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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE ON SOYUZ FLIGHT 

Q: Did the President send a message to General Secretary Brezhnev 
on the successful completion of the Soyuz flight? 

A: Yes. The President extended congratulations to the General 

Secretary and to his colleagues who were instrumental in making 

the flight a success, particularly Colonel Leonov and Mr. Kubasov. 

The President wrote that the flight opened a "new page in manned 

Digitized from Box 1 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

VIA: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

July 14,· 1975 

DONALD RUMSFELD 

JERRY JONES lu. 
';.: :r:~ 

RED CAVANEY:';; 
-!i·,~~~~\.., 

THE PRESIDENT 1S PARTICIPATION 
AT THE TELEVISED LAUNCH OF THE 
RUSSIAN SOYUZ SPACECRAFT 
State Department Auditorium 
Tuesday, July 15, 1975 

Attached at TAB A is the proposed' schedule for the subject event. 

APPROVE --- DISAPPROVE __ 

BACKGROUND 

The launch of the Soyuz Spacecraft by the Soviet Union marks 
the beginning of the first international manned space flight. 
The launch of the U.S. Apollo Spacecraft on Tuesday afternoon 
will complete the launch phase of this mission which has re
quired three years of planning and development. Viewed by a 
worldwide live television audience, the two spacecraft will dock 
two days into the mission for a two day period, will reverse roles 
for docking on the fifth day, and will separate on the sixth day 
with the Soyuz craft returning to earth. The Apollo capsule 
will remain in orbit for four additional days of scientific testing 
before splashing down in the Pacific near Hawaii. 
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The television program at the State Department features live 
coverage from Moscow and is sponsored by NASA for their official 
guests to witness the Soviet launch. Beginning at 6:00 am, there 
will be continuous narration of the launch developments as well 
as the continuous showing of a 15 minute exp_lanatory slide 
presentation. Following a successful "orbital insertion'' the 
guests will be taken to the Cape Kennedy Spacelift Center to 
view the Apollo launch. Among NASA 1 s guests are the United 
Nations Outer Space Committee, thirty-five foriegn Space Agency 
heads, fifty members of the Diplomatic Corps lead by Ambassador 
Dobrynin and 180 U.S. Government officials. 

Network television plans extensive live coverage from the State 
Department for the morning new programs. Portions of the State 
Department activities will be televised worldwide. 

..·'' 
~::.. . j~~ ) 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

7/14/75 
1:00 pro 

THE PRESIDENT'S PARTICIPATION AT THE TELEVISED 
LAUNCH OF THE RUSSIAN SOYUZ SPACECRAFT 

7:50am 

7:55am 

7:57am 

State Department Auditorium 
Tuesday, July 15, 1975 

The President boards motorcade on South Grounds. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route 
State Department. 

rDriving time: 5 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES State Department (C Street 
entrance). 

The President will be met by: 
Robert Ingersoll, Deputy Secretary of State 
James Fletcher, NASA Administrator 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

The President, escorted by Robert Ingersoll and
James Fletcher, proceeds to holding room (Room 1410). 

The President arrives holding room where he will 
be met by Ambassador Anatoly F. Dobrynin. 

OFFICIAL PHOTO COVERAGE 

7:57am Robert Ingersoll and James Fletcher depart 
holding room en route auditorium. 

7:59am The President and Ambassador Dobrynin depart 
holding room and proceed to announcement area,, 
and pauses for announcement. '~ -- --' .-.-;..:: 

8:00am Announcement. 
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8:00am 
The President and Ambassador Dobrynin enter 
auditorium and proceed. to stage. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE: 600 

8:01 am 
The President arrives stage and is seated. 

8:08am 

8:ll am 

8:01 am 

8:03am 

8:06am 

Welcoming remarks by Robert Ingersoll, concludi 
with introduction of Ambassador Dobry nin. 
Remarks by Ambassador Dobrynin. 

Remarks by James Fletcher, concluding with 
the introduction of the President. 

Presidential remarks begin. 

LIVE WORLDWIDE TELEVISION 

Remarks conclude. 

The President and the platform party depart state 
and are seated in the auditorium for launch program. 

8:20am Liftoff. 

NOTE: The launch "window" extends from 
8:20 am (EDT) to 8:26 am. If a liftoff is not 
achieved by 8:26 am, the launch will be postponed. 

NOTE: Following the liftoff an animation will 
be shown which portrays the spacecraft's 
movement. 

8:30am 
Orbital insertion announcement. 

