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WASHNGTON——Presxd deﬁlcﬁd a
-dilemmg over the choice of a new .

r a New Look in Press Secretaries

.4

House press secgu%beomse the @b&s ;

we have kn
form. mis
It is an oukworn form
growa whi govemment has grown in
size and complexyyiin the last generation.
The funatidniof the White House press
secretary has not been{performed well for
a long tirhe. While part of the cause may
be traced towome atrocious appointments
by ¥e& Mden miln ‘hls not gikely to(}oe
perfor well yntil the job iz upgraded
and thg offige, of, press ieéﬁtary modern-

Here and there a President may: strike.it
lucky by imstalling some respécted jour-
nalist on his staff to field questions from

come an out'wom

- his formet colleagues in the press room,

but by and large this practice is not likely
to-werk well.
For one thing, the old Washington peek-
ing order makes it difficult to takw a work-
g journalist and give him straight pff the
ind of authgrity in the White Hodse that
a préadeo&\aptess secretary should have. -
The wottul case of L. F. terHorst, Ford'§
first and h;ghly regpected press secretary,
who resighed in %hullab&loo over the
Nixon pardon, is a good example. In the
crunch, terHorgt did not have the authori-
ty to penetrate what was going on. He was
mitsled by officialhigher than himself, and
thus unwittingl§iBnisled a reporter who in,
quired in adva

arranged: Beca orst
fotind his posi , his 8redibili-
ty with the pre#s at stake. 'was a large
part of the reason he resig abruptly afs
ter Ford annouriced the

gher case in point is Jai‘m A. Hager-
ty,

cause it has not

if a pardon was béing. .

ost successful and renowned of .

recent White House press seerétaries. In
his early years of service to' Pragident
Eis wer he was not near¥¥o |
as hisfreputation today would suggest. It
nly after Bisenhower had his heart
attil: and came to feel dependent on
Hag®ty that thé press secretary acquired
high place in the White Hou%lfamhy
and vould act with great auth in the

. press office.

Hagerty's career also offers another les-
son. Hé had been a skilled reporter for the
New York Times in New York and Albany,
but did not steg f¥om répogter to White
JHause press secretary, In een assign-
mants he had eight years of tough expe-

rience as press secfetary to GV, Thomas E.
Diev of New York, an eipdieﬁce that
i

ded Dewey's two presidéntial cam-

a

. The preshecretary“% job is a highly spe-

ialized one, d bt many reporters have
: for it. Indeed, hp-trade they

‘_ cts and interests quite.different

tive

' needs to understand reporters and how

they work and what their needs are.

Aliove all, he must have a sense of what ig»

news and hgw his words will be played in

and en the air. Whoever's fauit
it was, Ford suffered a disaster when his
acting press secrétary, John ‘W. Hushen,
sajd in the midst of the furare over the
Nixon pardon that the President was con«
sidering pardoning everyone else involved
in Watergate:

Certainly, the press secretary should
have some grasp of the technical aspects of
communications. An unfortunate example
that comes to mind was the Truman-Mac-
Arthur meeting on Wake Island at a cru-

+ cial moment in the Korean war. The late

Charles G. Ross, then the White House
press secretary, was slipshod about the
communications problems, and a frantic
. Rlaneload of reporters was stranded on the
" istand with the biggest news story of the
day and unable to file it becaus& there
were enly facilities emough to service tke
press associations and one pool story.

Perhaps the ideal cangidate for the press
secretatyship is, as in Hagerty's case, a
journa ce re == person with a
backgreund in newspapers or television
who has %
of it preferably in the government, A
‘White House press secretary ought to have
an intimate knowledge of how the govern-
ment works and how to protect. his posi-
tion in the government.

The type of person who comes to mind is
Robert McCloskey, who had some newspa-
per experience, then became the excellent
press spokesman for the State Department

- for many years and is now an ambassador ,

at large,
Since Vietnam and Watergate arpused

such mistrast in the govertient, the give-

and-take between the press secretary and

o

11
il assm th&?resndenﬁ” fo'

e on to other experietice, some

wilt-not command the confidénce of re;

cating
. hard look at the strudttral inadequac,

reporters has become far more i
than it used to be:The aftermath df the

" Nixon parden-suggests that th!s condition

will continue. Hénce, it behooves the Pres-
ident to find a press secrefary with foréne
sic skills, something that/all writers and
broadcasters do not possess, ““iow <.
Stature, integrity; a grasprafaffairs, are
ticulateness are what are needed'in the

* 'White House press secretary. What field

he comes from is not all that impoftant, so
long as he has assistants who cin advilba
him on technical aspects. . 1
Looking around at random; iChe
ardson would be a good press s :
would Bdrke Marshall, assoc dean of
Yale Law Schlool a;!md étg‘mtr ‘assistant ate
torney general in the nedy‘hdminbﬁa-
tion. So would John elipr of NBC. So
would George M. Eleey,
American Red Cross, a hi
President Truman's finest sta
Many men of this quality
0 get as a successor to Roni

should be changed: to som

it should havé high -
House as well as in

edge of what“!s g%!ng on, Otherwise tho}r’

ters, and thus cannot sharg some of
killing Joad of the office. .
Late Thursday, Mr. Ford's choice
said to be Ron Nessen of NBC News.
In any event, if the President is going.

. deal with the eritical problét of communi-

with the , he ought to

the press office itself. The choice of a new
press pgeretary is only a beginning.
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retary Nessen ﬁghts 5-year
|eg|er era with candor, humor

By Peter C. Stuart

Staff correspondent of cized Ron Ziegler) tossed back his
The Christian Science Monitor head in laughter — and the incident -
Washington from whom Americans get most news

" “Two Rons don’t make a right,”
quipped a White House reporter at a
small breakfast meeting.

The target of his jibe, Presidential
press secretary Ron Nessen (succes-

about their President.

. ¥ K

Nessen and boss face similar tests

1

First, ex-newsman Nessen,
was covering the White House for the
National Broadcasting Company until

. a manth ago, remains enough of “one

sor to another Ron, the much-criti-

who

AP photo

_highly respected. first

of the gang'’ to enjoA
expense. f2
“I am, in effect, the
(a single newsman chosen to cover a
news event and report back to the
others), he explained after sitting in
on a recent presidential meeting.
But secondly, the new press secre-

llustrated two points about the man  tary still has not entirely satisfied his

hard-to-pleasg ex-colleagues on the
opposite side of the White House
briefing podium — where the ques-
tions lately have acquired a hatfer -
edge. '

A similar challenge :

To an uncanny e:'ttent, Mr. Ford's
press secretary finds himself faging
much the same challenge as
in the Oval Office: to prove him#
his constituents — in this ca.se,,l
White House press corps. i

Both men were thrust into of ce
when their predecessors suddeply
resigned. And, just as President Fiord
is striving to regain public confidence
after the unpopular pardon of former
President Richard M. Nixon, Mr.
Nessen is trying to regain the con-
fidence of the presg after Mr. Ford's
press secre-
tary, Jerald F, te 'st, quit over the
pardon. (Mr. terHorst also was said to
feel other members of Mr. Ford's
staff were not giving him complete
answers to hisinquiries.)

One tactic: candor. “I'll inquire
further. I don't knbw,” Mr. Nessen
will respond when atumped by a
question.

Access questionaﬂ

But Mr. Nessen, unlike old Ford
family friend Mr. terHorst, has
known the President less than a year,
and some newsmelr §uestion his ac-
cessibility to Mr. Ford.

“I'm'in and out of his office several

- times a day,” he replies to such

suggestions, “On trips we're con-
_ stantly in touch. If I have questions
during the day, I never have any
problem getting in there.*

The press secretary registers one
cémplaint of his own: “questions that
‘seemn asked not to elicit information
“v. . that really don'thave answers. . .
that really raise philosophical is-
‘8ues.’” He explains them as *'part of
the five-year [Nixon-! Ziegler] hang-
over.”

Such impatience betrays the only
discernible gap in Mr. Nessen's other-

wise composed exterlor. At press
3 fings, his dark eyes scarcely blink
and his tanned face never pales.

The professional coolness has been
honed over an 18-year career of wire
service deadlines and television
lights.
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Press Aide Pledges Openness

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Ford's new press secretary Ron Nessen,
a veteran television correspondent, has
taken over the job with promises to get
as much news as possible from the White
House to the American people.

He has promised not to knowingly mis-
lead or lie to the White House press
corps and says he sees no reason why a
press secretary and the press should be
antagonists.

The 40-year-old Nessen, who has been
with the National Broadcasting Co. since
1962 and has covered presidential cam-
paigns for 15 years, stepped into the $42,
500 a year job left vacant by the resigna-
tion 12 days ago of veteran Detroit news-
paperman Jerald F. terHorst.

TerHorst Quit as a matter of con-
science because he said he did not agree
with the pardon of former President
Richard M. Nixon and because he felt he
had not been fully informed of actions
Ford was planning to take.

Pe introducing Nessen to the
press in the White House briefing room
on Friday, Ford promised him “my full
backing and support.”

Nessen said he has been promised that

RONALD NESSEN

he will be kept informed of what is going
on in the White House.

He gave these views of his new job:

—He will not be a salesman for the
President. *“I am not going to try to sell
his programs to you.”

—His job is to report the actions of the

President, why they were taken and how
they were arrived at. ““A press secretary
does not always have to agree with the
decisions of the President.”

—He is ““apolitical,” and the last time
he voted was in 1960 for John F. Kenne-
dy. “Other than that, I have no affilia-
tion with any political party.”

Nessen, who covered Ford when Ford
was vice president, made some 57 trips,

Qovering more than 100,000 miles, with

Ford. When Ford became president,
Nessen was assigned as the network’s
White House correspondent.

In taking over his new job, he started
out by saying:

Y hope the White House press corps is
ready for another Ron. I am a Ron, but
not a Ziegler, T can tell you that,” he
said, referring to Nixon's press secre-
tary, Ronald L. Ziegler, who lost his
credibility with the press over the Water-
gate affair.

Nessen pledged: “1 will never know-
ingly lie to the White House press corps.
1 will never knowingly mislead the White |
House press corps. And, I think, if I ever
do you would be justified in qmuoning
my continued usefulness in this job.""
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REPLACES TerHORST

Won't Mislead Pres“s,"

Appointee Nessen Vows

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Ford’s new press
secretary Romn Nessen, a
veteran television correspond-
ent, has taken over the job
with promises to get as much
news as possible from the
White House to the American
people.

He has promised not to

mislead or lie to
the White House press corps
and says he sees no reason
why a press ‘and the
press should be antagonists.

The 40-year-0ld Nessen, who
has been with the National
gxiroagcasting Co. since 1962

as covered presidential
campaigns for 15 years, step-
into the $42,500 a year job

eft vacant by the resignation
12 days ago of veteran Detroit

newanpmnan Jerald F. ter-

TerHorst quit as a matfer of
conscience because he said he
did not agree with the pardon
of former President Richard
M. Nixon and because he felt
he had not been fully in-
formed of actions Ford was
planning to take.

Personally introducing Nes-
sen to the press in the White
House briefing room on
Friday, Ford promised him
“my”full backing and sup-

Nessen said he has been
promised that he will be kept
informed of what is going on
in the White House.

He gave these views of his

new job:
—He will not be a salesman

for the President. “I am not
going fo try to sell his pro-
grams to you.”

—His job is to report the ac-
tions of the President, why
they were taken and how they
were arﬂv;ies at. “Aalpress
secretary not always
have to agree with the deci-
sions of the President.”

—He is “apolitical,” and the
last time he voted was in 1960
for John F'. Kennedy. ‘“Other
than that, I have no affiliation
with any political party.”

Nessen, who covered Ford
when Ford was vice president,
made some 57 trips, covering
more than 100,000 miles, with
Ford. When Ford became
president, Nessen was as-
signed as the network’s White

House correspondent.

The Associated Press
PRESIDENT FORD WITH NEW PRESS SECRETARY
Ron Nessen Is Promised ‘Full Backing and Support’
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Advice to Mr. Nessen

Now that Mr. Ford has his new
presg secretary .picked;, we have a
few words of advice for Ron Nessen
before they start throwing him to the
lions: Don't carry candor too far.
Nothing will make the job more
miserable than overeager attempts
to answer reporters’ questions,
especially if the full answer isn’t
re in hand.

We can think of several recent
cases where the new White House
press staff has inflated some essen-
tially trivial stories by trying to tell
an enquiring reporter more than
they really knew. Take for instance,
the flap over a rumor falsely linking
Nelson Rockefeller and Watergate:
This was originally a Jack Anderson
production. The White House
checked it out and found no proof.

But former Press Secretary Jer-
ald terHorst told the press about this
White House check before he knew
the final results and consequently

L]

had to call a tonfusing flurry of
meetings to the damage. As we
subsequently réported, the White
House wound up blaming the affair
on a ‘“‘right~wing extremist organi-
zation” that didn't exist. The result
was headlines all around and a
great deal of embarrassment for
everyone concerned. We wouldn’t be
surprised if the same sort of confu-
sion produced the more recent bub-
ble about across-the-board pardons
for the Watergate crew. N

Now we’re obviously not an oppo-
nent of full, frank discussion of pres-
identical decisions, or the behind-
the-scenes thinking that produces
them. Nor are we perverse enough
to condemn someone for being too
willing to help us. But the White
House press room is a powerful
sounding board. If the new press
secretary doesn’t know what he’s
talking about he'd be better off
keeping his mouth shut.







market Gains 22

The stock market rallied for
the fourth straight session yes-
terday with the Dow Jones
index surging 22.14 amid in-

rore misleading data” that had
been leaked to the press.

In a statement distr.buted to
reporters, Rockefeller said that
the personal net worth of him-
self and his wife, Happy, was

wmouvy Vit LIZUTES I MIVARCE

covemp trial, Nixon would not of the opening of Senate Rules
be called as a thness for at least  Committee hearings on his con-
several days while Jnry selection | firmation Monday. He said he
wantéd to set the record straight

(Continaed on page 44, col. I} | because of “incomplete:and “here-

sne Trrm, ne Wil De Hable for
perjury charges T bhe fails to
tell the truth. Pyggfdent Ford’s
sweemng pard #or all eriminal

Pregident

Ford will name NBC News correspondent Ronald H. Nes-
sen as the new White Hause press secretary, administra-

tion sources said tonight.
The sonrces said that Nessen,
who has been covering the White

House, would be appointed to the

post tomorrow to succeed J. F
terHorst, who resigned in pro-
test over the presidential pardon.
granted former President Nixon.

Nessen, 40, will be the first
television reporter named to the
post. He has been with NBC since
1962, -

In his career, Nessen has eov-

American

1956 to 1962. A native of Wash-
ington, he is 8 graduate of

University in the
capital.

Nessen declined to confirm or
deny his a Bppomtment.

- White House sources privately
confirmed the report. They said
that Nessen had agreed to accept
the job after having received
high-level assurances that he
would have direct access 10 Ford

.| $62.56 million. “In addition to my

Foid Plcks Nessen as Aide

Washington, Sept. 19 (News Bureau) —

personal assets,” he-said, “I re-
ceive the income during my life-
time of two trusts w1"h total net
assets of $120 million , . . There-
fore, total assets owmned outrighi
and in the two trusts amount
to approximately $182.5 million,”

“Did Not Include Art, Ete.”

. The total figure cited by Rock-
c_eller was not believed to include
a substantial amount that he
holds jointly w1th )ns egually rich
brothers. It is be that all
the brothers are the beneficiaries
of trusts established by their
father, the late John D. Rocke-"
feller Jr. The former governor,
in turnm, is believed to have dome

much the same for his own child- |

Y 'l‘he $62.5 million personal as-
sets figure was nearly twice the

dications that the Federal Re-
serve may be easing up on
money. Stgry on page 58,

$33 million reported earlier.
Rnckefeﬂl';l;g salid that t%l;% ¢fhﬂer-
ence “is ely accoun or by
the fact that the leaked figg n’%

did not include the value of art
and real estate I have alrpady:
pledged to bé given away Tor
publie : and enjoyment after
my death. . .. s factor alone
accowits for 320 5 mﬂhon of the
diffeosence.”

- He said “the rémainder is ac-
counted Tor by updated apprais-
als of art and real estate which
were not availabe at the time
of my initial subnussmn of date,
plus some minor substantive
changes.” A

ered tl;e Vietnam war, various|and the szﬁsidlelnt’s s&nior kad- B INDEX TO FEATURES
political campaigns and the tax- | vigers and that he would be kept | Bridge by Goren 70  Ann Land 85 12  TV/Radie 86
fraud investigation that led to informed of all maJor policy | Business 58 D:-‘.n Jea: Ijlrasyer 66 g::yswvester 71 Dr.VanDellen 3
the forced resignation last year ions. - Classified 94 Movies 77 Theater 74  Dick Young 9
1 ofg/'@x‘ce Preng&nt S%%)CT Agnew. | > Nessen and his wxfe,Egmdz, g?i::::ﬁ’age gg g;:sna Ii;:fs g Comics
ore joiming Nessenfhave 2a young son, 'ward. el { L
Ronald H. Nessen wes a Washington reporter for|Nessen aiso has a daughter, ‘;:gg‘/);vmg % :::p'l‘::dwke gg (l:)%;::i:s Pages m,gsz ‘ﬁ::nh;l“cmmmmg
First from TV ranks United Press International from |Caren, by a previous marriage. Jumble 71 Sports % Likeltls 93 OrphanAfnle 95

O 00 0 00 0 L 0000 000 O 0 0 A AR T S A AR e

FRIDAY, SEPT. 20, 1974 % TEMPERATURES IN NEW YORK - SEPTEMBER
NAT'L WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST: |  Thursday's Maximem 79 at 3:45 p.m. DAILY HOW CITIES FARED YESTERDAY | 1874
Thursday’s Minimum 65 at 2:30 am. Temseratures Inches Today's| | S¥n. Men. Tue. Wed. Thur. Fri, Sat.
PARTLY CLOUDY, BREEZY AND MILD. } : oo ool g
Highest this dafe, 0 in 1946 - 15 16 %18 19 20 21
Chance of showers. Temperaiure rangt - Lowest this dafe, 44 in 1929 = A L M A N AC R!n?h':a‘:-ag'i_»" g T wer:
‘ Tam_ £ Wam: B 7pm.J3 -~ L
$4-78; winds southwest 10-15mph. Tew | § J0g8 4 am—7 8 pmiT. s =8 = pciouy | |22 o 24 25 g 21 28
morrow, parily oloudy and mild, $: g.mu_g‘g Neon.__26 ¢ pm_7] — |Buffalo ﬁ ¥ — Showers KIPPUR
_ THEMOON S R FTOD‘W’S FORECAST @ —8 4 = o3| 9 %0
- Fe6 am.__ M. 7 i . Cleveland i . — Sho
T 7om 65  4pn 1 am.a Burlingion @rt5 . % Al ]
s,.,. 15 Sept. 23 ch- 1 o B liimg fim—F iim i |Ea=E § = EEE| |ocToBER 1974
E ' Readings up 1o § pum. September 19 Detroit Buttalo” Albanyi -Boston ouston L 89 = PCloudy :
€ . : &5 i O5yrer 531&@' 73 Los Angeles — 7¢ ) — PCloudy | |Sun. Mon Tue Wed. Thur Fri Sal.
First Q. Fu“ Last Q| .} - Mean temperature, 72: normai, é8; aver- oz A M{:;"“&‘.fs‘ - e 'I:Cn::dv ;
age below normal since Sept. 1, .8 degrees. | ecuvdﬂna— \Ntw yom( pirnpatolE o % o = Bloudy e 2 3 4 5
Daylight Seving Time G2 PRECIPITATION - 0 61° | Pittsburgh { 64 New grleans = 87 gz = ';:i; e
Sunrlse 8:4) a.m.; sunset 6:57 p.m. Moon | ey Y ealerday, nene; 35:.' ’,'},’;gf O e o?:tr;l 35‘ i maho Philadelshia —_ 82 61 5 PCloudy | AIRDEX®
et Iéasf:'un?. Mbiioer: evering stars:. Jop-| Total: e “Seat. 1, 415, Inches | ';rp""ade'ﬁ ® FSTAR e SRy 2 "= Showers Yes!erday . Air auallly way rafed accopts
fer, Meccury, pAars. . . | HUMIDITY: 87% ltaa,m,m at 1 pm. | o 5@ oL V@ p. crouny || | Salf ,F‘;aﬁcf;'czgﬁ T Al auaily s 'ﬁ::%ﬁ‘e k! be'
g 4o m'mdamm'msf;i‘ﬁsfaf . ghv t:u.\;,s;ouﬁ‘iomum ial). a6 yasmngton 35&3% m“' ol Sl DL scsinie ed “dall
i 3 il F e b s P b4 £ Louis™ 10 = cukeie (The Daily News is N:hlish excent *
AN red yn b, L : CLEORME ., L1 Washineica & w= P.Cloudy | Sunday ‘b "n
High 37 M — 12 25 2:56 am 3 NordaYy HrEEPRY. % et =- “Neﬂulko'ﬂ_ ashgp “"“ %‘u T \'?‘grk,uv mn b cuu
Low | ;38 5 2 9:17 10 F ‘M#%F 13"% W LIRSy Wiy ey A BN 5 PRSI ) Pap—







NEW YORK TIMES

September 20, 1974

CM“JM for Press A!dc

i g;
By MARJORIE HUNTER
e e mmmmvmm

WASHINGTON, 19—
Nesen of NBC ‘has

‘a8 the White Ho

rctary according several
ohn Hushe:lo the? s
J d

uf:tetary declmedeggy ¢ e

;m@n’ﬂc's‘ Whitteg

Tespondent, wo
J. +F.  terHorst as

denf.'s chief spok The
‘appointimen is e to be
announced tosforrg

Mr. terHorst res
test against Mr, F
of former President R
Nixon and is now wmolummst

for The t News, He was
chief of the s ington
‘ press

ars old,

House

office. Previously, he

3‘:2.1? L troveiiog. 318050
en travelin,

es with him, acgconhn; to

NBC biography.
_ He amd the Vice President
ame s,. the biography
notes. essen was host
recen
Bethe d. lt wbﬁtythe
resident was honored by cor-

spondents assigned to cover
his Vice-Presidential period.

1 +4n
Mr. gessen was born
&;hmgt of the Amed‘c‘:n Uni
ity

al before Jomms NBE.
19%2 He was on the lggtf
aork’s Washis news S

om 1962 t0 985,'“"“‘3}:
White Housé £

v for
964 and as C wes
co'vennz

ing the

Wob mViemm \




.THE DENVER POST

FORMATION OF FEDERAL AGENCY

‘10 Fri., Sept. 20, 1974

UPI Telephotos
RON NESSEN

Declined confirmation.

Nessen
To Become

Press Aide

WASHINGTON —(AP)— Ron

Nessen, White House corre-
spondent for NBC television
news, has agreed to bhecome
President Ford’s press secre-
{ary, sources report.

Announcement of Nessen’s
appointment was scheduled for
Friday, formally climaxing
Ford’s intensive search' for a
successor to Jerald F. terHorst,
who resigned Sept. 8 to protest
the pardon,k of Richard M.
Nixon.

