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&he New PYork Eimes

WASHINGTON BUREAU
1920 L STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
(202) 293-3100

Sept. 5
Dear Ron:
I want to tell you that I am all admiration for your
plunge into Ephesians this morning. It not only shut up
Les Kinsolving--no small miracle by itself--but also was a
step toward restoring literacy to the Executive Branch. Keep
it up.

Cheers,

e -



PARADE Parade Publications, Inc. + 213-653-2073
140 N. Hamilton Drive
LLOYD SHEARER Beverly Hills, Calif. 90211
Editor-at-Large

November § 1974

Dear Ron,

A fast note to thank you for your kindness and time
at the CBEntury Plaza last week.

It was generous of you to take time out to address the
Ladies Auxiliary on the subject, "Should Lesbians Be Allowed
To Play Professional Football?" The response, as you'll
recall, was magnificent.

Pursuant to our agreement, no mention will be made of
your affairs with Marilyn Monroe, Betty Grable, Rita
Hgyworth, Nora Clappworthy, and the late Marie Dressler.

In all seriousness, thank you.

Much love to Connie and the gang, and allthebest

to you.

R



























444 MADISON AVENUE - NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 ‘\
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Elizabeth Peer
General Editor
(212) 350-2000
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Newsweek
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Press Secretary
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May 9, 1975

Dear Gary:

‘ i .
Congratulations on winking the Pulitzer
Prize for Editorial Cartooning. ‘

Your cartoons -- and that really 15 not
an adequate word for what you do -- have

given a whole new meaning to this historic

form of political comment.

One of my proudest possessions in my
office is three original Trudean cartoons
about my White House press briefings
given to me at Christmas by my staff.

The President joins me in sending you
congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary

7$ to the Presidant
Mr, Garv .Trudean
DOONESBURY I

85 Olive Street
Neg’ﬁaven, Connecticut 045511
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 9, 1975

Dear Mr. Mullen:

Congratulations on winning the Pulitzer
Prize for International Reporting.

Your series of articles on famine in
Africa and India was in the highest
journalistic tradition of reminding
Americans of problems elsewhere in the
world with which we should be deeply

concerned.

The President joins me in sending you
congratulations and best wishes.

Mr. William llen
THEXCHICAGO TRIBUNE

Sincerly,
..... -‘/—/ . -
- TN /./ ,‘/ .
g “~ S {//';-’/_/ 'k//\\“
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Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President
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May 9,i1975

pear Mr. Cartex:

Congratulations on winning the Pulitzer .
prize for International Reporting.

Your photoqgaphs of famine in Africa and

India were in the highest journalistic =

tradition of reminding'Amaricansvof»problems

AL

NESSEY, RONALD:Be /L

elsewhare in the world with which we should .

be deeply concerned.

The President joins me in sending you
cpngratulations and best wishes. o
Sincerely,
Ron lessen
Press Secretary
to the President
>
Mr. Ovia Caxter
THE ICAGO TRIBUNE
435/N. Michigan Avenud
Chicago, Illinois 60611
RN/ppP
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May 9, 1975

Dear Mr. Steele:

Congratulations on receiving the Pulitzerx
Prize for National Reporting. :

This was certainly a well deserved honor
for your series off the Internal Revenue
Service, which was done in the highest
+radition of responsible journalism.

The Presideant joins me in sending you
congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron lessen
Press Secretary
to the Praesident

e e

Mr. James B.f§teale

_x PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

400 N. Broad Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101
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May 12, 1975 o

Dear Mr. Connor:

Congratulations on winning the Pulitzer R
Prize for Special Investigative Local
Reporting. _

Your series on local police corruption
and law enforcement was in the highest
tradition of responsible investigative
reporting. '

The President joins me in sending
congratulations and best wishes to you
and the members of your reporting team.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

A

o
Mr. Lawrence S. Connor
City Editor
THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR
307 North Pennsylvania Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana - J16205
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May 12, 19758

