
March 12, 1969 

Hernorandum for:: £1'...r. John D.. Ehrlichman 
The White House 

In accordance with our telephone 
conversation, I am forv;arding- the 
enclosed paper for your consideration. 

Emil Hosbacher, Jr. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington. D.C. 20520 

GIFTS TO TEE PRESIDEl::T 

T\·10 types of foreign gifts to the President nhould be 
considered separately -- gifts from foreign govern:wents and 
gifts from private citizens of foreign countries. 

Gifts from Foreign Government3 

Article I, section 9 of the Con::>titution provides that 
11no person holding any office of p::ofit·or trust under [the 
United States}, shall, without consent of the Congress, 
accept of any present, [or] e;nolumcnt. o oof any kind ""~hatcver 
from any king, prince, or foreign state." 

In order to regularize procedures for- dealing 1,·rith 
gifts to U.S. Government officials from foreign govcrm':lc:nts, 
Congress in 1966 enacted the Foreign Gifts and Decorations 
Act. The provisions of that Act are noH contained, in 
slightly modified foL!n, at 5 u.s.c. § 7342 (TAB A). 

The foreign gifts and decorations legislation c.utho•:-i:-o;es 
employeey of the Federal Governr"1ent -- includinr; the PI:ss i
dent -- t:o accept and retain gifts of minir;-:al value to.:rd::;red 
or received from foreign governments as souvcn:lrn or rr:-:ri.:s 
of courtesy. The term "foreign governments" is def:'in~-::~1 in 
the statu·c:e as includine ttevery official agent or rc~1rc.! ... 
sentative thereof". "Gifts of minimal value" are defined 
by r(;gulation as having a retail. value not in ex.ce::;:.; o:E ~;so. 

The statute authorizes er::!_)loyecs to accept gift a c.:.: 
n~ore than minimal v.:;_lue fror:.1 foreign governments ~;Jhcn i.t 
appears that refusal of the :;ift 'l:•v-ou1d cause offcn.:;c.. 1\0-s-1-
cvcr, such gif·c: is deemed to h::.vc been n.cccpted on bel.; ·1lf 
of the United States nnd "shall be deposited by the do::1:~:,; 
for use and dispooal as the property of the United St~t0s 
.£E_~~egulations prescribed unde-r this section." (!:::r]!'.:~asis 
added.) 
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By E;tecutive O:i:dcr 11320 th.c President delegated to 
~:h"' S""cr~~ary of ~.;-.., (·,'\ .,.,, 1 --:~,_,-,...;-:~y .... o n·~---..-.-.··fbn rc'"ul,-.t-·rop'"' - '""" -.;..: ...... ._ ...,.._.~•w"""' \,..ct.oU'-'""'~~ ..... -...,. tr,... ._~-'--.J_....__ c..; W ,;:,:.A_..._ ..... ;J •• 

'l'bc :rcr,ulations i::;sucd by tb,~ Sccrct.:;.~cy of St:1tc prO"'Jido 
t h.'J·i"" c-J_· -r: ·- <:' lor.c ...... .,...,.r '" \"'1 ,_.,, o-o ,~ ,., ... •i·y o:.= .. _;-,.. u,-, ... ·~"' -1 ~· :- _., -!- -~ ~ u,:'-, •}' L•~"'""' (.:) ..t..t..,;,;.t \.;,..; !..,1;.,.~...._,._.,.0 4..,.X.•'- 1. ..._ 4,4._ ... .,.. ""- ~j.,t,- ,;..\~.4,..\.~.·- J:~.,...>.,.·•~'-..,•) 1.••- .. J 

b t') ··•c- •-_rt.rn"'d for o.f!f=·T C~ !11 u~,-,. h<T ~-'1-r. .,.n..,.·•o•"\?; <"; ;-., ""lG;-·nr-y '1:·1·! ~-l} ..... .&. t....· ... l-J..l t;,; ...... 4- ..... .,....... U'i..,:; ...,.,/ '- , ...... '"' ,.~.;). .t-'.1...11..L~t- ,_.. G-~(.- ~A.. ...... ~ ,.-t_.,_t 

the npp!:oval of the Chief of Protocol .. , it or 1:.::-ty be "'urm:;v;?:rdGd 
to tbc Genm:al Services Adwinistra.tion by the Chief of Pro
tocol. u (T.:'~E B) 

