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H. Res. 1370* is the ·other resolution of inquiry 
before this Subcommittee.. It presents no ques.tions but 
asks for the full and complete facts upon which was 
based my decision to grant a pardon to Richard M. Nixon. 

I know of no such f'acts tha.t are not covered by my 
answers to the questions in H. Re·s. 1367. Also: 

Subparagraphs (l) and (4): There were no represen­
tations maqe by me or for me and none by Mr. Nixon or 
for hiin on which my pardon dec·ision was based. 

' : 
' . 

Subparagraph (2): The health issue is dealt with 
by me in answer to ten of the prev:ious resolution. 

Subparagraph (3): ,Information available to me apout 
possible offenses in Mr. Nixon might have been 
involved is covered in my answer to the first question 
of the earlier resolution. 

In addition, 1n an unnumbered paragraph at the end, 
H. Res. 1370 seeks information on possible pardons for 
Watergate-related offenses liihich other.s may have colllln!tted. 
I have decided· that all persons requesting consideration 
of pardon requests should submit them through the 
Department of Justice. 

Only when I receive information on any request duly 
filed and considered first by the Pardon Attorney at 
Department of Justice would I consider the matter. As yet 
no such information has been re_ce!_ved, and if it does I 
will or to act according to the particular 
circumstances presented, and not ob the basis of the 
unique circumsta-nces, as I saw them, of former President 
Nixon. 

By responses to the resolutions of inquiry, I 
believe I have ·fully and fairly presented the facts and 
circumstances preceding my pardon of former President 
Nixon. this way, I hope I have contributed to a.much 
better understandlngby the American people or the action 
I took ·to grant the pardon when I -did. For having 
afforded me this opportunity, I my appreciation 
to you, Mr. Chairman, and to Mr. Smith, the Ranking 
Minority Member, and to all the other distinguished 
Members of this Subcommittee; also to Chairman Rodino 
of' the Committee on _the Judiciary, to Mr. Hutchinson, 
the Ranking Mfnori ty-·· Member of the full Committee:, .. and 
to other distinguished Members of the full Committee 
who are present. 

In closing, I would like to re-emphasize that I 
acted solely f'or the reasons I stated in ·my proclamation . 
of 8, 1974, and my accompanying message and 
that I acted O\:lt of' my concern to serve the best 
interests As I stated then: "My concern . 
is the immediate f'uture of this great country ••• My 
conscience tells me it is my duty, not merely to proclaim 
domestic tranquility, but to use every means that I have 
to insure it . 11 
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'Tab t5 attached 
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OCTOBER 17, 1974 

APPEARANCE BY THE PRESIDENT 
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

10:00 A.M. EDT 

CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: The subcommittee will be 
in order. 

The subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the 
House Committee on Judiciary today welcomes the 
President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford. We 
appreciate your willingness, voluntarily, to appear 
to respond to the questions proposed the two privileged resolutions 
of inquiries and to accept inquiries from the subcommittee 
as it carries out the responsibilities assigned it by 
the House of Representatives. 

This is perhaps the first documented appearance 
of a President of the United States before a committee 
or subcommittee of the United States Congress. 

Now, the chair understands, Mr.·President, 
that you have a commitment at noon, and the House 
convenes at 11:30 a.m. today. With these constraints of 
time in mind, we shall proceed as quickly as possible 
to accomplish as much as we can in the available time. 

The questioning will be done by subcommittee 
Members only, and under the five-minute rule. 

President Ford's appearance demonstrates his 
commitment to be open and candid with the American 
people. It is absolutely vital for the restoration of 
the public's trust and in their governing institutions 
and elected officials that frankness be the hallmark of 
this and future Administrations. 

MORE 
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The newspaper Le Monde in Paris recently wrote 
"No European Republic invests its presidents with the 
right of pardon as sweeping and irrevocable as that which 
Gerald Ford exercised in favor of Richard Nixon. In a 
sense, the royal pardon takes over from Executive 
privilege behind which the former President took 
refuge so long as a way of preventing Congress and the 
law courts from investigating his conduct.n 

Since September 8 when President Ford issued 
a full, free and absolute pardon of former President 
Nixon for all crimes he committed or may have committed 
while serving as President of the United States, several 
questions have been raised relating to the circumstances 
and surrounding the pardon and whether, as a result of 
the pardon and subsequent agreements entered into by 
the former President and officials of the Executive 
Branch, whether the full and complete story of Watergate 
and related activities will ever be known. 

In an attempt to resolve these questions, 
more than 70 Members of the House of Representatives, 
Republicans and Democrats alike, have sponsored bills 
and resolutions seeking to uncover the full story of the 
pardon and Watergate. 

These several bills and resolutions are 
currently pending before the subcommittee. Included 
among the 23 bills and resolutions pending before the 
subcommittee are the two privileged resolutions of 
inquiry considered today. 

One, House Resolution 1367, introduced by 
Representative Abzug of New York and the second, House 
Resolution 1370, introduced by Representative Conyers 
of Michigan. The rules of the House of Representatives 
require prompt committee action on privileged resolutions 
of inquiry. Copies of the privileged resolutions were 
forwarded to the President, requesting a response and, 
following the exchange of correspondence, the President 
offered to appear her~ as he voluntarily does today. 

The task we undertake is made easier by the 
personal friendship and common background we share 
in the Congress. But to faithfully perform our respective 
tasks, we must, insofar as possible, lay aside personal 
relationships and considerations. We are not here 
because of friendship, but because of the responsibility 
of Governmental system of checks and balances and 
separation of powers placed upon us to seek and 
reveal the truth to the American people about the workings 
of their Government; by cooperation, if possible, by 
confrontation when necessary. 
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I hope the American people, as well as the 
Congress, appreciate the importance of President 
Ford's appearance, as well as the need to do 
all we can to resolve the questions relating to the 
pardon of former President Nixon. 