Dear Mr, Maurice:

Congrﬁtulations on winning the Pulitzer
Prize on Editorial Writing. ,

Your editorials on the textbook controversy
ware in the great tradition of using the

editorial page to calm emotional cormunity
concerns. :

The President joins me in sending you .
congratulationa and best wishes. .. . -

Sincarely,

Ron Hessen
Presa Secra
to the President

Mr. John Daniell Maurice
Editor T
CHARLESTON DAILY MAIL

1001 Virginia Street, Bast
Charleston, West Virginia 25330
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May 12,

Dear HMr. Gay:

Congratulations on winning the pulitzer
prize for Spot News Photograph¥. . . .

With pavid Kennerly at the White House —~~~ 7~

and youxr winning the Pulitzer,

that the Pacific Northwest has a monopoly - - -

on great photographers!

wha President joins me in sending you

S UGS s
NESSEN_SRONALD . BJ /7

1975

it seems

congratnlatims and best wishes.

Sincerxely,

Ron lNessan
Press Secretary
to the President

4
Mr. Gerald H. $5aY
T‘na‘/ caattle Times

Seattle, Washington 98111

RN/pPP







Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the
President

The White House
Washington, D.C.
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Dear Mary:

I have the feeling that the party at the -
STAR had been going on too long for you
to remember my phone call the other day .
so let me repeat it in writing.

My congratulations for winning the Pulitzer

Prize for Commentary. Even though I don’t

always agree with your conclusions, I don't
know of anyone who writes as movingly and
with as much conviction as you.

The President joins me in sending you
congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron Hessen
Press Secretary
+o the President

3*.

X _
Miss Mary MoGroxy.
THE*WASHINGTON STAR
225 Virginia Avenue, SBE
Washington, D.C. 20061
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NBC NEWS

A DIVISION OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC,
Piazza del Collegio Romano, 1/a - Rome, Italy

Tel. 686.741

DAVID K. TEITELBAUM

Director operations

Mediterranean area June 5 [ 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen,
Press Secretary,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dea,. Ron:

As expected, I was tied up at RAI during
the President's brief visit here and could not
get free for the glass of vino you mentioned.

My wife and two of my three sons were at
the Oratorio of St. Peter but you were too far
away for them to deliver a note of apology that
I had written.

But, hopefully, we will be coming home in
a year and then, in Washington or New York perhaps,
we can meke amends.

From the President's standpoint, the trip
seems to have been a huge success.,

And it appears that our spot on the visit
to Rome was the best because we had two camera
crews at the helicopter pad, CBS one and ABC none.
And that was the one place that we got away from
the ceremonies and saw the real Gerald Ford.

Regards,

ﬁgé?gegébTeitelbaum
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THE WHITE HOUSE M_)

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1975

Dear Bob:

I was thinking of those o0ld days covering the civil
rights marches in the South and sitting around bars
drinking and listening to the juke box half the night.
On occasion I wish I were still doing that. It was a
simpler world than I live in now.

When the President wants a liaison man with the South
he doesn't often call on me! I was glad to hear from
you and let's keep in touch. In fact, let's have a
drink some time in a bar with shit-kicker music on the
juke box.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
_ Press Secretary
» - to the President

Mr. Robert Lissit

ABC

1124 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
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American Broadcarling Company 1124 Connecticut Avenue NW  Washington, D.C. 20036  Telephone 202 393-7700

June 4, 1975

Ronald Nessen

White House Press Secretary
1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Washington, 2.C.

Dear Ron,

When I see your picture in newspapers and magazines,
and on television, it never fails to bring to mind
a scene I feel takes place on muggy, fly-buzzing
evenings in the little town of Cordele, Georgia,

There's a good ol!' country boy, sitting around
sipping a beer, looking at the picture and saying,
"Ah swear ah know that fella, ain't he the one ah
wanted to take out back and punch out one night
coupla years back when we were all sittin' around
the topless juke box at the Holiday Inn?"