The stntute and r""'z;ulationa \'7ould appQ;:u: to re·T.d.r6 
coordinntion by th~ W:li.tc Hou~o Gift Unli: -:·tii:h i.:k:! Chief of 
Protocol in the cliaposition of gifts received by the rrc::d• 
c1Ql1"~ from foreign gmte::::>."l.r.:rnnts and of£ici.alc.. Ho-:":cv2r, it 
io our understcnding thut ouch coordination lw.::> not bc-0n 
r:~::.intaincd in the p.::.st. 'I'his 't"7i3.S api.J.:·:u:catly bcca.u:::e t~1c 
Prccid-::mt'o rccei!)t of forci0~ r;iftn vio.s consicc:A..~cd to be 
outs:lclc the scope of the consi.:h::utioncl requircr;:r:::nt nnd o£ 
the 1966 statute. A letter signed by tho Chic£ of l>ro~ocol 
in 1957 stated: 

"It is r:2:rtincnt to mention that th~ Prcsicl:::nt o •• 

does not receive or a.cccpt: gifts fro:a forci~~n go\:cn:n
mcnts or heads of state in his pcroonal or iodivlde~l 
ccpacity. It h:.s been tho cc tnhlic;b.ocr prc.cticc :£o1: 
a m.:ob~r of yc~rs for th~ l'r:2sid-.:-:nt to a.ccr.:2t S'...1Ch 

gifts on bchc~lf of tho Covcrr:ssnt in the ro.-•:n3 of f'-11 
t~Q p'nop1c 0~ ~l1n un~~e~ ~-~-~M ~h"~e n~~-~ --~ J..,_ ._ .. ~ - .L ~t ~ ,.. .!.."'"' ·;..u t..) ~t:A.i..·:....;.:, • J. ~.~~ ul.J... t..t..J ,J...i:... t_ 

cu0ncqucntly plc.ccd in ~~ppror>riate <.1cpositnries ~ 
includinr; the Ur1itc Eou8o. It -.;-:ill b~ noted, t.l10re
forc, that the receipt of a sift by c..n tndivict~Cll 
official :to p3r3ona.l nnd cc:.::-::s 't7ltbin the com3t.L-
tu{-~on...,l ~nd f:'~-,·~n·~-o 1~y n~-·o!-d'ol."<""ion<:' .. _.,'-1""~--c:~r:- ~['-~ \.ol..l.. ;- '-'• '-J_l.: ..• \.....aC.,. - l.."""' .l.-'4- ~ o..,...•J, \V,l. .._ ... _, .... ~.;.;.) """,,.,.-.# 

r~cn~pt 0~ " c- 4 ~~ hy " n~~~4d·~~~ ~-o~ a ~~~d 0~ 
.... "<,.;o-4. J.. '~ 0.:-.L. .... u "'" .1; !..'.,..,.,,. ._:. ........ J...L.. L.4 "'·-~- ..... 

foreign ztate is not considered to be in tha ::::c:11.3 

catc[jory." . 

