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•t HAY 16, 1975 , 
. ' 

2 INTERVIEW OF PRESIDENT FORD 

3 by 

4 HUGH SIDEY 

5 

6 MR. SIDEY: This 1S just·kind·of a personal lo9k at 
, 

7 Your thinking in the crisis, Mr. President. Did this come 

8 as a surprise to you, Mr. President, had you expected this 

9 sort of incident? 

10 THE PRESIDDIT: I never expected this kind of an 

11 incident. \ve thought and I certainly thought that Cambodia 

l2 was out of the picture now and so I was greatly surprised that 

13 Monday morning at 7:40 or 7:45 when I got my CIA briefing and 

14 they announced that an Ame~ican merchant ship had been seized. 

15 It was just something that didn't occur to me. 

.. , .. 
10 

UO .C'TT'\'I:'V • 
·A.&.&'-• ....;...,,_,_..._ • 

t.T-- ••-··- ~-.:..._..,:_,. ___ ..,..."'""""",....~ 
··-- ~ __ ..._ ............ ~ ....................... '-~ ;:'-··- ...... =- fir!:t 

17 feeling that something had to be done? 

18 _THE PRESIDENT: My first response was that I knew~ 

19 I ~1ould be seeing Henry, I think, at 9:15 that morning and 

20 that is v.1here we usually talk over any operational problem9--·:--
. _/., ...... ~~., F d 

21 and so when he came in that morning, we discussed the l ·.::~ 

22 situation. 

23 I asked for a full report arid then we had an NSC 

24 meeting at noon that day, as I recollect. As a result of that 

25 conversation ·with Henry, I ordered an NSC meeting at noon that 
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2 . . 
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day. . . 
2 H:R. SIDEY: When did you begin to get the sense? 

3 THE PRESIDENT: The real sense of some potential. 

4 development that might require a major decision came at the 

5 NSC meeting at noontime. 

6 MR. SIDEY: vJhat in general has been your feeling 

7 about that sort of thing over the years, about a show of u.S. 

8 force and the necessity to assert yourself in a time like 

9 that? 

10 ·THE PRESIDENT: I have always been on the side of 

11 stronger action rather than weaker action and I think my com-

12 ments, for example, during the early stages of the Vietnam 

13 .war reflect thc;t.t. That. is not a 99mpara.ble ::situation, :but :it: 

14 is a reflection of my general attitude. 

15 
In this case, I made no decision because we had 
.. 

If •- ,..._...._ ~" ...... -··-..:_,_,....:,..: ........ -.t: -.:,..:~---· --··~----• '---"··---16 - '-""" 6-..:;.t.. '-.a•~ """-,.~ ..... .._....,_ .................... J v-. u • ..i. .. _.. .... a..;..· .. i ~':1-....•.ti'i'~A-1""'' .&&i.4.._'-4.,....._ .. iW,. 

17 
ships; where they were, what they could do. Of course, at 

18 
that NSC meeting we made the decision to send a·note to the 

19 
Cambodian government through the PRC Office here and through 

20 
the liaison office in Peking with George Bush having it 

21 
delivered to the Cambodian embassy in Peking. 

22 
But at that NSC meeting, things started to go 

23 
through my mind. It could be serious. It might require some 

24 
very direct action in ·a variety of ways. 

25 
MR. SIDEY: Hhat worried you most? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Ye.s, to attack the boats. 

VOICE: There was an NSC meeting at 10:30 that 

morning, which is where the decision to attack the boats was 

made. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is right. 

VOICE: But the actual attack didn't start until 

6:30 in the evening. 

THE PRESIDENT: You see, we-had that NSC meeting at 

9 10:30 that morning which is darkness there. We had infor.ma-

10 

11 

12 

. 13 

14 

15 

Hi II 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

tion from our observation aircraft that there .were })oats .-~

around the island. I guess they might have eve~ been observed 

during the daytime. But we still had them under observation 

at night •. 

We didn"' t know at that time whether the people were 

on the ship or on the island or whether they would be mov~d 

from either the shio or the island to the mainland. So I 

issued an order that we should prevent enemy boats or launches 

to either leave the island, the ship to go to the mainland or 

to come from the mainland to the ship or the island. 

The aircraft that were over the area were able to 

keep pretty darned good track of the ships, the boats. I 

thirik we sank three, damaged four, and one got away. 

VOICE: That pilot thought he saw some people on the 

deck that he wasn't eritire ly sure about, so rather than risk 

hitting any Americans. 
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1 THE PRESIDEtJT: Yes, to attack the boats. 

2 VOICE: There was an NSC meeting at 10:30 that 

3 morning, which is where the decision to attack the boats was 

4 made. 

5 THE PRESIDENT: That is right. 

6 VOICE: But the actual attack didn't start until 

7 6:30 in the eveniDg. 

8 THE PRESIDENT: You see, we had that NSC meeting at 

9 10:30 that morning which is darkness there. We had informa-

10 tion from our observation aircraft that there were boats .~~-

11 around the island. I guess they might have even been observed 

12 during the daytime. But we still had them under observation 

_13 at night. 

14 We di_dn·' t know at that tinle whether the people were 

15 
on. the ship or on the island or whether they-would be moyed 

1, from either the shio or the .island to thP. mainland. So I 
10 II 

1T 
issued an order that we should prevent enemy boats or launches 

18 
to either leave the island, the ship to go to the mainland or 

19 
to come from the mainland to the ship or the island. 

20 
The aircraft that were over the area were able to 

21 
keep pretty darned good track of the ships, the boats. I 

22 
think we sank three, damaged four, and one got away. · 

23 
VOICE: That pilot thought he saw some people on the 

24 
deck that he wasn 1 t entirely sure about, so rather than risk 

25 
hitting any Americans. 
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MR. s·IDEY: 
. ' 

That may have been the one. 

2 THE PRESIDENT: It may have been the one that got 

3 our people. He ·called back for instructions and we discussed 

4 it. 

5 MR. SIDEY: You must have had incredible communi-

6 cations. 

7 THE PRESIDENT: Pretty good. 

8 MR. SIDEY; I mean it could come from the Pentagon 

9 right over here. 

10 THE PRESIDENT: Right, and we made the decision. 

11 In fact, General Jones -- or \<las it. Brant -- one of them went 

12 out and actually told them to tell the pilot to not attack the 

13 boat if he questioned the possibility that those he saw-on the 

14 deck were Americans. He had reported to us that he thought _ 

15 he saw eight or nine individuals that looked like Caucasians 

16 MR. SIDEY: This was your. feeling not to jeopardize .. 
. _17 any lives. 

18 THE PRESIDENT: Right. 

19 So he did let them go and that may be those American , 

20 some on the deck, some down below and when that ship ge~s in 

21 we will know. That will be an interesting question. 

22 MR. SIDEY: What was the toughest one of these 

23 orders and decisions you had to make? 
. . 

24 THE PRESIDENT: I think the toughest one was whether 

25 in the course of rhe.operation we should have air attacks on 
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the land-based areas at Kompong Som and at Ream. But that 

2 decision became easy the more information we got as to the 

3 military equipment that was there. 

4 The question was~they had options and.a recommenda-. 

5 tion to land·on·~the,,D·.E•.with 63 perso~el and then have them 

-:-·· •. 6 come alongside the ship and they· would board. We had 40-some 
, 

7 Marines plus an interpreter plus personnel who were capable · 
. . . . -- . 

.8 of manning the ship in case nobody was there. That was rather 
~ . 
. . . 

9 e~sy; there was no problem there. 

10 The next question·was how many Marines, at what 

time would go on the island and how many. That wasn't any 
... 

12 serious problem. 
. . 

f. 

··. ·-';.- .. ~-. -~ . ...... :,.-.. . ~ . . ... . -. ~-. ---- -. 