8:35am 

8:40am 

8:45am 

The President departs auditorium en route motorcade 
for boarding. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS State Department en route 
South Grounds. 

fDriving time: 5 minutes] 
_ ...... -~ ... ·:· ....... _ . ' ··:- \ -~ ..... 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES South Grounds. 
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July 15 ~ 19 7 5 

Office of the White House Pre.:;s Secretary 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
TEXT OF A 1v1ESSAGE BY THE PR.SSIDENT 

TO US ASTRONAUTS A~D SOVIET COSMONAUTS 
PRIOR TO THE LAUNCHL.\JG OF THEIR S?ACECRAFTS 

To the Soyuz and Apollo Crews: 

In a few short hours, you will be opening a new era in the e..'{plorati.on 
of space~ Although other• s have gone before you, you 'vvill be blazing Cl. ne~ 
trail o£ international space cooperation. Never before have :.·representatives 
o£ two countries lived anc:J. • ...Vorked together i..."l. space. ·It is an historic ~cca
sion.. I knOW you are proud to be playing such an impo:r;:ta.nt part in it. 

-
As you make your final preparations for launching, I cannot help but 

think how far:;we have gone in space in such a short period of time. Less 
than two decades ago, Huriy Gagarin and then John Glenn orbited the earth, 
realizing the dreams of Taiolkovsky, Goddard !nd others who believed firmly 
that man could flyi in space. SLx years ago next Swrlay, Apollo 11 brought ~· 
the first men to th~ moon. This mission was followed by that o£ the Soviet 
automatic veh~cle LUNOKHOD_ Both brought back samples of the moon 1 s 
surface, as a result of which our knowledge of earth1 s closest neighbor has 
expand';d considerably. . ... · 

Your flight represents· another stage in man• s efforts to further his 
understanding of hi.s environment. It has already demonstrated. something 
else --that the United States and the Soviet Union can cooperate L."l such 
an important endeavor. Since the Apollo-Soyuz project was agreed to three 
years ago, crews, scientists and specialists of both countries have worked 
diligently and productively, and in a spirit of cooperation~ to bring us to 
vrhere we a. re today. I am heartened by. the example of dedica ti.on and coopera
tion you have displayed. I am confident your efforts and.e.'l:ample willlead.to 
further cooperation between our two count::-ies. 

The peoples of the world will be following yru.:- flight and epic joint 
mission with interest and enthusiasm. On behalf of the American people, I 
commend you for your courage and vision ar..d wish you Godspeed and good 
luck. ~~-

1L 
rr 

., 
;r ., 

Tf 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

. TELEVISED LAUNCH OF USSR'S SOYUZ SPACE CRAFT 
Tuesday, July 15, 1975 
7:50a.m. (60 minutes) 
State Department · 

From: Henry A. K~ssinger /W 
I. PURPOSE 

To vie~ the live televised launch of the. Soviet Union's manned Soyuz 
spacecraft marking the beginning of the US- USSR Apollo-Soyuz joint 
spa.ce mission. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS ARRANGEMENTS 

A. Background: On Tuesday morning, you are scheduled to go to 
the State Department to view the televised launch of the Soyuz 
spacecraft from the Soviet Union.· 

The Soviet craft is scheduled to lift off at approximately 8:20 a.m. 
EDT. At 3:50p.m. the Apollo spacecraft will launch from the 
Kennedy Space Center, Cape Canaveral. The two craft are 
scheduled to dock in sp~ce at 12:15 p.m. EDT on July 17 and to 
remained docked untill0:59 a.m. on July 19. 

B. Participants: Acting Secretary of State Ingersoll, NASA 
Administrator Fletcher and Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin will be 
present at the State Department ceremony. They will give brief 
remarks, preceding yours, prior to the televised launch. Princess 
Beatrix and Prince Klaus of The Netherlands and Ambassador 
Jankowitsch, Chairman of the UN Committee on Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space will also be present. 

C. Press Arrangements: There will be full press and TV coverage. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

.. 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL - 2 -

Ill. REMARKS 

1. Ambassador Dobrynin, Secretary Ingersoll, Administrator Fletcher, 
ladies and gentlemen, it is a very great pleasure to be with you this 
morning on this most important occasion. 

Z. The launch of the Soviet Union's Soyuz (soy-USE) spacecraft, which. 
we are about to witness marks the beginning of an epic venture in 
space. Shortly after three o'clock this afternoon, America's Apollo 
spacecraft will be launched from the Kennedy Space Center at Cape 
Canaveral. These two voyagers in space will rendezvous two days 
from now, and circle the globe together. 

3. Thip joint space mission ~s truly an historic occasion -- in my 
pre-launch message to the American astronauts and the Soviet 
.cosmonauts, I told them that they are opening a new era in the 
exploration of space and blazing a new trail of international space 
cooperation. N.ever before have representativ~s of two countries 
lived and worked together in space. 

4. This space mission also demonstrates that the United States and 
the Soviet Union are prepared to cooperate in a common endeavor 
of great importance and complexity. Since the Apollo-Soyuz project 
was agreed to three years ago, 'the crews, scientists and specialists 
of both countries have worked diligently and productively, and in a 
spirit of cooperation, 'to bring us to where we are today. I an'l 
particularly heartened by the example of dedication and cooperation 
displayed by the cosmonauts and by astronauts Stafford, Brand and 
Slayton. 

