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MAY 16, 1975 ,

a4

INTERVIEW OF PRESIDENT FORD
by

HUGH SIDEY

MR. SIDEY; This is Jjust-kind of: a personal look at

your thinking in the crisis, Mr. President. Did this come .

as a surprise to you, Mr. President, had you expected this

sort of incident?

THE PRESIDENT: I never expected this kind of an

incident. We thought and I certainly thought that Cambodia

was out of the picture now and so I was greatly surprised that

Monday morning at 7:40 or 7:45 when I got my‘CIA briefing_and

~ they announced that an American merchant ship had been seized.

It was just'something'that didn't occur to me.

S OTNIT V. TTam vrmssam T el 24T qnm -,
M hsras a ® TTMALS Y s adid e A wO D ) s v~

feeling that something had to be done?
,THB PRESIDENT: My first response was that I knew -
I would be seéing Henry, I fhihk; at 9:15 that morning and

that is where we usually talk over any operatlonal problemg,w_i

,:- Q
and so when he came in that morning, we discussed the s

situation.
I asked for a full report and then we had an NSC
meeting at noon that day, as I recollect. As a result of that

conversation With Henry, I ordered an NSC meeting at noon that

Digitized from Box 14 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MR. SIDEY: Whén did you begin to get the sense?

THE PRESIDENT: The real sense of some potential
development that might réquire a major decision éame at the
NSC meeting at noontime.

Mﬁ. SIDEY: What in general has been your feeling

about that sort of thing over the years, about a show of U.S.

force and the necessity‘to assert yourself in a time like

that?

' THE PRESIDENT: I have always been on the side of
strbnger éction réther than weaker adtion and I think my'com-

ments, for example, during the early stages of the Vietnam

war reflect that. That is not a gomparableisifuation,;bufgit;

is a refiection of.hy general attifude.

In fhié case, I made no decision because we had
ships; where théy were, what théj éould do. Of coﬁrsé,nét
that NSC meeting we made the decision té send a note to the
éambodi&n‘géverﬁﬁent fhfougﬁ thé PRCNOffice here and fhrough
the liaison office in Peking with George Bush'having it |
delivered to the Cambodian embassy in Peking.

But at that NSC meeting, things started to go
thfough my mind. It'couid be séribus} If,might require some
very direct action in’'a variety of ways.

MR. SIDEY: What worried you most?
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, té attack tﬁe boats.

VOICE: There was an NSC meetinglat 10:30 that
morning, which is where the decision to attack the boats was
made.

THE PRESIDENT: That is right.

VOICE: But the aﬁtual attack.didn't start until
6:30 in the'evéning,

THE PRESIDENT: You see, we - -had that NSC meeting at
10:30 that morning which is darkness there. We-had informa-
tion from our observation aircraft that tgere.were boats .
around the island. I guess they might have even been observed

during the daytime. But we still had them under observation

at night..

We didn*t know at that time whether the people were.

‘on the ship or on the island or whether they would be moved

from either the ship or the island to'the‘mainland.- So I
issued an order that we shoﬁld prevent enemy boats or launches
to either leave the island, the ship to go to the mainland or
to come from the mainland to the ship or the island.

The aircraft that were over the area were able to
keep pretty darned good track of the ships, the boats. I
think we sank three, damaged four, and one got away.

VOICE: That pilot thought he saw some people on the
deck that he wasn't eritirely sure about, so rather than risk

hitting any Americans.
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THE fRESIDENT: Yes, to attack the boats.

VOICEi There Qas an NSC meeting at 10:30 that
morning, which is where tﬁe decision to attack the boatslwas
made,

THE PRESIDENT: That is right.

VOICE: 4But the actual atfack didn't start until
6:30 in»the événing.

'THE PRESIDENT: You see, Qe had that NSC meeting at
10:30 that.morniﬁg which is darkness there. We had informa—r

tion from our observation aircraft that there were boats .

- around the island. I guess théy“might have even been observed

during the daytime. But we still had them under observation

at night.

‘We dian*t kﬁ§w7ét.tﬁat_fimé>whethéf tﬁétfeoéle were
on. the shiﬁ'cr on the island or whether they~wouldvbe moved
from either the ship or the island to the mainland. So I
issued an order that we should prevent enemy boats or launches

to either leave the island, the ship to go to the mainland or

.to come from the mainland to the ship or the island.

The aircraft that were over the area were able to
keep pretfy darned good track of the ships, the boats. I
think we sank three, damaged four, and one got away.

VOICE: That pilot thought he saw some people on the
deck that he wasn't entirely sure about, so rather than risk

t

hitting any Americans,
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MR. SIDEY: That may have been the one.

THE PRESIDENT: It may have been the one‘that got
our people. He -called back for instructions and we discussed
it,

MR. SIDEY: You must have had incredible commuqi-
cations. A

, THE PRESIDENT:A Pretty good.

MR. SIDEY;{ I mean it could come from the Pentagon
right over here.

THE PRESIDENT:- Right, and we mede the decision.

In fact; General Jones -; or was it;Brant - oﬁe of them went

out and actually told ‘them to tell the pllot to not attack the

boat if he questloned the p0351b111ty that those he saw’ on the.

deck were Amerlcans.» He had reported to us that he thought
he saw eight or nine individuals that looked like Caucasians

MR. SIDEY: This was your feeling not to jeopardize
any lives. _ | - S T

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

So he did let them go-end tﬁat ﬁey be those Americans
some on the deck, some down below and when that ship gets in
we will kﬁow. That will be an interesting quastion.