·· .,_·~'The :third_ question was whethe-r to. attack the land 
'. -.- - -- -

-i~stallations,.the .two naval.bases and one,or~o ·airports • - ---~ - . 
. ·-._ -·-

.- :; 

. . 15 Th~tc beCame' :easie~ ;0 but that w~s Cthe hard one :~~,;;irs t; : ' When . J 
~;-~~;;..: .. :- 16· .. ;,.~~,:~~~'t ·~""~~~,::i~:t::~:Li;~:.::c ·_.{~f_·~•};!i;~.L1:~h ~·~ ~~;_~- k!!·~~.~-~~~~~-:..Wcrc- b6-th "·· 

~-·_;J" \. -~-~-------- ...... _ ... ,-~-- .... ·-·-. ----..... :"' .• ~'"'- •• t 

.?:• , 17 iiav~.l bases: • :we. l<I)e~ theY had airports, but we d~dn't know_ . · j 
- . • .... • .· '• .. •. . - .--- ---.:·:.. . - ,. ...J 

the· extent of. the hardware. 

were '2400 Cambodian troops. We-were told there-were a number. 
. . 

21 They weren't precis~·about the T-38 1 s which of course- had· a 

22 capability. We had information about .several other aircraft. 

23 lve got pictures of the harbor and we saw:.in the one picture ------that I remember there were four of these launches on one side 
2411---~~-----------------

25 of the breakwater and four on the other side~ which appeared 
11----------------------·------------------
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to be fast-moving or had the capability of fast movement. 

2 MR. SIDEY: These are ships or boats? 

3 THE PRESIDENT: Boats. I am guessing, but I would 

4 think they would be 50 to 75 feet long. 

5 MR. SIDEY: Kind of like P.T. boats. 

6 THE PRESIDENT: Something like that. 

7 So at first I was a bit apprehensive about using 

8 U.S. aircraft attacking the ~land installations. But when we 

9 saw this equipment that was potentlal with the personnel that 

10 was available, I decided that it was to insure the accomplish-

11 ment of the task on the island and the ship, we could not 

12 tolerate interference from the mainland and this was the way 

13 to avoid it. 

14 MR. SIDEY: What was your worst moment in the three 

15 
days. At any time doubts or any problems? 

1~ II '!'P.E PP.ES !DE?-!'!' : T.Th ~+-
••••-'* 

'"" 

17 night we had the NSC meeting? 

18 VOICE: It \vas a late one that started about 10:45. 

19 THE PRESIDENT: Ten-thirty, ten-forty f~ve. I went 

20 
home ,for dinner. I had dinner with Betty. I told her in 

21 
general what the situation was. I knew by that time that I . 

22 
had to make some hard decisions, and that was the time when, 

23 
after looking at the situation, I ordered the Navy, the Air 

24 
Force and the Marines ·all to be prepared. We figured we had 

25 
to make the execute order the next day; although there ~as 
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, 

some feeling, not strong at ·all, that we might have. delayed 

2 another 24 hours. 

3 But I .would say before coming over here at that . 

4 10:30 meeting, I realized ~;-7e obviously had to do something. 

5 I· came over here for ten minutes or so and then went into the 

6 NSC meeting. 

7 VOICE: I think it would be fair to say, too, that 

8 i the Pueblo was in the back of everybody's mind throughout the 

9 . whole week. 

10 MR. SIDEY: Did you, when you got the reports on 

11 the boats that were sunk,· know anything about whether our own 

12 men had been killed or not at that point? 

13 . THE PRESIDENT: Nc;>, ···nobody knew, and we didn't 

14 know whether people were on the ship, on the island, whether 

15 they had gotten to the mainland. I must say that I assumed 

not happily~ but I assumed that we would be most fortunate ,~ 

iU tt 

17 if we got everybody back without loss of life. 

18 In fact, as we saw this thing developing, and my 

19 impression of the Cambodian attitude and the possibility that 

20 our p~ople were in the hands of the Cambodians, that we would 

21 lose some~ How many, I couldn't tell. 

22 MR. SIDEY: Mr. President, were you dead set against 

23 the notion of having them taken in as hostages and then 

24 negotiated over for months? 

25 THE PRESIDENT: Yes. That was one thing I was 
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. ' 

absolutely going to avoid. 

MR. SIDEY: The whole idea. Why are you so strong 

on it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because I didn't think it worked 

'·in the case of the Pueblo and \ole were dealing with a govern-

ment that, by its recent actions, had shown a very abnormal 
, 

attitude toward its own people and I could imagine how they 

might treat Americans. 

For example, we knew, of course, after the American 

ship was seized that they had .fired or or sought to intercept 

a Korean merchant ship in more or less the same trade lanes. 

They had seized but let go the Panamanian merchant ship and 

they had seized an American ship but didn't let it go, which 

convinced me that they were going to treat us differently than 

the Koreans and Panamanians which of course made me very 

.... ... . 
Cambodians, the more likely they would be mistreated, kill~d~:~ 

. ' /'"'· 

or used as hostages. 

MR. SIDEY: Is this sort of thing piracy or related 

to things like that? Does this mean something very special 

to you, Hr. President -- the notion of what is inviolate in 

this world? You acted so swiftly and so clearly on this. I 

gather this sort of thing to you is something that is inviolat , 

the right to the freedom of the seas. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but it is also a broader _thing. 
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You cannot condone misdeeds;' internationa~ law, and the best 

2 way to prevent them in the future is to meet head on with one 

3 that comes up first. 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. SIDEY: Do you think this will have some of that 

effect? 

THE PRESIDENT: It better. It ought to be a very 

clea:r.- signal, Hugh, that we are going to act with responsible 

caution but firm action. 

MR. SIDEY: What about the mild criticism about you 

didn't consult with Congress; you told them rather than asked 

them. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is all dependent on how 

you interpret the word "consult". Our interpretation was 

that it required full notification, which we did. 

MR. SIDEY: You have no-::real criticism or anything 

by any responsible leaders? 

THE PRESIDENT: There were some questions asked at 

that meeting by the leadership, but in the right tone, Hugh, 

and my answer was to·a very direct question-- I don't want 

to id~ntify to you which -- I said under our Constitution, we 

have an Executive, a Legislative and a Judicial Branch and 

the head of the Executive Branch is Commander-in-Chief and 

I had to act in that capacity. 

We did carry out the law as we understand it in our 

relationship with the Legislative Branch. But the 

l 
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1 Constitution is very ·clear as' to who is Commander-in_-Chief, 

'2 and I had to take the risk and make the.decision and I don't 

3 want to destroy .that co-equal branch relationship. 

NR. SIDEY: There is one other question about why 

5 
you didn't call off that air strike. That is debated in the 

6 
papers. 

7 
I , THE PRESIDENT: Do you mean the air strike on the 

8 
" mainland? 

9 
MR. SIDEY: Yes. 

.. 

10 
·THE PRESIDENT: After· we had gotten the men? ... 

. . . ·. 
~ . . . 

-~- 11 
MR~ SIDEY: . Yes •. ·.: -~?~~w~ -~~ 

·';> -. -: _ __ ... _. -

' •. 12 · . 
Our· , The answer is very simple • . < THE PRESIDENT: 

.. ., .. 

.. r~:, 13 

14 

. 15 

·-·- ~ ... ~ . -
.-.17 

~ ... , . .,.._ ... ~ ' .. 
~: 18 

.. . ~ .-

20 .·-· 
21 

.operations and from then on, the rest of ~t was trying to get 
.·. 

· .. • .. ·-

them off and there were no further offensive operations •. · We 
22 

23 
were just trying to get the Marines off. 

. . ~ 

MR. SIDEY: What is the best moment? . 
24 

THE PRESIDENT: There were two of the·m. I was . 
25. . ... 

- .. ~ 
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sitting here and people were sitting around, and Jim Schlesing r 

2 called and said a launch or some kind of a boat had just come 

3 toward, I guess,. our ship. It must have been; it wasn't the 

4· island, vli th a white flag or a white piece of something and 

5 it turned out there were, according to him, 30 unharmed 

6 ·American crewmen. 

7 . \-le certainly didn t t anticipate that kind of a con-

s elusion. <-.Well, there were still nine or ten lef:t, and he 
.... -. 

9 called back roughly 15 minutes later and said we got them all 
·. 