There is so:mc qucntion ·oha(;b~:L this theory rccDV:::!~J 
rd.f!··~ to t'l."l'\ 'DY'('n{c;,,., ..... ~- ·l=·.·~···n t-t.,,., l ..... '""~'"'" ... :")f-·!o·l-. of t!~ .. :">. n-;·"'~'"',.., ... c

1
-"-...,. Lo ._ ._ ,... -....., "'- w1.o.'- "'- -v"' -..l•-..... ~.' 1:· ._ A.(. .. "-..t... ;4 1.1r.- a! .. - ._j. -~ ·-- ,_ 

lce·L;:ati.on. Und.?r the lc;j:lcL:.tion the c,cccptnncc of fo~:.::!i[jn 
eovcrnJ:-~,:::nt gi:Ctr~ of -rr:o:r:c tbc.n ninima.l value by ,:.:;!!.~ }:\~( -:-::1::ll 
c:;;,?loycc is deemed to be made on bcha.l£ of the United St.~.t:::;:;. 
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The legislation clearly provides that ~ifts so accepted 
must be deposited in accordance 't·.7:U:h the regulations. The 
President is specifically mentioned as being an "craployec" 
vlithin the terms of legiolation. 

In vle-t-7 of this indication thnt the proc.::~dures of tho 
present legislation are intended to apply to gifts received 
by the President as well as by other federal officinls, even 
though received on behalf of the United States, vic su[:-.'_r,c:ct 
that the White House Gift Unit coordinate with the Offica of 
Protocol the disposition of PresidentL'll r;ifts received from 
foreign officials. Such coordination could consist of noti
fication to the Protocol Office of each-gift received by the 
President from a foreign government .und the disposition pro
posed to be made of it -- that is, whether it ~·d.ll be rc·tuined 
for specific official use or fo~varded to the General Services 
Administration. 

In vic"t-7 of the fact that the Offlce of Protocol hD.:J 
'tvorked in cooperation Hith the Hhite House Gift Unit on a 
rpgular basis in the past, we believe that the procedure 
suggented above would not create any significant burd~n. It 
\vould have the advantage of t·c:.noving any question abou-t "1:7bcthcr 
the statute and regulations ~-7ere being complied with mvl \:ould 
also enable the Offlcc of Protocol to keep complete records 
of official gifts received from foreign governments. 

Gifts from Forcip;n.Privutc C:Lti:0cns 

There is no legal prohibition or.rcstriction on the 
acceptrmcc. by the President of eifts from privntc p8rSOTo.S. 

Hm1ever, in view of the problern of storing and tra.nsnd.tt~n~ 
the numerous gifts tendered the P~csidcnt and the potential 
problem of requests by donors for favors, our Embassie:J have 
ac_, .. ,n •. ~.,lly .• ,.,.r-,""'Cd '-O ,,...,c,.,....,.:·· r-;~ .::,."' .cO .. J~ .._,..,,.,. nr·""ir1J."'l~f- .f!~~Ql;l 6 ... 1,;,'-J...C:.\. J,.\,.,;,..U...:.J l. .. ,....._ '--1'- \..JJ .. ~-V .L .. l...l'"'- .l. '-.J .... ~ J.t.... ..._...., .. \ 

private citizens. State Dep3rtment re3ul~tions provide tbnt 
diplom:::r.tic nnd consular of:ficc;;s should not accc;?t or t:;:<;nn
mit r:ifts tvhich citizens \-7:1.3 h l:o ore sent to the Pres idcirt 

·~ -
or Secretary of State unless prior approval is obtained from 
the Department. In most casco, prospective donors nrc to be 
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informed that the presentation must be rr.ade privately or 
through the diplor.mtic :rcp:rcJc;nt:.::tives of the donor's 
government in Hushing ton. (Tl . .'D C) 

Hith regard to gifts from foreign citizfer.:J rcc.~ived 
in Hashington, p.articulc~z.·ly ,.vhcn received through tht! u'·:ils, 
return to the donor is often not fc.::-.:::iblo or cc:anot be 
c.'loily c.ccomplished. Althoush gift3 from private citizr-;.13 
cnn be accepted by the r~c:::idcnt for his own rozccJ3ion, it 
is our understanding that in most canes they a.x.·c p~:-o~-::s;:~;d 
by the 'Hhite House GiZt Unit c:nd used for a public puq:::HJ·::!. 