MR. SIDEY: What was the toughest one of these
orders and decisions you had to make?

THE PRESIDENT: I think the toughest one was whether

in the course of the operation we should have air attacks on

&4
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tion tovland"ontthe:D;E;uwith 63 perSOnnel‘and then have them

",Jsrgéti23?s intc;liganca iﬁff:malioh, we knew'iiéy“ware.actﬁ
naval bases.‘ We knew they had alrports, but we'didn‘t know
the extent of the hardware. .43;5:;3-;%;?r_;;;g,ﬁ. 1,?? A

They weren't prec1se about the T-38 s whlch of courseehad a

-

5

the land~based areas at Kompong Som and at Ream. But that
decision became easy the more information we got as to the

military equipment that was there. o P

The question was, they had options and.a recommenda- | .

come alongSLde the ship and they would board., We had uo-some
Marlnes plus an 1nterpreter plus personnel who were capable

of mannlng the:ﬂup in case nobody was there. That was rather

_easy, there was no problem there.

The ‘next questlon was how many Marlnes, at what
tlme would go on the 1sland and how many.v_Thatrwasn t any

e SR ,: - . s

e

The thlrd questlon was whether to attack the land

'1nstallatlons, the two naval bases and one or two alrports.‘

- T

That became ea31er, ‘but that was' the hard one at"flrstli;When

As we got more 1nformatlon, we were‘told there were

'were 2400 Cambodlan troops. We were told there were a number.

oy

capablllty. We had 1nformatlon about .several other alrcraft.

We éot pictures of the harbor and we saw’.in the one picture

M\___ M
that I remember there were four of these launches on one side

of the breakwater and four on the other side, whlch appeared

—
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to be fast-moving or had thé capability of fast movement.
MR. SIDEY: These are ships of boats?

THE PRESIDENT: Boats. I am guessing, but I would

think they would be 50 to 75 feet long.

MR, SIDEY: Kind of like P.T. boats.
. THE PRESIDENT: Something like that.
So at first I was a bit.apprehensive about using
U.S. aircraft attacking the "land installations.. But when we
saw this equipment fhat was poteﬁtiél with the personnel thét
was available, I decided that it was to insure the accomplish-
ment of the task on the island and the ship, we could ﬁot
tolerate interference from the mainland and this was the way
to avoid it.
; i'.MR. SIDEY: What:was youf worét moment iﬁ”the three
days. At any time doubts or any problems?
THE DPRESTNENT: UWhat oo the night, wae it Tu
nigﬁt we had the NSC meeting?
VOICE: It was a late one that started about 10:4S.
~THE PRESIDENT: Ten-thirty, ten~forty five. I went
home for dinner. I had dinner with Betty. I told her in
general what the situation was. I knew by that-time that I
had to make some hard decisions, and that was the time when,
after looking at the situation, I ordered the Navy, the Air

Force and the Marines all to be prepared., We figured we had

to make the execute order the next day; although there was
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some feeling, not strongAat all, that we might have delayed
another 24 hours.

But I would say before coming over here at that .
10:30 meeting, I realized we obviously had to do something.

I came over here for ten minutes or so and then went into the
NSC meeting. |

’ VOICE: I think it would be fair to say, too, that
the Pueblo was in the back of everybody's mind throughout the
whole week, | |

MR. SIDEY: Did ydu, when you gét the reports on
the boats that were sunk,‘know anything about whether our own
men had been killed or nof at that point?

- THE PRESIDENT: ’No,fnobody knew, and we didnét
kﬁdw wﬁethef people were onwthé Ship,von fhe island,‘ﬁhether
they had gotten to the mainland. I must séy thgt I assumed ~-
not happily. but I assumed that we would be most fortunate
if we got everybody back without loss of life,

In fa;t, ;s we saw this thing developing, and my
impression of the Cambodian attitude and the possibility that
our people were in the hands of the Cambodians, that we would
lose some; How many, I couldn't tell. |

MR. SIDEY: Mr. President, were you dead set against
the notion of having them taken in as hostages and then

negotiated over for months?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. That was one thing I was
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absolutely going to avoid.
MR. SIDEY: The whole idea. Why are you so strong
on it?

"~ THE PRESIDENT: Because I didn't think it worked

"'in the case of the Fueblo and we were dealing with a govern=-

ment that, by its recent actions, héd shown a very abnormal
attitude toward its own people and I could imagine'how they
might treat Americéns. |

For example, we knew, of course, after the American
ship was seized that they ﬁad.fired or or sought to interéept
a korean merchant ship in more or less the same trade lanes.
They had seized but let go the Panamaﬁian merchant ship and

they had seized an American ship but didn't let it go, which

‘convinced me that they were going to treat us differently than

the Koreans and Panamanians which of course made me very

h 3 Vv
o e v
fazmiue= CL O LNC

Cambodians, the more likely they would be mistreated, killeds:- i .

or used‘as hostages.

MR. SIDEY: 1Is this sort of thing piracy or felated
to things like that? Does this mean something very special
to yéu, Mr. President -~ the notion of what is inviolate in
this world? You acted so swiftly and so clearly on this. I
gather this sort of thing to you is something tﬁét is inviolat
the right to the freedom of the seas.

t

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but it is also a broader thing.