10 back. That was, of course, ·was the highlight. 

11 What prec~utions will there be in- the. 
_ ... · 

. -- .. 

12 _future, Mr. President, anything more that. will be done in that 
·:-

13 . -~;~~t of··;_~h~;'~orld? .. -- -·.. ·_. -- .. . ' .. 
.·- ~... •'. ~-- . ~ ~ ... . -~:- ~- ~- . . .._:··: 

14 ·- -.,.. ·· {JH?. _ PRESIDtNT·;~ ·\-Tell,:. one:_ thing, we h:i,;e· got. to 
': .... _ .. .:.:- ~. ·;- ..... _ .. . 

--~ ~'-"~...!" ~ . - ..... ~ :~- • . ~ --.· .... 
,..,_ . ~--~- --- ·~. --~---~--:--~----- - . -- . ·-.. . 

15 ·accelerate notification ·to US-~ )lOW that We knOW .:this kind. :·Of 
. :·· .. :..-;:-~-:_ :·-, : ·.-.c;.-.-.:-~ .. :-.~·"1-.;;:; . ;...,_;: .... -- __ ::~-:..~:;_· __ . _·.:_ :· -~-- _,___ ':'' .. ··-· . ·- . 

16 • thing d~~~<happen, -·~hen ·,o:tbe~~- ;hips. are·;·stopped on .•the high c: ·. 
.... -~- . -·- - - . . --~--- ... '•:"'.-:' •. - .... ___ ..,..._.,. ___ •.•• .r ·-' •·? ----~ . - -·"------ .• 

....... .··-· ....... 
... ",;• ....... 

17 ·};as.· t~ . tf?· 8· :i·:. ·: .. ?~~~-v.;t~-;~~-~;r yr;:" 
lS - -~~:: _. : ., _:~{If .. ~as~;~~wn a~~~- ~o~J.fJ.~atJ.~z:t~:--~-~,· ~-~ _ ~~t. :~ c~m~~~: L~ 

..... -::'.- .... -.• .> ... .;._~-- . ;,.._";:~-~~ ~ -~ :·..,·-· -... _..i.::_.":''·:··;:_:~- - ·-~·~.::....:.J:_-: • ..._ -_ _.,.,:::_-:>_.;_ ,· . 

