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Editorials '

The flounderers

The FCC is still thrashing around in search of agreement
on repeal, retention or revision of the prime-time access
rule. At last report there was talk of some kind of compro-
mise that would retain restrictions on the number of even-
ing hours to be occupied by network or off-network pro-
graming but would grant exceptions for programing that
the FCC wants to cultivate.

The whole prime-time exercise has been an extended il-
lustration of bureaucratic meddling at its worst. Not from
the outset has the FCC known what it was doing. The ori-
girial rule, which was intended to wrestle the television net-
works into submission, is now vigorously supported by ABC
and NBC and only tokenly opposed by CBS. The FCC flails
about with whip and chair, but the lions happily disport
outfide the cages.

Meanwhile; program producers are kept in confusion by
the gyrations of an FCC that reconsiders and revises the
rule and now, at court remand, reconsiders once again.
Television program development is uncertain enough with-
out Washington’s erratic messing with the market.

As we have said before, the FCC should never have gone
into this escapade in the first place, but it may be in too
far now to get out all the way without causing even more
damage. It shouid, however, get out of scheduling as far as
possible and out of content altogether.

If there is to be a limit on the evening time that net-
work and off-network programing may fill, let the limit ap-
ply cqually 1o all stations and programs. When the FCC be-
gan granting waivers for some programs and denying them
for others, it embarked on censorshipin precisely the form
that is promblted by the Constitution and the law. The
talk now of issuing permanent waivers leads toward tighter
censorship. Who are the members of the FCC to say, as
they did earlier this year, that Animal World is worthy of
prime-time exposure but Hogan’s Heroes is not?

It’s time for the FCC to conclude this case as rapidly
and simply as possible and get on with business it is both
authorized and competent to conduct.

Public servants

An R. J. Reynolds report to stockholders for the third
quarter of 1974 contains information that we hope will
come to the attention of all of those high-minded legisla-
térs who outlawed v:ga'et e advertising on the air for the
stated purpose of reducmg smoking and keeping cigarette
advertising from influencing the young. )

. On one page Reynolds reports that its tobacco sales for
the first nine months of 1974 were $2.1 billion — or $400
million bigger than in the same period of 1973. On another
it shows a photograph of a new sign that has been painted
on the wall of a Manhattan building. It is a picture of a
pack of Winston cigarettes, 136 feet high and 84 feet wide.
Children, of course, will be taught to turn away when in
the vicinity.

Shilling them into the tent

In the best show business tradition, the FCC has been us-
ing audience promotion to attract attendance to the two
regional meetings it has held. .And it is learning by experi-
ence. Its first exchange with the public, in Atlanta last
spring, drew some 200 citizens. Two weeks ago it got a
house of 1,000 in Chicago.

As reported here last week, an FCC official called NBC’s

Washington office in advance of the Chicago meeting to in-
quire whether the network’s Chicago 0&0, WMAQ-TV,
would prepare announcements inviting the public to attend.
It just happened that Chairman Richard E. Wiley was to be
in Chicago and could drop by the studios to make tapes.
Why, yes, sir, it would be.a pleasure, the FCC official was
advised. At last count 13 television and 13 radio stations
got Wiley tapes that WMAQ-TV distributed at cost.

Mind you, it has all been very informal — no threats to
WSB-TV Atlanta, which did the first promotional spots, or
to WMAQ-TV; no pressure put on other stations to broad-
cast Mr. Wiley’s solicitation. Nothing more than a good
turn done for a worthy cause.

Baloney. There is something cozy about an arrangement
that puts broadcasting facilities and time at the disposal of
an FCC that is out soliciting criticism of broadcasting.
Broadcasters could lay larger claim to their souls if they re-
jected the next booking.

Lesson learned

Last week the White House announced that President Ford
would make an appearance on Nov. 14 at Phoenix before
the Society of Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi.
That appearance, at 6 p.m. mountain time, will be in the
nature of a question-and-answer session.

Press Secretary Ron Nessen said the meeting “will be
available for live tMverage ” And we say, “bravo.”
That observation is a far cry from what was variously in-
terpreted as a request for all-network coverage of President
Ford’s speech Oct. 15 before the Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca in Kansas City, Mo. (Broadcasting, Oct. 21).

And while dealing with White House press relations, we
applaud the decision to retain Gerald Warren as deputy
press secretary, albeit with a new assignment. Mr. Warren,
who had worked under Herbert Klein 4s assistant managing
editor of the San Diego Union, now takes over the part of
the erstwhile: Klein responsibilities of maintaining liaison
with broadcasters and editors, rather than as resident White
House spokesman, which was his assxgnment in the latter
days of the Nixon admiinistration. §

No one we know is shedding tears about the resignation |

— long sought — of the director of communications for the
executive branch, Kenneth Clawson, who, thhout the title,
1s being replaced by Mr. Warren ’

Drawn for Broadcasting by Jack Schmidt

“This is WOF’s Tom McNeil . .
White House. . . ™

. I've just come from the
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October 30, 1975

The Honorable Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Nessen,

It is with deep regret I read your letter.

I am distressed that inadvertently you were
caused displeasure in Sans Souci.

I assure you, it is important to me that
while dining with us, that you enjoy your privacy,
which I appreciate and greatly respect.

I do hope you will continue to favor us with

your presence and I look forward to the privilege
of welcoming you in person in the near future.

Paul Delisle
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SANS SOUCI

726 17TH STREET, N.W., WasHINGTON, D.C. 20006 ; y

THE HONORABLE RON NESSEN

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500



October 24, 1975

Dear Paul:

This kind of savesdropping could persuade
your regular cusiomers to eat elsewhere where
their conversations are kept private.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
)g ' to the President
Mr. Paul Delialag
Y. Sans Souci Restaurant

7256 17th Streat, NW
Washington, D.C, 20006
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