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Til& PP.ESIDEUT: First, let me express my 
appreciation for your being here,and after I make a few 
prepared .renarks I will look for.-Ie.rd to the opport.uni ty to · 
responding tc.· any questions 1 whether it is on the subject 

I aQ speaking on or any other subject) wncther 
it is: or international ·· · 

"• .I ·. •'-: 

I am reminded, as I sec some of the faces here, of the 
Meting .. that' we had, with some of you at 'least, in the Cabinet 

·Room the Hhite House on July as I recollect. At that 
time so:ne 30 leaders of the £astern European community 
with J.'le to discuss problems relating to \·lestcrn Eul"ope and 
related Jr.atters. I that that Has the 
very. first tir.H! that a President of the States 
with. rapt•esenting ·the interests of so many Amet•icans 
concerned about Eastern Europe. · '·-· ' · · · 

.-.::.; ... li-: :·!·:·!."'• ... .::,*• u; ··: •. -:• •• ... 

I think on our Bicentennial is 
particularly appropriate that we in Government recognize the 
great contributions of our from Eastern Europe. 
B<!fore the departure for the European 
in Helsinki last·July r.stated 'l:IY policy very categorically 
in reference to Eastern Europe,and·at this time let rne . 

statement •• I worked·on it myself, I am \'ery 
proud of it and I ·think oftentiJ:tes it ls not read in proper 
context • • .: ., • . . . 

.. • , It goes--like· this: ·It iG 'the! po·licy of· the 
United· States nnd ·it· has been my. policy cvct• since I entered 
·public life to support.the aspirations'for freccom and national 

• • • independence of the peoples of Eastern Euorpc t-li th whom ul! 

... ,, .... 

• · bave·cuoh·closc tics of culture as well as blood.by every 
proper and by every pcaccful.mcans. 

.. 
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I stated my hope and expectation that my visits 
to Poland, Rumania and Yucoslavia.would again dct3onotrate the 
fricndohip and the interest in the welfare and progress ot 
the fine people of Eastern Europe. This renains my policy, 
regardless of what any Washington experts or anti-Washington 
experts may say or write. · : ; • · ... . . . ... ... . 

•. On~·Ju~y. 29, 1"975·,. iii th'e 'lilarkct' sctu'are of Krakow, 
Poland, I told a good many thousan~s who were assembled there 
that I was standing ooly.a very few.feet fron the flag marking 
vhere General Kosciusko 5tood and took his fat.\OUS oath to 
fi&llt, to rccain the independence of Poland and the freedom 
of all Poles. I said I was very proud to be in a place so 
rich in Polish history and so closely associated with -the :":. 
Polish hero in our own struggle for independence in the 
United States. 

•••• • • ) l ... ~ • " • ... • : ...... : i ··: ,••t _: 

• 1 ~ur~ng' r.ty visit .to.Beigra.de I add that: Americans .•. 
particularly a.dm~r~d Yugocla.via.'s indepcnd~rtt spirit. ta 
l said wheneveD indepcnd··nce is; thrent~nc~l, p~ople everywhere 
look to :th.e. . exz.!:!ple o'f. Yt,t;~s.la.·.fian p?.opJ.~ thi'0:.!6hOut their 
history. They take s~ren&th and theyt'tiike in~piration from 
that exa.~:tple. 

-7!.': •• ... ·~·!· t ~ ·:~·~. : ... ; ."t:· ·~:~:: :"..,~ ·: :_ .... ~ · .. ··- •: : "·~ s; ~~ 
..... it#'·. ~erica' s l.nteres.t in Yugoslavia, • s cont.1:nued · : • .;. .. ,-, 
inde,Pendence, iriteeri ty ·.and well-being, exp:t.~ess.ed often .in···· 
the i,a.st:, .rcmains ... un,di.minishe.d •. : •.. - .. :· ~ ::1:-: ~ .~.: ~·:::· 

• "' • ..... • . ..; . r: =~ .. '·•'": ~.: .~:-~· .... ~.·-.~~·- .. .;. • ••"I' .: !~. ·.;. ....... ,: 
. _ .~ . In. the Joint Cornl:i.un:Lq.ue.. which President Ce<l.usescu . • 

·and I signed· in ·Ru.T.ania. we cr.lphasi.z._ed our support· for a· just· · 
and..eqUi'J.:abl.e. international ot"d.er. l-1hich· respects the· right· · · ·• 
of each country rc&<n•dlcss of size .or politi'cal· Ol" economic 
o:r social system to choose its own destiny free from the usc 
or thr!!at f>f !Of"'?~·-· ........ .!. • .:~~.:..:..:~ .... :,..:~ ·.: ~. • ... ···'' •t: : 

