The original documents are located in Box 14, folder “Mayaguez - General” of the Ron
Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from) Box 14 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

WAS MILIFARY ACTION NECESSARY-TO RESCUE MAYAGUEZ?

Some argue that the MAYAGUEZ incident could have been solved
diplomatically. They say you just wanted to flex your muscles
and prove to the world that the United States is still tough.

The record clearly shows that we tried the giplomatic approach
first. We made statements and messages; we waited 60 hours
without any response. Diplomacy did not work in this case.

I committed military forces because to delay action any longer
would have further imperiled the crew, and it was necessary to
act decisively to save them. My main concern throughout this
entire exercise was to save our Americans and retrieve our
merchant ship.

I am heartened that the vast majority of Americans seem to

believe that my decisions were prudent and timely.



"Piracy'' as a technical, legal term is limited to acts of
force against ships or their passengers which are carried
out for private gain. More broadly, however, piracy is
commonly understood to cover all illegal attacks on
merchant shipping, other than acts of war., We do not yet
know the motives for the attack on the U,S, merchant ship
Mavaguez, but we have no reason to suspect private gain;
therefore, the President was using the term in its broad non-
technical sense. 4

&
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Committee condemns aff act of armed agression on
an unarmed US merchant vessel in the course of innocent
passage on #g-an established trade route.

Ehevsécond thing—tkat the President has engaged

1 Ariign, o nelo—en s
in diplomatic means)and we sapport that.

Third, tat we support the President in the
exercise of his Constitutional powers within the
framework of the War Powers Resolution to
secure the release of the ship and its men.

We urge the Cambodégén Government

to release the ship and the men forthwith.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN
FROM: JOY CHILES

SUBJECT: Questions Left from Todéy's Briefing

SEIZED SHIP

1
{
4

Will the U.S. land Marines in Thailand despite Thai objections?

Y
i

Even after the reading of the War Powers Act, will the President
consult with the Congress before - if he decides to take military action -
he takes military action?

Is the President consulting with Congressional leaders on any
contemplated action?

When Congressman Waggonner said the President told him he had
a '"'tough decision to make on the ship'' - what decision is the President
thinking about?

Is there any information that the American crew might have been
taken off the ship?

Are the planes actively patrolling the area?

From what the reports show, the initial intelligence reports indicating
that the ship was being taken to the port of Kom Pong Som, and that
the ship is not now going to Kom Pong Som, is this an encouraging

factor in the developments?

Was the Kom Pong Som destination arrived at thr ough intelligence
reports or based on the last radio reports from the seized ship?

Through what international organization are ships warnings given and
what is the exact wording of such warnings?

Where is the ship? -- is it docked at a harbor, anchored in the bay......

There are reports that waters surrounding Koh Tang are very shallow,
could it be that the ship has gone aground?



Is the seizing of this American merchant ship viewed as carrying
a larger connotation than just seizing "'a ship'’... that possibly
it is a test in light of the recent Indochina developments?

Will the President report to the American people?

Is the President satisfied with the intelligence apparatus in getting
information back to the U.S,? :

How and when did the South Koreans give U. S, word about their
ship being fired upon?

With such sophisticated monitoring systems, why was the U, S,
not aware of the two other ship incidents in the same general
waters to warn other U.S. ships not to travel the area?

Why were radio lines not monitored?

Is it possible to get a transcript of the radio transmission?

MOYNIHAN

Anything to announce on Moynihan?



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1975
Additional Questions from 7:00 a.m. statement:

Q NSC Meeting?

A Nothing scheduled at this time.

Q U.S. Navy on the way?

A No comment on ship movements.,

Q When was it learned that the ship was not
in Kom Pong Som?

A Late last night, however, we never said
that it was in Kom Pong Som.,

Q How do we know all this?

A From reconnaissance aircraft.



May 13, 1975

Office of the White FHouse Press Secrctary
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NOTICE TO TIIL PRESS

The following information was made availableat 3p.m,today at the'Pentagon:‘

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 13, 1975

1

| _
The following Notice Ep Mariners (#NR45) was issued by the Defense
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT, May 12:

""Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to remain more
than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia and more than 20 nautical.
miles off the coast of Vietnam including off lying islands. Recent incidents
have been reported of firing on, stopping and detention of ships within
waters claimed by Cambodia, particularly in vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
This warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition of
Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation of the
right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or derogation of the
freedom of the high seas." '

s
it
e
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WAR POWERS ‘ 5/13/75

Are there any restrictions on the President's ability to
act because of Cooper-Church on the War Powers Act?

The President, under the Constitution, has themto

defend American life and property from acts of aggression.

Cooper-Church amendment was not designed to limit
protection of American life or property. It was aimed at
stopping American participation in hostilities which were not

principally a threat to American life.

(FYI: Seizur'e of an American ship and crew on the high

‘seas is considered an Act of War and there are no legal

rest ictions on the President's ability to act, commmensurate

with the situation with which he is faced, according to Rod Hills.)

(The last phrase means that any U.S. action would have to
be limited to the area of the ship and crew. The President
could not order bombing of Phnom Penh, for instance, as a

retaliation.)
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DISCUSSION PAPER

As a follow-up to our telephone call to you last night concerning the
seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide
you in advance and on a pr\ivate basis the following information which will
be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after.

Beginning at 8:30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning and
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began
efforts to block this movement. Three Cambodian patrol craft were
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat
succeeded in reaching Kompong Som, possibly with some U.S. captives
aboard.

The MAYAGUEZ is still anchored off Koh Tand Island. The first
U.S. Navy surface vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the
area this morning. In the meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargc ship,
the MS HIRADQO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang
Island, which is also claimed by Cainbodia. Radio contact has been lost
and the fate of this ship is unknown.

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at 1: 30 p.m. EDT and

will meet again today. We will keep you informed.

PPt B N o
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ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Beginning at 8:30 p. m. EDT yesterday, there were indications
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U.S. captive
crewmen from the ship to the mam}.and After giving warning e

= A ek o U. S, axrcraft ‘began

efforts to blo this movement. Three Cambodian patrol craft were

. destroyed arﬁ%ﬁi‘ others were damaged and 1mmob1hzed One
boat succeeded in reaching Kompong Som, ; -

hY

U.S. aircraft had been receiving small arms fire irom such
B airereft for several hours prior to this action.
>h

The Mayaguez is still anchored off Koh Tar;,g Island The first
U.S. Navy sesdéere vessel, the destroyer escort "HOLT, mmd.a/s

Naw /N the area Meds-rrrexning.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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TO: %’W

For Your Information l/

For Appropriate Handling

W&‘U/@MMﬂ

Robert D, Linder
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WHITE HOUSE CC
BEFORE THE LATEST CAY2COD1AN /DVENTURE TUARANS INTC ANOTHER
TONKIN GULLF FIASCO, I URGE YOU TO LAY ALL THE FACTS OX
THE TABLE FOR THE AVERICAN PEO-LE T2 EVALUATE IVECLIATELY.,
AS I EXANINE THE FRASMENTAFRY EVIDENCE AVAILABLE FROM

PRESS REPORTS OM THIS INTIDENT, 7 CANNOT HELP BUT THINK THAT YOU,
AND YOUR ADMINISTRATION, HAVE FAILEC TO LEARN THE SORRY LESSGHMS

OF QUR PAST TUVOLVEMENT IN INDOTHINA,

A GARRIF NARRATIVE OF EVENTS T& OFFERUS BY AM ORSCURT

PENTASON SPOKESYAN IN PLACE CF ? CLEAR STATELENT OF FACT FROW
THZ PRESIDENT HIMSELF .

