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MR{has heard :umq;sﬁ%

week!sisudden res1gnat10n,of g;gce Herschensohn as executive, dlrector of the:
U. S“~C1tlzens Congress (the leon Falrnes_1Comm1ttee;reconstltuted). Herschen-

'electronlc medlauw He. S”developlng a "conqre551ona1 adv1sory board"‘Which w1ll
.1ntroduce a-concurrent resolution next year in the 94th Congress calling for-a
- .medias"code of ethics." Optimistic about the chance:for passing such a resolu-

tion; Korff said:!'We wlllf’ﬁlse such- hell they'Il.have‘no choice. * We will spend.
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INSIDE THE MEDIA

. President Ford's decisi to speak to the annual conventlon of the Natlon—ﬁ
al Association of Broadcasters in I.as Vegas next month is causing quite a behind-
the~-scenes flap in the Executive Branch as conflicting interests jockey to shape
the speech to establish broadcast pelicy. So far, White House staffer (and former -
Memphis TV reporter) Kay Pullen, who's assembling the package, has had input from
Press Sec. Nessen's office, OTP, Bill Seidman, Bob Hartmann, the Domestic Council
and even an FCC commissioner. Pro—broadcastlng staffers want Ford to endorse a
-five~year license-renewal bill...others want him to come down hard on sex and vio- -
lence in network programs. The prevailing estimate -- Pord will continue his pol—"

" icy of coddllng rather than criticizing broadcasters.

Some Administration officials privately tell us they're bewildered that =

a planned public relations scheme to deal with the eventual public discovery of
the CIA Hughes Glomar Russian submarine expedition has not been used. Credit is
being given to former Defense Dept. Public Affairs Asst. Sec. Jerry Friedheim for
suggesting that video tape recordings be made of the recovery attempt and burial
‘at sea of any dead found. These recordings exist today along with still photos,
but for some unknown reason the press is not clamoring for their release. While
officials would like to get these recordings on the public records, “diplomatic”
reasons are expected to prevent it. One individual familiar with background
circumstances suspects the video tapes have already been made available to the
Russians for private viewing. ,

When Betty Cole Dukert becomes the producer of NBC's Meet The Press upcn
the retirement of Larry Spivak this fall, it will mean that all three networks’
politically important Sunday interview programs will be produced by women. CBS's
Face The Nation is produced by Mary Yates, and Peggy Whedon has been responsible
for ABC's Issues and Answers since its inception 15 years ago. One male network
insider admitted "all of the networks are a bit sexist in this area, but women are -
‘better at getting good guests on, and -~ sometimes more important -~ at bumping
them off when a fast-breaking news event calls for a change in plans." Dukert has
been an asst. to Spivak for many years, and will work closely with Bill Konroe,
who is to become permanent moderator.

The odds are growing that Washincton Star publisher Joe Allbritton will ‘ 
succeed in his powerful bid to get an FCC cross—~ownership waiver on his purchase
of major interests in both the Star and its broadcast properties. Allbritton's
aides are saying that everything is under control, and that there won't be any pro=-
blem with the Commission. Meanwhile, both the Star and the Washington Post (which
is friendly to the liberal~-tilting Allbritton) have flagrantly downplayed or ignor-
ed a Jan. 1967 Star story that could damage Allbritton with the FCC...his 1962 in-
volvement in contributing $10,000 to the $100,000 fund that ex-LBJ aide Bobby Baker
raised purportedly to give to kay Senators {but which wound up financing Baker's
Ocean City motel).  In a similar vein, little has been done to follow up on the
Allbritton-controlled Pierce Leasing Corporation deal whereby Pierce was organized.
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to dease a campaign plane to 1972 Democratic presidential hopeful.bd Muskie. The
- Watergate Prosecutor's office took no interest, but one newspaper article des-
cribed Leon Jaworski as "Allbritton's friend and lawyer of many years." Nebraska
Senator Carl Curtis (a 1964 Baker case stalwart) and several. other conservatives
have privately protested to the White House about alleged favorablée White House
signals to the FCC, but we discount that...Allbritton appears headed for his
waiver because of FCC rather than White House attitudes.