• ~ .. . -~ •• . ...... .• .•..•• · ·, ..... ~ __ : ........ ,.,. • :~.: J: .......... '~ ~ .. •:.. . ! • • .: :':"=' .... •• ;:"~ ;1'": :f~ ! .. 
·.-:··When !.returned from tuJ.'C)pe, I told~.the.Amcrican· -~-. 

peoplcthat i was <lbie. to deliver in pel•son· a. message of · ~­
enorr..o.us significance t? .. all r:uropean~. l;ty message·.was very .. 
clear: America still. cares.. Aod tl1e torch: and· the Statue-. 
·of Liberty still burns!very brig~tly •. \·~a-stand for freedom···· 
ed:·l,nC!cpendence. in 19.76 just as we stood for. freedom and· · 

. ipdependence in 1176. • ·• ~- · :, .. 

I .have recalled these events bccause.-thcy underline 
the fact tiiat my policy.; iu~crica' s·"policy,:. toward Cas tern ·! • 
Eui'¢pe is .fully,,.cicarl'/.and for_;:'f<llly documented .. · It is a •• 
crcatlvo and coope.r.-\tive policy tt)\.ial"d the nations of· ta..-.tcrn. 
Europe. .It is the policy that··c~br.iccs our most important ·v!.r 

.. 

ideals as . a. nation: It is a. policy that I have .repc<t tud , .• 
in ~e:sagcs to ~~cricans of I.:stonian. Lithuanian and Ukranian · 
ancestry ,and I add the Latvian p cople whon I know so ''*ell in 
JAY hor.~ctown of Grand Rapids, l1ichit::.Jn, know of my deep concern 
and devotion. and fricndohip with them~ 

.~: •: J 
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What it amounts to -- there :1a no secret 
Washington policy, no double standard by this Government • 

The record is positive, consistent, responsive 
to yout" concerns, .and I say it is ind.=:sputable. The United 
States stronely supports the aspir~tions for freedom, 
for national in~cpcndence of peoples everywhere, including 
the peoples of Eastern Europe. I have follo~ed this policy 
in my visits to Eastern Europe and in ~ meetines with 
Eastern European leaders here as well as overseas. Our 
policy is in no sense -- and I emphasize this -- in no sense 
accept Soviet dominion of Eastern Europe or any kind of 
organic oricin. 

, .. 

Nor is it in any way designed to permit the consolidati~ 
foro such dominion. On the contrary, the United States seeks 
to be responsive to and to encourage as responsibly as possible 
the desires of Eastern Europeans for greater autonomy, 
independence and more normal relations with the rest of 
the \:Orld. 

This is the policy that I will continue to 
pursue with patience, with firmness and with persistence 
a policy from which the United States will not waivero. 

Thank you very, very much • 

. •. 

. • 
.. 
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END 
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TO AMERICANS OF LlTilUA~fl/\N ANCF .• !1'IRY . " 

Aa ,.,c cc1ebrnte the birth o! f'rredom in .1\sr.crlca. more ilntl ntorc 
· ot our people a.rc mindful of their bl-n:t\tlonnl herlt:\gt~. Your 

Llth\l:lJtln.n-Amcrican activlU-::n call nttcntion to f·hc rP.n"H1rka!>!c 
etlorta o! mitUotl~ o! tal.C'nt~d tmc! hard-wor!dnc !ndh·iduals !rosn 
aU over the ·wortd wbo bullt J\merien. into the crcat nn.tlon we 
know tod~y. 

I am keenly nwn.re ol ~"''ltr eren.t a.n....:iet)r conecrnlt'lg your homeland. 
fanuUco .n.nd !r1cmlo who h;:wc been and arc stilt profoundly alfc:etctl 
by En!3t- Wcst political developments in Europ~ •. J.,2st su.mn1cr, 
Ju.Gt l"t!orc dcpar!ing for Hcldnld, and br.:!ore that in Fabrunry of 
1975, I ntct \":ilh yonr \c:tc:lcrG to dtsc:u:lG then~ concerns o.nd to em­
phasize t...~;:.t the accord I .would sign in Helsinki wns ndthe-r a treaty 
'!-Or a legally binding document. · • ... · · 

