sa.e BB Presidnn ny xr:lmary comarn

it alway be the greatest good of all the people of

ted 3ta ¥oea servant Ie
In his procihms said tﬁat ééas 8 result of certam ncts
@ omissiona occurr ore his res tion, *» lixon ha
taoone ‘Ilisbla to pos 3616 3 indictuen trlal Tor offsnns
aa:a.‘l.na& tha nn:xtna %gu 0y ik

g
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NT
] {GTON Ford~lixon th : state
kAShIL 988 1: betji‘.]\_ag such a :II nacassu'y, “could

un 8

dﬂ said would oe s “ths tr uillR

_ mtion has been rasto:rod b, events recen
arebly gé% h' bringing toJ'
Prosgdant o:t 11'-0(1 77 _ 1.
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SAL OIL.@ s Callf, APt -tI‘c:J[rmr Prasﬂ.aent .éixon sa:l.d 31;nﬂ.ay oy
csn nee early now tha was wr 13 ta . !
aecisively ana nore forthrightly in de wi h Va erﬁra' i
i3 coments care in reactilon oagavgg?%ha Prggsidan ?a %

¢ a olute y off
%‘en t?nig‘é.l Jé%a:gge a.nd. have gomitted. whils in the Bhite House ,

- ?

- =
. A i e W £ e ’\; E}
o . : \& &/
Ha.cgb“ BuUL - ™ = .,/'
SAN CLEJENIE, Calif, Nixon ep(B add:s House, 270 e

Ronald Ziagl Nixon *s sinssoretary while he wes in the White
House rhondd news ma ia 8 couferénce call and & secretary st
sen 1emante read a %ta ement from Nixon,

The foruer nreasiden saic.: ¢ ¢Lookting bpack on what 1s still in ny
nind a ¢o X and confuasing ugze of even daeision%, éssures and

rsonali ea, ong th I cen see cle was wro in
iy g R RE LRI KSR in ceal it’hng
"lauergaﬂ paa:ticularly when it reachad the atage %
oceads and grew from a 011 dcel %candal mto 8 na 1onal
agedy, io words can describe the depths et and pain et
t’ne anguish ny tales over u’later‘iate nave cause the nation and the
p'asidenoy - 8 nation I so aeep.'w ove fnd an Ingvitution I so

greatly res ct 29
The call a.n Cla%xente came less than 10 minutes after Ford’s
tion was ﬁrs reporie
o 3 sgggegan gp%ne 3 “i hsve been 131’0&'%5& that Presidaggig’ﬁrdmt
S ed me srdon for e 8 m
e b?ouglg egeinst e for D?'t tgken dur &%ge %arge
Preeide the Unita states "
indggfgeonle belisve that my motivations
Bn% ﬁ{ioﬁ :u} tha ﬂa’ggrg%te = ir“were mt%n;?:ionally self‘sa:mri%g
m & now understand how ovn axes enenta
have con 1butad to that belief myseamegl%o Supy ta;judﬁ
sadid, ¢°This burden i1s the heaviest one of all to bear ’5
ifat the way I trled to deal with Watergate w e ‘wron way ia
ab denog. :&131 1 bear or avery daay of the 11fe tha is lef? to re,??
11668ED 03*



- 3AR LENM'E Calif. AP - Eormr&{resid.ent llixon saigd Sund.a{

wea Wrong 1:2. tue way he d _to de ith Watergate and sa
error vias 8 burden I sh&l bear for every dey of 1ife that 1z left
fri- 2 &

