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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 9, 1976

Cffice of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

The President today announced his intention to nominate Anne Armstrong,
of Armstrong, Texas, to be Ambassador to Great Britian. She will
succeed Elliot Richardson who resigned to become Secretary of Commerce.

Mrs. Armstrong was born Anne Legendre on December 27, 1927, in
New Orleans, Louisiana. She graduated from the Foxcroft School in
Middleburg, Virginia, where she was student body president and senior
class valedictorian, and in 1949 from Vassar CoHecre where she was
elected to Ph1 Beta Kappa

In 1966, Mrs. Armstrong became Vice Chairman of the Texas Republican

Party, serving until 1968, when she became Republican National Committee

woman from Texas. She became Co-Chairman of the Republican National /

Committee in 1971 and was the first woman elected to that position.
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Mrs. Armstrong was named Counsellor to the President in 197m7r§erved

in that capacity until December, 1974, She was the first woman to hold

that position. (#As Counsellor to the PLeald’;? $he*S8rved as the

President's liaison to the American Revolutj Bicentennial, and also

directed the President's efforts to gaim greater opportunities for women.

Under her direction, the first Offi€e of Women's Programs in the

White House was established. [_S_:_kie e« served as a member of theg%ouncﬂ

on Wage and Price Stablhty;.):he Domestie Council, the Commission

on the Qrganization of Gove*nment for the Conduct of Fore1gn Policyy e

During 1974, Mrs. Armstrong was a member of the United States

Delegation to the World Food Conference in Rome, Italy and attended

the Conference for International Women's Year as a deleoate in Mexico

City in 19756 <

Mrs. Armstroang is married to Tobin ‘Pﬂ‘rnstronor and they have five
children. N
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 14, 1976

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

EXCHANGE OF REMARKS
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT
AND
ANNE ARMSTRONG

. AMBASSADOR~DESIGNATE
TO THE UNITED KINGDOM
AND
QUESTION AND ANSWERSESSION

THE OVAL OFFICE

10:45 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Let me say just a word, if I
might. I am extremely pleased and very, very happy about
the fact that Anne Armstrong is going to Great Britain
to represent the United States as our Ambassador to the
Court of St. James.

I can add Secretary Kissinger likewise feels she
will do a superb job, as I do. I should add a postscript.
You will have to give some of the credit for this appoint-
ment to Betty, who keeps persistently reminding me that we
need the most qualified and extremely able women representing
us, whether at home or abroad.

So, I think we have unanimity that she will do a
superb job. I know that she will be well received in Great
Britain, and I think what you will do will be a credit to
you, as well as to our country.

MRS. ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr, President. Thank
you, Betty. Thank you, Henry.

I am very pleased. I am very grateful to you, Mr,
President, for this honor, which I consider the greatest
one of my life. If I merit the confidence of the Senate,
as I have yours, I think I have a double opportunity. I
want to do a good job as a person in strengthening the ties
between our two countries, which are unique both historically
and in the present and, secondly, I don't downplay the fact
that T am a woman.

I think it is just great that an American President
is the first one to nominate a woman to be Ambassador to
the Court of St. James. Because of that, I am going to
work doubly hard to be a credit to all women, and to American
women in particular.

MORE
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I remember when the President had faith in
Carla Hills, that she could do a fine job as a Cabinet
member, as head of HUD. Her qualifications were questioned
by a number of people at the time, but to me, the President's
confidence in her has been completely justified., I think
she is doing a fine job.

THE PRESIDENT: I might add that, of course, we
have as head of the NLRB, one of the most important agencies
or commissions that we have in the country, Betty Murphy,
and to put a woman in those very delicate relationships
between labor and management with the great responsibility
that the NLRB has, I think, proves faith in persons such as
Betty Murphy. I am certain that she has done a fine job
and will continue to do a fine job.

QUESTION: Mr. President, how about in all those

boards and commissions where you named 17 men and two
women?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we are doing quite well,
Fran, and we are going to continue to do better.

MRS. ARMSTRONG: Did you know you are the only
President to have two women in your Cabinet? We didn't
overlap, but I was a member of your Cabinet and Carla Hills
is now.

THE PRESIDENT: Both very attractive, too.

It is nice to see you all,

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END (AT 10:54 A.M. EST)
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Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The President today announced his intention to nominate Anne Armstrong of
Armstrong, Texas, to be Ambassador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. She will succeed Elliot Richardson who resigned to
become Secretary of Commerce.

Mrs. Armstrong was born Anne Legendre on December 27, 1927, in New
Orleans, Louisiana. She graduated from the Foxcroft School in Middleburg,
Virginia, where she was student body president and senior class valedictorian,
and in 1949 from Vassar College, where she was elect ed to Phi Beta Kappa.

Mrs. Armstrong was named Counsellor to the President in 1973, with Cabinet
rank, and served in that capacity until December, 1974. She was the first
woman to hold that position. As Counsellor to the President, she served as

a member of the Domestic Council, the Council on Wage and Price Stability,
the Commission on the Organization of Government for the Conduct of Foreign
Policy, and as Chairman of the Federal Property Council. She also served as
the President's liaison to women, young people, Hispanic Americans, and

the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration. Under her direction,
the first Office of Women's Programs in the White House was established.

Mrs. Armstrong was a member of the United States Delegations to the World
Food Conference in Rome, Italy, in 1974, and to the Conference for Interna-
tional Women's Year in Mexico City in 1975. In 1975, Mrs. Armstrong was
elected a director of several corporations, and she has been active in civic
organizations. She serves as a member of the Commission on the Observance
of International Women's Year and as a member of the Advisory Council of the
American Revolution Bicentennial.

In 1966, Mrs. Armstrong became Vice Chairman of the Texas Republican
Party, serving until 1968, when she becamne Republican National Committee-
woman from Texas., She became Co-Chairman of the Republican National
Committee in 1971 and was the first woman elected to that position. Mrs.
Armstrong became the first woman to make a keynote address at a major
political convention at the Republican National Convention in 1972 in Miami
Beach.

Mrs. Armstrong is married to Tobin Armstrong and they have five children.
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