. 'Ibc Helainld. aet.·ecn1ento,. I pointed out, \vcrP. politlca1 and mora-1 . . 
· commitm~nt~ n.bncd a.t 1eGsening tcnsiono and Op<'jlf.ng further the 
·Uncs of communication between the p~opl~G c! E:nr(and We~t. 1 
assure you ag~in that there is no c:'lusc !or the ver) .. ·mt!lcrotnnrJabtc 
concern }"0•~ raised about tho effect o! the I-I·.~h:;lntd Dcc'l.n.r~tlons on 
t1le Batttc natiotl:O. 'I'he Unit~d StatnG han never l"P.COgnir:-ed the 
Soviet incorporntion o! Fstonia. L3.tvln. and J .. lthu.:tni;\ and iG not 
doing oo nO'\\". Our o.iflcinl policy o! nonrt.:cognition if: not a!£cetoc1 
by the rcrmtts of U1C' European Sce\trity Con!erenen. 

. It is the poHcy dl lht.s tTnltc•l ~tatca--and it baa bc:C'n tny pollcy ev~r 
aluce 1 enf.Ared public li!e--to t~upport. the noplrntlon:s !or Ircr.dom 
And n:Llloaat lndcpcmlcncc o! the peoples of Eastern Europe by c.vn.ry 
proper :1nd peace{\\\ tnenns. 

J comm~r.d yo\1 !or your contlnued contl"ill1tt.ions to our n~tlonA\ 
legncy :nul to ·o'lr durnb1a syot.:-tn of rcp1·r.ocmtath•r govc."rnrnC'nt.; 
Tcxln.y, I antutc:- you !or yo\tr :strueglc on brbntf of aU lutn'll\n !rr.,.. 
clom. .. - - ~ ·~- _____ .:....., ______ -. ··-··------
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EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE 
AT U:OO A.M., EDT JULY 25, 1975 

O!fice o! the White House Press Secretary 

-----~------------~~--·----------------------------------~------.. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT DY THE PRESIDENT 

I am glad to have this opportunity, before taking o£! !or Europe tomorrow, 
to di·scuss with you frankly how I feel about the forthcoming European Security 
Conference in Helsinki. 

I l\:.now there are some honest doubts and disagreements among good Americans 
about this meeting with the leaders of Eastern and Western European countries 
:· nd Canada -- 35 natio.ns altogether. 

. 
'!'"here are those \vho fear the Conference -\vill put a seal o£ approval on the 
political division of Europe that has existed since the Soviet Union incorporated 
the Baltic nations and set new boundaries elsewhere in Europe by military 
action in World War II. These critics contend that participation by the United 
States in the Helsinki understandings amounts to tacit recognition or a status 
quo which favors the Soviet Union and perpetuates its control over countl"ics 
allied with it. 

On the other extreme there are c.ritics who say the meeting is a meaningless 
exercise because the Helsit1ki declarations arc 1nercly statctnents of prin.ciples 
and good intentions which are neither legally binding no:o: enforceable and 
cannot be depended upon. They express concern. hov:ever, that the result 
will be to make the free governments of Western Europe and North Arr:c rica 
less wary and lead to a letting down o£ NATO• s political guard and military 
defenses • 

. If I seriously shared these rcser\•ations I W.Q~ld not be going, but I certainly 
understand the historical reasons !or them and, especially. the anxiety o£ 
Americans whose ancestral homelands, families and friends have been and 
still are profoundly affected by East-\'/est :{>olitical deveh.pments in Europe. 

I would emphasize that the docum.ent I will sign is neither a treaty nor is it 
legally binding on an}' participating State. The Helsinki documents invo~ve 
political and moral comtnitnlents aimed ·at lessening tensions and opening 
!lu-ther the lines o! comtnunication between the peoples o£ East and 'Yest • 

• 
• (MORE) ... .. 
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Jl is llw policy o! the United States. and ~t has been nly policy ever since I 
c~nlt~a·Nf public life. lo support the as pi rations !or !reed om and m1tional in­
.dt•t>t•mlc~n<.~(~ o! the peoples of Eastern Europe--with whom we have closo tit:s 
of cullure and blood--by every proper and peaceful 1neans. I believe the 

· outcome of this European Security Conference will be a step--how long a 
step ren1ains to be tested--in that direction. 1 hope 1ny visits to Poland, 
Romani<.\ and Yugoslavia will again demonstrate our continuing friendship 
and interest in the welfare and p1•ogress of the fine people of Eastern Europe. 

To keep the Helsinki Conference in perspective, we must remember that it 
is not simply another summit between the superpowers. On the contrary, 
it is primarily a political dialogue among the Europeans, East, Vl'est, 
and neutral, vti.th primary emphasis on European relationships rather than 
global differences. The United States has taken part, along with Canada, 
to maintain the solidarity of the Atlantic Alliance and because ou1· absence· 

·would have caused a serious imbalance for the West. 