Contacted Thursday night at
his home, Nessen declined to
confirm he had accepted the
post. “P've talked to them about
the job,” he said. “Any an-
nouncement will have to come
from the White House.”

But two reliable sources sald
Nessen had agreed to join
Ford’'s staff after receiving
high-level assurances he would
have full and ready access to
the President and would be
kept posted on pelicy decisions
as they develop.

Nessen, 40, was assigned to
NBC’s White House staff when
Ford succeeded Nixon as Pres-
ident on Aug. 9.

He had traveled 118,000 miles| §

with Ford while covering his

5th Try Due to Halt Anticonsume:r

By JIM LUTHER

WASHINGTON - (AP)— The
fate of a bill establishing a fed-
eral agency to guard consumer
interests may rest with one
senator.

A fifth and final attempt to
stop a filibuster may come next
week if sponsors can guarantee
the leadership that they will
win, sources say.

The bill had been pronounced
dead after the Senate refused
on Thursday by a 64 to 34 vote
to choke off the filibuster
launched by opponents two
months ago.

That was the fourth try at
ending debate and bringing the

short of the required two-thirds
majority. :
Colodaro’s Democratic sena-
tor, Floyd Haskell, voted for
cloture, while Republican Peter
Dominick; voted against.

Traditionally, the Senate
stops trying to halt a filibuster
after three attempts fail. Senate
Democratic Leader Mike Mans-
field agreed to allow the fourth
vote on Thursday, because

sponsor's of the bil] earlier had
come within two votes of break-
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bill to a vote. It fell two votes.

ing the stalemate.

Historians say the Senate has
never gone to a fifth effort to
end debate, but it may do so
next week on the consumer bill

‘because of a clerical error. And

one senator, whom sponsors of
the bill decline to identify,
could hold the key to passage of
the legislation.

NOT ON FLOOR

A source close to Mansfield
said the majority leader may
allow the fifth vote because
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy,
D-Mass., was not able to get to
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eight months as vice president,
developing a rapport with Ford
and his top aides. |

That friendship has been|
displayed on social occasions
since Ford became President.

For exwmple, Nessen and his/|
wife, Cindy, were guests at
Ford's first state dinner, with
Mrs. Nessen and Ford drawing
applause when they did a fast
dance to the pop tune “Bad,
Bad Leroy Brown.”

On Aug. 25, Ford was a guest
at a poolside party the Nessens
gave for pewsmen and Ford

aides who were veterans of his E

vice presidential tenure.
Nessen joined NBC in 1962,
covering Lyndon Johnson’s ad-|

ministration before transferring

to Vietnam in 1965. There he| §

suffered chest wounds from a
grenade fragment while cover-
ing the Vietnam battlefront.

Subsequently, Nessen report-
ed for NBC from Europe, Latin
America, Asia and Africa be-
fore returning. to the Uhited
States for the 1968 political
campaigns.
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the floor Thursday in time to
vote for halting the filibuster.
" Kerinedy missed the vote
heg’ause of a problem with the
genate's “bell system,” which
keeps ‘senators who are out of
.chamber informed on what
the Senate is doing.

A roll call usually lasts 15
minutes. Five bells are sounded
when senators have 7% minutes
lefti*id . fek to the chamber.
Mansfield said the warning was
soufided on Thursday with only
6% _ mihutes remaining, and
Kennedy rushed in just as the

finat vote was announced.

A Senate aide who has
worked on the consumer bill
says there are indications that
one senator voted against eng-
ing the debate because Kennedy
failed to register his vote,

DID NOT VOTE

If that is correct, the fufure
of the bill might rest with Sen.
J. W. Fulbright. The Arkansas
Democrat opposed the first
three debate-ending motions but
did not vote on Thursday.

The absence of Fulbright and
the addition of Kennedy and the
unidentified senator would give

sponsors the margin needed to
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'Ford sees Gromyko

on trade concessions

WASHINGTON (AP)
President Ford (held back-to-
back meetings Friday with So-
viet Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko and Sen. Henry M.
Jackson (D-Wash.), and Jack-
son reported that final agree-
ment on a plan to permit trade
concessions to the Soviet Union
‘has yet to be reached.

Jackson has insisted on low-
ering of curbs against Jewish
emigration from ‘the Soviet
Union in return for trade con-
cessions.

Jackson, who said negotia-
tions on the trade-emigration
problem will continue. during
the weekend preliminary to a
second Ford-Gromyko confer-
ence next Tuesday, told report-
ers:

“WE HAVE NOT reached fi-
nal agreement. We’re still
hung up on one issue, mainly
how to handle it legislatively.”

The senator said he insists
that Congress retain ‘‘some
real muscle” to insure the So-
vigts live up to an emigration
agreement “and not just rely
on good faith and the judgment

Having fun
with detente

From Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Sen. Hen-
ry M. Jackson, an archvillain
to the Kremlin, had a “con-
frontation” Friday with Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko — but it was all in
the best interests of detente.

Coming out of the Oval Of-
fice after meeting with Presi-
dent Ford, Jackson saw
Gromyko waiting nearby.

Jackson told Gromyko he
had been to see the President
to express his support of the
“military-industrial complex
and the ruling circles of Wall
Street.”

Gromyko laughed.

of the executive branch.”

Sec. of State Henry A. Kissin-
nger participated in both of the
President’s meetings.

Gromyko was accompanied
to the White House by Soviet
Ambassador Anatoly Dobr-

ynin. Also present was Walter
J. Stoessel, U.S. ambassador
to Moscow.

Gromyko is in the United
States to attend the annual ses-
sion of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New York.

IT WAS understood another
item on Friday’s agenda at the
Ford-Gromyko meeting was
the strategic arms limitation
negotiations which resumed
this week in Geneva.

On the trade-emigration is-
sue, Jackson said Ford con-
vinced him at an earlier meet-
ing that he wants to achieve
the same results as the sena-
tor. Jackson said former Pres-
ident Nixon dismissed his cam-
paign for freer emigration as
interference in Soviet affairs.

Jackson took the position
that ‘“‘perseverance and hard

‘bargaining is paying off" and

that “‘the Russians have come
180 degrees” because of .the
pressures he and some other
members of Congress have ap-
plied. f

Continued from Page §

single personality—the personality of the man on top. That
sounded good to Anderson, so he gave it a try.

He realized almost immediately that he couldn’t do it alone,
so he called veteran Chicago editor Bill Wright out of
New York to come back to the town he despises. But even
with Wright's help, Jon failed at “his thing” and got out.

The transfer of power in April was much like what oc-
curred Thursday. It was full of bitterness and a sense of
hetrayal. He had signed his staffers on with a *“‘come-hell-or-
high-water-guarantee” of two years work. Then he turned
his people over to Pattis.

Dissent and unrest in the office was open. Many staffers
left or were fired. They had never really recovered from
Christiansen’s firing:

RAY NORDSTRAND, PUBLISHER of the Chicago Guide,
said Thursday that he would ‘“‘certainly take on some” of the
Chicagoan, staffers, ‘‘hut we don’t know who or how many.”

The two magazines are to be merged into one new one,
called Chicago magazine, sometime in early 1975. The Guide
has been alive since 1952, when it began as radio station
WEFMT’s program guide, and now has a 150,000 circulation.

The Guide bought, for an undisclosed amount, the Chica-
goan’s subscriptions list, the name Chicago and some pre-
viously contracted stories. It is Nordstrand’s baligame now.

1t had hasn rallad the ‘“Rattle nf Mirchican Averme ** the

Senate votes
cutoff in aid

to Turkey

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The
Senate voted 64 to 27 Thursday
to end U.S. military aid to
Turkey.

The lawmakers approved the
aid cutoff after Sen. Thomas
F. Eagleton (D-Mo.), sponsor
of the measure, argued that
Turkey had violated the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 by
illegally using American wea-
pons to invade Cyprus.

Supporters of the amend-
ment said it would probably be
killed by House-Senate confer-
ees.

Daily News Wire Services .

WASHINGTON — President
Ford Friday named NBC-TV’s
White House correspondent
‘oRnald Nessen as his new press
secretary.

Nessen, 40, became the
second presidential press
spokesman of Ford’s brief ad-
ministration, succeeding Jerry
terHorst, who resigned Sept. 8

Ron Nessen, NBC-TV’s White House correspondent, reads
the morning paper to his son, Edward, 1, at their home in
Bethesda, Md., Friday morning. (AP)

ﬁessen appointed
Ford’s press chief

terpational from 1956 to 1962.
joined NBC in 1962 and

was assigned to various Wash- |
ington beats, including the ||

White House during the Presi-

dency of the late Lyndon B.:

Johnson.

Nessen also covered the |’

Vietnam War for NBC and re-

ported on 1968 election cam- |.
pajgns as a Washington corre- |

spondent after his return.

after Ford pardoned former
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President Nixon.

Nessen is the first network
television news correspondent
to be named the permanent
presidential press secretary.

A native of Washington,
D.C,, Nessen gained wide re-
porting experience covering
various government depart-
ments and the civil rights
movement for United Press In-
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Associaied Press
Ron Nessen, the new presidential press secretary, with
his son Edward, 1Y, at their home before the cm-
nouncement of Nessen’s appointment.
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Nessen vows not to lie as Ford’s spokesman

WASHINGTON (® — Ron
Nesseri, a White House re-
porter for NBC, became
Presjdent Ford’s new press
secretary yesterday. With
Ford standing- beside him,
Nessen said he would never
knowingly mislead or lie to
the White House press
cdrps.

After being introduced in
the White House briefing
room. by the President, Nes-
sen, 40, declared he saw his
duty as being to “‘get as
much news as possible .
to the American people. 2

. Nessen had been with the
National Broadcasting Co.
since 1962. He came to the
White House as air NBC cor-
respondent when Ford be-
came President in August.
He had traveled more than
100,000 miles covering Ford
as vice president.

He replaces J. F. ter-
Horst, who resigned after
Ford’s pdrdon of former
President Nixon, saying it
was a matter of conscience
because he disagreed with
the decision. TenHorst also
said he felt important infor-
mation on presidential deci-
sions had been withheld
from him.

Nessen, after Ford intro.
duced him, told newsmen
he hoped he would be able
to. earn as much respect
from the press as terHorst
had during his brief time as
press secretary.

“I think it’s probably too
late to go back to a honey-
moon,”” Nessen said, “but
maybe we could have a
trial reconciliation.”

Ford said he had the op-
portunity to get to know
Nessen very well during 57
vice' presidential ' trips,  ad-

| mired his skill and objectiv-
ity and “‘enjoyed his compa-
ny.” Ford said Nessen has
a ‘“‘superb reputafion’ and
has had experience in both
broadcasting and the writ-
ing press. Nesgen worked
with the United Press Inter-
national  before

Ng(;.

egsen said: ‘I hope the
White House press corps is
ready for another Ron,” a
reference to Nixon press
secretary Ronald L. Zie-
|- gler, “1 am a Ron, but not a

’Zleglek I can fell you |

ml!

Nessen added: ‘I will

never knowingly lLie to the
White House press corps. I
will never knowingly mis-
lead the White House press
corps and I think if I ever
do you would be justified in
questioning my continued

He said he does not think
that a press secretary al-
ways has to agree Wwith a
President’s decision. He
said he felt it was his role to
report actions of the Presi-
dent, how and why they

His salary will be $42,500
yearly. Nessep, 3 native of
Washington, D.C., and his
wife Cindy, the former
Young Hi Song of South Ko-
rea, have two children, Ed-
ward, 1%, and Caren, 18.

joining

usefulness in the job.” were made.

People
- Ford’s son missed

deadline for draft

v
From Wire Reporils

Like many other young Ame#icans,
Steven Ford, son of the President, has tech-
nically violated the law by failing tagegis-
ter with his draft board on time.

Steven did not register until Apg. 30,
1974, three weeks after his father e
President Steven should have r
not later than June 19, 1974, 30 days after
his 18th birthday.

Genengl Selective Service policy is not
to prosecute for this offense although some
men have been prosecuted. Steven, now
working on a Utah ranch, was not available
for comment but a press aide for the fami-
ly said, “It really slipped his mind. It’s
nothing more than that. There were a lot.of
things going on with his father 4t that
time.”

%, * *

Jacqueline Onassis is reported nego-
tiating to buy a small country esfate in
Somerset County, N.J. She now rints a
house in that area and she and her cigldren
spend frequent weekends horseback giding
there ... Charles W. Colson, the former
Nixon aide sentenced fo prison after plead-
i?m;m?m Be b miistiviees
i N ly frans
ferred from Ft. Holabird, Md., to a federal
prison at Maxwell Air F‘ome Base near
Montgomery, Ala. He had been held at Hol-
abird waiting to testify at forthcomiilg Wa-
tergate trials; no reason was given for the
transfer .

* * *®

And now ragtime comes to the White
House. Gunther Schuller and his New Eng-
land Conservatery Ragtime mble
{which recorded “Scott Joplm Thﬁ Red

They live in Bethesda, Md.

Assoclated Press '

A kiss for Kissinger. The secretary of
state was congrdfulating Shirley, Tem-
ple Black, the former child movie star,
after she was sworn in as ambassador
to Ghana.

Back Book’’) have been invited to entertain

at next week’s state dinner for Italy’s Pres-
ident Giovanni Leone. Schuller essentially
is a classical composer, conductor and
teacher.

» * »

President Nixon’s physical
illness may be caused by mental strain and
he might need psychiatric help, said Roy
M. Menninger, preaident of the Menninger
Foundation of Topeka, Kan. In an interview
published”
chiatrist , “WRy should someone who
has come 'through such a cataclysm not
have a right to a certain:amount of emo-
tiorial disturbance for which treatment is
appropriate?” He said serious illness often
is preceded by a period of loss or by feel-
ings of helplessness and hopelessness.

CPADPE

AAAARARAE

‘the San Diego Union, the psy- |
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Producers 1
Plan Sharp
Pork Drop|

By Don Muhm
(The Register’s Farm Edifor)

Pork producers in Towa and
the other major hog-raising
states, already with fewer hogs}
than a year ago, plan to cut|
back on baby pig farrowings
this fall, the U. S. Department
zf Agriculture (USDA) said Fri-

ay.

Towa farms contained 14,130,-
000 head of hogs on Sept. 1,
down 4 per cent from a year
earlier, the USDA said. There
were 50,175,000 hogs in the 14
major states, which is also a 4
per cent decline from Sept. 1,
1973. i

The quarterly pig crop re-
leased Friday hints there may
be higher prices for market hog|
sellers ahead. It also hints of a
reduced pork supply for the na-

tion’s consumers and possibly ’ WIREPHOTO (AP) |

higher prices at the meat

counter as a result. The New Press Secretary
Summer farrowings of baby

pigs were off 5 per cent in President Ford introduces his mew press secretary, Ron

Towa and down 4 per cent in | Nessen, to newsmen at the White House Friday. Nessen, 40,

the 14-state region involved in | pay heen a correspondent for NBC.
the USDA report. :
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From Press Dispatches

a'hington, D. C. - Nelsen
Awa!ockefeuer puts the imme.
diate personal fortune of him-
self and his wife at $62.5 mil-
lio#y; but the head of a commit-
. probing his vice presiden-
tial nomination is more con-
cerned with what the holdings
are than with their total.
®*-Rockefeller issued a state-
meént Thursday listing his per-
sonal fortune and saying he
algo received income from two
trusts with assets of $120 mil-
lion — for a total worth of
$182.5 million.

Sen. Howard Cannon (D-
Nevd, chairman of the Senate
Rulés Committee, said: "'The
significance of his financial
holdings is what the holdings
are in and whether there is a
likelihood of a conflict of inter-
egt‘ll

Figure Leaked Earlier

Cannon said his committee

wpqld question the former

‘Peace Force
Debts May
End Supplies

Saigon, Vietnam - UPI -
The four nation force supposed
to keep the peace in South

Vietnam Thursday had nine|

days to pa?r its debts or face

ood and other sup-
plles cut off by American con-
tractors.

An official of the Interna-
tional Commission of Control
and Supervision (ICCS) said a-
Sept. 28 deadline to pay bills
of $6 million run up in the last
20 months placed the force in a
very serious situation,

Appeals have been made to
the four signatories to the
ceasefire pact of Jan. 27, 1973
— the United States, South
Vietnam, North Vietnam and
the Vietcong — but no re-
sponse has been received, the
official said.

The “1,000-peace monitoring
troops from Iran, Indonesia,
Hungary and Poland owe the
$6 million to Pacific Architects
& Engineers and Air America,
both US firms.

Laos POWs Exchanged

Phonesavan, Laos - AP -
Laos' onetime warring sides.
exchanged their prisoners on
the Plain of Jars Thursday, but
no one could go home until Pa-
thet Lao tanks made a friendly
appearante.

What #as to have been a
brief ceremony turned into a

At e o NNl oo Colis B o

ockefeller Assets
Set at $182 Million

New York governor closely
about some holdings

Rockefeller issued a summa-
ry Thursday of what he termed
“the final and complete data’
on his finances.

As aides had promised, the
total was substantially higher
than the $33 million personal
worth figure that had leaked
from the House and Senate
committees preparing for con-
firmation hearings.

The $62.5 million figure in-
cludes the $33 million listed
earlier, some $20.5 million in
art and real estate to be given
away at his death, and some $9
million representing updated
appraimls of art and real es-
tate that were unavailable
when the first report was filed.

Rockefeller, a member of
one of the nation's wealthiest
families, hadn't planned to an-
nounce any figures on his hold-
ings until his appearance next

 Monday before the Rules Com-

mittee. More details are ex-
pected then.

But Rockefeller said the leak
of the $33 million figure had

- created an "incamplete and

therefore misleading impres-

. |sion'' about his financial posi-

tion and he had decided to re-
lease total figures right now
""to keep the record straight."
The $33 million figure was
first published in The Wash-
ington Post, which said the fig-
ure was only preliminary and
would be revised upward.

Status Unclear

Rockefeller's statement
Thursday didn't mak e clear
whether the principal of the
$120 million in trusts — be-
lieved to have been left him by
his father, John D. Rockefeller
Jr. — was available to him per-
sonally, or whether his interest
in the trusts consisted solely of
the right to receive income
from them, with the principal
passing on to someone else lat-
er on.

The preliminary. $33 million
figure reportedly included
about $400,000 in c&sh, $1 mil-
lion in furnishings, $2 million
in boats, cars and planes,]
$50,000 in jewelry, $13 million
in stocks (many listed at ac-
quisition rather than present
market value), $12.5 million in
art, porcelain and silver (with
some holdings listed at acquisi-
tion value), and about $8 mil-
lion in real estate. This adds up
to $37 million, but Rockefeller
was said to have $4 million in
liabilities.

Hearings before the House
Jutdiciary Commxttoo. which
mparentl g an ex-

ustive look at the Rockefel-
ler fortune, may be put off un-
til after the November elec-
’tions, despite Republican pro-

LISTENING TO KISSINGER — Members of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee lis~
tened to testimony by Secretary of State  Ala.), Frank Church (D-Idaho), Stuart Sy-

Hepwy Kissinger in Washington Thursday.
From left are Senators John Sparkmen (D-

mington (D-Mo.),

-
—-AP Wirepto
Hubert Humphrey, (D-

Minn.), and Edmund Muskie (D-Maine). Kis-
singer spoke on Soviet-US relations. .

Ford Turns to NBC

for Press Secretary

Washington, D. C. ~AP- Ron
Nessen, White House corre-
spondent for NBC, has agreed
to become President Ford's
press secretary, sources close
to the president report. )

Announcment of Nessen's
appointment is expected soon,
formally climaxing Ford's in-
tensive search for a successor
to Jerald F. terHorst, who re-
signed Sept. 8 in protest when
Ford phrdoned Richard Nixon.

TerHorst is now a columnist
for the Detroit News. He was
chief of the paper's Washing-
ton bureau when appointed
press secretary.

Reliable sources said Nessen
had agreed to join Ford's staff
after receiving high level as-
surances that he would have
full and ready access to the
presidenit and would be kept
posted on policy decisions as
they developed

Nessen, 40, was assigned to
NBC's White House staff when
Ford succeeded Nixon as presi-
dent Aug. 9. He had traveled
118,000 miles with Ford-while
covering his eight months as
vice president, deveéloping a
rapport with Ford and his top
aides.

That friendship has been dis-
P layed on social occasions
since Ford became president.
(Nessen and his wife, Cindy,
were guests at Ford's first
state dinner, with Mrs, Nessen
and Ford drawing applause
when they did a fast dance to

T NG e = N - S R e

years before joining NBC in
1962. He covered Lynd on
Johnson's administration be-
fore transferring to Vietnas in
1965. There, he suffered chest
wounds from a grenade frdg-
ment while covering the Viet-
nam battlefront and won a ma-
jor press award.

Subsequently, Nessen re-
ported for NBC from Europe,
Latin America, Asia and Africa
before returning to the US for
the 1968 political campaigns.

can University in Washington,

A history graduate of A
he was the network's urbaﬁ af-

Ron Nessen

fairs correspondent before his
coverage of the investigation
‘and resignation of Vice Presi-
dent Spiro Agnew, an assign-
ment that was followed by his
coverage of Ford.

No network television news
correspondent ever has been
named the permanent presi
dential press secretary.

Retuming Evaders

Must Waive Rights

From Press Dispatcheg

Washington, D. C. - Thd Jus-
tice Department says draft
evaders seeking amnesty un-
der President Ford's earned
re-entry plan will have to sign
away some of their constitu
tional rights.

A department official sald
Thursday that resisters will
have ta waive protectioff on
draft law violations under the’
statute of limitations and
agree to face possible court ac-
tion for their original violation
if they fail to meet the rgguire-

nfent of up to 24 month$ of al-

Pasin e brira iR N assrdan

ment waiving the statute of
limitations and rights to an in-
dictment, a speedy trial and
protection from double jeop-
ardy, the spokesman said. In
return, the government will de-
fer prosecution while the
evader earns amnesty.

T h e maximum penalty for
conviction of draft evasion is
yfive years in prison and a
'$10,000 fine.

"Once an individual enters
the United States, he is subject
to prosecution unless he signs
up for alternate service," a
spokesman said.

From Press Dispatches
Wa n, D,C. - Presi-

.| dent Ford will cdrry the Re-

publican campaign banner to

lat least 10 states before his

Nov. 19 visit to Japan, the
nWhite House reports.

Ford also will visit South
Korea for an overnight stay
Nov. 22-23 after his three day.
trip to Japan, the White House
announced Friday.

The latest schedule calls for
October appearances — most
of them to campaign for the
GOP — in Michigan, South Da:
kota, North and South Caroli-

nia, Vermont, Pennsylvania
and Indiana.

Ford made his first presiden-
tial appearance at a fund rais.

ey in g banquet Thursday night,

driving to suburban Alexan-

“|dria,  Va:, to plug for the re-

election of Republican Rep.
Stanford E, Parris.

“The schedule being devel-
oped for the last two weeks of

some days when Ford will
make from three to five stops
in as many states.