- - - - - v me

THIS SPOKESW M REFUSES TO ARSUeR QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS.

YCUR 0" PRISS SECRETARY RIFUSES TO SAY WIHETHER FURTHER
QTUIRE HAV. SEZEN GIVEN TO THE AIR FORCE AKRD THE NAVY,

58 OFF ICC REPORTS THAT YOU RECZIvED A STACIS

~
2
CSLWRUS OF SUSPORT FRO CONTRISSINHAL LEADERS,

0T YOU SI0 10T SPEAX 10 THE LIZATIRS YOURSELF,

POMANET AND ANONYNOUT 'THAEAS OF YOUR GU 3.7 SSIONAL
LIA2C0N OFFICS YD THO CANTASTS. ONORY REALLY XKMONS nHD SiI
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THE WARINES HAVE LAMPZO IN THAILAND BUT THAILAND FANTS
THEM OUT AND THERE IS & VEAY REAL QUESTIGH AS TO YOUR AUTHORITY
TO COMUIT THEM, y

MR . PRESIDENT , BEFORZ T RETUAL TO THE E72 CF
~

CONROMTATION, CZCEPTITM AND DISTLLUSION, “AXE A FULL PUSLIC

T DISCLGSURE OF WiAT 'S GOIKG ON SO THAT THZ FEOPLE AND THE CONGRESS

CAN JURZE THESE ACTIONS ACCCRDINGLY .,

1 URQE YOU TC GO ON TeLEVISION YN EDRIATELY AKD WSET YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE AYZRICAN PEOPLE
GOVERNOR MILTON J SH PP . !
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

laitin says that at 11 A.M, he will announce the sinking of
two of the Cambodian boats. He does not plan to annoynce,

but X he believes that some Americans were aboard the sunken
boats.

He also said that they were loading B-52°'s at Utapoa at this
time, and if you remember there is a hotel roof that overlooks
the base....80 this could be reported.

Laitin also said that White House congressional people would
be briefing selected Congressional leaders on the sinkings at
ll A .M'
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May 14, 1975

SEIZURE OF THE MAYAGUEZ

POLITICAL

In response to all questions on exchanges between Thai Government
officials and U.S. on the question of U.S. forces in Thailand respond
simply with the following:

"We ar e in close diplomatic contact with the Thai
Government. "

The above guidance will be used by the State Department today
in its daily briefing. They have been instructed not to go beyond the
above.

MILITARY

Later today subsequent to consultation with the Congress
the Department of Defense will make an announcement to the effect
that American aircraft have fired up on Cambodia vessels and several
have been sunk, If asked about reports on Cambodian vessels being
sunk, you may say that the Defense Department will have information
available. ‘

DIPLOMATIC

Guidance on questions about diplomatic exchanges or efforts
to secure the release of the Mayaguez should be answered, as in the
past, with a simple:

"We cannot comment on any diplomatic efforts

being undertaken at this time."

—

.
L

‘‘‘‘‘



May 14, 1975

SEIZURE OF THE MAYAGUEZ

I. POLITICAL

In response to all questions on exchanges between Thai Government
officials and U.S. on the question of U.S. forces in Thailand respond
simply with the following:

"We ar e in close diplomatic contact with the Thai
Government."

The above guidance will be used by the State Department today
in its daily briefing. They have been instructed not to go beyond the
above.

II, MILITARY

Later today subsequent to consultation with the Congress
the Department of Defense will make an announcement to the effect
that American aircraft have fired up on Cambodia vessels and several
have been sunk. If asked about reports on Cambodian vessels being
sunk, you may say that the Defense Department will have information
available.

III. DIPLOMATIC

Guidance on questions about diplomatic exchanges or efforts
to secure the release of the Mayaguez should be answered, as in the
past, with a simple:

"We cannot comment on any diplomatic efforts

being undertaken at this time."
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May 14,
A. ADMINISTRATION ABC

U.S./Mayaguez 2:30 (lead)
Ford/Mayaguez 1:20 (#3)
HAK/Mayaguez 1:35 (#2)
Scali/Mayaguez :20 (#5)
U.S./Thailand 2:50-(#7,8)
State/Laos -
Labor/Jobless benefit -

U.S. Defense Spending -
Ford/Swirmming Pool

U.S./Relations W/Third Wbrld -
OTHER MAJOR NEWS

Congess/Mayaguez 2:10 (#4)
Families/Mayaguez 1:45 (#6)
Laos/Student Mobs :25 (#9)
Stans fined $5000 1:45 (#10)
Fla. Land Fraud :20 (#11)
Apollo/Soyuz 1:40 (#12)
Nuclear test :25 (#13)
Israeli raids into ILebanon :20 (#14)
Sadat/U.S. Aid <10 (#15)
Auto Sales Down :20 (#16)
Stocks/11-Month High :15 (#17)
Congress/Korea 1:45 (Smith)
Kate Smith & the Flyers 1:45 (#18)
Congress/Budget -

41

Wednesday TV

. Times of Evening Network Newscasts

Potts & Election '76 -
Memorial/2 dead Marines -
Arson For Profit/Hard Times -

1975

NBC

4
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:10
45

:40
:05
:05

:25
:30
:30
:40

245

:10
:15
:10

:20
:50
:30

(lead #2,6)
(#3)

(#7,8)
(#11)
(#14)

(of lead 4,5)

(#9)
(#10)
(#12)

(#16)

(#17)
(#18)
(15)

(#13)
(Brinkley)
(#19)

:05
:05
:15

:05
:05

220

:20
:35

:50
:35
:05
220
:15
:10
:10
:10

:55

(lead #2)
(#3)
(of #3)

(#5,6)
(of #7)

(#10)

(#15)
(Sevareid)

(#4)
(#7)
(#12)
(#9)
(#8)
(#14)
(#15)
(#11)

(#13)



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

TO: Jack Hushen

FROM:  Phil Buchen/lzw ,ﬁ

It's O.K, to release these letters after
you know the letters have been released
from the Hill,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

Deaxr Mr. Speaker:

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success—
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mavaguez sustained minimal damags
from gsmall firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly
and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. airxcraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their

- regcue would be more difficult, I directed the United

States Armed Forces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement between the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while
still taking all_ 9@b5&b?e care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U.'S% cdptives. During the evening of

13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat attempting to leave the

R

b




island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded
in reachlng Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around

’Wlthout injury to the passengers failed.

Our continued objective in this operation was the rescue
of the captured American crew along with tﬁa retaking of
the ship Mavaguez. . For that purpose, I ordered late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island
of Koh Tang to ssarch out and rescue such Americans as
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. 1In addition to continued flghter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, thesa marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement oxr support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the process of disen-
gagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his ‘

' authority as Commander—in-Chief of the United States

Armed Forces.
Sincerely,

The Honorable
The Speaker
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C'fQOGSlS

.
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Q: We'! Va extracted what - 50 to:al? { x 3 « " 5 o
- A3 'We've extracted 26. :
Q
A

¢ That's ali?’ 5 i .o A
s That s rfght. X . eh R

L
b s

i W - S g
: These were in that helicopter that was downed and separate £xom the
other group? )

A: That's correcc. : Lo A \ : 5 v
: Many of these arxe wounded?
t I just told you that.

