The original documents are located in Box 15, folder “Nessen - Clippings: Departure” of
the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 15 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

— —

g
Business
Finance

x THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1976

RP &8 -~ %8V

The Greer/Kandel Report

Lecture Agents
Seek Ford Aides

By Philip Greer and Myron Kandel
Special to The Washington Star

Officials of the outgoing Ford administration are-
n’t getting much of a reception from the lucrative
lecture circuit so far, even though agents are
scurrying around Washington trying to sign them to
exclusive contracts. Up to now the reaction from
the people who book speakers for college cam-
puses, conventions and fund-raising dinners has
been a large yawn. 4

“I can’t think of anybody in the . Ford crowd —
other than the President or Secretary of State Kis-

singer — who could command the kind of money -

that’s being asked,” a top official of a fund-raising
organization told us. ‘““They’re all so bland.”

EVEN S0, the demand for fresh faces on the lec-
ture circuit — estimated to gross $100 million a year
— is so pressing that the agents are quoting big

numbers to Washington officials as they try to lure |

them into the fold. One cabinet member has told

friends he has been quoted $5,000 per appearance.

Several others mention figures only slightly lower.

Most of the agents we’ve spoken to say it would
be bad form to discuss the names of the administra-
tion officials they’ve contacted, much less to try to
get them speaking engagements while they’re still
on Uncle Sam’s payroll.

“It shouldn’t be.done until after Jan. 20,” says
the dean of the Ie%ture business, W. Colston Leigh,
who'at 75 still spehds part time in his New York of-
fice.

But Harry Walker, Inc. of New York, one of the
biggest agencies in the lecture field, which long _has
numbered some of the country’s leading political

igures among its clients, is already trying to drum .

p business for at least two administration officials
— energy czar Frank Zarb and White House press
secretary Ron Nessen.

yE,RECENT DAYS, the agency has sent out
fl

advertising the availability of both men after -}

they leave office. Nesser, for example, is listed as
being willing to talk on two subjects: **What I think

of the press” and “My two years in the White §

House.” Since_ then, a third subject has been added

See REPORT, C-§ |
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to appeal to business audiences: “Dealing with the
press, from a man who has been on both sides.”

Nessen, a former NBC correspondent, told us the
Walker firm represented him before he joined the
White House staff and would do so after he leaves.
“I haven't signed anything new,” he said. “I’ve just
told them I'm back on the market.”

Harry Walker, who started his agency 30 years
ago, neted that Nessen signed a new contract with
him just two weeks before being named Ford’s
press secretary. It became “inoperative’ while he
was working in the White House, Walker said. “As
a matter of fact,” he added, ““we renewed our con-
tract with Gerald Ford about a month before he be-
came vice president. That one also became inoper-
ative.”

Walker, who says he doesn’t like ta talk about his
clients, told us he represented Ford for most of the
years he was in Congress. “He’s a very dear and
clpse personal friend,”” he said.

NESSEN SAYS he doesn’t know if his boss, Presi-
dent Ford, will take to the lecture circuit when he
becames a private citizen. The lecture people tend
to'doubt it, although most of them say the President
could receive high fees if he did. Walker won’t say
whether he has approached the President. “I don’t
know if an ex-president gets this kind of representa-

| tion,” he said. “It’s a ticklish proposition.”” (The
|| Star reported last week that President and Mrs.
'| Ford have picked the William Morris Theatrical
.| Agency to negotiate literary rights to thejr me-

moirs and any “‘spinoffs,” such as television ap-
pearances.)

A lecture agent who’s willing to talk more
frankly about the business is New Yérk-based Rich-
ard Fulton, who cautioned that some in the field try
to line up le:;pre dates for prominent speakers be-
fore having them under contract.

He said the only members of the outgoing admin-
istration who interest him are Ford and Kissinger.
““But they are going to make so much money on the
books they write,’" he said. “why should they give
away what they have to say?”’

LYNDON JOHNSON’S experience helps support
this view. Johnson made his first paid lecture in
November 1971, nearly three yéars after leaving
the presidency and only after his book, “The Van-
tage Point,”” was published.

n fact, one repeorter writing about the event —
which was sponsored by the Wall Street house of
Salomon Brothers at the New York University
Graduate School of Business — noted that the for-
mer president carefully placed a copy of the book
on a front corner of the lectern, ““‘where it couldn’t
be missed by his audience and the TV camera.”

Johnson, by the way, received what may be the °
largest fee ever paid for one lecture — $25,000 —
which he donated for college seholarships in Texas,
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WASEINGTON~Shortly tefore
Whits House Press Secretary Ron
Nessen's news briefing the other day,

wo television t.u.mc ans slouching
on a divan in the rear of the rocm had
a brief exchange.

“Where are a.l the antagonizers to-
day?”

"Low inf lam;

*Then this ain't genna be very en-
tertaining, isit?”

It wasn't, Indeed the briefing was
sleepily calm. Absent were many of
Nessen's antagonists, the bearbaiters
of the oress who are alrezdy aban-.
dening tne Ford White House to sialk
Presicent-elect Jimmy Carter and his
men. :

In hig coffice later, the 41 -vear-old
press secretary, long known for hi
fiashing temper, looked back over
ast uahl".’a with “a tiny mincerity” of
aam“:,tm ne»v~mev1 and volw-

teered that he would leave s jod
Jan. 20 with rancer toward none.

“Wha.sx er little personal angers I
have are goinz to fade a week atter I
leave this clace,” he mused.