5. Along with people throughout the world, I will be following the flight 
of these partners, in exploration, and on behalf of the American 
people, I wish both c1·ews a most successful mission. 

,., ... ,., .,, 

Two NASA information kits accon1pany this memorandum. 

ADivliNISTRA T IVEL Y CON FID ENTIA L 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 15, 1975 

OFFICE OF THE ~lHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE 

TELEVISED LAUNCH OF THE 
RUSSIAN SPACESHIP SOYUZ 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT AUDITORIUM 

8:11A.M. EDT 

Ambassador Dobrynin, Secretary Ingersoll, 
Administratdr Fletcher, ladies and gentlemen: 

Obviously, on this occasion it is a very 
great pleasure to be here this morning and to participate 
in a small way on this historic occasion. The launch 
of the Soviet Union Soyuz spacecraft, which we are about 
to witness -- and I hope my remarks conclude before it 
marks the beginning of a very epic venture into space. 

As has been said, shortly after three o'clock 
this afternoon, America's Apollo spacecraft will be 
launched from the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, 
and these two voyagers in space will rendezvous historically 
two days from now and thereafter circle the globe together. 

It is my judgment that this joint space mission 
is a truly historic occasion. 

In my prelaunch message to the American astro
nauts and to the Soviet cosmonauts, I told them that they 
are opening a new era in the exploration of space and the 
blazing of a brand new trail of international space 
cooperation. 

Never before have representatives of two countries 
lived and worked together in space. They have a wonderful 
and unique opportunity, as a result. 

This space mission also demonstrates that the 
United States and the Soviet Union are prepared to cooper
ate in a common endeavor of great significance, importance 
and complexity. 

MORE 

;_- < 
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Since the Apollo-Soyuz project was agreed to 
three years ago, the crews, the scientists, the special
ists, the technicians on both sides of both countries 
have worked diligently and productively in a spirit of 
cooperation,and they bring us to where we are today. 
They have done it with not only skill, but great success. 

I am particularly heartened by the example of 
dedication and cooperation displayed by the cosmonauts 
and by our own astronauts -- Stafford, Brand and Slayton. 
They obviously represent the best of capabilities on both 
sides. 

Along with the people throughout the world, I 
will be following the flight of these partners in explor
ation on behalf of the American people, and I wish both 
crews a most successful mission. 

Thank you very kindly. 

END (AT 8:13A.M. EDT) 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 15, 1975 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO 

NBC TV 
FOLLOVTING THE TELEVISED LAUNCH 

OF THE 
RUSSIAN SPACESHIP SOYUZ 

8:30 A.M. EDT 

It was a wonderful display and we certainly 
congratulate the Soviet Union and their cosmonauts and 
the successful inauguration of this very historic 
flight. 

And we wish them, as well as our ovm astronauts, 
the very best on this wonderful expression of cooperation, 
not only technically but otherwise, between our tl-TO 
countries. 

END (AT 8:31 A.M. EDT) 



ME 1\lU l:\.,\:\D L. \1 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WillTE IIOL'SE 

WASHI:-.:GTON 

July 15 , l 9 7 5 

GENERAL ADAMS/WHCA 
TERRY 0 'DONNELL 
JERRY JONES ~// 

RON NESSEN~ 
EPS CONTROL 
DICK KEISER 
BOB SNOW /TSD 
PRESS OFFICE 

BOB ME~ 

_ _,.~p---

PRESIDENTIAL TELEPHONE CALL 
TO SPACE. 

President For9.will telephone the orbiting astronauts in their space 
craft. This Wi.U occur on Thureday, .July 17, 1975 at approx. 4:15pm. 

A Network "pool" electronic camera will televise this event from the 
Oval Office. The designated network will do the necessary lighting 
for the event and work with WHCA on the telephone communications. 

A list of network personnel will be provided. Helen Collins of my office 
will be in charge of the event and handle the arrangements between the 
agencies involved. 

c. c. Dick Cheney 
Helen Collins 



FOR IMMEDIATE RBLEASE JULY 17, 1975 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

' 

3 : 3 7 P • M. EDT 

THE \llHITE HOUSE 

EXC!1ANGE OF REMARKS 
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 

Arm 
THOMAS P. STAFFORD 

DONALD SLAYTON 
VANCE D. BR>\ND 

ALEXEI LEONOV 
P,ND 

VALERIY KUBASOV 
T~;.:; C~,;,1!J OF THE 

APOLLO-SOYUZ SPACE MISSION 

THE OVAL OFFICE 

THE PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, let me call to 
express my very great admiration for your hard work, 
your total dedication in preparing for this first joint 
flight. 