· 'Ve have acted in concert with our free and democratic partne1·s to preserve 
our interests in Berlin and Germany, and have obtained the public commitment 
o! the Warsaw Pact go\~ernments to the possibility of peaceful adjustment of 
frontiers--a majo1· concession which runs quite contrary to the allegation 
that present borders are being perm.anently frozen. 

The Warsaw Pact nations met important Vlestera' p1·econditions--the Berlin 
Agreement of 1971, the force reduction talks now undc1·way in Vienna- -be£o1·e 
our ag!eement to go to Helsinki. 

Specifically addressing the understandable concern about the eflect of the 
Helsinki declarations on the Baltic nations, 1 can assure you as one who 
bas long been interested in this question that the United States has never 
recognized the Soviet incorporation of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia and 
is not doing so now. Our official policy: of non-recognition is not affected 
by the results o£ the European Security Conference. 

There is included in the declaration o£ principles on territorial integl'ity the 
provision that no occupation or acquisition of territory in violation o! inter­
national law will be recognized as legal. This is not to raise the hope that 
there will be any immediate change in the 1nap oi Europe, but the United 
States has not abandoned and will not compro1nise this long-standing 
principle. 

' . 
• (MORE) 
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The question has been asked: 'Vhat have we- given up in these negotiations 
a·nd what have we obtained in return !rom the other side? I have studied the 
nC~Aolialions and decla1·ations carefully and will discuss them even more 
inlen:iely with other leaders in Helsinki. In my judgment, the United States 

' ... 

and the open countries of lhc West already practice what the Helsinl<i accords 
preach, and have no intention of doing what they prohibit -- such as using 
Ioree or restricting freedoms. We are not committing ourselves to anything 
beyond what we arc already committed to by our own rnoral and legal standards 
and by more fortnal treaty agreements such as the United Nations Charter and 
~eclaration o! Human Rights. 

We are getting a public commitment by the leaders of the mor·e -closed and 
controlled countries to a greater measure of freedom and movement for indi­
viduals, information and ideas than has existed there in the past, and estab­
lishing a }'ardstick by which the world can measure how well they live up to 
these stated intentions. It is a step in the direction o! a greater degree or 
European community, of expanding East West contacts,of n1.ore normal and 
healthier relations in an ar·ea where we have the closest historic ties. .Surely 
this is the best interest of the United S~at es and of peace in the world. 

i think we are all agreed that our world.cannot be changed for the better by 
w~r; that in the thermonuclear age our primary task is to reduce the danger 
of unprecedented destruction •. This we arc doing through continuing Strategic 
Arms Limitations talks with the Soviet Union and the talks on h-iutual and 
Balanced ForceR er!nctions in Europe. This European Security Conference in 
Helsinki, while it contains ~orne military understandings Sllch. as advance 
notice o! maneuvers, should not be confused with either the SALT or l ... 1BFR 
negotiations. The Helsinki sum1nit is linked with our overall policy· of working 
to redtl'cc East-West tensions and pu1·s~iilg peace, but it is a much lUO).'e gene1·a1· 
and l'llodest under~akiug. 

Its success or failure depends not alone on the United States and the Soviet 
Union but primarily upon its 33 Eu1·opean signatories, East, West and Neutral. 
The fact tlu'lt each. of them, large and small. ·can have their voices heard is 
itself a good sign. The !act tla t these very different governments can agree, 
even on paper, to such principles as gr<nte1· hu1nan contacts and exchang·es, 
improved conditions for journaHsts, reunification of families and international 
marriages, a freer flow of information and publications, and increased tourism 
and travel, seems to me a developn"lent well worthy of pos itive and public 
encouragement by the United States. If it all !ails, Europe will be no worse 
of! than it is now. 1£ even a part oi it succeeds, tbe lot of the people in Easter:n 
Europe will be that much better, and the cause o! freedom will advan.ce at least 

that far. 

• • 

• 
(MORE) ... 
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. 
. J 1aw an editorial the other day entitled: "Jerry, Don't Go." 

But I wot1ld rather read that than headlines all over Europe saying: "United 
Slates Boycotts Peace Hopes". 

So I am going, and I hope your support goes with me • 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
OF 

OCTOBER 12, 1976 

AMERICAN LEADERS OF EAST EUROPEAN ANCESTRY 

10:~7 A.M. EDT 

MR. NESSEN: The meeting has just broken up and 
the lecciers of the ethnic groups will be down to speak to 
you. They are on their way right now. 