But when questicned he came
down hard, aiteit apologetically, on

ke te‘ev*.smn industry in general, 2nd
to a lesser extent on te print press,
for sins of omission and commissicn in
th ir reporting.

In so doing, he extended a bit of
sympathy to Carter.

In the eyes of Nessen, a 12-vear
veteran with NBC before he became
presidential press secretary, the in-
coming President has already been a
victim of cnle press-television short-
coming suffered by President Ford: a
tendency by the industry to concen-
traie on trivia at the expense of im-
portant news.

("U

*A for-instance? Well, lock, did
vcu see the time devoted to Amy
Carter's school? My God!”

Nessen's scorn was prompted by an
ABC-TY news show he saw in which
Barbara Walters interviewed Rosa-
1 fnn Carter about Amy’s new school,
then another correcponde it read an
cpen letter to Amy—"Dear Amy, I
want to show vou vour scheol . ..”
and “then Barbara Walters came
beck with more tidbits from Plains.

"That wa« about five minutes of a
nightly television news show devoted
to Amv aﬂd her schocl. That is a hell
of 2 %ig? Sunk of news. You only have
22 minutes of news altove.ner (and)

: . d -

you give ateut 20% of it to Am
scheol.
“Imagine how Mr. Carter feels.

}Tege be is puttinz a government
gather, trying to deal mLh serious
issues, and there are a lot of serious

proclems, and what gets on television .

at great leng th—nis daughter's
scheol.”

To belster his claim that the public
is getting shorichanged, Nessen aiso
cited television handling of a slip of
the tongue by Ford during an election
campaign appearance at Iowa State
University.

The President opered by saying
that he was gilad to be at “Ohio
State,” apclogized to the Iowa State
audience for the error, then delivered
the major farm speech of his election
campaign, Nessen recalled.

“All the te‘e"xvon networks used
thal piece of film, a meaningless siip
of the tongue, instead of, or in place

of, scime coverage cf his serious re-

marks on farm policy,” ne said.

Lest he appear to be “loc.dmg it
onto the (news) obroadcasters,” Nes-
sen said he recognized that they have
what he calied siructural problems—
a strict time limit on the amount of
news thev can present—and are the
victims of a fierce competitive battle.

As for newspapers, he thought
their shortcomings were fawer, since
for the most part there scems to be
space for, and a general devoticn to,
mere serious news. But they have
their proolema tog, he said, indicating
again that he thinks the Du’"hc is the
loser. i

For example:

“T'd hate to be one in a positicn of
defer nding Wayne Hays,” he said,
“but after months and months of all
those stories about how he hired Eliz-

" abeth Ray to be his mistress and for

no other reasgn, and.all these jokes

about T can’t type, I can’t file, [ can’t

even answer the phone.” the Justice
Department says last week there’s no
evidence of tha .

“Se there's a three-~ or four-para-
grapn story, and it’s zil over.
meanwhile’ what happened to all
those months and months of stories
that said she was hired for one reason

oaly, to be his mistress?”

Nessen, who was a rewrite and
de“" man for United Press Interna-

ional for six years befere going to
NBC in 1282, said there had been a
shiit away from the objectivity cof
those days in journaiism, with aa ac-
companying encroachment on ke
ights of persons accused of crimes,
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“‘T?-erea been a gradual locsering
of the rather strict ruies we cperaied
under at UPI about what you ceuld
<ugge st, imply or ahege about guy
under suspicion,” ke said. “We cent
over backwards to be fair, nat to sug-
gest he was guiity until (so proven).

Ha ;.‘f“:)
ii

.:‘.&. a‘.tr*ou*ed this rela:;atxcn in "art-

12 “a series of unbelievable everts’—
Vietnam, wWatergate, assassination
plots, CIA-FBI revelath ous——LnLL'gne
;enerr among newsmen is that “no,
"egauon too outlandish to be frue,
30 you'd better get a story on the rec-
ord hecause it could turn out to ke

true.”

Nessen disclosed that he had talzed
to his Carter Administration succes-
sar, Jody Powell, about reforming the
White House brisfing sys:sm by
which mest major Washington news

flows from the executive mansion.

Nessen proposed that this system
be drastically revised, with far more
information issued by the various
government departments directly re-
=ponsmi for it. That's where the &x-
per&s are, he said, and that’s where
the news should come from. .

What's more, he added, the White

_ House briefing system has teccme a

Washington ritual “around which 20
or 40 naws people build their day,”
often writing stories when the brief-
ing actually produced none.

“So many days ['ve seen stcries
that said ‘Nessen discicsed uaday,.or
revezled today, or announced today,’
when I hadn t dene a damn thing but
reiterate what had been said every
day for the past three months. But
there was not‘uvg else that day sa it
preduced a story.

It is at the triefings that \'es:e"x
and cther White House press secreta-
ries, vcmg back at least to the daysof
Gecrge E. Reedy in the Lynden. -B.
Johnson administration. have- been
sub,ected to . harangues by \ame
newsmen . .

While they are a “small xmrc..tf,
Nessen noted, they menorolize the
sessions with argumentative ques-
tions to such an extent that “a good
many serious reporters walk out.of
‘hers evary day shaking their heads"
in disgust. - &

Ne~se'1, wha said he heped to re- :
turn 1o journalism, predicted that his
critics weuld be disaprointed i they
expected him io0 ‘‘come out of ners
rearing” at the press. What he hopes
to do, ne said, is draw on his dual ex-
perience &s newsman and press sec-
retary e offer some constructive nro-
pccals fcr improving White House

ress relations.