Ford goes to Detroit Mon-
day to address a world energy
conference. On Oct, 2, he will

versity in Utah and at the Unit-
ted Press International editors
"? vention in San Francisco.
‘Ford also hds appearances
scheduled for Barre, Vt., Oct.
7, Philadelphia, Oct. 9; a Michi-
gan fund raiser. Oct. 10 Indi-

na, Kentucky, Utah, Califor-’

October tentatively includes:

appear at Brigham Young Uni-

Ford to Campaign
More, Visit Korea

anapolis and South Dakota,
Oct. 16, and South Carolina,
North Carolina and Kentucky
on Oct. 19.

Ford's hectic schedule has
prompted criticism that he
does not use his time to best
advantage. Unlike his prede-
cessor, however, Ford main-
tains, a heavy daily schedule of
meetings interspersed with one
day trips out of the-city in an
attempt to see and be seen by
many people.

Chief interest Friday fo-
cused on a meeting with Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- |
myko, who stops at the White
House almost every September
while in the US for meetings of
the United Nations General As:
sembly.

Everyone from the maids to
the chief of staff turned out for
a White House staff picnic that
the president and Mrs. Ford
gave Thursday on the White
House south lawn,

{n the warm, sunny weather,
the Fords joined in throwing
Frisbees and a lot of handshak-
ing. Ford said he couldn’t re-
member who thought it up, but
that the staff picnic was an ex-
cellent idea and he theught
perhaps it would start a new
tradition.

"Too bad we ¢an't do this

ery day,” Mrs. Ford told
some of the 1,200 enthusiastic
guests who were treated to hot
dogs, baked beans, potato sal-

ad, coleslaw, ice cream, soft
Arinke and snffaa

Kissinger
Speaks Up

for Detente

(c) New York Times Service

Washington, D.C. - Secre-
tary of State Henry szsmger
said Thursday that reduced.
tensions between the United
States and the Soviet Uniom
had opened the way for much
broader East-West collabora-
tion on such crucial global is-
reaffirmation that America's
sues as food, energy and pros
tection of the environment.

Testifying on Soviet-Ameri-
can relations at the close of @
month long inquiry. by the Sen~

Relaxed Debate

Washington, D. C., - AP--
The tension and excitement
of the Senate's month long
“'great national debate’ on
US-Soviet relations was symi-
bolized Thursday by Sen.
Jacob Javits (R- N. Y.). He:
came late to the Foreign Re-»
lations Committee hearing:
and fell asleep.

Only 10 of the 17 comnnt-k
tee members came at all, afid;
not all at the same time.

It was worse in an earlier-
session, though, when a press-
gallery of one witnessed a
single senator question 2
sole witness before a solitary

yawning police guard.

ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, Kissinger strongly defend-
ed the policy of the Nixon and
Ford admiinistrations in pursu:
ing better relations with Mos
COW.

In a largely philosophical
10,000 word statement, Kissin-
ger coupled his hopes that Rus:
sia and America would pay
more attention in the future to
“humane concerns'” with a
allies would continue
protected and American defer
ses would not be cut mulatera

ySen Clifford Case (R-N.J. )
was the most dubious on the
value of detente. He said it
was his impression that "the
gains in detente have accrued
to the Soviet side." He said the
Soviet Union had been largely
responsible for last fall's Mid-
dle East war and had spurred
the Arabs to launch the oilem- .
bargo against the US'.and he
said "'we're almost too grate.
ful for relatively small conces-
sions.'

Kissinger disagreed saying;
"I believe that on balance, if
anything the gams of detente
have been more in our faver
than in the opposite dinec-
tlon." He said the Russians
had helped the US extricate it-
self from Vietnam and had
shown restraint in many
areas, including central Eu-
rope, He predicted new action
on Jewish emigration within a

wranls
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Set at $182 Million

: }'rom Press Dispatches

' ashington, D. C. - Nelso

yarockefeller puts the imm
diate personal fortune of him-
self and his wife at $62.5 mil,
lion, but the head of a commit-
tge: probing his vice presiden-
tial nomination is more con-
cerned with what the holdings
are than with their total.

*‘Rockefeller issued a state-
ment Thursday listing his per-
spnal fortune and saying he
also received income from two
trusts with assets of $120 mil-
lion — for a total worth of
$182.5 million.

Sen. Howard Cannon (D-
Nev3), chairman of the Senate
Rules Committee, said: "The
significance of his financial'
holdings is what the holdings
are in and whether there is a
likelihood of a conflict of inter-
egt-ll q

Figure Leaked Earlier

Cannon said his committee

would question the former

‘Peace Force

Debts May
End Supplies

Saigon, Vietnam - UPI -
The four nation force supposed
to keep the peace in South
Vietnam Thursday had nine
days to pay its debts or face
having its food and other sup-
plies cut off by American con-
tractors. <

An official of the Interna-
tional Commission of Control
and Supervision (ICCS) said a
Sept. 28 deadline to pay bills
of $6 million run up in the last
20 months placed the force ina
very serious situation.

Appeals have been made to
the four signatories to the
ceasefire pact of Jan. 27, 1973
— the United States, South
Vietnam, North Vietnam and
the Vietcong — but no re-
sponse has been received, the
official said.

The *1,000-peace monitoring
troops from Iran, Indonesia,
Hungary and Poland owe the
$6 million to Pacific Architects
& Engineers and Air America,
both US firms.

Laos POWs Exchanged

Phonesavan, Laos - AP —
Laox' onetime warring sides.
exchanged their prisoners on
the Bfain of Jars Thursday, buts
no gfie could go home until Pa~
thet Lao tanks made a friendly

nce.

ﬁﬁ was to have been a

rief ceremony turned into a
‘day-long affair when a royal
Lao air force cargo plane
bringing in prisoners dropped
into a poorly filled bomb crater
while landing. None of the 20
government soldiers and
150 Thai army men could
leave until the plane was

‘New York governor closely
about some holdings.

Rockefeller issued a summa-
ry Thursday of what he termed
"the final and complete data"
on his finances.

As aides had promised, the
total was substantially higher
than the $33 million personal
worth figure that had leaked
from the House and Senate
committees preparing for con-
firmation hearings.

The $62.5 million figure in-
cludes the $33 million listed
earlier, some $20.5 million in
art and real estate to be given
away at his death, and some $9
million representing updated
appraisls of art and real es-
tate that were unavailable
when the first report was filed.

Rockefeller, a member of
one of the nation's wealthiest’
families, hadn't planned to an-

J nounce any figures on his hold-

ings until his appearance next
Monday before the Rules Com-
mittee. More details are ex-
pected then.

But Rockefeller said the leak
of the $33 million figure had
created an '‘incomplete and
therefore misleading impres-
sion'' about his financial posi-
tion and he had decided to re-
lease total figures right now
""to keep the record straight."”
The $33 million figure was
first published in The Wash-
ington Post, which said the fig-
ure was only preliminary and
would be revised upward.

f Status Unclear

Rockefeller's statement
Thursday didn't make clear
whether the principal of the
-$120 million in trusts — be-
lieved to have been left him by
his father, John D. Rockefeller
Jr. — was available to him per-
sonally, or whether his interest
in the trusts consisted solely of
the right to receive income
from them, with the principal
- passing on to someone else lat-
eron.

The preliminary $33 million
figure reportedly included
about $400,000 in cwsh, $1 mil-
lion in furnishings,' $2 million
in boats, cars and planes,
$50,000 in jewelry, $13 niillion
in stocks (many listed at ac-
quisition rather than present
market value), $12.5 million in
art, porcelain and silver (with
some holdings listed at acquisi-
tion value), and about $8 mil-
lion in real estate. This adds up
to $37 million, but Rockefeller
was said to have $4 million in
liabilities.

Hearings before the House
Judiciary Committee, which

ﬂ%gparently is planalng an ex-
a

ustive look at the Rockefel-
ler fortune, may be put off un-
til after the November elec-
‘tions, despite Republican pro-
tests.

In addition to the studies by
the two colmmittee staffs,
some relatively junior Demo-
crats on the House panel hope
to use staff data as a spring-
board for a st of the influ-
ence of Rockefeller wealth on

moved by the tanks.

public policy.

LISTENING TO KISSINGER — Membpers of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee lis-
tened to testimony by Secretary of State

Fi

Hfjnry Kissinger in Washington Thursday.

left are Senators John

), Frank Church (D-Idaho), Stuart Sy-

mington (D-Mo.),
(D-

—AP Wirephoto
Hubert Humphrey, (D-

Minn.), and Edmund Muskie (D-Maine). Kis-
singer spoke on Soviet-US relations. .

Ford Turns to NBZ:
for Press Secretary

Washington, D. C. -AP- Ron
Nessen, White House corre-
spondent for NBC, has agreed
to become President Ford's
press secretary, sources close
to the president report.

Announcment of Nessen's
appointment is expected soon,
formally climaxing Ford's in-
tensive search for a successor
to Jerald F. terHorst, who re-
signed Sept. 8 in protest when
Ford phrdoned Richard Nixon.

TerHorst is now a columnist
for the Detroit News. He was
chief of the paper's Washing-
ton bureau when appointed
press secretary.

Reliable sources said Nessen
had agreed to join Ford's staff
after receiving high level as-
surances that he would have
full and ready access to the
presiderit and would be kept
posted on policy decisions as
they developed.

Nessen, 40, was assigned to
NBC's White House staff when
Ford succeeded Nixon as presi-
dent Aug. 9, He had traveled
118,000 miles with Ford-while
covering his eight months as
vice president, devéloping a
rapport with Ford and his top
aides.

That friendship has been dis-
played on social occasions
since Ford became president.
(Nessen and his wife, Cindy,
were guests at Ford's first
state dinner, with Mrs. Nessen
and Ford drawing applause
when they did a fast dance to
the pop tune "'Bad, Bad Leroy
Brown."

On Aug. 25, Ford was a
guest at a poolside party the
Nessens gave for reporters and
Ford aides who were veterans
of his vice presidential tenure.

Nessen worked for United

Prece Tutaiv-i'aaal éar fiva

years before joining NB in
1962. He. covered Lynd on
Johnson's administration be-
fore transferring to Vietngn in
1965. There, he suffered $hest
wounds from a grenade frag-
ment while covering the Viet-
nam battlefront and won a ma-
jor press award.

Subsequently, Nessen re-
ported for NBC from Eufope,
Latin America, Asia and Africa
before returning to the US for
the 1968 political campaifhs.

A history graduate of Afheri-
can University in Wa ton,
he was the network's urbfin af-

Ron Nessen

fairs correspondent before his
coverage of the investigation
and resignatiofi of Vice Presi-
dent Spiro Agnew, an assign-
ment that was followed by his
coverage of Ford.

No network television news
correspondent ever has been
named the permanent presi-
dential press secretary.

Re'tumi;g

Must Waive Rights

From Press Dispatchis

Washington, D. C. - The Jus-
tice Department says draft
evaders seeking amne: un-
der President Ford's earned
re-entry plan will have te sign
away some of their cofistitu-
tional rights.

A department official said
Thursday that resisterd will
have ta Waive protec on
draft law violations the
statute of limitations and
agree to face possible court ac-
tion for their original violation
if they fail to meet the require-
nlent of up to 24 months of al-
ternative public service.

A spokesman said an evader
seeking amnesty might be ar-
rested on the spot if he was
not ready to meet all the re-
quireménts when he presented
himself to federal authorities.

Returning draft evaders
must sign a prepared state-

Evaders

ment waiving the statute of
limitations and rights to an in-
dictment, a speedy trial and
protection from double jeop-
ardy, the spokesman said. In
return, the government will de-
fer prosecution while the
evader earns amnesty.

T he maximum penalty for
conviction of draft evasion is
five years in prison and a
$10,000 fine. v

""Once an individual ente
the United States, he is subj
to prosecution unless he signs

lat least 10 states before his

{1kota, North and South Caroli-

1in g banquet Thursday night,

‘|dria, Va:, to plug for the re-

From Press Dispatches
Washington, D.C. - Presi-
dent Ford will carry the Re-
publican campaign banner to

Nov. 19 visit to Japan, the
\White House reports.

Ford also will visit South
Korea for an overnight stay
Nov. 22-23 after his three day
trip to Japan, the White House
announced Friday.

The latest schedule calls for
October appearances — most
of them to campaign for the
GOP — in Michigan, South Da-

na, Kentucky, Utah, Califor-’
nia, Vermont, Pennsylvania
and Indiana.

Ford made his first presiden-
tial appearance at a fund rais-

driving to suburban Alexan-

election of Regublican Rep.
Stanford E. Parris.

The schedule being devel-
oped for the last two weeks of
October tentatively includes
some days when Ford will
make from three to five stops
in as many states.

Ford goes to Detroit Mon-
day to address a world energy
conference. On Oct, 2, he will
appear at Brigham Young Uni-
versity in Utah and at the Unit-

convention inr San Francisco.

Ford also hds appearances’
scheduled for Barre, Vt., Oct.
7: Philadelphia, Oct. 9; a Michi-

up for alternate service,' a
spokesman said.

Ford to Campaign
More, Visit Korea

anapolis and South Dakota,
Oct. 16, and South Carolina,
North Carolina and Kentucky
on Oct. 19. 3

Ford's hectic schedule has
prompted criticism that he
does not use his time to best
advantage. Unlike his prede-
cessor, however, Ford main-
tains a heavy daily schedule of
meetings interspersed with one
day trips out of the-city in an
attempt to see and be seen by
many people.

Chief interest Friday fo-
cused on a meeting with Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro-
myko, who stops at the White
House almost every September
while in the US for meetings of
the United Nations General As-
sembly. :

Everyone from the maids to
the chief of staff turned out for
a White House staff picnic that
the president and Mrs. Ford
gave Thursday on the White
House south lawn.

In the warm, sunny weather,
the Fords joined in throwing
Frisbees and a lot of handshak-
ing. Ford said he couldn't re-
member who thought it up, but
that the staff picnic was an ex-
cellent idea and he thought
perhaps it would start a new
tradition.

"Too bad we ¢an't do this

ed Press International editorsi?every day,” Mrs. Ford told

some of the 1,200 enthusiastic
| guests who were treated to hot
dogs, baked beans, potdto sal-
ad, ‘caleslaw, ice cream, soft

“'gan fund raiser, Oct: 10; Indi-’

drinks and coffee.

week.

- --q—v--ocv-

Speaks Up

for Detente

_ (¢) New York Times Service

W, D.C. - Secre-,
tary of State Henry Kissinger.
said Thursday that reduced
tensions between the United
States and the Soviet Uniom
had opened the way for much
broader East-West collabora-
tion on such crucial global is-
reaffirmation that America's
sues as food, energy and pro-
tection of the environment.

Testifying on Soviet-Ameri-
can relations at the close of @
month long inquiry by the Sen-

Relaxed- Debate

Washington, D. C. - AP. -
The tension and excitement
of the Senate's month fong
"'great national debate' on
US-Soviet relations was syni-
bolized Thursday by Sen.
Jacob Javits (R. N. Y.). He
came late to the Foreign Re--
lations Committee hearing:
and fell asleep,

Only 10 of the 17 commit-;
tee members came at all, and;
not all at the same time. - .

It was worse in an earlier
session, though, when a press-
gallery of one witnessed a
single senator question a
sole witness before a solitary

yawning police guard.

ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, Kissinger strongly defend-
ed the policy of the Nixon and
Ford adniinistrations in pursus
ing better relations with Mos*
Cow.

In a largely philosophical
10,000 word statement, Kissin-
ger coupled his hopes that Rus-
sia and America would pay
more attention in the future to
"humane concerns” with a
allies would continue to” be
protected and American defen.
ses would not be cut unilateral-
ly. i
ySen. Clifford Case (R-N. J.)
was the most dubious on the
value of detente. He said it
was his impression that "'the
gains in detente have accrued
to the Soviet side." He said the
Soviet Union had been largely
responsible for last fall's Mid-
dle East war and had spurred
the Arabs to launch the oil em-
bargo against the US.and he
said *'we're almost too grate-
ful for relatively small conces-
sions."”

Kissinger disagreed saying;
"I believe that on balance, if
anything the gains of détente
have been more in our faver
than in the opposite d irec-
tlon.," He said the Russians
had helped the US extricate it-
self from Vietnam and Had
shown restraint in many
areas, including central Eu-
rope, He predicted new action
on Jewish emigration within a
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- Ron Nessen—new press secretary for the president

By Richard L. Madden
New York Times Service

Washington, D.C.

Back in early 1970, the
name of Ron Nessen, an
NBC correspondent cover-
ing urban affairs in Wash-
ington, was submitted to
the White House for ap-
pointment as public af-
fairs director of the Food
and Drug Administration,

The Nixon White House,
without explanation to the
agency, refused to ap-
prove the appointment.

On Friday, President Ford
walked into the briefing
room at the White House
and announced that Ron-
ald Harold Nessen had
been appointed press sec-
retary to the president.

And to emphasize the dif-
ference between himself
and former President
Richard M. Nixon's press
secretary, the 40-year-old
Nessen, with Mr. Ford at
his side, told reporters, "I
am a Ron, but not a Zie-

gler.

The trim, dark-haired Nes-
sen is the first television
reporter to become a
White House press secre-
tary. He steps into the
$42,500-a-year job that
J. F. terHorst left on Sept.
8 in protest against Mr.
Ford's pardon of Nixon.

"I will never knowingly
lie to you, never knowing-
ly mislead the White
House press corps,' Nes-
sen said. "If I do," he went
on, "you'd be justified in
questioning my usefulness
in this job.”

He said his concept of the
highly visible job of press
secretary was that he did
not always have to agree
with the president orbea
salesman for the presi-
dent, but that he would
try to get as much news as
possible to the American
people. ’

"I've been assured I will,"
he added.

Ronald Nessen

Nessen described himself
as apolitical and said he
last voted for president in
1960 — for John F. Ken-
nedy. He said he would
try to emulate the ""knowl-
edge and information" dis-
pensed by William D.
Moyers, who was Presi-
dent Johnson's press sec-
retary, the good humor of
Pierre Salinger, who was
Kennedy's press secretary,
and terHorst, for the re-

spect he won from report-
ers as Mr. Ford's first
press secretary.

"I know it's too late fora
honeymoon, but I hope we
can at least have a trial
reconciliation," he said in
paraphrasing Mr. Ford's
remarks to Congress on
Aug. 12.

Nessen began covering Mr.
Ford as vice president late
last year and accompanied
him on most of the
118,000 miles that Mr.
Ford traveled. Mr. Ford
said he had admired Nes-
sen's skill and objectivity
and had "enjoyed his com-
pany.ll

They developed a close
rapport on the long trips,
although Nessen peppered
Mr. Ford with difficult
uestions, particularly on
atergate, at news con-
ferences across the coun-
try, and displayed some ir-
reverence.
Once Mr. Ford arrived at
his airplane in mid-sum-

mer, dripping wet with
prespiration, and ex-
plained that the air-condi-
tioning in his limousine
had broken and the Secret
Service agents had refused
to-let him open the win-
dows.

"What are you complain-
about, Jerry?,”" Nessen

cal out. "It's still bul-

let-proof, isn't it."

Nessen said he had been
contacted 10 days ago by
a White House recruiter
who asked if he was inter-
estéd in the press secre-
tary's job. He said he later
talked with a White

House adviser, whom he
did not identify, and was
offered the job' Thursday
by Mr. Ford.

Nessen was born in
Washington on May 25,
1934, and majored in His-
tory at American
University. He worked for
United Press International
in Washington from 1956
until 1962, when he joined
NBC.

He covered the White
House during Johnson's
tenure until 1985, when he
went to Vietnam.

s

can speak Frénch
or any language
by Thanksgiving

Classes are forming now. Visit us or call us for
an appointment. Tear out this ad now so you
don't forget. BER-321

BERLITZ®

6750 France Ave. S., Minneapalis
Phone: (612) 920-4100

Translation services and private programs
are available at all schools.

DOWNTOWN open to 5:30, Mon. & Thurs. 8 p.m.; SOUTHDALE & BROOKDALE 9:30 to 9:45, Saf. 6 p.m.
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The case of the terrific trenchcoat:

Ziplined “‘\Cody’’ by Harbor Master

The problem: How to look bold and adventuresome

while staying comfortably dry and warm. The
solution: Have John Weitz design the ‘‘Cody"’

for you. The facts: Black Dacron/cotton

- -~] L

o

“*sailcloth'’ with white stitching everywhere.
' Epaulets, coachman collar, full belt, big pockets,
cape back. Inside story: Warm, bright red

any.sense.

e Towers.

You can make up all kinds of
excuses for not buying.

Poor excuses.. Weak excuses.
Hard-to-swallow excuses. And
the flimsiest of excuses.

And none of them really make

Most excuses for
are inexcusable.

WE CANT
AFFORD TO BUY,

Because, instead of making
excuses, you could be making
r money work for you. At

WE PROBABLY
COULDNT GET
FINANCING ANYWAY,
EIC, ETC...

The ho financing
available’excuse.

If we weren't talking about
The Towers, you might have a
good excuse:

But at The Towers, we have
plenty of financing available at 8%
annual interest with just 10% down.

Honest.
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{ITE HOUSE JOB!

TO NESSEN?|

2V news, has
o become President Ford’s
‘m secretary, sources
§ report.

: Announcement of Nes-

mally climazing Ford’s
intensive search for a
successor to Jerald F. ter-

Horst, who resigned Sept. 8

© o protest the pardon of

Richard M. Nixon.

)

declined to confirm he had
accepted the post. “I've
talked to them about the
job,” he said. “Any an-
nouncement will have to
come from the White
House.”

But two reliable sources
said Nessen had agreed to
join Ford’s staff after re-
ceiving high-level assur-
ances he would have full
and ready access to the
President and would be
kept posted on policy deci-
sions as they develop.

Nessen, 40, was assigned
to NBC's White House staff
when Ford succeeded
Nixon as President on Aug.
9.

He had traveled 118,000
miles with Ford while
covering his eight months
as vice president, develop-

a l‘gm)ort with Ford
his top ai
'mg‘:;‘ea"”“"”“" e
yed on social ncca-
siofs since Ford became
President.

For example, Nessen and
‘were
. state

Nesaep

his
atF

g

o

with

sen’s appointment was ;
scheduled for today, for-

RON NESSEN
Ends Ford Search

and Ford drawing applause
when they did a fast dance &
to the pop tune “Bad, Bad 3
Leroy Brown.” i

On Aug. 25, Ford was a
guest at a poolside party
the Nessens gave for news-
men and Ford aides who
were ve of his vice
presidentid] tenure.

Nessen joined NBC in
1962, covering Lyndon
-Johnson’s administration
before transferring to Viet- &
nam in 1965. There he suf- ¢
fered chest wounds from a
gregade fragment while ;g
ogyering the Vietnam bat- -’

{le front. ,

rope, Latin Amegiga, Asia &
and Africa before returning
to the | mhed States for the
1968 1 canww
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on the prospects of Ron Nessen, two
dominant ' strains emerge in their
| views on the new presidential preu
secretary:

1. They think Mr. Nessen has a
much better chance of surviving on
the job simply because Jerry terHorst
delivered suqh a severe blow’ 1o the
President ‘when he resigned within a
relatively few days after taking on the
assignment, ¢

Comments  colurnnist Roscoe
Drummond in this vein: ‘“Ron Nessen
is going into it [the job] under more
favorable clrcumstmces than anyone
in re¢ent memory."

