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GcinC;for Jn-a F.i,t~! fidmily"haS -ifs liriiifS~~ 
·ByiiARRIETVANHORNE · peutic. There's an inevitable cycle in these matters. Vulgar~ 

QUESTION: WHEN OOES.the right to know become com- today, therapeutic tomorrow and, in a very soo,rt time, deadly ·pulsion to pry? .. . . _ ~ · · boring. · . 
Answer; When :a ·television interviewer asks' the incoming . This passage of beddy-bye talk ln Miss 

President of the United States whether.he and the First Lady Walters' interview with .the Carters surprised 
will be sleeping in twin beds or a double.bed once they're in the me. Not the sentiinents expressed- we've been 
White House. A -·: - • · · , · ' l · .. ; ' reading about this Darby and Joan marriage for 

Another q!leStiOn: When does a candid answer become a two years now. - but the admission of. the 
smirky bit of fiddle-faddle better left unsaid? · - subject. _ 

Regrettable answer: When 'President-elect Carter and his , . You would think, wouldn't you, that Jimmy 
wife, Rosalynn, tell 'Barbara Walters all about their »-year -carter had lellmed a lesson from the public out
preference for a double bed, adding the gratuitous infonnation cry over his Playboy interview. But it seems 

·that t\fo in a single bed is a bit tighk' ~ · not. . " . 
Blushed Miss _Waite~ ~er elidtmg this infonnation last · It was Betty Ford, the retiring First Lady;._ · .. _ _, • -~ · · 

week; "l'membariassed." · ·· ,• · ... ·, ,._:\ _. · whose chief flaw, in sotne.eyes, was her reru,a} to appear· ~ur
. · so, ~w l3afbari, we~ .m.llli~ ·of :US.~ Yo~'re:"it'spl~d ~-who stnrk the first blow· for candl]r.:~~ w~llo~ 
Interviewer arid-you ~ ~utifui; but 1 may"JO$t~broide:t' •t•OIHlhe woul(iltt ~tr··9otning immeillattliY ~er the glac~l ·. 
·you a, sa$-tpler for~as: lt Will say;'•Wilere,tfwi'apple' red- . "'- but tast~ully m~e· ;7- P:at Nixon, Mrs. ~ord was _warmly' 
dens; never pry." .. The words~ Robert Browning'!I·"He was a embraced. Refreshing, they call~ her. . . _ 
worldly man, and no prude. · 

Yes,' we live .!n 1!11 age·of candor. A candor that's often akin 
to folly. Its the age of- here comes the most noxiOus cliche of 
the decade ..:.. letting it' ~I hang out. Some consider this thera-

WELL, EVERY FIRST Lady achieves her footnote in histo-. 
ry by some quirk fn character. We remember Dolley Madison 
for her fabulous French gowns and love 9f dancing. Martha 
Washington for her loving heart and near-illiteracy (she 
barely spell George), and Helen Taft for keeping -a cow on 
White House lawn. · . 
, . Offhand, I also recall that ~~ Polk (a smashing ucmnn·"' · 

. answered her h~·s.maiJ, read all his state papel'S and set 
poQr table. That _poor Mrs. McKinley bad fits and that .Mrs. 

:Harding plliyed poker and had a facial every day. ·, ,. ; 
--~~ "How shall we be ;-retnernbering Rosalynn Carter?~For her , 
soft, girlish :southern voi~,' 1 Imagine, and her fum ~ of · 

" :self . · -· · · · · · · · / 
~ "' ~- . . .'the graooeur of the White House wjll. not dim this First 

Lady's homeyness (she's taking her sewing rriachine.:to the 
. White House, she said last wee~) nor her own spirited candor, 
which differs considei"aQiy from Betty Ford's. How? Mrs. 
Ca,rter SOOlll$ open and ~hful, b1Jt not one to striv~ for effect. 

· :The Carters always shine in in~ws, and they ~ere -par
ticularly likable laSt week;· The new President will wear blue 

, jeans around the Whi.te Hotlse, ~ugh llOt ·when he '~ 
ambassadors, he_added l{e never .OOulted h!!'d Win the el~ion •. 

·lie -loved "Gone With the Wlnd,'~• and llad be been.~tt Butler 
. he.-d have .choseri Mel8nie:JOver Scarlett. (Could anybOdy ·hnag-
~ ine him choosing otherwiSe?) . ' ' · ~ · "' "'· · ' · 

. ·. .; When people disctm Miss-W8.Ite~· conver8ation.with. the 
.Carters, they'll doubtless linger over the ~closure of ·their , 
· sl~ping arrangements. 'rhis is to do a ~le 1V encou.ntet an ' 

· injustice. We learn much, about character, taste, tbe emotioOai 
cllinate of a oousehold, when married couples sit for an inter

. · view. The Abe Lincolns thight not have delighted us,· nor tbe 
Herbert Hoovers. The Carters touched the heart. · _ _.. ~, 

. A PR~SIDENT OUGHT neve~ to be daunted ~ public -nor 
' . betrayed mto any sort of unbecommg colloquy. Prestdent Nixon 

· tnade us wince. How could a President display so_. little grace in' 
)tis public speech? ·The.. ~ was wrong. the . tbetoric • 

.. ~bby and loose. Jimmy Ca$r will never shame-ils in this 
. faShion. , -. · · . _ . . 

.. , . ./.: Emerson admired the English ~use. of all peoples, "they , · . · :stand firmest in their, shoeS.'.'. One .gets the feeling that, of all 
~t Presidents, Carter will stand fumest in his shoes. ·we 

.~·t want any of that "divinity that dQth hedge a kbig/' but it 
Will be nice to have a President with courtly Southern manners . 
. A Iea~r w~ self-esteem is sturdy enough to keep his oonft--

. dence htgh, his modesty intact. - . ~ ., 
Now, if the Carters will-just not ten us any more of matters 

that are really none of our business. . - , ·~ 
• • < 
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