And a few miles up the road, at 'madilla, there's
a young black boy who sees the same picture and
remembers bringing a chair out of the family shack
to let the Man from the East sit out in the dusty
road rather than just shuffling around in the heat
while waiting for mama to get home,

My question, sir, is this: Do you think you have
somehow managed to bring zovernment closer to those
folks in Georcia by allowing them to feel they have
been close to someone way up there?

Anyway, that's what I think of, and I think it's
a 7un kind »f speculation,

Keep up the cood work.

<r2§%§4%’//’ S

Robert Lissit
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Ronald Nessen

Press Secretary

The White llouse

1600 Pennsylvania .ive,

Washington, D.C. )



American Broadcasting Company 1124 Connecticut Avenue NW ~ Washington, D.C. 20036



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1975

Dear Ben:

When I took this job, I made a rule never to write a letter complaining
about interpretation or opinion expressed in a story or editorial. How-
ever, I feel it is fair for me to raise a question about factual errors.

Last Saturday afternoon I received a call from the Los Angeles Times
Washington Bureau for reaction to a George MacArthur story quoting
sources as saying there had been heavy bombing raids in South Vietnam
on the day of the final American evacuation.

I checked this out thoroughly and convinced myself it was not true and

gave a very categorical denial to the caller from the Los Angeles Times.

I also made the point that I felt it would be unfortunate if George MacArthur's
story ran with the denial merely inserted in the story, thus leaving it to

the reader to chose what to believe. I suggested to the caller that the

story be checked out again, in light of the flat White House denial to make
sure George MacArthur's source was credible.

Nevertheless, both the L..A, Times and the Washington Post, and perhaps
other papers, ran the story with the White House denial inserted. The
reader was therefore given a choice of whom to believe -- George Mac-
Arthur's source, or the White House.

My view is that an editor should take on some or all of that responsibility
himself to make the choice. It bothers me that at least two very respon-
sible newspapers did not attempt to evaluate the credibility of George
MacArthur's source following the White House denial, and perhaps decide
not to run the story at all.

I have checked out the incident further since publication of your story. I
find that at the time of the Saigon evacuation the White House told both the
press and Congress that one tactical fighter plane strike (2 planes) was
..made against one anti-aircraft position which endangered the helicopter
evacuation. I am convinced after talking directly to-the President and
other high White House officials that that is the only air strike made in
Vietnam that day.



It seems to me that your readers are left with the impression that
your newspaper believes there were heavy secret air raids throughout
.. Vietnam that day despite the White House denial.

Sincerely,

on Néssen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Benjamin C. Bradlee
Executive Editor
Washington Post

1150 15th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005









@he Washington Post

1150 IST™H STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20071

{(202)223-6000

June 26, 1975

Dear Sir:

I warmly appreciate your kind message of
congratulation, which has given me a great
deal of pleasure,

Sincerely yours,

Nttt 3o,

Matthew Lewis

The Honorable
Ron Nessen

The white House
Washington, D.C.

oy gmet



1150 15TH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20071 \

The Honorable
Ron Nessen

The White House
wWashingtan, D.C.
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May 9, 1973
' Dear HMatt:
L, Congratulations on winning the Pulitzer -
: Prize for feature photography. - | L
: Those of us who live in Washingion are T
fortunate to be able to view your . R
regular photos in POTOMAC. _ N ( ;
The Pregsident joins me in sending you R
congr:tulations and best wishes. )
Ron Nessen
Press Secre
to the President
Mr. Matthew Lewis
JASHINGTON PosT
1150 15th Street, N.¥.
Washington, D.C. 20071
[0
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INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONL:E F