The President read to them a statement at the 
beginning· of the meeting which we have put into writing and 
will hand out immediately after this meeting. There was 
applause at the end of the Preaident's remarks and then the 
ethnic leaders made statements and asked some questions. They 
will describe to you further the meeting. 

Q How can we ask questions if we don't know what 
the President said? 

MR. NESSEN: Would you like to have the statement 
handed out first? 

Q Yes. 

MR. NESSEN: We can do that. 

Q Were all of these people pro Ford? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't think so but you can ask them 
yourselves.. 

Q Youtold us the President would make a statement. 

MR. NESSEN: There was a misunderstanding on my part 
about whether the ~~esident would read the statement or dis­
tribute the statement. It was a mistake on my part. The 
President has four stacks of bills that he is trying to get 
through before he leaves, which is in less than 30 minutes, 

~ and that is where he is. 

Q How long was the meeting? 

MR. NESSEN: The meeting was approximately ~5 minutes. 

I am going to let the leaders come up and introduce 
themselves and begin to answer your questions and I will hand 
the ~esident's statement out so you will have it with you in 
order to ask questions. 



-. 2 -

MR. MAZEWSKI: I am President of the Polish American 
Congress which is a national organization. I did attend the 
session this morning. I am very much satisfied with the 
statement that the President has spoken. As a matter of fact 
he has reiterated his position on the acknowledgement on the 
freedom and independence of Poland as well as the self-determination 
of these European countries. He has clarified the position more 
fully. Not only that, he has admitted that he made a mistake. 
The statement was not accurate at all, and that --

Q He acknowledged he made a mistake? 

MR. MAZEWSKI: Definitely he made a mistake. It was 
an error. It was never his true feeling and as a matter of 
fact we have checked his Captive Nations Proclamation. As 
a matter of fact the speech that he delivered at the Polish 
American Congress in Philadelphia on September 2~ will definitely 
make anyone reading that, and hearing the statements, will 
know it must have been an·error because he couldn't have 
changed his position of long standing in the last 30 years •. 
Therefore I enjoyed hearing that and I am sure that our 
community will accept it as stated. 

There will be a determination that will be made by . 
any member of my community but for myse.lf I am. very much 
satisfied. 

Q Do you think he will have the Polish ethnic vote? 

MR. MAZEWSKI: There is no one that can guaran-tee 
anybody's vote. We have problems in guaranteeing our wife's 
vote, and our wife has a problem guaranteeing a husband's vote. 
But I am sure that the community is knowledgeable and that 
they will weigh the statement the way it should be. 

Q I gather from your statement about the abortion 
issue that was reported in the newspa»er the other day that 
you yourself personally opposed Mr.Carter because of the abor­
tion issue. Was that correct? 

MR. MAZ"EWSKI: Where you received that information 
I don't know. My name. is Mayewski and I never made a state­
ment on the abortion issue. 
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Q I am sorry about that. 

MR. MAZEWSKI: And it was not made. 

Q Are you pro Ford? 

MR. MAZEWSl<I: I am pro every American and in this 
case I have not committed myself to either candidate. I am 
president of a national organizatian and I don't want to 
influence my organization either way because they have the 
intelligence to decide on their own after hearing the facts. 

Q But you have your own personal views, don't you? 

MR. MAZEWSKI: I have my personal views. I have 
made a dec~sion which I will disclose in the secrecy of the 
booth in November. 

Q Were you wearing one of those Ford buttons? 

MR. MAZEWsl<I: I was not, absolutely not. I don't 
wear·anybody's button. 

Q Is there such a think as an ethnic vote? Why 
are we all here? 

MR. MAZEWSl<I: I w.c»ild say that it is a misnomer. 
We are all Americans and we speak about Americans and we 
speak about Americans_.of- different ethnic background, and I 
happen to be of a Polish background. I am an American of 
Polish heritage. 

MORE 
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MR. NESSEN: I think some of the other leaders have 
brief statements they might like to make, and then we can 
go to questions, okay? 

MR. PASZTOR: My name is Laszlo Pasztor. I am 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the American Hungarian 
Federation. I came here not because I wasn't convinced of 
President Ford's stand on these very important issues as 
far as Eastern Europe is concerned. 

I have known President Ford when he was a 
Congressman and I admire him for his stand on the cause 
of freedom and liberty for all nations. He always emphasized 
that he doesn't make any difference as far as freedom and 
basic human rights are concerned, whether they are Eastern 
Europeans or from other nations. 