Jixon, spesking after President Fora granted him & full pardon for
my orfenses he wight 1ave comnitfed while in the White House, sgid
2 tslzl'm;%g have de ‘more declsively and more forthrightlys? with
Waterg
It wos his strongest atatement to date about .»atarsate ang h:\s
-udstaxes 1n conneCtion with it, In his resignat 1on eah Aug
Wixon seid he regretted any in urias aona in fiate r~a and re.’tated
scandals, but admitted no misdae%s antrz which he said
fp Sace tollaved fo bo % e mitihait doiordol
For ac 3 9Xac one mon r¢xon’sres aonannoumd.
in xg?ahington that he was grenting the former pres “full
iree And 8bgolute pardonss Lfor offenses 8gains tha Jnited.
sn aten he n‘ight heve compitibed whille in the White House,
Ro alq.: Zrd praf whigh Tirat sraf ae:0

ey

e W o

—.--— B et

iixon ~nd lesd 2

LnnCLIf?uulu aif_f AP - lormer Pregident lixon aid. sv.né.a1
e was m'ong the way he fried to desl with fiatergate &nd st d the
émhrgrizas ﬁatburd.en Isa heve to bear for every day of the 1

2} le O me,??

ix%n 13sued m stétepent in response to President Forévs action

him & full pardon_for ea he mﬁ%@ have committed

119 1n e Whlte House, It wes 13 a ongast 8 ment to date
abﬁtf&vatergate ident ¢¢In mccept t perdon, I hope that
i per pre a8
1ls corphasinate act é’raﬂ"cmn»wuteptmfﬁej“ the blrden of
x.eterga’ba from our coun

éélers In erspective on Watergate 1s quite
ot 1t nig’ wﬁlg H

faren I ivas embat led in the midet of the
ﬁwwersy%hsma whﬁ: m::[ W:L etill su’ojec to the uarelenting dsily
e

mIgmijs reaign %roxsz spaag uixon gaid he re?etted

injuries a.one in Watergate u% relatea scandal%&c tta% g

1136.39%5 nlin ju ements which he sald be e believed To be
1611& ter

201'&.- g&‘f a
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=BULLETIN- (AP)

NIXON PARDON (TOPS)

(S5AN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA) ~- FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON SAID TODAY
"*1 CAN SEE MORE CLEARLY NOW THAT I WAS WRONG IN NOT ACTING MORE
DECiSIVELY AND MORE FORTHRIGHTLY IN DEALING WITH WATERGATE.'"

HIS COMMENTS CAME IN REACTIOM TO NEWS THAT PRESIDENT FORD GRANTED
HIM A "'FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE PARDON'' FOR ANY OFFENSES AGAINST
THE UNITED STATES HE MIGHT HAVE COMMITTED WHILE IN THE WHITE HOUSE.
11:52AED 29-08-74

APB27%
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WITH FORD-NIXON

PRESIDENT FORD EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT A TRIAL INVOLVING NIXON,
IF NECESSARY, "'"COULD NOT FAIRLY BESIN UNTIL A YEAR OR MORE HAS
ELAPSED,""

HE SAID THAT WOULD MEAN THAT ' 'THE TRANQUILLITY TO WHICH THIS NATION
HAS BEEN RESTORED BY THE EVENTS OF RECENT WEEKS COULD BE IRREPARABLY
1.0ST BY THE PROSPECTS OF BRINGING T0 TRIAL A FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES.'™" .

HE ADDED:

'*THE PROSPECTS OF SUCH TRIAL WILL CAUSE PROLONGED ARND DIVISIVE
DEBATEZ OVER THE PROPRIETY OF EXPOSING TO FURTHER PUNISHMENT AND
DEGRADATION A MAN 'WHO HAS ALREADY PAID THE UNPRECEDENTED PENALTY OF
RELINQUISHING THE HIGHEST ELECTIVE OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES.''

FORD ACTED ONE DAY SHORT OF A MONTH AFTER TAKING THE PRESIDENTIAL
OATH AS NIXON'S SUCCESSOR.
12322PED B9-08-74
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-BULLETIN- (AP)

(WASHINGTON) =-- PRESIDENT FORD TODAY GRANTED FORMER
PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON *"A FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE
PARDON'' FOR ALL "'OFFENSES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES'®
DURING THE PERIOD OF HIS PRESIDENCY.