Mr. Mark Landsman | Jan. 15, 1974,

10 DATE

o Jack Smith SUBJECT

Once acsin we have asked for Washington staff coverage of a major
news story end failed to get it, This 1s the second such instance within
a week. In each case, the reporter involved was Nessen. {| | |
_— ] CORTEREEERER ¢ 6
I have not yet had an explanation of the failure last week on
the 10th anniversary of the surgeon general's report on cigaret
smoking., I asked for a film story during the morning cocnference
call, Van Kardisch transmitted the order to Chrissy Basham, Basham's
reply was somwething like, "we'll try." She noted that the piece hed
i ‘been "scheduled" for NN the next dey, When asked who had done the
b scheduling, she could not reply. Washington had begun shooting the
story several days earlier., Yet, that night, the Weshington desk told
us that &ll that wes availsble was a talking head. About 200 feet
of the telking head was shipped , without cutsways. The telexed
filr rundown from Washington that night said 800 feet was availeble.
When questioned sbcut this, the Washington desk insisted that
only 200 feet was in fact there, Yet, the next day, NN carried 3:30--
and ¢ film story. We had specifically asked for a Nessen narration,

Yesterday, Bernie Brown asked for coverage of the Agnew story.
There wes very little film, for understandatle reasons, 3ut, as you
know, there sre enough angles here for a book, and it would be
amezing if more than one book were not alreedy in the works,

Yet, on this msjor news event, we again drew a totel blenk,

When your inquiries are completed, we would sppreciate knowing
whet happened in each instance.

cc Messrs Schulberg Farinet Sinsel Brown

RECEIVED
JAN 15 1974
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INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

‘0 Jack Smith paTE Jhngary'ls. 1974

FROM Mark Landsman SUBJECT

I have in hand one of your many letters of complaint about
the News Gathering System. I do-not share your lust for typing
notes, se in the future I would hope you'll direct your criticisms
to me and I will direct my answers to you face to face.

\

~ Before I respond to your most recent note: (January 15th)
I want to point out to you, and I think it's necessary, that our
news operation has provided the Today Show more stories and
more offerings than had been the case six months ago. We not only
service news side, wvhich is your area of concern, but show side as
well. I have yet to receive a note from you crediting us with
doing something right and surely we do some things right. As a
matter of fact, you are much more critical than others associated
with Today and while we are open to suggestions and deserve criticism
on occasion it would be welcome to have a day or two pass without
a Jack Smith memo copied to Messrs. Schulberg, Farinet, Sinsel,
and Brown. Perhaps, you operate under the assumption that the
more notes your bosses see you write, the more valuable member you
become to them and the unit. I hope you're right, I think you're
wrong.

Now, to the issues at hand. On our afternoon conference call
last Thursday, which Bernie Brown attended, I asked for a Nessen
smoking spot for Friday's Today Show. Since the anniversary of the
government report was Friday I considered it a spot news item
though, as I recall, the idea originated with Nightly News.

Bernie Brown discussed the matter in later phone calls to washington
but I was gone by then and so cannot give you a verbatim of those
conversations. I am sure Brown pursued the matter with vigor and
"through a misunderstanding, probably on wWashington's part, only

some sound film was shipped to New York.

cont'd.../
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page two _ ',’.

" Actually, last Thursday, Nessen was busy all day working
another story which appeared on Nightly News but earlier in the
week had begun to pull some film for the smoking report. So
by Thursday it was partially edited, some shots had been pulled
but not spliced. Washington should have told that to Bernie and
suggested a spot be prepared and fed from there Friday morning.
They were wrong for failing to give that advice. I think a
mistake was made at this end for not asking all the right questions,
again I think I'm not sure. In any event that, to the best of
my knowledge is why you wound up with sound bites Friday.

.Again yesterday on our afternoon conference call, which
Bernie Brown attended, I asked for a new Nessen standupper on
Agnew. After that confusion sets in but I understand Washington
mistakenly shipped the short Agnew tape of him leaving his office
instead of keeping it there and marrying it to a Nessen in studio
report. After a number of conversations Bernie apparently frustrated
accepted the proposition that the story couldn't be advance beyond
the NN report from Monday night. He was wrong for settling, the
washington desk was wrong for not suggesting the alternatives.