I think that I was surprised that ~.r. Carter 
wasn't aware of President Ford's statements in this area. 
I was very surprised that he made an is·sue of it and I 
think in the order of the fact that the President mentioned, 
as Mr. Mazewski said, that he made an inaccurate statement 
showing what a great President we have and what a human being 
he is. 

I think, you know, that he can still speak with 
public opinion as far as the ethnic Americans are concerned. 
I think that the President's statements and his recent 
statement that he gave to us today, will clarify everything 
with some people who don't know him as well as some of 
us do, and that continue to support him as they did in the 
past. 

Q Why did it take him so long to admit his mistake? 

MR. PASZTOR: In my opinion, it was a slip of the 
tongue, and I think, right the next day, he made ,.. in a 
positive way, a restating of his position. Even if you 
check his speech, right after that he made that statement, 
that Eastern Europe is not under -- I believe he said 
Soviet domination -- immediately, he stated that he will 
never concede the domination of Eastern Europe. 
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That was such an obvious correction, even in his 
statement that !,personally knowing him, didn't even catch 
the mistake in the first place. I have to admit that. 

Q Did he say to you today that he made a 
mistake? How did he express it? 

MR. PASZTOR: "I did not express myself clearly." 
I believe those were his words, and it is in his written 
statement. I believe you have that and you will have it in 
your hands, but he had the courage to say he didn't express 
himself clearly. I1hink that he showed to us that he is 
not ashamed to·· admit it if he didn't use the right 
expression. 

Q You are now favoring President Ford? 

MR. PASZTOR: I am working for him and I am going 
to continue to work for him. 

Q Are you wearing a button this morning? 

MR. PASZTOR: No, because I am a Hungarian and 
that was a Romanian button. 

MR. PLEER: My name is Ilmar Pleer, President 
of the Estonian National Council. I am very much satisfied 
with the President's statement this morning regarding the . 
situation in Eastern Europe and his slip of the tongue. 
He rectified his statement. We are very much satisfied 
with it. 

He, himself, again mentioned that he will 
never recognize the overthrow of the Baltis States 
and the occupation by the Soviet Union, as he has done 
prior to the Helsinki Conference, and afterwards in 
statements to the Estonian and Baltic people. I will 
be very confident with the statement at this point, and I 
believe that th@ Estonian people will follow him and 
certainly . support Mr·.. Ford for the Presidency. 

MR. NESSEN: Let me put one thing in perspective 
before we go on, and that is as to who you are supporting, 
and so forth. 
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One of the leaders at the meeting, and maybe he 
will identify himself, pointed out that last week, when 
there was a rash of complaining public statements about 
the President's remarks in the debate, that many of those, 
or most' of them in fact, were elected Democratic officials 
in various areas of the country. Maybe one of the leaders 
will want to talk abou:t that because . it was·: mentioned to the 
President this morning. 

MR. BOBELIS: I am Dr. Bobelis, National President 
of the Lithuanian American Council. I was very pleased with 
the President's statement. However, I do have some reser­
vations about our foreign policy as conducted by Secretary 
Kissinger. · 

Q What are the reservations? 

MR. BOBELIS: He has never expressed himself 
in behalf of Eastern European count-ries. He made many 
statements announcing human rights violations in South 
Africa, Rhodesia and Chile, but at no time, has he ever 
made any statement announcing any human rights violations, 
which are much more severe in Eastern European count-ries. 

MORE 
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MR. KIPEL: My name is Vitaut Kipel, representing 
the Byelorussian American Association of the United States. 
We are very pleased with the statement made by the President 
this morning and I must tell you that we as Russian Americans 
never considered as serious what happened last week in the 
debate. We considered that it was a mistake. However, we 
are very much disturbed that nobody from the press picked 
up that Jimmy Carter did not know that there were two radio 
stations broadcasting in the Soviet Union when he said 
Voice of Radio Free Europe, and then he stopped and he didn't 
know that the other station was Radio Liberty. 

MR. LEJINS: My name is Adolfs Lejins, President 
of American Latvian Association of the United States. Now, 
we have a bipartisan organization. However, some of our 
groups had worked with President Ford for some 20 years and 
know him very well. However his statement last week did raise 
some questiona and I hope President·Ford's statement as 
distributed this morning will clarify some of those issues. 

The Latvians, of course, are bipartisan and at 
least I hope that those who supported Mr. Ford in the past 
will also support him now. 