11:25AED B5-08-74
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FORD-NIXON-BULLETIN- TAKE 2

SPEAKING BEFORE NEWSMEN AND A SINGLE TELEVISION CAMERA
IN HIS OVAL OFFICE, FORD SAID: ''I FEEL THAT RICHARD NIXON AND
HIS LOVED ONES HAVE SUFFERED ENOUGH.'®

IN A FORMAL STATEMENT WHICH HE READ, FORD DECLARED:

"*MY CONSCIENCE TELLS ME CLEARLY AND CERTAINLY THAT I CANNOT PROLONG
THE BAD DREANMS THAT CONTINUE TO REOPEN A CHAPTER THAT IS5 CLOSED. MY
CONSCIENCE TELLS ME THAT ONLY I, AS PRESIDENT, HAVE THE CONSTITUTIONAL
POWER TO FIRMLY SHUT AND SEAL THIS BOOK.''

FORD DEPARTED FROM HIS PREPARED STATEMENT TO SAY THAT THE SITUATION
NIXON FOUND HIMSELF IN PRIOR TO THE BROAD PARDON ' THREATENS HIS
HEALTH. "
11:34AED  @9-83-74

APB@65
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FORD-NIXON-BULLETIN-TAKE 3

AS HE READ THE STATEMENT, FORD SAID, '"'IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT
SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS AND ACCUSATIONS HANG LIKE A SWORD OVER OUR FORMER
PRESIDENT'S HEAD AND THREATENS HIS HEALTH AS HE TRIES TO RESHAPE HIS
LIFE, A GREAT PART OF WMICH WAS SPENT IN THE SERVICE OF THIS COUNTRY
AND BY THE MANDATE OF ITS PEOPLE."’ }

FORD SIGNED A FORMAL PROCLAMATION OF PARDON IN THE PRESENCE OF
NEWSMEN AND PHOTOGRAPHERS.

IN EXPLAINING THE REASONS FOR HIS ACTION, WHICH HAD NOT BEEN
ANTICIPATED AT THIS TIME, THE PRESIDENT SAID MONTHS AND PERHAPS YEARS
WOULD PASS BEFORE NIXON COULD GET A FAIR COURT TRIAL.
113$36AED 29-28~74
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FORD-NIXON-BULLETIN~TAKE 4
FORD'S STATEMENT CONTINUED:

**DURING THIS LONG PERIOD OF DELAY AND POTZNTIAL LITIGATION, HGLY
PASSIONS WOULD AGAIN BE ARCUSED AND OUR PEOPLE WOULD AGAIN BE
POLARIZED IN THEIR OPINIONS AND THE CREDIBILITY OF OUR FREE
INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT WOULD AGAIN BE CHALLENGED AT HOMEI AND
ABROAD. "’

HE WENT ON TO QUOTE DIRECTLY FROM THE OPERATIVE SECTION OF HIS
PARDON PROCLAMATION, SAYING:

**NOow, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
PURSUANT TO THE PARDON POWER CONFERRED UPONW ME BY ARTILE II, SECTION
2y OF THE CONSTITUTION, HAVE GRANTEID AND BY THESZ PRESENTS DO GRANT A
FULL, FREE, AND ABSOLUTE PARDON UNTO RICHARD NIXON FOR ALL OFFENSES
AGAINST THE UNITED STATES WHICH HE, RICHARD NIXON, HAS COMMITTED OR
MAY HAVE COMMITTED OR TAKEN PART IN DURING THE PERIOD FROM JANUARY
29TH, 1965, THROUGH AUGUST NINTH, 1974.""

IN SPEAKING, FORD ERRONEOUSLY CHANGED THE JANUARY DATE TO JULY, BUT
THE PROCLAMATION ITSELF REFERRED BACK TO THE DATE OF NIXON'S FIRST
INAUGURAL.