~:~-.~ ·_ _: 19 _:m~X:cial'\cJ:l~els~..;bu--:t __ a-t:~~:ieast -I· didn' t~Joiow-~.tliat:·:i t .. ~as .. bemg 
~~~-:..:.>· ~-,; ·. .. __ ;,~,:_.~_:·.~~~.--.~-- ··~ ... · __ ·. ~:-~-:~~--- . ~~-- . ~ ....... _:•.-:-·~ .... :.-. ·_·-::-.:_.~-:-~:· '-:."· ......... -_.:·<·-:·~~-~~:~ .. --... .:.·:..~~:-- . .,...,.,;:· ~:>-=--~ 
::.. --· -· , - - .. ... • ,;y : ·i .. . . ;~. ··:..-; \ . .... . - . . ... 

> 
.. 

' -~~· 

;.:·done.·. r~·think we'.h_qYe got to include that in some ·of our 
20· ·...... .... .• _. .... :oo. • .. . • -. . .. • •.. · • 

21 

22 . 

23 

24 

background--.. iriformation. and~ action. 
. .... .. ,... .. 

But .-I don't know of any-
... ::- ·. "':"'"..: -

thing else. I think the military people. all handled their 

jobs in a very able and very courageous way. 

.· ·I have a:skeci for, :however~ a .. full review of the 
-. -~~:·· .. ~'"" ...... 

25 . total sequence, the chronology, just to review to· see whether 

. • .. ·.' 

. .,.· ' .. . 
• ; • ...: • .... J-, .... . .. 

, .. ~- ~ 
..... 

.{ 
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we did everything the best way. After loo_king at that, I 

2 will be in a better --

3 NR. SIDEY: Might it require some change in the 

4 presence of our ships in those \vaters? 

5 THE PRESIDENT: It could. 

.6 MR. SIDEY: You don't know, you are going to wait? 

7 THE PRESIDENT: Very much off the record. We found 

8 that 
. 

and again, I want to get to the inside, the full 

9 story -- that some of our equipment on the ships was not as 

10 htindred percent as it ought to be., and I. think that it is a 

11 

12 

:'. ~- - -13 . 

, .... 
·- ~ ...... 
. ~~ti 

20 

22 

23. 

24 

25 

true reflection of not enough:money to maintain o_u_:r;" operations 
.... . . 

·.··-· . 

. ·:and. maintenance capabilities. 
.. · ·' 

. ·· - · '.- -.~ )i~~:had on~ ship,· one ~f its four boilers broke, and 
-. ·-· ..... .. -· . .. . . . -··. 

some~_-othe:r::>little· thmgs.-. But they:~-re all indicative of 
. , ...... ~-. 

. . .-,· 

Did you· yourself issue-~the command,·· . " 
0 ' o A ~. 

~ . . . 
'going in·-a:nd out from the island.· That was the first order. 

-The second order I issued was to have the Marines, the ships 

and the Air Force ready to go. This was an order issued at 

that night meeting. on-Tuesday. In·other words, everybody was 
.. . ·~ . . · ... 

to be put on one hour's notice. Then I iss~ed ·the orde~ 



13 
, 

Wednesday afternoon when we were in here with charts and 

2 everything. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

:' : 10 

11 . 

15 

MR. SIDEY: To go ahead with the final operation. 

So you are really ·in pretty direct command here. 

THE PRESIDENT: I issued the orders in all three 

cases •. 
·' .. ·. 

MR. SIDEY: Were you worried about the military size 

the force, the matter, ·how much power it had, did you get 

down. into details like that? 
.... 

-
THE PRESIDENT: ~Tell·; I sure asked the question 

~ < ....... 

whether we had enough. ·< ~~-- :.·· . ·-~~:: ,.:~ ,., , . 
. ·-· .-. . -'·. .~ .. -.· .... · ~-~: :·~-·-·~ -.. .. ·.-:_::r:_-.· ___ ~r-_.: .. __ 

:·:.·!~~~-~~ .. ,, .. _. MR"•/=~~I_DEY: =··n1at :·~2{~:.yo~r -~~n~ern. · Were ·there other 

·(~-, ~~~ ~ ,-.Mr~ _·: ;~~~-ident, 'i~ .· c~se. ~~~~-~en. were· killed or it hadn 1 t · 
. ·~ .:-,· ~~----=:·- _.:~ --~- __ ---.-~-. · __ :~---~<-~- .. <:;;>·=·. -· -;~: ~ .... _- ... :. - -- -~~- . -. ·- _,;.... . ..... 
been···sU:cces#;f"l ·like·:this? ... ···= •· .··. . . ~. .... .·. -· . 

· .. -.. ·_. ·., .. -.-.· . ~ . -
. :. . . ~ - . -- .. - . ,.;-.~- ~ _. .-- .... ·-

' ..... 
. ' ·T~ PRESIDENT.: .. Well, we had. some one or-·more other 

.;• ...... ~ .. : ' ..... -- -~..:~ ~~,.. --~ -· .. . . ~- . 

; §; ;,f:C:: . ii · • :"3'.;~;§,;~ • . ~"~. ~,:,; o,';.'! c!!;.'lt ~':~""~ ;.~~:E: ";"::;Ff:tc that. th ;'Y ry> a~y 
:. ::: :\. ·weren't·an:Ytlii~g we th~ught·~~ would .. have to·do.: · · .- ·----~ ___ :;~::·.=:'·· 

. 17 .... ---::-.+;.:· ~ ~-· . .-.- --... ·: :.7· : . ·~ .. < --~ .... ~>.;._·:<.· '.· . ·. ;:·:. -~ ·,: .. -~· .· ···::; -~/ __ ,_·~-
~-~:~~;~~7. :· {'-

18 
_,·~§::_;~'-~~-:-:.~: ~:- 'MR:·: SIDEY :. ·:·Is.-:tid.s .·the.'-t.ou"ghest· one· y~~~,have:·: had~-·: . 

: .;-.·~ ~-:·;::. :: :· :· '. ~~~~~~;{~ . ~ ~~~:\=~ .':·: . :. -~;: :_: .(:~;.·::·:~:: :-~~·,~#:~':~~~:~/:::·::~~-~--;·~;-~~ y~ . · .. :.-·· .. -:~~:.· :':.:: :·, ... ~~ .·, .· 
. ~-· '. '19- --- . ~.- ... -.. -_ ~----.-........ -. ·, -· .. . . -· ··:.: .... _ ,-·-~·--. -~- ·---··-· -_-;- ;:.:.:......... -> -- .... _:· .. ::::~:~: .. :.-=~ ·z:_ .... ·_._;..· ~-~ ___ ;:;--··..;,·:· .. - ~<1--_1" • ·.--·~. 

'.:.<::?:·;· . · .. · '.Tf:IE'·~· PRESIDENT: . Yes. ··~-
--. •• -- ' • ·--· - •• ~ -~ ........ w 

·- -~- ....... 20 . . · .. -
.-"''"'-. 

.... ,.. : ........ : . --- :; -:-:· :.....::· 

MR •.. SIDEY: I m~an the>_most open and shut,. I guess. 
-~ .. .... -.. '•• . ' - . . .. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you could talk about 
22 

23 
Vladivostok, but that is,negotiature. This one, you had to 

either fish or cut.bait. . . . .: . . ,. 
< • 24 ..... ·:.-., 

( . 
MR •. SIDEY: The range of options is s·c,··great, you 

25 
.. -' 



; . 

·-.· -. 

;.-c.-, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
··-. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

. . 
had to decide in your mind which way to go. 

I am under the impression the NSC structure worked 

beautifully. I ·feel that your Qenerals -- you brought the 

leaders in, you had the CIA there -- am I missing something? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would say it got very good. 

When we first started out, maybe that is indicative that the 

·problem didn't seem too· big. But the.:first meeting·was sort 

of exploratory, Hugh~.. From that. first exploratory meeting, 
.... 

. . . · ..... ~ .-_- _ .. ,_. ... ~ 

, -~es ,<·it· did work very well. . The first mee'ti.ng was where is 
. ·---: .... 

the ship~· what::are· the circumstanc~s, what broad alternatives 

·.do you. have·. 
-... ·--.. _-... :· ----

. .. ·. .' - _--_-§()_: -~-·w·m>~d~~~-be :f~~~ica~ o;,:~~t,_ bu~- ~hen w~ got 

13·. down to the· execut~on, ~t worked well-...~ _-_ __ .-:r ___ .2:. 
~ ·-·-~-· • • + __ : .;., ---~ ·~::.:- ·_.. -- • • • ~- -""":.~ - • -=-· ... ~·~ ~--·::: ~ ~-- .. --

·- -· -- -fiR~· SIDEY: -_Were ·th~~~: ci_ny ~;pecial~~r~~~~l messages 
•. - :: .. -~: . -· • - • -~-~·~ -- ~ ... ~;t. . 

1s : ~-ent that·. ·w~ a;e· 'unawa~~~ of .. ~~d'~~he Sciv"tet Un·i;;~?- . -~ 
14 

- - ... __ - < - - ·:·;.~ . . ·. 7~'-··<··~.:' - - ~~-~.;.+.:~-~·1.:: ·. 

}_;;~-•• -_ · ::·· . ~-:~;. :·_·., _: , -T~~~-• ::~~~!:~~:~;~l:g·-·-~-~~.~-~-_:, -~-'~_-:_ -_h_•~. .,_: :._ 
~i":~;}.:.:_;_• . ..· __ · ~--.,:;_,._> __ "7-~ .. /-'. . . :· ·- '· -,_ ·-- :. . ., ·- c -· • - ~.. - - -- --~ ~-.. : 
~- ·:- · :· :· - 18 . ·.-.- :·. ':.: .,. · _--.::.<:THE-_ PRESI~ENT: __ No_;·:~:~---·-,:~:_-~:~---:-~;·· . .f.·~_,_._:.-_·.- <~~-·::_-_~ ·;_·---~_-_.'{:_~_,=--_'::~;_-}-_·~-~·::~_~:~-~--~ ::_ •o -

.-- ~ - -::~·~:(]:.~: ..... ~ ... :•-r::.·' ·. '· _- . . .· .· : . - ,· - ..,- - -:- ,_ --~ -- - -
-_~.-~-.:·.:r·· -1 ~- · :~ ... ;<:··.: .... _ ... _MR.·: SIDEY: No hot :lines. ···-..:It"was- pretty much 

- - ·- .•· • .- •• .-:· - --' ·-.-- • ....... ~-. • • • - • ••• - ~- • • • .. ~-~ ...... _.... .J • -

~~ -~-. _ .. _, .. .. .•· .,..· ~-"' ~"""""".,...:--=-:~·.:: - - -~- . ·'.lo . 

'• -~ ,- . ::· .. ~ .. - . ~~-. -"- ... · ~ ..... - . . . : .. -:"" ·_'"': . 
. -. 20 · ~worke·d out· on a , .. _ · . ~~~. L~-~~:. _ .. ~ .. .-·::·._ 

. . -: ~ -·~ .... ··.: ~ 

·21 _ THE ·PRESIDENT: Straightforwar_di' diplomatic. ·. _ 

22 MR. SIDEY: Any general.observations about your 

23 feeling? Did you get overtired, or did you pace yourself? 