W
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You cannot condone misdegds;'international law, énd the best
way to prevent them in the future is to meet head on with one
that comes up first, |

MR. SIDEY: Do you think this will have some of that
effect?

THE PRESIDENT: It better. It oﬁght to be a very
clear signal, Hugh, that we are going to act with responsible
caution but firm action. .

MR. SIDEY: What about the mild criticisﬁ about you
didn't consulf with‘Congress; you told thém rather than asked
them., ”

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is all dependeht on how
you interpret the word “consult"., Our interpretation was
that it rgquired fuil notification, which we did,

MR. SIDEY: You have noreal criticism ér anything
by any responsible leaders?

| THE PRESIDENT: There were some questions asked at
that meeting by the leadership, but in the right.tone, Hugh,
and my éns#er was to a very direct question -~ I don't want
to identify to you which -~ I said under our Constitﬁtion, we
hgve an Executive, a Legislative and a Judicial Branch and
the head of the Executive Branch is Commander-in-Chief and
I had to act in that capacity.

We did éarry out the law as we understand it in our

relationship with the Legislative Branch. But the
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Constitution is Very clear as to who is Commander-in-Chief,

and I had to take the risk and make the.decision and I don't
want to destroy that co-equal branch relationship.

_MR. SIDEY: There is one other question about why'
you didn't call off that air strike. 'That is debated in the
'tapefs. - | | |
) . "IHE PRESIbENT: Dodyon mean the air strike on the

" nainland?7_. | o '-*_éjgﬁ;zﬁh ;;' T :
MR. SIDEY: Yes. | i
',-TﬁﬁVPRESIDENT: “Aftenine'had gotten the.mené:‘ﬁ
‘t_MR; SIDEY: - Yés;;..i ‘ e |
f}QfHE PRESIDENT'} TAQ*én;;érfis Qér} 3155{21"6;;a“;
iharlnes on the 1sland were sttil under attack and the Martnes ,
fdesenveﬂ aa~1ong as they were-carrylng :nt‘thelr m1551on'and 4
";were belng attacked by the enemy that-;efzo.anyth;ng?and”:qff
;eyerythlng to protect thelr 11ves._tf§;z:§;L”‘ F

G 2 3*‘*‘~ . s

isald that we would cease offensmve operatlons as soon as the_

-~ . .
. \ - .’. ey T .
IO

men were released, and 1t was conflrmed at 11: lS”that’they

were released.‘ At 11 16, the order'went to stop offen51ve"
. . e o L Y e _‘, S :
.operatlons and fron then on, the rest of 1t was trylng to get

NS

them off and there were no further offen81ve operatlons.- We
were just trylng to get the Marlnes off.
'Mk;-SIDEY' What is the best moment?

v

THE PRESIDENT._ "There were two of them;f I was .

VOICE’ ‘The statement that was sent out'that nlght ;"'

S Y
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1 sitting here and people wereﬂsitting around, and Jim Schlesinger
2 called~and said a launch orvsome kind of a boat had just come
3 toward, I guess, our ship. It must have been; it wasn't the
% 4-| island, with a white flag or a white piece of sohething and

5 | it turned out there were, according to him, 30vunharmed
‘5'-lAmefican crewmen.‘-v |

7 _;1 S We certainlw didh‘twahticlpate that kinc‘of a COn-

8 clusion..«Well, there were stlll nine or ten left, and he

9- called back roughly 15 mlnutes later and said we got them all

10 ﬂback._ That was, of course, ‘was the hlghllght. . ;:ﬂi"

-]{ {A;L' ; "vMR' SIDEY°* What precautlons w111 there be in- the

- R - i . R . o

iQ ;future, Mr. Pre31dent, anythlng more that w1ll be done 1n that

T -

. 153'ipart of"the world"f-u' e _ff:;.;f

o

LM‘

&'»

. THE PRESIDBNT' Well, one; thlng, we have got ‘to ;

15’ accelerate not1f1cat1on to us, now that we know thls klnd of

v "* e -

15' thlng does~happen, When ofher shlps are stopped on the hlgh

18,_
‘19 e _m PR - v v

'»-I:»_‘f gl V-?’A e - -‘;_q.* -**~"~.» e 1 .‘.“-t:u"*-" e '\‘““ L
50-- 'one.' I“thlnk we haye got to 1nc1ude that 1n some of our

_.‘.

- 2{ backgroundmlnformatlcn and actlon. But I don't'know of any-A

‘. .cAN

Py thlng else.' I thlnk the mllltary people all handled thelr

53' jobs in a very able and very courageous way. f!

-

;‘; 24 :.;“ ' I have asked for, however, a full rev1ew of the’f

.. .’: R

25 - total sequence, the chronology,‘Just to rev1eW‘to see whether
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we did everything the beet wdy. After iooking at that, I
will be in a better -~

MR. SIDEY: Might it require some change in the
presence of our ships in those waters? |

: THE  PRESIDENT: It could.
MR. SIDEY- You don't know, you are going to wait?
hfﬂ fHE PRESIDENT‘ Very much off the record. We found

that - and agaln, I want to get to the 1n31de, the full
story - that some of our equlpnent on the Shlps was not as
hundred percent as it ought to be, and I thlnk that: it is a

true reflectlon of not enough money to malntaln our 0peratlons

and malntenance capabllltles.