L

(3

Q: So we really haven t extracted any of the group ‘that made a successful
landing and were fighting? Is that right? In four hours we have not extracted
any of that company—sized force? ,

. A: That's right. One of the roasons for that is that they were walting
for the carriar CORAL SEA to come close to tha island so that the choppers that
were agsigued to extract these Marines would have 8 short haul end go in many
cycles to cover just the 10 miles. On a number of occasions some of the choppers
wera turnad back because of fire. g '

. ’ a
5 5 b e, 5 b e

o = '
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' i

R h"rllgr the %Lcrccnry in ansver to' quustton as to whether any Americans

su'te-n killed, awnsoccd yes nLr. Has ,that chanrud in any reg er bured on
€y9TLs that you hfva now received?

Ar Yu the course of this action in the’ past Fwenty-:our hOurS. there
wis only one knoun KIA. °

] ) o N f . '
Q: You do thﬁ one known' killed in action? - %4 .
A Yoy, aud 1 donfﬁ have any confirmation.
Q: VWhexe weras Lha'Am-ricans at the, tiuwe-that they boarded the Thai vhin?
Al I don' C.‘ kaow.: : R g :

)
1 : . °
r ! i v

Q: You gay ove krown LLA is theve a posslbxlxty ‘of another death?
A: I vold you that any casuvalty figures are tentative and I doa' t waac
13 ‘gou inty it as Ny further because 1t could be misleadin?.
e : ' '
Q: Ave thesa swmall boats going up to thc beach and takiny off Mariues
and golag back te the WILSON? ; i ¢ h :
A That is bne ‘plang j ’
Q: Ay decision ‘been made to 1e4ve there OVurnighc? - f ol

.  J : I‘$¢id that ‘the oparatidns ure'continuing!throuhh the' nigh:, and there
: a:q_a‘nkfbcr.of'difﬁcrgﬂt opt;o"a.

0
Moo .

o s

. [ ‘ f . i
kaow that a ccrta*ﬂ wuwber of people were wounﬁcd, that fizure

i3 not goley, to be uuuced dny, ic can only increase. Why can 'r wo h+v¢ tre
ednicun figura?- e, 2
%

Bectuse T do not havh a proper figu*e to pive you. I will give it to
_.¥Ou az ‘socn-as I can. : i o

f " 5 5 i
(] B 8

s Qs kaat s the propar “isure? If you do know ‘that scome: puople are wounlied,
ehy oo ﬂ t ve learn that that number 1 WOaned° e

ned told,you that the raport from the helicopter pilot gald thar many ooe
wa"adaé tbu: was the word he usad. .

Q:  Wh Ten you adid a nunbar of choppers were tuvrasad bacx, were you talking

—.a
a&hout chdppers that want in trying to extract-the main force?
4 l\- \Qdo

Q: Hava ,there. b;en any naval gunf re strikes or air support striles calie
in to support that caopv=r operrcion?

d 1

n'\: ch. . . . . ' o L ) &

Q: ‘Arc thoy con:inuinr now? : -

A: 1 gaid operations are continuing through the nighc and this offers
sany Jiiferent cptions to the men who are in charge.

Q: Bvea though ch; chbopera were turned back by ground fire, the Marines
ALY Dot ﬁivunu Jown? '

Al

1 would not say .hey were pinaned ‘down. i

—
-

Q;  Bow would you deseribe 1t? - ‘ i
A: I would say they are\therg on-the beach waiting to be extracted by

“helicopters aad boata. - : P L
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oo s This s ot a verbatim' transcript) - 4.

Q: Could you give us a more detailed charac:crizatlon of how heavy the
fire is that they are receiviug?
A: No, it's impossible for me to characterize it; it's heuvy but -
intermictent and I can t really tell you anything more than I know.
Q: " Could you clarxfy one point on :he wounded you mentioned that the
- helicapter had been hit going in and on leaving that it was carrying namy
wounded. Did that imply that these people were wounded as the helicopter was bit
as 1t was coming in, wounded later in comba: or wounded during evacuation?
A. I cannot angwer that question.

Q: ‘Have any other helicoprexs been hit or shot down? .

A: In the first wave of helicopters, three wera downed and two wers disabled
but were-able to fly back to thelr bases —— one flew back.to its base with ona of %
engines shot out. .Of the two choppers that were dissbled but were ablé to make -
it back to their base, one:made it back to an island = I don't koow the nama ~—- -
aoma distance with Lts.full load of passengers; the other had dischasged the

Marines at ¥oh Tang. Both of then made it bdck_yafely even though they .

were damaged. i
l

. Qs Beyond chosa ftve, have’ othara been damaged ox shot down?
A: Not co my knnwledge.

e

Q: The one “"“: we talkcd about. the ‘26, s that mv.luded g the taree."
L A Yes. : r ; o i
Q (1nnndib1e) S AT R o oL 7 % ]

A:; We tried to' get them out as fast as We can, after there was no veed
" for them on the island. :

-

Q: Was that helicopter going :o land in a sepa:ate placs from the main
‘bedy, was that its mission — the one that had the many wounded on it --
was that going to a different place than the main body?
. © A: Tt was going to extract these Marines, that was itr nissioxn.
Q: !Back up, earlier, in the first wave we had one that went down with
25 or 26 on it, that got saparated from the main body. Was it headed to a2 J
¢ifferent location or was it the fact that it was hit that caused it to dspesit
its 25 or 26 in a differont location?
A: The first one that was hit was dowmed about 100 feet of fSnore and
[that was the one with the crewman who sat on top of the chopper in order
'to man the radle for quite a few hours. :

Q: The others made it to shore?
g A: 'The others made it to shore, apparently. I have to qualify a lot of.

these because the information coming in sometimes is a little conflictins and it
takes time to soxt 1: out. : .

Q They made i: co shore, are the wounded anong this group or it's an
entixely different thing?
" A: I'm talking. about this one group, Yyes. o !
£ ) . MORE
; 5 \ -.‘ " \ %
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(Thiﬂls'not a verbatin trauscfip:) : Se

oG The Secve ’ary, indicated that rhe Tth boat edme from Komposg Huiy;
vhy vere ?bc Mazinuy nedt to Koh Tang if it was known tha crewmen had been
1 Jc:;“aa Som? ;
Al T'cguag we had goue gvidence that indicated Lhﬂ— they had spent pareg,
Az ltast ¢

a¢ nisht on the island of Koh lang. i
Q: Was it expecred that the man were on the island or was ic bclicVﬂd
that they were in Xompohg Som?:

.

Ohv'axsly wa weren't sura; we thought thcj uigh. be ia both plcoces.

A3 1 vecall ic, the Sacrctary sazd thnc the litcle boat was comim; apparently
aso; TR wal inland. - . ;

y -1

And he also said apparently from Rompong Som?
That's tha = 1..nl:md.

Lo you' now know wvhere it was coning from? "Rave you clarified that
co cbe Sauru:a“y speke?’ 2ol
H °| y ’ : ’

' 1
You doa't know for sure whether the crew was fu Kompong Som at aay

Y o i
A: No, T haven't had rime to go into that'frawkly. It was much more I=pozTont
& wacv rhac. thay wera safie, alive, back on.the ship, manniang their shing the
vere Tired up and they ave on their way back to the port that they were
for vhor they wera so rudely interrupted..

ttiea Thal boat came from Kompong Som?

A: It s¢enud te come from that direction. The first we heard or kaaw abzus

#n wa heard 2 report saying thera's a small boat coming and we can
a whi:e flag. The next report saild we can see 30 white flags. Taen 34

aad 1£ you receall, many, many hours ago, the minute the skipper

2o Amavican destroyer identified them as crewmen of the merchant 5h-p, I
ana Je

dun hera and told you there woere 30 and as it turned out when thay
Tecounting, it tL”neu out that they ware all there.

o
0

' 4

o a
"
2w
oh

‘l

o

3o

wrn S v e
“wiwt G

o
b 7]
™
'.J

~Caa you identify the uux: of M rines in this eppraticn?
uO. l

‘i\ . LI

! . ‘

ThenSecretary safd that when the boat cama up it vas apparuwz.y trying
te combat actlen. You don't remembar thar?

