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(Ihis is not'a verbatin transcripc) i 2.
A: .No, they re not pinned down. I sald the 1mportant thing 1s to know -
tha strategy of thia, that the 26 Marincs ware in a different part.

Q: VWhat 76 Mhrines? .

. At The 26 that I just told you ware rescued. They were in a different

part of the island. . This is'a small island, it's about two miles by three miles
and the highest poin: is about 40 feet. It's really a little spit of land. The
first of the choppers that went down was in a different part of 'the island from the
main ground security force which is st{ll there.. .This other group was some
distance away and vas_ also, nnder fixe and they have been extracted.

H
Q: how many were extracced, just the 26?

A I told you :ha 25 by helicopter and the one probahly bY a small boac.

. Q: Eow many Communiat forces on the island? o g
-\ A: I don't know. It's something that I am not in a positicn to tell
- you r~ght now., ’,
Q: |Juet as a matter of time and. precedence, thay took. off :he 26, amang
whom there were many wourided and now they are moving off the othets?‘
Az No. The operacion wasg gping on simultaneously. : W

= 3 ) Qs If it gmta dark out there, is chere a chnnne they will stay tbef‘*

A" T juet told you:.that operations are cantinuing and they have & pumber
of diffarent aptzons. i _ . .

- §
[Will they continue :hrouyh the night? -

Ty ’
: B sald the operation is continuing. N ens

2

Q: We'! Va extracted what - 50 to:al? { x 3 « " 5 o
- A3 'We've extracted 26. :
Q
A

¢ That's ali?’ 5 i .o A
s That s rfght. X . eh R

L
b s

i W - S g
: These were in that helicopter that was downed and separate £xom the
other group? )

A: That's correcc. : Lo A \ : 5 v
: Many of these arxe wounded?
t I just told you that.

L

(3

Q: So we really haven t extracted any of the group ‘that made a successful
landing and were fighting? Is that right? In four hours we have not extracted
any of that company—sized force? ,

. A: That's right. One of the roasons for that is that they were walting
for the carriar CORAL SEA to come close to tha island so that the choppers that
were agsigued to extract these Marines would have 8 short haul end go in many
cycles to cover just the 10 miles. On a number of occasions some of the choppers
wera turnad back because of fire. g '
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