;ﬂfiﬁqh v We had one shlp, one of 1ts four b01lers broke, and

some other“llttle thlngs.; But they are all 1nd1cat1ve of

e

: 1nadequate fundlng,:lnadequate attentlon to malntenance and

’ 0D€Pat1ﬂﬂ-”‘1n~fh’g ﬂase-;itVdidn't{interfcrc;=§:t.itwsi:ﬁ:d
down one shlp gettlng there. ’4 :

MR. SIDEY' Dld you yourself 1ssue the command, S

e e T

THE PRESIDENT° I 1ssued the order to prevent boats 1

rd

}g01ng in- and out from the 1sland.’ That was the flrst order.

JThe second order I 1ssued was to have the Marlnes, the shlps

and the Air Force ready to g0. This was an order issued at

that night meetington’Tnesday. In other words, everybody was

to be’put on one hour's notice. Then I 1ssued the order
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Wednesday afternoon when we were in here with charts and
everything.

MR. SIDEY: To go ahead with the final operation.
So you are really in pretty direct command here.'
| ‘VTHE,PRESIDBNT: I issued the orderc in ali three
;asés._ | FRNSeH ’

2

MR. SIDEY' Were you worrled about the mllltary size
the force, the matter, how much power 1t had, did you get

down into detalls llke that’

o THE PRESIDENT° Well, I sure asked the question

St

S

whether we had enough,

T9{SIDEY"VThat”was your concern. Wefe*there other

fﬁ:fplans,?Mr. Pre81dent,’1n case the men were kllled or 1t hadn't

: ‘:,‘a. FORE

'been successful 11ke thls’_fi33i g i:ﬁ?e"'fg*'ii{,'U;:ff_f.

THE PRESIDENT' We_ll,‘ we had some one or more other

.~.-.'u'.‘

THE PRESIDENT- Yes.. S _rl

MR. SIDEY' I mean the most open and shut, I guess.

- THE PRESIDENT. Well, you could talk about

Vladlvostok but that is negotlature. Th;s one, you ‘had to

’ MR,‘SIDEY: The range of optioﬁé!is so great, you

- . T - . e e Lo LT .

[ e . : -t
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had to decide in your mind which way to go.

I am under the impression the NSC structure worked
.5eautifully. I feel that your Generals ~- you brought the
1eadersiin, you had the CIA there --vam I missing something?

THE PRESIDENT: Well I would say 1t got very good.

When we flrst started out, maybe that is 1nd1cat1ve that the

eproblem dldn't seem too blg. But the:flrsttmeetlng.was sort

of exploratory, Hugh.. From that first exploratory,ﬁéeting,

o

iyes, 1t dld work very well._'The'firSt meeting was'where is

:the shlp, what are the c1rcumstances, what broad alternatlves

. . .r :

,;;ﬂMR: sIDEY-~ Were there-any spec1a1 personal messages
; 7aare unaware of to the Sov1et Un10n9{:J;;1 .a.;

PR B

»"I'I“‘E‘GTY\T‘IY'H. &
R ANdsea s AL o

! "_'PRESI:I')BNT{A No. - . "

..‘;SIDEY" No hot llnes.- It was pretty muéh

~ 3 B -_"‘s._ .....aa- £ “"‘ N
. . - ) ;
1 - - . EER fﬂ‘h~.- ~
. . . L e % - . e -
. . Ly B Y - B
A e . It T € 5 LT -
ST L : MR R .'b‘..'"'-l'l el

"z o R . . \.

'.'-"_,"ITHE*PRESIDENT | Stralghtforward dn.plomatlc.
ok o HR; SIDEY° Any general observatlons about your

feeling?_ Did you get overtlred, or dld you pace yourself°

o e

TTHE PRESIDENT: I dldn't get overly tlred because

the excxtement sort of generated the necessary energya‘.

Y : ’ e
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Wednesday night after the dinner, and we came back here, that
is the night it all culminated, of course. We left here -
around one o'clock. Well, I went by the doctor's office and

he gave me a little pill. I didn't ask him what it was and

I set my alarm to get up at 5:30 the next morning and at

7:00 Betty is waking me up and saying "I just looked at youb
schedule. You are supposed to be over at the Oval Officé at
7:40" and I said “What time is if"'and she said "It is 7:00",
So I think the doc sort of gave me a pill to relax me,. ..

MR. SIDEY: Mr. President, this matter\of command
which is pretty direct and I think a new e#perience to you.--
were you able to do it without Brown and Kissinger in town?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, yes. We laid out the prepara-
tory meetings and decisions, although I did talk to Henry
when he was in Kansas City and St. Louis, And then of course,
we delaved the meeting on-Tuesd,y night for two reasons. We
wanted to get as far down the road before we had to ﬁake,some
decisions and then Henry got back at that time..

 We originally sef it for 9:00 as I recall, and then
it was moved to 10:30 because Henry was getting back and it
gave us more time and more daylight to make it.

MR. SIDEY: For your information and intelligence
pictures, was that (unintelligible) you saw?