T Jon t racall that' ph—ash and 1 cou}dn'

"
[{]
~
4.}
.80 9 ST

P “ ee
v~
c

.

e\nlain chac. ;

v

-~

tla cecz
e 4 o1 . -
Iz might have been because somc reporc.we recciv;d irdicated that he szt
skipper of the morchant ship said that 1if they let his crew go ciat

all the bombing off. It was all garbled. I woa't scand behind that
A & thiall the Sccretary would at this polnt. L

2ad o think that it was a Cambodian &f or: to srop ¢o=bhbat as |o: ==
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Vﬁa' was :he name of this oper acion? i :
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. A: T assume it was not a serious question and ;& 11 fargive :Lt at this
hour. We had no time to give it a name to the bebt’ of my knowledge.

Q: It was :Lndica:ed that the Thal crew of t.he fishing vessal which brought

out the 40 seamen was permitted to go on its way; is that correct and if so, why?
A: Why not" 5 : . .

Q: The point ‘of the quescion wag why wasn 't any attempt to interrogate
them; find out what they were told; why they were there; where they came fron?
A: I.don’t know. They said they wanted to stay on the boat and head for

Thailand and I, assume the skippet of the destxoyer w:tshed them "God Speed."

. Q: It is not verified where :he boat: came Etom ot haw t:be crewmen happened
to be put on that boat; how they. happanad to be with the Thais? °
. A? I'm sure when this merchant vessel rear.hes the .port :hat your local

_correspondent will inter:agate them :.n full.

Q: What did the Captain tel]. the =~
. A: I honmestly do not know. The minute tha crewmen were all safe and on
their way, all my att\.ntion t:urned to the Mar.mes.

.
s 5 . Tol Foy
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rh (This ié naL a verbacim transcript.) - S Bpkalac

Q: As of 3:30 this mornzng. ynu put :he CORAL SFA 90 paut;r11 elles
off of Koh Tang.

S 1 osatd 95 mlles and p:acevdtng at 30 Lnocs.

!

4 /
Q: rbAc would put them of 22 Shori Wboud 5138 this morqtnu. The Mayoguesz
“i3 Lﬂ(utuay 40,

At Don't p*nwuiu: me on the time, 1 mqy have- 5octcn the 1nforn1:i0ﬂ
‘an-hour dater, £o don! - draw any conclusions f£rom that, She was, when 1 got

:h; -»Iur~xciau. thac distancae, proceediny at that spced nnd sho kept closing
1a wnd as sha as. she was launching planes, etc,
)

Q: You iﬂ:errud th¢n that the operation of eox cracting thes e,ﬁnrihes
i not zoing as suoochly as it had been anticipatud? , ;

A: ¥ can't answer’ that questlion bacause you'vre asking ‘me to tell you
how the Commanding Officer there was anticipating how things would "o. You
sizht 3peculata, Lhm; maybe they felt chat ic would add a safety £actor if
tha CORAL SEA wag cloaer to’ the islaad because ic uoald shorten che distance
v @ !

ST :“: rescue ha1-~aocu*s. \ i k

" Q: You were haviﬂg trouhle owtrqxtiug - them, ju«n frOﬂ che fact that
thasa rascea hellcoptaers were driven oif.

A You ean Keep asking that quascion.a dozeu times and,T 11 Cﬂ‘l Jou
that che operacion is Loncluuing; that we would L1Lo o eet then oftf iu 15

sinuzes, of coursel but we Loy to do it safely. Sometimes to do things
safaly ;quires extrza time, 3 ,

* s . X i
/ % -

o)

*
“1 woulda' c rala 1t out, . ‘ i
G , > . » - '

Yo poqsible to cxtract them at nighc or uoul& it ba

s i. DdSaLblh chac they will bave to stay the\e be/ond nlght l}?

© Qs \Juld it thon
much more difficule?

A 1T sald operations
a41y op’

-

ara concinuirm and among these opcrations are
ions for the pgople who are COnduC»ih& tha’ extrﬂction operation.

W Q: A* vou bolngvto have a fu’l chronologically of ‘this whole incident?

we told last night that you would have it point-by-point, the tizing
rehing., | i

; I think

we .can put one together. Iican give you something now on it,
pat go back a little bit, It's one of those you might forzgive me for
ving a lot of holes in the story because as the night wore on 80 did I.

©
x;'...-o -$

Let's go bzck to Wednesday evenlng. At 5 45 p.m, LDT ‘Washlngton .lme,

¢ JCS brdered the Pacific¢ Conmand to affect tha. recovery of the SS MAYACCEZ
ar& the Anerican crew. This, of course, was done at ;he direction of the
Prosident, 'This plan called for boarding the MAYAGUEZ with Marines from the

Restroyer ‘Escort clL USS HARQLD n.hdLT which was ‘the first American warship
£o reach she nruq. : l
. i

Also parct’ o£ the plau called for Marines to be landed by helicopter at

Xoh Tang Island.to rescue any crew members of the merchant vessel that might
be churu. To support these opevations, Navy!tactical ailrcrafr from the Cazrier
COR. EA 2nd Air Force aircraft were utllized, including CORAL SEA air strives

on n:litary targets in the Kompong Som comylex. Now to put the Mari.cs aboazd

3 : f e L MoRE " th
" . : e -9 .I
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‘ R (This is not a verbatim tranacript. ) - T

‘the Destroyer Eacorc, chn RAROLD HOLT, 4t waa nuacssary :o hover over the

Destroyer and ta dﬁbark tha Marines by rope ladder because the helo port .,
on the HOLT could mot’ support a CH-aZ which 1s, as you know, a very ;

.' . % 0% [ / .! ‘
Have you all“seen pictures oE the.hOLf? Let me get a copy to show you. .

-

Q; Can you tell us "the range of :he CH-537 e
A: It depends, % underatand they can go 200 miles but they like to

‘keep it down to 125-150 and thea it also depends on, whether it's fully

.reslstance,

the first wave == we landed 135 Nhrines on - the 1sland.

loaded for combat or not, so it's-a long range halicopter and a very big
one. They were used quite a bic in. thc evacuatinn. if you remembet-

 Q: How many battle dressed Marines do, they carry?
A: Call-the duty officer after this, ‘he's got all those basic facts,
The first helicopter approached che 1sland ‘about: 7120 p.m, and received
multiple hits from small arms fire. During the firxst Belicopter insert*on -

r
1

(Shows.- picCure of the EOLT and the helicopaor landing port which you:
can see is only ianteaded for small Mavy choppers amd nmot these gilant cues. ;
. This 1s a photograph of the WILSON, which is with the HOLT, a thousand

yards off shore right now, at the island of Koh' Tang, and ths is the VEGA

which is alsq -onc of .the ships in the. area.)

3

At 8 20 ‘p,m. EDT, the Dastroyer Escort HOLT came along side the ‘merchant
vessel MAYAGUEZ and ten minutes later the Marines.bgarded the vessel with no

‘After a complete cearch of' the ship, it was deterwined that there

was no one aboard. Althaugh some citings mada earliar, frowm quite a distance..

bad indicated that there were a fow people on board, A possible explanation
of this is that the Marines found in. the kitchen some hot tea and some wara

.rice, with some plates, which indicated that some -people had beea.diaing *there.

