
The original documents are located in Box 14, folder “Mayaguez - General” of the Ron 
Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  

















































• • . 
.. '· . . 

, I 
• i . 

' I . 
• • ' I • : • • 

· .. 
. ,,:' . 

'• 

. . .. 
· . 

r : .. 
'f ' • I • ' ··:.: 

.. . 

.· . . . . .. 
.: \ .. 
. · 

' . . . 
\ 
... 

. . 
: . I . 

!::::::j !ir.it!fir,!l 
!-:Oly 1!1, 

(;".S':Iil'A Lniein) 

:; I •: ' 
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1975. 

': 
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.. .. 

,' .· ·. I . . . ·. . . 
• I f r r ! 0 

• I . . ; i . ' .. 
I • • 

you a. brielf· sum:nary of the situation as it 
.. . . 

I 

Of UU':ol'. t. 

t\) you cotd.es pf the · · · 
/\: !;o. I co not. ' '£he :n.ction on the small isl;1nd ·o£ Koh Tang 
i:i .:1 l'!.arine security force in one ·I c. iG :.it:! 1 

hc.:l'\"i Zt·1:tll .Clr."i\S fi-cc At a.m. this .. 
.. m ;t about 25 N.arin..::s and an £\!r 

h.1.i I hi,t: a :-; it approached the beach laot nicht: with; cha wave of 
inlti<'l!. from cha rescue he-licopter sai'd tl-Jlt 1:'-Ul/ 
tv.,:l:,'! to ·the c::l.r-rit:r CC?,.AL SEA which t-1a's 10 

.,); i:;ho:.· .• One of. Air Force crew-olen who · had stayed on to'tl of his 
\.',\:i ..1ho\tt 100 ofi the beach :in the W3.tar, nnd rcc'lined on tfl? ·o:= 

c., ti11! radio for several h.ou-rs • was also -rescued 
by a t:::\3-ll boat. fro!:\ the destroyer t.:ILSO:r 

l:; clark cut buc operatio::.s are continuing. The cwo c.:s:ro7e 
t,•ttS0.!t th.a HOLT are· :lbout 1000 ya-rc!s offshore, nnd a:--e £-:l.'l'tl 

'-ii.th 'l'harc. ara several ·other larec -
·u.s. -- in tlli1 ca.r.ea.. . . . , ·· .. i /,. 

. . I 

U;> t:\Htt:cr. of at 4:1•0 a.n., t-lauhingt.on 
•,.'l\S t!nd.<!n:ay its O'='>l.'l head{nff for its 'dl!3-

,...h'.!n it the port of Sat.ahip,, i70 :lt:;tr 

point it w.'ls intcrcepttJd by the Cambodians, .and, at herr I 
:1bout ·day's tr:.::.vel. t:ha.t she propa.bly uoul.\l 

-ro:.-: our time. , · 
. . j . I ; . 

Q: Is bc!n!T, c·ucortcd'l 
J .. :. 1 c!o not 1tnow she is beinn escorted. 

·i ,. 
Q: Tht'l COL\t!it.ion Cf C't'Ct,•? 

A: has l\c.r o..:n cri!W aboilrd 1 do not whether she l\.ls nn l:acor:. 
.3:1!1 of '""·110 l1er aLe still .:lboard. I! •t.nj' o: 

j·u:st D. few of ::hco:t, because the 4U Narinas who 
:.tnd found nobody on it, most of tbe::t returne.d to t1;c 

· · 
0 , 

the::;e that still on tllis isl.and in eroa.sblc: · 
A: 1.:u.tti:::.g to ba the operations arc 

.. cl-r.d 
1 
th•i roost poi1.'!.t is to thc:r.t 

c:-. .! in objective. 
i 

I I 
I 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
..-.. : 

• . • .f .. t \;.t.,,. 

Q: 

In t\ group,' how m:.my is th3t now? 
could be from 150 to 200. 

An.y hrrthc·;t' .,,ord on els.e who h=is bec'o. or vound\!cl? 
r=.,. other ! have are so t:e':\t3 ahti ci:::la3J!.no 

j1.tst ;1nd I do\"1.' t to &o be-yond th."lt for 
r.: trylnt; .to (;Ct all thu as fast i\s we can. 

--- ·------
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('I,bis :Ls not' es verba.tim ~ransc.ript} 

. .. 

.~· 

. . ·l· ---~ .. 

. 
:. A: ,. No, the~'re not pinned do-w.n. I said ·the important thi.ng i.a to know · 

tha strategy of this, .that the 26 Mad:o.cs 11oi:e in a. different 'Part. 
' . . .. ' 

I t : • .o 

Q: Wha.t 26 Ha.rines? .. 
. I • 

.. 
. A': The 26 .the.t I just told you uere rescued. They were. in a different 

pa~ of the island • . This is ' a sma~l island. it's about two miles by three m~les 
and th.e highest. point is about. 40 feet. It's really a little spit of land· The 
first of · the choppers that ,.,ftnt down was 'i.u tt · d.1ffercri.t pat't of 1the island fro:n the 
mnin ground security force wM.ch is still. there •. . This other grotip· was some 
distance Away and \ltas . also . u~~r··fire and they ' have- been extracted. ' ., 

Q: How many wer.e extl:'acted,. just the 261' . . I • 

A; I told yoU: the. 25 by helicopter an4 the one probabl' by a small boat. 
. . . . I •• • • • • • . 

: -. Q: Eow iaany Cc:>l11Illunist .forces ou the island.? .. ' · ; 
·I A: . I don't know. I It's something that I am not in a position. to tell 

·you _righf now. 1 , . · • ' 
. . • • I 

Q: ·j Just as a matter of time ' and. \)recede.nc:e.,. tbe.y took. off the 2~. among 
whom t:he.re were ma~y wour~~ed an~ no,w- tl_ley a.re moving off the ~th~rs'l ~. 

A: No. · TI1.e ~pera,t~on· wa~ going ~ simulto.rteou&ly. · · , 

. I 

. . ' I . . • • . . 

. Q: If it eeta da-rk .out there • . i ·s· th~re a e~nca .th~y will· stay t'h.$-:t;e.? :. . . 
A: · I just told you :that operations. are continuing. and t}:l.ey llave a numhcr 

of dif.ter ent options. i.. · · · · 
,' 

Q: rwill t~ey ~ont1~~e thr9ugn the ~inht? . 
A: I said the opera.tion is cont.i.:nuing. . . 

• • I • 

Q; We 1 va extracted what · ..:.- 50 total'? 
· j.\: 1 werve · ~:tracted 26· • . 1 

·. . . 
Q: That's all? ' •. 
A~ 'Ihat's r~ght:. · ·! .• 

. . I I • ' . . . ' 
Q: These were in that helicopter that was 

other group? . 
A: That's correct. · I 

I . 
Q: 
A: 

Many of these· axe wounded? 
I just told you that. 

! • 

·, • • 
.. 
' 

. .. 

: . . 
downed and separate from. the 

·. ·' 

'. . . ' ,. . 
Q: So we reatly haven'~ extra.cted any of tha· group ' that made a successful 

landing and were fightingt Is that right? In four hours we have not ext~acted 
any of tha t company-sized force? 

. A: That's right. One of the r~asons for ' th:1t i&. that they were waiting 
fer the carrier CORAL SEA to come closa to tba island so tl~t the choppers that 
were assigned to extract these 11:lriues would haVQ a short haul and go in many 
cycles to coyer just the 10 miles. On a number of occasions some of the choppers 
were turned back because of fi~e • . . 
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