Hearst bureau chief Willilam Theis
(who was offered the press-secrétary
job and turned it down) makes this
observation: “The President prob-
ably has learned something by his
failure to tell Jerry terHorst about the
pardon decision. Further, Ron comes
in forewarmed. He knows all the
hazards. This should help him a great
dul "

Columnist Joseph Kratt puts it this
way: “I think it is going to be tougher
for people in the*White House to lie
now. It will be easier for Ron Nessen
to inéist on the truth — because of
Jerry terHorst’s leaving.” ;

2. There also seems to be a widely.
shared view among W cor-
respondents that rightfrom the futset
Mr. Nessen should meet with the
White House press corps and explain

In talking to a niimbeft of newsmen

Howhaugmngtodealwlthquesﬂms
on subjects where he has knowledge
- but where the President has told
him'he can provide no information.

Robert Boyd, Knight Newspapers
bureau chief, says on this subject:

“The press secretary should sit
down with the press, right at the
beginning, and say,'There will be
moments when I simply cannot say
anything. At such times in answer to
your questions I will say, "I cannot

confirm*or deny,” or “I cannot say
anything at this time,”” or, perhéps,
“no comment.” But you must not
take such utterances as confirmation.
If you @9, sometimes your stories will
be wrong.’

““Now if Ron sets such a rule and
carefully abides by it, it will work. We
will soon see that we can trust him. If
he is truthfil and consutent «~ he can
overcome this technicali

The newsmen interviewed stressed

the * " of the press-secre-
tary’s job. '

Peter Lidagor, Chicago Daily News
bureau chief, sees the press-secretary
position as being “‘essentially that of

for the President.” ‘'He
works for the President, not the
press,” Mr. Lisagor says. '‘He's
never going to be able to satisfy both.
Therefore, he must be exceedingly
tough to survive. I suspect Ron is
tougher than many of ua suspect. I
think he has stee] in him,

Mr. Kraft sees thé aﬁignmenf asan
‘‘extremely difficult’’ one. He views

pch Can Ron Nessen%ake it as press secre

By Godtrey Sperling dre, Ny 1Sh uip Suene ¥z nithor

the gily press briefing, Where the
press secretary answers ons, ds
somewhat of an ideologicft]’ ish.
He says the White House news corps
had come to represent the “‘value
setters’ in this country and that “for
several . years now'’' this kind of
representation has resulted in war-
fare between the presidency and the
press at these briefings. “ unless
there would be some detente,” Mr
Kraft adds, ‘“‘no press secretarywu!d
get along very well.”

But these key Washington newsmen
all agree that while the job of préal-
dential press secrefary is an * 8-
sible’’ one in many ways,. the right

. person still could perform satisfac-

torily in that role. ‘The job is impos-
sible,”” says Mr. Boyd, ‘‘because
serving two masters is essentially
ihcompatible. How do you please the
one without displeasing the other?
Yet it can be done.’”

Mel Elfin, Newsweek's Washington
bureau chief, thinks Mr. Nessen may
now face a less combative presas. *“We
[the press],” he says, ‘‘turned the
press briefings into a bear pit in order
to deal with Nixon and the dishonesty
we were facing. We didn’t Hke to do it
-~ but it was necessary. Now, under
Nessen, we very well may turn the
brieting back into what it normally is
— a forum for soliciting. information
and for offering information."”

Mr. Theis cautions against
Mr. Nessen's
quickly. ‘‘Basically,” he says, ‘‘I feel

tary? ¢.z03y

grading
effectiveness too

S8q 8 9.
W"\tﬁ‘

that you must let ‘be on that
job for a while bef y&u make a
judgment. Ron is young and he is an
experienced newsman. He may very
well make it."” Mr. Theisadds:

“It is one of the toughest jobs in
government — no question about that.
Whether Ron succeeds or not all
depends on his relationship with the
man: whethel he has a good relation-
ship with the President."

Mr. Sperling is chief of the
Washington bureau of The Chris-
tian Science Monitor

Readers write
‘U.S. dilemma in Korea® -

Te The Christien Sclense Monttor:

Your edi entitled *“U.8. di-
lemma in Koréa" following the tragic
death of Kor llf‘lratLadyll inmy °
view, inhuj Every comment
fumes imp! and yet not a tinge
of condolence over the death of the
First Lady of one of the closest dllies
of the United States.

Potomac, Md. Harry K. Oh
sping rcad(u

Lefters
views are we, pw Each ‘re-
cewes editorial ~ considerdtion
th‘:;ig’;re only a “!“tii::t'! %nh l!r
ublis e indiv ly
cknowm Ware aublcct to

condensation.
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2,000 Hondurans
Are Feared Dead
In Wake of Fifi
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National
Emergency

Is Declared

By DON BOHNING

Herald Latin America Editor

The death toll has begun
to climb sharply as flood
waters recéde in hurricane-
devastated Honduras, and
the final count could run
into the thousands, the
Honduras National Emer-
gency' Committee said Fri- -
day night,

United Press Infernation-
al, reporting from the
coastal city of Tegucigalpa,
quoted a yommittee spokes-
man as saying that 5,500
persons were known dead.

POLICE N the northerrs
| town of Choloma estimate
| that as many as 4,000 vil-
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National
Emergency

Is Declared

By DON BOHNING

Herald Latin America Edifor

The death toll has begun
to climb sharply as flood
waters recéde in hurricane-
devastated Honduras, and
the final count could run
into the thousands, the
Honduras National Emer-
gency* Committee said Fri- -
day night.

United Press Infernation-
al, reporting from The
coastal city of Tegucigalpa,
qualed a committee spokes-
man as saying that 5,500
persons were known dead,

POLICE BN (/¢ horthern
town of Choloma estimate .
that as many as 4,000 vil-
lagers died there when Hitir-
ricarie’ Fifi smashed across
the Honduran coast this
week; the Associated Press

M reported from Guatemala
2t City in neighboring Guate-

vil mala,

Wis

in In an earlier report, AP o+

in, had quoted the committee’s =

b Maj. Riaoverdo Regalado as C
aying that the town of a4

"‘ujino, population about 4

e ulati VW d

“\.?o had been “destroyed —Assoclated Press
°®-\9‘ood waters.” . %

MeIZ said most of the peo- 1 1S Story Is About Daddy, Ron Nessen Tells Son Edward, 114

~edadiha, + « - it predicted he would be named press secrotary, and he was

Press Aide:
I’ll Never
Mislead

WASHINGTON — (AP)
— Ron Nessep, a White
House reporter for NBC, be-
Came President Ford’s new
Press secretary Friday,
With Ford standing beside
him; Nessen said he would
never knowingly mislead or
lie to .the White House
Dpress corps.

After being introduced in
the White Hause briefing .
room by the President, Nes-
sen; 40, declared his belief
that the first <11 of a pres-
idential press secretary is .
to “get as much news as
possible . . . to the Ameri-
can people.”

Nessen had been on the
staff of the “ational Broad«
casting Co. since 1962. He
came to the White House as
an “BC correspongent
when Ford became Presi-
dent in August. He had

Turn to Page 19A Col. 2




I'll Never Lie or Mislead,
New Ford Press Aide Vows

traveled more than 100,000
miles covering Ford as vice
president for the radio-tele-
vision network.

HE REPLACES Jerald ter-
Horst, a f{eteran Detroit
newspaperman, Wwho re-
signed after Ford’s pardon
of former President Nixon,
saying it was a matter of
conscience because he dis-
agreed with the decision.
TerHotst also said he felt
important information . on
presidential decisions had
been withheld from him,

Taking the press room
podium after Ford intro-
duced him, Nessen said he
hoped he would be able to
earn as much respect from
the press as terHorst had
during his brief time as
press secretary.

I think it’s probably too

late to go back to a honey-
moon,” Nessen told the
reporters, “but maybe we
could have a trial reconcili-
ation.”

Ford said he had the op-
portunity to get to know
Nessen.very well during 57
vice presidential trips that
Nessen covered. He said he
admired his skill and objec-
tivity and “enjoyed his
company.” Ford also de-

scribed his new press secre-"
tary as having a “superb

reputation” and pointed out
that Nessen had experience
in electronic media as well
as the press. Nessen
worked for six years with
United Press International
Washington before joining
NBC.

RICHARD C. Wald, pres-
ident of 'NBC News, said:
“NBC is delighted that Ron
Nessen has been chosen as
the new White House press
secretary. In the 12 years

he has been with NBC
News Ron had proved him-
self one of our finest jour-
nalists . . .”

Nessen, in his first pro-
nolincements, said: “I hope
the White House press
corps is ready for another
Ron,” a reference to Nixon
press secretary Ronald Zie-

gler. “f am a Ron, but not a |

Ziegler, I can tell you that.”
Nessen added: *“I will
never knowlingly lie to the
White House press corps. [
will never knowingly mis-
lead the White House press
corps, and I think if I ever
do you would be justified
in questioning my. contin-
ued usefulness in the job.”

He said he does not think |

that a press secretary al-
ways has to agree with a
president’s decision. He
said he felt it was his role
to report actions of the
President, how and why
they were made,

AND HE said he thought
the press and the presiden-
tial spokesman “both have
the same aim, which is to
get as much news as possi-
ble on what goes on in this
place to the American peo-
ple."

He said, “I've been as-
sured that I will know what
is going on” and will be in
daily contact with the Pres-
ident.

Nessen described himseif

as “@politicgl,” saying he

had been covering most of
the politi campaigns of
the last 15 years and had
no affiliation with any po-
litical party.

Nessen cited two former
press secretaries as models
that he will try to emulate:

Pierre Salinger and Bill |

Moyers.
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Tries to stzﬁv!..ﬁar &nowledge, humor and r
(Mr. Nessen bm prmnted by President Ford yc

' .“ '
0 YO i ™ ‘i
- New Press Secretiary |
-Ronald Harold Nessen 1)
M ¥ &4 g ¢
By RICHARD L. MADDEN |
n Spechl to The New otk Times ‘
WASHS GTON, Sept. 20— I — S —
In wlyme- the name of " 'Mr Nesse decribed him-
Ron Nessem, a National selg -as apolitiell- and said he -
Broadcas mpany corre-  last~voted for Presidest in
Caivering urban a.f- 1960—f John F. Kennedy.
i [ gton, He said ewou!dtrytnemu-
mned to the late the "!mpwledge and in-
House for  formation!! dispensed by Wil-
appointment as liam D, Moyers, who was
'n the public affairs di-  President son’s press
News rector for the secretary; the good humor of:
Pierre - Saliiger, who was
Admimstutx Nnxon Pmident, ,Kennedy’s prest
White House réfused to a and Mr. terHo
prove the appointment, wi for the mpect in which he
out an explamation to was held by reporters as Mn.
F.D.A. Ford’s first press segretary.
Today, President Ford _ “I know it's too late f 3.
walked into the briefing room honeymoon. but I hope we
at the White House ‘and an- can at ) have g, trial
nounced that Ronald Harold onciliation,” he sa{d in
| Nessen hdd been appointed Mr. Ford’s 3
gress sectetal} to the Presi-
ent
“And to emp the shift
%rom theMW}me ousewath :
lChBl‘d. 85 feSl- R
dent and Ro miles thatMr Ford tray
as prest seqfeury’ ﬂ‘g & eled. Mr. FOl'd said he hi

Fordtthi s and
m.‘"xamakun,butpota j

= e
Bﬂﬂ‘ nr? haired Mr. faPP&}

Nessen is tla first television alth €
}ewsmantnbepnmaWhite Pzg;d ‘ Ford'm
ouse press secretary. He ! odd C
steps into the $42,500-a~ s’ ate at new
iob that J. F. terHorst 1 ences across the country, and
Sept, 8 in protest against Mr ﬁsmawd some irr¢verence.
Ford's pardun of Mr. Nessen and his wife
“I will never knowingly e We guests at Mr. Ford’s
to you, never knowingly mis- @ st dqate dinner and the
lead the White House pre Pregident and  Mrs. Nessen
corps,” Mr. Nessen said “If I | 4B
do,” he added, “y 12
tified in questiOmn‘
fulness in this job.

His Job

He said his concqn of the
highly visible job of
was that he not
always have to agree with the |
President or be a salesman
for the President, but that he
would try much

news as poh&je%@mer—

"I’ve bean Mimm”
he added.

¥ a former ass
&te said todty ‘& .

p;tty at Mr -Nes-
ome in suburban e

job. He said

ouse advi: i—d gihth @hw%iite

Se om he did

hot idenmy, and was offered
yester@ay

bomln

£2
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~§§
i

WoundedinVietmm

N
- He covered | «
under Presidet Johnson until '

1965, when he went to Viet-

&% he d:d avi;xve,-un
etmm for
e "go§t e did a
erigs’of fom
for NBC in 1967, and returned
to Washington for the 1968 |
Presidenti ?

He is mamed to the former | |
Young Hi §ong of Seou],
South Korgﬂ:whom he met in
Vietrram have a son,

- Edward, who is 18 months i
old. He also has an 18-

| old ddughter, Caren,
prevxous marria, :
Colleagues  who have

worked with Mr, Nessen at
NBG describé him as a sof'd ‘
p sional newsman.

e nham.n qn,ick tem-

end,
One fne tecalled an
dent in a

Wustin, Tex., hotel
when whil

e o
ident n,
threw a glm against a pla
glass mirror in a moment
anger.

%}m managed tm
that short fuse o
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| A Ron, but
Not a Ziegler,
In the Maws
Of the Machine

By Joel Dreyfuss

direction he wanted to go.”

When Ron Nessen was a Sunday night disc jockey on
American University’s radio station he had his parents
and sister drive around the city with their car radio
turned on to determine how far from the campus he
could be heard.

“He had a built-in audience with us,” said his mother,
Ida Nessen, sitting in the living room of her Silver
Spring apartment with mementoes and phetographs
of her famous son scattered about her.

“Im a Jewish mother and I'm really proud,”
confided. “I was fortunate Ron always knew whlch

,

Mrs. Nessen’s famous son may. ﬁa-vE known from an
early age where he wanted to go, but it’s doubtful he
had any inkling way back then that one day he would
be the presidential press segretary, stepping into the
slightly worn but suddenly vacated shoes of Jerald F.
terHorst, who quit over President Ford’s decision to
pardon Rlchard Nixon.

After 12 years at NBC, the 1nev1tab1e question to
Nessen boils down simply to “Why?” Why does an

By Frank Joh The Washington Post

Ron Nessen: “I've had an itch for years now to be a participant in events, rather than an observer.”

established correspondent leave a comfortable position
and accept a post that often makes him appear like raw
meat being thrown at the hungry wolves?

“I've had an itch for years now,” he said in an inter-
view, “maybe because of my age (40), to be a participant
in events rather than an observer. Second, more out
of curiosity than anything else. I knew, no matter how
much I dug, that I didn’t get to see how the machine
works.”

To an observer unaccustomed to White House brigf-
ings, Nessen seemed to have stepped quickly into the
maws of the machine. When he was appointed by Presi-
dent Ford he announced that he was “a Ron but not a
Ziegler,” and that he would never “knowingly mislead”
the press.

But after his first briefing, the reaction of White
House reporters to his performance seemed mixed and
the press corps seemed to be falling into various camps
in its assessment of him.

“It was a kind of smart-assed effort,” said one re-
porter. Others were kinder, assigning Nessen’s behavior

See NESSEN, M3 Col. 1
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Ron Nessen: “Pve had an itch for years now to be a participant in events, rather than an observer.”

A Ron, but
Not a Ziegler,
In the Maws
Of the Machine

By Joel Dreyfuss

Nessen, with ¢ new pogium, conducts his first

When Ron Nessen was a Sunday night disc joekey on
American University’s radio station he had his parents
and sister drive around the city with their car radio
turned on to determine how far from the campus he
could be heard.

“He had a builf-in audience with us,” said his mother,
Ida Nessen, sitting in the living room of her Silver
Spring apartment with mementoes and photographs
of her famous son scattered about her.

“I'm a Jewish mother and I'm really proud,” she
confided. “I was fortunate Ron always knew which
direction he wanted to go.”

Mrs. Nessen’s famous son may. have known from an
early age where he wanted to go, but it’s doubtful he
had any inkling way back then that one day he would
be the presidential press secretary, stepping into the
slightly worn but suddenly vacated shoes of Jerald F.
terHorst, who quit over President Ford’s decision to
pardon Richard Nixon.

.

After 12 years at NBC, the inevitable question to
Nessen boils down simply to “Why?” Why does an

established correspondent leave a comfortable position
and accept a post that often makes him appear like raw
meat being thrown at the hungry wolves?

“I've had an itch for years now,” he said in an inter-
view, “maybe because of my age (40), to be a participant
in events rather than an cobserver. Second, more out

of curiosity than anything else. I knew, no matter how
much I dug, that I didn’t get to see how the machine

works.”

To an observer unaccustomed to White House brief-
ings, Nessen seemed to have stepped quickly into the
maws of the machine. When he was appointed by Presi-
dent Ford he announced that he was “a Ron but not a
Ziegler,” and that he would never “knowingly mislead”
the press.

But after his first briefing, the reaction of White
House reporters to his performance seemed mixed anhd
the press corps seemed to be falling into various camps
in its assessment of him.

“It was a kind of smart-assed effort,” said one re-
porter. Others were kinder, assigning Nessen’s behavior

See NESSEN, M3 Col. 1

pres s briefing on Sept. 24, and talks with President Ford.
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to the problems of the job itself. “The
biggest problem for any press secretary
is Gerald Ford,” said another newsman.
“He dgesn’t tell his press secretary any-
thing.” )

Another colleague put it this way:
“] wrote him a note saying it was a
good briefing and that, unfortunately,
it will be downhill from here.”

After a week of close involvement
with the machine, Nesssen was ready
to admit that he had learned a iew
things he hadn’t expected. *T didn’t
know how much work there was,” he
said.

1f 1da Nesssen is any expert on her
son that will be the least of his wor-
ries. “He loves te work under pres-
sure,” she said,

Nesssen is in the middle of the 11
o’clock briefing, the daily White House
press lounge ritual. It is actually al-
ready well past noon.

This is only his second briefing and
' there are some signg that he is nervous.
He wears a blue suit with a red and
black checked tie.

Reporters are askjng some hard ques-
tions about funds and services pre-
vided to former President Nixon, The
questions are harsh and pointed and
punctuated by occasional mumbling
from the ¢rowd when the newspeople
deem the answers unsatisfactory.

Nessen looks down at first, with his
hands in his pockets, and sways back
and forth on his feet. As the briefing
develops he crosses his arms on his
chest. At several points he becomes
annoyed at the cross talk and stops
to ask pointedly: “What was that? What
was that?”

Despite his promises of candor, he
has already fallen into the traditional
answers of the job. “I think we’ll have
an answer for you this afternoon.” “I
can. neither confirm nor denmy that’
“We don’t have anything to announce
in that area today.”

The assessment of Nessen by his
colleagues is that he is, by far, more
cooperative than Ron Ziegler was, that
he does come back with answers when
they are promised.

Some are not flattering in their pro-
fessional assessments of his work as a
newsman. “He never seemed that pug-
nacious a reporter,” said one who
traveled with Nessen when they were
assigned to cover Ford as Vice Presi-
dent. He repeats the rumor that Nes-
sen was not the first choice as a re-
placement for terHorst:

But Tom Brokaw, NBC’s White
House correspondent, and Nessen’s as-
socigte, speaks highly of his abilities.

“F think he’s strong-willed. He has
lcougled that with quite a sense of
humor that is seli-deprecating,” said
Brokaw. “In our brief joint tenure I
found him very easy to get along with
at a time when people were looking
for friction between us.”

Of the appointment of Nessen as
press gecretary: “I think it’s a unique

L > e = Rt k
By Frunk Johnston—The Washington Post

“I don’t feel the press secretary has to agree with every decision the
President, makes.”

form of flattery that someone has
confidence in you personally and pro-
fessionally to handle that.”

Nessen’s liking for Ford was well
known, Brokaw says, but it did not
affect Nessen’s reporting, in his view
Nessen “was very pointe(i in his ques-
tioning and very tough in his re-
porting.”

et ool

On his first day, Nessen had the
massive podium that Ziegler had used
replaced by a lighter type with a sin-
gle thin tubular base, a symbol of his
hoped-for detente with the press.

“1 didn’t detect any special antagon-
ism toward me,” he said after the first
week of briefings.

“In the past five years there has
grown up a certain skepgicism,” he
said. “It’s probably a healthy thing for
the press. Seven days ago I was out
there doing the same thing.

“My plan is to do what I said I was
going to do. Over time I hope people
will begin to undersatnd what I'm
trying to do here.”

Nessen says one of the most pleas-
ant surprises of the job at this point
is the amount of advice that is being
sought from him. He meets with White
House senior advisers every morning
and sees the President before each
press briefing.

“The disadvantage of taking the job
could be that you become closely iden-
tified as a defender and salesman of
a political philosophy.

“I don’t feel the press secretary has
to agree with every decision the Presi-
dent makes,” he said, a significant
difference from terHorst’s positioy.
“He (the President) said to me, ‘If I
can't sell ’em. You can’t sell 'em.’””

TerHorst’s resignation hangs not on-
ly over Nessen, but over the White
House. There are indications that Ford
will be more caréful about putting
Nessen in a position where he could
find himself compromised.

“T have talked to the people here,”

Nessen has said, “and they understand
what was the problem with Jerry
terHorst and I don’t think it will hap-
pen again.”

Whatever Nessen’s integtions, there
are indications that the post will not
be held easily. Only last Monday he
encountered what he called “his rough-
est briefing.” The subject was a Time
magazine column by Hugh Sidey
charging {hat Nixon had offeréd to
“return” the pardon.

“As the President described it to .

me it was just a passing reference
and it wasn’t taken serigusly,” he said,
recouriting the event. But the press
corps _didn’t seem to accept Nessen’s
explanation and questioned  his judg-
ment of the event as a newsman,

Former Johnson administration
press secretary Bill Moyers, recently
wrote of Nessen’s position:

“The reporter in him will tug one
way while the President’s interest tu
another, and he will feel the acu
symptoms of being caught between
President and a press corps both try-
ing to do their duty while his duly
is to serve them both.”

Ron Nessen is one of those rare
native Washingtonians at the Whiite
Housé. He was born here in the dity
in 1934, His parents lived in Shepherd
Park in a house at 14th and Junifper
Streets NW.

Around the corner lived Steve Harly,
who was Franklin D. Roosevelt’s press
secretary, and his children played with
Nesgen, his mother recalls.

“At first we thought he was finter-
ested in theater because he plartici-
pated in all the community [plays,”
she said.

Nessen’s interest in journalism and
broadcast showed up early. “He always
read the papers,” said Mrs. Niessen.
“He bought his own microphome and
set it up in the library and read part
of the newspaper into it.’