. 24 
. _ ... _.-~--

.THE PRESIDENT: I didn't get overly. tired because 
. . . - , ... • ' ..... _ 0 

25 the excitement sort of generated the necessary ·energy~ 
- ' . 

. .. -· . 



15 

Hednesday night after the dinner, and we_came back here, that 

2 is the night it all culminated, of course. We left here -

3 around one o'clock. Hell, I went by the doctor's office and 

4 he gave me a little pill. I didn't ask him what it was and 

5 .. I set my alarm to get up at 5:30 the next morning and at 

6 7:00 Betty is tvaking me up and saying "I just looked at your 

7 schedule. You are supposed to be over at the Oval Office at 
. . 

s 7:40" and I said "Hhat_ time is it" and she said "It is 7:00". 

9 So I think the doc .sort ·of gave me a pill.- to relax· me •. 

10 MR. SIDEY: Mr.- President, this matter of command 

11 which is pretty direct and I think a new experience to you.--

.1 2 were you able to do it wi thotit Brown and Kissinger in town? 

13 THE PRESIDENT: Well, yes. We laid out the prepara-

14 tory meetings and decisions, although I did talk to Henry 

15 when he was in Kansas City and St. Louis~ And then of course, 

16 

17 wanted to get as far down the road before we had to make.some 

18 decisions and then Henry got back at that t~ne. 

19 We originally set it for 9:00 as I recall, and then 

20 it was moved to 10:30 because Henry was getting back and it 

21 gave us more time and more daylight to make it. 

22 MR. SIDEY: For your information and intelligence 

23 pictures, was that (unintelligible) you saw? 

24 . THE PRESIDENT: I thought the intelligence community 

25 did as well as they could under most difficult circumstances. 
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It is hard to see, certainly at night 9 if they move people 

2 from a ship to an island or from an island to the land. 

3 MR. SIDEY: Tha·t was the big uncertainty, wasn't it? 

4 THE PRESIDENT: That was a very substantial 

5 'uncertainty. 

6 VOICE: One_.qf the first big breaks was, I guess, 
, 

7 Monday night when it was first discovered that the ship had no 

8 gone into Kompong Som. Monday night our time would have been 

9 just·· the beginning of daylight their time. It was discovered 

10 not in port. It kind of opened up a whole range of things. 

11 THE PRESIDENT: At first we knew they had begun to 

12 move it and there was a question that first, whether they 

13 were going to take it into Kompong Som.totally, but they 

14 stopped by this island roughly halfway in, which was surprisin 

15 to us. One of the first decisions we made was, and .. this was 

17 going to try to head it off by aircraft, but they stopped 

18 at the island so that order was aborted. 

19 
MR. SIDEY: Mr. President, it was good going, I 

20 
must say. 

21 

22 
I 

23 END 

24 

25 
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GUl!:ST: 

HIGHLIGHTS 

NeH casualty figure& on the rc1ayaguez incident released 

by se ... ~reta.ry of Defense SchlesJ .. nge:r: are higher~ than previot:sly 

announced. 

Five dead - threr~ Hciri..nes, 2 airmen. 

Sixteen unaccounted for. 

f1event.y to eighty vmt.lr.ded. 

This is a rush t:.n:mscript for 

the press~ Any questions re
go.rd:i.ng accuracy should be .::. .. e .... 

fe.rred to ISSUES AN..O AllJS\VEUS 



• 

e 

" !I 
!I 
lj 
!I 
I! 
I' 

!I ! 
-~~ II 
,:.;. i! t !: ~ 

''I 
3 I! 

li 
4 II 

il 

il 
5 'I L 

ii 
5 

ij 
1 !, 

!' 
a I 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 ., 
I 

44 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

t1 

22 

.2! 

2 

THE ANNOUHCER: Our guest today on ISSUES AND ANSWERS is 

Jmnes Schlesinger, Secr~tary of Defense. Secretary Schlesinger~ 

I 
I 

here a:ce the issues: 

;)id the rescue of the Hayaguez hurt o:t help the United 

States in Asia? ~ 

Should v?e recognize the Communist Governments of Cambodia ~~~ 
and Vietnam to lessen ·the dauger of future incidents? ~ 

Hill Thailand be the next domino to fall to the Com..munists~ 

Z·1R.. CLl\RK: o·ur guest today is the Secretary of Defense I I 
I 
I 

James Schlesinger, and vd th me to intervie't17 the Secrete{ry is 

ABC News Pengaton Correspondent, Frank Tomlinson. 

Hr c Secretary, one of the problems is that -v•e tr.ied to 

find some diplomatic solution to the :.rayaguez incident, 

\>las our total inability to communicate with the Cc.rnbodians. 

As we look ahead now, and try to figure out ways to avoid 

such incidents in the future, would you favor recognizing the 

CommunJ.st Governments of Cambodia and Vietnam? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: t-1ell, I think that I would have 

to withhold judgment on that. That is an issue that t.,rill have 

to be reviewed very carefully by the Department of s·tate. 

I think that one should stress that with regard to 

communications that the Cambodian Government expelled two 

million people from its capital city. It is difficult at 

best even for those prepared to recognize the Cambodian 

I Government, to ct,mrnunicate with it. so there are d.:'..ZJ.":~(. .. :.ties 
2!: 

II 



3 

that a:.:e inherent, as well as the difficulties that you cite. 

e 2 HR. CLARK: And our efforts to vmrk through the Chinese 

3 just failed totally; a:~ t.he story \·las told by t.he \·tid tc.~ House 1 

4 r..;e tried i:o deliver a lei::tnr to the. Cambodians t!-:rougL ti1e 

5 ChiD.ese Enbassy and they simply and rather insc:::-ut.ibly 

5 
gather r(1turned the unope~1ed le·ttsr the next day. 

7 l)') you knm·r .:trw rr.o~E~ ahr..ru.t thr;.t. oro any more abor:t other 

a 

s 

attempts t:hat \llere made to work through the Chi:r:.':: se?' 

! 
principal\ 

1 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER~ No, I t.l·link that r,.tas the 

10 attempt:. ~·?:'!at may have b€:en conveyed by t:he Chinese in oth9r 

1 ! 
direction::.; is a matter of speculatior'·l but they did .return 

12 
the letter that had been delivered. 

, .... 
":} 

rm. ~·OHLINSON: Hr. Secretary, there has br:!en sonte 

'!4 
concern about the bombing of the Rean l:l.irfield and ·the 

~5 
petroleum and the oil and :.ubricants storage area near 

!6 
Kompong Som after the crew had already boarded the 

n destroyer Wilson, there had been some complaints that we 

1.8 
were trying to teach the Cambodians a lesson that this wasn't 

19 
really necessary. Cculd you expand on tvhy "t'ie carried out 

20 
these bombings? 

ll 
Secretary Schlesinger: 'l1he bombings \•rere associated ·/J'i t..'l-t 

22 
the effort to recover tb.e vessel and the I·!arine landi.nqs on 

23 
the island. If my recollection is correct, that the at·tack 

24 
on Rean Airfield came before the recovery of the crew, 

25 
the subsequent wave occurred after t:r..a at'\::t.ck. Nhen we 
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started we had pletnn.ed for the possibility of cyclic aircraft 

opera·tions, a~-; long as they 'l.·Jere necessary. ~~·e did 'b~.;:rminate. I 
l 

the fourth wave and in all some 15 'rl~C ai.r sor·ties '>'7ere direct-! 

ed agai11st t.'"' mainland, 15, <md expenclcd crdnance. Uow, this I 
• 

:c. might compare t.vit.""l the period before the sumntE;r o£ :'..973 

when were running a thmmand. approximately B-52 so:ct.i.es a rrcmth 

thousand 
and several/TAC air so:rti:er:~. 'i'his was a very prudent, 

limited use of force. 'I'he motivation 'ill as clearly to p.::otecl: 

the ~-iarines on the Island. 

I 
i 
I 

I 
on the island' whether o:.: not ·there is critic ism in the Dni te;d l , 

States, it is plain that t:1e 200 Harines "ho uere engaJ>d on the I 
island \>Jere not at all cri.tical of the Unite.d Stat.es continuing! 

I to provide the support tha·l: was deemed necessary. 

HR. TOHLINSON: Nr. Secretary, there is also I believe I 