Supreme Court spokesman Barrett McGurn says it's "not true" that report-
er Nina Totenberg was excluded this past week from a Justice William O. Douglas
news conference because of her latest New York Times Magazine (March 16, 1975)
cover story on the Court. Totenberg has written several "insider" stories in var-
ious publications during the past few years which have displeased the Court, and
the latest (like the others) got a stern "no comment" when MR asked for confirma-

. tion of some of the personal tidbits about justices' closed-door performances.
Totenberg's judicial reporter colleagues give her high but partly critical marks.
One reporter admitted "she goes off on stuff that some of us may back away from,"
and acknowledged "“there ought to be more of her kind of reporting, but we're wor-
ried about our relationships with the justices." Another regular court reporter
for a major daily characterized Totenberg as "aggressive, abrasive at times,
steps on people's toes, sometimes legitimately, sometimes not." One of the more

- surprising comments came from a conservative Washington government lawyer who said
that "because the Court has become so politicized in the past few years, her kind

of reporting is good and we should have more of it."

_ Washington media circles are buzzing about an unusual performance by
New York Times reporter David Binder at a March 21 news conference held by Sena-
tor James Buckley discussing the recent leftest takeover of Portugal. One re-
porter present told MR that Binder's performance was "embarrassing" and that
"Dave became part of the story by constantly challenging Buckley's account of the
situation." After eliciting that Buckley's last visit to Portugal was six years
ago, Binder then said "How do you have the effrontery to deliver us these un-
sourced statements without any background." Next, querying Buckley's view that
‘a Communist Portugal would have to leave NATO, Binder said, "I'm not living in a
dream world. I think you are. Suppose they just don't leave; they can stay in
NATA and there is nothing against that." At the end of the briefing, Times
photographer Mike Lien was overheard saying "Binder, what the hell got into you
or did the managing editor put you up to it?" Binder's five-paragraph story of
‘the news conference followed a Lisbon dateline story the next day in the Times.
Three days later, on March 25, the Times carried a page three lengthy interview
by Binder with a member of Portugal's ruling Armed Forces Movement proclaiming
that his country would not go Communist'but would be outwardly Western-oriented
and inwardly socialistic. Since then, the Communist Daily World has come to
Binder's defense regarding his Buckley news conference performance.

. Mutual Radio Network officials say they are quite pleased with "quality
and price" of the satellite feed they are now using from Western Union to ser-
vice six Western states (Washington, Oregon, Arizona, Nevada, Idaho and Cali-
fornia). One insider told us "we're getting studio quality, and you're supposed
to get that from A.T.T., but their service is getting worse."™ According to our

Mutual source, there are no plans at this time to expand the use of the satellite...

but it's understood that other radic networks are closely watching MBS Westar pro-
ject results. :



S
: According to national post-1974 election data just released to MR by Deci-
sion Making Information of Santa Ana, California, ABC News has the most conservative,
Republican-tilted audience while CBS News has the most liberal, Democratic—inclined
viewership.

THE MEDIA AND PUBLIC OPINION | : . -

The DMI survey, conducted immediately after the 1974 elections, rested upon
a national probability sample of 1531 registered respondents asked to state their
network evening news preference as well as their vote preference. The guestion was:
- "And, which television newscast in the evening do you usually watch -- Walter Cronkite
on CBS, John Chancellor on NBC, or Howard K.Smith on ABC?" The preferences were as
follows: :

Cronkite (CBS).....45% Smith (ABC)......22% - No particular choice...8%
Chancellor (NBC)...23% ' Other.......c.... 3% V
Crosstabulations
S S - - National CBS News NBC News ~ ABC News
Aggregate Viewers Viewers Viewers

1. Here is the political
comparison of audiences...

How voted iﬁ 1974

Republican 37% 32% 40% 44%
Democrat . 54 57 53 ; 49

Don't Remember , ‘ 10 10 7 , 8

2. These are the comparative
attitudes towards Ford...

Ford Caﬁyaign Image
Negative to Ford 47% 47% 49% 43%

Neutral : 18 17 20 19

Positive to Ford S '35 3é 31 38

3. BABC has the less active

rural element and CBS the
inert minorities...