They wight have clambered of f :ha ship.

T

.

. Q. Cambodian guatds perhaps. sentries?
. At Who knows.,

e

A
(] .

At any rate, after they made a thorough search of tha ghip because some’
thought that they might, have been down im the hold, at 9:30 p.m. an hour after

they boarded, the Marines ran up the American flag on the MAYOGUEZ and cone part
£ the mission had been accomplished. ! \
0 ; 3 l : e
At 10 45 p.m, EDT the guided missile Destroyar USS H. . WILSON,

reported a small boat approach;ng it, appareantly from the ‘mainland, diSplaVins

a white flag. You know the rest of that part of the scory, of carse,

I think as far as the. chronology is concerned thac sort of brznge you
pretty much up to date,

Q: You mentloned therelre several large warahins in the area. Can’ you
tell us what thev are aside from the two destrovers? . e
At You 'know about tha CORAL SEA, . st 7o
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- (This 1s uot a verbntim crnnsctipt R : 9.
. | ' i
f‘ :
Q: You m= “tioned the VEGA what's that’ o
A: That's 'a refrigerator sh{p or a food supply ship. ,She just hap-
rencd to be in the area. She was the second one on' the scene, she happen22.

el

to be in the area and while she is a food supply ship she does carry some
deck guns, . ’

g A S o
Q: Was she involved in any shelling? Vg s
A: Not to my knowledge. The other ships there; Destroyer, THE USS
_' GRIDLEY, Destruoyer, BAUSELL, Destroyer-Escort LANG, and there are a couple

of other ships that are not yet’ in the area but were approaching it and
‘they way be tu:ned back,

2
’

Q: How about giving us the time of that statement that none other than

the 26 had left? We've been talking in here for a while,

A: As of 7:13 this morning, It's not an official time, it's yy time
when I heard it. §

Q: Were Lhere any other targets .in the KompongSon area besides the
airfield that wag hir?

* - A: The runway was cratered and I chink some
and 17 p;anes were destroyed.

« +« .« hangars were hit
Q: But other than thaL in the airfield area?
A¢ Not to my knowledze.
Q
A

T Were port facilit*es. cte? S ) !
: I don't believe so.

Q: Wbere were the Alr Force planes based that ware parcicipdtinb in
these operations?

' A: I dida'’t stop to fznd out, I was interested mainly in the action
_in the area of Koh Tang..

‘Q: Do you know what kind of ordnance they are Inying down?
_A: A1l kinds. :

o ” I
Q: Including boﬁbs?
A: You mean at Poh Tagg?

Q: Yes. 4 : T &

A: I don't know ‘exactly but I know they changed the type of ordﬂance

they carried depending on what the parcicula: mission, wha:ever :hey use
for what they vall suppressive fira. '

Q: Is it true that most of the Alr Force planeﬁ are based in Utapao?

A: You kriow probably more abouc that than I do Frank, and I caa say
.that honestly, .can't 17 .

i ~ . . 1
Tl e S . - =END= RN
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Thursday, May 15, 1975, lq 20 a.m, o S,
(AﬁD/PA Laitin) , o L

1

The ceracclon by helicochr of thc remaining Americans on Koh Tang

“Island continued after dark, At.9:10 a.w, FDT, Washington time, the last

helicopter brought out a. number 6f'Mariﬁes an& helicopter crewmen which
ic 13 believed are the last of the security ground force on the Island.

Tbey landed 10 minutes Iater on the. deck of the CORAL SEA which wa
stat;eaud about 10 miles off shore. Meantime, the USS HOLT. and USS w*LSSN,
both destroyers, and dess than 1,000 yards off shore will continue to search,
cloge to ‘the Island, 'untfl a final muster of .pergonnel aboard the Carrier
CORAL SEA and the destroyers WILSON. and HOLT confirms that all Marines and

helicoprer créwmen arve accounted for. The muster is expected to be COu&*etbG
befora noon today, Washington time.

- .Q
A

l
P

Do you have ony report on casualries?
Any accurate weport on casualties will.have to tbmain until Lhe

v
«
*
.

- muster is completed which should be within an hour or so.

is comp!eted.

! . A VO . ‘

Q: Is there any reason to believe that any people are missing?
At I den't want to jided into any account of. casualtins until the mnster
. : 1 .
. . . L » T
_‘Q‘ Ala any helicopter miasing or prequmed down? A o
At T went into that before‘ :
!

: Q; You mentionud the one kxlled in action, hut said it was uot Jully
confirmed, /.

‘ oA That 5 right when we finiah the MUSLOY we wixl Lhen be in a
posicion to detexmine the casudltic&. o

! .
Was this et ”actiaw cprriea cut- wich contiming ﬁeaey fire
I.doq t have that 1n£ormatxan rnght now, :

H
'

-

»ﬂ¢>f?,h.

Do you have anything on Cambodian 1ossas? . o ;"
Koo 0 L L o

W

=0 »e >0

y a M c. } . N
- t - :
Were Lhey all- cv&cuated by hel&coptar? :
XCs, they were, 1 said the-extraction. contlnuud after dark.

.

: What rxmc was the first suctéessful flight Ln? N
: 411 I can tell you now.is that the first hgljccpter that went in,

on the basis of ;nroxmation I have, vas after daxk, on the Icland.

" Q: Were thcy all eeract»d by helicoptcr or dld some g0 off on boat?

: A! Apparently the remaining security ground foxces were evacuated eatirely
by nelicoptet, .

r

' : S | - ‘ ‘\ “ -Fae{?“\'
Qi How Jarge was the Cambodian force .on the . Island? : fggfm'ﬁ“xﬂk
At 1 do not know. ' C o i3 H
. T Lo
‘ e

%

. :“'ﬁ“l?;ﬁ
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H
3

Wbac kind of arms did they have?
Small calzbre 15 fhe only way I can describe it.

¢ Any mortars? o S
' A31 I'm aware of ib small calibre, but lota of it. .

.

;$ﬁ?%§Tﬁ””

Were any Khmer Rouge forces taken prisone:?'
I have no knaw}edge of that,

R
e mn

3"(’3 Q0

: Were én; of.ihe choppers hit on this latest series of sorties?
‘ i Nof to my knowledge. There's a lor of detail that 1 didn’t want
;to wait to get. I thought you.mxght he iatcresLed in kuowing this,

i

;Q‘ Are you planning to give us :oday some c¢oharent, £ol)ow~up wrap-up
* on this?

‘A T thought I gave it to yau in a reasonably cohereant fo*m about Lhrae
hours ago. -

Q¢ Vere the Marines retufning fire while they were awaiting the helicopters?
A: T don't kihow, As I say there are a-lot of details involved in this
" closing eva;ua;xon thaL I did not cven _RLOp to 1nquire about,

Q: Wera any of the planes still firing at the Isl¢nd?
A: T don't know,. ! ‘ i

. - i . . N 4 .

: Q: Are theze,any other carriers in the area or proceeding towavds that

area? : S . BRI o S

A Ther'e were several hours ago, one or two carriers, that T believe was
proceeding in that area but’ they were considerable distance away., So I could

not” say thaﬁ thuy vere cven in the ¢rua and I don't kaow where they are now.

Q: Bid any of the rorccq return to Utapao or any place else in Thailand?
At I don't have any knowledge on that, I was more coucerned with Lhe action
axonnd the Island of Koh Tang and concentrated on that,

-

..% Q: What is the number that was remov;d from the Islan& to the CORAL SEA?
Ay I weuld say about’ 160, - :
) . T
¢ : . . R By
Q Was that the LoLal landznb party? . . : yigﬁ
A : ‘

H No, it was not.,;

Q: When can'we expect a further update?