'THE PRESIDENT: I thought the intelligence community

did as well as they could under most difficult circumstances.
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It is hard to see, certainly at nighf, if they move people
from a ship to an island or from an island to the land.
MR. SIDEY: That was the big uncertainty, wash't it?
THE PRESIDENT: That was a very substantial
uncertainty.
| VOICE: One.of the first big breaks was, I guess,
Mondaﬁ night when it was first discovered that the ship had no]
gone into Kompong Som. Monday night our time would have been’
just“fhe beginning of daylight their timeﬂ It was discovered
not in port. It kind of opened up a whole range of things.
THE PRESIDENT: At first we knew'fhey had begun to
move it and there was a question that first, whether they

were going to take it into Kompong Som.totally, but they

stopped by this island roughly halfway in, which was surprising

to us. One of the first decisions we made was, and,this was
aborted by the £
going to try to head it off by aircraft, but they stopped
at the island so that order was aborted. |

MR. SIDEY: Mr., President, it was good going, I

must say.

END
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Jiakug SCHLLSINGELE - The Scerctary of Defense

INTERVILWED BY:
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Bobt Clark - Issues and inswers Chisf Correspondent

Frank Tonlingon - ABC News Peutagon Correspondent

Haw casualty figures on the Mavaguez incident released
by Sevretary of Defense Schlesinger are higher than previously
announcad.

‘Five dead -~ three Marines, 2 airmen,

Sixteen unaccounted for.

Seventy to eighty wounded,

This is o rush transcripit for
the press, Any guestions ree-
gording accuracy shouid be re-
ferred to ISSUES AND ANSWERS
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THE ANNCUNCER: Cur guest today on ISSUES AND ANSWERS is
James Schlesinger, Secretary of Defense. Secretary Schlesinger

here are the issues:

o)
]
%)

o

id the rescue of the Mayaguez hurti cr help the United
States in Asia?

Should we recognize the Communist Governments of Cambedia
and Vietnam to lessen the danger of futuve incidents?

Will Thailand be the next domino to £fall to the Communists¥

MR. CLARK: Our guest todav is the Secretary of Defense,
James Schlesinger, and with me to interview the Secratary is
ABC Hews Pengaton Correspondent, Frank Tomlinson.

Mr. Secretary, one of the probhlems is that we tried to
find some diplomatic solution to the Mavaguez incident,
was our total inability to communicate with the Cambodians.

As we look ahead now, and try to figure out ways to aveid
such incidents in the future, would you favor recognizing the
Communist Governments of Cambodia and Vietnam?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, I think that I would have
to withhold judgment on that. That is an issue that will have
to be reviewed very carefully by the Department of State.

I think that one should stress that with regard to
communications that the Cambodian Government expelled two
million people from its capital city. It is difficult at
best even for those prepared to recognize the Cambodian

e

Government, to communicate with it. 8o there are il 7ic.lties
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that are inherent, as well as the difficulties that you cite.

MR. CLARK: And our efforts to work through the

(u
{3'
=
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B
i3]
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just falied totally; asz the story was told by the Waite House,
we tried to deliver a lesiter to the Caumbodians through tha
Chinese Erbbassy and they simply and rather inscrutibly
gather returned the unopened 1eﬁter the next day.

D3 vou know anv more aboaht that or any more about other

attempts that were made to work through the Chirncse?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGFER: 1lo, T think that was the principal

attempt. ¥zt may have been conveyed by the Chinese in other
directions is a matter of speculatior, but they did retuarn
the letter that had been delivered.

MR. TOMLINSON: Mr. Socretary, there has bsen some
concern avout the bombing of the Rean Airfield and the
petroleum and the oil and lubyricants storage area near
Kompong Scom after the crew had already boarded the
destroyver Wilson, there had been some complaints that we
were tryirng to teach the Cambodians a lesson that this wasn't
really necessary. Could you expand on way we carried out
these bombings?

Secretary Schlesinger: The bombings were associated with
the effort to recover the vessel and the Marine landinces on
the island. If my recollection is correct, that the attack
on Rean Airfield came before the recovery of the crew,

the subsequent wave cccurred after the attack. When we

P U e . A K T

s e




-

%

8t

(=
122

g

RY
et

[:et]
&3

i
?&é:

g s
ot

he=s sy S

= o
T e e

o tecm s e

T A L A R e

o e

-arted we had planned for the possibiiity of g¢yclic aircrait
operations, as long as they were necessary. Ve did terainate
the fourth wave and in all some 15 TAC air sorties vere direct-
ed against the mainland, 15, and expended crdrnance. dow, this
I might compare with the psriod before the summer of 1973
when were running a thousand approxinately B-52 sorties armonth

thousand . .
and several/TAC air soxtiszs. This was a very prudent,

limited use of force. The motivation was clearly te protect
the Marines on the Island., Ths Marines wexe still envaged
on the island: whether o not there is criticism in the Tnited
States, it is plain that the 200 Marines who were engapd on the
island were not at all critical of the United States continuing
to provide the su?port that was deemed necessaxy;

MR, TOMLINSON: Mr. Secretary, there is also I believe
now scme Giszreparaies on the number of casualties that we had.
The Pentagon, I believe, is sticking with one Marine killed,
13 men missing, I think ten Marines and three Air Force msn,
and 22 woundad.

The Captain of the Mayaguaz now says that when they
boarded the Wilson that there were seven Marines who had heen
illed on beoard the Wilson already when they got on there.