“When I was a kid” Nessen re

=

called, “I was an avid fan of radm
news. I remember lls}emng to Lowell
Thomas saying,*This is Lowell Thomas
reporting from the roof of the world
in Lhasa, Tibet,’ and I said that’s what
I wank to do.”

“AlL parents in that era, the Depres-
sion, yvanted their children to be doc-
tors, Jawyers, ete,” said Ida Nessen. “A
couple of friends of ours, who didn't
hayveiany boys, tried to get Ron to go
to lajw school. They said they’d make
him fa partner after he got out.”

Apparently, one of Nessen’s early
charficteristics was an unusual confi-
deq@e about what he was gaing fo do

nd "the offers didn’t seem to sway
hlm; “He would always listen to you
polifely,” said his mother, “and then
go $head and do what he wanted.”

Hig father, Fred, who died two years
agp, was from Boston. He was a
mhgged, athletic man. His mother re-

filled an unusually heavy snowstorm,
;E:lich prompted his ;father to remi-

iscd about skiing in New England.

n chimed up that he had seen three

airs of skis for sale in the want ads.

“Thgy piled into the station wagon
and went looking for the man. I don’t
know Bow they got through that snow
but thgy bought the skis and spent
their time skiing on the hill at Coles-
ville Rpad.”

Durihg Nessen’s first year at Ameri-
can University, he apparently didn’t
find scpool much of a challenge and
he took off for his first job at a 250-
watt radlio station in Martinsburg,
W.Va. After a year there he came back
to Washimgton, tried unsuccessfully to
break into New York and came back
home. !i¢ gventually returned to Ame-
rican Unfgersity and received a B.A.
in Americén History.

His mdbher has a newsclip?of him
working at WARL in Virginia, where
he did a fprogram of what was then
called “h&)iﬂy” music. Nessen was
known as £01d Hickory” Ron Nessen.

One of Messen’s jobs when he came
back was a stint at the Montgomery
County Sefitinel,

His first preak there came when he
went to a lteting of parents opposed
to school i ration and reported that
one of the Fabble-rousers had waved
a gun at the Jneeting.

A UPI eflitor called Nessen and
asked him if he wanted to work for
the wire sefwice. Nessen went over,
but his editghs probably didn't know
he was doing a number of other things.

41 think hq had about four jobs at
the gime,” sald his mother. One of
them was far a collection agency,
which he gavq up, she recalled, “ifter
a dog took a hunk outf of his chest.”

Nessen worked in UPI's Washington
bureau until 1962 when he joined
NBC, covered the White House and
went on to a ments in Vietnam,
where he wag Wwounded by grenade
fragments; \logico; Bangladesh and
Nicaragua

“I was sort of their fireman at
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the Machine

By Linda Wheeler—The Washington Post

Young Hi Song “Cindy” Nessen and 18-month-old Edward.

NBC,” said Nessen. “I always seemed
to get the wars and the earthquakes.”

Nessen had married the former San-
dra Lee Frey in 1955, when he went
to work for the Sentinel. They were
divorced in 1964. They had one daugh-
ter, Caren, now 18. Nessen is reluctant
to talk about that first marriage and
indicates that some bitter feelings re-
main.

He was on assighment in Vietnam
when he met his present wife, Young
Hi Song, a native of Pusan, South
Korea. He calls her “Cindy.”

“I met him in Saigon in 1965,” said
Mrs. Nessen in an\interview at their
Bethesda home. “He was covering the
war and I was touring East Asia as
a singer.”

A Korean cameraman who had seen
Young Hi Song on television intro-
duced her to Nessen. “I thought he
was very handsome when I saw him,”
she said. “I knew he was a very sweet
person. He'd go off to cover the war
for a week and when he wasn’t back
on the day he was supposed to be
back I'd have a terrible feeling and
worry.”

They were both supposed to leave
Vietnam and head in different direc-
tions, but as the romance developed
each of them postponed their depar-
tures until they eventually got mar-
ried.

‘Ton is trying so hard to find tins
to spend with Edward,” the “essens

18-month-old son,” she said. “With
the pressures of the new job, that
hasn’t been easy.” 5

Sinice their marrfage, Mrs. Nessen
has given up her singing, except for
an occassional performance at a prt-
vate party.

She admits that she feels certain
pressures because of her background.
“Just because I'h foreign and this is
such a special job, I'm more self-
conscious about doing the right thing.
If I were Anterican, it wouldn't
matter.”

The new position has had its effects
on Nessen and on his lifestyle. Now
he is picked up and dropped off in

" the evenings by limousine. He used

to make do with one car and a motor-
cycle.

“Cindy wanted the car and I told
her ‘OK,,get me a motorcycle.’ I was
going through my second childhood at
the time,” he laughed. He rode the
tiny Honda 70 to NBC's studios on
Nebraska Avenue NW and later to the
White House. “One of the best invest-
ments we ever made,” he confided.

Nessen’s admirers and detractors
generally believe he has the proper
mental constitution for the job. Said
his mother: “He called me yesterday
and told me not to forget to tell you
how nasty he is He likes to think bf
hmself os a tough guy Actually, he's
just stubborn.’



Says Nessen: ‘We've Got to Be Able to Laugh at Qurselves’

By Lynn Rosellini
Washingion $1ar Staf! Writer

Maybe it doesn't bother him at all. He is sitting, tan-
ned and smiling in gray Raleigh's slacks, with his feet
propped on a lacquered White House coffee table.

*‘Maybe it’s just wishful thinking," Ron Nessen says
casually of the controversy.

*The whole idea of taking the press secretary's tem-
perature every day is a very inside Washington story,”’
Nessen says of the attacks on his credibility.

A lot of people who have worked closely to Nessen
feel he is in big trouble these days: that he is consider-
¢d a Jlability to the President, that he will be out of a
job Uf Ford wins, that nobody in the White House tells
him anything anymore.

But if any of this bothers Nessen, there is no way of
telling now, as he sips coffee from a styrofoam cup in
his office and continues smoothly and coolly. *If you
ﬁcmﬁve miles out of town," he says, “nobody gives a

Bice o

-~ WA T

ting and talking good-naturedly about his second

Just a week earlier, Nessen had been awash with
worry. He had refused to be interviewed at all, and
had told several reporters that the request for an inter-
view was part of a plot to seek "'revenge’ against him,
“Do you know what my pet peeve i8?** he had said.
“It's these guys who talk about me off the record. Who
run me down but are too gutless and chicken to do it to
my face or have their names used."

But now Nessen has changed his mind, and he is sit-
anni-
versary as White House press secretary, which he
celebrated Monday.

Ron Nessen, Nice Guy: a compassionate, unpreten-
tious, low-key, warm-hearted man, thoroughly profes-
|iogd. selfless and well-prepared in his job.

r

Ror; !'\léuen. Bad Guy: an arrogant, petty, deceitful,
classless individual who is one of the most inept presi-
dential press secretaries in recent history.

PR O D —— 3

It all depends on who's talking. Here are a few
glimpses.

The Reporter

It was summer, 1966, and a battalion of the First Air
Cavalry moved slowly along a Vietnamese highway to-
ward operations at Mangyang Pass. One hundred-plus
degree heat shimmered off the road, and occasional
fire from Vielcong snipers sent men scurrying for
cover. But Ron Nessen, a war correspondent for NBC,
had only one thought on his mind.

“How soan before we get there?” Nessen
asked anyone who would listen. *“Let's get up to where
it’s happening.”

‘“He charged about as bard as anybody I knew out

there,”’ said Jack Fern, Nessen's producer in Vietnam.
“'He was a hell of a brave man.”
See NESSEN, B4
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NESSEN

Continued from B-1
Nessen was wounded by grenade
fragments in 1966 and later returned
to Washington,, where his assign-
ments in the next eight years in-
cluded covering Vice President Ger-
ald Ford. But Nessen's performance
in the White House press corps never
matched his reputation as a war
corre . He was considered a
mediocre reporter, a perpetual
second-stringer. ''"None of us ever got
scooped by him,” a reporter recalls.
One former White House press of-
ficc staffer remembers Nessen like
this: “*“Ron was obnoxious as a re-
porter. He seemingly harassed for
the sake of harassing. He was always
being persistent in insignifican_t
things and haggling over little techni-
cal things. "’

The Early Days

On his third day as press secre-
tary, Nessen recalls returning num-
bly to his office after a particularly
acrimonious briefing.

“Was I like that when I was a re-
porter?’” he had asked in awe of
Connie Gerard, a veteran press office
staffer.

*'Yes,"' replied Gerard. ‘‘You
were."’

But Nessen adjusted quickly. Two
former Whitc House press staffers,
Tom deCair and Robert Mead, recall-
ed Nessen characterizing his former
colleagues as **a bunch of dummies™
in the 7:30 a.m. staff meetings in the
days shortly after he became press
secretary.

“He used to sit there in the momn-
ing meetings and tell us how dumb
they were,” said Mead, who resigned
his White House post as television
adviser last month after a dispute
with Nessen. DeCair added: ‘‘Ron
really did a quick flip-flop, and he
liked it. There were certain TV peo-
ple that he would constantly run
down at any opportunity, in a hun:aor-
ous way. But he ran down a variety
of peaple, not just TV people.”

If Nessen considered reporters
**dummies,” the feelings were mutu-
al. And in the hostile atmosphere of
the post-Waterpate press room, re-
porters questioned Nessen relentless-
|}

*'He used to come home at _night
and talk about quitting all the time,*
recalls his wife, Cindy. Mrs. Nessen
says that her husband was ‘"very
thin-skinned'” at first and deeply
troubled over criticism in the press.
But she says he decided not to quit
because “*he didn’t want to look like a
loser.™

The Showman

Cindy Nessen had warned him
against it. “You're nuts to do it, the
way they've been making fun of the
President and all,”” she recalls telling
her husband. **That would make you
a partofit.”

But Nessen had replied: “"We've
got 1o be able to laugh at ourselves.””

So Nessen went ahead and hosted
NBC-TV's Saturday Night Live show
last April. And later, he was report-
edly severely dressed down by White
House officials for his appearance on
the show, which habitually makes fun
of President Fard.

It was not the first time that Nes-
sen's wisecracking penchant for
showmanship got him in trouble. But
the White House press office can
apparently be a stage that is difficult
toresist. . .

When Nessen was at NBC, he re-
called, he didn't even have & secre-
tary. His telephone calls to govern-
meat officials often went unreturned.
But when he went to the White
House, something happened. “I start-
ed realizing that if you push a button
and the secretary picks up and you
say, ‘! want lo"md 30, then you get
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a job where you can get anybody you
want.”

He started realizing other things,
t00. The national news media report-
ed his every public word and action,
the gossip columns chronicled his so-
cial life, and the party invitations —
from the British Embassy, the Ira-
nian Embassy, the Pan American
Union — piled up on his secretary’s
desk. And of course, the celebrities
were everywhere: Robert Redford,
Vicki Carr, Liz Taylor, Candy Ber-
gen. ..

And Ron Nessen loved it all. He
says he doubts now whether he'd
ever return to daily journalism,
though perhaps *‘some form of jour-
nalism.” ""He says that now he's been
on the inside, he knows that all the
information he was getting as a re-
porter was very superficial,” says
Mrs. Nessen. “‘He says that he could
never go back to that, knowing all the
things that go on that reporters are-
n't told about.™

Mrs. Nessen says that her husband
has been talking lately about going
out to Los Angeles 1o work in the
entertainment field. “'He's always
had'this thing about show business

The Flack

It is impossible here to catalogue
the reporters’ complaints. The Vladi-
vostok trip . . . the China trip . . .
the hidden Nixon China report . . .
the Kansas City debacle . . . the
interviews promised but undelivered

Almost nobody in the White House
press corps thinks Nessen is doing
his job. He is inept, misleading and
poorly versed in issues, they say (al-
though they add that the White House
is markedly more open than in the
Nixon days).

**He"'s low on credibility and effec-
tiveness,” said Tom Jarriel of ABC-
TV

':Most reporters around there don't
consider Nessen a heavyweight,"

.said James Deakin of the St. Louis

Post-Dispatch.

“'People don't want to ask ques-
tions of him because they're not terri-
bly confident of the answers.” said
James Naughton of the New York
Times.

*‘When you isolate yourself back
there and take on the senior adviser
role, then you're not doing your job,"
said Bob Schieffer of CBS-TV.

But Nessen's problems are not all
self-made: almost nobody in the
White House apparently tells him
anything anymore. Sources close 1o
Nessen during the past two years de-
scribe the situation like this:

Close presidential advisers like
Melvin Laird considered Nessen a }i-
ability to Ford as early as last year
and felt that he should be fired — an
idea that was eventually abandoned.
Afterall, Jerald F. terHorst had re-
signed the job and a firing would
surely be bad for the White House
image. But former chief of staff Don-
ald Rumsfeld, as well as Henry Kis-
singer, began limiting Nessen's ac-
cess to important policy decisions,
and now Nessen is expected to be out
of a job if Ford wins in November.

Nessen just smiles when this is re-
peated. “"“That's up to the President,””
he says. “'He hasn't said anything to
me asbout it - - "' One senior White
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Ron Nessen
- - . Typical pose.

House official agreed with Nessen
that no problem exists, and Nessen
himself listed his accomplishments:

1. Follow-up questions at News con-
ferences. 2. More personal interviews
by President. 3. Personal reportage
by Nessen on presidential meetings.
4. Televised news conferences with
foreign press. S. Inclusion of local re-
porters in regional news canferences.
6. Increased access for TV in pools.

I am very damn proud of that list
of things I gave you . . ." he said.
**You have to get out of the briefing .
room and away from Phil Jones and
take a look at the real accomplish-
ments of this administration.”

(The name of CBS newsman Phil
Jones, a Nessen antagonist, had not
been mentioned to Nessen.)

The Interview

Sept. 9, 1976: Nessen declines a re-
quest for an interview

Sept. 10: Nessen approaches his
would-be interviewer. who is speak-
ing with newsmen an the White House
press briefing room.

“I'll bet all these guys you're talk-
ing to who are running me down are
talking off the record, right?" he
says. “That really gets me . . . And
you're just going to quote the ones
who are off the record, aren't you?"

Sept. 14-15: Nessen tells three re-
porters that the attempts to interview
him are part of a plot by the editor of
The Star to seek "‘revenge’ against
himself and President Ford because
the newspaper hasn't received as
many presidential interviews as the
Washington Post. Nessen charges
that the editor deliberately chose a
reporter with Democratic family ties
to write a biased story, and claims
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the reporter told a White House staff-
er that she “‘only wanted to know bad
things®® about Ron nessen. He re
peats the story to other White House
staffers.

Sept. 1S: Nessen's wife, Cindy,
lunches with two reporters.

Sept. 18: Nessen agrees to an inter-
view. Afterward, he repeats his earli-
er accusations and concludes that the
newspaper is trying to *"do something
outrageous to build circulation” by
writing about him.

Sept. 21: Nessen uses the White
House switchboard to reach a report-
er at home after 11 p.m. His voice on
the telephone is near-shouting and
shaking with anger. *It's the sleazn-
est kind of journalism I've ever
heard of,’* says Nessen, who has
apparently just learned of his wife's
luncheon meeting with reporters.

For several minutes, Nessen bit-
terly denounces the reporter. He con-
cludes: I gave you the benefit of the
doubt and now I see 1 was wrong.”
Then the phone clicks dead.

Nessen also telephones the news-
paper's White House correspondent
with the same shouted measage,
threatening to bar The Star from
interviewing anyone in the White
House.:

The Nice Guy

He is a friendly figure in jeans and
sandals, strolling through his Bethes-
da neighborhood with his 3-year-old
son, Edward, on his shoulders, or
zooming through the streets with the
boy on the back of his Honda 70.

That is how {riends and neighbors
see Ron Nessen: warm and likable.
‘He's better than a nice man, he's a
concerned man,” says Ford’s speech
coach, Don Penny. Neighbor Betty
Martin says: “He is just a delightful
person.*” Nick Kotz, a friend, calls
Nessen **very low-key, very unpre-
tentious, with a good sense of
humor.” And Kotz' wife, Mary Lynn,
says: ‘He has an almost open-eyed
enthusiasm for whatever he’s doing.™

Nessen, they recall, brought his
wife’'s mother and three brothers to
the U.S. from Korea. He went out of
his way to make newcomer Penny
feel at home in the White House. He
sleeps on the couch in his office over-
night out of dedication to his job. And
just last week, he said with concern
to his secretary, Janice Barbieri, at
the start of a grueling day:

**It's going to be a long day. Do you
have a date tonight?**

*] have tickets to La Scala.”

“Well, we'd better get you out of
here for that**

The attacks on Nessen bother his
friends, who say that his show biz,
wisecracking enthusiasm hurts him
with a press corps that tends to take
itself too seriously. **It doesn’t offend
me at all,”” said one friend, “but I can
see how a reporter could get irritated
at that.”

Barbieri, who works with Nessen

six days s week, put it this way:
**The thing I admire most about him
is that he keeps a sense of humor. He
doesn’t bear grudges . . .”

A Briefing

It usually begins at 11:30 a.m.,
when Nessen takes his place behind
the walnut lectern in the briefing
room, arranges his abundant notes,
sips from a glass of ice water, and
announces the President’s schedule.

Then, for roughly 40 minutes, 50 or
mare members of the White House
press corps argue and press and hag-
gle Nessen in a maunner that would
sting and shake the toughest of men.
Nessen in turn stonewalls and side-
steps. ‘‘It's a ritual we all go
through,” Nessea says. James
Naughton, of the New York Times,
explains the sometimes bitter ques-
tioning this way: “It’s hard to resist
taking cheap shots when you're frus-
trated by the lack of information."™

A sample from the Sept. 3 briefing:

Mr. Nessen: The next campaign
trip will be to Ann Arbor the week of
Sept. 13, probably to the University
of Michigan, and when more details
are ready to be announced we will
have them for you."

Q: Why is thisstill so vague?

A: It's not vague. Look, we've had
his plans arranged and organized for
quite some time. It's our conscious
decision, it's the plan that we believe
is best designed to win this election,
to get across the central theme of this
election which is that the President
ought to be elected . . .

Q: What's the strategy? What is
the strategy ? All I'm saying is you're
vague about the day, you're vague
about the place — ‘“‘probably™
University of Michigan, perhaps dur-
ing the week of —

A: No, 1 didn't say “perhaps.” 1
said “‘the week of."

Q: Ron, what do you mean the cen-
tral theme of the campaign is that the
President ought to be elected? That's
the objective, isn't it?

A: [ didn’t say the central theme. 1
said —

Q: Yes, you did.

A: Whatdid 1 say? E

Q: The central theme was —

A: I didn't mean the theme. 1
meant the objective. The objective of
the campaign is to have the Presi-
dent clected.. . .

re *
The Villgin

Nothing illustrates Ron Nessen's
character more clearly than the Bob
Mead incident, say Nessen's critics.
Mead, President Ford's former tele-
vision adviser, never got along well
with Nesgsen, and two months ago, he
quietly submitted his resignation to
White House chjef of staff Richard B.
Cheney.

Nessen, instead of offering the
usual “we'll-miss-him'* gratuity, bit-

P

terly attacked Mead when ers
telephoned him for reaction. *'It iz no
secret that Mead has been under fire
in the White House for the past six
months,” Nessen told two reporters.
**I had saved him several times but
decided now just to keep hands off.”

Yet two days later, Nessen rehised
in public to own up to the angry re-
marks he had made in private by
telephone thé'day before — even
though the morning papers had
carried a full account. *'He took the
high road, said he didn't want to
talk,'" observed one veteran corre-
spondent. "'Class is not & word any-
body would ever use to describe Ron
Nessen.”

Nessen's detractors describe him
as arrogant, superficial and egotisti-
cal! — a far different picture than
that offered by his friends and neigh-
bors. *‘He's kind of abrasive,” said
Jack Fern, his ex-producer, who
likes Nessen. **His current status has
made him a little pompous. He's not
the most lovable man in the world.”

Bob Mead makes no secret of his
disdain for Nessen. *'He used to lie to
the press,” he said. "He'd want to
punish certain members of the press
corps for stories they'd written.”

Mead says that Neszen used to
take the briefing papers Mead had
prepared for the President and have
them retyped. replacing Mecad’s
name with his own. Aldo Beckman of
the Chicago Tribune recalls that Nes-
sen once removed a tape cartridge
from his recorder and then instructed
a colleague tc tell Beckman he had
lost it.

And almost everybody remembers
the time Nessen publicly lashed out
at Phil Jones of CBS, after Jones had
smiled at Nessen's attempt to answer
a tough question. *'How would you
answer that question if you were
press secretary,” Nessen had asked,
‘*— a job you would dearly love to
have?*

A reporter who has known Nessen
for many years summed up the feel-
ings of many Nessen acquaintances:
*“Ron's gotten to a point where per-
sonal vindictiveness is more impor-
tant than the President's well-
being."

Amen -

One news source familiar with
White House press operations said he
had nothing but sympathy for Ron
Nessen. ‘‘Ron is dealing with a dif-
ficult and tough job . . .* said the
voice on the wire from New York.
**The problems of a press secretary
are ongoing.

**A press secrctary is always going
to have some difficulty. You're neve:
going to please everyone, it's just the
nature of the job . . .”

And then Ron Zeigler declined fur
ther comment.
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IF BEN FRANKLIN WERE
ALIVE TODAY HE WOULD
PRODUCE THE MOST
PROFITABLE, IMAGE
BUILDING, LOCAL
BICENTENNIAL RADIO
PROGRAM AVAILABLE IN
THE U.S.

He’s not alive today . .. But,
we are!

We're the American Legacy ... and
we’'ve produced a highly saleable
sustaining radio feature that even Ben
would envy. It runs the entire duration of
the Bicentennial celebration. The
program starts with a custom jingle,
personalized with your station’s call
letters or slogan. The format continues
with 731 individual vignettes that recreate
with music, character voices, narration
and sound effects the events as they
happened 200 years ago on the air date.
The total program’ runs about 2 minutes.
But . .. we don't stop there. Each month,
you receive our newsletter — “The
Musket” — with information on
Bicentennial events, promotional ideas
for your station and sponsor,
products-premiums-incentives to help
run those promotions, and information on
what other Legacy network stations are
doing. The American Legacy is a market
exclusive and we would like your station
to join the network.

We're reasonably priced and ready to go
to work,

Call, write or wire for more — no obliga-
tion — information.

=
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SUITE 202
345 SOUTH STATE STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84111
PHONE: (801) 532-1776

P. Wheeler, president. Principal in buyer
is Robert E. Davis who owns and man-
ages KWIk(aM) Pocatello, Idaho. Kio
operates full time on 1430 khz with 5 kw,

= KByG(aMm) Big Spring, Tex.: Sold by
Howard County Broadcasting Inc. to
Tentex Broadcasting Inc. for $221,000.
Principals in seller are John H. and Mad-
elyn O. Hicks (46.6% each) who own
KLvI(AM) and kBPO(FM) Beaumont, Tex.,
and have interests in KLUF(aM) Lufkin,
KRRV(AM) Sherman and KLAR(AM) Lare-
do, all Texas. Principals in buyer, which
owns KTFs{(AM) Texarkana, Tex., are
Hugh D. Frizzell, president (33.3%), and
Robert Williams Jr., treasurer (33.3%).
KBYG is on 1400 khz with 1 kw day and
250 w night.