&1 As soon as T have anything to give you which should be abouc noon,
I'll give it to you,

Q1 Trom tho plcture you Lavc us’ a couplc of hours ago, what happened
that turned it around?

A: That's your imprﬁs&ion. I‘m sorry you did get that impres ;sion from
wj earlier briefing.

Q: You sald the iui:ial helicopfén;going ian were driven off by fire.

Av T said the operation was continulng after dark and there were many

thelr
options Opcn to the men who ware handlinL the extraction and one of .
. i MAaAn: N S

g - b  marrs 2 3 Y
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(fhis ia a verbatkm rranscript ) h - L
, i . . .
oprions Lurned out to be highly successful apparently. P
’ ,. . x ..‘, : '
Q: ?hat was what? . ' : ‘ ’
}At I just finished tclling you. R S
,;.Q" Was iL Just the hellcopterb or were there cnher means?
A I Just baid they were taken out by heliuoptet.

Qs Arc there cichar desctoyers shclling the. Island or are our plajes
hitt:mg the Island?
At They are not now, as far as I know, shelling the. Island. Whether

they. did before,. those are. the things that I've got to catch up wlth _ Thay
ceztamly were prepared to do 1t if ue.cessmy. .

- Q: Was the opainn to wait until dark to take them off?
Ae No, this was. a. cantinuing opcration. o

i )

«END -
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The reason why the President will send his report teelian.
to Congress,as required under the War Powers Act, 7
by 6:20 a.m, this morning is that that time O ety
is 48‘hours from the time that American forces first
were wltgduesf) wio a s hane Lmmmosat= DGt o,
« That actlion
consisted of some of our #E® jet fighters shooting
in front of the Mayaguez in order to dissu arde the
Cambodians from moving the ship again. It is my understandin
that the ship had been moved twice previously from the
time it was seized, and we did not want the ship to be
moved into Kompong Som.
The report to Congress will not be ¥ released from

4

the White House. %
One makren fo spcatee pol ove o R
%?1, gt ,;Lo..qﬁqu\ ig the Sasz¢£1 .

il Jabirely Dy 5 wght. g

ORIGINAL RETIR
SPECIAL DOCUMENE?STF%E




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

The following telegram was sent to the President:

The undersigned Republican Governors of the United States commend
you, Mr. President, and the American armed forces for their courage
in rescuing the American ship and crew which was seized by the
Cambodian pirates.

This example of valor and a strong U, S. foreign policy will promote

the safety of American citizens throughout the wozrld. We commend and
thank you for your strong action,

Christopher S. Bond of Missouri
Republican Governors' Association Chairman

Arch A, Moore, Jr. of West Virginia
Republican Governors' Association Vice Chairman

Daniel J. Evans of Washington

Robert F. Bennett of Kansas

Mills E. Godwin, Jr. of Virginia

Robert D. Ray of lowa

James B. Edwards of South Carolina
Williarmm G. Milligan of Michigan

James A. Rhodes of Ohio

James E. Holshouser, Jr. of North Carolina

J. 8. Hammond of Alaska

Governor Bowen of Indiana is out of the country and his staff would not take respon-
sibility for adding his name. Governor Thomson sent his own congratulatory letter
to the President.

QW



CARROLL HUBBARD COMMITTEES:

CONGRESSMAN BANKING, CURRENCY
187 DISTRICT, KENTUCKY . AND HOUSING
' MERCHANT MARINE
423 CANNON House Orrice BUlLDING @ f t w 't h é t t AND FISHERIES
WassinaTon, D.C. 20815 ﬂﬂgtzgg 0 e aanite ates MRS, NANCY HIRST
(202) 225.3118 TRATIVE

3Bouse of Repregentatives

TO: News Media
FROM: U. S. Congressman Carroll Hubbard

WASHINGTON, May 15 Carroll Hubbard,

- U. 8. Rep.
D~Ky., chairman of the 75 House Democratic freshman
members, told President Gerald Ford today that he
congratulates the President "upon his decisive and
courageous action in sending U. S. Marines to recapture
the American merchant ship and its 40 crew members.”
Hubbard said, "It's good to win one for a change.”

The freshman Congressman added, "Finally our

American leaders have shown the world that we still have

- — ]

some guts and determination. Had we shown some fortitude

——— ] — - R ————
such as this during the past 10 years we could have easily
NIRRT A

won the war in Vietnam and could have avoided the émharrass-

ment of the Pueblo hijacking by the North Koreans in 1968."

-30-
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AT 11$09 SECRETARY SC

yepoaod

WI HAT THE SMALL

CREWMEN OF THE MAYAG

A

-

THERE WAS A BOAT APPROACHING IT WI TH W#ETE HIAGS ON IT,.

NGER TOLD THE PRESIDEMF THAT THE DESTIO YER
“BLAT WAS ALONG SIDE IT. AND THRT 30 OF TE

WERE COMING ABOARD, SPEEED
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TALKING POINTS FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION

I am calling to inform you, on a classified basis, of certain

developments with regard to the seizure of an Amerjican merchant

vessel by Cambodian naval vessels off the coast of Cambodia yesterday.

.

The United States has demanded the immediate release of the ship and
its crew, There has been no Cambodian response to this demand.

As a precautionary ﬁneasure, the President has ordered the
U. S. military {forces to take certain actions:

-- to prevent the American seamen from being trans-
ferred from the vessel or the nearb&* island to the Cambodian
mainland, placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting our
ability to rescue them.

-- to pre;\rent reinfofcernen'c frgm tﬁe Mainland of the
Cambodian fcrces detaining the American vessel and crew,

With these objectives in mind, the President has directed that

U. S. aircraft should attempt to stop the movement of Cambodian boats

5 .t bl

e el beuween the ship or the island and
and to prevent movement of the ship itself
the Cambodian miainland / Our military commanders have been

dirccted to uce the minimum force required to achieve these

objectives.,

FYL. Youmay draw on, hui not go beyond, the attached fact sheet in
answering questions on tliis subject,

R
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May 13, 1975

Status of the U.S. Merchant Ship Seized by Cambodians

The S. S. Mayaguez, seized by Cambodian Conmimunist forces, May 12,
is now about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Xoh
Tang Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe
that most or all of its crew has been transferred to the island., The
ship is ‘being kept under surveillance by U, S. reconnaissance air;:raft.

As a precautionary measurec, several US Navy combat vessels
have been ordered to proceed to the gener’al r;rea of Koh Tang Island,

The U.S. has requegted that Phnom Penh authorities have the ship

released immediately. We have, so far, received no reply.

An NSC meeting was convened this morning.

B

—

©————




TALKING POINTS

¢ At my direction, ﬁme&s/t;mght boarded the /

Lirwog - kot i ] o woer
A SS Mayaguez and landed at the Islgnd of Kdh Tang,f/'They also —

conducted supporting strikes against-the

I have now received mformatmn that the vessel has been ” ;
. AMLy“Vﬁ ‘}“/
recovered intact and that the' entire‘crew has been rescued,.

I wish to express my appreciation and that of the entire Sevedyid :Mr'\

nation to the units and men who participated in these operations. gL,

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION
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Question

In military actions to seize the captured MAYAGUBZ and
rescue its crew, did you comply fully with U,S. law?