Do you have anything to add to what our casuvalties were?
CCRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, I think that the Captain

may have been in eryvor, was in error, that those prcphably

refarred to wounded Marines ratfher than Marines who had bveen
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kilied. The numbers are a little hit higher than was initially
released. As a result of the reassessment of the MIAs, the
woundad and the KIAs, I think the current indica vion is
sonething like three !Marinwes and two airmen were killied.

MR, TOMLINSON: In other words, & total of five men?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: But oncs again, we have to be very
careful. This is a complex operation, but that is the
general indication.

MR. CLARK: 1Is there any change in the number of those
unaccounted for?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: The number wounded is between 70
and 80. I do not recall. This includes all sorts of mincr
wounds. I think that that number is essentially intact.

MR. CLARK: Mr. Secretary, those figures are substantially,
higher than the ones anncunced originally. 'ty the delay in
getting the correct tally?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well,we indicated at the time
that we were withdrawing from the island that initially
there had been a number of choppers that had been downed, that
we were running a muster on board the ships in order tec N
assess what had been the damage.

We attempted to gJet out the results as they became clear,
after notificatlgn of next of kin.

MR. CLARK: :As it turned out, of course, the crew of

the Mayagues, the members of the crew were not on the isl!=snd of
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Rhetang where the Marines land:d. Does the degree of the
faulty intelligence in that operation bether vou? Wazn't that
a rather large error for somebedy to make?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: No, I don't bkelieve that any
exror in fact was made. What we knewwas that the crew had
been moved to Khotang and we did not knew whether or not the
craw in its entirety or even in part had been removed from thaz
island. We therefore felt it essential to seize the island
before any further movement might -- opportunity for move-
ment ocvcurred fTor the crew,

Hew, we had had a report on late Tuesday evening, I
belisve, that the time of the novement of cone ship, one asmall
boat, from the island towards the mainland and the pilot
icated he believel there were Caucasians doard. We made every
effort to stop that ship by firing ahead and to the rear of
the ship. We used riot control agents, but, because of the
obseration that there might bs Caucasians gboard, that vessel
was not attacked directly. That was a very fortunate decision.

e did not at that time krow whether there were any Aneri A
cans on boeoard that ship or what the number was, but apparentlv
that was the ship that did escepe from the island. We wanted
to taka whatever actions we could in a situation of considerabls
wneertainty, to give as high a chance as we couid for the

survival of the crew mambers ard their return.

3
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MR, TOMLINSQON: Mr. Secretary, X understand that the

iz € oo e TRt e i e

first word = oming from the Uazted SﬁaLes on the Mavaguez

K

apture was picked up in Jakarta by an American employee of

den

4 company there. Is that what happened, was it picked up

how long did it take the Administration to start making a

move on this?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: %he first word was picked up on

Monday morning and it was in the wav that vouw indicated,

throuoh Jakartz and throuagh the commasrcial £irm,

The actions began (o take shape Monday, iater in

as we began to assess the availability of force,

F’fl

should be needed. The first thing that was done

the day,

if that

of

course was for the President to demand the immediate

release of the vessel and an indication that the responsibility

would rest with the Cambodian authorities if they failed to

make immediate release. The actual movement against the

vessel and against the island came more than 48 hours

later, which is I believe the traditional diplomatic

time that elapses under those circunstances.

MR, TOMLINSON

Why did it take s0 long to get

in Jakarte and then relaved tc an embasay in some way, and

out a warning to marioners? We had had & Panamanian ship

stopped and I understand a Xorean ship had been fired on

hy the Camvodians, and still there was no warning to

mariners until after the Mayaguez was captured.

Then thoe
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sent out a message saying "Stay 20 miles away from Vieunan,
35 miles away from Cambodia.®

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I think the Xind of warnings
vou refer to are primarily warnings of insurance companiec.
The kind of major warning of emergency has heen issued abouvh
45 times since the days of John Paul Jones, and that does
not cccur vary frequently.

MR, CLARK: Mr. Secretarv, the =rotests from the
Thai government abcut the Marines that we first
landed thers for use in the operations have been conciderabliy
stronger thanp was first anticipated in Washington., Thev

are stilli dewmarding @ formal apolegy. There was a demon-

It

student n Bangkok

b

™m

stration by several thousand Tha
vesterday outside the Mnerican embassy where they

ripped the seal off the embassy. How seriousiy do vou

ragard these protests?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, I hope that the protests
will die down. T think that Dr. Xissinger indizated the
other day at his press conference that in the past
thers has been assuned o be a wider latitude in the use
of thiose hases. 1If this has cansed any ewbarrassment to
the Thal government, then we wouvld regret that embarvassment.
It was I think necessary for us to taske the actions that
we did take and we awailted

to provide much ¢f the fores, as well as the dolt

e s e R 5, 9 o T
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MR. CLARK: If vou had it to do all over again, would
vou still send those Marines first intoc Thailand ox if
you knew it was going to stix usuch a ruckus there, would
you have dene it in some other way?

SECREVARY SCHLESINGER: Well, that iz a leading
gquestion, but I repeat we took the response under

2

udicis

Lda
[

the circumstances thatwas firm and -
It accomplished the objective. This has been -- including
an element of good fortune -~ a very successfel operation
arnd I would not change it.