If the Hhite 1-Tousc prc:Ec:rred not to receive gi:Etn of 
"'O'~r-> '~-h""'U !'11"'1)"'""""""'"1!)1~ ,,,.,.,,,., r-~·om nr.;·\r:"lt:A ,..l.·~·i'"'0n" .;,l .;.:o-··"'·!rvn 10. _.- ..,.J. \..J. ''"L.Jl .L.~v..L.l..-tol ~ v ,___...-..\,.... ..... J...L. · s._~ J.... u .- t,..;. a.. *-.# ._,.. •J ..J..J.. ...._ J...l.;J...,';J.l 

countries, vm could inct::cuct our po:::; tc nbroad th.J.t 'J.';1Y 

.;'1"l11';, • .;c(:' ~-·11...,._ ID"'Y 10·"' .,..,,..,.,~~;">d on 1DC· hnl·c ol:= -·:~o~"'~"'!-·l'"'"' .,1 ... 1. , -.-- - ._ .-\.. 0 L.. ~ ~ \,.. .L.;cio - J. .... ._ ·- ..,,. \i - .. L L -s..:.t. J.. ....... i, c ·... ·--- ~ 1 -- \.,.. ,_ .a.. ~ _. 

P~~-i~r.-.tc· for"'iP'n G10nO'l""' 10C ~<"'<'"·"·...,red T·7·~ 1"11'1 f"i"·~ n("nr>-;-~1 ""r'~~-···~·1,..,~ -..o..VtA _....., O -V c.~,..LV\w.._ l .L~ -., J.·- (_I._:.L·---·~.N J._..._ . ._!:. · • .J.L .._:-

that President Ni~on prefers not to acccpt·p~~oonal Bi:ts of 
nppl:ecinble moneta:;:y v.:tluc. If it is agrecabl·:!, L\1::-::!ric:-•n 
Enfuassics who request it could be given a general 050 v~lu
ation for guido.nce in doalin:; uith such qucstioniJ. 'i'b5.3 
gutcicline '\vould be flc::r;:iblc, hm·;cvcr, since t1:v~:rc tn:,.y r:·. -- :-
,._;n'"'"' be e·:rtcnu"'t-'~n,.,. cJ.· -~~.,;-., .... ··-~nc""'<:> T·1l'l"'"Ae dc-l"l-'~nitJ"J' 0'4 -,·c ~-,.,.rl·J.~n,., L....t- ll.~--V .t:\o '(..'- ..t.. .. V J..t...-"-••·J..,J &...\..+ ~.._, H ._.L. .,... ~ ~-' .J.h. .;. "--· ·.- -..;.. 4 b 

a sj_fi: from an influential pc1·:con or group could u.d~l-'2J:J'~·ly 
affect our foreign relations in a country. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

.WASHINGTON 

March· 14, 1969 
1969 M!1R 17 PM '• 40 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

AMBASSADOR EMIL MOSBACHER, JR. 
Chief of Protocol 

EDWARD L. MORGAN -->---::r;-~ 

SUBJECT: GIFTS 

I am taking the liberty of replying to your memorandum to John 
Ehrlichman on the subject of gifts to the President because I have 
been peripherally involved in some of these matters since before 
the inauguaratinn. Specifically, I attach for your reference 
copies of correspondence between the State Department and me 
involving gifts from a private cirizen from Thailand. You will 
note the resolution of that problem, which I trust you will find 

in order. 

In reading your memorandum entitled 11Gi£ts to the President, 
11 

I agree with your interpretation of the statutes and regulations 
which require coordination between the, White House Gift Unit 
and the Chief of Protocol. Further, however, I generally dis
agree with the prior interpretation of the past administration 
that the receipt of the President's foreign gifts were outside the 
scope of the constitutional requirement and 1966 statute. 

I concur with your recommendation that the White House Gift Unit 
coordinate with the Office of Protocol regarding disposition of 
Presidential gifts received from foreign officials and Presidential 
gifts received from foreign citizens. 

I am advising the White House Gift Unit of this by carbon copy of 
this memorandum and trust that you will work out the nec-essary 

details. 