AFTER RECITING THE CONSTITUTIONAL LANGUAGE, FORD PAUSED IN HIS
ADDRESS, PICKED UP A BLUE AND SILVER FELT-TIPPED PEN LYING ON THE
DESK, AND SWIFTLY SIGNED HIS NAME TO THE PROCLAMATION, WHICH HE
CARRIED IN A MANILA FOLDER TO THE DESK TEMPORARILY COVERED WITH A
BROWN FELT CLOTH.
11:47AED @5-28-174

APB262
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NIXON-FORD-BULLETIN~TAKE 5

AMONG THE FIRST REACTION WAS A STATEMENT FROM SENATOR BARRY
GOLDWATER, WHO SAID:

"' THE PRESIDENTS DECISION WAS NOT AN EASY ONE BUT IN MY OPINION IT
WAS THE ONLY DECENT AND PRUDENT COURSE FOR HI¥ TO FOLLOW.

""MR. JAWORSKI HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE DOUBTED THAT FORMER
ngiéggN?‘NIXON COULD GET A FAIR TRIAL AND I CERTAINLY AGREE WITH HIM

{ .

FORD SAID HE HAD SOUGHT GUIDANCE ''AND SEARCHED MY OWN CONSCIENCE
WITH SPECIAL DILIGENCE TO DETERMINE THE RIGHT THING FOR ME TG DO''
ABOUT NIXON AND HIS °"'LOYAL WIFE AND FAMILY.'®

HE CONTINUED:

"*THEIRS 1S AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY IN WHICH WE ALL HAVE PLAYED A PART.
IT CAN GO ON AND ON AND ON, OR SOMEONE MUST WRITE 'THE END' TO IT.

"*I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT ONLY I CAN DO THAT. AND IF I CAN, I MUST.'’
11:52AED 03-28-74
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APB2T2
163

NIXON STATEMENT-TAKE 2

RONALD ZIEGLER, NIXON'S PRESS SECRETARY WHILE HE WAS IN THE WHITE
HOUSE, TELEPHONED NEWS MEDIA IN A CONFERENCE CALL AND A SECRETARY AT
SAN CLEMENTE READ A STATEMENT FROM NIXON.

THE FORMER PRESIDENT SAID: "'LOOKING BACK ON WHAT IS STILL IN MY
MIND A COMPLEX AND CONFUSING MAZE OF EVENTS, DECISIONS, PRESSURES AND
PERSONALITIES, ONE THING I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW IS THAT I WAS WRONG IN
NOT ACTING MORE DECISIVELY AND MORE FORTHRIGHTLY IN DEALING WITH
WATERGATE, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT REACHED THE STAGE OF JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS AND GREW FROM A POLITICAL SCANDAL INTO A NATIONAL TRAGEDY.
NO WORDS CAN DESCRIBE THE DEPTHS OF MY REGRET AND PAIN AT THE ANGUISH
MY MISTAKES OVER WATERGATE HAVE CAUSED THE NATION AND THE PRESIDENCY --
A NATION I SO DEEPLY LOVE AND AN INSTITUTION I SO GREATLY RESPECT.'®

THE CALL FROM SAN CLEMENTE CAME LESS THAN 12 MINUTES AFTER FORD'S
ACTION WAS FIRST REPORTED.

THE STATEMENT OPENED: *'I1 HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAS
GRANTED ME A FULL AND ABSOLUTE PARDON FOR ANY CHARGES WHICH MIGHT BE
BROUGHT AGAINST ME FOR ACTIONS TAKEN DURING THE TIME I WAS PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES.'’

**'I KNOW THAT MANY FAIR-MINDED PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT MY MOTIVATIONS
AND ACTIONS IN THE WATERGATE AFFAIR WERE INTENTIONALLY SELF-SERVING
AND ILLEGAL. I NOW UNDERSTAND HOW MY OWN MISTAKES AND MISJUDGEMENTS
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THAT BELIEF AND SEEMED TO SUPPORT IT,'" NIXON
SAID., '"THIS BURDEN IS THE HEAVIEST ONE OF ALL TO BEAR.''