= WwrL(aM) Clermont, Fla.: Sold by J.
Olin Tice Sr. and Jr., to Leisure Time
Communications Inc. for $165,000. Sell-
ers also own wcay(am) Cayce, S.C. Prin-
cipals in buyer are Joseph F. Mclnerney,
Henry A. Berliner Jr.,, and Richard M.
Messina (one-third each), who also own
wpMmv(aM) Pocomoke City, Md., and
WIVI-FM St. Croix, Virgin Islands, and
have contracted to buy XGLR-FM Reno
(see below). WwFL is on 1340 khz with
1 kw day and 250 w night during spe-
cialized hours.

= KGLR-FM Reno: 80% interest sold by
Pendor Communications to Leisure Time
Communications Inc. for $128,000. Prin-
cipals in seller are Philip D. and Penny
Doersam. Mr. Doersam will continue as
station’s general manager and Mrs. Doer-
sam as sales manager and together will
retain 20%. Principals in buyer are Jo-
seph F. McInerney, Henry A. Berliner
Jr., and Richard M. Messina (see above).
KGLR-FM is on 105.7 mhz with 31 kw
and antenna 390 feet below average ter-
rain. Broker: Blackburn & Co.

Approved

The following transfers of station owner-
ship were approved last week by the FCC
(for other FCC activities, see page 71):

= Kauz-Tv Wichita Falls, Tex.: Sold by
Bass Brothers Telecasters Inc. to Wichita
Falls Telecasters for $4,250,000. Parent
of seller, Bass Brothers Enterprises Inc.,
owns KDNT-AM-FM Denton, Tex., WSLC-
(AM)-wsLQ(FM) Roanoke, Va., and has
48.42% interest in KFDW-TV Clovis,
N.M., kFpo-TvV Sayre, Okla., and KFDA-
Tv Amarillo, Tex. Buyer is partnership
of Wichita Falls Television Inc. (80%)
and White Fuel Corp. (20% ). Wichita
Falls TV is new company headed by
William Hobbs, president, who is general
manager of KAUZ-Tv, Principal in White
Fuel is W. Erle White, president (49%),
who also owns KGAF-AM-FM Gainesville,
and xorRc(AM) Mineral Wells, both Tex-
as. Kavuz-Tv is CBS affiliate on ch. 6 with
100 kw visual and 20 kw aural and an-
tenna 1,020 feet above average terrain.

® QOther sales approved last week include:

KNLT(FM) Truckee, Calif.; XKFTM-AM-FM

Fort Morgan, Colo.; KCHI-AM-FM Chilli-

cothe, Mo.; wcTM-FM Eaton, Ohio;

wezL(FM) Charleston, S.C., and WBRY-

SAM)] Woodbury, Tenn, See page 71 for
etails.
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Broadcast Journalisme

Man in the News

A little over two weeks ago, Presi-
dent Gerald Ford reached again
into the ranks of Washington jour-
nalists to find a news secretary—
and came up with a broadcast news-
man. For 40-year-old Ron Nessen,
it meant a fast and hard lesson in
what it means to function between
the rock of the Presidency and the
hard place of the profession he left
behind.

Back in January 1965, when Vietnam
was the big story, the NBC press-rela-
tions department put out a picture of
one of its correspondents, 32-year-old
Ron Nessen, in action over there.
Dressed in fatigues and lying in a water-
filled hole scratched out of the dirt and
reeds, he was talking into portable tape
recorder, apparently describing action at
which he seemed to be peering. A Holly-
wood view of the television war corres-
pondent at work, it seemed. About 18
months later, reality intruded into the
picture. Grenade fragments entered his
chest and punctured a lung as Mr. Nessen
covered a battle between the 101st Air-
borne and North Vietnamese troops in
the Central Highlands.

Two weeks ago, President Ford had
just announced Mr. Nessen’s appoint-
ment as White House news secretary, and
Mr. Nessen, now 40, was describing his
vision of the job in a statement in the
White House briefing room. His role was
to get the news out, and he would never
lie or ‘mislead his former colleagues. A
veteran newsman’s view of a news secre-’
tary’s job, it scemed. Eleven days later,
some of his former colleagues were ques-
tioning his integrity; reality had intruded
again.

The question of Mr. Nessen’s integrity
had arisen over his reporting of a tele-
phone conversation between former Presi-
dent Nixon and President Ford. Mr.
Nessen had said that the former President
made “a passing reference” to the pub-
lic reaction to the presidential pardon
he had received. But it was not until
Hugh Sidey’s column appeared in Time
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last week that the world learned that the
former President had offered to return
the pardon.

Why hadn’t Mr. Nessen volunteered
that information, the reporters wanted to
know, at the news briefing on Monday?
Didn’t he, as a former reporter, realize
the newsworthiness of the offer? “You
said,” one reported recalled, “you
wouldn’t mislead us.”

Mr. Nessen, who despite a reputation
for being short-tempered has thus far at
least demonstrated considerable coolness
in his new job, did not spend much time
brooding on the challenge to his integrity.
Back in his office in the west wing of the
White House, near the President’s, a few
hours after the confrontation, he seemed
more concerned with getting on top of
new responsibilities, which were greater
than he expected.

Asked how he felt, he said: “Almost
whipped. I leave the house at 7 a.m,,
read the papers in the car coming down,
eat breakfast in the office-—at that table
over there—lunch, too, and get home at
8:30 or 9 p.m. And I have one or one
and a half hours of work to do at night.
Yesterday [Sunday] I had the first half
day off since I took the job. The Presi-
dent was visiting his wife at the hospital,
so I asked if I could take some time
off if he didn’t need me.”

Mr. Nessen, who lives in suburban
Bethesda, Md., took his wife, the former
Young Hi Song, a native of Korea, and
their 18-month-old son, to the park. (An
18-year-old daughter by an earlier mar-
riage is at the University of Iowa.) How-
ever, it was not long before the beeper
paging unit he wears began sounding
off; his office said he was in demand.
The Sidey piece was circulating, and
correspondents wanted clarification and
comment. i

Mr. Nessen sees his job, like Gaul,
divided into three parts. The most visi-
ble part of it is the daily 11 a.m. (or
later) news briefing, for which he spends
about four hours preparing, some of that
time in conference with the President. He
is also a presidential adviser, consulting
on such matters as how various actions or
decisions should be announced. And,
finally, there is the part that would terrify
most men who had never had to worry
about administering the work output of
a larger group than that consisting of him-
self, a cameraman and a soundman—
administration. He found he was the boss
of a 45-member staff. There is also the
usual harvest of daily problems and the
time spent talking to reporters.

“But there are compensations,” he
says of the heavy load. “It’s very interest-
ing, very exciting to be on the inside, to
see how the White House works.”

As for the sharp and hostile question-
ing that morning, he said he did not
expect favored treatment. “I wouldn’t let
up if I were in their position,” he said.
“It’s the legacy of five years. I wouldn’t
give anyone the benefit of the doubt. I
would hope they’ll do their job, and I
hope that after seeing me for a while,
they’ll believe what I said about not
lying.”

Mr. Nessen’s defense of his handling
of the Nixon-Ford telephone conversa-

tion was that the offer was not con-
sidered to be a serious one. But probably
more important was the policy reason he
gave: “I didn’t feel I should paraphrase
or quote observations between the Presi-
dent and the former President.”

Thus, he was demonstrating the ac-
curacy of an observation that Bill Moyers,
one of the former presidential news sec-
retaries on whom Mr. Nessen has said
he would try to model himself in his
new role (Pierre Salinger and Jerald F.
terHorst, his immediate predecessor,
were the others) made in a column in
Newsweek: “The reporter in him [Mr.
Nessen], will tug one way while the
President’s interest will tug another, and
he will feel the acute symptoms of being
caught between a President and press
corps both trying to do their duty while
his duty is to serve them both.”

White House reporters generally say
it is too. early to. pass judgment on the
kind of job Mr. Nessen is doing as news
secretary. What concerns some of them,
however, is Mr. Nessen’s degree of access
to the President and other sources of in-
formation. Mr. Nessen has said he has
been assured he will be kept fully in-
formed. But ABC’s Tom Jarriel says he
won’t be comfortable until Mr. Nessen’s
name stops showing up every day on the
President’s list of appointments. “I would
like to know Nessen does not need an
appointment to see the President.” As of
now, he does not have that kind of ac-
cess to the Oval Office.

Another correspondent, who otherwise
speaks well of Mr. Nessen, says: “The
question to be answered is how much
depth does Nessen have; he lacks ter-
Horst’s background and experience. Of
course,” the correspondent added, “we
don’t know how much depth you need
to be a press secretary to Jerry Ford.”

The feelings among White House re-
porters concerning Mr. Nessen person-
ally appear to be mixed. Some network
correspondents who have known him
over the years are generous in their com-
ments. They say he was a “good” re-
porter, “solid,” “easy to get along with.”
Then there are those who, as one veteran
correspondent put it, feel that “public-
relationswise, the Nessen appointment
was a mistake,” that Mr. Nessen has been
something of an “opportunist.” In part,
at least, some correspondents suggest,
that feeling stems from jealousy and re-
sentment, for the White House press
corps is not without its prima donnas.
And Mr. Nessen, despite almost 20 years
in journalism, was not an established
member of the White House press corps.

But the publicity Mr. Nessen received
in connection with the party at his home
that President and Mrs. Ford attended
(BROADCASTING, Sept. 2) did nothing to
improve Mr. Nessen’s popularity with
his colleagues. For while the party was
conceived as one to be given by and for
all the reporters who had covered then-
Vice President Ford in his travels aboard
Air Force Two, some of them felt it
emerged in the public mind as the Ron
Nessen party. Nor did Mr. Nessen’s
former traveling companions appreciate
the presence at the party of Mr. Nessen’s
NBC colleagues—John Chancellor, an-
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Country’s Largest
Sports Film Library

Plus Additional Shows

“Championship Bowling,” the most suc-
cessful syndicated sports series in TV
history, features the country’s top bowlers
—52 one-hour shows in color, also 26
half-hours in color; plus 312 hour shows
in B/W. “Championship Bridge”—the
only series of its kind ever made, features
the world’s greatest players plus Charles
Goren as commentator, 78 half-hours in
B/W, excellent production. “World Fa-
mous Hunting and Fishing”—39 half-
hours in color. “Championship Racing”
—a variety of racing shows—auto, motor-
cycle and boat—showing some of the
outstanding events from all over the
world—26 half-hours in color.

“Win with the Stars”—a musical game
show hosted by Allen Ludden. The stars
and their contestant partners vie téam-
against-team to identify properly songs
that are played. The programs are con-
structed in such a manner that the viewer
at home can participate and win awards
—52 half-hours in color, video tape.
“The Wonder Circus”—we have in our
inventory a Special that might be unique.
This is a one-hour program entitled “The
Wonder Circus™; and it is probably the
most expensive and the finest circus film
ever made in TV historv.

All films offered at real liquidation prices.
Phone—312/828-9422

chorman for the Nightly News; Lester M.
Crystal, executive producer of that pro-
gram, and White House correspondent
Tom Brokaw.

There seems little resentment over the
fact that Mr. Ford picked a broadcast
journalist for his news secretary. Times
have changed since President Truman
tried it with Cox Broadcasting’s J. Leo-
nard Reinsch. (That appointment—
which was neither sought nor made
known to Mr. Reinsch before the Presi-
dent announced it—lasted about as long
as it took the newspaper reporters to
clear their throats and emit howls of
protest.) Indeed, UPI's Helen Thomas
even feels Mr. Nessen is entitled to a
“honeymoon period.”

But changing times aside, Mr. Nes-
sen’s experience as a journalist is rich
and varied. As a native of Washington,
D.C., his first media jobs were in small-
town radio and newspaper work in the
region——wePM (AM ) Martinsburg, W. Va.,
WAVA(AM) (then warL) Arlington, Va.,
and the Montgomery County Sentinel, a
weekly, in Rockville, Md. Then he was a
Washington correspondent for UPI for
five years before hooking oh with NBC
News in 1962.

If he did not become ohe of the net-
work’s superstars, Mr. Nessen drew the
kind of assignments journalism students
fantasize about. There were wars in Viet-
nam (five tours there), Bangla Desh,
Biafra, and the Congo; the antiarheri-
can riots in Panama, the track of Che
Guevara in Bolivia, a tribal uprising in
Borneo. In addition, he covered the White
House in the early Johnson years and,
over the mnext decade, the presidential
campaigns of Président Johnson, Richard
Nixon and George Wallace, the vice
presidential campaign of Sargent Shriver.
He was a member of the NBC News
teams that reported from the Democratic
and Republican conventions of 1964,
1968 and 1972. And he anchored NBC’s
coverage of the shooting of Governor
Wallace in Laurel, Md., in 1972, and
helped cover the investigation and resig-
nation of Vice President Spiro T. Agnew.

It was Mr. Agnew’s fall that con-
tributed to Mr. Nessen’s rise. For when
Representative Gerald Ford of Michi-
gan emerged as Mr. Agnew’s successor,
Mr. Nessen was assigned to cover him.
He was there for the nomination, for
the confirmation, hearings and for the
inauguration of the new Vice President.
And when Mr. Ford became President,
Mr. Nessen went back on the White
House beat.

President Ford has said that in the
many hours he spent aboard Air Force
Two with Mr. Nessen, he came to re-
spect him for his “skill and objectivity”
as a reporter, and to “enjoy his com-
pany.” So when Mr. terHorst quit as
Mr. Ford’s first news secretary over the
Nixon pardon and went back to the
Detroit News, Mr. Nessen’s name was
among those that came to the presi-
dential mind as a possible successor,

One of the questions that Mr. Nessen
was asked when he appeared with the
President in the White House briefing
room for the announcement of his new
job was why he was leaving journalism
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to become news secretary. “I’'m interested
in being a participant in events as well
as an observer,” he said. Last week, the
fire he took in briefing his former col-
leagues indicated he had indeed become
a participant in events.

FOI compromises may
not satisfy Ford

Conferees alter bill in attempt
to meet President’s objections

A compromise on legislation to strength-
en the Freedom of Information Act has
been reached in a House-Senate confer-
ence, but faces a veto threat from Presi-
dent Ford. The legislation, intended to
make it easier and léss costly to gain
access to government documents and
files under the 1966 Aact, repassed the
Senate last Tuesday and was expected to
pass the House late last week or this
week.

There is a division of opinion within
the executive branch over whether the
President should veto the package, ac-
cording to a Senate aide who participated
in its drafting. Earlier, in an exchange of
letters with the conferees, the President
said he objected to a provision placing
the burden of proof on the government
to satisfy a court that a document has
been properly classified because it con-
cerns military or intelligence secrets.

Said Mr. Ford: “My great respect for
the courts does not prevent me from
observing that they do not ordinarily have
the background and expertise to gauge
the ramifications that a release of a docu-
ment may have upon our national se-
curity.”

The conferees attempted to soften the
impact of the section with an explanation
in the conference report, but it is un-
certain whether this satisfied Mr, Ford.

Investigatory files for law enforcement
purposes, exempt from mandatory dis-
closure under the present act, would be
required to be disclosed under the new
legislation with a few exceptions. One of
those was added in response to another
objection from President Ford, permit-
ting the withholding of information given
by a confidential source in a criminal in-
vestigation.

In response to another objection from
the President, the conferees agreed to
soften a Senate provision which would
have permitted courts to suspend or
otherwise penalize federal employees
found to have withheld documents with-
out reasonable basis in law. Instead, the
compromise provides that the Civil Serv-
ice Commission shall discipline such em-
ployees.

T
Shield protects Farr

A California state judge ruled last week
that reporter William Farr could not be
held in contempt of court for refusing to
answer questions in the perjury trial of
a lawyer who had been the prosecutor
in the 1970 Manson murder trial. The
judge ruled that Mr. Farr was protected
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WAS;?ggggg)(UPl) -- PRESIDENT FORD TODAY PERSONALLY ANNOUNCED THE

APPOINTMENT OF VETERAN NBC-TV CORRESPONDENT RON NESSEN AS WHITE HOUSE

PRE?%RgEggggaggiD IT AS A "VERY, VERY PLEASING ANNOUNCMENT™ AND SAID

NESSEN WOULD HAVE HIS FULL SUPPORT. OUSE PRESS CORP, NESSEN
# VER KNOWINGLY LIE TO THE WHITE H ’
SAIDIAglggRgESTOOD BY HIS SIDE. "1 WILL NEVER KNOWINGLY MISLEAD THE |

WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORP.™ A i g
EN. 4. SUCCEEDS J.F. TERHORST, WHO R :
FORgEgiﬂnéuso'ronnzn PRESIDENT NIXON. NESSEN ALSO BECAME THE FIRST

NETWORK TELEVISION NEWS CORRESPONDENT EVER TO BE NAMED AS THE

PERMANENT PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY.
UPI @9-28 #2324 PED

Nog5
R

FORD-PRESS SECRETARY (TOPS 6)
BY GAYLORD SHAW

WASHINGTON (AP) -- PRESIDENT FORD PERSONALLY INTRODUCED FORMER NBC
CORRESPONDENT RON NESSEN AS HIS PRESS SECRETARY TODAY. NESSEN
PROMISED NEVER TO KNOWINGLY MISLEAD OR LIE TO WHITE HOUSE REPORTERS.

NESSEN, 48, TOLD NEWSMEN AS FORD STOOD BESIDE HIM THAT IN HIS VIEW
''A PRESS SECRETARY DOESN'T ALWAYS HAVE TO AGREE WITH THE
PRESIDENT. "’

THIS WAS AN INDIRECT REFERENCE TO THE RESIGNATION SEPT. 8 OF FORD'S
FIRST PRESS SECRETARY, J.F. TERHORST, WHO QUIT IN PROTEST AGAINST
THE PARDON FOR FORMER PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON. 3

NESSEN SAID, "'1 DON'T EXPECT TO BE A SALESMAN FOR THE PRESIDENT®’
BUT RATHER WORK TO GET OUT AS MUCH WHITE HOUSE NEWS AS POSSIBLE TO
THE PEOPLE.

DESCRIBING HIMSELF AS APOLITICAL, HE SAID HE LAST VOTED FOR
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY IN 196@.

NESSEN WAS ASSIGNED TO NBC'S WHITE HOUSE STAFF WHEN FORD SUCCEEDED
NIXON ON AUG. 9.

@9-20-74 14:14EDT
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Hired popguns. Some influential members and executives
of National Association of Broadcasters are wondering
whether NAB got its money’s worth when it hired two
celebrity-type economists, Eliot Janeway and Robert Na-
than, to testify against pay cable siphoning at FCC hearings
last week (see page 19). Consensus was that both fumbled
questions, were inadequately prepared. There’s no official
word on size of fees NAB paid, but one report put Mr..
Janeway’s price at $4,000 to $5,000.

Intramurals. FCC could find itself in another U.S. vs.
FCC court appeal if it does not get tough in current rule-
making aimed at breaking up concentrations of media con-
trol in individual markets. Department of Justice’s anti-
trust division has urged commission to adopt rule requiring
across-board breakup of commonly owned newspapers and
television stations. And Bruce Wilson, deputy assistant at-
torney general for antitrust, says that court appeal is op-
tion available to division if commission adopts rule division
considers inadequate.- He has also been telling broadcaster
groups that department is serious about concentration-of-
control issue, as number of petitions to deny it has.filed
against newspaper-owned broadcast stations attest.

"However, FCC is.expected to adopt rule far short of one
Justice has proposed; it would ban creation of future news-
" paper-television combinations and move to break up only
eight or nine existing combinations that appear to repre- -
sent particularly serious concentrations of control (Broad-
casting, Sept. 23). Last time Justice took commission to
court was in 1967, when it appealed commission’s approv-
al of ITT takeover of ABC. That merger died while court
was still considering case (Broadcasting, Jan. 8, 1968).

Foster plan. Barring unforeseen, David Foster will continue
in presidency of National Cable Television Association at *
least until mid-1977. It’s confidently forecast that NCTA

board will give Mr. Foster vote of confidence by extending
his contract, which would have expired next June, for two
years. Base pay, now $75,000, goes to $80,000 for first
year and to $85,000 for second. Mr. Foster had notified
NCTA’s 27-member board of his desire for longer term
(Broadcasting, Sept. 23).

Build-up. Radio Advertising Bureau has developed five-part
“Radio Growth Plan ’75” that it hopes will help turn com-
ing year into good one for radio, and is going to let RAB
members know about it on instaliment plan. First mailing,
going out this week, describes expansion into selling region-
al advertisers. Among plans: creation of some nine or 10
regional sales councils of broadcasters to help RAB identify
best regional sales targets, assignment of RAB regional field
managers to sell them.

Other phases of “Growth Plan," to be mailed at approxx~
mately weekly intervals, deal with co-op advertising, nation-
al advertising, sales research and local sales-development
techniques. Despite slumpy economic outlook, RAB offi-
cials expect 1975 to be growth year for radio, point out

that some of radio’s best features — low cost, wide reach,

flexibility in use — take on new attraction when times are
tight. They also say they’ll make copies of “Growth Plan™
available to RAB nonmembers as well as members.

More talk than action. All three networks have rejected
theatrical movie, “Carnal Knowledge™ (1971), which has
been box-office hit ($13 million gross in U.S. and Canada
alone) though object of obscenity prosecutions in some lo-
cations. Top official of Avco Embassy Pictures (which dis-
tributed film) says: “The TV censors are 10 years behind
the American public.” Embassy offered to rewrite and re-
dub some of rougher dialogue, but networks said no be-
cause, in words of one official, “the whole thrust of the
picture is sex.” Avco EmBaay official asserts that nothing
in “Carnal Knowledge” is as graphic as gang-rape scene
ie,{*Born Innocent” on NBC last.

ey

Association of-Broadcasters of-
body”” on pay cable’s side used.-
ing up pro-pay comment. Letter; .
othy Height, president of Nation-

ficials are alleging ‘“‘so
questionable tactics in’
ostensibly signed by

Natural. Ron Nessen, 32-year-old former NBC newsman
who took over as President Ford’s news secretary last
month, may still be on trial before working reporters on
White House beat, but he’s made hit with staff he inherited,
One highly placed staffer (among 45) reports that Mr. Nes-
sen is “take-charge guy’ and standout administrator.

Though story of how Mr. Nessen was selected to suc--
ceed J.F. terHorst as news secretary has been told (Broad-
casting, Oct. 7), new aspect that has just emerged is that
while Vice Presideni, Mr. Ford was impressed with incisive
questioning by Mr. Nessen, then correspondent assigned to
cover Vice Presidency, and especially with follow-up ques-
tions Mr. Nessen asked. President Ford, since Mr. Nessen's
appointment, has allowed follow-ups, which predecessors
had avoided.