r.ow some dis :repat.des on ·i:he number of casual ties that we had ·I 
The ?entagon, I bE:l2eve, is sticking 'l".vith one Harine killed, 

13 men :nissing, I thin .. ~( ten !'1ari:nes and thr.ee Air Fo:r.ce >en.-

and 2 2 woimded • 

~rhe Captain of t:iw f1ayagut:.z no-v; says that ">v·hen they 

boarded the ·,-.Jilson tha.t there t'lere seven Jl.1arines who had 'beer. 

kilh3d oi~ board i~.he N:ilson already vlhen they got en there. 

Do you have anything to add to ,,rhat our casual ties 'VJer·e? 

SECR.ETJ\.RY SCHLESINGER: t'Vell, I think that the Captain 

may have been in error, was in error, that those probably 

referred to wounded i"!arL1es rather than Harines VJho had beE~n 
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14 .i 

IS I 
Hi 

17 

18 

19 

20 1 

21 1 

22 1 

23 

24 
l 

''" II 

I 

5 

I 
killed. '11he num .. ':>ers are a little hit. higher than was initially l 

I 
released. As a result of the reassessment of the MIAs, the 

'..rounded and the IUAs, I think the current indica t. ion is 

I 
I 

something like three Harbtes and two airmen were killed. 

!!R. TOHLIUSON: In other 't·lOrds, a total of five :men? 

l 
SECRETARY ~~HLESIHGER: But once a.qair~, \·Te have to be verYj 

careful. This ls a complex operation, but that is the ! 
general irtdication ~ 

i 
I Is there any change in the number of those 

unaccounted for? I 
I 

I 
I 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: The number wounded is betwean 70 

and 80. I do not recall. This includes all sorts of minor 

wounds. I think that that number is essentially intact. 

T'IR .. CLARK: Hr. Secretary, those figures are substan·tiall~ 
I 

I 
higher than the ones announced originally. r·7hy the delay in 

getting the correct tally? . 
SECF.ETARY SCHLESINGER: Well,'t-te indicated at the time 

that \-le \'lere 't<li thdrawing from the island that initially 

there had been a number of choppers that had been downed, that 

we were running a muster on board the ships in order to 

assess what had been the damage. 

~'le attempted to 1et out the results as they became clear, 

after notificatJ.on of next of kin .. 

MIL CLARK: As it turned out, of course, the 'crew of 

the Mayagues, the members of the crew were not on t~~ :i.sJ ~.nd of 
I 

I 
l 
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Khc:t.ang \11h1~r2 the Marines land~d. Does the degree of the 

faulty intelligence j_n that opr;:~rat.ion bothc:::r: you? 

a ra'cher large error for somebrx1y t.o make'? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Nt), I don't believe that. any 

error in fact was made .. l·Jhat "ve knew 't'as that the cre'.V had 

been moved to Khotang ~1nd ~ .• re did not kno'lrl 'i'lhether o:r. not t.he 

entirety cr evE"m in part had been removed from th -s: 

island. tve therefore felt it ussential to seize the island 

before any ftlrther movement might -- opportunity for move-

ment occurred for the crew. 

Nm-1, \''C had had a report on lata Tuesday e.rening, I 

believe, that the time of the novement of one sh..ip, o~1.e small 

boat, from the island tm-rards t:he r.tainland and the pilot 

.mlicatad he believc·1 there '"ere-~ Caucasians (board. t'le made ever 

effort to stop that shl.p by firing ahead and to the rear of 

the ship. We used riot control agents, but, because of the 

obse~tion that there might be Caucasians aboard, that vessel 

''las not a.ttacked directly. ?hat was a very fortunate decision., 

tie did not at that time kno'lrT tvhethe:c there '"ere any .!\meri + 
cans on board that ship or ,.hat the number was, but apparently I 
that •was the ship that did escc.pe from the island. ~'7e wz-_nted , 

I 
to tak;.;; v;hatever actions 'we cm:.ld i.n a si tua.tion of considerablt 

nncerta.inty, to give as high a chance as we could for the l 

snrvi val of the cretv members ar:.d their return. 
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J'>1R. TO'·!IJINSON: Hr.. Secretary, :: undcrst.zmd that the 

! fl ,: 

;~ ll 
\j 
'~ 

first. -;mrd ·::: oming fro;.i.1 the United Si:ates on the !-1ayagut;:Z 

captu:ce 'ilaS picked up in Jakarta by an American employee of 

~~ 

tj H 
" ~' 

~~ company ·.t.ner~l~ Is that 'llhat happened, 'W't:.i.S it picked up 
' ~ 

'ii 
5 lj 

II 
in .Jakarta :.md then relc:\yed to a.n embas~lY in some ~.vay, ar::d 

)i 
i'; 

f' ~1 .) hm<J lonq did it take tt"'le Ad!r.inistration to start making c:l. 
'l 

! H 
)I 
1! 
;1 

move on this? 

1' 

" ;I '·' SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: The first 't110rd '(\f<lS picked up on 
" i! 
~ ~ 

~) 
ol: 

H ,, 
~ ! 

i"!cmday morning and it ~:as in the ?:ifay that you indicated, 

\\) n p through .Jakart=t and through the com.Tll~rcial firm. 
jj 

'l 1 
ii . II 
I ~ 
L! 

~ :;; n 
~ r 

The <:wtions began to t.ake shape !'1ondny, lt1ter in the day, 

as we begm: to assess the availability of fon:~e ~ if that 

'i i. 
~~ ~ i 

L should be :r.eede.d. The first thing that ~-~Tas done, of 
; ~ 

H 
t<!~ n 

H 
course was fc)r the President to demand the i1Th'11ediate 

if 
IS !i i release of the vessel and an indication e1at the responsibility 

Hi II 
i' ll 

H i! 
II 

H~ 
~I 
i· ll 
d l· 

ti:l d 

II 20 \! 
l· :l 

<!:Z 
,, 
I! 

22 I' 

~~ould rest r;1ith the Cambodian authorities if they failed to 

make immediate release. The actual movement against t.he 

vessel and against the island cal'f.le m.ore than 48 hours 

later, r..•hich is I believe the traditional diplomatic 

time that elnpses under those circumstances. 

t-'tR. TO!'-lLINSON : Why did it take so long to get 

out a warning to marioners? We h<"id had a Panamanian ship 
• I 

i:3 
l 
! stopped and I understand a 1\orean ship had been fired on 

II 
u 'I 1 

!i 

hy the Cam~..rod1ans, and still there ¥7aS no 'i.rarning to 

25 ll mariners tmtil after the Mayaguez was cap1:.ur.ed. Then t!K~~{ 

I 
II .jj 
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sent out a :message saying "Stay 20 :miles a~~Yay f:rcm v·i.er.nam., 

35 miles away f.rom Cambodia. u 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I t.hink t.he kind of vle.rnings 

~~ 
.1t H 

H 
you refer to are primarily warnings of insuranc~t! companiet~ • 

s H 
Ji 
h 

The kind of n1a.jor warning of em~rgency has been issued abo1.2~.: 

B II 
'" ~ ~ 
&t: 
~· !! 
'i 
Je 

45 times since the days of ,John Paul Jones 11 and t:h~t (:\oes 

not occur very frequently. 

" 
:F H ·' J! 

li 
t_;c: 

~· • .. ~ ,. 
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l\iR. CLARK: :.fr. Secretary, the =·;;rot:.est:.s from the 

Thai government abcut the Marin2:s that; ":ff2: fj.rst 
!' l 

Hi ll 
'I 

. l I! ., .. 

landed t.here for use in the ..,')pt!rations have been comdderab.1y 

strong-er than was first anticipated in vlashingb:m.. 'They 

!! 
~z II 

(i 
~ l 

J~ :;: 
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are still den•amUng a formal apology. There \vas a demon-

stration by several t."lousand Thai studen-ts in B..:1ngkok 
,, 

£~ H 

ll 
i5 ·' I! 

II 
~IS l! 

!! 
ff 

n 
'I l 

yesterday outside the 1\merio;:::an embassy where they 

ripp;:;~d the seal off the embassy~ How· seriously do ym.:, 

regard these protests? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well 1 I hope that the protests 

~s ii 
H 

wi 11 die dowr.1. ! think that Dr.. Kissinger indL::ated the 
il 
I' ,, 

~~ 
.. 
p 
~ ~ 
H 

other day at his pt·esr.:; conference t.hat. in. ·the past . 

.. 
~~ 

11 
'l 

~b h i ~ 

the:r:~;; h:ls bee.n assu,ned to be a wider latitude in ·the u.se 

of those bases. If this hv.s ca,.med any errharrassmen·t to 
,, 
r tl 

~t~ H ,, ., 
li: 

t.he 'l'hai governml?:nt, then \..r•:;:? 1vou.ld re9:ret ~ha·t mu'barrv.ssmemi:. 

!3 
~! 
~ t 