Answer

I did. Neither the Cooper-Church Amendment in 1971 (which
prohibited use of U.S. ground combat troops in Cambodia)

nor the prohibitions in later appropriations acts against U.S.
combat activities anywhere in Indochina limited my Constitutional
authority under the circumstances in this case to protect American
lives and vessels from illegal attack and seizure, The War Powers
Resolution do es not in any way restrict the introduction of U. S.
armed forces into hostilities but merely calls for prior consultation
with the Congress if possible and subsequent reporting of the fact.
These procedural requirements were met.

PB 5/17/75 (revised)



Cuestion

Some members of Congress have raised the issue that you may
have notified but did-nottlcensult!’ Congress before attacks started
to prevent movement of Cambodian boats between the MAYAGUEZ
and Koh Tang Island or between the island and the Cambodian
mainland. Others have raised the issue that you did not ''consult!
with the Congress before you had already decided to seize the

ship and the island forcefully and to protect the operation by air
attacks on military targets, What are your comunents on these
issues?

Answer

From the very beginning of this operation, as our diplomatic
and military actions developed, I kept the leaders of the
Congress fully informed. On the decision made under a
critical time deadline to use force in order to recover the
vessel and the crew, I discussed the contemplated actions
fully with the leaders of the Congress and of the appropriate
committees as soon as possible,

As a former Congressman, I fully believe that it is important

for the Congress and Executive to act together on major issues,
That is the philosophy that I have followed since the beginning

of my administration, and that I shall continue to follow, Neither
one of us can assume the responsibilities of the other, nor should
we try, but it is important that we should work together and
understand each other's views.

PB 5/17/75 {revised)
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STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN LARRY WINN
WITH REGARD TO THE RELEASE OF THE GAO MAYAGUEZ REPORT

"] think it is a partisan thing at its ‘worst, Itis obvious 'rush' was
stamped on page proofs he received at the same time the full report
was given to the press, along with a news release quoting the sub-
committee chairman. Neither I or the Minority staff had any time
to go over the report or the news release, It was handled by the
Majority without our approval.

"Interestingly, Congress adjourned Saturday morning and the report

was hand-delivered to my office on Monday morning and released Tuesday
prior to the debates. I am going to call on the full committee chairman
to look into the timing and lack of cooperation with the Minority. These
had been non-partisan sub-committee hearings, but the timing of the

GAO report's release and the accompanying news statement was totally
partisan. '

et




On the Congressional contacts last night there was a strong concensus of
support and no objections.

LA

After the information was given to the Congressmen
and Senators, the comments of the Members were written
down by the Con ressioanl liaison staff and traNSmitted
to the President., The President coundn't talk to aii
every one of them, but there feelings were transmitted

to him, This is consultation, or discussion,



Qs
A

[;/ e 2|

WaR PoweRS

Has the President met his responsibilities under the War Powers
Act to WP consult with {ER Congress before taking any
military action?
The consultations that occurred last night between members
of the President's staff ahd Congressional leaders would have
taken place if there was no War Powers Act, because it is this
Priesident's firm desire to keep Congress fully informed of
his actions regarding the seizure of the Mayaguez. IR We v the

N ~
discussions the appropriate way for the Executive and

an Such 3 we naw €ace,

Legislative branchs to meet 'externaI proEIemoz But it is also

fair to say that these calls are consistent with the wishes of

Congress as expressed in the War Powers Agt.

Were the calls last night for notification, ot for consultation?
It was certainly more than notification! There was discussion
with the Congressmenm and Senators and their comments were paased

on to the Priesident. Qur action was not limited to just

notification. (u“l"‘““% {1,.,. woiwy e wod “M(-'tmhm‘a."

(FYI ONLY: Rod Hills and Jack Marsh don't think you should get
into a discussion of the legal technicalities of the War Powers

Act. Leave that to the lawyers,)

e
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TNE PRESIDENT
THE WKITE WOUSE
DEAR MR PRESIDENT TNE CAPTAIN AND OFFICERS AND CREV OF TME
SS NAYASUEZ TNANK YOU AND ALL TNE BRAVE NILITARY PORCES ¥HO
ARE FIGNTING AND DYINS TO SAVE OUR LIVES
CAPTAIN MILLER,
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FYI

May 16, 1975

U.S. RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE PONCE (SEALAND)

The following Notice to Mariners was issued by the Defense

Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p. m. EDT, May 12:

"Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to
remain more than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia

and more than 20 nautical miles off the coast of Vietnam including
off lying islands. Recent incidents have been reported by firing

on, stopping and detention of ships within waters claimed by
Cambodia, particularly in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. This
warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition
of Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation
of the right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or
derogation of the freedom of the high seas.”

BACKGROUND: It is reported that the sister ship of the Mayaguez

the Ponce, s on the same course to Sattahip that the Mayaguez was
following when it was seized. The Mariners' warning is still in effect.

Sealand Corp. has told the (State) Office of Maritime Affairs that

it plans to continue its regular commercial traffic from Hong Kong to

Thailand, but will skirt the area mentioned in the Mariners' warning.

Q.

Is the Ponce following the same course as the Mayaguez
and if so, isn't that rather foolish? What is the U. S.
responsibility for the safety of the Ponce?

The warning to Mariners issued Monday is a standard means
of alerting ships to possible dangers in an area. The final course
of the ship Ponce is set by Sealand Corporation in accordance with
established rules of international maritime passage. We have
been informed that Sealard has directed the Ponce to skirt the area

mentioned in the warning, but that it does not intend to alter its

" plans to continue commercial shipping from Hong Kong to Thailand.

et
T T
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The United States recognizes the right of innocent passage and
of the freedom of the high seas and will act in accordance with

those principles.

But what if the Ponce is fired upon?
We do not expect that to occur, and as I said, the Ponce
will be skirting the area. We have, by our actions, made our

position and our beliefs very clear.
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bec: James Falk, Associate Director -

of the Domestic Council aigécczzir
Robert Witt / h .

Republican Governor's Association

QIO QF I QOWIRRNOR

INDIANALOLES, ANDLANA 46205
MHay 19, 1975

President Gorald Ford
The White House
Hashington, D.C, 20500

Dear Preosident Ford:

Perfodfcally throughout the course of American history, our Presidents
have had to confront wmomentous decisions fnvolvipg the deploymnnt of
American forces. In these turbulent howurs of decisinn, the qunlity of
the man in the office of President of the United States §s5 tested -arn
Strenuously than by any other potential human situation, for the fote
of mankind lies Vliterally suspended in the balance.

A few days ago you were confronted hy such a test., The piracy of tun
iayaguez in the waters of tence South fast Asia constitutad an act ni
hostile provocation that could not be overlooked. At such timrg foth
the Constitution of the Unfted States and the weight of Amnrican ;0-1ic
epinton focus sharply upon the Yeadership of our President. Thess ape
truly decistons which can in no way bz shared by another, There can

be only one President . . . one Commander fn Chief.

Vour deciston was not only the vight one to he wade at that tiima, byt
it also has been proven to have been ihe right one after the fact.

\

I most enthusfastically Join the vast mxjority of all Americans in
support of your decision to re-affirm the principles of frecdom of
the seas, in a manner devoid of equivocation or potential misinter-
pratation by other nations of the worid,

Kindest personal reqard,

Otis R. Bowen, M,D.
Governor

OR5:ml



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN
FROM: MARGI VANDERH‘IM&p
SUBJECT: Follow-up Question on Mayaguez Report

In response to questions on the President's request for a report
following the Mayaguez incident you may say that the report
is being prepared by various departments, and will be presented
to the President shortly.
FYI: The report is now with the NSC Staff and may be ready as
early as next week. There are no plans at this time to make the report
public, since it is a report for the President.