¥MR. CLARK: But has it been successgful diplomatically,
and that would seem to be the danger noy and again the
Thais protest being louder then they expected. They
seemad to have been much more upset than we expacted. Could
that have been a spinoff in putting greater strain on our

relations with Thailand, our only remaining ally in Southeast

Asia? And relations with other Asizn countries.

SECRETARY SCHLESIHGER. I woulcd hope ultimately it
would not have a spinoff. ¥ think the main thing is the
United States must take action to defend the rignt of
innocent passage, to defend the riunt of freedom of the
seas, and that the actions that were taken were judicial., I

de not think, given the direct circumstances, that the
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United Btates could have reacted otherwise. We took an
acticn ¢hat was firm and it was ziso right, 80 I have no
regrets ahout it.

{Announcements)

* & & % B K %

MR, CLARK: MNr, Secretary, just one rore guesiion aboul
Thailand. We bave had some 25,300 Americen txroops in
Thailand, mainly airmen. We have already agreed with the
Thais to begin pulling them out on a timetable that wnuld
have them all out by next March, If now, because of the

strong feelings of the Thais over this incident, they ask us

t?

Jets

to pull our troops ocut more guickly than that, would we do
SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, of course we will fulfiil

any agreenents that we make with the Thai government., We

had close to 40,000 nen iv Thailand. We had withdrawn

about 13,000. We ave going to reduse substantially, had

planned to reduce suabstandially by the end of this fiscal

vear. There may be sore adjustment of the pace of withdrawal,

but ultimately I thirk thet we have to talk very carefally

with the Thai govermment fo see indeed just whal the zace

should be.
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MR. TOMLINSON: Mr. Secretary, I remember at 3:30 in
the morning everyone bleary-eyed, that you had held a news
conference and you said, I beliew, that the lessons learned fro%
the Mayaguez incident were salutary.

lias this message gotten through and specifically in the
northern part of Asia, to Korea, what happens if the Horeans
should start something? How will the United States react
to that?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, once again I should
emphasize, and I cannot recall what I said at 3:30 a.m.,
that morning, that the action that we took was the right
action. Firmness in the right, as Idincoln would say, and
we had to do it that way, and I think that undexr those cir-
cumstances the consequences are likely to be salutary, but the
motivation for the action gggto assure that this vessel and the
crew was indeed returned to the United States.

To the extent the United States is seen as acting
firmly and it dispels any illusions about America in the
post-Vietnam period, it is healthy, and I think that they
will consequently bring others to reccgnize thatour commit-
ments elsewhere will be observed.

I doubt whether the lorth Koreans are in a position to
challenge what is a mutual defense treaty between the Republic
of Korea and the United States. I would think they would be

very hesitant to do so.
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MR, TOMLINSON: If they did though, in 2 hypothebical
o

'3 -

situation, would we lock at Xorea as another Vietnam and

go in and stand in cone area for ten yvears ow would we

o

o

strike kack with some force and quite franklv hit then hayra?
SDCRETARY SCHLESINGER: I ~hink one of the lesgsons of

. [}

the Vietnamese War is that ancillary mllitavy cperations,

.

not directed zgainst any fixed military objective, zush as

”

destroying the heart of enemy powar, his military forses

ig likely to be insffective, if the onponent has will

and determination to persist, and That may be a lesson that
we will draw, and I would hesitate if I were some other power
to test whether that ie the lesson that we have drawn.

MR. CLARK: Mr. Secretary, thore sesns to me tc be an
implicaticn in that, if there wersaggression by the North
Roreans against South Korea, we would react with overwhalming
power and that would have to be air power, would it not¥

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I &id not say that we would roact
with cverwhelming poweyr. What I said was a lesson that could
be learned from Vietnam --

MR, CLARK: Ineffective not to wect ~-

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: That we go against the military
power of the oppoaent and that we not simply spend our time
parryving their offensive operaticns. NWow, whether this is
overwhelnming power immediately, what the precise reacticn

of the United States would be, I do not <= I cannot at ifhig




—

o

£33

i

10

it

12

14

18

16

i7

18

19

20

21

13

time state, but I would emphasize that it is necessary for
us to recognize and the llorth Koreans to recognize that the
United States is bound by a mutual &fense treaty to South
Rorea.

MR, CLARX: Well, Mr. Secretarv, we have something like

38,000 troops in South Korea. I think the American people,

after the =xperience of Vietnan, would really be appalled at thd

idea of getting involved in another land war in Asia. As a
practical matter, if you are coing to respond with full force
against an attack from Horth Korea, aren't vou talking about
very heavy bombing evan bevond the extent of the bombing we
engaged in in Vietnam?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I think that that is an option
to be considered. I wcould hesitate to say now what we would
do under the drcumstances. The heart of deterrence is to
rmaintain uncertainty about the specific actions or maintaining
certainty about our commitments.

MR. CLA RK: Vell, one or the other options obviously
would be to beef up those 38,000 American troops but there
you would run head-on into opposition from both the Congress
and fhe American people. Would vou not --

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Oh, I think so and I think one
rmust recognigze that we have been reducing our forces in
Korea. In 1969 we had 60,000 troops. We have remcved oOne
division., The number of men is the lowest that it has heen

since the time of the war and represents an American presence,

AL
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i an American cormmitiment but a3 far as a smallar numeer of men

fa]

than previcusly.