I had Bernie come into my office today and in his presence
I discussed both matters with Christie Basham. She in turn tried
to reconstruct what happened and called me back. Christie has
asked her desk editors to consider more alternatives in late
afternoon and evening dealings with Today.

‘Consider the possibility that we all make mistakes. Consider
also the fact that Washington, as well as the rest of our news
operation has given you maximum support. Consider all that before
your next letter and feel free to discuss our failings with me '
any morning. I'm in as you know by 8:30.

d - s s -, Do ’ - e —
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Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the Presid
The White House

Washington,
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From (...:
THOMAS DeFRANK

N e T

September 9, 1975

Ron--

Quite seriously, your help on very
short notice on last week's cover story
on the President's near-miss was truly
yeoman, and | want fto thank you again
for all your trouble.

As for the choice giblets of color
and detail which didn't make tThe magazine--now
maybe you'll occasionally believe some of
those stories | tell you about what happens
to copy once it reaches New York.

At any rate, | wouldn't want you to
Think you can rest on your laurels of last
week. Just remember, the reputation of a
White House press secretary is only as good
as his last leak.

Sincerely,

P.S. Feel free to steal th€ last paragraph above
worth of wit for your book.

F



1750 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W. « WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

PERSONAL

Newsweek

MR. RON NESSEN

Do PRESS SECRETARY TO
SEe THE PRESIDENT
2 i THE WHITE HOUSE
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11 September 1975

Dear Al,

I can't believe I've let almost three months go by without answering your
letter from Indiae It is so busy, so steadily, here that the months just fly
bye I CandT believe the summer is goneo The schedule for the Fall is also crowded,
The China.trip looks like it will take place in late November or early Decembere
Then, I'm planning a Curistmas vacation. And then the campaign will starte

See how fast the time passes when you're having funi Actvuallyy I am having
fun, despite the long hours, pressures and aggrevationse I seem to be over
my difficulties with the press. I think we've gotten used to each othere I don't
want to jinx anything, but things really are going quite smoothly hereeo

Viet Nam and Cambodiaz have quickly evaporated from the public mind in
Kmerica, It's amazing how an issue which was so important for so long just
dropoed out of sighte Every now and then something brings it to mind, thoughe
The President visited a refugee camp in Arkansas recently. I4 was heartbreaking
to see %he thousands of Vietnamese ripped out of their homeland and dropped down
in the middle of a hot Army camp in America, They looked so beweilderede Bub
the Vietnamese are adaptable and I'm sure they'll adjust and YYMMMN fit in, at
least most of theme -

One CBS cameraman from V., etnam is in W,shington now, I don' know his name
but hets done oome filming here at the White H use, I don't know what's happened
to Vo Huynh or Vo Suue I heard they were coming to the U.S. and I asked NEC
to have them call me but I haven't hearde I did get a call framNghia. He got
out five months BEFORE the war was over and has opened a Vjetnamese restaurant
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, I keep hoping to get down there to see him but
so far I haven't had the time, I sense that NBC is not doing as much for its
Fietnamese refugees as the other networkse ‘

You're right - - I don'y think the President will visit India this yeare
Many Americans are quietly pleased by Mrs. Ghandi's troubles, They think it's
a fit punisiment for India's self-rightous tone over the yearse

What little personal time I have I try to spend with Cindy and Edwarde
T4's incredible how fast Edward is growing, He's at a stage now where he chatters
constantlye. I love to ME hear him talk, Of coursey he picks up every expression
From television and from conversatians he overhears, He started fo ndrasry
school twice a weeke Like all parents 1 naturally think he's extremely smarte

Cindy has finally gotten into tennise She took some lessons when we were
in Vail, Colos.y with the President for an August vacation. Now she plays almost
every day with a next-door neighbour, the daughter of a Peruvian diplomate
They are coming down to the White House this afternoon to play here, (In case
you'ye wondering how I have time to answer personal letters and play tenniss:
the PPesident is in New Hampshire today campaigning for Louis Wyman for Senator
and T volunteered Iy depuby to go on the trip while I stay horeee ) ¥