Write now. Direct marketif§ig on television, fast-growing ses-
ment of industry, is reported to have gained another adher-
ent — Mattel Toy Co., Halthorne, Calif., which invests
more than $15 million a yf§ar in medium. Mattel, through
Telespond, Chicago, is saidfito be preparing its first direct~

i ak shortly, in time for Christ-

Anderson .tapes. Jack Anderson, nationally syndicated Wash- |
ington columnist, and his staff will appear in weekly half-
hour syndicated talk show featuring show business and poli-
tical guests plus taped segments from around U.S. The Jack
Anderson Show, produced by The Chicago Group, three-
member team of independent producers, tapes first of 26
programs next month and is expected to be on air by
mid-January. Show will originate in WasRington with rough-
ly 315,000 weekly budget, producers say. Hopes are to
place it on 50 stations by end of 13 weeks.

Broadecasting is published 51 Mo & yoar (combined isswe at yesrend) by Broadcuﬂny Publlcaﬂom Inc., 1735 DeSaiss Street, N.W., Wsshington, D.C.
20038. Second-class postage paid sshington. Single issues $1. Subscriptions: one year $25, two years 348, ‘three years $60. Add $52 ly for speciel de--
livery. $85 for air mail, 34 for Canm $8 for all other countriss. Subscriber's occupation required. Annually: Broadcasting Yearbook 31750 & Sourcebook $10.
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY

DATE
Ron Nessen
Please
Draft reply for my signature. y Phone me.
Reply your signature. Return to me with your
comments or
For your information. recommendations.
‘For suitable action. See me.
Note and return. Approval.
For signature. Budget Data.
File.
REMARKS:

I guess this is abt as far as
my mail budget goes for
nonNBC employees.

Josenh Derby
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Assoclated Press ‘riter

VASHILGTON b = Iresident pard’s new press secrc tary Ron Nessen,
& veteran televislon correspondent, has taken over the job with
rrorigses to get as much news as possidble from the hite House to the
American people. :

He has mromised not to knowingly migslead ar lie to the Thite House
ress corps and says he sees no reason why a press secretary and the
rress should te antagonists.

.The 4(~yezr-o0ld .essen, who has been with the national Eroadcasting
Co. since 1962 and has covered presidential campaigns for 15 years,
stepped into the %42,5CC a jear Job left vacant ty the resiznation 12
days ago of veteran Letrolit newspaperiman Jerald s. terHoarst.

rerdarst quit as a 'atter of conscilence because he said he did not
agree with the pardon of former Eresident Richard xe. Lizxon and
because he felt he had not been fuily informed of actions sord was
vlanning to take.

sersonally introducing .essen to the press in the Thite Jouse
triefing roor on friday, :ard promised bim ‘‘my full backing and
suppoar t.??

nessen sald be has been promised that he will be kept infarmed of
what is goinz on in the-rthite House.

i€ gave these views of his new Jjoti

-He will not te a salesman for the ¥resident. %I am not zoinz to
ty to sell his prosrams to you.®?

-His Job is to repart the actions of the President, why they were
tdken and bhow they were arrived at. ‘L press secretary doeé not
wlways have ‘to agree with the decisions of the President.??

~He 1s *‘apolitical,?? and the lest time he voted was in 1360 for

John :. Lénnedy. “‘Other thon that, I have no a ‘1lizstion with any

rolitical party.?®®
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Néé:;.en, ROWE o &+ cd dioed then Ror o iwas:vice president, made ‘some 57
trips, c’zovering mar e than 10C, G(( miles, with .ord. uhen yord became
mresiicnt, .essen was wssizned as the netwark?’s Thite House
carespondent.

In taking over his new job, he sterted out by saying:

‘I hope the .hite House press corps is ready for another Rone I am
a Eon, but not a Ziegler, I cun tell you that,®® he sald, referring
to sixon’s press secretary, Ronald L. Zilegler, who lost his
creditility with the mwess over the watergate afailr.

sessen pledgeds *°I will never knowingly lie to the Lhite House
Iress carps. I will never knowingly m slead the Lhite House press
carpse And, I think, 1f I ever do you would be justified in
ques tioning ny continued usefullness in this Job.??

CC2earl 09-21
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WASHINGTON, SEPT 20, REUTER - PRESIDENT FORD TODAY
PERSONALLY ANHOUNCED TO THE WMITE HOUSE PRESS CORPS TIE
APPOINTMENT OF NBC CORRESPONDENT RO!N NISSEN TO °F HIS PRESS
SECRETARY , REPLACING JERALD TIRUORST , UHO RESIGNED AFTER
DNTH ON THE JOB.

MR. FORD TOLD REPORTERS THAT HE LAD GOTTER TO IGIOV il .
MESSEN WHEN THE NBC CO.RESPO.DENT WAS ASSIGNZD TO COVER HIMl AS
VICE PRESIDENT AND THZ TWO TRAVELID SONE 110,000 (1ILES
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES Ofl SPEAKING TRIPS.

"ME ADDED TIAT HE ADNMIRED NR. NESSZ”'S SKILL Al
(BJECTIVITY AS A REPORTER AKD UAS IPRZSSED DY HIS OVEIRALL /0
APPROACH TO PRESIDENTIAL PROBLIIIS. t /
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[IR. TERHORST , WHO HAD BEEWM THE WASHINGTOMN BUREZAU CHIEF FO:
THE DETROIT NEVS AND iR« FORD °S FIRST APPOINTIENT AS
FRESIDENT , RESIGRED' AS PRESS SECRETARY WHEN THE PRESIDENT
ANHNOUNCED THAT !IE HAD GRANTZID A FULL PARDO! Tb FOR.IER
PRESIDENT HIXov.

. MR. TERHORST SAID !E DISAGREED 0N PRIICIPL: WITH TIEZ
PARDON A!ND ALGO [IAD BEED {IISLED BY P.ESIDINTIAL AIDES INTO
BELIEVING THAT A PARDON YAS IOT BZI!G CONSIDIRLD, Al
SUBSEQUENTLY HAD MISLED REPORTERS 'HO EAZLIER HAD ASKED ABOUT
THE POSSIBILITY OF A PALDON.

MfR. NESSEWN, 40, TOLD THE REPORTERS Ifl THE PRESS HOOH,
"1 WILL HEVER KNOWINGLY LIE OR MISLEAD AID IF I EVER DO, YOU
WOULD BE JUSTIFIED IMN CUZSTIOHING (1Y USZFULNISC IN THE JOBL™

IE SAID TIAT !I HNAD SPOKI!! TO PREJCIDENTIAL AIDES AMD TO THE
PRESIDENT !IJISELF AND HAD BEE!! ASSURED TIAT LZ YOULD BE KEPT
FULLY INFORIED OF ALL VHITE HOUSC ACTIVITICS. IE SAID THIS
ASSURANCE WAS NIEDED IF LI WAS TO bl ACLE TO FULFILL IS JOD

PROPERLY . ¥ = \\\\*
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. NESSEN SAID THAT IN KIS JOB HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO AR

EMULATE THE GOOD HUMOR OF PIERRE SALINGER, WHO WAS PRESIDENT
JOHN KENNEDY'S PRESS SECRETARY, AND THE KNOWLEDGE AND MODESTY
OF BILL MOYERS, WHO WAS PRESS SECRETARY TO'PRESIDENT LYNDON
JOHNSON AND WHO EARNED THE RESPECT GIVEN BY REPORTERS TO MR.
TERHORST.

IN AN ALLUSION TO FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON'S PRESS SECRETARY,
RONALD ZIEGLER, MR. NESSEN SAID, "I AM A RON, BUT NOT A
ZIEGLER." °

MR. ZIEGLER WAS SCORED BY MANY REPORTERS WHO FELT HE HAD
LIED TO THEM,

MR. NESSEN HAD WORKED FOR UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL NEWS
AGENCY IN WASHINGTON FROM 1956 TO 1962, WHEN HE JOINED NBC,
FIﬁST AS WHITE HOQSE CORRESPONDENT AND THEN LATER IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA, WHERE HE WAS WOUNDED BY A GRENADE FRAGMENT.

IN 1966 HE WAS REASSIGNED TO NEW YORX, AND THE FOLLOWING
YEAR HAD FOREIGN ASSIGNMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA, ASIA, AFRICA AND
EUROPE, RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES TO COVER THE 1968
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, - 1

HE DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS A POLITICAL INDEPENDENT AND SAID
THAT HE WAS ASHAMED TO ADMIT IT BUT, THE LAST TIME HE VOTED WAS
IN 1960, WHEN HE SUPPORTED PRESIDENT KENNEDY,

REUTER 1428
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URGENT S

1ST DAY LD 031

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD TODAY PERSOM\LLY ANNOUNCED THE
APPOINTMENT OF VETERAN NBC-TV CORRESPONDENT RON NESSEN AS WHITE HOUSE
PRESS SECRETARY.

’ FORD DESCRIBED IT AS A “VERY, VERY PLEASING ANNOUNCMENT™ AND SAID
NESSEN WOULD HAVE KIS FULL SUPPORT. '

*I WILL NEVER KNOWINGLY LIE TO THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORP," NESSEN
SAID AS FORD STOOD BY HIS SIDE. "I WILL NEVER KNOWINGLY MISLEAD THE
VHITE HOUSE PRESS CORP."

NESSEN, 40, SUCCEEDS J.F. TERHORST, WHO RESIGNED SEPT. 8 AFTER
FORD PARDONED FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON. NESSEN ALSO BECAME THE FIRST
NETWORK TELEVISION NEWS CORRESPONDENT EVER TO BE MAMED AS THE
PERM\NENT PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY.

PICKUP 5TH PGH 031A3 A NATIVE
UPI 09-20 02:22 PED
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By GAYLQRRL SHa
sssoclated Press Writer

LaSdIaeT0L sk - resident sard personally introluced
farwer NBC carrespondent Ron Kessen as his press secretary today.
UDessen promised never to Xnowingly wislead a lie to Lhite
House repor ters.

Nessen, 4C, t0ld newsmen as fard stood beside bim that in his
view ‘& press secr etary doecgn®t always bhave to agree with
the pres id‘:ent. 9

This wag an indirect reference to the resignation Sept.e 8 of
«ad’s first rress secretary, J, i terHorst, who quit in
rrotest againgt the pardon far farmwer Fresident Richard
iz on.

Nessen said, °‘I don’t expect to be a galesman for the
.Er-esident” but rather work to get out as much White House news
é4s posslble to the people.

Lesceriblng bimself as apolitical, he said
be lagt voted fa fresident John F. Kennedy in 196C.

Nessen was assigned to LEC’s white House staff when Farad
succeeded LKixon on aug. 9. .

He Hed fraveled 6th geat htss
cb2l0ped sept 20
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WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PROMISING NEVER TO "KNOWINGLY LIE," VETERAN

NBC-TV CORRESPONDENT RON NESSEN FRIDAY WAS APPOINTED WHITE HOUSE
PRESS SECRETARY -~ THE SECOND NEWSM\N TO HOLD THAT JOB IN PRESIDENT
FORD'S BRIEF TENURE.

FORD PERSOMVLLY DELIEVED WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE "VERY, VERY
PLEASING ANNOUNCEMENT® OF NESSEN'S APPOINTMENT. "HE HAS MY FULL
BACKING AND SUPPORT," THE PRESIDENT SAID. |, ,

NESSEN, 40, A ONE-TIME DISC JOCKEY?HO JOINED NBC IN 1962 AFTER
WORKING FOR UNITED PRESS INTERMATIOML FOR SIX YEARS, FILLS THE
$42,500 A YEAR JOB WHICH WAS VACATED SEPTe 8 WHEN JoF. TERHORST
RESIGNED IN A FLAP OVER THE PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT RICHARD M.
NIXON. TERHORST MAS RETURNED TO A JOB WITH THE DETROIT NEWS.

*I WILL NEVER KNOWINGLY LIE TO THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORPS,"
NESSEN SAID, RECALLING COMPLAINTS ANMONG THE PRESS CORPS ABOUT
MISLEADING INFORMATION IT RECEIVED DURING NIXON'S ADMINISTRATION. "I
WILL NEVER KNOVWINGLY MISLEAD THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORPS. I DON'T
THINK WE ARE MATURAL ATAGONISTS."
 NESSENy A MATIVE OF WASHINGTONy D«Co+y WHO STUDIED JOURMALISM AT
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, SERVED AS NBC WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT DURING
THE JOKNSON ADMINISTRA TION UNTIL HE WAS SENT TO VIETMAM IN 1965.

HE AND FORD BECAME FRIENDS WHEN HE WAS ASSIGNED EARLIER THIS YEAR
TO COVER NIXON'S NEW VICE PRESIDENT. "IF I MISLEAD OR LIE TO YOU THEN
YOU ARE JUSTIFIED TO QUESTION MY CONTINUED USEFULLNESS IN THE JOB,"
NESSON SAID. HE ADDED HE HAD BEEN ASSURED THAT HE WOULD HAVE ACCESS
TO *WHAT'S GOING ON® -- AN APPARENT REFERENCE TO TERHORST'S COMPALINT
THAT WAS MISLED BY PRESIDENTIAL AIDES ABOUT THE NIXON PARDON.

HE SAID HE WOULD HAVE ACCESS TO ALL WHITE HOUSE MEETINGS EXCEPT
THE MATIOML SECURITY COUNSIL.

NESSEN SAID HE BELIEVED HE WOULD HAVE THE “SAME AIM® AS REPORTERS,
TO INFORM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. "A PRESS SECRETARY DOES NOT ALUAYS
MAVE TO AGREE WITH THE PRESIDENT," HE SAID.

UPI 09-20 04306 PED
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"MADISON, WISe (UPI) =- NBC=-TV NEWSMAN EDWIN NEWMAN SAID FRIDAY
THAT NOW THAT RON NESSEN HAS LEFT HIS POST AT NBC TO BECOME PRESIDENT
FORD'S PRESS SECRETARY, "IT OUGHT TO BE UNDERSTOOD EY ZVERYONE THAT
HE'S 'ON THE OTHER SIDE." :
"NEWMAN CALLED NESSEN "A VERY GOOD MAN" AND A "FRIEND," BUT HE
SAID, "WHEN YOU GO TO WORK FOR THE GOVERNMENT, YOU'RE WORKING FOR THE
GOVERNMENT. YOU'RE NOT WORKING FOR THE MEDIA ANYMORE,"
NEWMAN WAS HERE TO DEDICATE THE NEW COMMUNICATIONS BUILDING AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN.
UPI 09=20 10345 PED
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RADIO T-V AND GIMERAL

(BOZEMAN, MO’\!TANA) -~ FORMER TELEVIS ION ZWSMAM CHET HUNTLEY HAS
LEFT AM ESTATE VALUED AT NEARLY TWO () MILLION DOLLARS. THAT UAS
REVEALED TODAY IN DOCUNMENTS FILED IM THE MONTANA STATE DISTRICT COURT.

THE INVENTORY, FILED BY HIS WIDOW, TIPTON, SAID THE BULK OF THE
ESTATE CONSISTS OF LIFE INSURA!NCE AND DEFERRED SALARY PAYMENTS FROM
N-B-C,

THE ACCOUNTING LISTS HIS LIFE INSURANCE POLICICES, INCLUDING THE
N-B-C INSURANCE BENEFITS, AT 955-THOUSAMD DOLLARS. OTHER MAJOR ITENMS
INCLUDT STOCKS AND BONDS VALUED AT 53-THOUTAND DOLLARS, MISCELLANEOUS
ASSETS OF.;SS'-THOUSAL’? DOLLARS y AND {28 T!OUSAND DOLLARS IN PROPERTY
JOINTLY OWNED BY MRS. HUNTLEY.

09-20-74 232 24EDT

i “K
? D I {-. g e I‘n o e P
(‘ r‘v‘ LA “'7'\ \*\’! ;‘ oy

R ;— ! n", Sop) s R e T

’_'«\ ha “_’:" ‘
S A ke B
gt

l - - A Y e e e W
3 - e . AN v 0




w~ -

anchfarr
The trouble WIth bemg ‘the neW Ron

A fayess

i .-3 ‘u.m

WASH!NGTON—-From thé “very .ﬁrsf,.-,,,,exgv wbatthe needed. It'probably even " “In this mstance part of the informa-
President Ford’s newest press secre- ' made “more relmbl& thie- otherwise' in- .tion came from an inside briefing which
tary, Ron Nessen,.seemed determined : sevitable. speculaﬁqn., Fonisiiap s Alan Greenspan, chairman of the coun-_ ]
to demonstrate.his independence -and ;,'Bi;t“‘ “pnvate officés ‘around tﬁeﬂex- * ¢il of economic advisers; ‘'was giving
establish his o & next ‘Inorning, eyew~ other staff. members. Greenspan spe-

If there. was approlgi @:ipéﬂg sig Bﬁow‘sﬁ‘ £, ,ﬂmughfs went back.to;, ¢ cifically denies having any reservations
corps; -there-was: shuddering . in. some te:Horst, who -one-ranking Ford advns- hlmself about Nessen’s action, and thoser .
White House Staff offices. Nessen may “‘ef had: iprivately said, would“have had who do so prefer not fo-be identified.
bein-for a. surprise. .- Komitn i L £tosbe taughb{towolunteer lessmde* -5 %7 Neséen shared with terHorst the con--

There.is; bf-¢ourseia ‘special sensitive formatxon EF LGN RS kw*‘sﬁ cept‘of the press secretary’s job as one
ity these days to the press secretary’s ' These officials looked at Nessen’s ~~ which required geiting as much infor-" 4
office, since [1] it is the main channel actwm as setﬂng a_potentially danger- mation as possible .to the American |-
of ‘public contact;*[2] under President ous precedent- The_‘action meant. that,Z -~ people. Conversely, nothing would dam-

.Nixon ‘it became badly-discredited;. and 'h.xs own, 'a pms ‘secretary could . age his own crechbmty more than the
[3] President-Ford's. first: choice, Jen'y '"generate 3 news’ story, concelvably one  growing impression among reporters
terHorst, has already-resxgned on. pnn- detrimental to the'interests of a’ gmanQ ' that he either sought to withhold infor-
ciple. g .7 gehioo¥ of thought within the White ™" mation ‘or that he was ill-informed: ;
Nessen, asleek and facﬂe productof .Housemmw 2430 - #PS 0 Upon his. inaugural, Nessen told re- T
NBC television news, seemed subcon- g Accordingly;-it:would: glve the press ‘porters of his commitment to get com-
sciously aware of the slight resem- secretary-a-new dimension of personal  plete information, addmg, .“I’ve been
blance he .bears- to, Nixon’s. press sec- - power. It. could” tend to. ~open a: winet assured I will.?
retary when ~he .introduced - himself - dow..on: intramural.. debabe in advance:. .>, The resignation of terHorst accord-
thusly= “U'm a Rod, bat.ITl hever.bg  of policy; making. ... £ oo o msto close-friends, was prompted part-
a Ziegler.” e + Further,,if Ron. Nessen,. reporter in- ly by his own feeling that he had. -
Promising never to 16 “or mislead tervxews. economic -officials- and -briefs' . been misledby-White House staffers
knowingly;.: Nessen: until* recently.: did - = “his- colleagues on. their. opinions, that’s  and, .in-turn, had unintentionally mis--
little - outside: cosmetic- replacement. of backgrmmd mformahon, but if Ron Nes~ys=-led reporters..
what he-called a bulletproof Zlegler po- .sen, White. House press. secretary, does The President, terHorst believed, as-
dium to change- the- working- habits :of -~ the same thing, that’s suddenly an ofﬁ‘ ;;sumed his press secretary was getting .
the White House :press.office.ry - - elal pronouncement. ool et o gigq’ froTULL information; while -some-: of Ford’s_..:.;
Then came .the: first: major; White-:: -Inghort .to some on theé White Hotise 7 staff" beIxeve«I that “what. terHorst.
iisuse function for which“he was e~ N-@tatf “itiseemed a:precedent to be ""‘doesu't know won’t- hurthim."%:- ‘—u‘l . .aj
sponsible, -and Nessen,.,rgacted ke a.. ~mpped.;n4the»b\1d.»ﬁthePre51denLhamw‘-But4t-dld‘-And~xt will hutf:Nesseaxf 2]
working newsman. He went on his own Fself™ iwere “foolisk ‘énough to let it go. * it happens-to him. And it will ‘hurt the -
o White House economic advisers; gon smdsone,hls stafi certainly would ... pubhc credibility. 'of ‘a "new President.s. 1
ampled their:thoughts.on inflation and  mot.bel "~ ™~ FETILE rtr if his.press: office.is weakened~ar: be- =i
lepression, and volmteered these-to the. & And the staff, unon whose coopera: *t:omes the scene of another resignation: = |
o  _tion any press secretary.relies for much:* . One would Iike-tp 1believe: thaf‘lt*is.
It seemed the natural ‘th.mg to do; It of his information, is obvmusl‘y in a po-. thhm the POWer, of. a.Presuient and hi& ]
roduced background jinformation: that 7 sitiom forclip the? wings'.ofa press sec- & Spress’ secretary- to: cairy’out a com-¥
1 no way- could be-considered harmful ~ Fefary“who has- gone too far-and.to-do wnntment:to-keep the people- informed;:

o G¢

) the admxmstrahoml‘t gave thereport tmi Ww and effectively. Yﬂ}efhecz'};t is mm‘alfn? £°_b° seen.., -
o AR e e mmen e
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Fad~Press Secretary 14C
WASHINGTON AP - Netwark carrespondent Ron Nessen will be named
White House press secretary on Friday, souces repcrted Thureday
nighte

Negssen now covers the White House far NBC after logging more than
10C, 000 miles in coverage of President Ford’s vice mresidetial days.
The sources sald Nessen accepted the post after recelving high
level agswances that he would have full access to Ford and would be
kept infarmed on key adminigtratlion policy moves and decisionse.

The announcement of his selectlon to succeed Jerald F. terHorst,
who resigned to protest Fard?s pardon of former President Richard M.
Niz on, was scheduled far the regular White House riefing on Friday.
Acting Press Secretary John W. Huéhen refvgsed to confirm whether
Nessen was in line far the job. **When we haye an announcement to
make, we?ll make.it in the proper place at the proper time,?? gaild
Hushen. He apparently 1s not being congsidered for the Jot.

2043pED €9~19 .
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Ford-Press Secretary Add 250 v

J

WASHIUGTON Ford-Press Secretary /dd. Job
(

Contacted Thursday night at his home, Neggen would not confirm that
he had accepted the .42,500-a-year posts

¢¢Isve talked to tbhem about it, so 1 agsume I:m under
conglderation,ss said the 40-year-old Negsen. Any aniowcement will
have to come from the Whlte House.:?

Negsen came to Washington in 1955 as & newsman for United Press
Internationale In 1962, bhe joined iiBC and covered Lyndon Johngonss
pregidencye.

He transferred to Vietnam in 1955, returning home 2bout a year
later after being wounded in the chest by a grenade fragment.

Upon ils recovery from the wound, he was anchorman in New York for
perlodic IBC news reports on Vietnam. later servin~ overseas as a
network correspondent in Ia tin Amerlca, Agia and Afrilca.