All of us here in t~ashington and in the United 
States send to you our very warmest congratulations for 
your successful rendezvous and for your docking, and we 
wish you the very best for a successful completion of the 
remainder of your mission. 

Your flight is a momentous event and a very _great 
achievement, not only for the five of you, but also for 
the thousands of American and Soviet scientists and tech
nicians who have worked together for three years to 
insure the success of this very historic and very successful 
experiment in international cooperation. 

It has taken us many years to open this door 
to useful cooperation in space between our two countries, 
and I am confident that the day is not far off when 
space missions made possible by this first joint effort 
will be more or less commonplace. 

We all look forward to your safe return, and we 
follow with great interest- the success so far, and we 
look forward to talking with you on earth again, when you 
do end your flight. 

MORE 
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General S't'a.fford, Torn, now that you have had 
an opportunity to test the new docking system, do you 
think it will be suitable for future international 
manned space flight? 

MR. STAFFORD: Yes, Mr. President, I sure do. 
Out of the three docking systems I have used, this was 
the smoothest one so far. It works beautifully. 

THE PRESIDENT: About three and a half hours 
ago I sat here in the Oval Office and watched the 
docking procedure. It looked awfully simple from here. 
I am sure it was not that simple for the five of you. 

Let me say a word or two, if I might, to 
Colonel Leonov. The docking was a critical phase of the 
joint mission. 

Colonel, could you describe it, and would you 
describe the reaction of the crews on meeting in space 
after such a long preparation? 

MR. LEONOV: Mr. President, I am sure that our 
joint £light isthe beginning for future explorations in 
space between our countries. 

Thank you very much for very nice words to us. 
We will do our best. 

THE PRESIDENT: Colonel, I think you and the 
other four have done very, very well so far, and may I 
congratulate you and your associates on this great 
achievement. 

Now, Dr. Slayton, Deke, you have had a very, 
very long record of distinguished service, preparing 
other astronaut crews for various space missions, and we 
are extremely pleased to see you on the crew of the 
first international manned space flight. 

As the world's oldest space rookie, do you have 
any advice for young people who hQpe to fly on future 
space missions? 

question? 
Deke, did_you have a chance to hear my 

MR. SLAYTON: No, sir, Mr. President, unfortunately. 

THE PRESIDENT: Can I repeat it? 

MORE 
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sir. 
MR. SLAYTON: Tom just repeated it for me, 

Yes, I have a lot of advice for young people, 
but I guess probably one of the most important bits is 
to,number one, decide what you really want to do and 
then, secondly, never give up until you have done it. 

THE PRESIDENT: You are a darn good example, 
Deke, of never g1v1ng up and continuing. I know it is 
a great feeling of success from your point of view to 
have made this flight and to be on board with your four 
associates. 

MR. SLAYTON: Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Vance Brand, I know that you 
are still in the Apollo and holding the fort there. It 
has been my observation that the crews on both sides 
have worked very hard to learn either Russian on the 
one hand or English on the other. 

Has this training period, which is so important, 
stood the test in the complicated procedures that all of 
you must execute in this very delicate mission? 

MR. BRAND: Mr. President, I believe it really 
has. I think in a way our project and,in particular,the 
training that we have undergone has been sort of a model 
for future similar projects. 

I think it has been a real pleasant experience 
to work on learning Russian and to be able to work with 
the cosmonauts, and I think we will have some ideas 
that would probably help people in the future on 
similar paths. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Vance. 

I might like to say a word or two to Valeriy 
Kubasov, the other member of the cosmonaut crew. I 
might say to him,as well as Colonel Leonov, I remember 
both of you on that enjoyable Saturday last September 
when both crews visited the White House and joined me 
in a picnic over in Virgina. 

We flew from the White House over to this 
picnic just across the river. We had some crab 
specialties that I enjoyed, and I think you did. 

I am sure you are having a little different 
menu, somewhat different food on this occasion. What 
are you having over there out in space? 

MORE 
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MR. LEONOV: We get good space food. There 
is no Russian food, no Russian music, some juice, some 
coffee, and a lot of water, no beer. 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me say in conclusion we 
look forward to your safe return. It has been a 
tremendous demonstration of cooperation between our 
scientists, our technicians and, of course, our astro
nauts and their counterparts, the cosmonauts from the 
Soviet Union. 

I congratulate everybody connected with the 
flight, and particularly the five of you who are setting 
this outstanding example of what we have to do in the 
future to make it a better world. 

landing.· 
May I say in signing off, here is to a soft 

MR. KUBASOV: Thank you very much. 

MR. S~FFORD: Thank you, Mr. President. It 
certainly has been an honor to serve the country and 
work here. 

back. 
THE PRESIDENT: We will see you when you get 

MR. STAFFORD: Yes, sir. 

END (AT 3:45 P.M. EDT) 