' .. • • 
Memorandum to: Ambassador Emil Mosbacher, Jr. 
From: Edward L. Morgan 
page 2 -- March 14, 1969 

Subject: Gifts 

In light of the specific provision in the statutes which allows for the 
acceptance of gifts to avoid embarrassment, I am hesitant to change 
the procedure where by gifts from private foreign citizens may be 

/receipted by the White House Gift Unit and acknowledged, with the 
condition subsequent that they will be returned should such donor 
ever attempt to seek Presidential favor as a result thereof. It is 
my understanding that in the past this situation was handled by simply 
returning the gift on the ground that it was apparently not given in 
good faith. 

I would appreciate your thinking in this regard in order that we might 
finalize a procedure that would be workable for the embassies. 
Since this appears to be the only remaining unresolved question in 
the gift area, we should, no doubt, make and implement our decision 
in the very near future. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 10, 1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

From: 

AMBASSADOR EMIL MOSBACHER, JR. 
CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
STATE DEPARTMENT 

•.. 
Edward L. Morgan:·-.:··< 
Deputy Counsel to the President 

Subject: Foreign Gifts 

Your memorandum of March 24 indicates that the White House 
and State Department are now in accord on the hand~ing of each 
phase of the foreign gift operation. 

Since your staff is working out the details with the White House 
Gift Unit, the show is clearly on the road and there is nothing 
further for either of us to do at this time. 



THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January 28, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRES !DENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Gifts for UK Prime Minister 
and Mrs. Wilson 

We have been advised that Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Wilson's gifts for you and Mrs. Ford during their up
coming visit will be under $50.00 in value and geared 
to your personal interests/lifestyle. The following 
recommendations are designed to provide a response in 
kind. 

For the Prime Minister --

An American-made hand-held calculator/ 
computer together with a battery re
charger and a converter. (We were 
advised he would like one.) 

For Mrs. Wilson 

A 32'' -square framed color print-on
canvas of a scarf designed by Mrs. 
Frankie Welch to Mrs. Ford's specifica
tions intended for her exclusive use 
as a gift. Mrs. Wilson will be advised 
that, in addition to the print, as soon 
as the Quiana scarves are ready, one will 
be forwarded to her in London. 
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For the Prime Minister and Mrs. Wilson --

A silver-framed color photograph of 
you, Mrs. Ford and the Wilsons at 
their White House Arrival Ceremony 
with the following suggested inscrip
tion: 

nTo The Right Honorable Harold Wilson 

and Mrs. Wilson, 

With great pleasure at welcoming 
you to Washington, 

Gerald Ford Betty Ford 

January, 1975" 



-i:i!".asnw. .:to saA:;:lp.:tB, atq-e:n:ns ;; ur a3-e..lo~ s .:w .{-c-rds']:p 
~o~ pa.:tap:;:suo::> aq £aq~ ~;;~~ papua~o::>a.:t sr lT L£4..lado..ld TB~Os..lad s;; 

Pc~i?a.:~ aq ..{;;~ S=lJJS ·:.pns i{£'noq::nv ·to::>o:Jo.:rc_ ~o _;ra·p-lJ ?.t.!=i JO a::rua.:r.:m::> 
-uc::;, Ci{J. -q~ J:-1 pc~ 0o:J:>P cq £:sw. c:ontt?.rl J o SSCTP.li2ga.z c suoJ:; "2.1.o:,aa · £ 

" ·ro:>o:::.o.:ra · _;ro ;raJl{:> a';{l o:::. c:rq_;::;da:>';)a 
mnas:~ .:to sa~'J~-:>.:t-e u;; 04 a22.::t04S .:to £-erdsJp ~o sasc~nd ..lo~ S~JJ$ ~:Jns 

;c TE'S~dSJp .:to ct!OJ~FUop ~.::to_JSUE.::t=+ t?n:::.uaaa a~l ~~ad c~ 5? TIC!~ S2 