It \'iYas I think :necessary for us to take the actions that 
l! 
~ : 

u li 
'$iF: II 

L -.. ~? ,, 
·1 ~ 
1 
,; 

to provide ll1uch of t.he force, as tvell <:lS the aolt and ~~-~ .. :-.:-;:.';>: 

/.· 
r 
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Wilson. 

MR. CLARK: If you had it to do all over a.gain, wm:lcl 

you still ~:end those Marines first into 'l'hailand o~c if 

you kne~-1 it: was going to st:Lr usuch a ruckus ·there~ ,,,.:Juld 

you have done it in some other way? 

SECRE~.*ARY SCHLESINGER~ Well,. t.hat l.S a leading 

question, but :r repeat 'l:le took the response i.:m<'~er 

the circunu;tances that \.,as firm and judicia.l. 

ll 
9 ll 

!I 
!! 

10 II ,, 
II 

It acco::11.plish~d the objective. This has bee;n -- in.cludin'J 

an element. of good fortune -- a very successft"'::l operation 

H 
'I n l1 
!' 

.., ... il !.:;. 
~~ ,, 

13 ·! lr 
B 

14 II 

and I would not change it. 

I"iR ~ Cl,.l\Rl:: But has it been successful diplomaticaU:y 1 

and tha.t would seem to be the danger now and again the 

Thais protest being louder t.h~n they expected- Thr~y 

iS II 
~ .... II 
l\) I 

seemed t.o have been much more upset than '"e expected- Could 

that have been a spinoff in putting greater strain or£ our 

n I 
II 13 

!i 
19 I' 
20 II 

II Zi 

.I 
22 

" 

relations ~~i th Thailand, our only t"emaining ally in Southeast 

Asia? And relati.ons with othe:r Asian countt'ies., 

SECRE'l'ARY SCHLESINGER. I would hope ultimately it 

would not have a spinoff. I think the main thing is the 

United States must. t.ake action to defend the right of 
I! 

23 innocent passage, to defend the right of freedom of the 
' 

24 

I 25 

seas, and that the actions that were taken were judicial. I 

do not think, given the direct circumstances, that the 

•I 

II 
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United Sta.t:!!:.~s could ha,.re r.v-J;acted otherwise.. l?G took an 

action that ~.ras firm and :1.t t·las also right, so I ha,~e rto 
,, 
;! 
_:~ 

.:.: ~~ 
~ ' 
1'; 
~; 

e_:..;. !! 
ll 
'fi 

(l-l.nnouncemr::.:nts) 

" " ;J· I~ 

n 
j( 

H 
~, H 

!; 
~1R. t."LARK: ~1r. Secretary, just one !f:.t'lre ques-:::.:ton about 

~ I 

~1 il 
H 
:;: 

Thailand. He ha•re had some 25 f 000 1\merican tx:oops in 
f ~ q 

f~ 
it 
1! 
q 

Thailand~ mainly airrnen. We hcnre alr-eady agreed 9-li th the 

" ~ ~ 

~ n ,, 
n 

Thais to begin pulL\.ng them out on a timetable t.hat w:>uld 
,; 
! ~, 

0 :i 
,! have them all out by next MHrch. If now, beca~.1se of the 
. ~ 
i' . '~ ~! I H 

st.rong feelings of the Thais over this incident, they ask 
!' 
!' 

·-.~ !I ~ tu 

i! 

to pull our t:roops out. more quickly 1:.han that, ~,.1ould ~-~~ do it? 

ll 
~- I".J. '4 

'"" f ~ 

l! 
·:~ 

'! I! 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: liell, of course 't'le will fulfill 

any agreerraents t.hat we make with t.he Thai government. We 
lf 

·:·,~ 
li a had close to L.tO,OOO men in Thailand~ We had wit.hdrat\Tn 
H 

~n !i 
'I I 
!' 

? ,I 
' !! 

ii 
H~ \! 

•· ~ 

about 13,000. t~e are going to reduce snbstant5.ally, had 

planned t.o :ceduc~; substand.ially by t:he end of this fi.scal 

year. There may bra some adjustn:.ent of the pace of withdrawal, 

" !I 
t? \''1 

~ i 
ot 

but. uJ.tirnat:ely I think that we ha11e to t.e.lk very caref·'llly 

~.c 
~ e 

11 

~.1 II 
'~ 

!I 
should be. 

t2 ! 
i 

~:s 
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HR. Tm1r ... nmoN: Hr. Secretary, I remember at 3:30 in 

the morning everyone bleary-eyed, that you had held a news 

conference and you said, I belie~~that the lessons learned 

the Hayaguez incident r.ve.re salutary. 

Has this message gotten through and specifically in the 

northern part of Asia, to Korea, ~11hat happens if the Koreans 

should start something? HO\'l will the United States react 

to that? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Ylell, once again I should 

emphasize, and I cannot recall what I said at 3:30a.m., 

11 

I 
fro~ 

I 

11 that morning, that th::;: action that we took ·was the right 

12 

'I 13 I 
!i 

14 

action. Firrrn.ess in the right, as r.incoln '·muld say, and 

'"'e had to do it that way, and I think that under those cir-

cumstances the consequences are likely to be salutary, but the 

15 motivation for the action vas to assure that this vessel and the1 

t6 crew was indeed returned to the United States. 

17 To the extent tile United States is seen as acting 

18 
firmly and it dispels any illusions about r.~erica in the 

19 
post-Vietnar.t period, it is healthy, and I think that they 

20 
will consequently bring others to reccgnize thatour commit-

21 
ments elsewhere will be observed. 

22 
I doubt whether the north Koreans are in a position to 

23 
challenge what is a mutual defense treaty between the Republic 

24 of Korea and the United States. I would think they would be 

very hesitant to do so. 
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situation; Nould He lool<:. at Korea .-,.s another Vic~i.:n2.m anC. 

go in and stand in one area for ten years 01~ v.rould >.,:e 

SECRE'rARY SCHLESINGER: I ~:;hink one of !:h(~ lessens oE 

the Vietnamese War is that. arv::dll.3.ry ~Ytili 1:e.xy oper~~t:i.ons .. 

jt 'I) I' rl ~ 

H~ . i 

~~ 1j 
i~ 

not directed against any fi1md miLital--y objective, ;;;;uch a:-~' 

destroying th.;;;· hea.:rt of enemy pot-J;~': ~ his mi 2 .. :.i. t.:u:y for~et·:: 

'lb. il 
I'' i;: 

r £40 ~i 
~ 

TI~ ~I 

is likely to be ineffective, if tlH~ o!_)ponent: has 't"i.J.l 

and determination ·to persist~ and :hat mi:I.Y bt~ a leBS.(JX'J 'i::hat: 

~i; i 
1 

'!1~ 
., fiR. CLl\RK: t·1r. Sec::·etary ~ thore se,aJms t:o me to bE· r.m 

~~· I 
~~ II 

lj 
!~ !• ·I 
~, ! 

I 

inplication in that, i. f there ':OJeJ.::e ;:1.ggref:~sion by the l·Jorth 

Koreans against South Ko~ea., we ,,rould reac·t ";vi th ovenrhelr:tng 

potr;er and that \V'Ould h.ave t.o be air power. \•.rould i i;. not7 

SECRETARY SCifr.ESINGER: I c\id not say ~cha.t \ve would r·.~act 

I 

~@ II 
with overtvhcl:r.ting potrJer ~ Hhat I said '.·las a lesson t.hat could 

be learned from Vietnam --
U! 

NR.. CLARK: Ineffective not. to JEB.ct ·--
20 

f:i 
SECHETARY SCHLESINGER: 'l'hat ue go against the military 

~2 
po\>:er of the opponent and that we not simply spend our time 

.u parrying their offensive operat:i.0ns. Nm11, "~;vhether this is 

~4 
overwhelming power immediately, \•lhat the precise react:tc-n 

25 
of the United States \'JOUld be~ :r do not -- : cannot at tL.l ~:; 
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3 time state, but I t'lould emphasize that it is necessary for 

us to recognize and ~"'le north Koreans to reco~nize that the 

United States is bound by a mutual cefense treaty to South 

Korea. 

HR. CLAR...T.\: t'lell, Nr. secretary, ,.,e have something like 

38,000 troops in South Korea. I think the American people, 

after the experience of Vietnan., \A10U1d really be appalled at 

idea of gett:i.ng involv·ed in another land vrar in Asia. As a 

9 pract.icC\1 matter, if you are going to respond with full force 

w 1 aqa ins t an attack from North ltorea, aren't you talking about 

II II 
12 'I 

very h~avy bombing e~1en beyond the extent of the bombing '\>Je 

engaged in in Vietnam? 

13 SBCRET.l'\RY SCHLESINGER: I think that that is an option 

14 1\ t-.o be cansidered. I would hesitate to say now l"hat we ·•ould 

ill 15 do under the drcwnstances. The heart of deterrence is to 
!! 

ta l naintain uncertainty about the specific actions or maintaining 

11 certainty about our commitments. 

18 NR. CLA RK: t·Tell, one or the other options obviously 

19 would be to beef up those 38,000 American troops but there 

20 you ~·rould run head-on into opposition from both the Congress 

