
The original documents are located in Box 15, folder “NATO” of the Ron Nessen Papers at 
the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



No. 595 

TEXT .. OF 
A MESSAGE FROM U.S. PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER 

TO 
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 

DELIVERED ON HIS BEHALF BY 
THE HONORABLE HENRY A. KiSSINGER 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 
DECEMBER 9, 1976 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Our NATO alliance lies at the heart 
of the partnership between North America and Western Europe. 
NATO is the essential instrument for enhancing our collec
tive security. The American commitment to maintaining 
the NATO alliance shall be sustained and strengthened under 
my administration. 

Over the past month, I discussed a number of challenges 
that face NATO -- that we maintain a common strategy 
against common threats, that we have efficient and strong 
military forces, and that we consult closely as we nego
tiate with others on both European and global issues. I 
have no doubt that these challenges can be met. 

I take the opportunity of this message to reaffirm that 
belief. I am convinced that NATO's mission and the North 
Atlantic alliance are no less important today than when 
NATO was originally established. I look forward'to working 
closely with all the governments represented at this 
meeting. 

* * * * * * 
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