--=asod.:rnd SJlll -..<:o; IO:!o:::.o.::ra: ;:o JC!J"'<i:)- a-q_:4 co.i; :rqZ·acs _;;q <:!'OT4?z-;:.::rotF!ne 
T~.:::au~g :req'l p~pual!mlo::>a.:r ST 41 ·:::.uapJ.sa.:ra. a=>rA atp ;c ~':ITJ;o cl.l:i 

~~~~~ ~1~2 o~~ UJ24U1?~ 04 p~~Ti?'lqO UCJSS~ad pu-e UCTS~~JQ Sc';)J~~C!S 
:r.>u-e -uo:::Ji? .. r•sr.;:n::pr, c:n4 £.n'i. ~.,'l~'l~ :ro ;::.uc:~.:n~cao. 'IC';)C4o.:::,:r :ro ::;~'!'!:!'"' 
• c • ., - .. ~ .., - - - - - - ·'-' 

~tp. 04 P~:l:~:;'!:lsUE.J.l aq TT?t!_S 4,;]:~ etp 3-aTr:ua;::;uo:, uo']::::r-e;:;:; .. :wJ'll1= '~sn t•r~:::;1=JJC 
.:rc; p;:n~~?~<>.:r ~q o::. ST 4JJ8 -e_ .JI · sa:::."B'lS pa:r~u:.n. at;_::. ;o JTE!.ic·q uo £1.uc 

<pro..:;,asno-q s11{ ~o- suCJ::J."e"[c.:t ::j.U~p-fsc.:r .:ro =!U-ap;s-a..:rcr B:J"J=fl atp Lq pe::;G:z-::·::1? 
~g ~~ Sel?4S pa::j.J.Ufi a~::. UJ cnT?A TJE::j.o~ CS$ ;o ssa;:,xa U1 s~~J~ ·z 

· ·e-;:,~J;o UJ a:;-;:.t~as .sr-q ~o p.::ro:;a.z -e s-e z::n~snm 
.:::o sa.::.:;tp~e- ~rqa:nns E UJ 'C!8t:!.:::o:::. s .zo A'a"[dS"]:p. :;,oJ pa-.:::ap!=SUO";). aq :"leo~::j.. ~cip .. 

papua~o:;a;:: S'! ~'! ~~.:::adoid tcuos.:rad s-e pe4-ea.:r:::. aq A~ s4;1=~ ~:>ns ~gnn~T¥ 
. "?"[O-qBsncq_ S"j:'l{ 30 SUO)=::?"[?..:t ::J,U?.?JSC!~ .:::o :::.u;;p"j:S~..!d e'=>}:A etp .Aq pe":l C;a":):::;-e 

aq_ .A-zm sa:rc'lS pa:n::un atp il!= ~nT?A Tt-e:+a~ 0£"$ 'llcli~ ssar JO s~_n:~ "T 

_ -uoJS"fA'JU sa_:>J.t~as pn~ uo'J:::re~:+srui-...:pv atp i!_~no.:tti:J parun~a~ 
puc _:::t-ttapJ:sa.::ra: o':l"J:fl <?tp 0=1 1-asuno:> T~8a'1 ot{:J Lq pa2paraoo::p-a aq TD?t!S 

. .:tado.::tG ~q ~ou FFlOt·l. a:iu:<qda-:>;:,-e t.l';)"Pil'l ~o; S:JJJ2 _ascu...t ·no-r:::.Eu~a=:ap 
.:to~ :roap):sa.::tc[ co:lJA a'{-:- Ol rasu.lO:) t-e3a'l aq4.· o:::. pa:ua_Ja.l. aq treu,_s ~_n:g 
~ ~J:=lda:J:>-e ~o .!:rrr"£'3at .:to .{':ieJ.::LGo~d atp 2'1l1":P-:u~·Za.l suo:;::::.sanb _ J:.u:v. ·t 

~~:.;.;:ssc:::CI.:td 
.!C~ ~OTS!=i•}:u SG::'TA.Z<OS j?Ui? !~Op?.:<:~S"j:t:TU:PV ;:=:tp o~ Ai::)d~O.:Id p~:::::~Si.:C'.!4 

------ ---·-- ----·----- .. ---;- :: ~ ·~ ~. ·. ·. ~ · ·. ·: · --: ':: -.- r: · -: .. -. , ·--. .. ; ; c.· s :. __ : .~-: ·_; -'·' ----·o· : --- -- -



-::-::-,2,'::~,::::- the dono~ dves 7 or seel-:s to do, Ot!Sin~ss '·:i . .:Q ar:y ::::-~;:a::-;::::;::.c 
2,52:-::c:y of the tinit~d. St.::tt-:.s, CO:!-:iuc:::.;; activiti2s that ar-: ~~~ s:...:.nj 2::t: 
r2g:2l=.:ioc. by any depart~e-n.:: o:- agen-::y, or h.:1s ic.ter.:::.st.s tf:=.:: ~7 be 
.s:_;bs t:2.;J.t.ially affected by the perio!'i:!2nce or nou-::e~r~n·::~<:~c~ of the 
Vice ?r.:sideat's official duties. 

2. ~-"Y gifts conditioned upon the express' or i2plhd eni!orseo:ent; of a 
co~ercial product saall be retused. · 

3. In·tne case of co~sumablesJ appropriate ackno~ledgem~t sQall be 
made·. by the Adl!!i.nistratioa and Services Division. and disposal. eff~ct.:d 