2i and he American people. Would you not --

22 SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Oh, I think so and I think one 

23 must recogni?.e that we have been redt1cing our forces in 

24 Korea. In 1969 we had 60,000 troops. We have removed one 

:25 division. The number of men is the lowest that it: has l"'een 

since the time of the war and represents an American presence, 
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an Arnerican Cl.")rnrn.i trnent tut z..s far as a smaller w .. nnb~r of men 

than previously. 

HR~ CLAE$: But we are then also reducing our 0ptions, 

are we not, to t.he point t;rhe:r.E':. tLe opl:.:J.·,;,n \•ionld be heavy use 

of air po¥rerl 
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SECRE'l'ARY SCB:t:T~S!NGER: One must re1nernber that ·the South 

Koreans maintain .-:t Vt~ry formidable r:tili tary estahlisl1rnent, and 

what vmuld be required under the circumstances remains to ·Je 
!j~ 

i ti 
'I ll 

~"' ~~ 
tl ~ II 

;ifl 
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lj~ 

1 
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I 
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seen, but \IThat ~'rould be done by t.he Unit.ec1 s·tates t..Yould be 

'\trhat would be requir€..~d undsr t.;'le circumstc:nces. 

~m. TOHLI~SON: rtr.. Secretary, \~hat has bt?en t.he reac·t:ion 

that you have receiv·ed from the~ 1\.rnerican people? The t·ihi te 

House seems to have gotten a lot of letters and :.el~gr.ams 

praising- the action Clf the Americans. t'-ihci.t about you? Have 

you received any particular cc·mmunique from the people of 

A.'ilerica on what t.'1e mili ta:ry d.id? 

n' r SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: I think that the reaction is one 

' S4!l 

li 
~~ 

I! ~0 
If 

~~ [· 
~~ it 

ll ~ I• 

!! 
23 ,, 

i! 
~.~ 1-

of universal acclaim. I -.1as in South Carolina yesterday 

I 
and there was unstinted praise for the performance of th~ i 

American forces as well •s for the decisions and Ameri'>an poli4. 
There have been some questions that. were raised, paz-ticulalf-

1 

::tr::::l::~d~::t i~~::e:::e a::a::r::~ tc::. type of respo~se, 
1 

I 
I think t..l).ese days :::hat if manna H"ere to fall fr.or:1 h.ea.vr: 

i 

~s j: 
there h'ould be crj. tici sm if v.:e ltle r.·e to accept :Lt.~ Some 

! 
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cri ticisrr.; not very much. 

.MR. T01-1LINSON: 

time is d.rawing clof-;;e, jun1p to another pa::c·t o2 ·the -;:·orld~ 

1 -_!) 

Y.ou, I believe, look at rm.:rc~ :~s a real c:orne:r.:·st:one ;.md yul.i 

Tomorrow the Sena·te votes on aid to T1.u:1(ey. 

affected NATO'? 

SECFETAHY SCHLESINGER: It has caused. concern 'iid th.~~.n 

HA'l'O 

adversely affected the 'l'urkish forces becn.i.5H of th;; lad~ i'.:.f 

availabili t.y of spare part.:.s. 

The:t·e has been some decline in the readinezs of thor..;e 

forces and therefore the rnil:lt.;n:y .'_)os·ture of W\TO O"JeraJ.l has 

been reduced slightlyo 

We "'·ould !'1opo tha~.: 'l.ve vdll be able to strai<J1l"l::en out ·this 

situation. Turkey is perl}aps the ;)est e~'a!nple of the effec:t-

iveness of mutual security, and it is tragic that we ha"e 

gotten into the si tuatior: that ""e have gotten into Q 

HR. CLAPJ<: The ·r:Jord from the head counters i!l the 

Senate is that you are going to -vrin tomorrow ,that the ban 

on Junerican arms aid t.o 'l'urkey 'VTill be lifted. But if y·.)'t\ 

don't, if you should lose that vot,~, tt!Ould .i.t ~v<3ake.!l your ~1and 
~ 

as you and Secretary Kissinger and the Prc~sident go off to 

next week • s NA'l~O meeting? 
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Kissinger 'dll be heading t:his t.;eek for EUi..'O['!? 1 tho Presidc~nt. 

'Vvill :loin you ·there ne::.:t week \\<here all of the Prir· .. H 

Hinisters of NATO countries will assembl0: what de you see 

as the chief goal of tha·t big NATO meeting? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: There are t\'10 gcii.s o In ·the 

Defense 1·1inisters' meeting, in \'lhich I shall participate, our 

objective is to see thctt the force st:.r;.xcture and the strateqy 

of the alliance is the correct one. 'I'o continu,,~ to deter, as 

t1e have deterr .. ~d fer 30 yea.rs,. any hostile action against 

t~lestern E·.trope. ~'Je have made some progress in reccmt yec:rs 

with regard to force structure and strategy but \17e must 

recognize that the Narsaw Pact forces have been beefed up. 

I thin}~ that the objective in the Nort."1 Atlantic Council 

t·iill be to achieve a reaffirmation amongst the principal 

members of. the Alliance, all oj: the members of the Alliance r 

of the continuing need for this alliance in thi3 period of 

diplorr~tic uncertainty. 

f.·lR. ~L'Ol'•lLINSON g Are the European members of NA.'I'O ;:>ulling 

tJ1eir full '-jeigh t nm-V'? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Some are, so:,ne aren v.t. I t..hink 

that trte must. do more and they must do more to assure that. 

they do p1.'tt up t:he forces that are naces!:H\ry" that they are 

ready forces and well equipped. 
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There has been talk, as you knmv- r of <r."hat is the American 

commitment to Europe, but there is less question of America 

abandoning Europe than 'tvhether the Europeans might abandon 

themselves through lack of effort. I think that a nun'lber of 

the states in Europe have increased their efforts in the 

past years and we are satisfied v-1ith that trende 

MR. TOMLINSON: When you say we should do more, does that 

r...ean we should send more troops tl1 NATO? 

. I 
tneml SECRET.~RY SCHLESINGER: :,ro, we should do more to urge 

to take the actions necessary from the standpoint of the 

Alliance as a \~Thole. 

HR. CLARK: Hr. Secretary, while we are se:nding out 

signals to the rest of the world these days how tough we are 

going to stand and our credibility still exists, what \.rould 

happen in the event of a new outbreak in the rJiiddle East that 

has imposed an oil embargo on the United States; would we 

peacefully go along with the embargo as '"e did last til"~lta:? 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Well, as I have indicated before, 

we might be less tolerant of such an embargo than we have been. 

Just precisely what measures we might take would remain 

for the circumstances, but I do not expect those circumstances 

to arise. 

HR. CLARK: But in your view military action against the 

Arab world could still be a viable option if there were an oil 

embargo? 

I 
i 
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e .. 
.~ I SECRET1\RY SCHLESil'iGEF: 

it achieved but we :regard tL2"t a·.; .::. w:1~y i::ap:rt.!bab1\:. t~Vc!1i::. :..~·" ·chr~ l 
<:, 
"' first place and i'i:. cer.t.ainly :J.s l"JO::. an CJpt.it..11f~ that 

~ on j_ ts face, save in ciroumstar1c-~':!S. 

:i MR. CLARK~ One Inor<Z very quicJ~ q·ues~;irJrl: 

-$ confusion .:t.n this country a.s to t<Jhat: prec:i noly 011::· cor,mJ.i tY<.Ot; t I 
1 

~ 

I 

X thi:lk thsr<:J i.s n·-, '')"'f' "'it:'" CP"IF'~ tl ..... t. .... , ~: ..... ..,.t~ .... ~~ ~~ . ..-.·~ .. i.l,. i 

is to !srael. 

SECRETARY SCHI.ESINGBR: 

$ 

~0 for many years Q The UnibNl. S·tates pl~-ayed a sub~;tard.:.iaJ. ::c~~e 

~a 
in its establishment and we continw;:~ to be :i.nteresi::e.d in i \:.s 

~~. well-being. 

~$ !'-·1R. CLARK; I am so:r·ry vJe a:r;e.; f.:!,Oln9 to have to cut: you 

~~ off n such a very complicated question and amr .. rer ~ Thc-.n}:. you; 

n~ l>!r .. Secretary, for being with <lS on ISSURS l'~ND AlH:MEHS. 

16 SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: Delighted to bf~ t<lith you. 

97 

20 
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