Ever since the assassination attempt in Sacramento, however, I have been
nervous about the President being out in publie and aboub not accampanying him
everywhere, What a close call it was in Sacramento, I clearly saw the gun, (T
was about 10 feet from the President, slightly behind and to the right of him,
when it‘happenedﬁ) I couldn'y believe whab I was seeing, I Belt so campletely

1ol d powerlesse Thank goodnesss there was no bullet in the chambers
%gepggigbig rgenfcrcedqmy belieée that there are an awful lot of mts walking around

in+Americg, especially in Californiae, Give our love to Alice and the baby.mnd »
i o anery. R .
B )
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Dear Scotty: g : s,
N _ g o

When I took this;job I maézfa rule never to write letters

. of complaint about news stories and columns but to write

letters of praise for those news stories and columns that

_ struck me as being especially worthwhile.

I'm writing to praise your column today on the various
Congressional 1nvestiga§ions of the intelligence community.

‘The trait I hawe admired most about your writing over the

years is its independence.. You have never run with the herd

k‘agd_today's column was a prime example ‘of this 1ndgpendence. |

: As‘farfasfl know you are the first journalist to suggesth;

in print that some of the agpects and repercussions of the
intelligence investigations”sre reminiscent of the ) ‘
Joseph McCarthy era. I,and some others in the White House,
do not think that overstates the case.

-1 certainly hope that other jokrnalists will use yoﬁr column

as a guidelight, as they have so often in the past, and
begin to examine some of the broader issues raised by the
intelligence investigations instead of concentrating on each
day's so-called revelation.

With warm regard,

Sincerely,

Ko
Ron Neseen
Press Secretary
' to the President
v :
Mr. James Reston, Vice President

+NEW YORK TIMES

1920 L Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

- RN/pp N 0CT 81975
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JAMES RESTON

&he New fHork Simes

WASHINGTON BUREAU
1920 L STREET,N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
(202) 293-3100

Octokrer 14, 1975

Dear Ron:
Thanks for your note.

I'm sure that it is a very kindly rolicy
that you've adopted-~ ignoring the bad and
praising the good. But I wonder whether it's
really helpful to be so one-sided, Occasionally,
a kick in the pants would do us no harm. The only
problem being that you'd have a hroken foot
before too long.

Mr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President
The White House
washington, D.C.



@he Washington Post

15O I8TH STREET, N. W,
. WASHINGTON, D. C. 2007l

(202) 223-6000
October 6
Tear Ron:
Tranks fer your note. I am glad
that niece made sense to you and am
grateful tc you for your generous

comrients. See you soon,

Best,

"

ave Brodar



Droder

The Washington Post

1150 15TH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20005

Mr. Ron Negssen,
The Vhite House,
Washington, D.C.
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- when I say I would have admired your views even if
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w.: 30, 1975

Dear Dave: R

© it -
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Sunday column on Presideatial travels, And I hope - -
1 have encugh credibility left that you will believe me -

they did not agree with viutmauy here attbeWhita —_—

You consistantly demonstrate a quality that iw

| exceadingly rare in the Washington press corps,

namely the ability to reach independent judgements

7 unaffected by the great herd judgements.

You demonstrated that independence again Sunday

- and my admirstion grows.

Sim:t:e_ly.

Ron Nessen
Pross Secretary to the President
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The Washington Poat -
1156 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 2007
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David S. Broder
Can Ford
Stay Home?

SAN FRANCISCO—There comes a
point when any reporter begins to
feel like a Jonah. Having been in
Dallas in November 1963: in Los An-
geles in June 1968; and in San Fran-
cisco in September 1975, the tempta
tion is strong to stay away from Presi-
dents and presidential candidates.