'"THAT THE WAY I TRIED TO DEAL WITH WATERGATE WAS THE WRONG WAY IS A
BURDEN I SHALL BEAR FOR EVERY DAY OF THE LIFE THAT IS LEFT TO ME."'
12¢ 13PED 29-838-74
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15TH SUMMARY-TAKE 3

THIS JUST IN + . .

(WASHINGTON) -- FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON HAS AGREED THAT ALL
HIS WHITE HOUSE FILES WILL BE PRESERVED FOR POSSIBLE USE IN
COURT DURING THE NEXT THREE YEARS. BUT THE AGREEMENT NIXON
REACHED WITH PRESIDENT FORD'S ADMINISTRATION ALSO ALLOWS HIM
TO DESTROY HIS CONTROVERSIAL WATERGATE TAPE RECORDINGS FIVE YEARS
FROM NOW.

THE AGREEMENT CONCERNING ACCESS TO AND PRESERVATION OF NIXON'S WHITE
HOUSE FILES WAS SIGNED BY NIXON FRIDAY. IT HAD BEEN NEGOTIATED AS FORD
MOVED TOWARD GRANTING NIXON A FULL PARDON FOR ANY ACTS NIXON COMMITTED
DURING HIS FIVE YEARS AS PRESIDENT.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, JAMES FELLERS, SAYS
HE HAD *'A VERY MIXED REACTION'' TO PRESIDENT FORD'S GRANTING A FULL
PARDON TO NIXON. SPEAKING IN OKLAHOMA CITY TODAY, FELLERS SAID HE,
TOO, HAD BEEN CONCERNED AS TO WHETHER NIXON COULD GET A FAIR TRIAL.

BUT HE ALSO S5AYS HE BELIEVES THE FORMER PRESIDENT SHOULD BE TREATED
LIKE ANYONE ELSE AND THAT HE'S NOT ABOVE THE LAW.

AT AT A TR TETN mue A bY e en e e
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-13TH-FIVE MINUTE SUMMARY-
HERE IS THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS:

(WASHINGTON) == SAYING HE FEELS RICHARD NIXON AND HIS LOVED ONES
HAVE SUFFERED ENOUGH, PRESIDENT FORD TODAY GRANTED THE FORMER e
PRESIDENT A FULL, FREE AND ARBSOLUTE PARDON. THE PARDON RZILEASES NIXON
FROM ALL "'OFFENSES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES'® WHILE HE WAS L
PRESIDENT. FORD ANNOUNCED THE PARDON IN A SHORT ADDRESS BEFORE
REPORTZIRS AND A SINGLE TELEVISION CA¥ERA IN HIS OVAL OFFICE AT THE
WHITE HOUSE. UPON HEARING OF HIS5 PARDON, NIXON ISSUED A STATEMENT FROM
HIS HOME IN SAN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA. IN IT, HE SAID HE CAN NOW SEER HE
‘WAS WRONG IN NOT ACTING MORE DECISIVELY AND MOREZ FORTHRIGHTLY IN
DEALING WITH WATERGATE.

NIXON'S STATEMENT 30ES ON TO SAY "'HO WORDS CAN DESCRIBE THE
DEPTHS'' UF HIS REGRET AND PAIN AT THE ANGUISH HIS MISTAKES OVER
WATERGATE HAVE CAUSED THE NATION AND THE PRESIDENCY.

SPECIAL WATERGATE PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI WAS INFORMED OF THi
PRESIDENT'S DECISION EARLY TODAY BY FORD'S COUNSEL, PHILIP BUCHEN
(BYOO'~-KEN) A SPOKEMAN FOR JAWORSKI, JOHN BARKER, SAID HE COULD NOT
SAY WHETHER THE PROSECUTOR HAD TOLD FORD WHAT, IF ANY, CHARGES WERE TO
BE BROUGHT AGAINST NIXON OR WHETHER ADVANCE WORD OF SUCH CHARGES HAD
PROMPTED FORD'S ANNOUNCEMENT.

JAWORSKI IS IN WASHINGTON TODAY, BUT HAS NOT BEEN REACHABLE DIRECTLY
FOR COMMENT.
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