pursuant to the attached memorandum from the UQited States Secre~ Serv-ice (Tab B). 
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WASHINGTON POST December 4, 1974 

White House List of GiftS to Fords 
.... \ the President, and a blue-and- 10 bottles of v~ka and 10 containers of \ 

~~:~ ;~Jv~hlt~o':na~~~:ln~~~ : ~na~f Russian caviar to the President from , 
tan to Mrs, Ford from Lulz Echever· tc,~';i~t\~~r~J~/;t oYrf~Yb~io~~/'~~~ I 

The White House has 
m_a'de public a list gi ' all 
gifts · given to President 
FOrd · and his family by 
'"kings, ,princes and foreign 
states'.' · during· h\s first 
months in offic~J .. All 'such 
gjfts are by law · ttle pr~p
erty of the U.S. government 
if they are worth more than 
$50._ The follow.ng gifts ap
pear to be in that category. 
Not listed· are · less valuabl~ 
items, 'such as framed photo· 
grapha. ,Also not listed are 
gifts from his recent tl~ips to 

ria Alvarez, President of the United viet Socialist Republics. , I 
. States of Mexico, and his wife, e Four sliver coins struck to com-

'• ,An ,oil painting of Father Kino memorate the 1976 Olympic Gdmes to' 

· Japan and · Vladivostok, 
whi¢b ate . still being 
"processed". 

• A blacl<, lacquered sPice chest In
laid with mothe5-ot-pearl to . the Pres I• 
dent from Keu1.;-Moon Koh, Meinber 
of the Natlonali Assembly of the. ReP· 
~bile of Korea, -

• A pair of carved Ivory candle
slicks mounted on a natural · wooden 
base to the President from William R, 
iolberl, President of the R<>PUbllc of 
Liberia, 

• An electric microscope to the Pre
sident; a petit paint embroidered even· 
lng bag to Mrs, Ford, a black wool 
shorl cape to Susan Ford from Or. 
Bruno Krelsky, Federal Chancellor of 
thP. Republic of Austria, and his wife. 

• A carved mahe>Vany baby seal to 

(lountler of missions In Sonora, Mexico · be , held In Canada to the President 
and the United St~tes) to the President . from r:J~arcel Cadieux. ·Ambassador 'of 1 

frot;'ll carloat ArmandO Blebrich, Gover- s a.nad!iA iar~e •lze Vente (tradltt'onaiiY I 
nor of Sonora, Mexlco. • ; ' -~ 'l">i""' • g " 1 • Two tan 

1
amosl<ln jackets with fabric woven tor royaltY) and. a ~S·T ot 

white lambs wool lln(ng seamed with ·~cket~11lil~sJ'~t~.': $:;i';e~i;,
~~hi:~d.s~l~~~:d~~mto~1t~: ~~;. Coi. '· IOnatlys KiltiJ Ac.heamPoniJ, .Chltlf· 
de Pavlovitch, Mayor of Magdalena de IJ'I811. •. of !.l'- -'-"Ma~loaal Red!iiJ'IP~iOtl 
Kino, Sonora, Mexico, Council of the · RePublic of Ghana. ' 
A; ed A ed~~~er.~aY 

8 
w~~Ya~a'::'l~~e <~~J! • A JCUIPIUred ~tertiDII sJI)fer U.Ure 

sign In the 1 center to the President !' .e.~Y\0 .t~~~~~~~ck mo,:::e u:; 
from Mrs, Sara Rodriguez Ornelas. Yellow vranlte lnsef with 1wO' sjver pa,. 
General Secretary, National Cenfedera-- ques and 11' hai\~M.-111-karal goloL 