3 MR. CLARH: dut we are then alsce reducing our options,
2 are we not, to the point where tue ophtion would hs heavy use
% of air power?

HE g il ] fed Al Sl .
- SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: One must ramember that the South
o Koreans naintain a very formidablie military establishment, and

g I what would be required under the circumstancee remains to e
4

seen, but what would ke done by the United States would be

g.

0 % viiat would be required undsr the circumstances,

04 % MR, TOMLINSON: tMyr. Secretary, what has besn the reaction

o3 % that yvou have received from thaz American people? The White

43 % House seems to have gotten a lot of lettexs and zelegrams

0 praising the action of the Americans. What about you? Have

P you received any particular communigque freom the veople of

18 Anerica on what the militery did?

07 SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I think that the reaction iz one

. of universal acclaim. I was in South Carclina yesterday '
" and there was unstinted oraise for the performance oi the

25 American forces as well as for the decisicons and American policy.
" There have been somae guestions that were raised, parciculax-
1

- ly initially, about thez measure of foree, the type of response,
23 but thesz kinds of igsuss will always come up.

28 I think these days that if manna were to fell from heavn

se there would bs criticism if we were to accept it. ISome

RSN N
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criticism; not very much.
ME. TOMLINSON: Well, let usg, if we nav hove, as the

time is drawing close, jump to znother part oI the worid.

{

You, I believe, look at WATG as a real cornarsione and vou
rantioned detente., We have cot seome HATG meeilnos 20mlng
Tomorrow the Senate votes on aid to Turkev.

In the time we have not given aid to Tairney, how has

affected NATO?

SECRUTARY SCHLESINGER: It has caused concern within

HATO generally, and appropriate concern. It has,. of ¢ou

adversely affected the Turkish forces becausze of the lack of

availability of spare parts.

There has been some decline in the rsadiness »Ff those

forces and therefore the militavy nosture of HATO overall ha

been reduced slightly.

We would hope that we will be able to stralighten c¢ut this

situation. Turkey is perhaps the best example of the effec

iveness of mutual security, and it is traglic that we have
gotten into the situation thai we have gotten into.

MR. CL2RK: The word from the head counters in the
Senate is that vou are going to win tomorrow,that the ban
on American arms aid to Turkey will be lifted., But if you
don't, if you should lose that vote, would it weaken your

¥
as you and Secretary Kissinger and the President go cff to

next week's NATQ meating?
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SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: It would not strengihern Li,
MR. CLARK: And what do you -- and wour and Seavetary
Kissinger will be heading this week fox Dureps; the President |
will join you there nezt week where all of ths Prire
Ministers of NATO countries willi assemble, what do you ses

as the chief gozl of that big HATOC meeting?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Theres are two gods. In the
Defense Ministers' meeting, in which I shall participate, our
objective is to see that the forecs structure and the stretegy
of the alliance is the correct cone. 7o continu2 to deter, as
we have deterred for 30 years, any hostile action against
Western Europe. We have made some progress in recent years
with regard to force structurz and stratsgy but we must
reccognize that the Warsaw Pact forces have been heefed up.

I think that the cbjective in the North Atlantic Council
will be to achieve a reaffirmation amongst the principal
members of the Alliance, all c¢f the members of the Alliance,
of the continuing nead for this alliance in this pericd of
diplomatic uncertainty.

MR. TOMLINSON: Are the EBEuropean nembers of HATO pulling
their full welght now?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Some are, some aren't. I think
that we must do more and they must do more tc assure that
they do pat up the forces that are nacessary, that they are

ready fordées and well sguipped.
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There has been talk, as you know, of what is the American
commitment to Durope., but thare is less question of America
abandoning Curope than whether the Turopeans might abandon
themselves through lack of effort. I think that a number of
the states in Europe have increased their efforts in the
past years and we are satisfied with that trend.

MR. TOMLINSON: When you say we should do more, does that
mean we should send more troops to NATO?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: o, we siould do more to urge tinem
to take the actions necessary from the standpoint of the
Alliance as a vhole.

MR. CLARK: Mr. Secretary, while we are sending out
signals to the rest of the world these days how tough we are
going to stand and our credibility still exists, what would
happen in the event of a new outbreak in the Middle East that
has imposed an oil embarqc on the United States; would we
peacefully go along with the embargo as we did last time?

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, as I have indicated before,
we might be less tolerant of such an embargo than we have been.
Just precisely what measures we might take would remain
for the circumstances, but I do not expect those circumstances
to arise.

MR. CLARK: But in your view military acticn against the
Arab world could still be a viable option if there were an oil

embargo?
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SECRUTARY BCHLESINGER:

achieved but we recard theat
first place and it certainiy

on its face, save in desperaz

MR, CLARK: One morse ve
confusion in this countyry as
is to Israel.

SECRETARY SCHIESINGER:

ment to Israel. We have bhee

‘»}&

for many years. The Unite

I%

in its establishment and we
well~being.
:’1R »

CLARE: I am soryy

off »» such a very complicat
Mr.Secretary, for being with

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER:

I think that it could
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L othink

n congarned abhout fts survival
States piayed a substanitial zclie
continue to be interaested in iis

we are goeing to have to cut you

ed guestion and answer. Thank vou,

18 on ISSUFS

Delighted tc ke with vou.
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