MR. GECYS: My name is Stanley Gecys. I am 
National President of the Lithuanian American Community of 
the United States. As far as I personally am concerned, the 
President did admit his mistake and the case is closed. I 
think we should look towards the statement with the same 
eyes as the press looked toward Jimmy Carter's ethnic purity 
statement. 

In a way I think it is fortunate that Eastern Europe 
was able to receive all of this attention from the press. We 
have felt that !astern Europe had been forgotten· and that 
primarily our concerns were directed to Africa, South America 
and Asia. 

I just would like to point out that the Baltic fi ·:.. . . .· .. : 
States which are enslaved by the Soviet Union are strong ~ ~ , 
and the people are fighting the Soviet regime, and I also '- .;_;/' 
hope that one of these days the Baltic States will be free. ~---~ 

I realize that President Ford is our friend. His 
record of 30 years in public office does show him to be the 
friend of captive nations, and therefore there are some things 
that all of us should forgive as one minute error in judgment. 

" 
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MR. MEYER: My name is George Meyer. I am a 
representative of the Congress of Russian Americans. I 
have to confess to you that our ~00,000 Americans of 
Russian descent, as all other of the voters in our country 
here, are for a solution. We have three ways to participate 
and to vote -- to support Governor Carter, to support 
P-resident Ford, ox- to abstain. 

I have to confess to you the mood of this group 
of American citizens is that they are very much afx-aid of 
Governox- Carter, just as we were afraid of Senator McGovern. 
The problem is, is Governox- Carte%' conservative or liberal? 
He has not cleared that up,.up to now. 

There are several facts which show that M%'. Carter, 
in this house, we believe, is the incarnation of Senatox­
McGovern. He chose as Vice President Senator Mondale 
and the recox-d of the Senator shows that Senator Hondale, 
by his votes in the Senate, is standing to the left of 
Senator McGovern. 

Governox- Carte%' has chosen, during the primaries, 
as his speechw-riter the same pex-son who had written the 
speeches fox- McGovern during the old campaign. · Governor 
Carte%' has chosen as his counsel fox- fox-eign policy 
Averell Harriman and Dewey Rashin, and all of the people 
from Middle Europe vex-y well know what advice these 
advisex-s gave and what advice Mr. Harriman and Mr. Hawkins 
gave to the late P-resident Roosevelt. We cannot fox-get it. 

The last thing we would like to bring to your 
attention is a speech which Governor Carter delivered three 
weeks ago in Penn Station, when he started his trip to 
Pittsburg. Have you noticed who stood at the side of 
Governox- Carte%' when he delivex-ed his speech? It was not 
Mr. Moynihan, who recently was nominated by the Democratic 
Party of the State of New York. It was Mrs. Bella Abzug, 
who was beaten by Mr. Moynihan. She was smiling and showing 
signs of victory. 

This choice of Mr. Carter shows very clearly for 
us toward which part of the Democratis Party he is 
inclined. 
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MR. SEFFER: I am Dr. Uros Seffer, President of 
the Serbian National Committee, representing 26 Serbian 
organizations in the United States, Canada and the free world. 

We know President Ford's record since coming to 
Congress. We consider him a very strong leader. We are 
very satisfied with his explanation today. We trust him 
and most of us will vote for him because we believe that he 
deserves to be President of the United States for the next 
term. 

MR. MEDWED: Good morning. My name is Nick Medwed 
and I am West Coast Representative for the Ukranian Congress 
Committee of America. We are the eyes and ears of President 
Ford in our respective heritage communities. There=ore we 
were asked to come here because there was a feeling of urgency, 
particularly because it affected partially and to a great 
extent the American foreign policy towards the peoples that 
we as citizens are representing as the various ethnic heritage 

·' communi ties • 

We came here today and are leaving greatly satisfied 
with the acknowledgement by President Ford that a mistake was 
made, and I am sure it is in the published statements being 
released· to you, and we are going back with other statements 
that will be presented in the paper from now to November 2, 
and we want to thank you expressly, each of you, for giving 
us these front page headlines, and we need it very badly. 
Thank you very much. 

MR. ABRAHAMIAN: I am Dr. HI'atch Abrahamian, I am 
National President of the Armenian National Committee. I am 
froiQ. Eastern Europe and working for President Ford, and I 
don't know yet how my people are going to vote, but I' was quite 
comfortable after the meeting today when the President restated 
or reconfirmed his previous statements when he was a Congressman 
about all of the people who were deprived of independence, 
freedom and self determination. He clearly reaffirmed all of 
the statements and I am vl!ry glad for that. At this time I 
don't have any reason to nave doubt about his sincerity. 