That is, of course, irrational. But
no more so than some of the other sug-
gestions that have been made since
Sara Jane Moore aimed her pistol at
Gerald Ford here last Monday.

Because the actions of such an ob-
scure individual has had—or narrowly
missed having—such calamitous con
sequences for the nation, sweeping
changes are ieing pressed to increase
the security of the President.

Strong gun control legislation is be-
ing advocated as it was after the
shootings of the Kennedys, of Gov.
Wallace and of Martin Luther King Jr.

So far as this reporter is concerned,
no gun law could be too strong. Con-
gress should legislate a complete ban
on the manufacture, sale and posses-
sion of weapons. It could totally

eliminate private arms, letting sports.

~men and hunters “borrow” the guns
they need for those entertainments
from government warehouses on sub-
mission of convincing proof of per-
sonal stability.

Such laws would be welcome per-
sonally, but they have no chance of
passage. And one must be skeptical

about the effectiveness of lesser
measures as a guarantee of presiden-
tial safety.

A second impractical approach is
the “roundup” method. Moore was
practically begging to be deterred from
her attack on the President and was
twice in the hands of the authorities
in the hours just hefore she took
gim, a fact that needs some explain-
ing.

There is no way to give authorities
broad enough powers of preventive
detention to pull all potential assass-
ips off the street without at the sama
time giving them virtuaily unlimited
power to harass individuals and dis
rupt movements they classify as
dangerous or subversive.
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Rather than infringe to that extent
on the civil liberties of all citizens, 2
good many people now are calling
tor a sharp curtailment in the free
dom of travel of one pel‘son—Gel'a}d
R. Ford. The “Jerry. stay home” brig
ade hax hecen very vocal

But that would also he wrong. The
need to cet out of the White House
out of Washington and out among
the people is not synthetic or phony
on Mr. Ford’s part. He is a naturally
i gregarious politician. who for years

has combined a heavy schedule ot
travel and speeches with his official
duties in Washington.

Furthermore, he is, through no con-
trivance of his own, attempting at
the moment to lead the country with-
out being its electéd President. So it
would be doubly wrong to cut him
off from direct contact with the peo
ple at this juncture. ]

He is accused of risking his life
and keeping the country on edge
about his safety for essentially selfish
reasons. Of course, these trips are
political. But they are not purely
selfish. Having the President of the
United States mingling at the Okla
homa State Fair, talking with Stan
ford law students, attending a life in-
surance award banquet or a building
trades convention is an effective way
of bridging the -gulf of distrust be-
tween citizens and government.

As the wise Harvard sociologist
David Riesman told the New York
Times, “The American President is
supposed to be a democratic person;
he's supposed to mingle . . . If the
President is not this way, he would
increase the feeling of distance, the
feeling of resentment . . . the feeling
of paranoia and the feeling of power-
lessness (on the part of the citizens)

. which, in the end, would only
make things worse.”

That applies to the seemingly empty
gesture of touching hands with people
in the crowds. Those who demand to
know what the President or the peo-
ple can “learn” from such a quick
hrush have a very limited concept of
communication. A touch, a smile, a
phrase can do much to build trust
and reduce suspicion—as anyone who
can walk behind the President in such
crowds can see.

But as a practical matter, this par-
ticular form of communication must
be weighed against the serious risks
it entails. A suitable proxy for the
handshaking on the streets might be
arranged, as many have suggested, by
admitting a portion of the public
through screening devices for a brief
visit with the President.

In San Francisco last Monday. no
Moore incident would have occurred
if the President had been picked up
at an inside driveway of the St. Franeis
Hotel. instead of at the curh.

What are needed. in short. are not
sweeping changes, hut relatively
minor adjustients in  the alfrange-
ments for Mr. Ford’s future (rips.

This reporter devoutly wishes never
to cover another shooting. But I
think Mr. Ford is right to resist the
more severe efforts to curb his trav-
els, and the country would be wise
to reject calls for massive preventive
detention of potential assassins.
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