) Pclitiéal-kpathy»Level'v - S e . e
Very Active 278 28% 32% 25%

. Somewhat Active '30 ' 30 33 ~ 31
 Apathetic a2 42 '35 44

:-~4, Each network has a cynical
© - audience... '

Cynicism Levels

. Very Cynical 27% 28% 27% 22%
Scomewhat Cynical 40 38 40 44
‘Somewhat Supportive 24 23 ‘ 24 28

Very Supportive ; 9 11 9 7
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- As if Ron Nessen doesn't already have enough problems, MR understands
that relations between his office and Mrs. Ford's press office in the East Wing —-—
headed by former Nessen NBC colleague Sheila Weidenfeld -- are “"cool." Although
Weidenfeld is invited to attend Nessen's morning staff meetings, insiders say
she rarely does. Relations supposedly suffered following her recent reguest to
Nessen for a “briefing box" {(an intercom hookup to the briefing room in the West
Wing) in her office so she could listen to the morning briefings. After she was
turned down, she went to Mrs. Ford who interceded and got her a briefing box.

The imminent departure of Ted Kennedy's press secretary, Dick Drayne, has
Capitol reporters hedging their speculation about EMK's role in the presidential
sweepstakes. Drayne has been with XKennedy through 9 and 1/2 years and multiple
crises, so observers don't feel he would leave if he thought there was a chance
that the Senator would make a run for it. Drayne told MR he will leave when he
finds something he wants to do -~ hopefully in Washington. Formerly with WBZ-TV
in Boston, Drayne said "he wouldn't rule out" returning to journalism. To replace
Drayne, Kennedy will hire a Massachusetts-oriented press aide (EMK is up for re-
election in 1976). Even so, most bets are that Drayne will be in a position en-
abling him to jump back in if Kennedy is the presidential candidate next year.

If the five-year long-range funding bill for the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting aborts its Congressional passage this year, insiders are getting
ready to finger PBS Board Chairman Ralph Rogers. Our sources tells us Rogers in-
sists on doing everything himself and that he's unable to work with a prescribed
"game plan" to get the bill through the legislative process. One source close
to the congressional committees responsible for the bill says that House Appropia-
tions Chairman George Mahon's lack of interest in a five-year bill resulted from
a meeting he had with Rogers in Texas where he “somehow got turned off" on the
idea. According to another observer, as public broadcasters prepare for their’
April 8 hearing on long-range financing legislation before the House Communications
Subcommittee, one House official told MR, "Irying to keep these people from com-

~mitting hari-kari is the toughest problem we have."

: MR's recent prediction that Cong. Torbert Macdenald's House Communica-
tions Subcommittee would have a busy year took on further credence with the full
House approval this past week of a $223,000 budget for the coming session. In a

- couple of weeks, Macdonald's support staff will increase from one to seven. Be-
" sides chief counsel Chip Shooshan, he intends to hire 3 attorneys, 1 econonist,
1 technical aide with an engineering background and 1 legislative aide...he also
has $60,000 available for consultants. As soon as the new staff is assembled,
. we're told they'll begin a one year study on common carriers, a smx month study
S of cable~Tv, and a six month study of the satellite industry.

: QUOTE OF THE WEEK

From Ad Age of March 24th giving the results of an Oplnion Research Corp.
survey ~-- ignored by the major medla - on publlc attltuaes toward a new consumer
protection agency. .

"The survey found that the public is generally satisfied with
the consumer protection efforts of existing government agencies and
that a majorzty feels that it is’ generally being treated fairly by
‘business.
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