In response to questions along that line, you can say that thev
issue of whether the report is made public has not been discussed, which

is, in fact, true.
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October 24, 1975 ... .~

Ron Nessen -

As discussed, the attached letter was
sent to all members of the MAYAGUEZ

crew with the exception of Guillerno
Reyes and Willfredo Reyes,

One member of the Reyes family was
killed in an automobile accident -
when it is determined whether it was
father or son - both were on the

MAYAGUEZ - an appropriate Presidential
letter will be sent.

Trudy Fry




7 VHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 22, 1975

Dear Mr. Sanchez:

Before any more time passes, .I want to
express my admiration for the courage
and steadfastness that you and all the
members of the MAYAGUEZ crew displayed
during the seizure of your ship.

The accounts of this incident which
Captain Miller and others have related
to me leave no doubt in my mind that
you all performed magnificently.

I wish you good fortune and smooth
sailing in your future endeavors, and I
hope that we will have an opportunity
to meet personally some time in the
future.

With personal best wishes,

Mr. Juan P. Sancllez
546 Ellington Avenue
San Francisco, California 94112



June 23, 1975

KISSINGER AND THE B-52's

A Parade Magazine article of Sunday, June 22, asserts fhat
Secretary Kissinger was in favor of carpet bombing of
Cambodia during the Mayaguez incident, but that the President

. decided against so extreme an action. Can you comment on

the veracity of the report?

The State Department deni‘ed the charges made in the story
on Friday, June 20. I would have nothing further to add to
their statement. As.you know, we never discuss what transpires
in NSC meetings, including what decisions were reached or how

they were formulated.
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country ‘The bombing- is:questionable and certainly the = (cagues" criticism; ts}? Ul tlgd sz % ofsmbem!iup and-‘make A
success of the. American- m:htary’m questionable ... ;Lhe:» Wesﬁfmg ik tbfe;f g aggressive !
- said.. g Tl - ; : : géx_&__
Cunninghans:; whik agreemg' th.ﬁglaroslavsky m»og- B
posmc the motmn, asserted it. dxd concern cttyf busmess,

- A < Z )anothercomtz#zéb kxdna.p . OGS, shxp:.._’rhat was.not: a,‘

‘hostile- act;maybexfr\vwkfn&aﬁproteeuo Ml #Ta

. Bernardi-wareférring to ttlie*captm‘e of the H»gf‘mtew-:_
ligence ship;:Pueblo;off the North‘Korean coast in196822<".

=. Taking-up that line, CoumkPxes:dent Pro Tem».iahnm

Ferrare chided: Yaroslavsky“%gfar*'probably" bemg "touw 3

young” to remember-the Pueblo‘ineident. ..ceiZ: -

. "The fear-and‘danger . (this:time} could” havebeenr the. :

same,” Ferraro said:"When you make a decmon, youl look

. at history." wED T L digaetsrs

- Ferraro also reminded Yamsiavskyﬂ‘nl Jtime and'xxmes >

: agam actions arebmught in {to the council} eonunmdmg‘
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HONG KONG (UPI) -- THE AUTHOR OF A BOOK DEALING WITH THE MAYAGUEZ
| TO HIM IN TRYING TO SECURE THE RELEASTY OF THE AMTRICAN CARGO SHIP AND

-REPORT THAT FORD GAVE® "LITTLE WEIGHT TO INDICATIONS THAT THE
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INCIDENT SAID SUNDAY PRESIDENT FORD USED ALL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS OPE:

ITS CR:=W.
ROY ROWAN, TIMT MAGAZINE BURTAU CHIEF IN HONG KONG WHO WROTE "THE
FOUR DAYS OF MAYAGUEZ,™ DESCRIBED AS "HARDLY FAIR™ A CONGRESSIONAL-

CAMBODIANS MIGHT BT WORKING OUT A POLITICAL SOLUTION,"
"WHAT INDICATIONS?"™ ASKED ROWAN, "THE PRESIDENT USED %VERY CHANNEL
OPEN TO HIMa MAINLY THT CHINESE. THE NOT%S WERZ RETURNED
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PRESTIGIOUS NETWSPAPRRS SUNDAY, JUST DAYS AFTSR PRESIDENT FORD WA
BACKYR_BY TWO OTHER MAJOR PUBLICATIONS.

THE MRKANSAS GAZTTT%, THE DAYTON (OHIO) DAILY Nt=WS, #Np THE L
ISLAND (M\Y.) PRESS CAME OUT FOR THE DTMOCRATIC PRESJHENTIAL NOMENEX
IV SDITORIALS SUNDAY. )

AST WETRy FORD WAS ENDORSSD BY THT JACKSON (4%$S.) DAILY NE
THT NASHVILLT\RANNTR,
g . . :

ATLANTA (UPI) M JIMMY CARTRR CAMPAIGN OF%ICIALS ART DTPENDI
GRASS ROOTS ORGANIZATION AND GOOD MANAGEMENT TO OFFSET AN EXPTC
FINANC IAL DISADVANTAGK IN THE CLOSING W2EXS OF THE PRTSIDENTIAL

CARTER'S CAMPAIGN HAS OUTSPENT PRTSADENT FORD'S PY 3-TO-1 AN
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMIITET IS NOT/XPTCTED TO RAISE AS MUCH
AS| ITS RTPUBLICAN COUNTZRPART. '

"JE FOUND OUT IN THT PRIMARITS/THAT THT GUY THAT SPENDS THT
gg‘gv DOESN'T NECESSARILY WIN,S¢CARTER TREASIRER ROBERT LIPSHUT

AS OF SSPT. 33, THY CART®ZS CAMRAIGN HAD SPENT APOUT $12.6 MILLION
OF | ITS $21.8 MILLION FTDERAL SUBSIDY. ALMOST HALF HAD GONT TO
ADYERTISING -- MUCH FORADS THAT WERS NOT TO APPTAR FOR SOMT TIMZ.

“| THE FORD CAMPAIGN, AS OF SEPT. 37, WAD SPINT ABOUT $3.5 MILLION or
IT§ $21.8 MILLION FROTRAL ALLOTMENT, ITS\ $7 MILLION T0 $9 MILLION
MEHIA“CAMPAIGN IS 40IST STARTING.
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WATSRTOWN, MAY. (UPI) -- AN ELDTRLY NTW YORK WOMAN HAS DIFD |OF
INJURIES SHT SUFFSRED WHEN SHE WAS HIT LAST W°XK BY A CAR IN A
POL{ITICAL MOZTORCADE FOR THT WIFE OF ‘SEN, WALTTR MQNDALE, |

POLICE SAID 68-YTAR-OLD DORIS KINGSLEY DIED SATURDAY OF INJUR
SHE| SUFFSA=D WSDNESDAY WHEN STRUCK BY THE L®AD CAR IMA MOTORCAD
CARRYINZ  JOAN MONDALT,
 BHTAIAS CROSSING AN INTERSECTION WITH THT GRETEN LIGHTNWHEN THT
MOTPRZADE ROUNDED A CORNER, ALSO PROCEEDING WITH THE LIGHT)NAT[A
FIVEAWAY INTSRSTCTION IN WATSRTOWN N.Y.

H% DRIVER OF THE CAR WAS IINABLE TO STOP IN TIME, OFrICERS WAID.
UPI 10-11 12346 ASD
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KASHINGTON (RAP) - Tue Unitep STRTES WiLL FLY ABouT 1:000 MARINES
To THAILAND IN THE CRISIS OVER CAMBODIR’S SEIZURE OF

A U.S. CARGO sHIPs PENTARGON SOURCES REPORTED TGDAY.
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