MR. SABAN: My name is Joseph Saban, National 
President of the Croatian Catholic Union of the Unites States 
of America. President Ford has convinced me this morning with 
his statement that he is for all people that are striving for 
their independence in their own countries, regardless of where 
they might be. Thank you very much. 
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MR. KIJ: I am Daniel Kij from Buffalo. I am 
a national officer of the Polish American Congress.· I, 
like many of the others, was neither born in Eastern Europe 
nor were my parents who were born in Western New York. 
However, I feel what the President did today was clarify 
the record. There was little doubt in the minds of the 
ethnics in Western New York,and in the area served by our 
organization, that he really meant what he said, or as 
it sounded as it came over the television screen. Today, 
the President wanted to set the record straight and I 
think he did that. 

I don't believe there was any doubt in the minds 
of those except Democratic Party leaders. I was the one 
alluded to earlier and I did state to the President that 
in Buffalo, this past. Sunday when Betty Ford was the guest 
of honor at our annual Pulaski Day Parade, at which she 
was present, and also Senator Mondale, the feeling was 
neither pro-Ford nor pro-Carter. Both equally received 
the attention of the great Polish American community in our 
area. 

I think that the President's statement mav have 
caused a temporary slowdown in the ethnic inroads he was 
making, but I feel that the record that he set straigh~ 
today is going to put him back on the track and people will 
not stop and be turned off simply because of something that 
he said during the debate. 

Q Before you get off the stand, Mr. Kij, you 
are identified here on the list put out by the White House 
as being with the Polish Union of America. 

MR. KIJ: The Polish Union of America is a 
fraternal benefit society founded in 1890 in Buffalo. I 
am the president of that organization,and is part of the 
Polish American Congress, which is the umbrella 
organization representing approximately 12 million 
Americans of Polish descent. 

Q Which one do you prefer to be identified with? 
That is all I am asking. 

MR. KIJ: It is immaterial. 
•.'• 
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Q Can you tell us how the meeting was organized? 
Were you earlier here in the week or last week for organiza­
tional punposes? 

MR. KIJ: No, I was here in September at which time 
the Pulaski Day Proclamation, yesterday, was designated by 
the President on the anniversary of the American Revolutionary 
War heroes'· death. This was done in September and at that 
time a member of the Polish American Congress was presented to 
the President bringing up several of the items that he covered, 
and at that time we were very well pleased with his answers 
to questions about the Sonnenfeldt Doctrine which were put to 
rest for the last time. 

This is why just a bit of confusion. erupted when the 
President said those words during the debate. I' don't think 
that those of us who were here from throughout. the country, 
there were only a dozen of us , I don't think we really felt 
there was a change in the United States or Administration policy, 
but we did want to have this matter clarified, and I fully 
believe that everyone that was here today was satisfied 
with his explanation that he misspoke. And I believe the 
actual words that he used are right in the prepared text. 

We all knew this. I was notified yesterday there 
might be a meeting of people from the Eastern European nations , 
that is representatives of'groups from that area. 

Q Was Mr. Osajda there from the Polish Croatian 
Roman Catholic Union? 

MR. KIJ: Mr. Osaj da was not present here today. He 
is from Chicago. 

MR. ROBERTS : The President is about to depart from 
the South Ground and those who wish to photograph or witness 
the departure should assemble up here at this time. 

MRS. F ALTUS : I just want to make a short s'Uatement. 
I am representing the Czechoslovak National Council of America 
and my name is Anna Faltus. The President admitted that he 
made a mistake in the debate and his statement that he released 
today should clarify the issue, and we are all convinced that 
President Ford's record in Congress speaks for itself. 

II 
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Can anyone tell us how this meeting was 
Who called whom? 

MR. MEDWED: There was a telephone call made from 
the White House in regards to the statement because of the 
numerou.s· telegrams and letters and phone calls , and we were 
bombarded in our local communities, and we in turn passed 
on to the White House the urgency of such a meeting. · It was 
agreed by Mr. Ford to have this meeting this morning and 
some of us have traveled half of the night and eal'ly morning 
to be here in order to be present, those who were able to be 
available. 

Q Did you travel at your own expense? 

MR. MEDWED: We traveled at our own expense, that 
is right. 

Q When did this start? 

MR. MEDWED: I would imagine sometime yesterday 
afternoon. I was reached at lf.:OO in the afternoon and made a 
plane right away. 

THE PRESS : Thank you. 

END (AT 11:15 A.M. EDT) 
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