FPollowlng bis coverage of the 1963 Presldential campaizn, Negsen
was named urben affairs correspondent for !'BC. A subsequent
agsignment on the investigation of since-resliazned Vice Presldent
Spiro Te Agnew was followed by an agsignment to cover zord as Vice
President.

Traveling 118,000 miles with Ford in eight months brought a close
relationshlip betveen newsmen and the Vice President.

When Ford held his first state dinner, essen and hls wife. Cindy,
were there as gzuests. When the band struck up the pep tune ‘' Bad
Bad Leroy Brown,ss the Pregldent and .lrg. ;essen drew cheers with 2
fast-paced dance.

‘Later, on Auge. 25, Ford dropped by the | esienss home for n nooleide
'party for reporters and Ford staff members. \a
2202pED 0¢-19



Pt

29 1A - {/2
NESSEN 919 ;

WA SHINGTON. (UPI)——PRESIDENT FORD WILL MME ROMALD NESSEN, NBC-TV
VHITE. HOUSE CORRESPONDENT, AS HIS PRESS SECRETARY, IT WAS LEARNED
THURSDAY .« . . , s oo

THE APPOINTMENT. MY BE ANNOUNCED FRIDAY.

. NESSEN,. 40, WOULD SUCCEED J+F. TERHORST, FORD'S FIRST PRESIDENTIAL
PRESS SECRETARY. WHO. RESIGNED. SEPT. 8 IN PROTEST WHEN FORD GRANTED
FORMER PRESIDENT. NIXON.AN UNCONDITIOMAL PARDON.

VHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS SAID NESSEN HAD BEEN OFFERED THE POSITION
AND  NESSEN HIMSELF ACKNOVLEDGED HE.HAD TALKED TO THE WHITE HOUSE
ABOUT IT, ALTHOUGH HE SAID ANY ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM
ERERO N, . TR SRS .

'NESSEN WOULD BE THE FIRST TELEVISION CORRESPONDENT TO TAKE THE .
PERMANENT POSITION.OF. PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESMAN. HE WAS WIDE EXPERIENCE
IN THE REPORTING. FIELD, INCLUDING EMPLOYMENT WITH UNITED PRESS
INTERNATIOMAL FROM.1956 TO_.1962. HE JOINED NBC IN 3962 AND COVERED
WASHINGTON BEATSy INCLUDING THE WHITE HOUSE, DURING THE LYNDON B.
JOUNSON ERA .

~
(_,,//UPI 05-19 07335 PED
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. NESSEN 9-19 ,
1sr g/p/hzsszn WASHINGTON 291A XXX ERA .

“SNESSEN. ALSO REPORTED ON THE.VIETMM WAR FOR HIS NETWORK AND
RETURNED'IO,COVER THE. 1968 .POLITICAL CCAMPAIGN AS A WASHINGTON
CORRESPONDENT. HE_COVERED FORD THROUGHOUT HIS VICE PRESIDENCY AND
TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY. WITH HIM.

FORD.ATTENDED A SUNDAY AFTERNOON PARTY AT stssw S BETHESDA y MD ey
HOME. SHORTLY AFTER. HE .BECAME PRESIDENT IN A REUNION OF REPORTERS WHO
HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO. FORD DURING HIS EIGHT MONTHS AS VICE PRESIDENT.

_ NESSEN.ALSO HAS EXPERIENCE COVERING MOST OF THE MAJOR DEPARTMENTS
IN VASHINGTON.AND WAS. INVOLVED IN REPORTING ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT AT ITS HEIGHT. ... . | Ly

_HE IS A MATIVE WASHINGTONIAN AND ATTENDED AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
WHERE HE.MAJORED IN HISTORY. : . 5

HIS.WIFE CINDY IS.OF SOUTH KOREAN ANCESTRY AND THEY HAVE A YOUNG
.SON EDWARD .. NESSEN ALSO HAS A DAUGHTER CAREN, WHO IS ATTENDING THE
UNIVERSITY OF .IOWA , FROM A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE. . .

FORD HAS PUBLICLY EXPRESSED HIS AFFECTION FOR THE PRESS AND
REITERATED .AT.HIS MONDAY NIGHT NEWS CONFERENCE THAT HIS ADMINSTRATION
IS COMMITTED. TO OPENNESS AND CANDOR. Wi

HE.ATTENDED AN.INAGUARAL.PARTY AT THE wnsu:wcron PRESS CLUB AND
SAID.OF THE NEWS .MEDIAS ™I LOVE THEM."

‘"I ENJOY THEIR COMPANY,"™ SAID FORD. "I LOVE THE COMPETITION,"

" UPI 09-15 07351 PED
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TERHORST 9-19 [
WITH NESSEN |

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- FORMER PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY J. F.

TERHORST WAS WELCOMED BACK TO THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB BY HUNDREDS OF
HIS COLLEAGUES THURSDAY NIGHT AND GIVEN A "FULL, FREE AND ABSOLUTE
PARDON™ FOR HIDING OUT IN THE WHITE HOUSE FOR A MONTH.

TERHORST, PIPE AS ALWAYS CLENCHED IN HIS MOUTH, PLEADED "NO
CONTEST"™ TO THE "HIGH CRIME AND MISDEMEANOR™ OF ABSENTING HIMSELF
FROM THE PRESS CLUB BAR FOR 30 DAYS AND NIGHTs.

TERHORST QUIT AS PRESIDENT FORD'S PRESS SECRETARY SEPT. 8 BECAUSE

HE DISAGREED WITH THE PARDONING OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON. HE HAS
RETURNED TO THE DETROIT NEWS AS A SYNDICATED COLUMNIST.
 IT WAS ANTICIPATED FORD MIGHT DROP BY THE PRESS CLUB RECEPTION FOR
TERHORST BUT HE DID NOTe. COINCIDENTALLY IT WAS LEARNED THURSDAY '
EVENING THAT FORD WILL NAME NBC=-TV WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT RONALD
NESSEN AS TERHORST'S SUCCESSOR.
UPI 09-19 09:352 PED
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terHarst 110

WASHINGTON AP - Farmer presidential press secretary Jerald F.
terHast says be is still satisfied with his decision to leave the
White Houge.

TerHarst, who was bhonored Thursday night at a National Press Cludb
reception, said he hag only one regret — that he didn’t stay long
enough to restructure the White House press office.

TerHarst quit because he sald he couldn?t gstay on in good
congclence after President FPard pardoned Richard M. Nixon.

TerHarst returned to the Detroit News as a syndicated columnist.
Some B675 persong attended the press clud function. TerHarst was

mwesented with a new plpe and stand engraved with the dates be served
as Fard’s chief spokesman.

2218pED (9-19
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PAPER 9=19
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. (UPI) -~ M. We ARMISTEAD III, THE NEW
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION, IS
WORRIED ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE WHO RELY SOLELY ON RADIO AND TELEVISION
FOR THEIR NEWS.
®I*M NOT KNOCKING THE BROADCA

2 Y

DIA
MESARs  ARMISTEAD SAIDs "THEY HAVE

A ROLE TO PLAY, BUT NEWSPAPERS ARE STILL THE BASIC SOURCE OF
INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE WORLD," ‘
ARMISTEAD IS PRESIDENT OF LANDMARK COMMUNICATIONS INC. OF NORFOLK,
'VAe THE COMPANY OWNS SEVEN DAILY NEVSPAPERS AND CABLEVISION STATIONS.

THERE IS AN ALARMING TREND AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY TO RELY
SOLELY ON NEWS FROM THE BROADCAST MEDIA,* SAID ARMISTEAD VEDNESDAY
AFTER HE WAS INSTALLED AS THE ASOCIATION'S PRESIDENT AT THE GROUP'S
ANNUAL MEETING. : ;

THE ASSOCIATION HAS 414 MEMBERS REPRESENTING 335 DAILY NEWSPAPERS
AND 76 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN NEWSPAPER-RELATED INDUSTRIES.

ARMISTEAD, A FORMER REPORTER, SAID HE WAS CONCERNED THAT MANY OF
TODAY'S "INTELLIGENT YOUNG PEOPLE" AREN'T TAKING THE TIME TO ACQUIRE
MORE KNOWLEDGE ON CURRENT EVENTS ®BY SITTING DOWN AND READING A

NEWSPAPER, ® 2

e




ARMISTEAD ALSO DISCUSSED HHE NEWS MEDIA'S ROLE IN HANDLING THE
WATERGATE SCANDAL AND SAID HE BELIEVED THE 'MEDIA HAD GIVEN "FAIR AND
TMPARTIAL OVER-ALL COVERAGE" TO THE SITUATION. ;

"THE ROLE OF A REPORTER IS TO SEEK THE TRUTH AND PRESENT AND
IMPARTIAL VIEW TO A NEWS STORY," ARMISTEAD SAID.

HE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, “THERE ARE SOME REPORTERS WHO PRESENT A
BIASED AND PARTISAN VIEW IN THEIR STORIES."

ARMISTEAD SAID HE AGREED WITH A SUGGESTION MADE TO THE ASSOCIATION
ON MONDAY BY THE REV. BILLY GRAHAM THAT NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS NEED TO
LEAD AMERICANS *TO A MORAL AND SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION THAT WE MUST HAVE
IF WE ARE TO SURVIVE IN THIS CENTURY AS A FREE NATION"

"WE'VE ALWAYS ACCEPTED THAT AS BEING OUR RESPONSIBILITY, BUT
THINGS "WENT DOWNHILL PRETTY FAST DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS,"™ HE SAID.
IN ACCEPTING HIS NEW POSITION AS PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION,
ARMISTEAD TOLD FELLOW PUBLISHERS: "I'LL TRY NOT TO COMMIT ANY

IMPEACHAELE OFFENSES," e

HE SUCCEEDED TAMS BIXBY III, PUBLISHER OF THE MUSKOGEE TIMES

DEMOCRAT, AS PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION
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FIRST LINE REPORT
With Bob Schieffer
October 2, 1874

BOB SCHIEFFER: In just a moment it may sound
as if we are returning to what they used to call those
thrilling days of yesteryear on the radio, but we won't
be, we will just be adding some new and very off-beat
details to the old Watergate story.

In the process, though, we will also tell
you how one Washington newsman is finally getting a
chance to satisfy an 0ld curiosity about the difference
in being a participant in Government and an observer.
We also have a little mystery story and who knows what
else.

So, as they say on the radio, don't touch the
dial. We will have all the details right after this
message.

(Announcement)

BOB SCHIEFFER: Remember those old sports
profiles that Bill Stern used to broadcast on the radio?
The format went something like this: An unlikely hero,
usually some innocent waif, would overcome tremendous odds
in a most unlikely way. Stern would not reveal the hero's
identity until the very end of the story, then he would
come on with one of those wonderful closing lines, some-
thing like, "And today that little boy who beat up the
bully with the baseball bat is none other than the Pope."

But here is a story that may sound like one
of those old Bill Stern yarns, but it*s true and it could
have happened only in Watergate, Washington. Several
years ago the hero of our story, a Washington reporter,
was offered a position in one of the Federal agencies,
Now our hero loved reporting, but he had always been
curious about one thing: What is it like to be a
participant in Government rather than an observer?

Well, the more he thought about it, the more the
idea appealed to him, and he told the Federal agency
people that, yes, he might be interested. The agency
people were delighted, but those weére strange days in
Washington, and the delight was not shared by the White
House Palace Guard,
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Those were the days when H. R, Haldeman
and Ehrlichman ruled the roost, and they had no interest
in finding our reporter a place on the Administration
perch, even if it was just a distant limb out in one
of the Federal agencies. So, the White House vetoed
the idea.

Some time later, the reporter learned that he
was apparently under consideration for another Government
post, and this time the feeler had come from one of the
top recruiters at the White House. "How can this be,"
our reporter friend said to the recruiter; "After all,

I have already been vetoed by the White House once."
The recruiter said he didn't know about that, but he
mentioned that the Administration had also considered
CBS correspondent Daniel Schorr for the same job that
he was now being considered for.

FBI agents have been asking Schorr's friends
a lot of questions. It looked like out and out harrass-
ment, but the Administration had said it was just a
routine investigation, because, Administration officials
said, Schorr was under consideration for a Government
job.

Well, our reporter friend wondered at the time
if that offer was a serious one, but he never heard from
that recruiter again. Several years later, officials
admitted to Congressional investigators that the entire
episode was a hoax, another of those bizarre chapters in
the Watergate story. The story that Schorr was being
considered for an Administration post was just a cover
story to explain the harrassment.

Former White House operative Charles Colson
recently added some new details. He said the Adminis-
tration decided to tell several newsmen they were being
considered for the so-called Schorr post, the idea being
that would make the cover story more realistic.

So, that is how it came about that our reporter
friend was first offered a job in the Administration, later
vetoed by the White House, then told he was under consider-
ation for another post that later proved to be nonexistent.
Who is the reporter? Well, as Bill Stern used to say,
today that newsman is none other than Ron Nessen, the



reporter that President Ford chose last week to be
his new White House Press Secretary.

He has not come by the most direct route, but
Ron Nessen is well on the way to satisfying his old

curiosity about what it is like to be a participant in
Government rather than an observer,
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A litle over two weeks ago, Presi-
dent Gerald Ford reached again
into the ranks of Washington jour-
- nalists to find a news secretary—
and came up with a broadcast news-
man. For 40-year-old Ron Nessen,
it meant a fast and hard lesson in
what it means to function between
the rock of the Presidency and the
hard place of the profession he left
behind.

Back in January 1965, when Vietnam
was the big story, the NBC press-rela-
tions department put out a picture of
one of its correspondénts, 32-year-old’
Ron Nessen, in action over there.
Dressed in fatigues and lying in a water-
filled hole scratched out of the dirt and
reeds, he was talking into ble tape
recorder, apparently describing action at
which he seemed to be ng. A Holly-
wood view of -the television war corres-
pondent at work, it seemed. About 18
months later, reality intruded into the
picture. - Grenade fragments entered his
chest and punctured a lung as Mr. Nessen
covered a battle between the 101st Air-
borne and North Vietnamese troops in
‘the Central Highlands.

Two weeks ago, President Ford had
just amnounced Mr. Nessen’s appoint-
ment as White House news secretary, and
Mr. Nessen, now 40, was describing his
vision of the job in a statement in the
White House briefing room. His role was
to get the news out, and he would never
lie or mislead his former colleagues. A
veteran.newsman's view of a news secre-
tary's job, it seemed. Eleven days later,
some of his former colleagues were ques-
tioning his integrity; reality had intruded

in

The question of Mr. Nessen's integrity
had arisen over his reporting of a tele-
conversation between former Presi-
Nixon and President Ford. Mr.
Nessen had said that the former President
made “a passing reference” to the pub-
lic reaction to the presidential pardon
he had received. But it was not until
Hugh Sidey’s column appeared in Time

BROADCASTING MAGAZINE

October 7, 1974

last week that the world learned that the
former President had offered to return
the pardon.

Why hadn’'t Mr. Nessen volunteered
that information, the reporters wanted to
know, at the news briefing on Monday?
Didn’t he, as a former reporter, realize
the newsworthiness of the offer? “You
said,” one reported recalled, “you
wouldn’t mislead us.”

Mr. Nessen, who despite a reputation
for being short-tempered has thus far at
least demonstrated considerable coolness
in his new job, did not spend much time
brooding on the challenge to his integrity.
Back in his office in the west wing of the
White House, near the President's, a few
hours after the confrontation, he seemed
more concerned with getting on top of
new responsibilities, which were greater

.than he expected.

Asked how he felt, .he said: *“Almost

- whipped. I leave the house at 7 a.m.,

read the papers in the car coming down,
eat breakfast in the office—at that table
over there—lunch, too, and get home at
8:30 or 9 p.m. And I have one or one
and a half hours of work to do at night.
Yesterday [Sunday] I had the first half
day off since I took the job. The Presi-
dent was visiting his wife at the hospital,

-s0 I asked if I could take some time

off if he didn't need me.”

Mr. Nessen, who lives in suburban
Bethesda, Md., took his wife, the former
Young Hi Song, a native of Korea, and
their 18-month-old son, to the park. (An
18-year-old daughter by an earlier mar-
riage is at the University of Iowa.) How-
ever, it was not long before the beeper
paging unit he wears began sounding
off; his office said he was in demand.
The Sidey pieceé was circulating, and
correspondents wanted clarification and
comment. i

Mr. Nessen sees his job, like Gaul,
divided into three . The most visi-
ble part of it is the daily 11 a.m. (or
later) news briefing, for which he spends
about four hours preparing, some of that
time in conference with the President. He
is also a presidential adviser, consulting
on such matters as how various actions or
decisions should be announced. And,
finally, there is the part that would terrify
most men who had never had to worry
about administering the work output of
a larger group than that consisting of him-
self, a cameraman and a soundman-—
administration. He found he was the boss
of a 45-member staff. There is aiso the
usual harvest of daily problems and the
time spent talking to reporters.

“But there are compensations,” he
says of the heavy load. “It’s very interest-
ing, very exciting to be on the inside, to
see how the White House works.”

As for the sharp and hostile question-
ing that morning, he said he did not
expect favored treatment. “I wouldn’t let
up if 1 were in their position,” he said.
“It’s the legacy of five years. I wouldn't
give anyone the benefit of the doubt. I
would hope they'll do their job, and I
hope that after seeing me for a while,
they’ll believe what I said about not
lying.”

Mr. Nessen’s defense of his handling
of the Nixon-Ford telephone conversa-

tion was that the offer was not con-
sidered to be a serious one. But probably
more important was the policy reason he
gave: “I didn’t feel 1 should paraphrase
or quote observations between the Presi-
dent and the former President.”

Thus, he was demonstrating the ac-
curacy of an observation that Bill Moyers,
one of the former presidential news sec-
retaries on whom Mr. Nessen has said
he would try to model himself in his
new role (Pierre Salinger and Jerald F.
terHorst, his immediate predecessor,
were the others) made in a column in
Newsweek: “The reporter in him [Mr.
Nessen), will tug one way while the
President’s interest will tug another, and
he will feel the acute symptoms of being
caught” between a President and press
corps both trying to do their duty while
his duty is to serve them both.” °

White House reporters generally say
it is too early to.pass judgment on the
kind of job Mr. Nessen is doing as news
secretary. What concerns some of them,
however, is Mr. Nessen’s degree of access
to the President and other sources of in-
formation. Mr, Nessen has said he has
been assured he will be kept fully in-
formed. But ABC’s Tom Jarriel says he
won’t be comfortable until Mr. Nessen’s
name stops showing up every day on the
President’s list of appointments. “I would
like to know Nessen does not need an
appointment to see the President.” As of
now, he does not have that kind of ac-
cess to the Oval Office.

Another correspondent, who otherwise
speaks well of Mr. Nessen, says: “The
question to be answered is how much
depth does Nessen have; he lacks ter-
Horst’s background and experience. Cf
course,” the correspondent added, “we
don’t know how much depth you need
to be a press secretary to Jerry Ford.”

The feelings among White House re-
porters concerning Mr. Nessen person-
ally appear 10 be mixed. Some network
correspondents who have known him
over the years are generous in their com-
ments. They say he was a “good” re-

rter, “solid,” “easy to get along with.”

hen there are those who, as one veteran
correspondent put it, feel that “public-
relationswise, the Nessen appointment
was a mistake,”™that Mr. Nessen has been
something of an “opportunist.”” In part,
at least, some correspondents suggest,
that feeling stems from jealousy and re-
sentment, for the White House press
corps is not without its prima donnas.
And Mr. Nessen, despite almost 20 years
in journalism, was not an established
member of the White House press corps.

But the publicity Mr. Nessen received
in connection with the party at his home
that President and Mrs. Ford attended
(BROADCASTING, Sept. 2) did nothing to
improve Mr. Nessen's pugulality with
his colleagues. For while the party was
conceived as one to be given by and for
all the reporters who had covered then-
Vice President Ford in his travels aboard
Air Force Two, some of them felt it
emerged in the public mind as the Ron
Nessen party. Nor did Mr. Nessen’s
former traveling companions appreciate
the presence at the party of Mr. Nessen's
NBC colleagues—John Chancellor, an-
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chorman for the Nightly News; Lester M.

Crystal, executive producer of that pro-
ram, and White House correspondent
om Brokaw.

There seems little resentment over the
fact that Mr. Ford picked a broadcast
journalist for his news secretary, Times
have changed since President Truman
tried it with Cox Broadcasting’s J. Leo-
nard Reinsch. (That appointment—
which was neither sought nor made
known to Mr. Reinsch before the Presi-
dent announced it—Ilasted about as long
as it took the newspaper reporters to
clear their throats and emit howls of
protest.) Indeed, UPI's Helen Thomas
even feels Mr. Nessen is entitled to a

_*“honeymoon period.”

But changing times aside, Mr. Nes-
sen’s experience as a journalist is rich
and varied. As a native of Washington,
D.C., his first media jobs were in small-
town radio and newspaper work in the
region—WEPM (AM ) Martinsburg, W. Va,,
WAVA(AM) (then wWaARL) Arlington, Va.,
and the Montgomery County Sentinel, a
weekly, in Rockville, Md. Then he was a
Washington correspondent for UPI for
five years before hooking on with NBC
News in 1962.

If he did not become one of the net-
work’s superstars, Mr. Nessen drew the
kind of assignments journalism students
fantasize about. There were wars in Viet-
nam (five tours there), Bangla Desh,
Biafra, and the Congo; the antiameri-
can riots in Panama, the track of Che
Guevara in Bolivia, a tribal uprising in
Borneo. In addition, he covered the White
House in the early Johnson years and,
over the next decade, the presidential

campaigns of President Johnson, Richard .

Nixon and George Wallace, the vice
presidential campaign of Sargent Shriver.
He was a member of the NBC News
teams that reported from the Democratic
and . Republican conventions of 1964,
1968 and 1972. And he anchored NBC’s
coverage of the shooting of Governor
Wallace in Laurel, Md., in 1972, and
helped cover the investigation and resig-
nation of Vice President Spiro T. Agnew.

It was Mr. Agnew’s fall that con-
tributed to Mr. Nessen’s rise. For when
Representative Gerald Ford of Michi-
gan emerged as Mr. Agnew’s successor,
Mr. Nessen was assigned to cover him.

He was there for the nomination, for

the confirmation hearings and for the
inauguration of the new Vice President.
And when Mr. Ford became President,
Mr. Nessen went back on the White
House beat.

President Ford has said that in the
many hours he spent aboard Air Force
Two with Mr. Nessen,; he came to re-
spect him for his “skill and objectivity”
as a reporter, and to “enjoy his com-
pany.” So when Mr. terHorst quit as
Mr. Ford's first news secretary over the
Nixon pardon and went back to the
Detroit News, Mr. Nessen’s name was
among those that came to the presi-
dential mind as a possible successor.

One of the questions that Mr. Nessen
was asked when he appeared with the
President in the White House briefing
room for the announcement of his new
job was why he was leaving journalism
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to become news secretary. “I'm interested
in being a participant in events as well -
as an observer,” he said. Last week, the °
fire he took in briefing his former col-
leagues indicated he had indeed become
a participant in events.
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