tl9n of VendOrs of National Lotter{ • stylzed scarab "beetle" pendant, Inset 
Ttckets, Mexico. ;1 With an anllque rose-cuf' diamond, sus· 

• A large presenTation box of all-over • J>!'nded from an 18-l<arat gold wire 
hand pammered sliver decorated on top neckrlng by Israeli artist Bayta wan~~ . 
with a cut-out and applied sliver Polish to 

1 
Mrs. . ford f~pm _ .¥Uzlulk ltabin. 

E,agle to the President ; a .46" long Pr me .Mtnlltt"l' Of larllel. end Ills wife. , 
necki'Bce of amber, cut and POlished In~ • Four can~ of caviar flown•ln from 
lrre;ula~ natural forms to Mrs, Ford;' a 1 Iran to Mrs.' Ford' fro111 Ardeshlr 
neutral color wool sMwl printed with a Zahedi, ,t.mbaU<Idor · ol Iran • 
floral design contained In a small , 1 An ·Et)ruscan "Buchero'' dating 
wooden chest with folk art designs 1 • • 

burned Into the wood and outlined with 
Inlaid copper and brass wires and 2.5 
meters of silk to susan Ford from Ed· 
ward Glerek, First Secretary of lhe 
Centr11l Committee of the Polish United 1 
Workers' Party, and his wife. 

· • A bronze wall plaque with silver 
and brass etched designs to the Presi
dent from Abdul Hallm Khaddam, Oep 
utv Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign 'Affairs of the Syrl•n Ar<lb Re
public. 

• A PaKekh box to Mrs. Ford. 



GIFTS TO THE PRESIDENT FROM 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 

Q: What is the law on who owns these gifts? 

A: 1966 law is pretty clear that any gift from foreign governments 
over $50 belongs to the government. However, the law almost 
provides that these gifts can be put on display at various places 
such as the White House. 

Q: Where are all the gifts that the Nixons received? 

A: I understand that the GSA has about 1100 boxes of gifts the 
Nixons received. About 100 of these are believed to contain 
gifts from foreign governments. 

The last time I checked, although I am not sure now -- there 
was one box of gifts still in the White House Gift Office. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF -- ~ 
DONALD RUMSFELD, '..,_:____k A--~·;/J FROM: 

SUBJECT: Receipt of Gifts by the Pr.esident 
and His Family from White 
House Staff Members 

On occasion, staff members are inclined to give gifts to 
the President or his family. Such gifts are given with 
the purest intentions in an atmosphere of friendship and 
fellowship. Unfortunately, they might sometimes be 
misconstrued. In general, government regulations 
place restrictions and/ or prohibitions on the presentation 
of gifts to officials by their subordinates. Moreover, your 
presence on the staff and your efforts on behalf of our 
country are themselves a .fine contribution to the Nation, 
and a most sufficient gift to the President and his family. 