I am convinced the issue of the pardon will 
not be behind us until that record is complete. 

The chair recognizes Chairman Rodino from 
New Jersey. 

CONGRESSMAN RODINO: Mr. President, as 
Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, I want to 
welcome you here not only as the Chief Executive of 
this great country, but as a friend, and one who served 
with all of us for so many years. 

This historic occasion and your voluntary 
appearance here only demonstrates once more the 
great institution that we are both proud to be a part of, 
and I know that your effort in coming before this 
committee voluntarily will assist this subcommittee and 
this Committee on the Judiciary in meeting its important 
responsibilities. 

And with that, Mr. President, I am going to 
relinquish the responsibility to the chairman of the 
subcommittee and to the Members of the subcommittee who 
will direct inquiries to you. Thank you for coming 
here. 

CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: The chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Hutchinson. 

CONGRESSMAN HUTCHINSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, Mr. 
Rodino, and I, as Ranking Minority Member, are ex officio 
Members of this subcommittee. But we appear here this 
morning only in that capacity, sitting at the foot of 
the subcommittee on our respective sides rather than our 
familiar places at its head. 

~n this arrangement, Mr. Rodino does not 
displace the chairman of the subcommittee, Mr. Hungate, 
nor do I displace Mr. Smith of New York as Ranking Member 
of that subcommittee. 

Chairman Rodino and I early agreed that we will 
not participate in questioning our distinguished visitor 
this morning, leaving that function to the Members of 
the subcommittee regularly appointed. Our participation 
will be limited to our opening statements. 

MORE 



Page 4 

Other Members of the Judiciary Committee, the 
full Judiciary Committee who are not Members of this 
subcommittee, some of whom are present here today, will 
not participate at all but are interested in the 
event, in the event that the matter under discussion 
reaches the full committee. 

The subcommittee has before it a couple of 
resolutions of inquiry which were introduced in the House 
of Representatives, referred by the Speaker to the 
Judiciary Committee, and Chairman Rodino designated 
this subcommittee to consider them. 

By a resolution of inquiry, the House of 
Representatives requests the President or directs the 
head of one of the departmentsofGovernment to furnish 
certain factual information, presumably to assist 
the House in its legislative function. 

Since the pardon power is not subject to 
legislative control, I suppose that a question can be 
raised as to whether a resolution of inquiry might 
legitimately lie on this question since the question 
itself cannot be resolved by the Legislative Branch. 

In any event the mere introduction of a 
resolution does not impose a duty upon the Executive 
to respond; neither does committee consideration. 
Indeed, a resolution would be expected only if the House 
of Representatives itself adopted such a resolution 
and even then written communication transmitting the 
factual information called for would ordinarily be 
sufficient. 

The personal appearance of the President of 
the United States before this subcommittee does not 
humble his high office, nor does it violate the 
separation of powers between the Executive and Legis­
lative Branches of Government. It is essential if our 
Government is to operate, that the Executive and the 
legislature work together. 

Your meeting with this subcommittee, Mr. 
President, here on Capitol Hill, is symbolic of that 
working together in the national interest. But you 
do not· come, Mr. President, in response to any commands 
of the subcommittee, nor even in response to its request, 
for it made no demands upon you or even a request for 
your presence. 

Your appearance is entirely voluntary on your 
part. Your personal appearance here today must not be 
construed to mean that you will personally appear before 
this or any other committee of Congress in the future, 
and Presidents in the United States in the future will 
be expected to respond to resolutions of inquiry in the 
future as they have in the p~st, by written communication. 
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But, Mr. President, I cannot adequately 
express to you my personal feelings of warm friendship 
and welcome and my sense of the high honor that you 
do this subcommittee, the full Judiciary Committee and 
the House of Representatives in meeting with us here 
today. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: The chair recognizes 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Smith. 

CONGRESSMAN SMITH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. President, I too join in welcoming you 
here in your voluntary appearance before this 
subcommittee of the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
You have ·come to answer questions in regard to 
your pardon of Richard M. Nixon on September 8, 1974. 

MORE 
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These questions have been propounded by 
certain Members of Congress and generally speaking 
the Members of Congress and the people of the United 
States of America have a right to know the answers 
as far as this may be possible. 

Your appearance here has been voluntary and 
on vour own motion, and I commend you for taking this 
initiative. I do not think it establishes any precedence 
but on the other hand, it is an example of the splended 
cooperation between the Executive and Legislative 
Branches of our Government which I trust may be 
followed many times in the future by those who may 
come after you as President of the United States of 
America, the world's toughest job. 

Mr. President, I have known you for almost 
ten years and in that time I have always found you to 
be a man of frankness and candor, a man in whose word 
one could have implicit trust, a man of the utmost 
integrity. 

It is in this spirit that I know you will 
answer the questions that have been raised about your 
pardon of Mr. Nixon, and it is in this spirit that I 
know this committee will receive your answers and will 
interrogate you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: Mr. President, you 
have an opening statement. Without objection, it will 
be made part of the record, and you may proceed as 
you see fit. We welcome you here today. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman and members of the subcommittee. 

We meet here today to review the facts and 
the circumstances that were the basis for my pardon 
of former President Nixon on September 8, 1974. 

I want very much to have those facts and 
those circumstances known. The American people want 
to know them and Members of Congress also want to know 
them. 

The two Congressional resolutions of inqury 
now before this subcommittee serve these purposes. 
That is why I have volunteered to appear before you 
this morning, and I welcome and thank you for this 
opportunity to speak to the questions raised by the 
resolutions. 
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